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NO. W.S. 10
STATEMENT BY COLONEL_THOMAS MCRALLY.

Recollections of my youth in Belfast are not very
defined. My parents wera country bred folk who had drifted
to the City for & living, The sgruggle for a reasonably
comfortable existence was 8o acute that theve was no time for
national discussions. My parente had the usunal detestation
of the R,I.C. My father, when he ultimately reallsed that I
was in the I.%.A. was Very pleased and bought me two Steyr
nifles which he presented to the Company.

My early impressions of life in the Clity were
influenced by riots, police baton charges, calling out the
military - more charges - the reading of the Riot Act (a
most vindictive element of British Law); some unfortunates,
ueually innocent people, shot; Orange processions, Catholie
counter demonstvations with huge bon fires on each side;

-’ provocative arches sStrung across the astreet from chimney to
chimney; A.0.H. = Foresters and election struggles with torch
light processions. The church was in some way mixed up in
local politiecal factlons. The reigning Bishop Hemry was
very prominent. My father was bitterly opposed to his
interference. 1 was never particularly clear what it was all

about but it was very exciting.

The rioting was very intevesting. It usually
started about the 12th July or a period leading up to that
time and was connected with the Orange demonstvwations, On
these occasions the Orangemen endeavoured to provoke a row
with a not unwilling Catholic population. The police were
called out and invariably sided against the Catholics. The

moat dangerous police were the Catholic police who had been
814ling about the area previously ingratiating themselvee with

the people and gathering up information which they used when

»

the participants were ultimately brought to the Courts.

,‘ N a
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These battles were a lesson in tactics. The police,
undoubtedly men of couvrage and usually outnumbered, had

not recelved anything but "drill yard® instructiocns. The
rioters were in the mailn corner boys who had, in many cases

rac&iveﬂ military training in the British Afmy. The streets

were paved with a small egg shaped stone colloquially known

a8 “pickers". The Brea Wasa like a ?ahﬁit warren, streets of
small houses built back to back criaa-cwoaukd each other in
a fairly regular formation. The interior streets were
barvicaded and the women of the area dug up the pickaéé and
left them in heaps to be used a8 ammunition by the menfolk,
The police, armed with batons, werse_goaded on to charge and
when they reached the barricades were usually met with a
fusilade of pickers. On retreating they were aho;areﬂ
with stones from the adjoining bouses. Ultimately the
8o0ldiers would be called out. On one occasion I remember
a8 a boy seeing a Unit of the Hussava in action, Thelr
method was 8imply to canter their horses in formation through
the rioting areas using their lances where an opportunity
afforded, At this stage the rioting usually subsided, the
odds being obviously too great but all sorts of tricks were
tried, tying ropes acrose the street fyom door to door or
dark cord head high with the object of tumbling the horses
or catching the riders helmets or faces. . The women of the
houses in these side streets, I understand, often poured
the salubrious contents of the bedroom night eguipment on
the passing police or soldiery below, much to their snnoyance
and discomfiture. These then were the conditions under which
a great majority of the Belfast youth were reared - an
unreasoned hatred of protestants, a detestation of police and
a more or 1eaa+neutra1 feeling towards soldiers,

At the age of fourteen I made contact with my fiwst

G.A.A, assoclations. There was a football team composed of men

from the country areas, usually barmen serving thelr time in

Belfast. 1 played with them in a team cslled the Sarsfield QOgs.
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On the break up of this team I went to the titchels and played
for the Hitchel Ogs. This tesm had an old military hut as @
club room and hewe I learned something of nationality -
Seannachi and Celidhes vere held and national songs were sung
and our ovn dances performed 8o that I can say the idea of
notionalism was taking woot. At the age of seventeen I w.as
appointed 2 ¢lerk on the Greant Horthern Railuay and was
tranaferrad from place to place until I was posted to Derry
in 1918. I had been lucky enocugh to keep up my connection
with the Uiitchel club in the meantime.

Uhile in Devry I was connected in a very limited
way with the Volunteers. During the period of the Binn Fein
elections of 1918 thaere were no particular activities except
guavrding the Tricolour which wae flown from Einn Feln Election
Headquartevre during the election. The police, I undewstood,
hed threatened to remove the fleg end it wae decided to guard
it. I took part in turn in these guarda but nothing happened.

Volunteer activities weve not apporent in the City
but theve was a particularly active and energetic Sinn Fein
Committee who worked might and main for Eoin HecHelll's eleotion
and wavo saccessful. My wife, then Eilis leloughlin, was
gecvratary of this committee and one of its hardest workers.

1 should like to mention he-e that she later con refised, as
a teacher, to take the oath of allegience to the Northern
Government and wes dismiseed. While in Derry 1 played Gaelic
football for the Emmetts and attended occeslonal Gaelic clessed
I would like to emphasise thet there wes no volunteer
enthusiasm in these local organisestions. They merely afforded
a pleasant and eany way for the expression of a very latent
nationality.

On my tvansfer to Belfaat at the end of 1918 and
gt the invitetion of Seamus, now Colonel AMeGoran, I Joined

the 0'Donoven Tosga Gaelic Club. This elub wss the centre

and & cloak for I.R.A. Peraonnel in the Palls Nload araspn

(’
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of Belfast and contained mony sound earnest men. I mention
thesa detoils to show the influence of differvent types of
Qlubs in the G.A.A. I was only & short time in thé Roasa's
when I joined "B" Company of lst Battalion, Belfast Brigade.
Here I had the pleasure of meeting snd aessociating with the
beat types of Irishmen in the country. Possibly due to the
fact that I woe a Pailway cle:k and having, therofove, some
accounting experience, I was appolnted Quartermaster of "B"
Company. This meant the recording of cash subsecriptions, ste.
to the Company and payments for eny amall pumber of srms which
could be obtained from whatever souwce available. Tho rscovrds
of arm8 in the possession of the Company had to be kept with
detalls of their location. Duties in this respect were light
and meant only occaeional inspections of a few houses in
wvhich the a»ms weve stored; involved alao the preparation of
eaiteble dumps as hiding places. In the main, however, the
arma wevre kept in the homes of their owners or with their
friends. ArmdS weva oOccosionally transfevved from one place

to enother for safety and also for vepaira. Ve had en ex-
British Avmourer (non-Volunteev) who 414 this work on payment.
None of this duty would be described a8 risky as We wers more
or less unknown except through our (,A.A. activitice., The
usual weekly Volunteer parades with an occesionnl weekend
route march or an exercise on the hills around the city was
our chief activity.

About September 1920, it was deocided to diBarm two
armed police who were on duty at Broadway, Falls Noad. This
wae cerried out by "B" Company. The actual disarming was
done by Wish Fox the Company Captain and Johnny Osborne.
Hyself and Chas. Dyan were detaniled to approach the poliece
from the opposite alde of the voad as & 8ignal that all was
clear and to remain in an adjoining shop and await

developments. There had been no intention of shooting the

constables but they, courageously enough, vefused to give up
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thair'nrma, ona wes killed ﬁnﬂ the other one wounded. On

our way home down the Falls nNoad we met a young paliuéman in
"eivviea" named Freé McOoran {no velation of Seamus McOoran's)
whose brother had been a member of the Mitchel G.A.A. but who
elso had recently joincd the R.I.C. and was stationed in the
Bouth but wee home on leave. Knowing we were Volunteers, he
advieed .us to get away from the area quickly sa the police
vere in a very ugly mood. That night three men vwere murdeved
in their homes. Hr. McFadden, Kr. Trodden (father of Lieut.-
Colonel Chas. Twodden) end John Gaynor. The latter was a
Volunteer, but it 48 clea» that the police were after his
brother Liam who was a pvuminunt1ﬁinn.Feinar. It wvas epparent
that the police information insofar as I.7.A. was concerned
wag not up-to-date a8 the men murdered, except John Gaynor,
were not in the movement but weve identified with the Sinn

Feln movement.

There followed @ number of minor jobs hlding up
a ﬁail van in King Street, Belfast, raids and searches for
arms in which I vas engaged. I was appointed Brigade
Quartermaster, Belfast Brigade, and was therefore responsible
for organising dumpe for weopons and ammunition throughout the
City. The chief method of storage was, of course, the
preparation of spaces under floor boards, false cupboards and
presses In the houses of well-known sympathipers. The
continued tvanafers of arme from one area to another for safety
vea@sons; the preparation of returns and vecords; the repair of
arms including rifles and shotguns, kept me very buay. Uy
mother's home on some occasions was like a minor arsenal
vhen 1t was being uced as a sort of eleaving house during

the foregoing activities.

An attack on Crosagar Barracke was carried out.

¥y part on this operation wes confined to the transfering
from Belfast by taxi a quantity of arms and oxplosives to &

point in the vicinity of tho opevation and Gubsequently to
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arrange for the return of the residue.

It was on this occasion I had the privelege of
mceting Mrs. Yoods, mother of Seamus Goods and I would like to
record thet never in my life 6id I meet a lady with such =
practical,reasoned ontlook on the question of the support of
Ivish induetry. There was nothing about the place that had
not been manufactuved in Ireland.~ 6lothing, furniture,
bieyeles and even the agrieultural machinery. In sddition, she
wee & disciple for everything Gaelic and an enthusisstic
supporter of the I,m.A. - a keen, intelligent, motherly woman.
She 414 not mind expressing hev views in s forthriJht mannew,
}nﬂ!uating by word and example how thoughtleas the youth of

the country had becomo. God »eat her Soul.

The burning of Johnson's Garege was decided upon,
thie being one of the larger Belfast Oaragee and containing some
military carc. The job was under the contvol, I think, of
Seamus Vioods. Uy part in the operation was to gather a
number of the employees et one of the exits and hold them there
et the point of a gun until the Job wee completed. Unfortunatcly
ihe arson end of the project for some reason failed.

A number of shooting jobs were carried oot in the
eity about thie time, usually under the command of 3eamus
Voods o= Toger leCurley, both indeed being the super gun men
of the City. A number of other men, acting on theso jobs spring
to mind. Thoy wevre Joe Hurray, Eaaﬁ Eeenan, Seamus licEenna

and Seamug Heron.

I should 1like to mske it clear that I make no
claim to be consifered a8 a gunman in the eccepted sense. I
wae not a member of the active Service Unit, i.e. tho men
8elected for the shooting of police. On completion of any
such jobe, I would, however, liike moat others, be detailed
for ‘anti . »eprisal duties. Pavties of men, armed, would de

placed in houses in aress where the police or military
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reprianl gangs would be expected to operate.

I was es a r@oult of one of these police raprisal
getions that one of my beat friends and bhie brother - Dan and
Pat Duffin, were muvdered. Dan ve,- a Volunteor anﬁ a member of
*B" Company. Pat, while not asctually in the Volunteers, vas a
keen nationalist. Actuslly the gang were anxious to get John
and Pat who were the oldest of the family and best known to the
police as sympathisews. Uith sll my companions I attenfied the
funeral which was controlled by I.m.A. The following morning
at 10 a.m. I was handed a prnes by my superior on the Nallwuay
and a note to say I was transferred from my position in the
Accounts Office in Belfest to Dundalk Locomotive Branch. This,
of course, was a punitive action wecovding my superior’'s

objection to my connection with I.%.A. 1n any form.

A few weeks later the I.",A, arcas were 8plit up
and formed into Divisions. Ou+ area was nov known as the
3~3 Northern Division and consisted of three Brigades - Belfaet,
Antrim end Dovn. Joe UcKelvey {(".I1.P.) was appointed
Divisional Comsander, He oskod me to resign from the Railway
and accept the pooition of Mvisional Quartermaster, thie I

promptly agvweed to do0.

Just prior to thie the famous Belfast Boycott
wad8 ovganised anﬂﬁfﬁsprcgveaa;thia consisted of an organieation
in the south of I-eland whose objeet was to prevent the purchase
or use of goods heving thelr origin in Belfsat and was an
antidote to tho pogrom. This organisation required details
indiceting whet traffic wee leaving the Oity and ite
deatination - the objcect being to heave the stuff seiged and
deatroyed ﬂefbmc racelpt by the conBiEnﬂe. It vas at this
stage that we (Colonsl Felix Devlin and myself) were of use.

Pelix Devlin, now Deputy Juartermsster General in the Regular
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Avmy who was the Divisional Communicatiors Offieer, woe at that
time an invoice clevrk in the outwards section of Belfast Goods
Station and with the help of a Lr. Quinn, was in a position
to get infownation sbout cewtain aveas. The invoice Bection
had about six senior clerks, mostly protestant, vho cach
invoiced goods for cevtaln specific areas. TFelix Devlin,

then 8 young clevrk, was aspisting tvo of these individusls

and was in a position, thevefore, to get a proportion of the
information. On the following morning the coples of these
invoices came officially into my poseession and with tho help
of a kir. Flynn and thr, Sheils, ngsithor of whom waere Volunteers,
the remalnder of the vital information was obtained. This
material was handed over to Hv. ¥. Crumnie, & achoolteacher
who was our Intelligence QOfficer. On the same day the
information wae in the hands of the Dublin Committee. The
messenger vas a veliabls young man who travelled daily on the
G.H.R. Belfest to Dublin dining car. U!v. Michasel Carolan, who
vas & member of the Boycott Committee in Dublin, informed me
subsequently, that they weve then in a position to go to
tradevre and tell them exactly what they had recelived and were
very often in the position to meet the gools and destroy them
et points along the weatern and southern routes. This, in my

opinion, was a vewy sound and effectivae piece of organisation.

About this time the Belfast Pogrom was in full swing.
Catholics weve bunted from thelr jobs by howling mobe of
dervicshes armed with eticks, ivon baws, stones, bolts, ete.
I had the doubtful pleasure of being honted (with two
companions) from ny work by one of these wild mobe. Ly brother
on a similar occasion was badly mauled. I was lucky enough
to escape by ™unning the gauntlet® The position insofar as
the pogrom vas concerned was asggravated by the executlion of

D.1. Swansy in Lisborn, 8 gentlemen who had an ective part

in the murder of Cork'as Lord tiayor McCurtin. Tom Fox and
roger HecCarley were the Northem representatives on this
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classical jJob and were driven to the scene by a Volunteer
taxi driver named Sean Leonsrd vho was subseguently sentenced
to death for hie part in the action. He escaped hanging,
luckily enough, by the towms of the truce.

Pull time valnniearins called for more active
duties in my position as Divisional (Guartevmaster and meant

the inelusion of the Down anfi Antvim Brigades.

liy firat effort was to contact the Quartermaster
General in Dublin for the purpose of getting avms and by so
doing I met one of natuve's gentlemen end 8 most efficient
9.8.6. He complemented me on my recovds but informed me,
however, that with the exception of the let Bouthevn Division,
we were the best armed Division in Ireland. Ly recollection is
that we had, at thie stage, about two handred Rifles and a
lesser number of revolveras. The rifles were an asgorted lot
consisting of Lee Enfielde, Liartini-Enfielda, Steyr (U.V.F.
rifles) and Maupers. The Nevolvers were a mixed lot and con-
tained evorything from pin fire to ticbley. In view of ocur
compavatively semall number of arms I realised that either the
other Divisions were not forwvarding complete raturns or that
the aituation insofa» as arme wae concerned wes extremely poor,
At eny rate he gevo me a fair number of Revolvers and as far
as my recollection goes this included a number of Peter the
Painters, Automatics and some Grenades. The trouble about
arme was to get them home to Belfset as there was -fairly
consistent eearching by M, I.C. at Dundalk snd Goraghwood,
or indeod, any pa~t of the 1line. I was lucky enough to get
home on that, and indeed on many other occasions, without being
gearched. I should like to add that I alwaeys found Gensral

tictlahon and all his staff most helpful.

About this time 1t wae decided, on the application
of teemus HcOoran, 0.C. Caven Avea, to send & Belfast flying
column to Cavan for operations there. Theselhad to be equipped

with rifles fyvom our s8trength. The girls of the Cumann na
mBen undertook the dengeroud nyagion of bring the arms by rail

]
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e from Belfast to Tedhills nailway Stotion in the Co. Cavan
and from which area they were transferved to the A.3.U. Thie
unit had an onfortunate experience aa their locale wae "given
away" practically on their arprival. An unequal fight censued
and our arms were .loat. OColonel Tom Fox and Colonel iicGoran
wvill, no doubt, give caouplete detells of the action. This is
an exomple of the willingnees of the 3rd Northern Units to
supply A.S5. Units and an indication of the difficulties in
maintaining & flying column in a countryside where there i8
not frege co-operation from the civilian population. In most
areas the people were definitely hostile.

The truce came 8hortly after this and the Division,
for a long time, mointaincd & firm neutrality to the varying
influences being axarciser.fi betveen that tim® and the Treaty.

» The position in the six counties was anything but
satiefactory. It was reasonably eertain that there was going
to be serious difficulties insofar as our area was concaerned.
Bvery effort was made to gather in from every source all types
of arms and equipmont. Many false alarms were ralsed about
the whereabouts of rifles and some of theoe were traps set by
the British. On one occasion a British soldier, giving the
name of Corporal Slattery and eteting hie home address was in
the Co. Clare, steted that there were nineteen vifles in a
local Bavrack to be had for the taking. He gave us the plans
of the Borrack and the location of the rifles and assured us
theve was no guard on them except a esoldier equipped only with
e cana. The matter was discussed at s Divisional Staff meeting .
and ve were satisfied that there was & stwong element of
ssplcion about the story and that we should try to get some
confirmatory evidence. 8lattery, apparently not satisfied,
contacted somo of the rank and file Volunteers' who evidently
essuming that the Division were acting too cautiously, decided
to do the Job on their own. 1 think one of them was killed

certainly a number were wounded. Qaite a good lesson in care
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and precaution.

A differvent type of case happened when a very
high-vanicing SoGthern Division Officer arwived in Darry and
informed Joo Doherty (nov Go, Maneger, Kildare) that if he
vas informed of the wheresbouts of the local Orange Hall he
would arvange to ettend onc of their meetinge and would
ascertain { how I do not profese to know) just exactly vhere
all the Ulster Volunteer Rifles were stored. Doherty was a
well known Volunteer and could not accompany the Offlicer
himeelf as it would mean that he would be s suspect right
avay. My brother-in-law, who worked in the avea, accompanied
our fviend and pointed out the Orange Hall. Some time later
a big raid was carried out by a party orgenised in the 8outh
on a large house owned by a man named Rvans{?), needless to

- say there were no rifles there. Incidentally, this eame
person offered to send flying columns from the South for duty
in Belfast but was informed by our Divieion O0.C. that 1f
supplied with the armd and asmunition we would do the rest -

we never got any arme fwom him.

An arvangement had been made in the early ateges
of the Truce wheveby scme of the Southern Divisions would
exchange their own locol rifles for an equivalent number
handed over from the British and those handed in by these
Divisions would be handed over to the NHorthern Divisions so
that they could not be identified 1f subsequently captured
in the North when operations subsequently recommenced there.
The Bouthern Divisions falled to glve effect to thie
arrangement and all I could get was seventeen rusted
revolvers from a Division in Trim Area whioch I declined to

accopt.

Geneval O'Duffy, who was Chief of Staff, agreed
after representations made by 0.C. Divieion (Oolonel

- Seamus Vioods) to give us six hundred rifles and sixty
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thousand rounds of emmunition and two Lewile Cuns. The numbers
were obliterated from the vifles before belng handed over to
us. In addition, General ticktlahon gave me five Thompson Guns,
a8 the Lewis Gun#% vere not so suitable for our type of action
ge Thompsone. I swapped the Lewis GunXs for Thompsons with
Major Ocneral IR Hogan, 0.C. 5th Northern Division. I brought
these gune home by roil and was met at the G.H.N. terminus in
Belfast by Joe MeKcolvey (R.I.P.) and some other armed volunteera.
Luckily I eocaped search en route and the guns were dellivered
safely. Uany trensfer of ayvms Were made in this manne~ and I
vemember Pete Corvin taking a very active part in this work.
The s8ix hundred rifles and emmunition I had tranaferved by
lorpy to Dundalk Bervacks which was then held by Frank Alken,
0.C. 4th Northern Divieion. 8Some other eguipment, revolvers,
rifles and smmunition, was token acroas the border by some of
the Quinnas (& grand Hewry family) and stored in one of their
grocery sheds in Newry a8 a case of bacon. I transferred the
consignment, including a large"box of bacon, by road to
Belfast, the lorry being loaded by the Quinns., Ve were etopped
at Banbridge by & Cockney R.I.C. man who complained about the
dirty condition of the lorry's number plate. Tho driver, who
was not a volunteer, and who 414 not know what he was cavvying,
and who ineidentally had no driving licence, gave the policeman
quite an amount of impertinence. The policeman let us through
after taking the driver's name. The inecident goes to show

how necessary it 18 to ensuare that gll details and precautions,
no metter how trivial, are covered, before undortaking a job of
this natuve. The stuff, ineluding the box, was duly delivered
at St. Mery's Hell, Belfust. The dviver expressed surprise at
the extraordinary welight of the box and made it very clear that
he had beecn deceilved at the type of journey he h;d been aoked
to undertake. It is poesible that B‘weactiun had set in after
his interlufe with the policeman in Banbridge. Headleas to

say the box of bacon really contained rifles,
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e had arrangod to Givide oqually the cix bhundred
vifles and emmunition received from Army Headquarters betucen
the th=ee Brlgadez of the Division a2nd these vifles, as alveady
stated, had been brought to Dundalk Barracks whewe Frank Alken
wad in charge. Two hundred rifles and 20,000 wounds of
ammanition, some explosives ond sundry equipment were sogregatod
for Co. Down Brigofde. Tho Brigade Quartermaster of that Unit
arronged to obtein e motor bo2at locally and being 1t to Dundoll.
On arrivel it vas loaded uvith the eatuff and in company with the
Brigade fuaptérmaster and a voatman we cet off at 3 a.m. from
Dundalk Havbouw for Co. Down. The dietanco, of coursae, iB
oamparitively short but we deeired to land the gunc in the dark
gt 12 p.m. 80 that we had tventy-two houre to epend on o Journcy
that would normally only take slx or sevon houra. . fter
leaving GCarlingford Lough, in which incidentally thevro was &
Britieh Gunboat, the boatman decided it would be better to go
out to cea and morc or less drift back to the Co. Down coast.

On our way, in tho dark, we weve passed by a trawler which
halled ue but peeeed on. e arvived in the vicinity of Ardglasc
and decided to stretch our lcegs arocund the coas t, but vhat
appcared to bo two M.I.C. men coming across tho headlend
decided us to continue the “voyage". Ue hud suspected that
the travler may have commented on our prescnce at that early
hour of the morning. we proceeded out to sca again and
drifted about until devkness set in and timed our arrival at
the eppropriately nomed “"Guns Island" at 18 p.m. that night.
We entered a quiet 1ittle harbour andl avaited 2ome signal {rom
the Voluntesrs whom we wera expscting to be thevo and I heard
the wolecome voice of Pat Logds (a brother of Scamue) quietly

asking who wo were. A nunbey of the ladas then unloaded the

wiflon, ete. into a emall row boat which was unsed to forey the
ptuff to the mainland. &ome trouble was coused with one 8mall
boatload. The boat sank but the guns were vecovered at 1lou
tide. The guns were quickly transferred by the Co. Dowvn men

to thelr respectivo destinatione and I spent & hoppy night in
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the home of Seamus Voode. The remaining occupsnts of the'

motor boat returned to their homes leaving éhe motor boat &t the
points from which it had been commandeered. It ves' an eerie
experience chiefly because of the long tims et Sea in this type
of boat and particularly for me aﬁ I was very conscious of my
complete lack of swimming abllity. I should like to add that
Prank ‘Alken gave us every help on this occasion. He arranged to
have the quay at Dundelk patrolled during loading opsretions and
‘nobody was allowed nea; the avea. He gave me a pair of Fleld
Glasses for the journey which are still in my possession. I
had, as events turned out, no opportunity to return them to him.
"I explained the position yeers afterwards when he was appointed

Minister for Defence and he permitted me to retain them.

It bad been intended to transfer the Antrim Brigade
rifles by boat also but Pelix (Colonsl) #cCorley tried without
Buccess %o get & boet e¢ither on Antrim ow Dnnagél const to do
the 30h. Failing thias, it wes decided to transfer the guns, ete.
by roed. An arrangement wae madé to get & large petrol iamnker
in Dublin. This wae obtained through the good offices of Sean
Kollahon (Q.15.G.) and his staff. The tanker was loaded up in

:nunﬂalk. Precuations were taken to have everything in order

even to ensuring that there was some petrol in the outlet pipe

80 that 1f it was tested the petwol would flow., Two journeys

north were mode, one to Belfesst end ons to Antrim. =ory

keclicholl and Peddy Downey were in charge of the Belfast wun

Hﬂanﬂ Poddy Downey and, I think Pelix McCorley, were on the

Antrim ran. These Journeys were full of interest and I am
sure Downey, who 18 now a member of the Oarda stationed in
nos common and Kory MoNicholl, who 18 in the BE.S.B., will give
the story in detalil.

Just prior to the Truce and during the Tru;a we had
got instructions from G.H,Q. desceribing the manufecture oE

explosives, mainly war-floov and cheddav». The constituents of

the former vere,
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Powdered resin.

Ordinavy floar.

Ritvic and Sulphuric acid.
“- Potassium Chlovate.

-

| Because of its simplieity in menufacture and the
availability of the 1ngred1enta, we were able to make
comparitively large quanmitiau.uf this explosive throughout the
niviﬁiun and it was utilised extensively in some of ‘the big
burning Jjobs earvied out in the City. Y.e had a very sctive and
enthusiantic Divisional Chemiet with & very willing assistant.
Tﬁesn1man were most optimistic on the Question of manufacturing
gun-cotton which, needlesa to say, would have basen of
inestimable value to us-. The Divieional Chemist came very

near to bis ambition and was always reporting progress - g .

nllghtlﬁ better explosion then the last time. He was a very

emall, pale, earnect man dressed soberly and always wearing a
hard black hat. Thie form of haadg%ar was the normal garb

worn by the Protestant elementsa and wae rarely favoured by
Catholice. The Chemiet lived in a Catholic area in Ardoyne
surrounded on all aides by Protestant aveas. There were manﬁ
écm-aa in the area because tha'ﬂlﬂnnﬂt olements were very keen
to clear the vicinity of all Catholico. The result wae that the
people were in a constant state of jitters. One day there was
a loud.explosion and the neighbours gathered together looking
for the sign® of the bomb which they had believed was thrown

by Unioniste. GSuddenly one of the women saw our Divisional
Chemiet running from his back yard in .his shirt sleeves but
6till wesring his bhard hat and in the greatest relief yelled

to her friends, "it 18 alright neighbours, its only the 'wee
bastard in the hard hat'". Prom then onwerds he was alvays
known by this distinetive nickname. He wae ultimately wounded -
accidentally - in the stomach during a visit by General

Hulcahy to $t. Kary's Hall, Belfast, I never heard what became
of bim afte=, suffice to Say that his explosion was the nearest

he ever got to the menufacture of his beloved gun cotton.
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' About this time the police were patrolling the area

in Lan¢1q,aﬁa G;oaalex tende-s fitted with etanderde to carry
galvanih;ﬂ me;L. These vehicles were known as 'nagga'. Thie
wes a,dhtha&'of protection for the occupants ageinst Mills
Grenades. Our Divisionsl Engineer, Johnny HcArdle (now
Seceased) conceived the 1dea of making a contact bomb ae a
method of overcoming the cage idea. A Bample w%s.maae and
tested and although there wase an.acciﬂent the Division was
aétiafiaﬂ that the experiment of making grenades was worth a
trial. Premises wewe obtained in the Falls Rosd and staff was
. organised. Jobn McArdle, our D.ﬁ.. was director, helped h&
_hia,hréther, Eﬁ??qggw an eminent archltect in th; Hngthh
Incidentally these two men wevre considered the most brilliant
and competent in their profession so that the idea of making
8 contact bomb was not any hare-brained scheme but most people
were very sceptical es to the poseibility of making a suitable

- contact bomb. The British weve, I believe, very keen on such

a missile.
The staff was aa follows:-

Divisional Tngineer Jobhn McArdle (Architect).

Foreman Filtter Dan Magill.

Assistant Pltters Pete (How Captain) Corvin. ~

Joe McKelly (now Lieut.-Colonel).

_ Mouldey Tommy Gillen.

Assistant KHoulders Paol and Joe Cullen.

Pattern Haker and; -Co

Carpenter Seamus ( now %i:g;ﬁrs lonel)
Labourers Barney Hullen, Sam McHMenemy

George Heuston.

* The supply of materials provided no difficully

except aﬁ the matter of a crucible for melting the Berap iron.

o
One of our ?ulunteur&vw#vkeq with a firm named McCartons,

B R -

e T =

Smithfield, Belfast, @&n Gunn, now f.i_.at_:t._-fl?}é:;g}';) at

B

considerable riek of drawing attention to himself procared
this crucible for me and the work was got under way. -The

greanade was shaped exactly like a Mills, same 8ize, same

corrugations but different mechanisem.
) A Getailed description, with drawing from memory,
» " of its mechenism and action has been prepared by Pete Corvin
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end Joe McNally and 18 sttached es an appendix.

The moulding' end of the job progressed vigorously
but the fitting of the 1internal mechanism wes a comparitively
8low process. This wae done by hand and wes precisfion work
requiring great accuracy in workmanship.. The work of filing
the rocker was a most delicate operation as the fitting of
this component was of the highest importance to the future
grensdiers.

In passing I should like to pay e compliment to
these men. They worked under the wovst posasible conditions
from 8.30 a.m. to 6 p.m. @aily. They lived under & continual
strain, they were armed and knew that 1f they were caught on
the Job nothing waul& save them. It should be borne in mind
that in the preparation of an ambush, a raid, or on execution,

* pPlans can be made for protection, for the most suitable
executive moment and for & safe get away. These men could ©

make no auch preparations but would have been caught like

rate in a trap. They had not the excitement which 1s

davalnﬁed in any operation to sustain their nerves but

remained all day and every day Burrounded by the evidence of

their work and waiting and dreading the inevitable infowmer.

I feel that these men, living under thié etrain, compare

favourably, insofar ae Volunteer duty is concerned, to the

more 8pectacular and very efficient A.8.U.

In tbis conneetion a good story 18 told about one
of the workers - a "Robey" Gillen who vas our moulder. He had
to report earllier each morning then the othews for the purpose
of lighting the furnace fireas. Judge of his surprise when
he found a police sergeent noeing around the inside yaord -
the outer door had been left opened or foreed by him - and he
vad undoubtedly inveatigating. There wers, as far as I can

-~ recollect, three compentment in the yarp- cor foundry, a

balckemith's shop end a claypipe factory. The latter,
fortunately was open, end the ovner was absent. "Robey" invited
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the poiieaman into the pipe factory, assumed ownership and
explained in detsll the menufactuvre of pilpee - a subject about
which he was camplatalyfignuranx, bat apparently talked
convincingly enovgh to satisfy the policeman. He §ismissed

any weference to the adjoining department by describing it es

g storeroon for the pipes. He gave the policeman = half-ﬂﬁhen
pipes and bade him good-bye. Heedless to say this enteiled an
iomediate shift and ve teansferred the foundvy to a new end
speclally prepared place in Arigzona étraat in the upper Falle arep
It haa been decided already to make this change but the
inquisitiveness of the police hurried on the- transfer. The new
fectory wes & large hut formerly used s a repalr garage. The
benches conteined motor pavtes and o fow old care wave atreﬁh
about; specisl camounflaged receptucles were avound to hold the
grvenades and parts. The tranofer vas made without 1incident

and the manufacture continuved for sbout two months, when, owing
o to the gensval situation, it was decided to absndon production.

The grenadss and componente vere then baried.

. The Yolunteers did not take too kindly to the grenade,
fivet of all because it was experimental; sececondly becsuse 1t
was mado by thelr own pala and by hand; thirdly because of &
few accldents due to faulty end probably norvoud ﬁanﬂling.
Thove were some thousands of shells made but only about one
thousend were fitted with the mechanism. It had beon the
intention, if there had been no Treaty, to supply all Iveland

with the grenades.

Ae glveady etated the Belfest pogrom wes in full
swing prior %o the Truce. This persecution was continued
through part of the Truce period. The pna}tinn. a8 explalned,
had been aggravated due to the execution by the Volunteera of
D.I. Swangy in Lisburn. Practically every Catholic was hanted
cut of thai ﬁartiuul&w town. The pogrom entalled practically

(e

full time duty for the Volunteers for, while not anxious to

i
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become mixed up with any sectarisn activities, it wae found
necaaﬂéry to afford protection against the detevmined efforts
of the Unionists who were aided by the SBpecisls. There wera
goma very interccting sniping duels. On one occasion when
passing through Reglan Street I eaw that one Such duel was in
progressa. The special was under cover on a balcony in CupaR
Street, (& Protestant ares) and had been fiwing down Panton
S8treet which was a Uatpolic area. bLome of our cheps were
providing fleeting targets eo that he would expose himself,

but without vesult. One foolish man stood out from the corner,
thus making a target of himself, while his pal awalted the
encemy raising himself to have a shot, and fired using his
friend's shoulder as a rest. Judging from the exultant 8creams
of the women, who were watching the duel from theilr bedroom

windows, our people were successful in hitting the special or

"

Unionist eniper. While not a very intelligent method, it

8hoved a great spirit of dare-devilry. During this period

there were some gruesom happenings on both sides. If a trusting
Protestant passed thwough a Catholic srea pnd if thare were no
Volunteers in the area at the time, he was ligble to be murdered
and brutally butche-ed. The Volunteers took no part in these
butcherings but acted purely in a defensive capacity for the
protection of the area. The Volunteere had many and varied
experiences dealing with the raids by epeclals daring curfew
hours. The organisation was such that these marauders ususlly
got more than they bargained for. Needless to 8ay there was
aluays the possibllity that come elements of them woulé reach
thoir objective but the women of the area had an answer.
mealising tbat these murdavu;a needed peace and quietness for
the nafnvioya work, the women created the greatest possible
noises, one of which became recognised as a signal. It was @
procese of rattling the duatbine snd the emount of &in crested
made secreey out of the gueation and warned Volunteere in the

area 80 that the specials usually beat a hasty retweat.



Military Archives Cathal Brugha Bks Rathmines Dublin 6 Ph 8046457

(1

20,

As well as this protection for the areas the
I.7,A. also provided guards to protect Catholic institutions
situated in danger areas - places like convents, churches and
schaols. Armed men vwere placed in most of these with good
resulte. I recollect haing on guard anhane occasion in S¢t.
Balachy's college. I was on sentry duty at a vindow looking
out to the front of the school. The Bishop, Dr. HacRory, who
was passing slong the corridor, etopped, dlscussed the
eituation generally and was particularly 1nteqeateﬂ in the
mschanism of my vifle. The next occasion on vhich I saw him
was in Colline Barrauka; Dublin eleven or twelve years after:
when he wae attending the Eucharistic Congress. He wes then
Cavdinal. I was in the Army and in uniform and strange &8 it
may eeem, he recognised.me and recollected the last and only
oceasion we had ever met - a wonderful tribute to his memory &and

thoughtfulnsss.

My bome, like many others, was vaided many times
but not until near the Truee period, which indicates that it
wae not until very late on that the M. 1I.C. intelligence was
functioning Bucecessfully. On the other hand, it was guite ¢lear
to me that some of our Catholic neighboure were not reliable -~
particularly the A,.0.H. brand and this ie a point which I should
1like to emphasise. The 3rd Horthern were alwvaye anp againot
a situation vhere the Unionist elements, plus the A.0.H.
ﬂlaman;ﬁ, plus the very large ex-British soldier family type
were antagonistic and werve prepared to give information to
the authorities. 1In support of thies I should like to state
that I only stayed in my home twlce over a particuler period.
I vas 'on the run' and on each occasion the house was

obvious ly under notice. On the fi»at occasion I had Just come
bock from Dublin and I had two Thompson guns which I had
weceived from Genowal HeMahon, Q.M.G. and vas during the
later part of the T-uce. On the same day two bags of

shotguns and seven revolvers were Gelivered to my home from
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the country Brigade areas fov repaire. It was too late when
I weached home, or I vas too cereless to shift the Bt;ff to
raquﬁisad aafe dumps aend my brother Joe and myself went off
to bed. About i:waiva_ midnight I wakened, hearing what
appeared to be loud knocking on our doov. WMy brother Joe was
8tationed at the bedroom window with a Thompson gun. On
looking out I saw o number of soldiere and a tender with
R.T7.C., some in uniform and some in civies. KNgedless to say,
we feared the worat. Uy mother went off down staire angd
opened the door but 8 soldier told her to close the door as
they were not raiding this particuler house. The next day

a nelghbour informed us that their house had been ralded and
the police asked if Han;llrs lived here. They asked who lived
next door and were given the amnme of the family who lived lover
down from our house. Our neighbours, & family of girls from
the country, were very sound nationally and thia was fortunate

for us. Otherwise we might have fared Very badly.

The other occasion was after the Treaty. I had not
Jolned the Army at this stege but when passing through Dundalk
on some occaeion I called into the Barrack Mess and was given a
Mess Card. On reaching home I stayed 8ll night and the house
wad raided by pollice. A young D.I. and a Sergeant of the -1.I.C.
questioned us. Hy brothera, John and Joe, HBEE;EIEG at bome, bu
my brother John, who was not in the Volunteers was not
interrogated, wheroas myself and Joe were and th? Sergeant know
a8 by name which showed that the police weve at last bringing
thel- ?ntelltgenca ap to date and possibly with local help. It
elso proves; I think, that the 3»d Northern Diviaion wers
working asgainst factors which were not apparent in the southern
pa~ts of Ireland. I am introducing this point to chow and to
amph;nine the position and perhape to shew cause why operations
on a grand Bcale! comparable say to ambushes in the esonth,
eould not be carriad out in the north. There werec no safe
rallying points before or after any such operation. This is

not put forward as an alibi dbut- the effort et Lappenduff,
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Co. Cavan, whare the A.8.U. from Belfast were captured
practically on thelr arrival at a meeting point. They were
informed on by a local Protestant. Bearing in mind that this
area 1s not by eny means predominantly Unioniot, it givesa an
idea of what would happan: in like circumstances in parts of

Antrim end Down.
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Traaty.

The Treaty period in Voluntcer history is, needless
to say, the saddest and most difficult to deal with. Up to
that there was a wonderful one aim spivrit emongst the Volunteers.
There was nothing in the world, seemingly, could split or
disunite men who had been banded togdhev 8o long. Ve had been
warned of the dangers of a truce, mixing r{ith the eneny, giving
away precious information, ete. Norwithstahding efforte of
Becrecy, it can be realised that the enemy 4id bring their
information end intelligence up to date and that they were
acquainted with the fact that our erm® supply was a comparatived;
negative factor. Due to our association with General O'Duffy,
whe acted aﬁ Lisison Officer in Belfast, we all became well
known to the police.

The big factor, as far 88 the 3rd Hothern Unit was
concerned was the promise of help in thg‘anpplr of arme and
equipment with which the fight in the Rorth could be continuned.
The various conferences held confiwmed, we were told, that the
fight would go on and that the Treaty would be the stepping
gtons to ultimate and complete freedom. Hichesel Collins was
our sheet anchor and we were convineced that if he had not been
killed there would que heen an aecq}ar&tiun in the ﬁnvamanm for

final independence.

I am afvaid there vas a good deasl of muddled thinking
et Government Headquarters at the time. The boundary question
seemed to be hondled in s "go es you please’ type of effort ond
1 believe if it had not been for the determined efforts of 8ome
praminent Northewn politicains, 1t would have been even worie

then it is. . -

The Dopartment of Education seemed to be in serioue
difficulties as to its vresponsibilities. In the fivst place

they advised the Northern teachers not to accept any salsry

from the Northern Government and only to ecoept payment from
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the Free S8tate. Practically vwithout notice the latter
ceaned making paymento and the teachers had to go baelk, hat
in hand, to the Northern Government. The latter promptly
introduced  the "Oath of Allegiance to the King". The Fv;a
Stato Government, during the period in which they paid the
salaries, made the ususl pension deductions but refused to
make any refund of these amounts, notwithetanding that they

had no moral right to retain the cash.

One way and anothe» the North got s bad desl,
but with God'e help the day maey come when we will have the
B1x countises included in the Ivish Republie. I am afraid,

however, it 18 8till a long way off.
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