B . e R

" ¥ UREAU OF BRLIT

BURD <TMRE RWEATY 033

TARS BETOTY 181321

-1

r-[EF}'\h‘JS' O

BUREAU OF MILITARY HISTORY, 1913-21.
STATEMENT BY WITNESS

DOCUMENT NO. W.S..402 ...

Witness

Hr. Sean Cusack,
8 Mount Temple Road,
Arbour Hill, publin.

Identity
Brigade 0/C.
Antrim and East Down Brigade 1919;
I.R.A. Orgeniser East Down, 1920.

Subject
(a) Storage of Arms
(b) Intelligence work

Counties Antrim and Down, 1916-1921.

Conditions, if any, stipulated by Wilness

Nil

File No...Ss174 ...

Form B.S.M. 2.




. | ]
BUREAU OF MILITARY HISTORY 791 3-21
BUAD STAIRE MILEATA 10i3-21

\G\NAL . No. W.5. %02

8 Mount Temple Road, Arbour Hill, Dublin. !
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There was an ilntense feelling of diaaatiafaétion_-
‘emongst the men in Belfast who hed travel],qd_iﬁq Tyrone
on the Saturday of Holy Week, 1916,-against ihe "
leadership displayed on that occasion. i

Denis McCullough's prnmimma in the repu‘bl:l.c'un

organisation pre 1916, his unﬁ.whteﬂ control I:‘I.n
Belfast and the feeling of confidence thgsﬁvol!untma'
in Belfast had in his leadership pre 1916, wa'esahmn
when the time for action came. My m_imprelaaaién of
Mr. McGullough's reactions to the arders for & rising
on Baster Sunday, 1916, was his perplexity a.’_c.l; the
orders he had received and his feeling of inability %o

carry ‘those orders out.

.Shortly after Easter Week when we came together
to discues; the prompects of reorganising the ';folt;lnt&ars
and the I,R,B, in Belfast area, wo decided o recorganise
the remnants of the Irish Republican Brotharh,oodg
arganisetion. ILiasm Gaynor was appointed Hea!a. uéntre for
Ulster. . _Gaynor's attitude towaerds the I:-:I.-emI
Valunteers was that the I,R.B. should contrdl! the

Volunteers and meke officer appointments and :ﬂrder

at:tivitiea. . I was_opposed to any I.R.B. canlt.rﬂl in the
volunteer organisation. I held that the Iri_iah
Volunteers should be free from any ocutaide pmj[ secret

control by the L.R.B. Some time later in 1917 when
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I started to reorganise the Iriah vnlun‘beerﬂ, m:.r ildeas
were followed and the Volunteers qpppin‘tﬂd thei;z- own
of ficers by the order of the members. | I
After the general release of aantanr:ﬂd 1916
prisoners in March 191‘?, ‘I was sppointed apokesman
to interview Denis McGuilough to find out uhat m.a
future intentions in relation to the ‘Ialuntel.ers_ and
the I.R.B, would de. |
|
Mr. MeQullough explained to me his problems in
Eester Week 1916. He told me that he naa._l:ieang
asked by his leaders; to do something which ns ﬁarnnd
the reasonable expsctations of his amall force.
He believed that McHelll's arders. were mmﬁfﬂ for
Belfast, at least, under the circumstances tfhenl
exisiing. . Those reascns prompted him to ﬂfaccﬁ:a&ﬂ
action in Belfast after they returned from f.‘-i‘_m Tyrons
on Esster Sunday. I told Mr. McCullough that we all
felt that he had to same extent let us down. We
lodoked on him as being most prominent 111..1:1.1&,' Councils
controlling the revolutionary movement prior to. 1916,
and that when the time came for leadership we were
left leaderless, I told him that I was pergonelly
satisfied with the explanation he gave re hi;ﬂ attitude
towards the orders issued to the Belfast men in 1916.
I told hinm that I would be anxious to know 1F he was
incl1ned to assume leadership again in Belfast and
that I wes instructed to inform him that the renk and
file in the _Mumaaré would be relieved to ]im““ that
he would not attempt to agaln sssums 1aadsrui|1:lp.
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_ ¥r. McCullough informed me that we ca-ra:m‘raa.t
assured that in future he would not seek w antivs
part in the affairs of the I,E.B. or the I‘r:i.ah
Volunteers but that he would slways remain !‘Iihoroughly
gaelic and republican and work for the repullaliuan

cause, and would help to provide funds and do other
- |

useful work. :
I
1

, In July, 1917, I got a message in Bel{;‘ast' that
I vas to travel to Dublin end there meet Archie Heron
at an appointed plave. I met Heron s arvanged, and
he t0ld me to have my breskfast. I then mlaa o
proceed %o, I believe, an address in Suffolk Jtreet
where I was to meet Michasl Collins who would explain
¥hy I was called to Dublin, I met _ﬂulli_ﬁﬁ_lga'ﬁ the
appointed place and he told me that a q_uant:i.ty !..01; 1
emmunition had been landed in _n_arr:r. before IFhe _:3.916
Rising and still remained there. He axp:l.aimd. that

DUBLIN
convey from Derry to m t he wulﬂ. p:'wia.e

a car and a driver rrmmhliﬂanﬂthatwjdhm to
provide a car and capeble driver who knew . the roads
beiween Derry and Belfast and who would mcc:mapr the
Dublin car on the expedition to Derry. !

. The Dublin driver @id not know the northern
rogds. Gollins' car wes sent to Bolfest and I met it
there and made all arrangements for hnﬁ;_ﬁu%e-tp_ leave
Belfast_togsther for Derry on the following Sunday.
Thie was the firet time I met Michael Collins and as
1t was Saturday and the next day was arrange}d fj;ir
14if.4ing the smmmnition in Derry, I told oailins
there was little time for me.to make the Belfnaﬁ

arrangements, 0Oolling told me that he had confidence
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from what he heard sbout me that I could do it and

he said "befare you leave for Belfast you !rlmat meet
the Dublin ariver and discuss all arrangements, with
him sbout making contacts in Belfast®. @

.1 mot the Dublin driver and made. arrengsments
with him and returned by the S p.m. train to B}llfaﬂt-
On the traln journey I was thinking ﬂﬂpplx!.cmi' the
urgent, problem of providing a cer end a safe driver
to.carry out this important mission, and I decdded

|
that the first person I would contact on my return to
Belfast was a Mr. Pi'nnﬂaan, a chemist, Roydl Avenue,
Belfast, as I knew he was a reliable meuber of the
Sinn Péin Movement for a mumber of years and he was
an enthusiastic helper at the start of the | .
Volunteers in 1914, and as far as I know, was a member
of the Civil Committee governing the Belfest
Volunteers. . I also know he had no sonnection with
the Hibernisn érgenisation. = I _ezplained what
I required to Mr. Finnegan on my arrival m Belfast,
pointing out that, owing to the nature of ﬁhe Job,
I was compelled %o keep the matter confined to the
pecple who would be agtually involved in aéa.ng the
work, M far as I can remember, r:l.nmgan B

reaction was to tell me that Dr. Harry l!nlia':l:b was: the
man for_the job. I _told Fimnegan I did-not know
McNabb personally but that I knew him By repute as
being a member *of the Simn Féin organisation. :
Finpegan sald “"lUeave HoNebb to me, I will :I-‘l_‘iz that.
If McNabb 18 not available I will mran.tﬁé to you
that between MoNabh and myself we will .pr.nf-';ura a
relisble driver and car to undsrtake the .'lc:r'h".

Pinnsgan then enguired if I would give h.im:ftﬂ.l

1
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pa:{timnlars‘ of the arrangmmt& 80 tﬁat he could brief.
the driver as to what wes required of him. II gave all
the necessary information $0 Finnegan. He t:fﬂ.d me to
call at a later time that evening and that he|wmﬂ.ﬁ. glve
me the particnlara about the driver acmanying the
Dublin car 40 Derry. I am confident that nn ny return
to_Finnegan he informed me that McNabb was not :!.n a
position to undertske the job but that ‘nﬂtwﬂ:i then
they had secured Ir. James: McKee of Banbridgs! to :
undsrtake the work. |

= a ke s e e = . _ . - '

. My next Job wag to call on a Mrs. Barvey to arrange
that she logk after the Dublin driver when he larrived.
I arranged to meet the driver end bring him to this
woman's place. _ I explained to the woman thai:: the
Dublin man being a_stranger in Belfast would probsbly
remain indoor awalting the arrival of .n;;otharluar. whose
ariver whuld have ne difficulty in finding her addresa,
Both drivera eventually met at Mrs. Harvar 8 anﬂ made

The Dublin driver had Collins' :i.nutmmtiuna a,haut the
location Of the smmition in Derry end the lifting of
1%. ...T hed no further concern with the subsequent
arrangements which were in the hands of the Dublin
driver. .. I was later duly informed by mllinal that both
cars with the smmmition safely arrived in ]Ju.‘:::l.in; |

. After this incident I was constantly in close

c_qniaqt..irith. Michasl Collins up to the time ur; the
Treaty negotlationa. |

..The most importent matter to which I m}u to refer

is the eppointment of company delegates o thel
1

re-organising convention of the Irish Volunteers which
°S W
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was to be held on the Saturday of the week in whicl; the
Simn Féin Convention was held in Dublin in Dc!»tah?r » 1917,
5 M’..t-hia time there were only two can;pnnliaa'in
Balfaat' "A" and "B", "GY Qompany was earl:l.sr formed
by - the 1a1;e Peter Burns fram the E"U‘IJIJ.E mmﬂbsrls nr the
8eén McDermott Sinn Péin Club. Burns requastte&. G. H. Q.
t0 accept an affilitation ss a separate unit.from the
other two Companies A" and “B". I was not aware of this
move nfBurna until G.H. Q. asked me for my cq%meﬁta.
At the seme time G,H.Q, informed me that they were
opposed t-a granting permission to organise ne'lur campanies
until the existing otmpanlies were recruited qp to
reasonaliid strength, I replied to G,H.Q. to the arraat
that I had no cbjection to the formation of aénew
eompany but I felt that the formation of this!tgh
Qompany would lead to intarnai} friction in th-.L Volunteers:
which was undeslrable. . Before sending this :.J-eply on to
G.E.Q., I also interviewed Burns and I showed ﬁ}m the
eommunication I had received from G,H.Q. as wéll a8
giving him an outline of what my reply to it w!lnnlﬂ be.-
Burns asked me to refrain from mnding on my reply until
I met kim and a few of the members of “C @mq:!anr for a
diaqusa:l.on of the matter which I agreed to, !:Bm-na, at
this maating, siressed hia idea that the f.'o:mation of
"C" gompany would m.d ko the Btrength of the vnlu.utaara
in_Belfeet as_ there were certain members of ngw Company
would would not join aﬁsting'unmpaniem one ef the
reasons being that soms persons would not 11]:& to axpose
themselves as members of the Volunteers for hupineaa and
other reasonms, the contention being that members of A"
and "B" Companles were very well known to the police
authorlties. I informed Burns that I had alrLad;r been
thinking over this problem and that I had decided that

A
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should "C" Company members join up with "A" and g"
Companies in a joint affiliation but each keeping &
separate identity as A. B and C Gm;;pani,a:ﬂ,,.l.!_wﬂﬂlﬂ make
arrangements that mem, such es Civil Servants| and
business men, who did not desire to be ssenn Im open
parades, could get drilled and trained indoar without
atiracting attention from the British Mthor:l.i;;ien. At
this time I was not a Battallion officer, I ‘liraa afﬂciullr
an instructor to the Belfast Volunteers, = There wa's no
Battallon organisation in the country until after:the

Convention in October, 1917, i

Some time éfte.r my interview with Burns lll}ﬂ eéilﬂ.ﬂ.
on me. end ezpressed. his. agreement with my suggestipns and
handed me the affiliation fee for "G¥ Company. :.I a8 a
result I had three affiliated Campanies in Belfaxt.

|
I

_A meeting of the_ three Belfast Companies rl'gra.a held in
St. Mery's Minor Hall %0 selest delegates for the
Volunteer Convention. At this time I was head lof a Gircle
of the L.R.B. I can't now definitely state if my Cirals
received the instrustions which undoubtedly other Cireles
recelved, t0 see that dslegates smelecied ta_atﬁe:%d the
Volunteer Convention should be I.R. B, mern as farias '
possible. Before I tock the nomination of delegates to the
Convention, being the efficer appointed to do 8o 'ilt:.v G HQ
and aceepted by the Volunteers in Belfast, I madejclear to
the meeting_that I understood that an attempt was' being made
from an ocutside source to influence the Ealgctimgof'
delegates to the Convention. I pointed out that i|a.a the

officer gppointed by G.B.Q. %o take .the_hﬂ;lainatimls I was

on
at the mament in the chalr but I would vacate the chair
when the nominations wers being made even though the

|
majority of the members present wished me %0 retain it.

el
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My reason for thie was that I was not in fac't an of ficer
of eny Company and I wished to ensure the ?ulunteara
would have a falr chance to_exercise thelr righta unﬂsr
the Constifution to a_free cholce of dﬂlagat?s without
any outmide Iinfluences - mine or from other sources.

1
1

The nemination of the delogates was carrisd out in
a mannSr which had my wholshearted approval. E .4 far es
I can recall the delegates were = MA" GDmPa;l.?
P4draig O Rialn, a native of Dublin but then resident
in Belfast; "B" Company: BSen Sullivan, a xéirrmm; and
ugh Compeny: Paddy Byrne (proper name Scamus 'ounningham}‘
I was a delegate at the aalaction of . H. Q. anﬂ attended
the Convention. My :Lnamctims an leaving Balfast was
that I was_ to proceed t¢ a certain Dublin aﬂﬂr@sa and
I there would get final instructions where to go to attend
the Qonvention, . This I did and was informed %hatthe )
p;l._acg of the meeting was now altered and that I was to
meke my way to Oroke Park and not o make any fm:*thar
inguiries on the Journey there. I

I can't now describe where the meeting was .hela.~
the building it was held in was a ramshackle a.ffa:‘._.r, at
least one storey up from the ground floor, . I ca&n remenber
it as being very cold. There was a good crowd Of
delegates there, I only knew the Belfast ﬂalug%tqﬂ:
and men, such, as Michael Collins and Edmon de Valera.
A3 far as I can remember, Mr. de Valera addressed the
meeilng and when it came o the question of aelenl::ting
representatives on the Executive Council end when the
question of Ulster representatives; came up, my na;na was
proposed. I, immediately asked permission to withdraw my
ngme and I desired to make a substitute propossl, ] I then

proposed Seén MeRntee, whom I stated, fought in 1§15, and
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wae subsequenily condemned to death, as a proper person
to represent Ulster. Mr. MoEntee was a.ppni‘_nteﬁ.
The impression I got at this Conventlon was 15[511& urge o
organise, Ve had nov an Executive Committee in charge -
that we should drill and train and get proper and
energetic quartermesters appointed and meke a:l.:L possible
efforte $0 procure arms by any end every maa:is—; - that
the fight was not over but only commencing - ithat training
in the open air, route marching and all such }amn-ieaa
should be indulged in to make men €it to £ight and
endure hatiships. | |
| i

8eén MacEntee who had attended a meeting of the
Executive Committee of the Irish Volunteers: cw::l.'ﬂed. in
connecylon with the conscription menace, sent md t0 me
on his return Yo Belfast to call to his rasiaml‘;aea.- and
there informed me of what had passed at the m&étiﬂg and
that Hichael Gollins would be anxious to meet me at my
earliest convenilence., MsoBEntee also informed ;nﬂ that
he believed the reason Collins wanted to see me was that
I was being selected as a sultable man to organ:.'!.ae
resistance to conscription in north-east Hlater.:; I asked
Mr. MacEntee what was the opinion of the membara of the
Executive in comnsction with the comscription denger.
He replied that as far ae the Volunteers were .memd
their attitude was that no man was to leave the ::ouqtry
no matter what other sections of the community ﬂéuided.
He informed me that as the Irish Hisrarchy hed given the

' pecple a lead by their aondemnation of the British attempt

to ilmpose conscription and the right of our pacapla to
resdst, the Volunteers felt that the mrwhalming1 m&jnrit:r
of the people would aatively resist any atismpt to impose

conaseription, ' /{_;Z@ !
|
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That week-end I m-ocaed.ﬁd t0 Dublin and met
Michael Collins, HBe informed me of hie Wmmt
of me g8 an organkser of the effort to ﬂafe!:a‘h
conscription in the north-east erea of Ulster. He
expresa8d his desire that I should get d.m.-to the
preparation of plans for the area without tt;eat'in.é the
question as a very urg'ent. matter. He did.n*it think
that the crisis would be sprung at a moment's nbt.ica.
He, however, would like all plans properly madanhan
the tims for action arrived. He also advised that all
Volunteers in my area wore to throw themselves
wholeheartedly into the people's dammtra‘bit:.}m to
show the British how fierce the effort to nn:!?aor;pt
our young men would be fought. The ?oluntuaigrss ahould,
in fact, go out to organise public demonstrations: to
deaw attention to our determination and to aa‘h all our
poople enthusiastically behinﬂ s, '

When I retwrnsd to Belfast I found it was not
necessary for thu Volunteers to take any 1ea.d.1.:ng part in
the moves that were made in Belfast t0 resist .
conseription, They threw all their emergies 1:11;4:
helping the §inn Péin orgenisation who took ﬂm matter
actively in hands. It was not considered good polioy
t0 hold public meetings in Belfast area as mea‘léd.nga
organised by the nationalists were likely to 1519.&*. to
aectarlian trouble. Omr efforts were more ﬂiralptaﬁ to
getting resolutions passed at meetings: of publiﬁ Boards,
and other bodles, such as, Foreaters, A.d.H., m;elim
Leagne, etc. The main idad behind the Volunbedrs'
efforts in this matter were to protect the paupil;!_e'é'
morale so that if the neceseity arcss that a hmj:m-a:'i per
aont effart to defeat Britain's plaens would be mlada -

Physically 1if nscessary. The slgning of the anti-
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i.conseription pledge at the church doors -~ which was done
on the ssme day all over the country - waa-ﬂ:ll.e ﬂrst big

public demonstration made in Belfast. 't

1

_ |

The next item of interest I will refer |to is the
alleged German Flot in May, 1918. A few days before the
arrests in connection with the German Flot a Lmaﬁng was
called by G. H. 'q,. of delegates from varlous ar%araa -:l.n
Ireland and some from England and abroad. E‘he maa.ting
was held in Phil Shanshian's. I was amonﬂd{
attended. I travelled t6 Dublin and met the|late

P.J. Berrill of Dundalk, who attended the maatiil1g with me,

' The meetingSlasted for two deys and a night. | The’
matters discussed were, as far as: I can _ramamll:ef now,
concerned purely with quaationa of British militarr
poats and their sirengthe. Discusaions were cn matters:
off strategy and information was sought on har'lgmura; the
coastline and railways. 1 remember very ulea!_irlr the =
railway lins from Dublin to Belfast being diaeiuanpd. and
the question of the friendliness c-r- otherwise inf the
population in each area where the rallway passed.:

The question of eommunication between various I[units was
discuseed and alsc the location and strength c&f enemy

forces.

I did not hear a word of any matter t.hat wnulﬂ. give
me, an ex British N.C.0,, any indication that tha Iriah
Volunteers were in touch with the German Ewsrnmant or
any other foreign source. I had little mmv].Ld.ge of
ports, docks or matters of interest to nativea! nf
maritime areas and, therefore, I could not hal:fpfullr
expreas opinions on those matters. Hiﬂhﬂﬂl Gé:llin& hed /‘égc
‘made arrangements for my stay in Dublin 111%&& 8 Hotel .

while attending those meetiings. I remember u;\:.aarlr on
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the morning after the last meeting, a priest|at
breakfast pasaing the remark that there was L general
round-up all over ithe couniry last night and uwp to en
early houwr this morning and that arrests were atill
hain;g made in the city. This was the ﬁrntima 1 got
of the German Flot round-up., The priest d.iil]ll not know
I wae at the meetings in Shanahan's, '

Some time in the entumn of 1918 - I was then
employed in the electrical seciion of Harléﬁﬁ & Wolf's~
and was on this particular occasion going on inigh.t duty
at 5,30 pem, , and my firat bresk for a meal was at 8 p.m,,
for which I usually went home. On arrdval r::!n this
occaesion my wife informed me that a young manl. named
Thomas McIlhone, who was a shop assistent in !mm‘s
Pr.iblie; House on Antrim Ruadl; had called to aa:?e me and had
left a small parcel for me which I was to examiné before
I went back to work, and that if I thought the comtents
were alright I was to leave word with my wife and he
would call for my reply and the parcel on the! following
morning and we would discuss full detatle. !On opening
the small parcel I found ome packets of %0 rounds of
+303 @munition af was used in the MEford No,i rifle. |
There was also a clip of five rounds of an ammmition of
which I had no previous experience. I aaner?aainad
later that those five rounds were suiiadle for an
Austrian Styer rifle.

I
I told Mrs. Cusack that she should tell MeIlhone
that I would call on him at 12 noon next day,ithﬁ-t I was
satisfied with the contents of parcel but I would have
to sse him and meke further enquiries before n;a!r_ing a
decision. I called es promised at the time srrenged

and McIlhone signed to me, drawing my attantic!m to a

A=
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acﬁlitaﬁ mgn sitting at the counter. I tonk his sig:n
a8 a warning to be careful and I said to Ht:.'l'.‘l.hona.

"I am tired after being up all night, I 'lr.tll,go in and
5it in the snug". ~When in the senug I told !mIlhum
that the stuff éeemed to me to be alright, but not
having tested the .303 I would like to know the date of
its menufacture. Regarding the other amun:ll.tiun

(¢lip of 5) I told him that I would not uuuept it unlees:
I was assured t.hat I could: get rifles to fire the
ammondition, I aﬂkad him to enguire from thq!- peruan who
is selling the ammmition as to the puinta I'l‘aiﬂed and
the qQquantities of each for sale, full part:l.uu:l.ara ags to
where 1¢ could be handed over and make prariqiana for
paying only on delivery. He then told me thitu.t the man
standing at the counter was the seller. X éakae him to
give the man a drink at my expense and when aliarva.ng to
inform -the man that I was the person inturaatad in
pm-chaaing the amnition and to also tell him tha.t for
the present I belleved we should not be seen Itoguthar
and: MeIlhone to ask him ebout the matter.on which

I required information.

|
He assured McIlhons that there were 5,'050 rounds of
+ 3505 available immediately and about the othar
emmunition there was no hurry 'hut that riﬂea lmuld ba
avallable and scme thousands of rounds for aanh riﬂ.e
eventually. When McIlhone returned he :I.nrormad'ma

that the 5,000 rounds were avallable for mlﬂiai:a
delivery snd that he wanted them removed th.ntlj: evening.

I got MoIlhone $o inform the man that the ramjwal that
évening was impossible, that it would be at 1t|=s.at two or
three daye before I could arrange it and to H.!lﬁﬂ -fimi
out the price of the stuff. He informed H::Ilhone that
1t was a serious matter for him if the stuff’ waa not

S
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. _ |
removed that evening as he had it ready for removal,

_'I'he price was: £4,10.0. per 1,000, which at th]le: moment

dldn't matter imeh to him; removal at once was really
impoftant. I gave McIlhone £2.0.0. as & payment on
account and told him that I would arrange to !remma the
stuff the next evening and have the Wlance oq the
price paid. !

;t turned out that this man was the oar;atakernf
Dunmore House which was used then as the dJm@:I.ng ground
and arsenal for the Ulster Volunteers in HBlI'faat area,
and this man was responsible for the safe cus?tud& of the
material stored there. He told McIlhone that he
inedisted on that only myself, McIlhéne and 'hhia driver of
the ca know ebout the deal and that T was 1:4: accompany
the cer at tl;at and at any further aoileutioné of
grmmuni tion, I

|

At the end of the nagdtf:l.atiana the men told
McIlhone that he wanted a few words with me pe:raunallr
and advised that I should meet him in the lavatory.
I met him and he told me he was satisfied with the
arrangenents, that +I was $0 come in the car ;nd to
remalin in the back of the car and be well mufﬂad UPDs
He aai& there woul@d be plain clothes aentviaﬂ on the
gate and they would only let me in as being m important
perscmage. When we were quesiloned"who is tﬁara?“,
the driver gave them a sign to ask the person Igin the back
of the car and I was %0 whilsper tothamﬂzena!ma:
"Gaptain Sinclair¥, which I presume was a pasdl_mra.for
people seeking admission. :

|

When we arrived 1n the car I lowered the windwj
end sald "Ceptaln E:lmla:l.r“ The gate was imadiatuly

- N
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opened and we pasged through, e colilisctad the stuff -

" 5,000 rounds - and I paid the lance of cash due on 1%,

In a brief chat we arranged that MeIlhone would be our

]
foture. contact, :
|

After this: first delivery I got ﬁal:lver?:,r of
periodical supplies which amountéd to a large quantity in
all and only ceased when ihe slarm caused by the capture
of some of this stuff wpset all future .arrangements.

|

My aiffiouwlty in regard to the supply oi":".ms coming
into owr hande was a matter of safe storage wntil it was
removed to Dublin. Our Piret idea was to transport - the
stuff to Dublin by car, but this did not pro‘r:e _
gatiefactory as, say, 10,000 rounds of amnnm.‘l.{tinn
eonstituted a bulky load which was: not easy t0 hide. We
purchabed the stuff in the British Army anmmitidn boxes
énd it had to remain in them, So fast was: the
ammunition scewmlating with me that I found great
difficulty.in finding safe storage acdmndatil.an.:

So I decided to go to Dublin and aoquaint Collins of

my diffieulties, I notified Collins as to tl}m purpose
of my wisit to him 80 that he could hsve the matter
eonsidered before my srrival. I travelled tc:r Dablin at
the week-end. When I arrived, Gﬂllinﬂ,infﬂrﬁed me that

-he would like I.should remain over in Dublin 1.511#11 the

. . | .
following dey. 1 was able to remain over until Sunday
evening, ’

| .

On Satuwrday I met a number of oomnemial; fravellers
who were friendly and eympathetic to the republican cause,
in a pub in Eustace Street. Amongst those was a man
nemed Dick Jitokes who frequently travelled to iBalfaa'h.

This meeting with the commerciels was arranged by Collins:

T
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to enable me to find out the possibilities oféthﬂir
carrying fraqﬁsnt-_ small quantities of amun.tt:l.on in thelr
akips from Belfast. Those men all were an::l.t;ma to help,
were interested in the weight of each consign:;hant which
I proposed to send and the arrangements re taf:ing over
the stuff. Ae fer as: I can remember it was égraad they
would try what was: possible when they were agaﬂ.:n in
Belfast, This proposition broke down under 'f:-ast- in
Belfast as the transporting of the stuff and 'bha
increased welght of their aKips would atﬁrmt!unwalcnnﬂ
attention. During this meeting a man nemed :
James: McKévitt of Ardgiaps, made the suggpatidn that the
stuff could all be moved in corn sacks, say 1{1 stone of
corn and four stone of ammunition in each sack. As this
seemed a feaslble proposition we filled two aacka, one
with enﬁ-n miy and another with ten stonea of éaorn and
four stones of ammmitlon. I found that a apfauiial
narrower-made sack would have to be used for the
ammunition and oats 0 ¢orrespond in maarann!:a and helght
with the sack uontaining only oats as the ammition was
heavier than the corresponding volume of nats..
i
Later I discussed the questlon of the bags of oats
method with Gollins . I pointed out to him our difficnl ty
in Belfast in first getting a man engaged on 1-.Iha oate
trade and getting the ammunition when stored in his
premises transferred to the bags. Even the quﬂﬂt:l.nﬁ of
disposing of the ammmition bvoxes:, wiich mriea th.u
maker ‘s neme stensilled on the boxes, was a prnblm
I Buggeatad that Collins should purchase a large lorry
and a few runs of the lorry would clear all 'hh_.e stuff,
and if suceessful, the lorry could bs sold at little loss.
Collins agreed that a lorry would be a good method but
in the extreme urgency of getting some Of the SLUEE
el
s .
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. %0 let me knon irmediately es t0 whom Holiebd vould

17.

i e

removed thot I should try the sacke method for a at_z:lrt. T
and that he would get the first consigment Of the sacks
made to the agreed epecifidations in Diblin end bave them -

.

sent on t0 James MaNobb's Corn Storen, Quaen's m-uala i \

'Mfmt,mmmaaatoaauﬂthmaummnr ;

the mmgmnt. uring the folilowing m:ﬂ: I notified

gollins that I wea preparad to atars trmrarnna the |

mmiﬂpnmmeumsaokpnnmrmmmﬂylm

oonsign the stuff Sn Dublin, I vas notifted to have the .
stuff conaigned to Dodd & Co., Smithfield, b

m%mmsmﬂwnmmwea'mthe
scoks and ready for digpatoh on Monday. mmtﬁ&;
full 5,000 rounds vere Gent on as arranged. On Tue
I got the pro-srranged moseage from Qollins that the
gtuff had arrived safely in Dublin. The suocess of | the
corn ssoke mathod pleased the men et G.K.§ and the |
qQueption of purohasing a lorry wae dropped. z.nan.l. i
Mamnhntﬂﬂ.mﬂmnfmmgmtsmi

in this gay to Dublin wntil almost at the last

. oomeigmment -of tho .303, the British Anthorities raided thn

ataticn at Portadovn on information received My them land .
861504 & conelgomens of otuff in the sacka.  The |
information the British iuthoritics got was about a n|maJ.:I.
consigmeant of atuff vhich wes being sent to Siz Mils
Groes, Q0. Tyrome, %0 o Mol namod Glevin.  Thic !
oonsigmment was aont t0 G0, Tyrone as & result Of |
Miohacl Oolline' instrustions to me to eupply 5,000 rounds
to '
» bY tho corn seck mothod.  After the seirure qfl tho
emmmition at Portadoun Station, Dodd & 0o, 's premises,
;a}niﬁht:ald. ablin, vero raided by RBritish military and
ell that last oomsignment of smruniticn selged.
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This affair was sensational news at the time 1%

happened. = The dipcovery was not due to eny haphagaard !

accldent on the part of tha British nor was 1t due to

any carelessness in the arrangements in Belfast or the

handl ing of the stuff thers. some tlme after this
effalr Michaei Collins showed me n Du.'!ulin Gaatle

v,

Intelligence £1lo an the matter in which it wes ehown th&t

. gave an R. 1.0, Constable in Ber
the information about the dispatch of the ammunition
The Conagable informed hls Sergeant and the matter be
one forr official police antiu;h'f"-

A8 the reault of this discovery at Portadown and |

Dubilin, MoNebb's storees was taken over by the police
authorities and they found the stores peokefdl with a X

g

to hiam,

ot

of emptiy apmunition osses and in additicn three or four fudl

9apes of emmmltlion which was retalnsd in the Bﬂlfm
Brigede area for looal use. This ammmition wes rat

1

Eimﬁ.

on Collins' inatructions as a swap for two mauhim gima

whioh the Belfust Volunteers had captured in a raid fx-m
tha natiuqnl Volunteers and had then been sent by me to

Dublin, As a result of thia affeir Mr. James HoNabb

who owned the storea, went "on.the run" and s0 evaded

capture.

After the General Election in Decenber, 1918, the

Govermment of the Republio was set up in Jani:ar.v. 1915.
The Volunteers were asked t0 make a declaration of
allagiann_a to the Goveranment of the Rapubliu; On

St. Patrick's night 1919, Mr. B. (9 Valera was invited
1] Bult‘aa'_t $o address a public meeting under the mm.p[l:a

of §inn Pé!.n in an effort to atrengthen thie politic

. ™
organieation in the olty. I wae invited to attend that

meeting as,l believe, the 0/C. of Belfast Battalion,

]

i
]
4
1
[
|

*1
1
|
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I think the Brigade was not formed then, | The question
of providing stewards for ths street wharej the meeting
waz being held, was d.iaeu_aaed with me at t!ha rqseting
where arrangements were made for lr, de ?’aiara 's
reception., It was suggested that the ?oluntam were
the proper organisation to take over the ﬂu'bias of
stewarding the meeting. I had strong o‘bjat:tim 4o .the
uge of Volunteers for stewarding purposes a;.s the
Volunteers were a military organisation andL the matter
of polities should be the consern of Sinn Fkim Bt was
moin%ad out to me that the Volunteers w::uld;.'be only
subject to the authority of their own nff&.cérs and that
outside influences wnuld not be allowed to mterfsra
with the Volunteers in their stewarding &nt:l.es.

I was aware that the meeting had to bu coneluded
at nidnight on the evening it was held as thla British
Authorities would not allow the meeting to néynti;ma
after that hour, I was als0o aware that no épm‘hla might
be anticipated from the Orangs crowd as the nl‘:mating was
being held in a predomingntly nationallst q;ua!firtar, and
the only troubls weuid-be likely to come frun' the
eivilian population wounld be from the A, O,H. a:nd the
old Ir:I.Bh Parlimntaﬂr Party's supporters whu were
very strong in the area.” I agreed that the ?oltmtaaru
wonld attend tha meeting in full strength and’ |
individually take part in preserving orderly uandmt at
the meeting but would not teke action as an organised
militery force as such action wowld entail the|
carrring of arms which I did not feel would ba.'i
justified and I would not agres to it, 1

‘Some time previous to this Belfast mﬁ&tir;'_.g, I m
in Dublin and was there informed ihat on the day £éllowing

/y"{”
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the Belfast meeting, a meeting was to be held in
Downpatrick which Me, Do Valers would also|address.
Gollins instructed me that far the Downpatwick meeting

I was to plck a gunard of honour of :E-alia‘blei‘ maﬁ to do
duty eand I was t0 take full command mrself, guardins

the speakers and all other arrangementes rnr' thﬂ mating.
Colling told me that they feared in Dublin that. an
attempt would be made to bresek up the Dowmpatrick meeting
by the Jrish Party supporters who were 'var:gri'utrung there,
and he understood that the Hibernians were Iénld.'tng a
meeting in Downpatrick on the same day. m-l. colling
Informed me .that he was :Iha..d. to believe that the holding
of this meeting in Downpatrick would mean a great
inorease in the stréngth of the §inn Féin nrga.ni‘aation

in Gounty Down. ‘ o

]

In conseguence of my instructions from "pdllina:
I seledted forty men from the Belfast units of the
Volunteers. These men were aelected from "c'" Ccompany,
Belfast Battalion, as the men of thias cmpanr;
mostly shipyerd workers and were strangers tojBulfaat,
whereas the other companies were moatly rauruj'Ited from
natives of Belfast. I gave Paddy Byrme, 0/C. "C¥
Company, instructions that the members of his Company
could attend De Valera's meeting in Belfast but were not
to take part in any activities at this maatingl:aa ‘their
duties were to travel to Donwpatrick the next qmrnins

to 4o duty as I had arranged in Dublin, !

| o

I attended De Valera's meseting in Balfaa_t:!. The
meeting provided ome of thé largest orowds EB’BIIL'E ini'
Belfast for years, The meeting was carried out in a
most orderly manner and Mr, De Valera was spegking a
ghort time at 12 midnight when the police anthmi*itiau



.

&L, .

made g eoncerted gttack on $#he meeting, The meeting

I
|
broke up in disorder and there were man:.rl:l.n;jurad by
|
police baton attacks. 1
i

I heard on Friday or Saturday that ;1:113 ‘British
Authorities were 1likely to proclaim the meeting in
Downpatirick, 80 I gave instructions that if:ick&ts to
Dowmpatrick were to be purchased on Baturtiay for the
msmhara of “G“ Qompany travelling on aunday mrning and
that those men were to proceed to the tra:!.n :Lnﬂiv:l.dually
and make no demonstration elither in Beli‘ns}'h or on
arrivel in Downpatrick. I met the men at the station
on Sundey morning and we all arrived in Do;npnwick,
where I had arrenged that members of thﬂ'orgaﬁising
comnittee were to meet us, which they aid, :,and we weni
with them t0 a place where we w&i‘a antaﬂafned o
rafreahment and given facillitlies to rest until it was
muuss&rr $0 teke part in the business of tha meeting.
When in those rooms 1t was eonveyed to me tl,mt ‘the
J;oca.i. P.P, had reserved acecmmodation, for t]:,uosa
trevellinig from Belfast to attend the meeti:ig,} in the
church at 1l s.m. Mass, We marched the short distance
to the church in military formation to the seabs
reserved for us. Around 2,30 Delts & pronﬂs;'sion was
formed on the street to march %0 the place a,:'pranged.
for our meeting., The Hibernlan cmﬁingentaiwar_a in
the c:;poa!.ta glde of the town forming up in .'
proceassional ordsr to march to their place nf maating.
The srrangements mads by both parties antaila& thnt. the
processionalists marching ‘to both meetings wara 'bm.md.
t0 clash on the streets as both meetings ware: timed for
the same hour and their routes crossed. 4 c;purraymee
was prwida.d; for ir. de 'ﬁmleraa to head our ,précaéaim,
but Mr, de Valere decided on marching with the

progession, - /é‘c
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Accordingly I distributed my Belfast guard of
hopour-on each sidé of Mr. de Valera. On 'nur'ma.rch to
the place of the meeting an incident nhara.cteristia of
Mr., de Valera took place when we met the Hi‘barniani
contingent st a cornsr of a street. The Hi'ha!:n:l.nn
procession wag headed by & large banner bam::ing a
representation of Robert Bmet in his green -"uoat, white
pants and white cockade hat in uplifted right hand.

Mr. de Valera gave the order “eyas right" ag a éalute o
this banner and so gsined much respect from maxnhsra of
the Hibernian prmauinniatm This 1nuidant ssemed to
have the effect of relleving all the tanaimi which was
likely to lsad to trouble and both meetinge i:aaaaﬂ off
gnietly end without ineident, I noticed a large number
of young men came t0 our meeting during its Ilirogbaaa
from the Hibernisn meeiling. This :Lni'lux- of h:,',n::nemg men
made our meeting which started on a =mall aual'la,'l‘:acmm

a large erowd who llatenaed attentively to whﬁj De Vealera
had t0 say. This meeting assured the success Of §inn
Féin in County Down.

Eerly in 1919 the Belfast area and East .]:lown
were organised into s Brigade areca. Al ﬂira’é_ the
organisation of the Brigade area was of sﬂm&wﬁat :
skelston form especially in East Down where tl‘l:e numbers
in the organisation were amall and acattered, .

Mr. Collins instructed me to preside in East Down
at the gppolintwment of Battalion of'ficers, a.t::th:l.g time
the Volunteers in East Down would not number 100 men, |
At the time the Battalion was formed in East Down there
were only two Qompanies in existence with a mmmlgr of

other scattered groups distributed over a wide erda
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Cf the two largee Compenies, one ram:rgnisr::;d tﬁa authority
of §efn Doran, Loughlinisland, as 0O/C., a.nﬂ thﬂ other
recognised Hugh Halpenny as 0/C.  When ttfp meeting to
elect Battalion officers asseimbled I f,'uund| that a certain
amount of pergonal feelings exi_s.ta&'hetwaa;li the followers
of John Doran énd Hugh Ealpenny, T got some hint of
this atate of affairs previous to the maat:i.ng belng
called, When I stated the objects for which the
meeting was being held I found that nuns!.de:rahie
oppositlion to the appointment of John Doran s Battalion
0/C. came from the followers of Hugh Halpenny énd vice
versa, when the proposal 10 appoint H’alpemf;r ag 0/C.
came from the Dorsn element. As I saw no hope oF
agreement between the perties I put the prol;aaaﬂ. to
eppolnt John Doran as 0/C. to the meeting and it got
the majority of wotes to carry his election.i_ Thoge who
au;pportgd Halpenny took no further part in tilma meeting
after Doran was appointeds Before the meeting
termingted and when I realised the imposelbility of
getting any sort of agreement Between the Doran end
Halpenny factionsg, I told the meeting that I '-.wouiﬁ not
proceed to elect either a Battslion Quartarma!istar or a
Battallon Adjutant, that in any case the sppointments
when made were gubject to sanction by G.H. Q. ‘ L

" At thie meeting I saw clearly that theré was no
hope of co-operation bétween the Volunteers who
mpwﬁad Halpenny and thoge who favoured Dorsn. As
this fact was. likely to have a serious effect ;tm the
suceessful organisation of the Volunteers in E]aat Doim,
1 made a report of the position as I saw it tin’-.iG.H";'Q.

This friction in Rast Down between two ri;ne

Irighmen and sincere republicans aid nob enter to any

=
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great oxtent in relations bemgn the ?nluhteéra who
supported each of those men. It was a ca:aa of
loyalty to a person whom the Volunteers haﬁ a great
personal attachment to and did not prOd:tmaianyj ili
feelings towards others with different 103&;.113153.

I gave a full mauupt of this ma.tiné to
Michael Collins and gome time later a msati:ng ﬁaﬂ ecalled
of Volunteer senior officers from many aifferent parts
of the country, where Brigade officers met unﬂ.er the
supervision of a member of G,H. Q. staff, é.numhar of
¥hose Brigade meetinge were going on simultaneously in
the éame room, and the purpose was to define indiwidual
Brigade areas and t0 enable officers from o%haﬁd
Brigades to take part in discusaions on the 'areas to be
 included into perticular Brigades neighbouring. theirs.

Each of the H.Q. Haaidingarﬁuarahalﬂ.amapur
the areas covered by 't.ha eatahliaﬁd Battelions in each
proposed Brigede ares. On th& map for our area the
only two Baitalion units shown were the B&lf%.s‘li '
Battalion and East Dovn Battaelion. I had %0 point out’
to Dermot O'Hegarty who presided at ocupr table;f that the
appointment of a Battalion officer for East Ilaﬂwn had -
not yet been ratified by G.H.Q. I was rathélf:- surprised
at this stage t0 £ind that Hugh Haﬂ.pm had E_Bppaarad at
cur table, ‘When I pointed out .that there'wals no
Battalion -0;7:G;i* ratified for East Down, Ha].panmr
objected and stated he was Battalion 0/C. and that he
¢laimed the renk on his senliority. I‘pnintani out to
Br, D'HagarFtﬁr that I had taeken a vote of the dll.alagates
at thé meeting in East Down and that the majority woted fa
horan, and that subject to Doran's i_gatiﬂgg.tinii by G, H. Q.
T would look on Doran as 0/C. of the Battalions

/(/ﬁ
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As Halpenmny peemed to be in an argmnéntatj.ve mood

I suggested to O'Hegarty that he should eti_:nnm;lt

Michael Collins on the matter as ¢ollins Jr&a informed as
to the pnait.tnn which existed at the maeting where

Doran was elected. Collins came along and. after I made
a statement of the position as I saw it, _c:,all_j.ng
inguired from Halpenny if he (Halpenn}) waén intending to
ﬂsfy the authority of @.H.Q. 1o hold electlions end mske
appaintments and if so, Halpenny should claar out as he
(Collins) would not stend for such condmt.

I
1

Collings then informed O'Hegarty ﬂmtl: he was
confirming the appointement of Seén Doran l.m Battalion
0/C. and that Doran should arrange the aypbint‘l-mﬂnt of hig
own Battalion staff in due GOIII‘BB, that tha matter was
now ended. ': '

!

The new Brigede area to be knuwn as thﬂ Antrim and
East Dowm Bl'igaﬂe was to include the eity of Balfaat,
all Gmmty Antrim end East County Down. :IE was
appointed 0/C. of the. Brigade. At the tin';e of my

appointment as Brigaﬂa 0/C. the gwester parlt of the
Brigade area in Co. Antrim and BEast Down wa.'s practically
unorganised and no appointmentd were made 131 the Brigade
staff pending organisation of the whole arei_a,. The only
Battalion Officer I can be certain of in Bel;lrast'was

Joe McKelvey, Battalion 0/C. o
. . : - i.
Later in 1919 Collins asked me to. take up the

organisation of East Down myself. At thatitime I was
also engaged under Collins' directions on iﬁtauigence
wark which brought closely in touch with [tha R.I.C.
in Belfast city ares. From the time I was :a;pppintaﬂ

|
organiser for East Down I was to devoté all my time to
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ozlr_:gmiaing and intelllgence activities. ;
three new Companies in East Down area which brought
the Battalion atre;ngth up to five Gonman!}aa; It wan
then that J. Doran, Battalion 0/c., &ppagintad. his _
Battalion staff on my instructions. I %supt-.ir?ised the
training of the new Campenies, umally'at:_ﬂ.bpiing ths
policy of selecting a number of auitahlalﬂ. C; Ces. for
elasses to enable them to later instruct 'thu renk &nd
file, Prior to my taking up the nrganiaation work in
Down I had made contact through Michsel D'ﬂllill.na
with Matthew McCerthy, an R.I.C. Gﬂnsta'blla, then
serving in Glenrsvel Street Police staticin.. " whig
Constable McCarthy was: closely related to Fionon Lynch
and was well known to Michael Collins whuén he met in
Mra, Hccarthy‘s_,of Mountjoy Sguare, ¥ho was a.Jl.ao
related to Finnon Lynch, '
1

McGarthy informed me that he was in.itouuh with
two other B.I.C.. men, one who worked in the District
Ingpector's Office in Lisburn # Sergeant m, and
the other Consteble Thomas Derrig serving :1:1 Belfast.
Both these men were handling confidential dooiments

during the course of thelr police duties. : My dutiesm
included the keeping in close contact with thusa men o
that they could eupply me immediately with the
movements of police officers from Head unmlata.‘nle

upwards to and from Belfast to the south of Ireland
i

In view of the increasing volume of work
éntailéd for me on Intelligence, together with' the
work in East .Dum, I informed Collins that "]I desired
to give up thé Brigade 0/C. ship. Oolline told me

L.

to conslder the appointment of a deputy to replace me.
. [ ]
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I poastponed meking any change until some time in the

winter of 1919, About that time Collins wes calling
meetings of his Intelligence workers: in n-}:land and in
Britein, ‘These meeiings were held I‘Eg‘ula]i'lﬁ":ﬂﬂl'y few
weeks aend had no connection with his m-H".Q. Intelligence
organisation in Dublin. The raguiramanta in time for
this work on Intelligence with frequent m:tanda:we at
thoge meetings with Collins 1n addition 1.‘.9. the
gupervision of the organisstion of East Dﬂ‘lrm lef't nmy

time fully employed end I found that I c:‘ru:'La not give the
time I coneidered essential to my duties u.f Brigade 0/G,
I hnﬂ a private dlscussion with the late Juaaph McKelvey
whom I knew well, and had absolute confidence in, and

I told him I intended to resilgn as Brigade :.ﬂ'onﬂnmﬂant

and that I would.recommend him to replace ms in that
rank. I recommended MoEelvey'a Eppﬂinm&::lt 0

GQollins and he was ratified. as Brigade 0/C, by G, EQ.

The organisatioh for the purchase of :,arm'a in
@reat Britain and their tranaport to Irelﬂ::;;d was belng
organised gt this time, A lot of the atu:lf coming from:
Glasgow came to Belfast port and I had the':
raaponuihiiit:f of making arrangements to ma;at the agents
carrying the atuff aocross and have auitn'blei: provisions
made for safe acconmodatlon for the agents ;:pridr to
thelr departure %0 their home areas. The framises of
Mr. Seamus EKeaveney, Publican, Corporation :atreet,
Belfast, was extensively used to put up tho;-a agents

when in Belfast. -

|
|

In the late winter of 1919, Mr. Frank Thornton of
@. H. Q. Intelligence Staff, called at Seams ‘Keavensy's

- . I-.- -
and étated that he wanted t0 see me. I happened to be
I

. in Gouniy Down that day - it was a Sunday - ! I returned
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tc Belfast in the early afternocon., Ny wi?a had informed
Mr, Keaveney where I was and 2 message waa'ilcfft with her
for me to call to Keaveney's as soon as I returned,
In the meantime Mr, Keaveney got in touch w:gith Constable
HeCarthy at the pollce station, Glenravel f-;ttraet, whom
he informed that a messenger from Michael z?ollina;
desired to see him, MNcCarthy was on duty'when he got the
message with the result thai MeCarthy got 1:10 Kpa’.venay'a
only a short time before I arrived there a::td was in
consultation with Thornton when I arrived.
.mm;r arrival Thornton met me and 1nrormﬂﬂme that '
his business to Belfast was to get a photag?raph of
Coumisslioner Redmond af; the R,I.C., who, aaé far as we
knew, was then serving in Dublin. Thornton, MeOarthy
and myself discussged ways of gatﬁing'a. phot}ogrﬁ;ph and
McCarthy suggested that the only certain way of getting
Redmond's photograph was from Redmond's private

residence in Belfast. I pointed out toc Thornton the
I [

difficulty of getting into the private reéﬂ?ﬂma to
obtaln a photogreph as Mrs. Redmond wes not.likely to
admit eny stranger into the house. I pointed out that

there were several Volunteers in Belfast whalln could

ldentify Redmond, Thornton then informed me that there
was no time for that as he was to have the fhotograph in
Dublin that evening if poseible. It was difficult for
us to know at ghort notice if Redmond had ﬂ:rhur_naﬂ. to

L

Belfast for the week end. :
‘ ' !.

His presence in Belfast was a c:m..ﬂiﬂar::ttion when
planning to get his photogreph from his homs. It was
finally decided that McCarthy should visit Redmond's
home in unifarm on the pretext of an official cell and

try to get what Thornton required, Hnuarths:r went off on
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this misslion and he returned with the photogrsph in a
short time.  Thornton took the photograph with him that
evening to Dublin end Commissioner Redmond 'ﬂj‘as shot on
ths 21 January, 1920, in Harcourt Street, ml the
Wednesday following Thornton's wisit to Bali‘{ast;

1

Atthis stage both military and Intelligence sctivities
wore developing at an accelerated pace and tthaa &P. 0, in
Belfast was intensely used for the transmission of ¢oded
messages to and from the British Authuritiani in Iondon qnd
Dublin, Information as to the volume of ﬁh!‘.'.\ﬂﬂ coded
messeges was conveyed to me by Mr. art mﬁahnn who worked
in the Telegraph Department in Belfast G».P.Oi and was
introduced to me by Mr. Edmond: Gooney. m&al:aun informed
me that he was in a position to give, in who#.e or in part,
all tha messages passing through his hands whj.ch
I considered valuable or important. muahongwiahed to be
informed as to what was lmportant and he wuué.d concentrgte
on ‘the important matters. I immediately ra:éorted to
Colline, glving full details of what McGahon Ifwas prepared
to do,  Collins informed me that MeGehon could be a most
importent” Intelligence lirk and he gave me imstructions
for McGahon, detailing the type of message tl:;at was
important, He asked me to make arrangaments: for the
despatch of McGahon's messages t0 Dublin as: s'lnon as

_poseible, I got ih touch with MoGahon again, gave him

the instructions and arranged with him that h";m messages
for Collins could be handed immediately to m‘. Eamcn Cooney,
who was then in a buginess premises only a sh:m-t distance
from the G.P.O. I kept Gooney always informed as o my
wheresbouts. McGahon inaisted that anly Cooney, himself
and myself should be aware of the work ha‘was! doing

aa the danger involved of messages belng trae.{eard. to their

scurce would prove a serious, perhaps fatal, l;ﬂa.t‘bﬂr to him

A
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I sgain saw Collins as to the quickest method of

getting HMe@ahon's messages to him, He told lme ﬁhat he
would put me in touch with a young fellow naﬁ’msd
Paddy McKevitt, a native of Dundalk, who worked on the
refrghment car on the G.N.R. irain between Belfaat and
Dublin, This man wes already working betwean Dundalk
and Dublin on G.H.Q. messages and was a trus:j;ed':;r,rmmg
man, On eccount- of the arrangements with Mé:&ahon,
I did not allow licKevitt to contact Cooney. 1 I handed
| This
arrarigement worked smoothly as each day sny messages

2ll MeGshon's messages to McKevitt myself,

hended over 0 Gooney in the forencon were delivered in
1 .
Dublin that evening. ‘_
also in early 1920, Collins informed me that
i
Sergeant P, Casey, R,I,C,, slatlioned at Annacarthy,
county Tipperery, ons of. Collins' most uaaftﬂl men in that

-part of the country, was suddenly tranafarreﬂ. to

Dmnatrick. &8 Cuasey WE.B suspected in his wark of
dealing with code documants, of hand.:l.ng out 1ni‘ox~mation
or documenis. Collins agked me to make a ra'purt to him
aa t0 the pafest means of making contact witl;i

Sorgeant Casey in Downpatrick, (Colling sent i:n to
Seepgeant Casey a descriptlon of me snd he gmre me a
desnription of Casey and in additlon he gave 1|ne a. aode
word to be used by me when I accosted Casey, which would
prove my eredentlals to Casey. It was easy :I!!'or me to
make contact with Casey as I knew all the uauél police
force there, Collins had arranged with Casey that

I would contact him on a aertain date and timé outeide

a Catholic Repository in Downpatrick, where I would

E
identify myself by wsing the code word. The icude word
was "Annacarthy" and the contact was mads. Eargeant
| '

Gasey was t0o well watched in Downpatrick to be of much

further use to us, /‘gz_,_c !
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About this time also 1n consequence of thila alerm
caused flo the British Authoritiss concerning tl!le leakage
of secret informatlon to I.R.A. Intelligence, t!:matahle ,
T, Gunne and Constable Derrig became partiuulai-ly useful,
The British Authorities had taken what they thought was a
complete pafety devise to prevent future leakages.f
I don't remember now what those precsutions were, but
I doknow that Gunne was particularly sctive inipass:l.ng out
information. Yery few days would paes: that Gilm:ne did
not pass out matter to me direct or to me through
Constable MoCarthy. Collins infomed me that the
information he got through these men in Belfast !waa moagt
useful slthough soms time 1t might appesr 6n the surface

to be useless. |
I :
I

In the summer of 1920 I had an interview!with
Collins in Dublin and he informed me that a D.:{Z. named
Swanzy who had "dirtied his bid" in Cork Gity, ihaa' been
transferred to Iisburn, Colling told me thatih:e had no
photograph of Bwarzy but he gave me a description of the
man and told me t0 have Swangy kept under a‘baazi-vatiun

50 that the right man could be clearly identified when
! :

‘action egainst him might be taken. Ome of the
i
'outstanding portions of the desoription was the devotion

which Swaney gave to his mother and slster, acei:mnpanying |
them on walks in the afternoon and invarigbly ,
aceonpanying them to church on Sundays. I corjmidgred.
that the latter part was most lmportant as'thaiaftérnnon
walks were a matter for Swanzy's availability. ] Ghllina
impressed on me the danger of putting a strangér or a
person who would draw attention on keeping tracik ﬂn
Swanzy. He suggested that if I could get a yéuthf with
intelligence and proper discretion on the job, !he would
probably be more sultable than a grown person. o

T
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I consulted with Joe McKelvey on whom I shou;ld salect
for this job.,. We agredd on a young fellow %r;ho.had been
serving in the Fiy.nna and was nost intellﬂ.ga!nt énd
suitable in every way for our purpose and I Lput him

on watching Swanzy. This youth lived in aaifaat and

I gave him instructions t0 report nightly :L'aLI BB:I_,raafb on
his return from Lisburn, '

The weather at this time was particularly fine.
After a few days our scout was able %o ra;pnr't. that a man
answering the descripiions given to him was :ﬂeen each
evenlng going fnr a short walk with two 1545.1.!?35. I told
the scout to wateh the man's movements in th;a early
morning and he reported thét the man went aaii:h morning
at the same time towards the Police Barracks, When
I found that our scout had got in touch with% the right
man I told him to ease off but 1o be prapareéi on
Sunday to watch his movements, 1f he went o0, church
and If so, who acecompanied him, The scout i*epqrtsd
that the man w_ant to chureh accompanied by tlile a;a:m
two ladles, he was seen with in the evening, and that

he and they walked slowly along the street. : On the
scout repnrtiﬁg on Sunday evening HeEKelvey arllﬂ I had a
consultation and McKelvey was satlsfied that-:ﬂia scout
had definitely identified Swanzys

i .

Acting on Collins' instructions that Ilahould
travel to Dublin and reporit to him when I was definitely
satisfied as {0 Swanzy's ldentity and his mmnts in
Lurgan, I travelled to Dublin and mede my ref:wt.
Gollins now told me thet it wes hie intention, first
that the Belfast men would carry out; Ewanz:r'ss exscution,
but that the Gork men were insisting that the;:f should

do 1t and that he had agreed to their doing il.t.

=
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" a subatantlal lunch for hungry men.

|
Oy !
Gollins asked me to remain in Dublin for a few days
&s he had sent to Cork for Seé&n Culhane who, was %o
take charge of the operation and he would :I.!j.ke_tha
three of us to0 go over the ground and make lif:l‘l.ﬁr.:|;»laz«:¢:m
for carrying out the operation, Culhane t?.u-néd. up
in Dublin, end Qollins, Culhane and I made ‘I
arrangements for the reception of the Cork .‘:mtn in
Belfast and their safety whilst in the cit.?:. It was
@oclded that the ﬁparatian cowld best be na:rr_iéd out

on a Sunday when Swanzy was golng to church, Before

I left Dublin I made arrangements t0 meet Culhane

and his men whén they arrived in Belfast. :

'
|
|

T had to consider what would be the best way of
providing accommodation for the Cork men whim ataying
in Belfast and I decided that the Catholic :Baamen‘a
Institute would be a suiteble place, and I made
arrangements for them to stay there, I haii. already
made provisional arrangements through E&moni -:.‘.:oﬁ_my

.
for a car to be avalilable for use on Bupd.ayj morning
to convey the Cork men to Lisburn,

.

| .
Culhane and five others arrived on aniafternoon

train from Dublin, I met them at the etatiom.
I tock them off to where I had mrran.gemantai made for

b
I
i
I
]

- Qulhane fixed the howr he required thf;a car for
Sunday morning. It was decided, however, that: the
car would not call t0 plck uwp the men at the Catholic
Seamen's Institute for obwious reasmns. Ilf.iz!eﬂ
with CGulhane the point where the car would',’,::-ick_ up the
men and I travelled with the car. When the six men

procesded to enter the car it became very %tpp_ai'ant

s
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that the car was not large ennugh to praperl,ﬁr
accommodate the men and driver, seven 1n all, mﬂ. the |
dr:l.*rer drew my altention to the overlosding of the Calr's
At this stage I drew Qulhane aside and told :hiij had
been worrying over the overcrowding of the car &uring
the pra’vim night. Culhane informed me that he could
not halp it now as each man of his was dat&r;nined. to
be omn, the job and all must go on the car. i ‘
'The car started with 1te full load andl |
proceeded by the @len Road, _which was a aacolnd.a;r.-y road,
to Lisburn. Thia route entailed a severe apirain on
the car as the district was hilly until the :I'uaq passed
Hannahs town. Wen - the ocar was about half w:-.a:,f on its
journey to Lisburn it broke down and was nost! méa
condition to camplete 1ts journey and the driver falled
to put it right so that the operation had tol be :called
off for that day, I was walting in Joe Mcigplvey ‘a
house when we were told of the calling off olf‘ the’
operation and the Cork men ‘returnad by train! to Cork
on thﬁt Sunday evening. Before leaving Bellfasﬁ,
Gulhane told me that he did not then know for certain

‘'when the operation would again be attempted i-— on the

following Sunday or on the Sunday two. weeks pande.
Wo, howover, agreed that the same plans would héld for
the next attempt when it took place.

On the Wednesday, 18th August, I got 1ntimétiqn
that my wife's' youngest sister was dangerousily ilill and
that she reguested my wife's attendance on her. In
conseguence my wife and I procceded to Dawnp?trick area.
to vialt my sister-in-law. In view of the condition

in which we found her we deoilded that my wife wnu.‘l.d

remain with her sister and that I would alsc.remain mtil
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Friday evening at latest. I told Cooney hefi'ara leaving
that if any message came relating to the Gurlﬁ men that
he was to send an arranged wire which I would get.

This wire came on Friday afternoon. I sent 'is. reply to
Cooney stating I was returning to Belfast unfthafb
evening, Before it was time to take my ﬂepe::rtm'e

on the train the sick girl took a serious turn for the
worat and the doctor expressed the opilnion that: ahe had
only a short time to llve. I decided %o mmain over
until Saturday morning as I knew that G'ulhsné was not
due in Belfast untid that evening. Late on[Friﬁay
night or early on Saturday morning theé patiar?lﬁ dieaq,

1l was aware that If I muid '__be away in B'elfaeilt from
Saturday morning until Monday morning the funeral would
have taken place before I could return, I Aau:l.dad on
sending a wire to Cooney, worded as followa

|= 1
.‘
|

'Wife'as gister dead. Tell Joe and
_proceed with arrangements already made
Wire me again after meeing Joe".

Later I received a reply from Cooney -

|
]
i *do not
]
|
|

worry about job, Return at comveniencs .
2

On Sunday, 2204 August, in Downpatrickiduring the
making of arrangements for the funeral, we were told that
aome very serious trouble had teken place in? Lisburn,
that some people hed been killed and that th!e"pol:lca were

stopping all cars in an area around Belfast.|
|

|
Later that ewening I returned again to' Downpatrick

t0 £ind out if there were any more details nf the trouble
in Lisburn. I was able to gather that the !ﬂnly death
in Lisburn was a Police Sergeant. This ann;i‘irmﬁd my
vellef that the Swanzy operation had taken pgil.aaé. The
Belfast papers on Monday morning confirmed tize.t :amanzr
had been shot, 4

|
I
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As soon as the funeral was over on Honda@r
I returned to Belfast. There I learned thes E‘ull details
and was relieved to know that the Cork men ha.éi returned
acuth by traein shortly after the shooting tnnk place,
As far as I remember very few, if any, arres-t!n took place,
before Monday evening. Kamon Coonsy was arré:ste:d by
Tuesday morning and wes taken to Lisburn rm-.a!m ‘
identification parade. This was the First az!irsait
I heard about. ILater I heard of the arrest :IJr a number
of others, including Seén Leonard, who drove the oar
eonveying the men who carried out the ahootingl. Leonard
was the only one detained and charged with the!! murder,

o

|
Immediately after the shooting in ILisburn a number

of catholic houses were durned in the town Hllﬂil. many
catholic families had to clear out of the town. One of
the first to be cleared out wes the fanlly of l;Hadl Gilmore
who wes a leading Sifin Féiner and a Volunteer lffram the

atart of ths Volunteera in Belfast. I

. . |
From July, 1920, a pogrom had been in exl-iatama in
Belfast and was developing in intensity gradua:illy as tims
@ent on. The first phase of the pogrom was the effort
to clear out all cathollc workers from Qmm‘ai Iaiamﬂ
Shipbuilding Yards and all other large industitel °
undertekxings. The next phase was in early nulltmni when
catholic public houses on the border line of u;tﬂml:l.a
and unionist districts were burned down. afte:%:- the
burning of the first public houses a campaign of reprisals
was carried out. Gathollcs attacked alﬂpyard!' woa;_kara:
on tramsa and an organlsed effort was made to p:él'ote:nt
catholic districts. -The Upionists made e wholesale
attack in York Jtreet area on all small ca'hhol:l'lr.c

o
connmities living convenlent to York Street. | This state

A2
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of hostilities ~ burnings, shootings, rspriﬁa}u and
counter reprisals - was carried out in 1n¢reaéing tempo
from July 1920 for at lsast two years. The c}itr was
reduced to g shambles on many occasions and la!.rgﬁ numbees
of the catholle population had to leave Bﬂlfﬂ.ili‘f} ana sgek
refuge in areas in the south. The casualiy poll amongst

the catholic population was high, in dead and:wouna.ad.
}

In early 1921, I had oceasion to trmralgtn Dublin
by train from Belfet to keep an sppoilntment w.';.th )
Michsel Collingz,on the train on which I t:l.'a'ira:t‘:.lea
I found a% a halt at Dundalk Station that there were four
Belfast publicans, oné whom I knew to be identifisd with
8inn FMin in Belfast, At least three of timf.;ﬁ men's
houses had been burned and the man I Xnew E.Bkﬂid*. me if
I was going to Dublin and I %told him I was, 'J::'he four men
came into my carriage and t0ld me what thair.ﬁuﬁinaas in
Dublin wess In short, they were travelling to Dublin
in a desperate effort to contact De Valers and f£ind out
1f he could promise any help to protect them, 'their
houses .and propertles from the wholesale burningsl and
shootings which were designed to alear out all catholio
llcence holdere out of the city of Belfast. }I was
asked 1f I could make any helpful suggestions |as t0
how they ¢ould get in contact with De Valera. |
I expressed the opinlon that it would be a moa%t difficult
project to get in touch with De Valera in a 31-!mrt time
and that certainly they would not be able o see him
and get back to Belfast that dey. They informed me that
they would not return for a few days. I told them to
try and get in contact if they could by other ]manﬁa and
that I would on arrival in Dublin make an affcg}rt ﬁu make .

contact for them gnd I got an address from the!m where

I eould pickthamup.' /4’5
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I met Colling at the place mppointed and soon
after I arrived I saw Mr. de Valera on the p:Lemisea.
I told Gollins of my meeting with the four melm on the
train and their reasons far trevelling to Dyblin and

their desire to see Mr. de Valera and 1:!15:!'.'I|u|ralarr anxiocus
before Colline and I started our talks to meet De Valera
and £ind out if he would be willing to meet ?ha‘_fow
Belfast men, Gollins went to Mr. de Valeraand

jr. de Valera interviewed me on the subject. i One of
the men's suggestion to me was that the "i'olm{ttree:'a:
should come out and deal in a more drastic wr!ty with the
unionist mobs who were carrying out all the #astmtim
of catholie property. I explained all this |rto ’

Mr. de Valera and he told me that he was natfin ;favaur
of the employment of the Volunteers as such ét t_hatu
stage in Belfast affaelirs as he locked on th&[uniioniat
population in Belfast as citizens of the Rep:.;‘lhlie, and
that the Volunteers could not be used in a sectarian
issue like what was then existing in Belfa.&t%um“i one
particular side. I had to agree that De Valera was
right, but I held that Volunteers should hw% absolute
froedém of action as individuals in prntectiz‘?g cetholic

|
interests. |

Mr. de Valera told me that he could nﬂ‘lli meet the

Belfast men that evening, but he told me to get their
hddréaa f&n- him and he would try and see t-h.&l:gl ‘befara
they returned to Belfast. I gave Mr. de Ta.l;.arq their
address and I am not aware if Mr., ds Valersa %aw.' them.

I am not aware thgt the Volunteers were allowed to
. 1t
act as an army against the unionisgt mobs. I do know .
| .

that there was a well organised system of exzchange of
. | :
arme and gmmunition between areas where fighting was

taking place. /%C’f ;
|
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I would like to record one incident wh:l.fch occurred
during the heat of the pogrom as an 1llugtrationiof the
savagery wlth which attacks were carried out !aga.’;.nat or in
catholic quarters. It came to the knowladga! of some of
our catholic people in the Wall Street arsa which is
convenient to the Shankill Road unionlst district, that
thelr area was likely t0 be attacked and the ?atﬁolina
were on the glert. On a particular evening :I made
provisions that whatever arms were at our dia:poaal in
York Street and Gorporation 3lrset were put i%:xto the
Wall 3treet area in readiness: for defending t%lat Erea.
The numbers of catholics were small in Wall Street and
were concentrated in a small portion of the s4rest.

This catholic portion of the street controlled atii least
two narrow streets leading off it which conta#.nad entire
catholic populstions. If the unionists had control of
the catholle portion of Wall BStreet they wi:-ul::%t be able
tc dominate the amaller catholic streets 1aadd:.ng off it
and be able to attack those streets at their ieiai‘ure.

The expected atiack on Wall Street cm'and
immediately a body of British troops were rual}ed to the
area. Before the troops arrived we had met the attack
and were putting up a stiff resistence. The im'rival of
tim British troops did not relieve the sitﬁatﬁ:.on as the
troops allowed the Orange mob to oome forward 'and:
eontinue in their work of destruction to such Ean. extent
that I saw soldiers lodking on whilat a ea'bhnlie houge
was belng burned and from which one of the mnh came out
carrying a picture of the Sacred Heart which ha d_li.spla-;r,red.
in the directlon of the cathollc quarter whieh! we ware
defending, and then he dropped it on the strect and
trampled on it. This man was sctually shot ﬂuring his
sacrilegious @lsplay and the troops then opana:d fire on

e
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the catholic pusitiar‘laq When I saw the action -of the
British troops I sent word to the Catholic Presbytery
nearby and one Of the priests came up 1mmad1£ta13

I told him of the position that we were heing at‘hacked
under the protection of British troops. A aharu
experience in the position aorwinced the priast that what
I t0ld him was true and he left immediately and gat in
touch with Victoria Militaery Berracks and as la result the
troops. in Wall S8treet were replaced by anuthefe

contingent from a Scottish Regiment, who prwied that

the Orange crowd could be controlled very eaa!ily :hy
military detachments desiring to give a fair :ahow to all

sldes, ]
: |
t .

At the end of that week a brutal actianE was oarrled
out by a murder gang organised amongast the poj;.ice‘ force,
This gang entered the home of an aged man and.:his wife
and shot the man in bed and a few doors awey entered
another catholic house in which a young man a;%ld his son
were in bed. They shot both dead. The upar‘ibmants in
those l;nusaa being small, the wells in both tﬁase rooms
wore besgpattered with blood. When I got vmréi of those
ghootings I was in bed and lmmediately drasaec’fl and went
to the geene of the shooting. I found the BLreet in
alarm and uproar. No further shooting took ]'E:lama in
that area that night as such shooting only toék piae.e
when the marder gang was able to slip into an, area
und.ateeted. About the time of my arrival a priest came
on the scene and he and I in conversation cam; to the
opinion that something would heve to be done 'l!m ylreﬁrent
such heppenings. The priest told me that heéwouid

report the matter to Dr. McRory, his Bishop. | The priest

got in touch with Dr. McROry and made an appoj?ni:mént
with me to meet Dr. McRory in the aree where shoobing

1
1
i
|
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took place. When Dr. McRory viewed the Eacaxg.e of
the two shootinigs hé ejaculated, "My God, My 'God,
what can we do to stop thia®", After saéna
discuasion with locals who were near the ilmpﬁenings,
Dr. HMcRory told us that he would travel af’t once %o
Dublin and interview the Lord Mayor of Dublin and
other influential people and place the #hfmlu matter
before them and solieit their help, whalt steps the
Bishop took later I can't say. I do knoff.rz that
there was litile further disturbance in ti:tat arog.

WITNESS
VY

BUREAU OF MILITARY HISTORY 15{3.91
BURO STAIRE MILEATA 1813.21

No. W.S. Lo 2




