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STATEMENT OF NMR. VALENTINE JACKSON,

95 S0UTH CIRCULAR ROAD, PORTOBELIO, DUBLIN..
formérly of |

S t. Jogseph'e Cottage, Brewery Rd. Stillorgen.

From my early days I had leanings towards the Separetist
Movement. This was partly owing to the fact théﬁ my mother,
whose maiden name was Hopper, was a first enusiﬁ of Jane Hovper,
who married James Stephens. This Jane Hopper wés a sister of
George and Charles Hopper who were well known iﬁ connection
with the Penian Movement. (Bee Devoy's "Recollections of

an'Irish Rebel"). Jane Stephens and her threes éisters

accompanied Stephens into exile and returned with him to

-Dublin in the early nineties, at which time I gﬁt to know

Stephens. He was then & very old man while I was ‘a mere

‘yvoungster. His family and mine were in close tcuch until hlﬂ

|
death sbout the turn of the century. :

It is my intention in this statement fto ¢o$fina myself
strictly to matters within my personal knewieﬁg%. I shall
aveid, as Tar as possible, hearssy evidente anﬂ'shall refrain
from useless comment. My recollection of the a%ents is
naturally impaired by the lapse of time. This ﬁarticularly
applies to the more prossic happenings. Needleés to say
I kept no dliary. Idany of the dates I shasll mention, especially
the esrlier ones, must be itsken as spproximate.i Cn the other
hand, my memory of places is sound. Any 1ocatiﬁn3 I shall
give may be taken as pretty accurate, except whgfa I express
a doubt. The events which I shall record with greater detail

are those which were impressed more vividly on:my MEmMory .
These may contain some minor error, but they ma& be taken as

substantially correct.

a itailowr
About 1907 I got to know Bartholomew Hickey/who 1ivad in

Stillopgan Villege. He it was whn, some yeurs before, had hung

out a black flag to greet King Edwerd VII when.he psssed his
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house on his visit{ to Leopardstown Racecourse. The police,

hbwever, removed the flag before the cortegé grrived. Ons

evening, about 1907, Hickey invited me to his house and

introduced me %o a dark, slight young man, in a grey liorfolk

suit, who had cycled from Dublin. He was Sean McDermott.

Bhortly after this I was introduced to Fred J. Allen
McDemott, Hickey anﬂ those two
sponsored my nomination for membership of the Ffish
Republican Brotherhoed {(hereinafter fhe I.R.B.j. I was sworn

in by George Lyons at his house in Brunswick St. (now Pearse
Street). i

In meking this stetement %o the Buresu of Military
Hiétary, I feel satisfied that I am no longer bound by the

terms of the oath I then took, ss the matters on which I
propose to speek are now ancient history and cannot in any

way be a ceuse of injury or asnnoyence to persons namsd who

are still living. UVeither can my remarks now a?feet the

objecte for which the I.R.B. laboured. It is slso made on

the understanding that it is intended for historical record

Moreover, I'look upon
the Department of Defence as the legitimate successorsg in

militery matters of the Irish Republican Bruthefhood.

‘ | | I
L

‘ The Circle to which I was first appointed was the one of

|
which Hickey wes a member. It met on Sunday evenings .at

%41 York 8t. (not Parnell Sguare), under the chairmanship of

]Patrick Te Daly.
|anﬂ what I

‘men, a fog
|
%as he introduced the new recruit.

I dn not rememher the name of thi- club:

b T ~‘

£l e D

T

can recall nf itﬂ ﬁalngs is of the vaguest. I have

s dim idea of my first night - s smallish room packed with

of tobacco smoke and the deep bass voice of Daly

I was & membep here for
about six months when it was decided to form a new circle to

covar the South Ce. Dublin ares. ‘HeMberE of city ecircles

}iving in this esrea were itransferred thereto.

; Dunlaoghaive
|
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vas selected as.tha-mnst central point. I waa;at thre

inaﬁgur&l meeting snd amongst those present wsre Fraa'illen,

Sean ¢ hUadheigh, Hickey, lilchael J. ﬁoeke, maﬂagerlof a

business hﬁuée in Blackrock, Fatrick J. Farreli, assistant

clerk Rathdown Distriect Council, Sean 0'Byrne éf Dunlasoghaire,

g civil servant, one Delshunty, & shoe-making iﬁstructcr-frﬂm
!

Carriglea Industrial School, Welter Foley of Messrs. Lee's,

Rathmines, and William Rollins of Sallynoggin.

We did not know one another very

well end after some discussion Cooke was elacted+cantre on
tne motion of Allen, snd I was elected deputly Gﬁntre, At this
firet meeting there were about twelve to fourteen members
present, In time, this menbership doubled. Of the later
members were Michael Higgins of Loughlinstown, Sean Brady,

_ M.W. 0'Reilly,
now T.D. for the srea, my brother Ralph,/Dowling; e railway

officigl from Dalkey and lster stationmaster at ﬂarcourt Ste,

I 1]
and the brothers Owen and Tim Finn, tallors, of Blackrock.

i
1 This Circle originaslly met at a Trades Hall;cn Crofton
%oad and continued there for seversl yesrs. It ﬂatar
%ranafarrad t0 the basement of Sean O'Byrne's house in the
@ain 3t. opposite the Carnegie Library, bu#,meetihga were
%nmetimes held at the Courthouse in the Town Halll The
#ouﬁinﬂ business transacted at fheae meetings wes somewhat
%umﬁrum. They were held monthly and were invariaﬁly attended
ﬁy a visitor from the Centres Boasrd (hereinasfter ﬁhe CuBa)s
EFch member paid a monthly édubscription of 1/-. WFan the
m%eting opened, the secretary ceslled the roll and holiécted
t#e gubseriptions. Then any proposals from membar% of the
Circle for new recruits were considered. These hed to be
p%ﬂpﬂsﬂﬁ and eeconded by two members. Any names gpproved of
wére given to the visiting Centre who reported them to the

|
G.p. for circulation among the Dublin Circles in case there

|
might be any objeqtions. In purauance'§£ﬂ$ﬁé§& regulationg

I
!
I
|
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were read out by the Visitor. The Visitor then generally

had & few words to say about recruiting, abeenteeism, and

g0 on, and the meeting terminated. I should add thet the

Visitor was given the collectsd subscriptions' for return
to- the C.B. |

|

|

| : .

l the names of the men who had been proposed at other Circles
|

]

I

Shortly after the formetion of this Circle, Sean
¢ nUadhaigh and myself were eppointed delegates to the Wolfe

Tone Memorial Committee which met monthly st Pernell Squere

and was presided over by James Stritch, a Paviﬁg Inspector
in the Dublin Gﬁrporation.' I was a member of this committee
for many years, carrying small subscriptiens té it from the

Cirecle, and occasionally from other sources.

e e

There is 1little to record for several succedding years
H during which this routine work was capried on. iSDmetima,
about 1509 or 1910, the members of the Dublin-circles wersa
] instructed (or requested) to attend a general méeting which

] was held one Summer Sunday evening at the old Town Hall,
|

Clontarf, to hear a lecture from the Rev. Father Sheehy,
lbfother of David Sheehy, M.P. He was himself, I was told,

]a member of the I.R.B. The various Centres wsre1gathereﬂ
|in the entrence hall to identify the rark and file. I had
|

. |
‘not the gumption to count the number who attended, but I

|w0u1d say there were between two and threa:hundréd. The

|Lecturer was enthusiastically received. I have now no idea
|
|

of the subject matter of his lecture, but I know that it

| :
?ealt only with the I.R.B. When he had finished, several

] I
of those on the platform spoke. There were slso & ome
|

Tpeak&rs from the body of the hall., One cftthesetwas & thin

ﬁelicata-luﬂking young man who had a small noisy fnllowing

who insisted on his speaking and who loudly epplauded him
| o=
when he finished.

I cannot remember what he ssgid. I

inquired who he was snd wes told that he was Sesn 0'Casey,
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'} new recruit.

S

Ep————

the "Protestant Republican®. So far as I know, this was

the only general meeting of the I.R.B. ever held. during my
period of mermbership.

It was, I think, sometime in 1912 that I went tc an
‘ ordinary meeting of the Circle which on this phrticular night

was held in the Courthouse at Dunlaoghaire anh Hall. When

I

present and smongst then one who was to me a stranger.
pvresumed that he was either the Vieitor from tﬁa C.B, or a

1 . .
i I entered the foem, I found nine or ten of the!members already
1

Later on other members arrived, including Cooke

| .
| the Centre. #s the latter was about to itake the chair to

. open the mﬂating,‘the stranger stood up and asked him who was
| b

his deputy and if he were present. Cooke repliéﬂ that I was

Deputy Centre and pointed me out. The strangerﬂ'whu by now
|I had lesrned was Bulmer Hobson, then asnnounced that he was

' !

{there by ordér of the Supreme Council and that his instruct-
! :

| ilons were to suspend Cooke as Centre. He then r%questad ms
| .

lto take the chair, which I did.

Hobson then msde a statement
|

\to the effect that Cooke had with others entered . into a
i

lconspiracy to disrupt the I.R.B. by seizing the paper, Irish

i - !
Freedﬂm, or to interfere with its publication. He glso made

bther charges, which I cannot now remember. GCooks made some
-

attempt to reply to these charges, but to my mind.he made a

L

poor "showing" which consisted merely of denials.. I noted

| 1
that at no time did he guestion Hobson's authority or his
%ight to speak for the Supreme Council. In ths adﬂ, Hobson

ordered him to leave the roem, which he did.

! Hobson then said that the next duty of the Circle was

" t0 elect a ne

1 w Centre and that he would temporarily take the

chalr while this was being done. I was proposed and seconded

and unanimously elected. (It was at a later mesting, I think,
that Hickey was appointed Deputy}.
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It is noteworthy that neither Fred Allen nor 6 hUsdhaigh
attended this meeting - a most unusual occurréﬁce, as both
had been very regular in their attendances. The meeting then

proceeded as usual, end when it was finished, Hobson gave me

"instructions regarding my attendance st the me#t meeting of

the C.B. He also ordered me to expel Allen and é hUadhaigh
from the I.R.B.and he gave me a slip on which @aé typed the
. |
Torm of oath that they should take. As well as I can recall,
f

it consisted merely of a pledge of continuing secrecy as

regard the I.R.B.

Later, by appointment, I saw Allen at hisgﬂffica in Lord
®dwerd St. and 6 hUadhaigh in the street near his home in
Monkstown. This was to me a very unplessant duty. Bach of
them proposed sn smendment of the oath. Theseiwere in
identical terms and consgisted of = reﬂervatinn;in regard to
any essential evidence: they might have to use in the event of
either of them being publicly accused of miscoﬁduct by the
I.R.B. I considered this amendment reasonabla;and on Iy own
account accepted it. They each then took the hath as amended..
Later I felt some compunction in-having-sc;actﬁd without
authority and feared trouble. In the end, I mhst now sdmit,

I took the line of least resistance and merelyireDGPted that
the two men had been sworn out. I must say th%t the
intervention of Hobson at the Circle meesting eﬁme-to me ag a
bombshell, I had‘not the slightest inkling #hat trouble was
brewing. BExcept for the accusations made by Hobson when
suspending Cooke, I never afterwards was told ;nything,
official or unofficiel, of the circumstances that led to these,
gxpulsions. MNeither did I make any inquiries.: I felt a i

little hurt by the official reticence in this matter.

I do not know who dealt with Cooke. I presume it must
have been one of his colleagues on the C.B. At the exit of

allen and 6 hUedhaigh the conversation was severely limited
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to, the buginess in hand, owing probably to a certain amount

of embarrassment on both sides.

At this time my brother retiired. Not that he was in any
way =ssociated with the trouble, but because he held Allen in
high regard. Tt.was Allen who had enrolled him snd he did

not wish to remain after his departure. |

iWhen T went to the Centres Bozrd I found that Hobson was
the Chairman, a position which he held until Easter Week.
Other members of the Board then were Cathal Kiékham, Gregg
Murphy, CGeorge Irvihg,&anrge iynns, Saan.Milref, Seamus
0'Connor, Tom Hunter, Sean Murphy, Seamus Descon, Luke Kenmedy,
HMichael Flanagan (of the Typographical Union}), .Peadar Kearney,
Frank Lawless of Swords, and a man by the name .of Bugey ,
I think, but I am not quite sure. These may not be all of
them, but they are sll I can now recall. Theré wers, of course
in time, some charges. Buggy, for instance [iﬁ I am right in
thinking he was ever a member) disappeared eariy. Deacon
wes replaced, I think, by Sean Tobin, while P.{. Farrell cams
on in mid-1914. The Board met monthly, at & p.m., and

inveriably at 41 Parnell Square}

The routine duty of a Centre was first of all to preside

over his own Cirele. Secondly, to attend the ﬁeeting of the

Centres Board at which meeting, amongst oiher ﬁhings, Ceantres

were sppointed to visit other Circles. In this way from time
to time I visited most of the Dublin Circles, the greater
proportion of which held their meeting at 41 Pﬁrnell Square.
These would occupy three nights in the month, ﬁut later on,
in 1915, there were, if I recollect aright, fortnightly

meetings of the Circles.

After the formation of the Volunteers, laste in 1913,

~ the work of the Circles began to liven up considerably.

Instructions were issued "that all members who were snyway fit
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were to Jjoin the Velunteers and to atiend drill regularly
and that every effort should be made by the Geﬁtres and others
to get on to the working committees of the Vblﬁntaers. A8 =
result, myself and other members of my Circle mansged fo be
appointed to t-hé Committee of the Blackrock ﬂﬁﬁm&%ﬂr&&ﬁh@
Volunteers anl drilled with the Compeny. I also joined the
Dundrum Committee of the Volunteers of which'SEEmua O'Conner
was a member, but I only attended a couple of the meetings
here a8 I could not fit in the time for all the meetings end
drills. At this time too, rifle elubs were Pormed in each
Circle. Mewbers subscribed 1/- :per month for the purchase of
rifles as well as the ordinary subﬁcripfidns. . This money

was paid in to the C.B. and as it accrued, rifles were

purchased and ballotted for by the subscribers.

Early in 1914, I would Say the G.B.'eleﬂtéd-two of its
members as delegates to the Leinster Council o? the I.R.B.
I was one of thess. The other was, I thinlk, Séan Tobin,
bui I'm not at all sure. Although I must have attended
several meetings of this Council, what I can'nﬁw recall
concerning it is negligible. I can say that i% met. on Sundsy
forénouns at Parnell Sguasre st long intervala,lsix monthly,
I think. The meetings were informal end did n?t laat more
than half an hour or so. The attendance nevergexceaﬂed six
or seven men, I must admit that I have not thé-ﬁlightaat
recollection of the business. transacted at the meetings I
attended. As to its personnel, I can ﬂnlﬁ defini tely
remember Robert Brennan and Lawrence de Lacy, both s4ill
living. I have a vague idea that de Lacy wsas ?hairman and
that he may have been elected to this position:af fha firat

meeting I attended, but I am not clear on either point.

There were three members of the I.E.RE. ﬁhbm I met

officially, but T cannot say where. I am nesrly sure I did
| .
not meet them st any circle or.at the C.B., 80 it follows

|

|
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that it must have been at the Leinster Gnunci%, either as
memb ers or visitors. Thase;three were Bermotlﬁynch, Dermot
| O'Hegarty and Dénis MeCullough. I understood ?t the time

] that the Chairman of this Council was, ipso faétu, a menber
| of the Supreme Council. Unlike some of my coliaagues in

| the I.R.B., I was never sble to whisper who wa% or was not

I

& member of the S.C. and T was not inquisitive on the point.
| .

. 1
| About the middle of 1914 .a new Circle wes established

| -

| at Shankill. Farrell, Higgins and two or three others were
trensferred to it from Dunlsoghaire. Farrell wag aelecied
Centre. I+t was called the Baliybrack Circle end it met in

the Carnegie Library on the District Council Housing Park
close to Shankill Railway Station.

About ten deys before the landing of the guns at Howth
Hobson asked me if I could manage a row-boat. I aaid ves.

He then asked me to get one or tweo other rowers fér 8

ﬁpecial job on a Sunday morning. I told him theré would be

nk difficulty. in this. Later he sent word to me to attend
1 _ |
w?th my "crew" at Father Mathew Park, Fairview, on Sunday
Eéth July at 9 s.m. sharp, end to parade there with the

| -

?ﬂlunteers, when I would be given further instructions.

!
ﬂcFarﬁingly I picked two men. One of these met with a

3
mi'?hap on the Sunday morning and could not stiend. | The
se#onﬂ man, Jim Brady (a brother of Seen Brady, the:present
Ea%l member) snd myself arrived et the Park on time. There

welfell.in with one of the Volunteer companies and wers duly
gar%ded; Hobson then came forward and requested tha®b any

men|in that company who had hean:ﬂetaila& Tor speciai duty
should come forward. Brady and I obeyed and he then took

I
us one side and gave us the following instrucitions:

We were to travel to Howth by tram and stroll eround the
HoOWI.

If we saw any of our comrades there weme were not o

1

\

|

form |any groups or indeed to take any notice of them.
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About half EleVen or ‘before, we were to hire a b%at to be
1r0wed by ourselvex for a trip in the Harbour and{outside.
1ﬂt about noon, a white yacht would be seen coming from the
hovth towards the Herbour end passing betwesn Ireland's Eve
Lnﬁ the mainland. T™is yacht would be carrying aﬁms for the
Vblunteers, who would be there to meet it. Our duty was to
kaen our boat between the yacht and any boat cmntaining police
ﬁr coastguards wihich might put out to intercept her. We were
£0 try and do this unintentionally as it were, hut,ln any case

| :
td do our best to keep them off. He also ssid that there would

ﬁr%bgbly be others on the same duty. Thus far Hoba#n‘s

ins tructions. Accordingly we took tram to Howth. ﬁs wﬁ had
plenty of time we got off at the railwsy station and}strﬂlled
into the town. 4s we went in I saw two I.R.B, men by the ses
wall but, as instructed, I did not go near them. I %as ani ous
to investigate the boat situation, so Brady set out ﬁu look |
for one. He went down the East Pier and found s boatﬁan who
would let us have his craft. It was much too early y§t to go
out, 80 we took a walk up the Hill by the east end of ithe
town., About 11 a.m. we went down the Fier to where mu% boat-
man was - about two-thirﬂslof thevwey down., He told us that
it wa&ld he veny risky to go mut51da the harbour as the sea
was very chcppy there. FProm the point where the boat was tied
we had|a very good view of fthe whole harbour ard the Btratch

of thenmain street, so that we could easlly see & boat puttlng

off frdm the meinland.
|

- ]
Wehaccnrdingly decided to wait, but ss time passed there

|

was no movement. From where we were we could get out well in
] ;

front of| eany row-boat putting out from the town. Promptly on
l .

time we saw the white yacht in the distance. We kept g close

eye on the harbour, ready to jump into the boat ak any mnment,
but there was not the slightest sign of sction by friend or foe
from any point. We weited thus until the yacht,had come 850

1 L
close that she must make the harbour before she could be
L
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intercepted. At about the mame time we saw the Volunteers
entering the town by the emd of the West Pier.' We then ran
down to the end of the piar-at thie mouth of the harbour. In
& couple of minutes the yacht glided in. aAs she did én,
Bredy hailed her and asked about the guns, &aisha entered
she turned sharp to the left and sidled up to the edge of
the pier just inside the harbour mouth. Besidies Brady and
myself, there were few if any on the pier at this point when
she berthed. One of those on the vacht asked ﬁraﬁy 0o coms
eboard. He ﬁumped dovn and at once helpsed to #ncaver the
ﬁortion of the hold where the rifles were 1ﬂos¢1y stowed,
The first two rifles taken out he handed up togma with an
ipjunction to hold one of them for himself. IBQ this time the
Volunteers had arrived. Some men went sboard and the rifleé

were sﬂmn.baing rapidly passed up and along thé lins.

During the unloading a small sailing boaténosed over
from the west pier towards the stern of the yaght, out of
curiosity, I suppose. One of those on board tﬁis boat was
Harﬁy Bonass, = Bn}icitﬂr from the Law Agent's Department of
the Corporation whom I knew well. Someone on ﬁhe yacht put
this boat under arrest while the unloading of the «arms was
completed. RBredy remainad on the yacht until the last rifle
wes handed up. He then came ashore and claimed his WOADOmn.
ie and I fell in with a small rearguard company;of about 40 men
under the command of g smart locking red-haired;officer not
known to me. We followed the remainder of the Fbluﬁféers wWho
had elready marched into the tovn and were haltéd there. Then
we_ joined the main body there was some re-—arranfemnent of the
companies. The one we were in was moved up soméwhat nearer
to the middle of ihe column, while a small contingent from
Worth Co. Dublin was plasced at the end. These iatter did not
accompany us 0 the city but turned off et Kilbarpreck Lane,



Inmediately after we left Howth I called over ths red-
haireﬂ-nfficer. I told him that I had been at Howth on
special duty, that I had not marched down wit@ the Volunteers
that I had only just recovered from an attack of rheumatic
gout in my left foot and that, as 1 believedll would not be
gble to march to Dublin, I intended to leave the ranks and
take the tram at Suttons Cross. He told me that I wes at
liverty to lesave the rﬁnks whenever I liked, but thet I could
not take the rifle with me. I said I had nofintantian of
lesving it behind. He replied that he had strict instruction
not to allow anyone to leave with a rifle end that he would
carry out his orders. He added, however, thét I was
marching quite well and he was sure I could manage. He was
8lso asble to tell me bhat there would be a halt at Reheny
where I would get a rest. I decided therefoﬁe to continue.
As we entered Hsheny by the main road I saw,;about 100 yards
down the side road on our left, three or foug R.I.C. men
with rifles and helmets standing in the roadwsy. They had
apparently heen aspprised of our coming. They did not come
near us. We halted here for .a gquarter of an hour. When we
resumed I found that this short rest had not improved my

foot; in fact, it made it worse and it begen to pain me badly

Somewhere in the neighbourhood of Killester I heard my
officer tell e Volunteer, who was camplaininé that he had
not got a rifle, to walt awhile as thers wasfa chap over on
the right (meening me) who would be dropping eut at any
momentand that he could heve his rifle. This commonsense
decision angered me very much and any thoughts I might have
had of quitting vanished. I détarminad'tu go on until I
dropped. A8 we ceme down the straight from Killester I
thought of the paving setts in the tram tracﬁs which we wars
spproaching. I felt badly enough on the tar macedam road,
but I decided that the tram peving would finish me if I were

to get that far, which was doubtful. It was in this gloomy
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frame of mind that I saw with dismay that the ﬁsaﬂ of the
column had wheeled to the right and was méving-at the double
along Charlemont Road towards lialshide Road. ihis, I decided,
| was the last straw. In a couple of momentes I fou was at the
double. On turning the corner I saw, about lﬂé vards further

[
dovn, a militasry cordon with fixed bayonets across Howbth Road.

This then was the cause of the change of @iractinn and
the increase in pace. I don't know how I got across that
stretch of road, but somehow I managed it. As we turned to
the left down Malahide Road, still at the dhubie, gomeone
shouted that there was another cordon aheesd nf:us. About
50 yarde further on I was halted at last. I ﬁq not know
vhat others thought, but I could only view the ﬁrasenca of
this cordon ss a timely intervention of Providence to save me
from ignominy. About a minute or two after we halted I heard
from the direction of the front a report as of fhe discharge
of a small bore firearm - one single shot and ne more.
Although I was on the outside rignt of the column I could see
nothing of wnat was happening at the front, nor%ﬁid I care
much so long as I was not asked 4o move., I waaétakinglny
neaven—-sent rest and T had grounded that wretchéd rifle
which by now weighed about é&ght stone - or so it seemed to

MS «

|
]
i
L}

About eight or ten minutes after the shot, 'two men,

- Bupporting a third who was limping, came down the road on our
i right. & little below we they passed through the ranks ard

| into the house of a doctor on our left. I was ﬁt the time
| told that the limping man was Michael Judge snd &hat he had
 been wounded by a bayonet thrust. About 10 minutes laterp
an officer came down and asked us to keep fa the'ranks,
that there was going to be no trouble and not tn_warry.

I do not want to suggest by this that the men - in my vicinity

at any rate — were in the slightest degree showinz any signs

| of penic or depression. On the contrsry, they wére quite
|
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calm and cheerful in spite of the danger that threatened
them. There was, however, much natural curioéity reaarding:
the happenings at the front and there were occasional
strayfngs from the rapks at either side in ani effort. to see
for themselves. after a further lapse of ten;minutes or so
one of the leaders came down the ranks. It mgy have been
Hobson, but I am far from sure. He ordered us to breask up
into small parties, to move back along the road and to make
our way across the fields to the west towards%tha city
bringing our pifles with us. He said that if:wa did this
we would not be interfered with but that we wéulﬂ not be
allowed past the cordon or to enter the city as a body

by any route. |

We then began to dissolve and to move ha¢k along
Malahide Road. Brady end I let most of them pass us. iy
foot wee now giving me but little trouble, bué I decided that
thers would be no trudging across fields for ﬁe. The two
of us had strolled slowly back for 200 yafas.¢r 8o when ws
ceme to some smell villess on the east side ufithe road.

These were set back a litile from the path wi#h steps

leading up to the front door. At the gste nf;une of these

a man was standing. As we came up he spoke tq us. He
delivéred a vehement attack on the guv&rnmentifnr interfering

with us and contrasted its inasction in regarﬂ:to the Ulster

- Volunteers. I Knew then that I had found what I was locking

for. During a lull in his firsde I asked him if hs would
keep our two rifles until the next evening. ﬁa at once
agreed, buf asked us to move on to the zide ddar a few farﬂs
on and to be ready %o slip in when he opened ﬁt. He rightly
thought it imprident to carry the guns up the %tapa with so
many people about. He toock us in by the back and up to his
sitting room where he made us sit down for s while. He was

a 8mell man in the fifties, a8 well as I can recall. He

told us his name was O'Byrne. He produced some newspaper
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‘euttings and read from them seversl verses which he had
written in praise of the Voluniteers and such 1%%34 We left
alfter about 15 minutes. When we came out on thé road we found
that the Volunteers had vanished, but there wefelnﬂw croﬁﬂsl
of people traipsing up and down the rosd, aﬁparently waiting
for something to happen. As we came towards the coasst road

we found the military cordon, consisting of asbdut a dozen men
and ;n officer, still in position acrossg the réad at the point
where they flrst stopped us, that is to say, some =00 yards
gouth from the junction with Charlemont Rosd. iTha men were

now standing "at esse" end were not interfering with
pedestriens. We were in civilian dress. Theré were few
uniformed Volunteers gt this early pericd. I %toppﬁd and spoke
to the officer. I asked him whst wzs the trouﬁlﬁ. He ssgid
somethiné to the effect that he knew littls mor? than I did,
thet he had been sent out to stop some Volunteers Corps who

had brought some:arms from Howth, that he did not like the job,

but that he had to obey orders. We then moved on.

While waiting for our tram at the bottom D? the rosad,
two military motor ambulances came out from towh, stopped
oprosite to where we stood and disgorged their full of armed
Borderers who promptly fell in and marched up Malshide Road.
This occurred at the very lesst one hour after we had been

first s topped by the cordon.

At Harcourt S5t. Railway Sieftion on my way Home I bought
gn evening paper from which I learned, to my gréat ag tonishment,
that we hed entrenched ourselves at Howth Road anly a few
hours previously. On the following,ewening, Mnﬁday, I met
Brady by appointment at Nelson Pillar at 5.30. iThere we took
8 eidac;r to Malehide Rosd to ses our good friend, lir. O'Byrne,
He was waiting for us with the rifles néatly and:separataly
tied up in brown paper. We drove back to the piller with our

parcels, boagrded s Dalkey tram for Blackrock, and so home.
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Before finishing with the Howth episode, I must advert
to & few matters. I have an idea that Braﬁy;anﬁ I may have
known that the yacht-would berth by the end-éf the east pier,
otherwise we would not have gone to this reﬂativary remote
point to hire a boet and would not have hung around there
so confidently. I have, howsver, no recnlle&tinn of being
given any instructions on this point. I sm slmoet certain
that fhe Volunteers had turned on to this giér befeore they

could have seen where the yacht was going to berth,

(ne other point. Farrell, the Eallybrack Centre, told
me afterwards that early on the Eunday'morning he left Bray
for wath.in a motor boat with a friend of hié who owned
the bpat and that off the Baily they_raﬁ intoiVEry heavy
seas which caused great delsy, so that when t#ey &zot ta-
Hﬂwtﬂ all was over. I did not 1ﬁquira from Eérrell wha 1
his instructions were. I presumed they were %imilar to those

given to me.
i -
Hy Howth rifle was a single-charge breech losder with
bolt action and, if I remember sright, had a lraora of 11 or
12 m.ma It wae stemped with the date, 1884-5 The cartridge
case was of bress and hald.aﬁaaden round-nosed bullet.
When discharged, s canﬁidaraéla emount of smoke was emitted
with a smell strongly reminiscent of black Qun@owﬂar. ﬂboutr
a month or two before ths.Rising, I lcaned this and snother
rifls for & Volunteer parade. I never saw thﬂ@ again., On
inquiry later, I was told that they-had sarvadétheir pUrposa.
|
I have read much of what has been wnitteniin praise of
the courage shown by the vblunte&fs at Malahiﬂ% Road on that
July evening, but I have yet to read a single word of
tribute to the good behgviour of the rank and file of the
military cordon who faced the Volunteers. Some writers have

indeed gone so far as to imply that by comparigon the
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British soldiers were a.disorderly mob, Thi% begrudging
attitude may be the result of an over zZealous patriotism,
or of & lack of moral courage or of a poor sense of humour,
or perhaps a little of all three. But surely one does not
enhance: the record of his own prowess by belittling that of
his opponent. I have 6ftan wund§reﬂ what weré the feelings
of the harndful of men in the cordqn when they, suddenly éaw,
bearing down on them from behind a corner, a inumn of some
1,000 armed men. Remember that these soldiers could not
have known that the Volunteers were to a largé extent
untrained, that they had no ammunition, and wéra'ev&n'withnut
bayonets to fix on their long villianous-looking rifles.
YTet they held their ground, under the complete control of
thelr commanding nfficarﬁ Strange to say, no one has sver
eeked wﬁy they did not breek and run, hell for leather,
when they saw us coming! |

It must heve been on the Tuesday precedin# the Kilcool
gun-running that Sean Fitzgibbon 'phoned me to' meet him st
" 8ix o'clock the same evening, at the Vblunteer&ﬂffic& in
College St. on an urgent matter. Thevoffice wéa three or
four floors above the street level and was, I ﬁhink, over:
vhat was then the Vegetarian Restaurant. It wés in this
office that Fitzgibbon had introduced me to Sir Roger

Casement a short time previously.

He now t0ld me that a fuarther conaignmantiof rifles
was expected to arrive on the following Saturaa? night
somewhere on the Wicklow coast. He added that %fter our
experience at Howth and with war now inlthe offing, the
government would use eirery effori the—severmment-—wonld_uge
avery -effort to seize the rifles if they got wipﬂ of the
affair. He planned to take the rifles by lorry from the
coast to some suitseble depot convenient to the c¢ity and

i that from this depcot g fleet of taxis would car:t;':; the rifles
|
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in small guantities and by different routes to various
depots in Dublin. He asked if I thought that the Corporation

Reservolr property st Stillorgan (where I was employad} would

be @ sultable distributing centre. I said that s better place:

could not be found. It adjoined a by-road where there was
little might traffic; it was surrounded by s hipgh wall; it
contained a large yard and plenty of parking space for vehicles.

Besides this, I lived across the road from this 'yard.

On the follﬂwiné evening I went again to Géllage Green

to make final arrangements. It was settled that the texis -
20 or 25 in all -~ would be sent to Etillcrgan.%t five or .six
minuve intervels, the first arriving about 9.30 ﬁ,mp when they
would be duly parked in a leneway leading from tﬁ& yard by the
northern boundary wall. When the lorry or lorriés arrived
they would be taken into the yasrd where the tran%fﬂr 6f the

rifles would be carried out.

b
There was one other matier which had to be dnnsidared.
The Weterworks Superintendent, Thomas Laahtie, who resided on

the Reservoir premises, wes & potentisl danger to tha BUCCEsS

¥ thess planﬂ, He was of Scotch parentage, was my superior
of ficer {Corporatlun}, and was a very decent fellew in most
Tays, but he was obsessed by a bitter and unhrldlad hostility

to anything that savoured of Irish Hationalism in;any gshape or

form. His house was beside the railway station and over 300
yards from and ocut of sight of the proposed theat%e of
ﬁperatinns, but he or one of his family might easily take a
WElK around the reservoirs and discover the taxi park. To
provida against this contingency it was srranged to send out

bF the first taxi three relisble men %o set as police and who
| :

would arrest any interlopegs. To enhance their asuthority
I

was given on loan (at College St.) a large F.N, automatic

p%étol and ammunition. I had also for this purpcsé my Howth
rﬂfle and another 7 m.m. magazine rifle. There were two very
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 convenient valve houses where prisoners cﬂul@ be held under

lock and key until the job was completed.

Gﬁ the following Thursday afternoon, Ligm Mellowes arnd
Eamon de Valera ceme out to 8tillorgan to ch%ak these

arrangements with me. They travelled by motor cycle with

- sidecar driven by de Valera. They appeared satisfied with

everything. All these lovely preparations were, however,
bfﬂught to naught by the arrival at the reaérvéirs'nn the
following night, Fridsy, by the last trein frbm Harcourt St.
of a posse of 15 or 20 members of the.R.I.C. armed with

- rifles and in full wer paint. They said thap they had been

- g8ent to guard the reservoir so that the wa;er%sygply would ..

not be poisoned or otherwise interfered with by German

agents.

.

The easrliest moment I céuld get in touch.with ..o,
Fitzgibbon was on the Saturday morning at 10 a.m. by the
private Corporation 'phone to the City EMginaér‘a 0ffice,
He decided that the plans for Stillorgen mqstfha cancelled
and that, fortunately, he had an alternative ﬂepot,-but
that it was not so well placed as Stillorgan. ' The guarding
of the reservoirs by the police was continued Entil the end

of 1915.

Fitz. asked me to go to Kilcool, but I da%lined
as I was 6till troubled with the rheumstism. Indeed, it was
Ehurtly'afte?earﬁs.that I was compelled, on this acecount,
to discontinue my Volunteer activities end %o éanfine myself
to my Cirele duties. My condition improved somewhat during
the Winter, but in the Summer of 1915 I bagan égain to
suffer, and in September I was completely laid out with
srthritis. At the end of that month I went into St.Vincent's
Hospital for treatment. “Hare I remained for 12 weeks. I

came out somewhat better, but for some months could not walk

L
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without two sticks end - was unable to resume work until June.

During a considerable portion of my time in the hospital
Frank Fahy was & patient in the s ame room, while Dr. Jim

Ryan was a menber of the Resident Medical Staff.

One émﬁa;r afternoon early in 1916, Faddy Gleeson called
at my house at Stillorgan with two young men who had just
arrived from Scotland. They were Irish, but spoke with &
strong Scottish accent. It transpifeﬂ that nﬁ the previous
Saturday afternoon they had broken into s hutIQOnteining
explosives, on some work in or nesr GlaSgdw; tﬁat they had
stolen a box of gelignite, drove to the Dublin boat with
their parcel,'arrivad in Dublin on Sunday and safely
ﬂelifered the pelignite. They both worked in,élasgdw, one
of tham; I think, in a shipysrd. They told maéa story about
the batileship Valient, then recently launched. It appeared
that during her trials a serious fault developed in her
turbines, believed to be caused ﬁy enemy agenté. She was
taken to port and a strong guard placed on boaﬁd; The
repairs were made by picked men who were only ﬁlloﬁgd on
board on production of a pass and after being searched.

I think one or perhaps both of those boys stayed with us
for a day or so, after which I believe they wen% to the
cemp at Lerkfield. I understand that they lat5} took part

in the Insurrection. I cemnot recall their names.

On Good Friday, 1916, at sbout 4 a.m., a meéssenger
arrived at my house bearing a verbal summnons fér me to

attend a special meeting of the C.B.at the Volunteers Hgrs.

| Dawson 8t. at 11 a.m. the same day. I am almost certain that

the time mentioned was 11 a.m. but I could not swear to it.

| The messenger was Joseph O'Rourke, then a mere youth, whom

t I knew but slightly. In later days he became a close friend

of mine. He is now an Inspector under the Wational Health

Insurence, Cathsl Brughe St. I don't remembep asking by vhom



he was sent with this summons. He had cveled from town ard
he left me to continue his Jjourney to Shenkill on a similar
errand to Farrell. _ I

: 4
Later thatf morning I sent word to Hickey, who now lived
at Blackrock, to attend this meeting and to report the result.
T should add thatIHickay had been deputising for me on the
C.B. for the previous seven or eight months. He returned in
the afternnanJ He talﬁ me that he had attanﬁaq the meeting,
that Hobson was in the chair, thst the mﬂatingjlasted oniy a
short while and that no business was transacted. Hobson
ad journed the meeting, telling them to returh ﬂeme and await
further instructions. Hickey was snmeﬁ@at agitétgd; He to0ld
me that it was pretty certain that an insurrection was planned
for the following Sunday {naster), but as to whﬂther he was
given this information by the Ghalrnan or glaana& it from
some of the other members present, I cannot nnﬁ.say. Af'ter

the surrender, he told me that he had received no further

instructions; naithﬂr hed I.

On Thursday, the fourth day of the Rising, -I had two
separate visits from some members of a mounted military troop
who were patrolling in the viecinity. 4n officeﬁ-of this
troop questioned me. He was an undersized, ill-favoured and
ill-conditioned individual. e was badly briefed. He harped
on the idea that I had been wounded in Dublin earlier in the
week, I did not like this fellow snd was glad %0 see him off.
About ten days after the surrender I received anﬁther '
visitation, this time of a more formal but less disagreeable
charaéter, + It was heralded by a formidable and imposing
motorised cavalcade. I had gobt wind of its coming and was

on the lookout. It was hsadad by a wagon of some sort on

which was mounted a revolving gun of 3 or 4 inch bore, fitted

with a shield and manned by navel gunners. Behind tﬁis were

armoured cars and lorries of military and (as I later hesrd)
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a covered wagon with prisunars. When thie pulled up at my
house the local sergeant of R.I.J., Flanspgen by name, and
another man in eivilien dress dismounted and asked for ne.
The sergeant introduced his companion as en Inspector from
Scotland Yard who wished to guestion me. Hs w;s a guiet,
well-gpoken and courteous man, in sharp contréét with his
predecessor of two weeks back. His guestions were simple and

egsily answered. "Did I taeke part in the rebsllion®"

"mid I know Pearse®', Y“ghen did I last see him?" and so omn,

mentioning several of the leaders. He made it cleasr he was
at a complete loss to understand why we should ﬁant to separate
from Britein. I tried to explain and so the interrogation
repldly degenerated into a political djscussicnzcnvering g

wide range. ;

He finally told Flanagan that he had décidéd to leave me
vhere I was., Our talk lested for over half an ﬂﬁur. I
subsequently learned that they had started at SHankill at
about 8 a.m, and had slowly worked their way ﬁaémy place
collecting ebout ten prisoners.on the way, incldding Farrell
end some of the Shankill boys. They left me at about noon
and went straight to Portobello Barracks. Hers %he prisonsrs

were ve-be detained for a day or so before being all releassd.

My brother, Ralph, told me that, auite by aécident, he
met Farrell in Dunlsoghasire on Good Friday afternocn. Farrell
asked him if ‘he would like to take part in a little asdventure

on Easter Sunday morning in which there would be:an element

of risk. My brother agreed to come in when he. learned that
|
he had orders to cut the telegraph lines beside the railway

Bray Head. (Many of these wires were Cross-Charmel ones

g

lsading from Dublin to the submarine cable near Kilcool).

He also asked him to bring a gun with him, if possible. They

—_—

arrenged to meet in Bray st 11 a.m. on Sunday. ﬂﬁ Seturday

evening my brother went to Dublin and borrowed a .38 revolver
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from Gerard Crofts., He met Parrell, who had five or six of
his own men with him, on the sea front. While they were
discussing ways and means, a motor cyeclist arrived with a
dispateh for Farrell. This proved to be an order postpﬁning
cutiing :
the eunting to a future date. Farrell told my brother that he
would see him the following day. On the next MGrning Ralph
went by train to Shankill. to see Farrell. He was told hie was
gone out and he, therefore, came home, assuming that no
further order had -errived. At the sane time Farrell had taﬁen
the train to Stillorgen to collect my brother for the cutting
of the wires at noon, an order)ﬁﬁgch he hed received late on
Sunday night. When he failed to find him, he rﬁturnﬁﬂ to
Bray and cut the lines. Unfortunately they had twice passed
one another in their double train journeys. I ,

On the Monday following the surrender a menber of my
Circle, Tim Fimn, came to see.me. I have already mentioned
him and his brother Owen. They were natives of !Cork. They
were tailors, were both married men with familiqs end resided
gt Blackrock. Tim was Lieut. of the Blackrock qu. of the
3rd: Battalion of the Irish Volunteers. Jim Brady, who was with
me at Howith, was Captain. He now reported to me that in
accordance with instructions he had paraded with his Company
t in Blackrock Park on Baster Munﬁa& at 9.30 or 10 a.m.preparator;
| to marching to Dublin to the battalion mdbilisation point.
Brady did not put in an appearance. After waiting Tor sbout
|half an hour, Finn sent a man to Brady's house aﬁ Booterstown

Avenue to make inguiries. He was told that he had left the

|house. After another long wait for his Ceptain, Finn placed

Pis sergeant in charge of the company and-?anﬁ h%mself to

Euoteratowﬁ.ﬁvenue, more then half g mile distent. There

he saw Sean Brady, who told him that the mobilisation order

had not been issued by the duly authorised officer of the

?alunteerS, that it was invalid and that his brother Jim was
: _ 1
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not éoing to obey it. Finn returned to his company. On his
way back he could plainly hear the sound of rifle Tire from
the city. He found his cumﬁany sadly depleted. The long wait,
the absence of their Captain and then the sound of the

fighting had unnerved them, and most had gone homs.

In spite of this, Finn started at once for the city
marching by the main road. Besides himself, hiﬂ force
consisted of eight armed men and two cycle scouts. I am not
gble to give the number of men on the muster r@ll of this
company, or to say how many had originally paraﬁed on that
morning. With gll this upset Finn had completely forgoften
that Elm Park, on Merrion Road, had been in thejocéugatinn;

of-ﬁﬁ%%ﬁ?%targ as some kind of a training cémp, for a'
considerable period. He only remembered this when almost
abreast of the gate entrance he saw the sentry on duty there
coming to attention to ssluite the armed vpsrty. :E@ at oncs
rapped out the necessary command to his sguad aﬁﬂ returned
the salute as he passed, At the end of Fenbroke Road he met
his scouts, who told him thet armed members of fhe 0.T.C. of
Trinity were moving out in skirmishing nrder.hyiﬁerrion Square
towards Mount 5t. He thereupon seized Ga:isbroék House, &
private residencs, at the corner of Pembroke Road and
HnrthuMherlanﬂ Rozd and installed his party thefe, He was in

& gquandary. He had no idea of where his battalion was or
what exactly was happeéning, so he decided fto go out and

reconnoitre himself. Outside he was told that the Volunteerps

were in Stephens Green. He went there and contacted some of

the Collége of Surgeons Gerrison, whether in the Green or the
College I camnnot now say. He was told that de Valera was in
occupation of Westland Row Station, but that it would be

dangerous to attempt to join him therse. Finn then ssked if

i they would sllow him end his men to join them (at the Green)

|but this, he was told, could not be allowed. Th? only advice
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they could give him was to fall back on Blackrock and aweit

further orders.

He'accorﬂingiy returned to his men and vécateﬂ.ﬂarishroak
House sometime later. He said that the residents of fhis
house had been guite decent to them having regard to their
rude invasion. He retreated by Donnybrook and étillurgan.ﬁd.
®ith the wish to hold his little compeny together he did not
return to Blackrock, but instead camped in the old grotto in
Stillorgan Grove; here he spent the night. .Gn &he next
morning he went with one of his men to Elackrﬂc# to zet
rations and to hear the latest news. ®hen he returned to the

grotto he found that two of his men had decamped. On the

following evening two others got an hour's leavé to visit
I their homes. As he surmised, they did not r@tufn. So it

% went on until Friday morning when he found himself with only

| one man; so he guit and went hoéme. This ends Finn‘s narrative.
|He wag wvery much upset a#_nnt having playved s mo?e active

]yart in the Rising. He bitterly raprnached.himsélf for not
%hﬂving marched at the appointed time without Braﬁy, with having
']waited s0 long and with not‘having made a more_d@ﬁerminad
effort to contact his battalion when he got to the ecity. It

]WaE useless to point out to him how unreasnnﬁble’and hvow

unjust to himself was all this self-reproach. As the weeks

Faséed he brooded on this until one evening, in what may well
nave been a fit of refreshed despondency, he re-enlisted in

!
the British army. Not many months afterwards we learned of

| .
his death: on the Western Front.

I knew Tim ¥inn well. He had seen service i@ the British
Army before I met_him. ﬁe had his Taults. He wss tempera-
mental and sometimes wayward. In spite of this lie was
trustworthy. He had a wi@hering and 6utapoken contempt for
cant or show iﬁ ény guise, a Virtua which did ﬁﬂt:incrﬂase

his popularity with many. His physical cﬂufage and fearless-
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Nness were b&ybnﬂ qﬁestiona In thus cummenting'nn the character

of a colleague I am departing from a self-imposed code, but

I feel that an exception is due in this particﬁlar case.

Towards the end of 1916, I received a visit from Sean
Murphy and asnother Centre whom I cannot now remember. They
told me that it had been decided to get the Cirecles going
again. I said I felt very diffident about Eaing anything
gabout this on account of being invalided ang for so long end of
having taeken no part in the Rising, but they said I need not
heve any doubt on thet account as my case had been investilgated

and I had been exonereted from any blame.

Here I'must malke one fthing c¢lear. I do nnf for one
moment wish to pretsnﬂ or sugegest that but for my iliness I

would have been in setion in Dublin during Easter Week, This

'15 not to say that I would have diaobeyad.ordars, but having

regard to the cnnfualon which relgned, as we now, Rnnw, during

|that Easter weekend, it is hard to say what orﬂara would have

lbsan given me. For one thing, the I.R.B., to whﬁm I owed
lfiret allegiance, were unable to speak with a siﬂgla volice:, or

erhaps it would be more correct to say faeiled t&!ﬂpaak wilth
Pny voice. On the other hand, the military Etaffihad

bpparently made no plans for the deployment of the small South

| i
. €0+ Dublin units. It is most probable that in thé

circumstances I would, like Farrell of Shenkill, have spent
I . :
?he veek "standing by" waiting in vain for "further

ﬂnstructiuns“. !

|

] Murphy and his colleagpe invited me to attend a meeting

Lf Centres a few weeks later, which I did. The meeting was

hle in the end house on the east side of South William St.
at the EBxchequer St. end, and in s front room on the ground
floor. I attended two or three meetings st this piace,

There were several of the older Centres preseni vwhom I knew.
i

| | |
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In the meantime I took no steps to re-form my old Circle, as

I e%ill had scruples in the matter.

dbout this time, Fitzgibbon told me that Hobson was
anxious to see me. I accordingly called on him'at nis housse
in Sendymount. He recounted his experiences of the Easter Week
end whlch have since been ﬁuhlishad. He then aéked me if I
knew anything of the I.R.B. or if I wae still in touch with it.
I told him of the visit of Sean Nurphy and that T had already
attended & preliminary gﬁatiﬂg of some of the former Centres
with & view to reorganisation. He then said tha% he was

distressed at the scandslcous charges which were in circulation

touching his behaviour prior %o the Rising. He said he was

quite prepared to fsce his trial on these chiarges and aslked me
if T would raise the guesiion at the earliest opphrtunity.

This I promised to do. .
|
At the next meeting at William 8t. and the 1ést which I
ttended, I saw several new faces ineluding one whom I after-
ﬁards knew to be Michsel Collins. &t the end of ﬂhia mneeting
ﬁ raised the guestion of bringing Hobson Ho trial) I addéﬁ
tkat I had seen him and that he was anxious to be given the
opportunity of refuting the greve charges of gawar%ice and
t%eachery that were in circulation concerning him.l Collins,
wﬂc, et the time, wes sftanding near the window, spoke at once
a%ﬂ said, somewhat sharply, that surely I ahaulﬂ.kﬁuw that
Hﬁbsﬂn could only be tried by his peers who were ndw all desad,
I halﬂ him that I considered that he was slready being $ried
jugged and condemned without f#risl by many of his fgrmar
co#leagues and that surely there were siill enough people left
whé.coulﬂ exemine inito and prove or disprove these charges,
Gcilins now shifted hislgrmunﬁ and dsid that wes all very well,
but that the urg&niaati?n had much more important worlk in

harﬁs than the triesl end not to be talking nonsense, or words

to khat effect. In facé of this attitude I could say no more.

|
|
|
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I do not know who presided at this meeting, but I do not
think it waes Collins. None of the ofhers present said anything

one way or the other.

I made g mistske in weiting until the end .of the meeting
to reiee the question, but I made a greater mistake in not
praviﬂualyraaaking the support of some of the pre-insurrection
members of the Board, some of whom knew Hobson much better

than I did and who had been in action in Easter Week.

This waes my last attendsnce here, as I ha& finally
decided not to attempt to re-form my Circls. Instead, I had
myself transferred to the Ballybrack Circle whéra, under the
chairmanship of my old friend, Parrell, I continued a somawhat
passive snd not too enthusiastic renk and file member of the
I.R.B. until the end of 1921, In the meantime ‘I wes not in

other raapec¥s entirely idle,
|
As far es I am aware, my old Circle was never reviwved.
: i

At the General Election of 1918 I was g memher of the
small commitiee. that selected and worked for the return of
the Republicen candidate, George Gavan Duffy. 'The Chairman
of this committee was Sean Fitzgibbon, who wss also Director
of the election. It was he who proposed Gaven Duffy's
candidature., Duffy headed the poll in a three=cornered contest
the other itwo being Thomas Clarke, Nationslist, and Sir
Thomas Rnbiﬁson, Unionist. '

At the Local Govermment Elections which followed the
General Election Irgggﬁggguhlican representati#efgﬁ the
Stillorgan Division of the Rathdown Rural District Council.
1 did not covet the honour, but I was pressed to contest the
seat as I was well known in the area. I resigned from this
Council after six months or so as it was irregulsr for one
in the public service to be at the same time a public

representative. The vacancy thus csused was filled by

co-option.
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When the Blackrock Anti-Conscription Committee was formed
under the auspices of the Three~Farty Mansion ﬂouse Conference
I was made one of the Republican members of the committee.
Fitzgibbon was alao a member. i
|

During the Anti-Conscription Crisis Rory O'Connor (later

sxecuted at Mountjoy Prison) came to me in the Waterworks

Section of the City Engineer's Office, Castle St., to which

I had been recently transferred from Stillorgan. O'Connor was
then Engineer i/c Paving snd was located in the same building.
He wanted my opinion on a proposal that in thelevent of an
attempt to enforce conscription the water auppiy should be

cut of £ from gll the eity military establishments. I told
him that I did not think this could be effactively carried
out. One reagson was that any stopping of the waﬁer in the
branch pipes serving the buildings, from the méra ¢losing of
the velves to the cutting.and plugging ol the éipes would

not be outside the competence of the military to'ractify
without much delay. Apart from this they could elways get

a supply of water By hose lines from the Etreef fire hydrents,
0'Connor was anxious to consider the matter further, so we
spent the next few days driving sround the city barracks
during which he.neted the size end exact position of the

various branch pipes together with their walves and 'fittings.

dbout the same time,.at the instance of Dﬁcennor, I
removed from the office to s safe hiding place the two sete
of large-scale plans on which was pinttéd-the position of
the Corporation water mains hﬁfh inside gnd ﬂu?aide-the city.
It was pussibie that they might at some time be of some
asgistance to the enemy. These plans were:notirestorad to

the office until 1922.

Another incident of the Anti-Conscription period that is

worth recording wes the csll to the City Engineer's office of
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a British military officer, a Major, I believe. He asked o
ses the Engineer in charge of the city streets, ihen he was
shown into O0'Comnor's roem he told the latter that he wished
to discuass a matter of the greastest confidence.’ Q'Connor
agsured him that he could de so with safety. He then said that
there would be exmensive gtreet fighting in Dublin if
conscription were enforced and that they would @ainly use
tenks, some of them of a heavy type, in such fighting. He
wanted O'Comnor to give him a list of streets which would be
unsafe for the heaviest tanks, on account of saﬁars ard other
underground works. O'Comnnor said there were many streets
through which 1t would be inadvisable to run heavy vehicles.
He told the Major that it would help him to decide the matter
if he could let him have the weights and load distribution
of the tenks proposed to be used. This the Majér promised %o
do. 1Thaj then had & general discussion on a%raém fighting
aﬁd the Majpr'finally departed, varf well pleased with the
interview. There was & second meeting a week or so later,
but the dropping of conscription put an end to their inter-
changes. - '

I got these particulars from O'Cornor. I record the
8t0ry as en example of the watertight compartments in which
the British authorities sometimes worked., The Intelligence
Sections of both the military and police locked on the
Corporation as a hotbed of rebellion. I found that under
interrogation by the military or auxiliaries it ﬁas unsafe to
mantio&?ﬁ%rporatinn~as one's place of business, - After my
first slip, I alwsys sgid that I worked in the City Water
Bupply Department. They never.seemed %o connactéthis with

the Corporation.

Early in 1920, O'Connor asked me if I could suggest some
quiet place in the country vherse we could carry out some tests

on explosives recenily captured f£rom some Britiah_military



i

$)

S5l

depot. I selected a site by the east side of the Upper
Reservoir at Roundwood then under construction;_ﬁut on which
work was susperded. The site was Corporation proparty, well
away from any habitation and contained a coupleéof derelict
houses of which only the walis remained. Here we two enly
carried 5ut a series of tests. I was in no sense an expert

I
in. this matter, but I had during my service in the Corporation

used consldersble guantities of gelignite and Zonite for rock

blasting and other purposes.

The material we tested was in the form of rectangular
slabs aboult seven by four inches end about one inch in thickness
It was smooth, hard, of a whitish colour snd eacﬁ glab had a
detonator hole at one end. %e fired 6 or 7 charges in all in
various positions and using one slab only for aaﬁh charge. The
results were unsatisfactory., The explosive sppeared to be
sluggish in action. I would say that three sticks of gelignite '
would have been more effective in each case. D‘bonnor was
disappointed. He attributed the result %o dsterﬁnration of

|

the material.

During the. closing ﬁerind of the struggle in 1920-21
the I.R.A. carried out several raids for arms and ammunition
in South Co. Dublin. Quentities of the seized méterial were
stored at the Stillorgsn Reservoir in rarely used underground
velve chambers. This was arranged for between my brother Rélpﬂ
or myself and the local I.R.A. with whom we kept in touch.
The representatives of the I.R.A. who mainly deslt with us

were the brothers Tom snd John Carroll of Stillorgan.

On the setting up of the Sinn Fein Courts of Justice:
I was appointed {h& whom I.cannot recall} a member of the South
Dublin District Court which met at Dunlaoghaire., The other two
members were F.J.Allen and Morrissey, a Dunlaoghaire business—
men. Allen was Chairman. We three officiated until the

" i ! "
dissolution of these courts.
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Th; end of 1921- also saw the end of ‘my active political

career, if the dsbblings herein recorded may be so described.
' [

The Dé1il debates on the Treaty at Earlsfort Terrace
finished me. I had no objection to & haalthyédiffurenca
of opinion, but I could not understend the un#ealthy
paseion and hatred uncovered by these 1nterchéng§a. I was
appalled at the ease with which the unity (or what" I
believed to be the uniiy) of the previous five years was
80 irreparably shattered; all the more so, as; I could
8ee nothing fundsmental in the matter in dispute. The
members of this DAil owed it to the people of Ireland
who had so confidently elected them, and had 80 generously
provided them with the sinews of war, to compose their
differences and 1-.1-: prasent a solid front. Tha:r were,
however, too bent on destroying one ‘another. :Tha so=-gglled
"Pact" wes merely a device eveiled of by both sides to
prepare for their mutual destruction. What a.r;garad me
most with thie sordid struggle was the comfnrt; which it
afforded to our enemies, a comfort which in the past
we hed sc often afforded them, and usually '.mafn they were
most in need thereof. I blame both sides for ‘the
calamities that followed. I did my best to remsin
friendly with those I knew on either side, ‘butl with only
partiel success, for this singular bshaviour wiaa looked
upoﬁ with the gravest suspicion on the princip:le, I

suppose, that he who is not with me is against. me.

_ This is the year 1950. I have read much of the ocean
of explanatory and justifying verbiage with which we have
been deluged by both parties since 1922, but neither this
nor anything that has happened in the intervening years
has caused me to alter my views. On the contrﬁrw, they
have confirmed them. . |
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My leave-taking of the I.R.B., unlike my

introduction, wes not marked by any formsl ceremony.

I simply ceased attending my circle meetings. No

- effort was made to brimg me to book for this dereliction

and I know nothing of the subseguent history (if any)
of this organisation of which I had bsen s member for
13 or 14 years.

blfideo

Date: /’7 ,7' _ﬂ
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