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SECOND STATEMENT,

On the Sunday efter the disbandment of- the
Volunteers at Lime Park I went t0 cougins of mine
named Quinns at Tyrons, Kilcolgan, Co. Gelway.

I remained wit]:_t them Sunday night. At about 4 o'clock
on Honday evening, I crosged to Island Eﬂ.d:,f and
remained on the Island that night. Next morning ,
I set off in a boat with James Quinn and Willie Mke

. of Maree who was.also "on the run" to Parkmere Quay,
neasr Kinvara. Just as we were sbout to step off the

- boat at Parkmore Quay,\ﬁénaa; Quinn asked an old man
if there were any police around., He aé_id, "yes, they
are arresiing my lad below at the house",

We lay flat in the boat and put ocut to geaq;
when we were gbout twenty yarq.a-out‘;the police arrived
at the Quay. We returned to Island Eddy. 4% about
4 o'clock that evening we set out again in s punt to
Maolrock where Quinn got a man called Lane to take us
to Cavealocha and to bring us to ¢'Connor's house at
Parkmore, arriving there about 10: Pell.

We then wait %o the house of my uncle named
Rooney et NHogera, where we had tea and remalined about
an hour. Martin Rooney, Burke and I left and went
cross country to my aunt's house, Mrs. Purcell,

Kealkella, Go. Clare, a distance of gbout fifteen miles, '
i - ’



2,

end got there agbout 5.30 ag.m, I remained tﬁere about

. two weeks. A8 there was great police activity in ﬂ:he

diatrialt I slept out in the f:l.elds at night and ata.?e:i
in the house hy day. Burke went to a cousin of his :l.n
Co. Galway. After about two weeks I went to

Eartin Roche's, Boaton, Den:-zeen, and remainsd there a‘bnut

aix waeaks.

I then went to Peter Kelly's, Ballyvourna.B:‘a g0t

me in touch with Eamon Corbett who was "on the :&un“ at

‘Garryland, Ardrghan. By arrengement I met Bemon in

MeInernsy's house, Gshermore, Kinvara. He c—sama,wiﬂ: me -
to Kelly's, Ballyvourna, and then went to Wal ter Kelly'a,
Boulnevin, who got us in touch with Liam Hallowa wWho was
staying near Peacle, (0. Glara, and we maintaineﬂ close
contact with him, We were assisted by Fr. Feeney,

Fr. Tam Burke and Patrick Fl'athlsr, Kinvara, vﬂ;ﬁ kept us

" well supplied with provisions. I remained with

Peter Kelly, Ballyvourna, until about the middle of July,
when Fr. Tom Burke celled and told us ﬁhaﬁ arrangementa
h.a.q been made for us to escape to America. . About the
15_th*_l_m5_161.'.h July we set out on a common cart, the
property of Patrick liardy', X1l tackie, tﬁ Terry Crowe's |
hauaa'af. Irumore and remsined there that night.

The following evening Jack McNamara and
Con Fogarty, Crusheen, came along and brought us cross
ccuntrr t0 Crusheen and arranged for a horse and 8ide car -
t0 take us to Fr. Scammell's house at Flagmount, where

- We 8tayed for the night. The next evening ¥r. Burke,

Fr. O'Meehan, Miss Bride Walsh and Miss Barry, Gort,
arrived with a motor car and we gll set aut for l
Cappoguin, Co. Waterford. On the way, Fr. O'Meehan
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enjuired the way of a :nolicman who directed us on our
way. We were infarmed at the hotel that only one bed
was avallebls and that the District Inspector-of the

R.I.C. was alsc staying at the hotel mﬁﬁ/u; not :
expected back that night, I Blapt in his bed. |

- -

. The follawing dey we went on-to the cistarcian
Munaatery, Mount Melleray, mere we met PFr, Brennan,
| a cousin of _356.1_1 MWQ#t- h.ft_ﬂr about tm wmq
Captain Collins, skipper of a small boat Plying between
Waterford and Idverpool, eallad_ta Fr. Bronnan and |
arranged with him to teke us to Liverpool. The next
day we went to Waterford and boarded a Jboat called the
"Paffie’ and after a rdugh. passage arrived at _
Liverpool sbout 11 o'clock mext day. . Captain Gollins
took us to 131 Buke Street}, where sesmen and firemen
. usuall} si_:ayed,_ a: %‘n days later we were joined by
Donal Hannigen, Dublin, and Miche4l O'Gallaghan,
Tipperary. We ran short of money and Hannigan got in
touch wiih Dublin and a man called Jack Murphy came
aoross with £20 and remained with us.

We were in touch with Ebil Calleghan end
Tamie Hoare who were officials of the Seamen's Union,
who were to fix us up with semnan's papers, m were
also in touch Ir:!.‘ﬂl Poter Hnmh;r, Scotland Road,
8e4n Sullivan, Seaforth, Neal Kerr, —_ Geraghty, and a
man ngmed Horan who was Chairman of the Rational .
Foresters 1n Liverpool. After about five weeks at '
. i:m.h:a, Street a vacancy occured for one on a boat and we
decided to let Callaghan tai;e,it as we considered he
was ithe most wanted man amongst us,  Another single
vacancy occurred on another boat and it was decided that

-
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‘on board at 10 o'clock, and at 12 she sailed. She

4.

Hannigan should take it. A few days later we got
word t0 report to Birkenhead and sign on & boat which
was salling to Ph;ladelphia. _We were acoompanied %o
Birkenhead by Tommy Hoars. On:l;y two jdbs were vacanst,
so Bamon Corbett and I signed.on as. coal passers.
Jack Murphy had 40 remain a little long.ér_ for another
VAaCANcY. r.ﬁ.ﬁ the boat was not leaving till the
following day we returned to Liverpool that night. -

Next morning we went back to Birkemhead and went

|
took 19 days to make the crossing. German submarines
were very active. When approaching the mouth of the
Delaware instructions were issued to extinguish all
lights as sulmarines were a‘baut eight miles away. 1
having sunk three British ships in one day. Next day
we got into port; we wers not allowed to go aahQi;jB ‘
until we f_:aﬂ washed dowﬁ the engines, Having done so,
we went ashore with the other firemen a.nﬂ. wont into a
seloon for some drinke. When leaving the saloon
Eamon and I slipped away from the firemen and boarded

& irolley car to a ﬂé_fe distance from the docks,

Later that day we travelled $o New York, arriving there
gbout 9 pem., and went to James Haatingaa who was a .
brother-in-law of Peter Murphy of Liverpool., He 'phoned
141 West 97th Street, where Hammigan was staying,
Hannigan ceme and brought us to that address.

7

JNext day Bamon and I went ,ﬁO’#_ﬁa_,n:ricas_ﬁof_the
Gaelic, Americen where we met John Devoy and disoussed
Plans with him. We t01d him that Mellows was on his
way out, am:’l that we thought it betier not to decide on
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anything until he arrived. _Devoy asked us how we were
Tixed up and gave us some moneay. About a week lgter
Fr. Feeney arrived on his way to California.

Bamon @orbett went on to California with Pr. FPeenoy,

I maiﬂﬂ:ﬂ in New York with Hamnnigan. Shortly .
efterwards Jack Mwphy and Dr. Pat McCartan arrived.

43 thereé was no news of Mellows we became very
uneasy as he had left before McGartan.. We decided to

. do samething ourselves, so Hannigan got in touch with

the Gemn unbaaaadm .in a ahm't time comminications
wers going back and_ rmud between New York and
Germany. The m,n.aaadqr 8ot word that Germany was
prepared _ﬁnflm arms and men in flat-bottaned boats:
on. the west ooast of Ireland.. . This was done without
Dovoy's knowledge aud he was very angry when he héard,
sbout it. . That was about November, 1916, and Mellows

haq not h.t arrived,

. - a . e == 4w . . - -

Shortly after this I was awakened early ons
mornins by someons pulling at me, and to ny surprise 1|ur1:m::n~
was 1t but Msllows, ~ 90 we slept together in the same
bed that night. Next morning I went with Mellows to
the orﬂ.;a of the Gaellc mmerican. I introduced .
Kellowa to Dovoy. _He was very plea;ﬁﬁﬂ with Mellows and
8ald he was the most capable man who had ao far arrivud
in america, Devoy employed Mallnwa in the Gaelie ‘
dnerican, = I remained in New rqm-k about three weeks,
and Mellows and I spoke at_a few meetings,

Captain Robert Monteith also arrived in New York.

L told Mellows about the arrangement with Germany
t0 land arme and men in Ireland. He said that 1t would
be better to let the thing hang for the time being, that
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it would be better to send a men to Germany anﬁ._ two nian
t0 Ireland to make arrangements for the landing and to
make swre the people at hame were prepared to receive
them.  We exemined maps and decided that near the
Kartello Tower, Kinvera, would be the best spot to land
the arms, '

.We next heard that Tan Kenny, Craughwell, was ﬂﬂ_t
his way tc _qaigxf;ga., This cat;sed_ug a :aona_ida;-abla
anount of annpyance, #sllows was worrled because
owing to his attitude towards the Volunteers for tha
Rising, he believed that Kenny would create trouble.
mwiné_that Eenny was going on to Boston, Mellows asked
me t0 go to Boston to Gene Durran, Senior Guardian of
the Clan na Gael in Boston, and 0 counteract any
statements that Kernny might make.

About five days later Kenny arrived in New York.
He me% Mellows and asked him to introduce him to Devoy.
lfellows refuged 10 do B0, saying that he (Kenny) had
teken no part in the Rising, Kenny then went to the
office of the Gaelic american and introduced himgelf to
Devoy, who told him that he had never heard of him, and

-refused to have any dealings with him, Kenny then went

on to Boston and spoke -at a few meetings there. 4rf ter
he_ arrived in Boston he gave a full account to the Boston
Fost as to how he succeeded in ga%;;ing to America ':?md
gave the names of persons who had helped him. ghortly
after the publication of this account two young Irish
4merlcans working on the boats, one of whom was ngmed
C'Rourke, ‘were captured with q.gépgtches. in Liverpool and
sentenced 4o n:lne months® imprisomment.,
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Eenny spocke at a meeting in Walton at which he
sald that he was the only parﬁnn alive who knew what
happened in Dublin as he had a long talk with .

Tan Clarke the night before the Rising. Iwas told
later by Mellows and Ramon Corbett that Kehny called on
Zom Clarke on Holy Saturday night and told him that
Galgay would not fight,that they were only a mob.
Glarke replied that whatever Galway would do, mhl;l.ﬁ"
was: going to fight. . )

At a meeting held in Walton asbout Jamuary, 1917,
addressed by Gens Curran, Senior Guardisn of the Clan
na Gasl in Boston, Curran refused to allow Kenny into
the meeting on the grounds that he was not a member of
Clan na Gael and that he had not taken part in the
Rising.  Kenny blaned Mellows for this although Mellows
knew: pothing about it.  Kenny contimed his campaigh to

ridicule Mellows. , He saild Mellows refused to atteck

the R.I.C. Barracks in Craughwell and stayed in Moyods
Gastle and did nothing.

A great spirit prevailed at this time, especially
smong thoge of Irish descent. They were all very
anxious to heer about the happenings of Easter Week.

I addressed several nmeetings in Boston, Walton and
Manchester. Mellows addressed aaveral meetings in
Roxbury Hell, Bostop, and held conferences with local
leaders.  Nora Connolly -and Mrs. Sheehy-gkeffington also |
addressed meetings in Boston. At this time rumours: "grgai-e '
currenti in jmerica that there would be no more fighting

in Ireland and that all we wanted was to be rep::eﬂﬁntéd

et the Peace Conference. Mellows resented this very much
and he::, stated at several meetings that Iraland. would "
fight again, and what we wanted was arms,
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During this time I was in constant touch with
Mellows. I usually went to New York every Saturday
to discuss matters with him. Nellows sent word to me
%0 make sure and go to see hi,n; the following Saturday.
I found Mellows in a; ve_rjr serious mood. He told me
that he hed contacted a German lady in one of the
Western 3tates, who owned a ship, and that she would
pPlace 1t at our disposal if we could get anougﬁ men to
man it. . He sald it was proposed to send the boat to
Germany via Russia, that it was to keep well out in the
Arctic so as to_avoid the British Navy. He also said
that arrangements had been made with Germany to-loagd

“her with s.rma and ammnition, and to land them in

Ireland. He sald he was going on the irip and asked me
t0o get four or five men as firemen and coal pPasgers.

I Baid I would g0, and I got four others mc_,agraad_tn_
d:u:;é. . They were, Michael J, Rooney and John Morrissy,
both Galwaymen, and Hamill and Toal who were fram Sligo.
The following Saturday _ni@t Mellows came t0 Boston and
informed me' that the project had to be ebandoned as he
@ould not get sufficient Engineers: for the boat,

. At this time I got several letters foom Kenny in
which he abused Mellows. I sent the letters to Mellows.
In one of them he wrote: "Fairheaded Bill you apme good
for nothing only drinking tea over at. Walshe's of
Killeeneen, and going up to Pidraig Pahy's, .B;allsfualahan“-
Mellows told me afterwards that he mislaid the letters and
never located thenm. i -

.. ..A conference was arranged to be held at the United
States Hotel, Boston, at the requesat of Gene Curran and
W. Pitzpatrick, a Journalist on the staff of the Boston )

' American, between Hellows, Kenny and myself :lﬁ an attempt
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t0 £ix up the differences. Eenny arrived at ‘the hotel
,i:hraa-quartera of an hour before the time appointed,
but left before the conference was due 0 start.

Matters became worse now; this was aﬁuut the am_i of
Aungust 1917, with the result that the (lan intervened
and set up a _ij_..‘!i‘bﬂq”i;_l ;‘lgw York 40 inwestigate the |
rouble. . Mellows, Kenny and I were sunmoned to appeap
before the Cammittee. The three of us went before the
Qommit tee and having heard shorg statements from us, the
Camnittee adjourned to gnother roam. . Afier a short time
the Camittee returned and informed us they were not
the proper party to0 investigate thinge. that happensd in
Ireland. They requested us while in dmerica o be
friends and show a united front. This we did, and
matters eased greatly. Kemny dropped out and tock no
further part. _ He then became assooclated with the
Soclalist Party.

-~ Wien Lloyd Gecrgé apnounced the setting up of the
Irish Gonvention sbout June 1917, Mr. W. Fitzpatrick of
the Boston american reng me sbout 1 s.m and informed me
of it, and asked for my views on it. I tola h.’uﬁ that
Mellows was st the United States Hotel and I suggested
that we should go there and tell Mellows about it.

When I arrived at the hotel, Fitzpatl.'ick was alraadr
thera, and. Mellows was getting out of bed. _li‘:lt:patrick
explained Iloyd QB“PEF_ B suggestions in detail,

Mellows and I were against Jhaving anything to do with it.

That marning Lloyd George's proposals and our opinions
against 1t appeared on the front pege of the Boston ,
Anerican. Mr. Fitzpatrick who was a mamber of the Clan
Ra Gesl, was one of our greatest supporters in Boston,
and on aggount of his connection with the Press was a
tremendous help to us. We had to take matters erta.ay as
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America hed already decélarad war on Germany. Many of
our supporters became rather cool, and scme of them _
resented our activities, as ther"faared they might get
Anto trouble. As a result, relations between Mellows
and Glen na Geel became scmewhat strained.

Mellows sent word to me to wiglit him _.1111 New York.
I met him there the following Sunday after_ 10 o'elock
Mass. With him were Dongl Hannigan, Remon Gorbett,
Prapk Robbins end a few others. - Mellows appearsd
rather upset. I asked him what was tha matter. '
He sald moat the Clan hed eased off and had thrown in
their lo} with the Govermment, and that the only twu
men he could rely on were Joe MoGerritty, Philadelphia,
and Poter Golden, New York; that Deveywas not as good
as prézritrgsly and that Major Nolan had gone over
canpletely to the Allies, '[ He also sald there was now
no hope of getting arms or any support worth while in
Aperica , and that the best thing for us was to_go hack
%0 Irelend and that he intended to _go to Germany.
Donal Hannigan and I agreed t0 go hame Ammediately.
I went back to Boston that nlght and returned to
New York the following Thureday. I met Mellows agaln.
Ee told me he had a great chance of going on a Belgian
rellef ship which was lying out in the Bay, and fram
f‘alg:hm he could get to Germany through Hul:l..and.

.. .. Devoy called that night and we told him of our
p:_!,ana. He sald that he did not th:lnk that Hannigan

'_and I would get going as 1t was very difficult to pass

the Sallors and Firemen's Delegate - & man named Iynch,
but he belleved Mellows would get going alright,
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W had got in touch with Paddy Donnelly, who
wag a Seaman. | Donnelly told us that the 'Saint Paul!
would be sailing on Monday and that we should try to
get someone on her . I remained with Domnelly that
night. He Wwent o0 thé docks.about 1 s.m. Or 2 @.m.
t0 £ind ot how matters were golng,  He came back snd
sald "the 'Saint Peul' is signing on her crew and we

haven't a man on her"., _ Domnelly gave me his sesman's

Papers and book and I went to_the dooks to sign on.

When I entered the office to sign on, I saw two

' detectives close by with the sallors' delegate - Lynch.

&11 the crew was nearly signed on, and Lynch had his -
éye on me, _When I went t0 show my papers to the
officials, Lynch siapped the book out of my hand, and .

- baving locked at 1t sald, “you are not Paddy Donneliy",

I sald, "no, I am not", "Where did you join the
uniun?"_,l' he said, .“mvarpoc-:l.'f_, I replied. He then
asked me what fee did I pay to join. . I eaid, g1,
He said; "that's right, four dollars". _He further
guestioned ma,ahﬂqﬁ what ah:l.;-_a I had been on, I t-h_eﬁ
seld I was not on eny ship except the 'Straltfillan’,
the one I came over on ebout a year 8g0, and that
I.never joined any Wnion. He asked what brought me
over here. I told him I had taken part in the Rising,
and had escagped {0 America, and that I wanted to go
back., He said, "why did;;_'trm tell me at first you
wanted to go back". I said, "I was told to be -
cautious of you'. He asked who told me that, I said,
"Devoy told me it would be imposgglble to get past you",
Lynch sald, "I am as_good an Iristman es Devoy ever was;
I never prevented any Irishman from going back to fight
for his country. He then passed me through and

1 signed on a8 a coal Pasger, I made arrangements
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with Iynch to meet Hannigan anﬂ_ Mellows that night.

They met, and Eynch arranged for Hannigan and Synott

to travel on the 'Saint Paul'. He advised Mellows

not to travel ae he intonded as he was bound t0 be -

caught.

We worked our passage on the 'ﬁa:‘:n_t Paul' as
coel passers and arrived eafely in Liverpool. A Gay
or two after we arrived in Liverpool we heard that a

‘few days after we sailed, Mellows left Now York to join

his ship and was arrested while crossing the Brookiym .-
Bridge. Lynch was afterwards one of t_hg best men in
America as regards helping men in and out of the

sountry.

. I remained in Liverpool, and Hannigan came on
t0 Dublin.  After a week or so he sent word to me to
oaie to Dublin. We found things unsatisfactory in
Dublin, There wae a difference between the Volunteers
and the IL.R.B. We had brought a good many
camunications: with us from Devoy, to be delivered in .
Dublin. I thirk Haonigan gave them to Diarmuid Lynoh.
We were told by Diarmuid ILynch not to give ana'
De Valera and tell him how matters stood in America.
Hannigan later saw De Valera in Dublin alone,

.I met him in Nevins Hotel, Loughrea, on
2nd’ November, 1917, and had a discussion with him
lasting three hours on how things stood in America.

- He asked me if there was any chance of his getting to

America, as he would like very much to meet those penpln.:



'y

13.

I told him there was no chance of his going like us

é._s coal passers as his appearance would be against him.
an that occasion I also told him that if he went to
fmerica, that from my experlence there I was

convinced that it would be necessary for him to bresk

with the Clan, and appeal to the american people
in gensral.

saw fulvish Lodlimom

DATE 7‘&@&31_1 A 450

-
WITNESS w

BUREAU OF MILITARY KIBVORY 1913-71
BURD STAIRE MILETA 1973.21

No. W.S. 406




