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Balla, County Mgyo .

INTRODUCTORY,

In giving this statement to the Bureau of Military HiSToRY
I should like to point out that I em relying solely on my
momory«. 1 have no written records of any kind in which to ~
check up, and as the evenis I describe are 50 long back in
years, I may be wrong. I can, however, say that I have made
an effort to keep ae close as possible to a factual story of
what I can remember.

There may be various incidents during the years I am
dealing with which may now heve escaped my memory. I have
given the matter of recording the events I now describe a lot
of thought for years past, and I always had the intention of
putting them on record at some- time. I am delighted to avail
of the opportunity of doing a Job which I might never have
dons only that it was taken in hands by the Bureau.

I want 1t to be partioularly clear that I am most anxious
not to cast aspersions on any of the people with whom I was
asscciated during the struggle for independence. Some of my
closest friends during theee years have parted politically
from me since, and if anything I am saying here will csuse

offence to any of my former comrades, I can only say that 1t
is not my intention to do so.

I am glving this evidence on the clear umderstanding
that none of it is to be made public while I am slive. I havse

got an assurance from Mr. McCoy, a representative of the Bureau
that my wishes in this respect will be carried out.

I would like to state that I wes never & pald organiesr
during the time I worked for the independence of the country.
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I neither asked for nor got payment for my work on the
military or political side of the 8inn Fein Movement.

IRISH REPUBLICAN EBROTHERHOOD.

I was born in the year 16888. My first connection with
the I.R.B. wad made through a-men named Frank Dorr, who then
lived in Foxford, Co. Mayo. He was not a Connaught man born,
and I am not sure of where he wams a native., He was a
traveller for the Foxford Mills (Providence Mills owned by
the S3isters of Charity).

I was prominently connacted with the G.A.A. at the time
that Mr. Dorr spproached me., I wae acting as County
Treasurer for the G.A.A. snd wes subsegquently Chairmsm of
the County Board.

At a football maich held in Foxford in the year 1911
or 1912, Mr. Dorr approached me, suggesting that I should
Join the I.R.B. He started off by telling me that my father
had been prominently comnected with that organisation in the
1860's n;:lﬂ’?n‘n. Ihia,1I knew to be a fact. Wo had &
lengthy discuseion on I.R.B. effalre and, in fact, at some
stagee. we argued out certein aspects of the I.R.B. programme.
I personslly expresssd the view that I could not see any
prospect of puccess for a policy of physical force, Our talk
ended by Dorr infoming me that I wes then in the I.ER.B.
I replied that I 4id not think I was a member. This was a
Jocular exchange.

After this talk with Dorr I met men who, I suspected,
were members. of the I.R.B. I got the impreesion from them
that they took it for granted that I was also a mesamber of the
orgenisation. After some time I aceeptied the position that -
as Dorr haed informed me - I was & member of the I.R.B.
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In the early days of my suppoeed membership of the
I.R.B. I did not attend any of the I.E.B. circle meetings
and I had no information of any local I.R.B. eircle in Balla.
I knew, however, that a circle existed in Castlebar. I got
$0 know this by the attitude of acguaintances of mine in
Castlebar who, after I met Dore, talked openly of matters
which I knew from Dorr were the main points of policy of the
I.R.B., such a8 the opposition to the Ancient Order of
Hibernlens, support for the infent orgenisation of Sinn Fein,
and the encouragement of all Irish-Ireland activities. None
of these acquaintances, however, asked me if I was a member
of the I.R.B. end I never asked them if they were members.
I, bhowever, Jjoined the 1.R.B. eventually in 1917.

Major John MeBride vislted County Mayo some time between
1911 and 1914. He held a meeting in Balline in rooms over
the A.0.H. There was a falrly goed crowl present. The
subject of his discussion was the prospect of an early
outbreak of war between England and Germany and Irishmen's
duty, before war broke out, of military preparednsss fopr
Btriking for our freedom when we found England engaged in
the war. After this meeting I noticed that socme®of those who
attended 1t held a private meeting which John McBride attendec
I wes not invited to this private meeting. I noticed, howeve:
that men from other parts -Df Mayo attended this second
meeting.

During the years pre-1916 I had no other commection
with the I.R.B. '

FORMATION OF THE VOLUNTEER ORGANISATION.

I joined the Volunteers in early 1914, and due to my
afforts, a Company was formed in Baslla. The position in the
country &t thie time was that the Ulster Volunteere had been
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4.
etarted and spread throughout a big portion of Northern
Irelerd and alsc in socme places in Bouthern Irelend, such
as Dublin City and Cork City.

At theo start of the Volunteers in the fall of 1913,
the initial meeting was held in the Rotunda. Young men
attended from all perties who belleved in sell-government
for Ireland. 'There wee a Provisional Governing Committee
formed on these lines gt this meeting, and the Committee
comprised I.R.B. men, Irish Party supporters, members of the
A.0.H. uwnder the control of Joaeph Devlin, and aleo the
oppoeition A.Q0.H. known es the fimericen Alliance;
representativea of the G.A.A. end Gasllc League were also
on the original Committee. ‘I would say that the definits
guiding force behind the formation of the Volunteers were
the I.R.B. who, for policy sake, kept in the Background,
80 that othars who disagreed with the I.R.B, policy would
not be frightened away.

A short time after the imitial meeting formming
a Provielonal Exscutive was held, another meeting of the
Exacutive Conmittee wae called. Thie meeting was found
necessary to desl with the intense enthusiasm of the young
men throughout the country in jJoining up in the Volunteer
organisetlion. Each member of the Provisional Committee
had been inundeted with requests for help to form new
companies and for speekers to attend at their formetion.
I think 1t could be said that in the his tt;rs' of Irelamd,
from the fall of Limerick to that time, no mationsl movement
ever started got such a spontanecus and enthusiamstic
welcoms. Cowpanies sprang up like mushrooms all over the
countrys It was a common Bight, 1f cycling along a country .
road of an evening, to see groupe of young men forming fours
at every crose-rogds. Older ex-British army men livimg in
nearby towne and villagea were induced into the Volunteers
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to act as drill instructors. In fact, the movement grew

8o rapidly and displayed such etremgth and vigour that the
then dominent political party, the Irish Parliesmentary Party
or the Redmondite Party, as it was commonly called, becams
elarmed., They, umicubtedly due to thelr politicel experience,
detected the hidden hand of the I.R.B. behind the Volunteer
organisation.

It 1e only right tjn eay that the cbject =X the I.R.B.
had in ecting as a driving force belind the Volunteer
organisation was not an attempt to gein political power.
It's cnly feir to the leaders of the I.R.B. to state that they
carried on the Fenlan tradition as they did through years.
of decadence which included the Parnell split, end the older
men amongat them that saw the disastrous fate of the Feniaens
in 1867 mgmad the formation of an open military organiss~

tion based on broed national principles.

There was a lot of discussion amongst the organiaing
commitiee of the Volunteers as to whether the Volunteers
should be asked to take an ocath of aslleglance or pledge as to
their future service in the Volunteer Force. The formula
eventually edopted cannot be described a2 an oath in the sense
that an cath is commonly understood. The best way to
deacribe the rn::mu:l.a is that 1t was en affirmetion of a pledge
of service to Ireland and the Irish pecple. It is right that
1t should be undersetood that the I.R.E. played a big part in
preparing the formula adopted, which is contrary to what a
lot of people would believe of the I.R.B., The I.BR.B. did not
preeg for a narrow point of view. Their attitude was to get
the young manhocod of Ireland to pledge their lives and service
to Ireland and ite pecople in the droed sense and, if the
neceseslty arcse, the great majority of the decent young men
of the country would interpret their pledge in the unselfish
and broad way.
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80 strong d1d the Volunteer orgenisation become in =
short space of time that the Irish Parliamentary Party
leaders became alarmed and demanded a major say in the
control of the organisation. The Party's leaders = John E.
Bedmond's - demands were to some extemt conceded by the
original committee in charge of the Volunteers by the
Parlismentary Party being allowed to nominate fifty per cent.
cf the membors of the controlling body. The result of this
concesasion in the interests of Irish unity by the originsl
comml ttee of the Volunteers was that large numbers of the
Volunteers refused to accept their decision, and later, the
large number of the Volunteers who refused to agree with the
admisslon of the Irish Party's nominees were able to expel
the unwanted members from the Bxecutive Committee. The
Redmondite supporters in the Volunteer orgenisation in many
digtricts then formed a body known es the Irish Hational
Volunteere, end the republiven elements who remained loyal
to the originsl commit{tee were known ss the Irish Volunteers.
One of the s tunts used by the Redmondite supporters in many
districts wae to propose an resolution of confidence in the
lesderahip of the Irish Parlismeniary Party, which Velunteers
in a large percentage of cases could not esccept and which,
due to the introduction of such a vital contentious issue
smashed up the unity exdsting in Volunieer units &ll over
the country.

Whilst all this wes going on there wes no seriouws effort
holng made to perfect the military efficlency of the
Volunteers. No efforte were being mede to have the Volunteers
orgenised im battaliomns, brigades, etc. Later on an effort
was made to get the Volunteera into battalion unite. A
g8chems wes edopted to orgenise into battalions and regiments;
the tern 'brigade’ was not used in the Volunteers before

Baster Wesk, 1916.
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In Cos Mayo there was no such thing as battalion or
brigede organisation bafore Baster Week, 1916. -There was
somethipg in the naqtura of a County Boa;d-astablishnd. To
some extent the Volunteers in Co. Mayo were drifiing to
become another pollticel party or orgeanisation. This
position remained up to the B econd half of 191G.

From the time of John B. Redmond's speech at Wooden~
bridge committing the Voluntegrs to the support of England
in the war, a split wee definite and clear in the Volunteer
organisation. The anti-Redmondite party in the Volunteers
in Co. Mayo broke away from the Redmondite section of the
Mayo Co. Board which ceessd to function. A statement had
been issued to the effect that the Central Executive were
not recognising the Redmondite nominees as part of the
governing body et any future meeitings. Thie posifion
resulted in almost every company in tha1 county having a row
over the issues involved. A number of officers tried to
evede the iesue in local unite by not preesing for any
declaration of opinion on policy. The ultimate result of
the eplit wae that the overwhelming majority of the
Volunteers supported Redmond's policy, and a considersble
number £ rom the towne Jjolnsd the British army, especially
men who had gone across. to Britain for work there. The
migratory system of working in Britein wae common in the
west Of Irelaml, and a conslderable number of migratory
workers were later conscripited by the British army in
Bngland and Scotland.

Q’DONOVAN ROSSA FUNERAL.

From lete 1914 a dry rfnt set in through the Volunteer
orgenisation and the orgenisation rapidly dissppeared. This
condition prevailed sll over the countiry up to the O'Donovan
Rogsa funersl. This evenmt brought e large mumber of pecple
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of every shade: of mationaliet opinion to Dublin to attend
the fumerel from all parts of the country. One of the
outstanding and sensational spectacles of this fumersl was
the march through the streeie of Dublin of & large body of
VYolunteers in military formation, fully armed. Padraig
Pearse delivered his celebvated oration at the graveside of -
0'Donovan Roesa. This oration 1s undoubtedly one of the
most outstanding sistements of the gospel of Irish freedom
and mationality. Ite effect on the listemers who were
rreeent and on the masses in the country who reed. it

was tremendous. This oration soon hecame the favouritie
recitation at concerte and social entertainments all over
the country. I have hward 1t recited in railway Journeys
to football and hurling matches. It was accepted everywhere
a8 a brillient exposition of our nationsl faithe.

Imediately after the Rossa funeral there was an
increased interest being tsken in the Volunteer Force, but
nothing like the earlier enthusiasm. The fervour of the
earlier days was absent, but there was steady work done inm
the re-organisation of old and the formation of mew companies
all over the country. Unfortunately, my Bealth waes bed im
1915, and I was mot flt t0 give the help I should otherwise

have given.

A marked result after the Rossa funerel was the
tomloncy to carry armed equipment on Volunteer parades
wherever arms were avallable. This ftemdency prevailed until
the laat great display of Irish Volunteer sirangth before
Easter Week, 1916, was held on St. Patrick's Day, 1916. This
gomeral demonatration of armed Volunieer strength took place
all over the coumiry where the organisation and strength of

the Voluntears Jjustified a demonstration.

The National « Redmondite -~ Voluntsers did not, to my
knowledge, participate in any of the St. Patrick's Day
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parades. As far a8 I can recollect, there was mo atiempt
gade by them t0 arm, except in one ridiculous exhibitiom
of what we locked on es downright decelt shem a quantity
of old Italien rifles, practically the firet rifles used
by the Italien army, were purchased and imported into the
country. Those rifles were obtained at 5/- each and there
was no ammnition made then to fit them.

There was 1little change in the position of the Irish
Volunteers from the Rossa funersl up to 1916 except s
porocopiible improvement 1n organisation. An argument used
by some prominent officerse in the Irish Voluntears early
in 1916 was that the improvement noticeasble in public
support for the Volunteere would Jjustify waiting for
another twelve months ﬂfmn we would have the support of
the great mass of our pecople and would have regained our
pra-'ap!ut etrength, which would greatly enhance our
proapecis in the projected rising., What influemced most
mexn agalnst this point of view was the certalnty of a
British attack on the Volunteer organisation. It was
coneidered a foregone conclusion that the Eritish would
make an attempt to0 suppress the Volunteere. It is only
right to say that a wery strong argument for military actio
by the Volunteers was that Britain had denuded the country
of her troopa. Thie fact was later disclosed, after
Baster Week, that when the rising took place, only about
6,000 troops were availaeble in the whole couniry and that
very little supplies of ammunition or war material was im
handa,.

A document was read at the Dublin Corporation meeting
held a week before the rieing in 1016, indicating that the
Britisk Government was planning immediaete action against
-ﬂm Volunteers. I consider this document was of doubtful
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suthenticity. It locks, however, to have beemr one of the
lmpelling causes for fixing the rising for Easster Week. I
have it from the late Alderman Tom Kelly, who read the
docament referred to at the Corporation meeting, that he had
doubts about the document's gemulnensss. He did not tell

me his reasons for doubting it.

My own poaition was that the Volunteer organisation had
csollapsed in my native town after the eplit. I had friends
on both sides end I felt when the local Volunteers started
to disintegrate that any action on my part would only
accentuate the positlion end really do no good. One result
was that whilast the local Violunteer companies kept in being
and held a few parades, the men of different views evaded
putting the difference to a vote and the wpshot was that
the Company's activities patered out in a few months.

Y

Prom the end of 1915 and in the Iunrl.y months of 1916
there wae more iﬂtmat teken in the training of the
Volunteera. Lism Mellowe and The O'Rehilly came to Co.Mayo
and eld a number of meetings in March and April of 1916.

A big muster of Volunieers was held in Castlebar on St.
Patrick's Day, 1916, and was addregsed by Mellows and The
0'Rahilly. After the public meeting was held in the street,
a meeting of selected persons was held in premises in the
town. This meeting was not attended by Volunteer officers
only. I suspect that the I.R.B. had some of their men at
thet meeting. As far as I could see there was a good
eprinkling of Volunteers who had no offficer renk at the
meeting. Both Mellows and C'Rahilly hinted poilntedly thsat
a rislng with arms was in the offing. They anid that s
testing time wes coming and that 1t waa up to eech person

to do & man'’s part.
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We heard firet of the rising heving teken place on
Monday evening of Easier Week. We heard the news from a
railway worker who came into my shop and told me that the
rising was on; that traine hed etopped running end that the
Volunieers were fighting in Dublin. We held a meeting of
the locsl groups of the Volunteers that night. We discusaad
the situation and hed s check up on the arme we had, Our
armamont conslsted of two .38 pevolvers with about twenty
rounds of ammmnition for each. We could obtain pnsn’uim of
8 German service rifle with sixty to seventy rounds for same,
2180 a +22 roek rifle with some ammunition for it. We could
also get ten to twelve shotguns with some emmunition. The
sure and wriain arus avalleble were the two .38 revolvers.
Jehn McE1Tin (ex-Senator) and Thomas Murphy (s medical
student, now practising as a doctor in Newport, Co. Mayo)
and myself walked into Castlebar the next svening. A party
of Irish Volunteers were, as far as we could see, occupying
& hall in Castlebar, named the Rooney Hall. OCmne thing which
struck ue foreibly in Castlebar that night was that men were
coming into the hell every few minutes during the few hours
we were there, offering their services. As far as we could
Judge the enthusiasm wae high. We got in touch with the men
we know were officers, Michael McHugh in charge, William
Mongey, and two men nemed Johnny ¥MeGowan and Johnny Watiers.
We asked them 1f they had@ eny information for us or
instruotions to give us. They informed us that they had
nelther informetion nor instructions for us. The result was
that we had 40 return home as we left.

Ve returned again to Castlebar st least on three

occeslons during the remainder of Baster Week on the same
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migssion and with the same result. We cams to the conclusion
that the men in Castlebar knew as llttle ebout what wase
heppening or what was lika‘:l.y t0 happen as we Enew curselves.
I don't want to comvey the idea that the men in Castlebar
were not prepared %o do thelr duty if called onms They found
themselves in the seme position as we found ourselves. They

wore walting orders from men bigher up in the organisation.

This state of affairs existed up to Sunday morning,
the 30th April, the Sundey following EBaster Sunday. The
Castlebar Company were what might be called at that time
a wolle-arned and equipped company. From the start of the
Voluntearse they directed their emergies towards asccumlating
funiis for the purchese of arma. They werse eble to purchase
sbout 60 or 60 Mertinl and Enfield rifles. Those were
s8ingle shot riflea and good serviceable weapons. The Caompan,
wae woll trained and drilled., Bome time im late 1915, .....
Gresham, a prominent member of the Castlebar Company, died.
The Company decided to give him & militery funeral. For
this purpose they left 20 of these rifles in the Rooney Hall
on a Saturday might, as the funeral was teking place oo
Bundsy. During the night men, who were formerly members of
the Redmondite Volunteers, entered the Hall by steaslth and
gtole the rifles left there. They dumped the rifles miles
away in the town of EKiltimagh and nothing further wes heard
gbout them until Rsater Week.

In Baster Week the Redmondite Volunteers formed them—
selves into what wae called Bpecial Constables, whoass dutien
were to essist the British military and the R.I.C. against
the 'rebels' es they called us. I recelved information
previous to Easter Week as to the place those rifles were.

I discovered they were in Kiltimagh. I instructed Sean

Corcoran (who was subsequently killed in the Black & Tanx war
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to try and find oubt in what house they were. He did get soms
information about them gnd I inetructed him {to keep certain
houses under observation. On the morning of Bumdey, the J0th
April, T was out on the Balla-Eiltimagh Road end whilst sitting
on the side of the road a motor car passed me with four men in
its Two of these men, at least, were prominent Redmondite
Volunteers - & man named Thomase Moclair, a mewspaper reporter,
and a man named Thomes Quinn, who was then Clerk of Castlebar
Union. A third men: was "Chaprie" Burke, a motor mechsnie,

and elso Joseph Quinn, an excise offfcer (mo relation of Thomas
Quinn) and a mative of Co. Armagh. Seeing those men on the
car I came to the conclusion they were going to Kiltimegh for
the rifles and I returnad to Balla end got in touch with my
own men there. I set watchers on the Castlebar-Kiltimagh road
and I sent down a special ﬂaa_patnh rider to Kiltimagh to got
in touch with Sean Corcorsn snd to keep us in touch with

what was happening thers.

After some time I got & despateh from Sean Corcoran
telling me that those men wore tsking the rifles aml that 41t
locked as if they were leaving for Castlebar very soon.

While I was copsidering this, Tom Murphy ceme hurriedly into
my house stating that the moior car conteining Moclair and his
pals were after pulling up at McEllin'e Hotel. The oceupants
of the car went into the hotel and Murphy stated he saw the
rifies in the motor car mtnidva‘. I decided to go down
immedistely end sent Murphy to collect &ll the men he could.
We could only mobilise five or six men — Tom Murphy, Pat
Fallon, Pet Keville, Michsel Golden and Jim Reilly, who also
co-operated. We took the rifles away with us out of the motopr
cars Moclair and hie crowd saw we through the hotel window
teking them, bui 4id not make any move to prevent us. We hsard
later that Moclair and Tom Quinn at least were armed with
revolvers. We heard that they requested the managereses of the

hotel to g¢ to the window and raise the sash to ensbles them to
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open fire on us. Bhe refused to endanger herself.,

We brought the rifles to the old Courthouse, a part of
which wag used for recreational accommodation by the young
men of the town. We left the rifles there for a short timse.
There were some young fellows in the ha_l‘.l' when we arrived
with the rifles and I asked them if they would co-opsrate
with us in the dumping of the riflees and they all agreed.

I then went to McEllin's house, a big business premises,
employing a large ataff. I walked into the dining room whers
the etaff were having their tea, end asked them for thelr
help. They sll agreed to help ma. I told them that the
R.I.C. might be expected to act immediately ¥hey were
informed of the capiure of the rifles. They &ll got up from
their tea and folllowed me down to the hall where the rifles
weres. In the meantime Thomas J. NcEllin, who was then a
young men of about 20 years, came over to me and whispered
that we could dump the rifles in his place and that he woulad
arrange for eome of his staff to take them in. I was
delighted to get this offer of help end I told him to go up
o his place and welt owr arrival, At the immediate rear of
hie house was a dense wood of considerable area. He left the
hall with five or six of his etaff, I asked the others
remaining in the hall to collect ithe rifles and to follow

me, which they did.

This particular Sundey, 30th April, was the eve of a
big fair which was amongst the three or four most important
faire in Ireland and fsmoue over the whole of the country.
There wae an umaually large crowd of people on the street,
cattle dealers and others interested im the fair, and they
all showed great excitemsnt when they heard af our asctien
in saeizing the rifles.
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Wo removed the rifles io the back of McEllin's premises.
McEllin and his men were waiting there for us. We handed the
rifles over to them. They were taken and hrought into the
buildings which were very extemsive for a country town. That
night HcEllin and six men tock down e wocden partition in
one of the bulldings. The riflea were placed imside the
partition end nalled up, 80 that even though the premises
endured g long and painetakirg raid by the ?r.ttiah authorities;
the rifles were not foumd. McEllin's brother, John R,
McEllin, ex-S8enator, wae not at the raid for the rifles, as he
had been aent by me to Kiltimagh, and to follow up the first
despatch rider sent there and find out what had happened there
oxactly. I wae a bit worried when an enswer hed not come baock
from Kilt:rl.magh by the firet messenger I sent there; hence my
reason for eending him. Had he been in Balla he would have
been on the party selizling the rifles.

ARRESTS IN BALLA AND CASTLERAR.
Negotiatians Bilit

surrander of rifles.

Great police and military activities followed all over
the dletrioct within & fow daye of the this incident. In fact,,
the British guthoritles went to the extent of bringing in
troops from the Curregh or Dublin into the area. & regiment,
known a8 the North Btafforde, arrived in Casilebar, and they
wont. to the trouble of marching to Balls and camping there
& whole dey. Eventually six of us were arrested at ebout
4 g.m. o0 lﬁth Mey 1916, as far as 1 can remember, and we were
taken to Castlebar and kept there for about ten days. After
this we were taken to Richmond Barracke, Dublin.

After sbout a month in Richmond we were approached By a
clergyman whose neme, I think, wes Fr. McMshon, an ex-British
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argy chaplein, with a suggestion that we should hand over
the rifles to the British suthorities. I don't know if this
prieat wes the Fr. McMehon who was subsequently Chaplain of
HountJoy Prison in the Civil War perlod. The priest hrought
every pregaure poesible to bear on uws to hend over the
riflee uncomiitionslly. It's only right to eay at this point
that nearly all the firearms in the possession of the Irsh
Voluniteers throughout Irsland were being handed over to the
Britieh military and police authorities. As far as I have
learned since, the people who sent Fr. Mclahon to us were
the relativee of J.T. Murphy, who assisted us in taking the
rifles from the hotel at Balla. Murphy told us in Richmond
Barracke at the time that his two uncles who were in the
Civil Service, and his father (who was then chief clerk in
Craig=Gardners, Accountants, Dublin) got the idea into their
heade that they would all lose their Jobe if the rifles wers

not hended over.

They Brought all the pressure they could to bear on
young NMurphy, who was then sbout 19 years of sge. I wae the
only man amongst the prisoners who really knew where the
rifleos were. I told the priest that even we did what he
desired he had mo guerentee whatever from the British
authorities that any concession would be made to us if we
agreed {0 his request. Together with that, I pointed out
that 1f we did glve thewm the information where the rifles
were, we would have to involve the guardiane of the rifles
and endenger thelr freedom. The priest was most angry at my

raising these pointe and told me thet I wes not the strong
men I thought I was in dictating terms tc the British Empire.
I t0ld him I was not trying to di;:tnta to any psreon or
trying to inflate my own importance. I alsc told ‘him that
I wes not going to betray wen that trusted me, mo matter
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what he or people Iiks him could call me. He got a bit masty
ovaer the argument and told me thet I would be dealt with,
which I locked on ag a threat. I told him thet as I wae their
prisoner, I was in their power and et thelr mercy. He
finally apologieed and stated that he didn't mean to use
threats end asked me could I not think of ways of opening
mogotiations with the British. 1 then asked him whom he
represented in talking to us, and he eald that he represented
some friemds of the prisoners. I told him that I believed
he wea not in a position to glve guarantees to eny perasom
in those megotliations and that he had no official status in
the matter. He then left us stating that he would esee people
who had officlal status, and returned with en officer of
Major's and Colonel's renk. This officer was aggressive ami
bullying in his manner and used thrsets of shooting. 1 told
this officer that I was not impressed by his threats and he
said he wae not lasuing threats, but his purpose wes 10 uae
every meens of getting control of the guns. He asked me fif
I was teking full responsibility. I told him I was and he
mentioned then the possibility of my being courimartialled.
I told him I hed no mewens of avoiding that. He then became
more modified and asked if I waee looking for terms and
eondi tions. I told him I wae not, and he asked me if I was
the officer in charge of the eighi Mayo prisonerse, who
included two from Castlebar — Michael XMcHugh and JFohm Hoban.
I t%old him I was mot, as, strictly speaking, there was mno
officer in chergs. He asked me then why I was taking full
responsibility end I told him I was taking full responsibillit
for the rifles. He 8aid I war e hard man %o desl with and
that we were at cross purposes and did not seem to be getiing
anywhere. I asked him then what he suggested. He then told
m8 he was dlscussing the matier on his own responsibility
and could not officielly promise anything. He said that,
howaver, 1f he had his way and if he got the guns, he would

let the rest out, but would not let me out.
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Fallon then spoke up and sald that Iif I was not let out
they would not wish to be relessed. All the rest then
expreased thempelves similarly. The officer and the priest
had a private conversation which we did not hear, and the
officer said he could not egree to any arrangement without
consulting his higl:pr authorities, and that he would have fo
g0 and report what had taken place at our talk. The officer
went away and ihe priest remained. He attacked me for my cheek
in dletating to the British Goverrment, as he termed it. I
t0ld the priest I held the key to the whole situation, as I
alone could make the guns available. The priest left us 1:!; an
angry freme of mind.

We were brought back to our dbillets in the barracks.
When we had been some hours there we were brought down agein
to the aquare. Two militery officera — the one we had slready
interviewed- and another, and the priest were present. The
secord military officer haed brass. or gold decorations on his
cap and appeoared to us to be a stafl officer. I do not know
either of the officer's names or their renks in the amy.

The 'staff' officer listensd to the priest giving a etatement
of the talks that had already taken place and the first

of £icer who came to see ue corroborated the priest. The
'staff' officer stated that I did not claim to be in authority
over my fellow priascners end I told him I could not claim that.
He then sald that if the men decided i{o hand over the guns

I would have %0 agree to 1t. I said that wes a different
question. I was reaponsible for bringing the men into all

the trouble and, that being so, I would do all in my power

to bring them out of it. He then sald he understood my
attitude and appreciated it. I seked him what he wanted or
wvhat he suggested and he replied thet if he got the guns

we would all be released and that we should have a talk

amonget ourselven. I then asked him were there ether
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conditions, such as signing guarantees in his mind, and he
said "No". He then walked awey and tock the other two with
him. The priaat, however, wanted to remain with us and I
told him we wished to be alone at our discusalon.

At our diecussion of the problem I told the others that
I cm.:nld not agaume any control over them, that it was a
matter for them to decide: and that I was not in favour of
handing over the guna, but 1f they wanted to do so, I would
have to submit to thelr wishes. A falrly lengthy talk ensued.
It was pointed out that all the other areas in the country
were handing in the gune and that we were no better than
thoge who were haniding them over. It was also pointed ocut
that Pearse's men had surrendered their guns, etc. Michael
McHugh wae definite in his support of my attitude in refusing
to hand over the guns. It was eventually put to e vote and,
aB thers were only twoc for not handing over the guna, the
declieion of the majority to hand them over was carried.

In sbout two hours' time the two officers and the priest
returmed. As I refused tc convey our decision to the
militeary, Murphy had to do it himself. The esenior officer
then asked where were the guns, I then told the officer that
there wae a 1ot more in i+ then thet, end he sharply inguired
vhat I meant. I told them that it was othere down the
country who had control of the gune and that if I told him
where they were, he would send down and have those :m;n
arreetad. He then stated ] was moat exasperating as I sesmed
disinclined to let down my pals. He asked me how I could get
out of the difficulty and I replied that it was his businees
to devise &8 means., The officer thén eald that one of us eould
be released and sent down the country to get in touch with
the people who had charge of the rifles,. T'he police or
military could be told where to pick up the rifles, apd, when
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the rifles were in the handa of the authoritiea we could
all be released., We agreed to this. The officer then
suggested that I should go to Balla and hand over the
riflea. I refused to go. Murphy then volunteered to go.
The officer tock & note of Murphy's name and ordered us

back to our rooms.

I then gave Murphy & letter suthorieing him o
represent ms in getting in tlauoh with ¥McEllin's. I gave
inetructions that the rifles were o be teken from
McEllin'e premisea and left in the old churchyard to give
the impression that they were hidden there. When the
rifles were ready in the churchyard, Murphy was to go to
the policer and inform them of their location. I could not
glve Murphy any written inetructions. The letier I gave
him wae addressed to no person, as he could have been
searched and the asuthorities would get to know all about
the rifles.

A short time later the Orderly Officer who first came
t0 ue arrived and handed Murphy a safe conduct and &
railwey pass to Balla. Murphy went off on his Journey and
carried out my inetructions to the letter, after which he
returned to Dublin on the firet available train and
reported his carrying out the terms of our agreement to the
military enthorities., He arrived in Dublin sbout 1 p.mn.
gnd that evening five Hayo prisoners were releassed -
Murphy, Fellon, Reilly, Golden and Eeville.

It loocked that Hoban, McHugh and myself were o ue
sat on. BEarly the next morning Hoban and McHugh were
rnlagnaa, B0 I folt I was for it. Late that ovening I was
told to pack up and I was marched to the barrack gate,
a8 I thought, 30 join & daetch for F;.-nngnqh. To my surprise
when I arrived at the gate, I was met there by my psals



who had slready been released, end I was Iree again.

I expressed my surprise to my comrades that I was not
rolessed with them. They told me that when they were released
they were efraid to go kome without me and that Murphy tock
them to see the priest who had boen negotiating with us and
that they all kicked up e rumpus sbout my being detained.

The result was that the priest went to the military aPthorit:laB

and mpde such representations as eecured my release,

When I returned home and for some time aftorwards
mattore el) over the country seemed very flat and it appeared
as ir all enthusiasm was knocked out of the National Movement.
About Segptexber, 1916, things were again stirring and every-
where groups of young men essembled. The whole talk wae about
the Rising and what heppened in it. Songe like "Easter Week",
“"The Soldiers' Song", "Wrap the Green Flag round me" and
othere Of a similar nature were heard everywhere. The young
poople were thinking about the chances of having a further
round with Britain.

The Volunteer organisation had in late 1916 practically
ceased to exist to sny great extent. There was a continuous
rising tide of National Republican sentiment working in the
eountry, which proved that the 0ld Irieh Party was a spent
force and had little active support from the people.

About September 1916, I went to Dublin and met a man
there whe talked to me about the national position and esked
me bluntly if I_mld asglst in & movement got up to
establish Irish freedom. I told him that I would be delighted
t0 give any help end that I would work enthusiastically with
men willing to engage in that object. W¥hen he heard thia
he asked me to accompany him to a meeting t0 be held that
evening in an hotel known as "Fleming's Hotel, Gardiner's
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Flace. I sttended thie meetimg in the company of the man
mentioned - Paeddy Rysn, a native of Ballaghaderreen, Co.
Vayo.

At thie meetilng, ss far a8 my memory goes, there were
a score of men, or perhape less, present. Ae fer as I
can Pemember, Cathal Brughe presided and also Eamon Duggan
for part of the meeting. I was asked if I would undertake
t0 organise the Volunteers in Co. Mayo and other paris of
the West of Irelend. There was a subsequent meetling held
near Christmas 1916. I cammot remember the axact date of
elther of these meetings, but the second was near the end
of the year - 1t was shortly before the Frongoch internees

wore released.

At the first of these meetings, held in August 1916,
a sort of provisional Executive was formed, with Cmthal
Brughs' ag Chairman; Liem GJ_.nrka wae appointed provisional
Adjutent CGeneral. Clarke, I think, wes a Horth man and
waé badly wounded in the hesd during the fighting in 1916.
He auffered a lot from his wounds end had mmerous
operatione about this time, but he did not allow his woundse
to curtall his organisationsl work. He wes subsequently
in charge of the firing party at the burial of Thomas Ashe
in 1917.

Before the second meeting, I had dono a certaim
amount of organisationsl work in my area and had staerted
three or four companjies = the first in Castiebar, two
others in Balla and Ballinrobe, and later, & company in
Claremorrie. Up to this time there wae nothing like =
proper headgquartors in Dublin and all work done by leading
men in Dublin was undertaken voluntarily after thelr
working dey wae finished.

in
One day in 1917,/ my own ehop in Balla, e man walked in

=
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and preeented me with a letter from Michael Collins,
8tating that the bearer would explein his businesa to0 me.
My vieitor's brother was very proominent in Irish affairs in
London, and he told me that hie Job in Co. Mayo was to
organise the I.R.B. there. He asked me to give him a hand
in pushing the organlsation in the county. He told me that
his proposition to me wes ll:l'chaal Collins! wishea and also
that Collins locked en me as an I.R.B. member. I told the
man that I haed an open mind on the question of organieing
the I.R.B, i was noi aure that I could be locked on as &
member. Leter, I found out that my sdmlesion to the I.R.B.
in 191) wes most irregular as I was never proposed or
paesed a8 a mamber. The final result of this conversatiaonm
was that my visitor togk oot a prayer book and recited the
I.R.B. aath to me, which I repested, and I became a fully
fledged official member of the organisatiom.

On the inatructiona of this man I undertoock the
organisation of the I.R.B. in Co. Mayo amongat active
Volunteers. There was a system of extreme caution in
selecting members for the organisation and, on account of
this cauvtious attitude, the members of the I.E.B. were kept
small. My attitude in this matter was the result of the
instructions I received from the man who came t0 my shope.

1 _w:l.ll deal in more detail with thie matter later.

One ‘of the first moves made by Collins after his
releapge was his mamaging to get himself appointed as
Secretary to Count Plunketit and also Secretary to the
Liberty Clubse which contained all the extreme elements of
the survivore of 1916, men who s6till visualised another

resort to physicel force, numbering many keymen in the local
districts all over Ireland.
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The mext position Collins obtalned wae Secretary of the
Priscuere’ Dependents' Organisation. This position wae of
vital importance at the time, as the disposal of those funds
brought Collins into close touch with important pecple sall

over the country,

From the start of Collins' organising sctivitiea, there
were people, differing from him in their ideass, who auggzested
that he was building himself up with a view to being able
later on to direct the Voluniteers and the mational policy.
Thie feeling of susplcion of Collins started, in my opinion,
at least in Frongoch, and poselbly in some casea, it atarted
before 1916 in Kimmage Garrieon. 4s I was not in the
Kimmage Garrison or in Frongoch, I have no personal knowledge
of whet happened there, but I heard afterwarde that Collins,
O'Hegarty, Mulcahy and some others had formed a group in
Frongoch which practicelly ran the camp, and kept to them—
selves in one hut. On the release of Collins , O'Hogarty,
Mulcahy, etec. in late 1916, this group got together agaim
and were, t0 a great extemt, responsible for the
re-organlsation of the military and political elements
exieting after 1916. This group did great work, which was
undoubiedly due to careful planming by them whilst interned
in Frongoch. Dermot O'Hegarty wae the mblest man in the
group, in my estimation. Colline was outetending as a
forceful perscnality who was sble to get things donse.

POSITION AFTER 1916.

In trying to describe the circumstances which led others
%o be susplclous of Collins, I would like to point out that
when the sentenced men wore released about mid-1917, a large
number of men who were important lesders before 1916 again
became availeble to cerry on the work, These men included
Mr. de Valera. The released men found that a lot of work



26«

wae. belng done in gotting the scattered remnante of the
Pre-iol6 orgenisation together, and that on the purely
political side of the republican movemsnt, energy wae being
dissipated by the rivalry exiating between the parties
which were out for bresking this country's bonds with
Bngland.

THE PYLUNKETT CONVENTION, 19 IL 17.

The ocutatanding event in the early spring of 1917 was
the Plunkett Convention which was celled on the authority
of Count Plunkett as head of the Liberty Clubs, and other
organieatione such as Griffith's Binn Fein end P.J. Little's
Nation League sent representatives, The real purpose of
this Convention was to prevent disunity in the national of s
throughout the nountrx_. The Convention succeeded tha-graat
oxtent in preventing the clesh of Ainterests which existed
in local areas between the three above-mentioned hodies in
pushing the individual interests of their own organisations.
A general sgreement was carrled that where a branch of one
of the orgenisetions existed none of the other orgsnisations
would attempt to organise in opposition. The B tronger body
in numbers of the three mentioned was Sinn Feim, ss it was
more eesoclated in the public eye with the Rising of 1916
then the othera. The reault was that Sinn Fein spread more
rapidly all over the country than elther of the other two
organieations. The Volunteers also expanded all over the
country end worked hend in hend with Sinn Fein.

At the Plunkeit Convention great enthusisem existed emd
a displey of determination to work for Irish independence
end to fight for it, if necesesary, was shown.

The orgsnising of the rising mationsl sentiment into
anything like a 80l1d national bloc was void of directionm
and leaderaship. The three principal republican orgenisations
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wore individually treinmed to take advantage of the rieing
sentiment, and thelr efforts were t0 scme extent curtailed by
selfish Perty interests; they were mctually blockading each
other's efforta to make headway. This confused state of
affeire was responsible for the calling of the Plunkett
Convention in the Rotumda. I was not at this convention

but I kiow that about 800 delegates attended from variocus
parta of the couniry. The personnsl et this Convention did
not represent any particular group, but was called to embrace
every person who believed in the broad principles of Irish
independence;, ag set out by the leaders of the RBaster Week
Rleing.

It was found during the discuseione at the
Convention that the contentious mattera of policy of the three
principal parties who wvere representsd at the Conventiam
ehould be left for the time in Abeyance. It was also agreed
that the verious organisations formed, or being formed, who,
in their own views, subsoribed to the 1916 Proclemation,
should not be allowed to opposer each other. This wae as far
a8 the Convention could then go. It wae believed, however,
that another Convention would be held later to attempt to
reconcile the outlook of the wverious groupe end get a
unified national policy going all over the country.

When Colline was released. from Frongoch and came to
Dublin, he found the position in the country in a fluid
condltion as far as the political outlock appeared. There
were, a8 1 have pointed out, three arganisations working for
the indepenience of the country. Each of the orgenisations
had their own paerticulsr idea of what freedom meant. The
Liberty Clube - Gount Plunkett's party ~ were cut for the
compleote separation from Bngland with physical force as their
policy. BSinn Fein - Arthur Griffith's pari;;y' - were out for
econcmic eml cultural edvancement and em independent
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sovereign governmment, with a possible c¢lose assocliation
with Bnoglend es imdependent entities. The third perty -
Foddy Little's party - were ocut for what wee known as
Coloniel Home Rule, with a status similar to what Canada,
Austiralia and New Zealand then enjoyed. Of ths three
alements, the most extreme and, a8 & conseguence, the d
most influential - as they had the support of the I.R.B.
organisations - were the Liberty Clubs.

FUNERAL OF THOMAS ASHE - 25 SEPTEMEER, 1017.

The Ashe fumeral was the occasion of a big influx of
Violunteers to Dublin from all parts of the country. G8pecial
trains were run from ell parts of Irelend and were arriving
in Dublin practically all night before the funersl. The
Volunteer Executive st the time was greatly surprised by the
influx of men end orgenised plans to get officers from each
part of the country to meet treins from their own districts
and to take charge of the men caming into the city. The
numbers coming were 80 large that it was impoesible to get

accomuodation for them. Men had to camp out on the etreets.

fishe's fumeral proved that there exieted en unsuspected
enthusiasm for the organisation of the Volunteers ell over
the country, which the men at the head of affairs h:ad not -
suspectied. The country at that time was trevelling faster
than the leasders anticipated,

Two premises in Parnell Squere, Nos. 44 and 46, were
made available to the Volunteers by their owners, the Keating
Branch of the Gaelic League and the Foresters. Ward was
epread around to prominent men from each country district to
eall at the above premises after the Ashe fumeral, where _
instructions would be issued ae to organisetion in their
respective districis. In Parmell Square they were hended
forms which were hurriedly t;;pnd and were to be filled in by
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each mgn, giving his own name and the names of other
responaible officers in the distriet who would be prepared
to tale, control in the event of casuelties. Thie, to my
mind, was one of the most important incidents that took
place after 1916. I remember distinctly the impression it
mede omw me stending in Wo. 44 Parnell Sguare and seeing
these men filling up their forms, men from the four

provinces and some from outside Ireland.

Amonget the men dealing with the filling of these forms
were one of the Pricee of Dublin, Dick McKee, Harry Boland
and others whom I do not now remembar.

During sll this time a careful watch was kept to detect
if polico agents were attemptiing to get into the hall., The
iwpromptu mature of the buainess prevented, ss far as I can

remexmber, any lnterference from Britieh agents.

A8 & result of the funeral of Thomas Ashe, there must
have been about 500 mew cuu:paniﬁa formed all over Ireland,
1 know this to be g modeet estimate from my experiences
gubsequently on the Volunteer Executive.

MYLH&E,MTENMTMDFQM
EXEOUTIVE OF THE IRISH VOLOWTERRS.

We were now well into the yeer 1917 and, as companies

of Volunteers started to spring up continuously all over the
country, any urge the Volunteers got to organise was
prampted by the prisoners returning from British jails.

Thie enthusieem for starting the Volunteer corganisatiom was
not confined to Irelend. Volunteer companies were formed
in Bngland, 8cotland and Walea - anywhere Irishmen lived in
such mumbers as enabled them to start companies.

A small group of Volunteer officers from different

parts of the country met in Fleming's Hotel in the early
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Bpring of 1917, ebout 30 in all. Cathal Brugha presided,
Ligm Clarke acted as Secretary or Adjutant to the meeting,
The purpose of thie meeting was to get e serious attempt
made to organise the Volunteera, each in his own district

gnd surrounding areas. A loose umierstending was come t¢
that a Natlonal Convention of the Volunteers would be held
in sbout six months' time. It wae strongly urged Ly the
Cheirmen that evente in the war areas in Burcope demanded
thet the organisation of the Volunteers was an urgent matter,
a8 Britain and her Allies were apparently up against it.

Amonget those present at this Convention were Cathal
Brugha, Liam Clarke, Richard Muleshy, ... Bereen from Sligo,
Alec McCabe, ... Ryan from Ballaghaderreen, Larry Lardner,
one of the Brennana from Clare, Archie Heron (?), Cathal
0'Shanmon and Liam Lynch.

The hundreds of Volunteer compenies mow being formed
were each in direct touch and controlled by the Executive
in Dublin, such ss 1t was at the time, There was. mo local

authority higher than a Company Captain.

The question of arma came up at this Convention. I%
wae found after discuseion that practically all arms in the
country pre~1916 had been handed over to the British. The
re~arming of the Volunteers was & big problem that had to be
faced, but was never practically accomplished. All sorts of
suggeetions re arms eupplies were put forward, some most
Tantastic. The only euggestion made in those early daye that
bore fruit to a Pimited extent was the proposition to keep
in close towch with British scldiers doing garrison work in

the coumtry: t:n solect men who ¢ould purchase arme from the
soldiers. 1f they could be inducedi to sell them; to steal the
soldiers' arme if opportunity arose, and to take arms by
force from them whonever posasible. At that time Irishmen
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coming home on leave from the British army always carried
their rifles with them. It was Buggested that we should get
after these men and get them to give up their rifles and aleo
desert from the British army and, in the event of their
deserting, to assist them out of the couniry. It was sm
extraordinary thing that the British never seemed to tumble
to what was going on until in various parts of the country
incidents occurred of British soldiers refusing to give up
their arme and force had to be used to take them. In some
few instances soldiere actuslly used their arms when aftempta
ware made to seize them by force. The British suddenly
realiced that big losses in rifles were taking place and
steps were taken by them to prevent soldiere tasking rifles
home to Irelend with them.

After Thomaes Ashe's fumeral the leaders realised that
any effort to re-organise the Voluntesers would be taken up
enthusiastically all over the couniry, and it wes decided
that a Convention would be held' and the holding of a Simm
Fein Ard-Fhelis would provide the occasion for holding a
Volunteer Convention end aleo a means of camouflaging the
holding of it from British eyes.

SINN FEIN ARD-FHEIS, 25th OCTOEER, 1917,

The pational feeling grow etronger end stronger aftsr
the Fiunkett Conventlion and the Ashe funersl, and thse
epontansous growth of thﬁr‘?uluntearu and the Sinn Feln
organieation ar'terwards showed that both hed achieved thelr
purpose. When the great Convention of October 1917, wae held
in the Hansion Houss, Dublin, called: the 8inn Fein Convention,
members of the other two crganisations ~ Liberty Clubs and
the Nation League — were aleso entltled to attend. At least
elxty per cent. of the delegates attendlng the Conventiom
were membere of the Volunteers. 3,000 to 4,000 delegates

ware present.



-

31.

Iharing the Ard-Fhels & private circular wes sent around
to & lot of delegates ~ 1 got one myself - asking uvs to csll
down to 46 Parnell Square used by the Keating Branch of ths
Gaslic Lesgue. The purpose of the meating in 46 Parmell Sqr.
wag to organise delegates to elect Separatists on the
governing body of Sinn Fein. The leading espirite behind thie
move were Dermot Lynch and Sean 6 Murthuile., It was they who

issuned the circnlars.

Wnen the gqueaition arose of the three organisations
working on élmilar linee, Mr. do Valera made a very diplomatic
speech on the lines that there wae room for all organisations
working in the same direction, but that as 8inn Fein eeemed
more populer and more asscclated im people's minde with 1916,
8inn Fein would have & better following, and that the new
organisation should be known as 8inn Fein.

On ths evening of the last day of the Sinn Fein Ard-Fheis
a Volunteer Conventiion was held in Croke Park which lasted for
at least 10 hours. All the delegates attending the Voluntser
Convention had aleo been delegates at the S8inn Fein Convention.
The Jerge mumber of delegates at -the Volunteer Convention,
which numbered about 1,100, wae partly due to the fact that
the different companies had to be represented. in the sbeence
of Brigade end Battalion units in the country at that time.
Delegates were also present from EBngland, Scotland and Wales.
The Volunteer Convention wae held in a building in Croke Park,
known a8 the Pavilion, end portion of this building was filled
with hay. The large muber .of delegates seated themselves
where convenient on portions of an open starmd end arcund on the
hay. Plenks and forms were also used for seats. At the end of
the building where the hay wae a group of men assembled, of
whom it could be sald they were ths men of destiny in the
Irelamd of our time. The Chairman of the Convention wes Eamon
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de Valersa, ERehirnd him, lying on the plle of hay, were Michsel
Collins, Cathal Brugha, Austin Stack, Dermot Lymch, Bamon
Duggan, Dermot O'Hegarty, Michael 8taines, Liam Lymch of CGork,
Terence MeSwiney of Cork, Erneat Blythe, Joa McKelvey, Dick
Barrett and Frank Barrett of Olare, Mick Brennan and one of
his brothers of Clare, Sean MacEntee of Belfast, James
Keaveney, 8ligo, Alec MeCabe of Sligo, Rory O'Commor, Dick
McKee, Oscar Traynor, William M. C'Eeilly and somes of the
MeQuills of Dundalk, Brian O'Higgina, Laurence 0'Roole, etc.
All the prominent men in the republican phyesicel force
movement of that time were present. I have no records to go
on 80 I have to rely on my momory.

I was selected asa one of the Commaught representatives
on the Volumteer Bxecutive formed at this Convention. : The
busirese done at the Volunteer Conventlion was as followai=-

A Wationgl Volunteer Executive was formed, numbering 19 men
selected as follows:-
7 men resident in Dublin, nemed "resident membera™

3 men from each province,

The powers of the Executive were aalfnllms-
A decislon by the Executive must be carrled by a clesr
majority of the whole Executive (not the majority of a partial
meeting of the Executive). This wes necessary to give & vital
decision on matters of & serious nature, such ag a deocision
on peace oOr war. In other worde, 1t would teke at leaat temn
votes from the Executive to declde such a vital decision.
If this vital queetion had to be decided, and if ten Executive
memberse woted: for elther peace or war, the vote was binding
on the whole Executive even though scme members were absent
from the meeting where the vote wes taken. A vote of ten
members of the Executive was binding on each and all.

Each province elected ite own representatives. The

"repident members" were voted for and selected by the whole

L]
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Convention, The followling, as far as ] can remember,
conatituted the Provisionel Executive:—

Gonnaught: Richard Walsh, Laurence Lardnsr, Jemes
Keavemey, (Pather Tom Burke scted at
one time as substitute for Lardnmer),
Colm O'Gera acted as & substitute for
Leurence Lardner on at least one

occagion, and @ mem named Silke acted
once or twice for Jamee Keavensy.

Puns ter: Austin Steck, Diarmuid Lynch, Paddy
Bremman (7). (Brennan refused to sct
on the Emecutive and had to be
replaced by, probably, Con Collins.
Leinster: Seumas Doyle of Wexford, Peadar Bracken,
Sean Mcarry.
Tlater: Sean MacEntes, Joe Doherty, Paul Galligam,

The "resident merbers" were from the following:-

Rory O'Connor, Michsel Btaimes, Cathal
Brughn, Esmon de Valera, Cheirman; Eamon
Doggan, Deputy Chairman; William M.,
0'Reilly, Diarmid O'Hegarty, Michsel
Collins and Richard Mulcshy.

Meetings of the whole Executive were held en an average
oneo & month wp to mid-1920. Sometimes meetings were held
twice a month. The mestings were callled by the President
or Acting President, or on the instructions of the Resident

Executive, Twho wore pupposed {0 meet once a week,

The functions of the whole Executive decided the policy
of the Army, and there was no superior guthority except a
Convention of the whole army was called. A different
situation arose when the Government of the Republic - First
Dail - was established.

IRISH VOLURTERR EXRCUTIVE.

Shortly after the formation of the Executive in October,
1917, the gquestion arose of eppolnting the personmel of G,H.Q.
etaff, The question of providing cash for peying the staff
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also c ropped up. When this question was being diseussed

I sensed the grpwth of two groups within the Executive.

As far aa I can remember now, the first meeting held to
diecuss this guestion tock place in Fleming's Hotel about
eight daye after the Executive was formed. The questiom

of appointing a wholetime G,E.Q. staff to take comtrcl of
the Volunteers under the direction of the Executive was
diecussed end egroed ome It was also agreed that & specisl
mee ting would be subsequently held to go into the guestion
of G.H.Q. 8teff peraonmel. It was declded that the men
gelected for the ataff should be men of outatanding ability
and integrity, snd that they should evemtually be prepared
to give up their civil occupations end devote all thelr tims
and sbllity to staff work. The question of wholetime work
for the mewly-appolinted staff was subject to the sveilabili
of funds to pay the staff. At this particular times, the
sole source of revenue at the disposal of the Volunteers
waa the 10/- affiliation fee required from each company on
its formation. Efforts were being made at the time to raise
fundia in Dublin by concerts, raffles and other forms of
entertainments The revenue from these latter funotions did
mot all reach the Executive, as the local unitis generally
retained some of the proceeds. It would be no exsggeratlionm
to Bay that when the question of setting up a etaff arose,
the Bxecutive had practically mo funds at their disposale.
Immeadiate financial assistance wae eeseniial to eneble the
Excutive t0 carry on.

About two weeks after the firat meeting of the
Bxecutive the second meeting wae held, and 1+ was declded
at this meeting to appoint a sub-committee to go into the
question of selecting a G.H.Q. 8talf, and also %0 explore
the means of providing the finances to run the staff and

t0 carry on army organisation worke.
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The sub-committee were asked to select what they
considered sulteble men who were willing to devote all their
gpare time, and when funds became avallable, to devote all
their -time to G.H.Q. work. When the staff would be
aeppointed on a full-time basis they were not to have any
other civilian employment to interfere with their work for
G.H.Q.

The sub-ococmmulttee, as. far es I gan remember, consiasted
of Michael Collins, Cathal Brugha, Rory O'Comnor and Michael
Btaines. Bamon de Valera wes asked to interview certain
specigl men who might be difficult to approach by eny other
persom. I am mot very clear ee to vhom Eamon de Valera wae
to approach, but I think Dick McKee and Oscar Traynor ware
two of them.

At this mseting the gquestian of procuring funds was
discuseed. It wss essumed that the only available cash was
in the hands of the I.R.B. The Sinn Fein organisestion had
funds aveilable, bat woe could not ask for their fumds as
8inn Fefn at that time containsad men not favourable to
phyeicel force and they might not have been enthusiastically
inclined to give any financial help to the Volunteers.

When the question of approeching the I.R.B. for funds
arcee, Cathal Brugha approved of the proposition an.d pointed
out that the 1.R.B. funds were intended for such uase s the
Volunteers would mow put them to. He also stated that
poople in control of the I.R.B. fumis were most ama_maiontioua
about the way the funds would be used and that they would
ha'mg to be convinced that the funds would be used for the
Turthering of the cause of Irish freedom. He also said hs
had little doubt that they could be convinced that the funds
would be used properly. Michael colunﬁu_ stated that he knew
the sources through which the I.R.B. organisation could be
approached and influenced %to advsnce the money.
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There: was another body montioned which had control of
fumis which the Executive might get use of on loan; that was
the commrititee of the Wolfe Tone Memorial Fund, They were
supposed to have about £20,000 to £50,000 en hands,

In my opinion at dhat particulaer #ime, late in 1917,
Michael Golline or the I.R.B. hed little imfluence on the
declaioms of the Executive., I think that Collina, In late
1917 or early 1918, was not a membor of the Supreme Council
of the I.R.B. He went on the Bupreme Council later.

It muet be borne in mind thaet Collins was released from
Frongoch a% Christmas 1516, and one of the firet bodies with
which he was conmected was the National Aif Assocciationm, of °
which he was Secretary. He also became Secretary to Count ‘
Plunkett, who was President of am orgenisation known as the
Liberty Glu‘na: This organlisation was the public or cuiward
expresaion of the I.R.B.'s policy. In other words, the
Liberty Clubs were spomeored by the I.R.B. to give public
expressior and support to the I.R.B.'s policy of physical force
as a msans of geining compleie independence, meaning complete
separation from Englieh rule. _

Micheel Collins's position as SBecretary to Count Plumkett
meant that he was acting as Secretary of the Liberty Clubs.

The whole political ocutlogk at this time waes in & liquid
gtate amd the groat bond of agreement between all republicans
was @ united desire to get rid of the Irish Parliamentary

Party as soon a8 poesible,

Amongat republicane themselves there were different
interpretations of what freedom meant. Bodies such as the
Nation League, to which Peddy Little acted as Secretary, would
have been sstlsfied with Golonial Home Rule. They ran @ peper
called "New Irelamd. The policy of Arthur Griffith wee one of
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goverelgn inmdepemience and his paper was widely resd. [HHis
paper advocatied something like the Repeel of the Uniom and
@ld not eudscribe fully to an extreme republlcan policy.

Undoubtedly, Michael Collina stopd for sovereign
independent status for Ireland, totally separate from
Britain, in 1917 and for a considersble time afterwards.
This uncompromising attitude of his towards Irish freedom
put Collins fn eligmmont with the treditiomal policy of
the I.R.B. and he became very close to the I.R.B. leadera.

G A T COMSCR ON

Barly irp 1918, the question of enforeing comscriptiom
in Irelend was debated in the British House of Commons.
The Volunteer Executive took a serjous view of this matter,
especially when the British proposed the registration of
ell men of military age in Irelsnd. The Executive issued
an order to the Volunteers that regilstration of Irishmen
should be opﬁosaﬂ. Various means at the disposal of the
Volunteers to fight conscripiion were discussed by the
Executive. Orders were issued to the Volunteers by the
Bxecutive to collect all arme and shotguns all over the
country; aels¢o t0 raid all gun-shops. UWhen all the sveilsble
arms were collected into Y;oluntaa;- handa, the poeition of

the Voluntesars as an armed force was little improved,
I

One of the plans made by the Executive for opposing
the enforcement of conscription waa that the Volunteers
would immedietely bresk up all commercilal and other lines
of communication, roaﬂa.hrailwara, docks, etc. Orders were
also iseued to induce. friendly shopheepere 1in all aress to
order additional stocks of non-perishadble food so that the
pocple would not be hungry. Volunteers were aleo asked to
concentrate on inducing the fermers to provide foed for

human consumption. Plens were also made to replace. the
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gigning. The reasons for signing would not be aceepted

aé good if, for instance, hs atated that he wes following
some other important member's lesd. A similar procedure
of glving reasone 1ln the case of a member refusing to slgn
wae also to be followed; he hed to give sound ressons for

not aigning.

The actual decision of the Executive was that the most
effective blow the Volunteers eould strike in defence of
their couniry to defaat comscription end the most
destructive to the Britishk was to make a personsl sttack om
the lives of membera of the British Cabinet, and to kill
every ona of them if possible. It wae suggested that the
most sultable place to carry out the operation and, at the
same time, the moat drematic and accessible, was in the
BAitish House of Commons in London. In the event of the
Britieh House of Commons not being a feasible location for
the operetion, the Ministers were to be got wherever they
were found. This order wae not to be carried owt until the
actual proclamation for enforcing comscription in Ireland

wag issued.

An expeditiomary force of ten men, of which Cathal
Brugha was the leader, went to London and waited there for
some time until the danger of comscription for Ireland

pasged.

The order comtelning the aignatures of the members of
the Executive wes signed by every member of the Exscutive
as far as I can remember, No member objected to signing it.
The reasons given by each member were all similar - that
the expedition to London was the moet effective answer
Ireland could give to tim conscriptlion menace. Cathal
Brugha wae factually Chairman of the Executive at thie time,

a8 Mr. de Valera wae often absent from meetings on other
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duties. Cmthal Brughe insisted an tsking charge of the

expedi tion.

It muet be horne in mind that the expedition to London
had guthority to act es aoon ss the knowledge came to them
that the proclamation impoeing comeeription on Ireland was
Fublished. The document we eigned authorising the expeditiem
was drawn up in such a form that its publication would
explein the reasons for the action and that the members of
thie Executive were taking full reeponsibility for isauing
such an order as a representative Irish authority. As socen
as the action planned wae carrled out in England, the
document with the Executive members' signatures was to be
published in Ireland.

Thie publication would be necessary to show to the
world that the men who carried out the operation were acting
on the ordere of the only body that then had authority to
authorise such aciions on behalf of the Irish people, and
that they were not Just a orowd of gummen: mcting on their
own or teking orders from some unknown or obscure secrot
soclety.

The expedition fell through when the reeson for 1t
had disappeared snd the men wers then recalled, I cannot
now remsmber the names of the members of this expedition,
I do know that in addition to Cathal Brugha, Joseph Goode,
London; Seumas Reilly, who later married ¥Mrs. Holohan =
the mother of Garry and Paddy Holchan - and, I think, Liem
Lynch of Cork, were on it.

When the propossl for the expedition came up I cenmot
defini tely say who first proposed it. I think 1t was Cathal
Brugha I know that Collins gave it his enthusiastic
supports Mr. de Valera slsc supported it snd made most

useful contribvutions to the discussion; hies ideae were



incorporated in the final draft authorisaticn which the

Exscutive mumhm signed.

During the conscriptiom crisis and at i¢s highest, &
special courier, Fintan Murphy, waa sent from Dublin to m®
so that I could travel with him to Ballina & contact a group
of mem there who hed touch with other men living along the
Mayo coaBt, along Blacksod Bay and Belmullet coastline.
These men mear the coest had inforwed the men in Ballina
that they were in touch with German submarimes. operatling
around the North Mayo coast. All this matter of German
submarines was shrouded in myﬂtéry send I Enew nothing about
it at the time. I went, &8s directed, with Fintan Murphy {o
Ballina and imiroduced him to a few men whom he wanted to
ccntact. One of these men wes a teacher named O'Leary.
Another man we interviewed was a commercial traveller named
Murray. We elsc saw Tom Ruane, who was then an active
Volunieer; we saw & man namod Lacken amd another man named
John Moran, who came from Belmullet and worked as a stone
mason in Ballins. This John Moren was a very sincere men,
but I suspect a it credulous. The men we &aw in Ballina
woere anxious to help end put ue in touch with the men im the
Blacksod coast area over fifty miles from Ballina. I never
met the men from the coast area, and, as far a8 I know,
Murphy d4id not actually meet them.

I did, however, get in touch with Michael Kilroy, who
was both shrewd end relieble, end got him to oall on the
mer whose memes we got from the people in Ballins. The
namea I gave to Mr. Eilroy were a femily named Ruane and
Jack Foye. John Moran, whom I have already mentioned, was
gleo sent from Ballina to try and contact the same people.
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After I hed investigeted the metter I found that the
runour about the German submerimea had started from s publie
meeting in Ballina during the anti-conscription campalpgn,
which Darrel Flggis sfldreesed. Whsen the speakers at this
neeting retuwrned ¢o e local hotel, two men - Ruane cf
Btomefield, Carratigue, and Foye, Belderrig, Balling -
followed them and asked for an interview with Mr. Figgis.
These two men informed Figgis and the other men with him that
they were in touch with German submarines. Eoth the men were
emall farmers and fishermen esnd were fraguently at sea inm
fishing boata. They stated that one of the submarine
commendersa asked them could they put Mim in touch with
Yolunteer headquarters. When Figgls heard this ke sent for
the local Battaliom Wolunteer officers and put the Blacksod
men in touch with them. Thia resulted in Moran of Ballina
and Foye Being sent to Dublin to contact Volunteer headqrs.
to report the matter to them and find out whet G.H.Q's.
reactions would be,

Moran at that time was ahout 50 years of sge. He was an
old I.R.B., man and had little touch with the active Volunteers
in Bellina. His natural reaction on reaching Dublin wes not
to go to Volunteer headgquarters, but to call on some old
I+B«Bs mon he knew 1n Dublin and meke his report to them.

Ona of the mon he saw was & Mr. O'Lesry Curtis, an old man
then. O©O'Leery Curtis was politically ell right and ‘hrought
them to Hercourt 8t., the headquarters of Simm Pein. He

asked for Cathal Brugha who was not there at the time. He

‘eventually saw Aldormen Tomt Kelly. Hr. Eelly brought him

to one of the Numans (probably ocur Ambassador in the United
States). When Nunan reported the matter to G,H.Q. he was'
delegated to imterview both men.

On thinking over thle. businees afterwards, I believe
that Michael Collins and Diarmuid O'Hegarty were not anxious
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to meat Moran or Foye. The scare of the German plot was net
in existence at this time, which I place eerly in Mey 1918.
it was in pursuamce of the policy of G.H.Qe to remain in 'the
background which I believe prompted them to send Fintan
¥urphy to me.., If G.H.Q. ga it then existed were anxious to
contact the German Government through that Government's
submarine comanders they had mo mandate nr. euthority from
the Volunteer EBxscutive or the S8inn Fein EBxecutive to do so.
The first mention of this matter at am Executive meeting
was about the time that Murphy came to me.

Bhortly afterwarda at e meeting of the Executive,
Cathal Brugha asked Michael ©olline did he know of any inter~
course the Volunteers or any other political group Bad with
German representatives here, or was he (Collins) awsre of
any German agent working in the country. This meeting was
about iths firet time the first whispers of what wes known
a8 the German Plot got about. Michael Collins was emphatic
imx hig denlel of any Enowledge of these matters. Ho was
supported in his denial by Diermuild O'Hegeriy and both
statsd that tire prominence given to the German Pirot in the
British Press was laughsble. Cathal Brugha did not appear
to be satiafied with the denials. Brugha stated thet,

"my friemd im the Caestle went out of his way to coms to
me and warn ms that the Castle knew everything that was
going em and the British got this information through
American Intelligemce circles"., BPErugha elso stated that
"it may be emsy to focil us, but not so easy to fool the
British",

& Btory wemt the rounds after this that the Germans
were propared to land an expeditionary force of 80,000 men
in Ireland. This plan was based on a feigmed agtmsk by the
Germans on the east coast of BEngland, Secarborough, Yarmouth,



etc. and thus t0 attract the British Navy from a close watch
on the North Ses and enable the German expedl tionary force
to bresk through to the Irish ecoast.

About the same time as I heard the sbove story, Ciathal
Brugha told me at en interview I hed with him (not during a
meeting of the Executive) that he hed heard the same story
about an invesion plan and that he believed it. Hie whole
attd tude towerds Collins'e and O'Hegarty's denials was
sceptical, and his general attitude towards Collins after
this was one of susplcion. This incident at the meeting of
the Bxecutlive was, in my opinion, the real etart of the
feud thete subsequently existed hetween Michsel Collins
gnd Cathal Brughs.

At the time the effort was made to procure funde for
use of the Volunteers in setting up a G.H.Q., the difference
between the I.R.B. and those not closely associated with the

I.R.Bsy which subsequently became apparent, was not notlicegbls

The policy of engaging in the gumwrilla war was discussed
by the Executive and agreed on.

The evente wshich took place at Solcheesdbeg and st
Enocklong in 1919 ;ﬁra discussed at the Executive subseguent
to the events taking place. The men involved had no
authority from the Executive or &G H.Q. for thoee actions,
acting eae they did on their own inltiative. We were not
regponsible for bringing the events about, and s8till a
gituation was crestad that men might be tried for their lives
apd on ths qnaatinp of standing behind them, it was decided
that the Executive would stand behind them and, 1if neceasary,
give them all the moral and financiel support which was
required. As far as I caen remember, both Michael Colline and
Gearcid 0'Sullivan attended at the Executive meeting and were
asked to go into the whole metter, to get in touch with the



men involved and make all provisione necessary for their
safety from capture and their legal defence if captured and
Wrought to trisl. I believe authority for the ezpenditure of
£1,500 was authorised by the Executive,and suthorisation for
more was promieed if the £1,500 wes found insufficient. The
feeling at the Exscutive at the time was that the men involved
in these operaetioms had, without proper suthority, teken what
was then considered a wery serioue action, the consequences of
which might be difficult{ to comtrol, and that the country aa
a whole would not be willing to meet. The Executive also felt
thet disciplinary action in matters of armed operations was
epsentiel, and it wee a matter of grave doubt if the country
wae prepared for such a policy. It was felt that armed
operations would require considereble preliminary planming,
and there was doubt about our ability to carry out successfully
such a pollcy. The Iimited supply of arms availeble to the
Volunteers was an ever present problem which, to people who

kEnew the position, would not prompt any sene hope for sBuccess,

MATTERS POLITICAL.

Williem Cosgrave fought a by-election in Kilkenny in the
year 1917, I think, and undoubtedly he wae the selectlion the
I.R.B. favoured, and there was snother candidate who was
elected In Galwsy, and he was gn I.R.B. man - a lawyer. He
became Co. Regiletrer in Galway afterwarde. He was George
Nichols end he is now dead. I would say that Griffith got
hile first election as a result of I.R.B. support in Cavan. ]
I am not sure sbout Dr. Crowley, whethsr he wae an I.R.B. man
or not. William Sears, who was selected for South Mayo,
certeinly was an I.R.B. man, and also Joe McBride, who wae
selected for West Meyo. ZEamon de Valera was selected for East
Mayo. He was 1n gaol at the time. De Valera was mominally
in the I.R.B. but he never, to my knowledge, was enthusiastic
about 1t or togk an active part in it in any shape or form.
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Im fact, he bed an objection to 1t until a comparatively short
time before the Rising of 1916. He told me himself that when
they were leading up to the Rising, on one occasion Tom
MacDonagh asked him wae he in the orgenisation - which was a
term they used always = and he answered that he was not, 80
MacDonagh said that it were betier 1f he were; that the
position which he occupled at that time, Chief of Staff of the
Volunteers, demanded that he should be aware of certaim things
that were being done end that he would be unaware of these
things if he were not in the orgenisation, sc he gave me to
understand that he was formally initroduced to and sworn into
the organisation, but that he practicelly had mo more
connection with them. That wae the extent of his commection
with 4t. The I.R.B. did teke an active part im the selectiom
of republican parliasmentary candidates 1n the Genera} Election
of 1918, and the previous bhy-elections, because there were
by-elections, a8 far as I can remember, in the following
places - first, Roscommon, where Count FPlunkett wae the
candidate; the second, as far as I remember, was North Longford
for which Joe Magennis was candidate. Joe was an army mane
The third would be EKilkenny, for which William Cosgrave was
cendidate. The fourth was, I think, Caven, for which Griffith
was candidate, end the next by-election was Waterford, where
we got beaten and where Dr. White wes the candidate. He is
st%ill there, I think.

The next place was Tyroms, at which the candidate was the
present Dr. McCartam. As far as I know, all the candidates
were I.R.B. men with the possible exception of Count Plunketii
and Dr., White. A&l1ll those bye-elections occurred from the
beginming of 1917 up to the Genersl Election, which ocourred
in December 1918. At the 1918 election it was all ower
Ireland at the same time. The 1.R.B. members were beling put
forward as Sinn Pein candidates. The term Sinn Feln wes used

in @ very broad sense at that time, They did not strictly
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mean Griffith'e original Sinn Fein policy; it was Lrosder
than that. It more or ]:aaa insisted that there should be
one orgenisation, that we could not have separate organisa-
tions working for the seme objective. It could be hroadly
called a "national republicen movementi". The I.R.B.
activities apd interference in the selection of candidates
was caused by the fear, at that time, that men would be
gselected who would be weak on what they considered the
national ieauve end would submit or agree to week compromises.
They attempted to influence the selection of candidates
gensrally and succeeded in the majority of cases; they
evidently wvisualised the struggle of which 1918 was &
prologue. They wanted pecple elected that they knew would
stand the test. Of course, a great many of the people in
1918, especially thoee !-.n the Volunteer movements, 4id not
foresee - in their anticipetion of a fight - guerilla
warfare; what they visiomed was snother rieing on & nmational
scale throughout the whole coumiry.

Of oouree, after a time we began to aee the
m?ui'bility of a goneral rising, a8 we realised the
difficulties in that we hed not sufficient war material to
carry on an extemsive or widespread struggle. In the time
of the Conscription issue this aspect wee very seriously
discussed and we then fully realised our weaknesses and
shortage of material, etc., end we had to draw our plens
consistent with the poeition we were ime That led {0 the
London expedition with a sort of tacit resistamce throughout
the country to be active when it was possible and that we
would try to create s situafion that for every man in this
country that Bmgland succeeded in conscripting into her
arny, she would lose two or three one way or another
through being occupied.in Ireland, and then to meke it ae

effective as peesible in the way of propaganda.
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Going back to the 1918 election, where we Btarted, the
question of the Republican government aroee L£irst and the
Tormation of a decleration of independence. DBefore ths
gonersel 6lection a mew factor entered intc the situation and
it was one of the unfortunate things which occurred, because
I helieve it had a very bad effect eand consequence. That was
the poeitive direct interference in the morth cof Irelamd by
the Catholic Church. Cardinoal Logue interfered deliberately

in arranging and directing the representatiom in the northern
cons ti tuencies end, umloubtedly, aa a result of de Valersa's
absence, he succeeded with, I believe, very bad results
afterwarde from the national atanmdpoint. The result of his
actiom would he no coniaats in the northern counties and the
Redmondites went in in areas where they had little hope of
sucaess at an election. He 1ssued a public statement that
the Parliamentary representation in the north of Iraland
should not be risked if the mesult would be the loss of
parllamentary seats by the Catholic element, that if there
was not an srrangement cowe to by the two wings of the A
Nationsliste - as he called them - Sinn Fein and the Irieh
Party - it would result in the loss of seate and gains for
the Unionist Party, and that ha, as the privileged
representative of the Gatholice, could not possibly keep
8ilent while this was happening.

A conference waa held between himself and John NacFeill.
De Valera was in gaol at thie time and had nothing to do with
these negotlations. He sent for John MacNeill en the grounds
that he was one of the vice-preasildents of 8inn Fein end, since
he was a nocrtherner, he would heve a knowledge of the
eonditions in Ulster. Cardinal Logue got MacNelll to agree
that there were certain eeats in the north of Irelend that
wers not to be contested by Sinn Fein, I think there were six

geate in the North, but I am not sure. The result was that
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the Irish Parliesmentary Party won 6 or 7 seats. Hinc Fein
wonr 73 seats and a seat in the Nationel University - I think
thet wea the T4th. Up to that, umdoubtedly, from what I
heard at the time, there were signa of a movemant smong the
younger Proteetants or Unionists tending towards '
republicanism and there was s sort of asctive organisation in
the north amongat these young men opposing and being very
critical of Carson and Sir James Craig and their crowi.in
the north. They showed to be friendly towards us and to take
an Interest in our actiﬂltiaa, but when this thing occurred
betwean MacNeill and Cardinsel Logue, it killed that whole
tendency. Peadar O'Donnell told me that in Derry or near 1t
some of the local Unioniste got in touch with our crowd and
gave 1nﬂicatiana of a wilsh %o dlscuse the poeition generally

- what wo were aiming at and whet we initended to¢o do.

They sppeared anxious to get an cutline on our national
programms. A conference was held and things were discusaed
genorally and ggreement reached on economicel and cultural
programmes. They were not fully convinced on the langusge
point, but meither were they opposed $arongly to it. They
would not kick up a big row about 1t, dbut they wanted to ke
pure first that we would keep the fight going until we would
get full control ofJ the country, economically or otherwise,
and that we wnul:-:l not submit to compromises. They further
8tated that they sppreciated our position in this way as
they regerded the old Irish Party as being a tool of the
Catholic Church backed up by the A.0.H., declering the latter
a8 no betier than the hard-boiled Orangeman. They had a
deparate organisation which I think they cselled “"The Orange
Youth"™ or something like that. Lindssy Crawford,
subsequently O:I.tr Consul in New York, and & man named Sloan
wore on 1t. They had broken away from the old Dra:née Order
and they had gome out on a programme of national constructior
= Irish in ite outlock end Irish in ite aims and objects.



There was probebly a little atreak of what today mipght be
called 'Bolsheviem' among them. In other words, they were
extreme Lsbour, They discussed all those things at this
conferance and they adjouruoed the conference to meet again
in gbout & fortnight or three weeks and, in the interval,
Cardinsl Logue came out and mede his famous etatement.

MacBelll agreed %o meet hdm.

_ Whmen the conference with the advanced Orenge crowd was
due to resume their sttitude wes changed and they bluntly
stated that they could not trust the republicans, that they
were as bad as the Irish Parliamentary Party who were ruled
by Cethwlic Church Authorities. They regretted having made
the mistake of thinking that we were different and discovering
we were not. Unmdoubtedly, this had, I believe, a bad effect
and a more important mational effect than people ever thought
it had., BSome of these men -~ I suppose the best of them - did
actually come the whole way. Lindsay Crawford wae one, and
I think 8loan too. The latter, I think, died sbout 1920.
There was another example in a writer named Newvman (his pen-
name wae Herbert Moore). He reverted to Unionism, though,
atrange to say, he 8till tekes an intereet in the Irish
lenguege and Irish history and things like that. A few of
them went that way, but most of them did not.

One of the men who, before our day, came over t0 Parnell
= Joo Blggers -~ was one of the great lighte of the Irish Party.
His grandsoms were authorities on Irish history and wrote some
very interesting bocks. One of them boceme s member of
Griffith's original Sinm Pein organisation.

The result of this agreement re the election, whilst
undoubtedly bed, wae a clever and cunning move by the old
Cardinal.

AMoD-ken@aleoady poixtod. ews, “Fhe situation that existed
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from ebout October or November 1920, until after Chrisimas
1920, was very intense., JAbout February it eased off
gonsiderably. The Black end Tens wers not so active from
February up %o the Truce as they were before that. In that
reriod the feelers would have besn thrown out for megotistions
and the Duke of Eavﬁnahire came hMere, I thimk, under the mname
of "Mr. Biwards". Of course, everyone knew who Mr. Edwards
wes and what he came over for. With the usual cleverness of
Brglish diplomats, he made it his business to see the
important sections of the pepulation in the country as far as
he could geat in tolch with them. He 4id mee de Velera and
Griffith, I think. I do not think he met Colline et that stags
He saw other elements - the old Irish Party element. OQur
imtelligence at the time was good and we were getting a very
aceurate synopsls of all those interviews. Thesge feslers were
proceeding and, of course, Bngland, if it suited her, would
deny that Devonshire represented her. I think, after he had
soen de Valera, our people knew that he was going to ses. the
Cardinal, and my information at the time was that our people
sent a synopais of the discussions with Devonshire to the
Cardinal. The Cardinal wae sent this information to put him
wise a8 to what hadl taken place and what hed been put forward
ags o mational demand, He was given full information and
warned as to the fundamentale neceseary to present a wmited
national front. In aspite of that warning he more or less

gave Devonshire to understand that we could be ignored ami
that if the issume were put hefore the people, the people would
not heed us. It was the effect of the sgreemeni, although the
agroement took place three or four years before that. He
found he could assert himself and he intimidated MacFeill

imto am agreement in 1918 and, finding that he could exereise
sirength in thet way, he followed 1t up in 1921 with what I

conslder was downright tressome The Cardinsl's anti-Irish
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attltude gemerally was not supported by the Irish Bishops amd
especially by the Northern Bishops. Most Rev. Dr, 0'Domnell,
Bishop of Rephoe, who succeeded him, Bishops of Clogher and
Down and Connor, and Dr. McKerma and Dr. McRory were very

national.

In a great many parts of the country the election was gn
overvhelming Sinn Fein Party, and the old Party organisation -
such as it was - fell esunder in the country. If the eleciion
proved enything in Irelend, 1t proved we had the youth with ua,
the young men especially, because our organisation in that
election worked like an army in every place and the old type
of men - respectable ahopkeeper and farmer, professional
person - who hed been very good in their day, vigorous and
active politicians ~ were now all getiing old; the old Party
seemed to be unable to attract them, with the result that they
wers beaten fairly easily. But it would be wrong to say that
they had not a considerable amount of eupport at that time,
because they had. They got a feirly good vote in most places.

During the election contest there was a curious position
amongst the people in the west of Ireland soms of whom the old
Party had always fought and to & great extemt wiped out or
weakened badly. These rellied to the support of the Party on
the ground that they were the lesser of two evils, I suppose.
The men I refer {0 were what remained of the landlorde snd
their supporters who were opposed to the Land Leagues. The
small men in the country towns and the professionsl men, to a
great extent, were all in this category and rallied to the Qld
Irish Party; but their support was ineffective. Possibly
if there hed been Proportional Representation at the time, as
there is now, they would heve placed us in an sukward position,
becauge from my own e xperience of the election at the time
out of 80 seats the Party would get at least 30 by proportionsl
representation. We would probably h;vn got about 50, but 0

seats would have weakened our position.
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DATL EIREANE AND CONTROL OF I.R.A.

When the Republicen Government of Daill Rireenn was set up
in Jemary 1919, the quesiion arcse for the Executive as to
the recognition of Deil Biresnn as the legitimate government
of the country and the handing ower of the control of the army
to the Minister for Defence, Cathal Brugha, as being the
legitimete military suthority over the courtry and the srmy
of the Republic.

The logicel assumption of a reader of this document
ahould be that the Executive should disacolve iteelf and hand
over 1ts functions to the Minieter for Defence. Stirange as
it may seem, this did not happen. The Executive did not
dissolve, it continued to function, end met at least three
times after its acceptance of Dail Rireann as the governmant

of the country.

When the question of handing over the functions of the
Executlve, regarding the control of the Volunteers. to the
government of the Republic, arocse in or about HMay 19519,

Tour or five meetings of the Executive were held in rsepid
succeselon to0 discuss the questiom. Theas meetings dieclosed
very definlte differences of opinlon amongst the Bxecutive
membera snd generally resulted in very heated arguments.
There wae a very strong element in the Executive against
hending over control of the amy to the government, and the
diecussion revealed the existence within the Executive of two
groups ~ one which may be described as the I.R.B., and the
other the anti-I.R.B. winge.

Although it would be wrong to say when the question came
to a final vote, that the voting was exactly on those lines,
I.R.B. voted on both sldes for end against the goverrment's
control of the army, 1t disclosed, to my mind, that there °
wore two groupe, at iimes, within the Executive - one
assoclated with Michael Collins's views and the other with
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the views of Cathal Brugha, It must he vmderatood that Mr,
de Valere, owing to circumstancea over which he hed no
control, was not mixed up to any real extemt in the disputes
which went on within the Bxecutive. It mues be borne in mind
that he wae mede a prisomer ¥n 1918 in the German Plot
round-~up end was at least 12 months in Lincoln &Fell. Vhen
he esceped and came back to Ireland he was only at home sbout
two months wher he went on 2 mission to U.85.A. He returned
to Ireland ebut Christmes 1920. Mr, de Velera subssguently
told me that on his return he found that the two groups
mentioned ‘above had defined themselves into definite opposing
sides and that he wes placed in the unfortunate position
that, on account of group jealousies, he had 10 be careful
about any statements made to him ‘concerning either partye.

I have stated thet the Executive did not ceaee to
function al though we sccepted the suthority of Dail ﬁiraann.
The question of handing over the army t¢ Dail Eireann
authority was left to the whole I.R.A. organisation, including
the I.R.A. organisation in Britain. Each Brigade was ordsred
to hold e Brigade Convention and diecusa and take a vote
on the question of Dall Eireann's control of the army or
contlnuing the control exercised by the Bxecutive. These
Conventions were held in all areee where the I.R.A. were

organised, in Irelend and Britain, in or sbout November 1919,

It was decided by an overwhelming majority of the
brigades that the army should be controlled by Dail Eireann.
At a subsequent meeting of the Executive, called to consider
the decisions of the Brigade Conventiona, the Executive
were forced to accept the majority decision. I believe,
es far as I cﬁn remember now, that s resvlution was also
paseed at the Executive meeting that the Executive remain
in existence se en advisory body.
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The firet Dail met in January 1919, and it was at
least between three and four months later before the
question of the army and the relstionship with Dail Bireann
end the Government of the Republic became & vital questlon.
There wae an impromptu discuauiu:; at a meating of the
Bxacutive on the queation at which there was mo decisjion
regarding the relationahip between the ermy and the
government of the Republic. It was decided to call a
gpecial meeting to discuss this question. A mesting was
held subsequently, &8s far as I cen remember, in 46 Parnell
Square. A very lengthy discusaion took place ae to the
axact position of the army and whether i1t would or would
not recognise the Executlve of the Dail which was the
Cabinset of the Republie.

The members of the Cabinet of Dail EIreann when this
discuseion took place were, I think, ss follow:- -

President E. de Velers

Foreign Affeirs Arthur Griffith

Home Affairs Liam Cosgrave £ %euf

Jnaadiee T A, Btack

Pinance Michael Collins

:Iluf;:ncu C. Brugha
Er—OlHbpeine .

At this second meeting, after a lengthy discussion,
no decision was arrived at and the discusasion was to be
resumed at a further meeting to be held in about three weeks
time. At a subsequent meeting, the gquestion was further
discussed and no declieion made. At all those meetings the
debates were heated and it wes clear that there was en
acute difference of opinion on the guestion. C. Brugha
malntained, as we wore the Executive of the I.R.A. for the
time being, maintaining our statue ee being the army of the
Reoublie, we could not refuse to recognise the government
of the Republic to the fullest¥ extent. It was proposed by
members who egreed with G@. Brugha that the army should take
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an ocath of alleglance to the Irish Republic. The membsrs

cPPOSFD.
speresd thies were led by Dermot O'Hegerty and held the

opinmion that Dail Eireann was camposed of politicians who
might if they - Deil Riresnn - considered it expedient,
ebandon the republicen position and compromise the I.R.A. by
doing s0.

It was pointed out that the Irish Parllamentary Party
did try to gain comtrol of the I.R.B. in former times, aml if
they did not get complete control or gein such influence over
the I.R.B., that much harm was done to the I.R.B. orgsnleation
which Weceme evident by the rise of the Inviheibles who broke
away from the parent organisation. A serious warning wsae
given thet the Dgil wee liable to chenge apd could not be
trusted to uphold the republican tradition and lisbility to
compromise on thie important isaue was always present. Those
discussions were carried out in & bitter and heated manmer.
It was eventually agreed on that we wc:ulﬂ recogniae Deil
Eireenm as the parliament of the Republic and thet the

CABINEr OF Daje EIRENN -
w was to be recognised as the government of the

rmu.-r HE ARMY PRELU TIVE REMAIN | N EX)ISTENEE

ublic., Tnie broad principle wes acceptable by the whole
B:acutj.vu. When agreement on this umx Baeis wes arrived at
the ticklish question of the form of oath: to be taken by the
army had t0 be hammered out. On the formula for the oath
thore wes long and heated discussione. There was at least
three formulae drafted and maybe four or five brought hefore
the Executive for acceptance by thems I would like to explain
that Dail Bireann had agreed to leave the drawing up of the
oath for the army to the Executive. C. Brughs, being at the
time Minister for Defence for Dall Eireenn, stated, as far ae
I ¢en remember, that the republicen parliament would accept
our formula for the oath. It took at least three months to

declde what form the ocath should teke. The formulae put
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forward far acceptaencé by the Executive were all drafted

by De O'Hegarty. I cennot now remsmber the wording of each,
but I can remember thet in every one of them there was a
fault that gave a way out t0 esny member of the army who
wished to provide himself with an excuse to get out of hils
alleglance to the Civll Authority of the Iriah Republie.
Those formuilae, as I have stated, crnatad va:y bitter and
strainsd atmosphere in the Executive. At the end, a meeting
vhich stands out in my memory wes held on a Sunday morning
either at 44 or 46 Parnell Square.

4

We met at about 9.30 a.@. and continued to dlscuss the
matter until sbout 3 p.m. when it seemed there was little
progpect of agreement and that thie meeting would end up
a8 former meetings did. IV was suggested then that we
adJourn for lunch, which we dld. When we returned after
lumch, moat of ua expected ancther long amd abortive eession.
I should have stated that at sll those meetings D O'Hegarty
aected as secretary to the meetings snd hept a minute, or at
leant mede motes, for record at sach meeting. E. Duggan
acted as chalrman at all those meetings. He acted-as
chairman, possibly to give C. Brugha abaoluts freedom in
hie debating the question. A few minutes after we resumed
our discussion, D. O'Hegarty produced snother mew formula
for an oeth which we had been discussing Egﬁ'murning. 1t

"was read by enother member of the Executive. Discussion

had started on this before C. Brugha returned to the meeting
a8 he was a little late for the resumption, Brugha listensd
1o the discusaion going on for a few mimutes. He fthem got
up, tapped the table {o goi the attention of the chair and
the meeting, and prn%ucad a document which I, belng close to
him, could see was typowrititen. He waid this was a formula
whick he desired to put before the meseting end sirongly
recommended ite adoptlon. He etated that it wes the cath
adopted by the Unlited States of Americas and tsken by members
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of the U.8, Congrees, lLeglslature, clvil servanis, army end
nmavye The changes mecessary to sult Irleh requiremsnte were
very trifling. The discussion wes dropped and Brugha's
formulae was read out to the meeting. As far as I cen now
remember, he produced a number of duplicate copies which

were handed round to the meeting. We were asked {to resd them
carefully and, after dolng so, a short dlecusslon followed.
Brugha formally proposed his formula's aceeptance, a
proposition, ae far es I can remember, Collins immediately
seconded; O'Hegarty then withdrew his proposal and the Brugha
formula was adopted wmanimously by the meeting.

This agreement on the form of the oath caused a fealing
of relief to sll the members of the Bxecutive as the position
up to 3 pem. that day looked hopelese, and the friction
cauged over this question was liable to do great demsge. The
atmosphere at meetings of the Bxecutive after the guestion
of the dath was seitled beceme more friendly and less. tense.

It ehould be remembered that de Valera was out of all
those discussions as he wes mot avallsble at the time the
matter was discussed, being abroad at this timse.

When the formula for the oath was pgreed on by ihe
Executive it was dlscusased by the Executive how the oath
should be administered to the army and the possible reactions
by the army to the taking of the oath. "It must be remnembered
that the Executive wae a body elected by the Volunteers and
could be disposed of by the same pecple. The Volunteers at
the start of the Bxecutive were a militery organlestion
without a proper government end later, when the oath guestion:
ceme up, & government for the Republic had been established.
The Execuiive, when the question of the oath was passed, did
not feel quelified in issuing orders demanding the army to
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teke an oath of allegisnce to Dail Rireans. This argument
was put forward by the O'Hegarty end Collins party to the
Executive and it was eeen that the Executive might cause
trouble by preseing on the different brigsdes the taking of
an oeth of allegiance to Dail Rireann. The O'Hegarty party
suggested the holding of a convention in each brigede to find
out if the brigede were willing to give allegiance to Dail
Eireann or remain under the authority of the Volunteer
Executive. I feel that O'Hegarty and his supporters on the
Executive hoped that by exerting influence through the I.R.B,
organisation they would be able to manipulate the brigade
conventions. I attended e few of the conventions end I aensed

that prominent I.R.B. men were working on those lines.

I would 1like %o etate that as a body the I.R.B.

organisation: were not asked for any decisions on the cuestion

of the oeth for the army. I was Co. Secretary for Mayo I.R.B.
Co. Board end I got mo ordera %o obtain a decision on the oath
questlon. I have no definite proof thet Individuel I.R.B. men
were sgked to use theilr influence at brigaede conventions to
influence them sgainet giving allegiance to Dail Eireamm, but
as I have stated above, I have a hunch that some I.R.B. wers
prominent in oppoeing the ceth of alleglance, probably uéﬂar
advice,

When the formula for the ocath was egreed on, the meeting
edjourned end it was arranged that a special meeting would e
held to diecuss the method by which the question of putting the
cath to the different brigades in the country would be
implemented. At the subsequent meeting held shortly afterwards
1t wes declded that a national convention of the army should be
held and the form of representation at that convention and who
Bhould be called to the convention was discuseed. It was vory
evident thaet under the conditions existing it would be very l

foolish to call a convention similer to the convention held in
¥
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Croke Park in October 1917, which was based on company
representation. The democratic nature of the representation
at Croke Park could not now be rapeated. It wae decided
that the netional corvention should be based on brigede
representation; the mational convention wes c¢alled that each
brigade would hold what could be classed es a brigede
convention in each brigade mrea end the brigedes' views on
the gquestion of the ocath or no cath would be obtaimed.
Before the Brigede conventions were held, G.H.Q. had sent
on to each brigade & circular concerning the guestion {to be
decided. I do not, however, think that the form of the
cath was included in this circular, but thet the principles
involved in the taking of the oath was outlined.

The Brigade conventions were held in each area amnd
were based on battalion and company representation. I
attended the convention of the Mayo Brigade at Ealla at
which 300 to 400 men attended. At thie time Co. HMayc was
all in one brigade efiCiEasampantec-pess-weilens. The
ques tion of taking the oath wae opposed by a small number
of officers led by Joe Mcbride who was then county centre
of the I.R.B. The overwhelming majority of the delegates
were in favour of taking the ocath, 8o it was not pushed to

8 vote as in sll only about & officers were agalnst it.”

The national convention was held in Blackhall Place,
Dublin, end comprised, as far as I can remember, only three
representatives from each brigade - 0/C., vice-0/C. and
Adjutant. I am not sure if Brigaede Q.Ms. were aleo o be

"ealled. Those officers were all considered eliglble, s

by the Constitution of the Volunteers they were elected by
the rank ard file inm each brigede erea. Steff officere were
eppointed by the brigede staffe end were not considersd
eligible to attend. The gquestion of the oath was discusaed



and the taking of the oath was supported by a great majority
of the conventions, The question was not, as far as I can
remember, put to0 a vote. The opimion of the convention was
definite and it wae arranged that all brigade officers
attending the national convention would meet agein inside

a foew days and sach officer take the oath. This was,k done,

At the next meeting of the Executive all Executive
members took the oath end made arrangements that each of the
provincial members should return to their aress and have
the oath administered to all volunteers in the different
brigades. Cathal Brugha, as Minister for Defence, presided
at the RExecutive meeting. He toak the cath himself first
and then edministered it to all EBxacuiive members. I have
a definite impression that at thie meeting Brugha stated
that he had already gone to Arthur Griffith, as head of the
government - de Valera being then in America - and
adminietered the ocath to him. Ha: etated that this procedurs
wae necessary to keep the constitutionsl position clear.

The procedure laeld down for adminietering the ocath was
that each of the provinciel members of the Bxecutlve was to
call e meating of each brigade council in his area and
adminieter the ocath to each brigade officer. the Brigade
staff were to have the nnth'ndmiﬁiﬂtarad to each battalion
staff and each battallon ?taﬂ" were to edminister the oath
to company officers, and the company officera would adminlstie
the cath to the men in the company. The couniy was covered
in :ahia way, as three members of the l;'.nautiva wera
representing each of the provinces with the assistance of
, aeven members of the Resident Exacutive were able to cover

the whole country in a short time.

After the administration of the ocath of slleglance
the title of Irish Volunteers was generally dropped aend the
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deelgne tiom Irish Republicen Army was used instesd. From
the time the gowernment of thée Republic was set up the title
Irish Republican Qrmw was ;ranping into use, but after the
admimistration of thre oath I would say thie popular titleibr
the army was The Irish Republican Army. I have no
recollection of eny discuseion at the Executive, either
before or after the administration of the oath, of am
official change of title for the army. The officlal hesding
on G.H.Q. stationery comtinued Oglaigh na hfireanm, Irish

Volunteers.

ATter the administration of the oath to all Velunteers
the fesling in the Bxecutlve was that some of the members
of. the Executive felt that some at least of the autherity
of the Bxecutive had been taken away from them.

In desling with the decisiona by the Brigede conventions
to accept control by Deil 'Eireenn, or the Govermment of the
Republic, the question of .the Executive iteelf as to whether
it should continue in existence or not, or if it was to have
any powers, was not put for decision to the Brigade
Conventions., It could be said that this important question
remaimed undecided. As a matter of fect, in practice the
Executive continued to function for some time and made

important decislions.

On the question of the most effectiive plens for attack
on the British Government's administration in thie couniry,
Dail Eireenn had taken steps to deel with the functions of
British Courts and the setting up of Republican Courts to '
gupersede them. The Dril Courts ftook the administration of
law and order to a grest oxtent out of British hends all
over the muntr:_lr. At & meating of the Executive held sbout
this time, they discuessed the question of Courte and the
meens of support for Dail Bireann's efforte to break down
British legal administration and the most effective and .
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spectacular way of doing so. A sub-comnittes of the Bxacutlive
wa8 appointed, the members of which were considered to have
legal knowledge and a knowledge of Britieh administrative
methode. This committee was asked to report hack to s
subsequent meeting of the Executive the results of their
deliberations and investigations. At the meeting where this
sub-commi ttee was appointed tha'quaﬁtian arose as to what
dapaqhmant& of British edministration in Ireland should be
attecked, and what depsrtments of British administration
should be allowed to cerry on. It was evident,.for instance,
thaet the Deparitment of Bducation and the Department of
Agriculturs should be ilmmune frop attack, as these departments
wore useful to the Irieh people. The gueastion of attack on
the Irish Land Commission was discussed at more then onse
meeting. This question presented a difficult problem as,

on one hend, we had the traditional struggle of the people
Tor the lamd, and, on the other hand, we were faced with a
very different problem in connection with the land from that
with which the Fenians were faced. In the Fenian days the
land was in the ebsolute control of a small body of men who
could be clessed s snemy garrison, and the mass of the
pecple had no title to the land they worked. In the
intervening 60 years the position haed completely nhangaa; The
greater portion of the land had psessed completely into the
hands of fermers in the rursl ereas, so it was decided not
to interfere with the Land Commiesion. To¢ my knowledge,

the withholding of payments of Land Commission annuities was
not ordered by Dail Rireann, the EBxecutive or Headquarters
ataff. This poliocy, where operated, must have been done by
local I.R.A. orders. In consideration of this guesiion

we Telt that if we interfered with the Land Commisesion in a
drastic way, euch ae destroying the Land Commission officee
and the Deeds offices, we should be striking at the right

of cwnership and the title deeds of every faermer, big and

emall, in the country.



T™he sub-committee appointed to go inte the question
of attacking British administration consisted, as far es 1
remember, of three men - Bamon Duggen, a gqualified seollicitor,
Richard Muleshy, ex=-Civil Serwant, and Auetin Stack a lawyer'
clerk. This sub-commnittee reported back at a subsequent
meeting end gave a lengthy report, verbally, on the
gquestione put to them. They lald speclial emphasis on the
necessity for attack on Eritish Locel Government adminiﬂtra—'
tion. They pointed out that the adminlestrative powers and
suthority of this British department were so great and
entered ¢ much into the dadly lives of the people that by
attacking this depariment, the biggest blow would be struck
egeinst British administration in the country and its effect

would be sconest falt.

What made a discuseion by the Executive urgent was that
an election for all local bodlies took place 1in early 1920
and practically BO% of those bndieﬂlraturnad a republican
majority with control over three-guarters of the couniry.
When the elections of the local bodies were over, the local
bodies themselves in overwhelming mejority passed resolutlions
pledging support to Dail Eireann, and refusing to glve
recognition to the British Loocal Government Depariment any

longer.

The question of the burning of income tax offices and
destruction of evacuated R.I.C. berracks wae sanctioned by
Dail Blreanm and wae enthusiamstically supported by the
Bxecutive.

It was also declided at the Executive meeting that the
Army should attack each government depariment in this country
wlth the exception of depariments which were useful to the
Irish people, such as the Department of Education and the
Irish Land Commiesion. The post office, being useful even

for I.R.A. purpcoses, was to be immune from attack except
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vhere I.E.A. for military ressons carried out raides or took
apparatus for army use. The climax of this policy of attack
on government lnstitutions was the attack on the Custom

Housse in Dublin.

I attended a meeting of the Executive abtwout November
1920, a8 fer ae I can remember, and another in or about Mey
1921l. The purpose of those meatings to my mind wae to feel
the pulse of the Executive membera on the military situation
ag 1t then stoad. The guestion of procuring armms was also
debated., Several country mmbo? pointed out the scarcity of
arms in their areas end the imposaibility of obtaining them
from G.H.Q. The resident members of the Executive were
preesing for a more widespread military effort. As a result
of this discuseion of the Executive, I went to Britain sbout
September 1920, with a written authority from Michael
Colline fo procure arms for the four Co. layo Brigades. I
got what I believed to be & considerable guantity of arms
for the four brigades in different parts &f England, mostly
in Liverpool. The arms were shipped to Dublim and arrived
there safely. Instead of going to Mayo, the arme were
disposed of by G.H.Q., the major portion going to Co. Cork.

This metter raised angry protest from Co. Mayc officers.

I have gone into this matter at comsidersble length as
it proves to my mind that the Volunteer Executive exercised
real authority over the army.at this particular time and
probably later, asay, late 1920.

In meny Volunteer officers' mimnds there was an
impreseion created that certaln elements in Army hsadquarters
and Dail Eiresnn were concerned thet the activities of the
Army would be subject to strict control, and that the
initiative of all Brigade officers in the country should be
1imited.
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About mid-1920 two contradictory orders were issued by
G.H.Q. One was 0 the effect that any operation, such as a
barrack attack or a Berious ambush, should not be attempted
or carried ocui until all the information what wes available
locally should te asubmitted to G.H.Q. for their approval,
and that a senior Brigade officer should go to Dublin to go
into all the plans with a representative of G.H.Q. hefore
the operation could be sanctioned or asuthorised by G.H.Q.
Many Brigede officersa considered this reguirement of G.H.Q.
nonsensicel, unnecessary and fercical; a Prigede officer was,
or wes not, capable of being in charge of his unit. If he
was not, the i:rnpar thing to do was to remove hdm from his
command. The second objection to this policy of obtaining
sanction from G.H.Q. for operations was the very serious
unneceasary risk undertaken by eubmitting their plans on
paper and danger of the capture of the documents in tremsit
or their capture in Dublin at G.H.Q. recelving depots. One
of the greatest offenders in the lose of important documents
was the Chief of S8taff, Richard Mulcahy. On two or three
occasione very importent documents in his custody were
captwred by the British. One of thease captursed documents
related to the blockade and immobilisation of the Liwerpool
docke. Another captured document gave ordere for the
poleoning of British transport horses in militery garrisons
in this country. The capture of these documents led to the
Irish Chief Secretary reading the documents in the British
House of Commons as enti-Irish propaganda for consumpiion

abrosd.

A nmumber of operations throughout the country were
stopped by the orders of G,H.Q. in pursuance of the policy
of rigid control by them of Brigsde officers and theipr plans.
For instance, in some cases I am awere that local prieats

wore able to influence G.H.Q. to stop planned cperations.
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The second order issued by G.H.Q., which was diametricalls
opposed 40 the order for submitting plane of all serious
operations to G.H.Q., waee the order at the sams time to
Voluntears to shoot all R.I.C. men on sight. I received this
second order from G.H.Q. with instructions to glve it
personally to all Brigede officers and Battalion 0/Cs. in
Co. Mayo, which I did. This order to me entailed my carrying
the actual G.H.Q. order asll over the county, es it was so
serious I had t0 show each officer ithe actuel G.H.Q. order

to convince them of ite genuineness.

Thie order on its face value was so drastic that it
showed a complete ignorance at G.H.Q. of the aituation in
country dlstricts, The R.I.C. contained many decent men
whose relations with the people generally were good. It slso
contained men who were belng used end were most valuable for
intelligence purposee. The Irish people were not so
savagely ruthless a8 to carry out such an order. The R.I.C.
wen in many GEB&E came from decent families, and the wholessle
ehooting of them would get a lot of our people up againet us.
The shogting of R.I,C. men dufing an operation was quite &
different matter.

Fegarding the account I have given of the differences
of opinion etec. exiating between Cathel Brugha and Michael
Collire and Collins's friemds, persons reading this would get
an impression and form an opinion that would be very unfairp
to Colline and hie friends. I do not wish to create the
impression that the Collins group were simply self-seekers
gtruggling for power aqﬁ place. That would be neither fair
nor just. There wae one outstahding event durimg the period
pre~1916 which, in my opinion, influenced the Collins group
{the countermending order sent out on Easter Sunday- 1916 by
MacNeill) which created in their minds the feeling that if

the wrong people were in control of the Volunteers -~ such as
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pecple with the peacs-at-any-price outlook - in other words,
if people of that description got into control they would
always try and prevent active military operations being
undertaken. Collins and the men around him justified im
their own minds thet there was a real danger of this
happening, and undoubtedly the Collins party were suspicious,
from this viewpoint, of men like Brugha. Brugha was an
extremely religious man who haed, perheps, a fimely developed
conscientious sense. He was most scrupuvlous and would
eoneider every proposiilen put forward in regard to militery
action from the morsl or religious aspect. It may be eaid
"why did such & man go on the London expedition?" It muat
be remembered that we, the meuwbers of the Executive, in
coming to a decision in favour of the Londorn: expedi tion,
were imfluenced by the belief that the emforcement of
conscription by the Briiish government wea nothing short of a
direct attempt by them to destroy the Irish race, and this
belief of oure wag the domimating factor im arriving at

euch a decision. In the opinion of the Collins group, the
London operation was absolutely clear and could not creste
in eny men'e mind, however scrupulous, a doubt regarding

the morality of our action. They held thet other situations

" might arise in which the moral issues might not be so clear

and men llke Brugha would alweys allow their scruples to
govern them, no matter Irow necessary and vitael it might be to
carry out an cperatinq. It 18 only right to sdd that I do
not personally know nf any operation thet Brugha actually
stopped. ' '

I have already mentlonsd in my statemant sbout Michael

Collins succeeding 1in [obtaining key poeitione in the various
natiﬁnal organisations engaged m8 vital orgens in the
natlonald struggle in 1917-18, The importance of the position
of being Adjutent Gensrsl to the Irish Volunteers in 1917-18-

18 lay in the feet that the Volunteers were really not on a
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vroper military basis as far as organlsation wee concerned.
As I astated before, the only orgaenisatiomn in the Voluntesrs
in 1917 and early 1918 was generally compeny units. This
company organisaiion put Collins in the position of being in
direct touch with compeny officers (at least company

captains) of every company in Ireland. This fact geve him
greet personal influence with a large mumber of men in the

Volunteers, which was most useful to him later on.

When Richerd Mulcahy was appointed to the position of
Chief of 8taff, one of the first tasks he had to undertake
was to organise the Volunteers on proper militery lines. He
wae asked to draw up a scheme of organisation and bring it
before a meeting of the Bxecutive so that it would be
discussed and approved of or not by that body. He was given
the right to avaeil of any sssistence that he could depdnd on
and obtaln; as far ae I know, & coomittee was formed of which

Dick McKee and Oscar Traynor were members.

Colline's ebility and capacity lay chiefly in the
administrative line. I will agree with his devoted edmirers,
some Oof whom I have met, that he was at least one of the
greatest executives we had in the republican movement. He
was moat energetic, painstaking, herdworking, systematic ard
punciual in his methods, but I totally disagree with hie
admirers and, I might eey, worshippers, for attributing to
him the gift of statesmanship and foresight. He had, in my
opinion, none of those qualities, except to a very limited
extent, if at all., His greatl weekness wae his vanity and
egoism. I have seen him being imfluenced by men who could
be described as "Dublin éuttiea“, 8imply because they praleed
and flattered him. During the Treaty crisis I wes told g
story, for which I camnnot vouch. The gtory is to the effect
that Con Collina of Limerick, & sincere, honest and fearlese
man, met Michesel Collins in the house of a mutual friend in
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Baggot 8te Con Collins made an attack on Michael accusing
him, Micﬁaﬁlhﬂnllinﬁ, of bringing disaster on the country

by splitting the national movement. Michael emugly replied
to his nagmesake that he did not bring the country to
dlsaster, but brought it to victory, end that he was then

in the position to do as he liked and that he didn't give

8 dsv..se for Con Colline or for what people like him
thought. Con Collins mede a physical attack on Mick,
knocked bBdm down and had to be restrainsed snd sepsrated from
him. Michael apologised to Con before he left the room vhere
the imwldent took plece. I do not think those men spoke
afterwarde. I have inserted this portion il oy siatement to
give the reader my estimete of the personality and character
of Collins aa far as I knew him. I knew Colline intimestely
and I think it only fair to say that in many ways he hed a
érﬂat peraocnal charm, esnd qualities that drew people around
him end got loyalty and friendehip from fﬁam. 1 will
conclude by saying that I believe I am giving a fair summing
up of his character. I hed always, as the old saying goes,

a personal gradh for him, but 1% never ran to the extent of
blinding me to his feults. The great misteke made regarding
Collins was that on the one hand hie edmirers attributed

%0 him almost supernatural powers end felents, blinding
themeselves to amll Hls feults. Taking the other side, the
people who were against him would give him no credit for
enything he did and locked on him and described hrim just as
an BEnglish statesman - one of the Chaemberlaine - in referring
to Collins, compared him to the last buccaneser. Each view
was wrong, for on the one hand, he was describsd and helieved
0 be a Godlike person, incapsble of meking a mistake; on
the other hand, the other slde - especially during the T;eaty
crisis ~ locked on him se @ devil incarnate. The best thing
t0 pay about those two views 1s that Colline wes a humen

belng with all the faults and virtues of an ordinary man who

R W 1loved and served hie country sincerely.awe wed



¢

(1]

7.

Desling, as I have, with Collins's character as I know
1t, I would like to stress that ons of the skills he showed
during the period of what can be described as his upward
rise was his keemmess in grasping what the key position was
end then getting control of 1t.

First, he was Secretary %0 LiberiyClubs,subsequently
A.G. to the Irish Volunteers, where et least 1,200 companies,
acattered 2ll over Ireland, had to be 1n personal contact
with him as representing H.Q. iIn Dublin. Once the
Volunteers were put on what can be called proper military
bagle ~ whon battalions and brigades were formed - it msant
that the companies were not in individual touch with H.Q.
The poeition of A.G. lost the political power and influence
yreviously existing.

I remember about this time that meetings of the
Executive were held. C. Brughs drew attention at,at least
two meetings to what he considered to be & fact that G.H.Q.
had made contactse with some people working in Dublin Ceatle
and a ccused Collins and asome others of acting with those
Castle contacts without any suthority. Gollins dented -
Brugha's charges, but admitted that he would take
information from any source available, provided it was '
genulne and ueeful. One night at an executive mputing im

Parnell Square, Collins surprised many of the members by
resigning his position a8 A.G. and asking that he be
appointed as Director of Intelligemce. Certainly a lot of
us were astounded that he should wish to relinguish the

(DIRECTOR oF inTELEGENCE)
A.G-ehip and tske over the positiion of D. 1.4 I failed to
gee why he should resign the A.G-shlip and I could not them
see much importance 1n the poeition of D.I. Apparently
C. Brugha seemed quite pleased with Gollina'e idea and
| offered no objection. When the meeting was winding up

|

Rory O'Connor, who wes sitting beside me, asked me if I
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had any particular place to go that night end suggested that
- he would like to have a talk with me. We left Parnell Sgr.
together and went towards O'Connell St. On the way down
city I was thinking of the events of the meeting. I was
puzzled by the fact that Collins wes dropping his position
as A+G. for a thing a lot of us did mot concede important
or of much value. Rory O'Connor, by some remarks he dropped
on the journey, showed that he was worried by Collins's
action, After some fencinmg he eald to me: "Dick, what do
you think of 1t%" I said I didn't know what to make of 1t.
Wo eventually went to the Royal Exchange Hotel in Parliament
Ste ©On our arrivel, we went inio a room by ourselves, got
a drink and diecussed the night's proceedings. =Eory was
very worried about what Collins's move mesni, Bventually,
after some discussion gnd the exchange of many views on the
Ed matter, the solution struck both of us simultansously. We

both agreed that the question of intelligence wee wvery
importent and 1te organisation was necessary. We knew by
this time that there were certain officials end officers

. in the Castle who were friendly disposed towards the
Voluntesre and the Simn Fein movement generally and would he
willing to help to the extent of their power to do so. This
proved afterwarde to be true, as subsequent history up to the
Truce in 1921 proved. When summing up the events of the
meeting, Rory O'Connor and myself came to the conelusion
that whilset intelligence, its organisetion and efficient
eatablishment , was very necessary, it was alec very
dangerous a® 1t kad a boomerang quality that could hit back
in an ugly way. It needed very close supervision and
control. One of the implications of intelligence work is
the Impoesibility of exercising absolute control owver -the
agents working en intelldipgence and another is the necessity
of giving an agent full confidence and freedom of action.
Rory snd myself, taking all thoee thinga into consideration,
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and the stalements made previously by Brugha sbout contacts
made by Colline and Collins's friends with certain
individuels in the caestle, realised that the position of
D.I.would give Collins an opportunity of establishing any
contacts he llked' end really placed him in the position
that he could have intercourse with practically any
individual he desired; that he could always use the excuse
that he wase seeing en individual or individusls for the
purpose of getiing inrormaﬁion.

A very successful and efficilent intelligence system
was built up by Colline and, undoubtedly, the chief credit
for that 18, in my opinion, due to Collins. I doubt very
wuch if any movement or organisation like ours in any
country had at its disposel an intelligence system as good
a8 we had.

Faying sll this, O'Connor and myself conaidered at the
commencemsent of Collins's control of intelligence that the
danger would always be thers that Collins and his group
might use the intelligence'system to make contacts to start
negotiatione with the enemy and make certailn commitmenta
that would prove e very serious handicap when proper officlal
nogotiations would be taken in hand.

EEGINNING OF BRITISH PEACE FRELERS.

I would like to polnt out that the British authorities

had been ueing feelers t0 get into negotiations with the
republicen leaders: for a basie of agreement., No defini te
propoeéition was made, but at laaﬂt.tha British desired to
talk matters over. I believe that Tim Healy, later Governor
Generel of the Irish Pree State, was engaged in irying to
form contacts with escme of our leaders. I heard from
Collins about the end of 1919 that Tim Healy desired to meet
him. Collins stated he refused to meet Healy as he wanted
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to Imow beforehaml what the eubject of the discusslon was
ahlc:-ut. A prominent judge named O'Conmor, when disappolnted
later in his ambitiors in respect of an appointment under the
new Free Btate regime, exprassed hie bitterness about Collins
end his frends who, in his opinion, had forgotien what he
did for them in the work leading up to the negotiations for
a truce, Another man named Kelly, & prominent legal man who
then lived in Fitzwilliem or Merrlion S8quare areas, gave the
use of his house for meetings between Collins and Cope. I
heard at the time that more than one meetlng was held in this
man's house. I sleo heard at the time that Lord Beaverbrook
was the contact hetween the British cabinet and the politicel
leaders on the republicen side. I ®elieve in 1919 and in
early 1920 it was only s matter of the British feeling their
wey a8 at this time no proposals were made by the British

or were being considered by our leaders.

The firet semi-officlal approach - if you like to0 csll
it 80 ~ se far a8 my knowledge goes, was made g8 & result of
an inecident in a London Restawrent in the 8trand, Known &s
the Press Restaurant, which Pressmen frequented and were

R wW. entertained on ﬂuaon&mfarirra. This place was open night
and day, and a vieltor would in August 1920, be llkely to
meat newspaper men from different countries representing
nowspapers from the whole world. At that time In London
there was a man representing a celebrated Chicago newspaper.
This man got into contact in some manper with a man I knew

'wun, nsmed Patrick Noylett, Ballina, Co. Mayo, now residing
in Dublin. Moylett was a businessman with several businesse
premises in the west of Ireland, including a shop in Galway
city which was burned by the Black and Tens, as ho was
prominently comnected with 8inn Feln at the time. The Tene
threatened him with shooting 1f he wes not out of Galway
within 24 hours. As the Tans had aslready shot severasl other

men in Galway, including Fr. Griffin, before HMoylett was
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threstened, Mr. Hoylett left Galwey and moved to London
where he hed snother shop in Holborn.

The meeting hetween Hoylett and the Amoricsn preseman
was, I believe, arranged by some person for certain motives,
wlthout Mr. Koylstt reslising wvhat the motives were., The
restaurant was crowded at the time by a lot of forelgn
presamen. The men from the Chicago newspaper proceeded to
interview Moylett sbout happenings in Ireland and things
that happened t0 himself, going over the whole Irish position
generally. ’Hoylatt wag exeltable end especielly 8o when
describing what hie own experiences were in & loud volice
which was bound to atiract ettention amongst newspaper mem
generally in the crowded restaurant. I believe that the
gentlemen from Chicago desired to draw Moyletit out ard
attract a Lot of gittention to what he was told by Moyleti
and that the scene wes stage-managed by him. The result
was that Moylett wae not only giving en interview tc one
prominent American paper, but that he was giving his
opinion and a record of his trouble to ecores of newspaper
men representing papers all over the wnrlﬂ; The matter
eventuelly developed 1nto what is recently known ss a presee
confarence by an important personage which considerably fratt.
flattered Mr., Moylett. One of the immediate results of this
conference wae that the American, shortly after Moylett had
finished his story, told Moylett that h;, the American, had
a very lmportant personage 1ln view whom he would 1like
Moylett tc mest. He arranged a meeting boatween them. When
they metl subsequently, the important personage cross-
examined QOylett very closely about Ireland and his, Moyletth:
personal experiences. It turned out that this important
personage was a man named Cocker, or Cockerbourne, who held
the British army rank of ganﬂ;al and was one of the chiefs

of the Imperial Intelligence Service. He gave Moylett a
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letter to bring to Ireland and deliver it to one of the
important leadera in Ireland in close association with the
I.R.A. He also gave HMoylett a safe conduct of some sort to
prevent him being interfered with by the British forces, and
Moylett was to bring back an anawer to the writer of the

message.

Hoylett arrived in Dublin with the messmsge and was put
into contact with Collins to whom he gave the message and
received an answer o bring back to London, which he did.
Moylett did not know what the message or the answer to it
contained. This record ui: Moylett's activities came to my

knowledge accidentally.

1 have mentioned slready abc:ut Collins being appointed
D.I. and my discuseion with Rory O'Connor on the effects of
Collins's new appointment, in the Royasl Exchange Hotel, and,
a8 we hed more or less concluded our discuesion, Dermot
O'Hegarty ceme in. I could see he was not at all pleased to
see me with O'Connor, who was known to be entagonistic to
Collins's group. The three of ue got into conversation about
the genersl position and eventually devalnpﬂ*d & hot argument
between 0'Connor and O'Hegarty, so hot indeed thet I became
alarmed and concerned esbout it and I reng up the Clarence
Hotel and asked Jem Gibbons and some of the "boys" I knew
likely to be there to come over. Gibbone and a few others

cameé over and “"put oll on troubled waters".

The next time I mede contact with O'Hegarty, under what
I believe he considered suspicious circumstances, was the
time Moylett. was over in Dublin as courier. I think that
0'Hegarty believed from the O'Conmor incident that I was
rather too inquisitive in probing for information on my own.
1 met Moylett accidentally in College Green. I was pleased
to meet him, es I wee friendly with him. He started to
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describe to me all his edventures'in Londcen and elsewhe re

and he showed me the safe conduct he had from London, as he
thought I was not completely swallowing hie story, 8 indeed
I wae not, being a bit aceptical about Moylett's version of
things, as he was liable to boast m little. Just es we were

walking away, near Trinity College, Dermot O'Hegarty came

on the scene and I could see by his expression that he was
furious, that I had probably pumped Moylett, He immediately
took charge of Moylett and bid me a curt good-day end toak
Moylett off with him. This incident of Hoylett's contacts
between London end Dublin, in my opinion, was the beginming
of the official negotiations between London and ColIins.

I also believe that it wes later that Cope came into the
pilcture. I cannot, however, be definite. This Moylett
incident took plesce about August 1920.

About October/November 1920, the Tan war had entered
its most intense phase, The shoeiing of the British
Intelligence officers on Bloody Sunday in Dublin had aroused
public opinion in both England and Ireland to fever heat.

I, with the officers and men of the I.R.A., had no doubt

as 10 the necessity and Justice of the shoeting. Public
opinion in Englaml seemed to be aroused to a fierce
denmunciation of the shooting, and, at the same time, had an
uncomfortaeble feeling that the evenis in Ireland weare
arousing too much world attention towards British policy in
Ireland, which was nmot flattering to British dignity or
adding to Britlsh prestige. The atmosphere resulting from
the shooting of the British officers, etrange ams it may
appear, created a situatlon favourable to the opening, or
leading up to peace negotiation. The shooting was, igrn;;:.aﬂ
both Justified and an absolute neceselty at the time, as
the British Intelligence were begimning to work more
efficiently and their Intelligence Organlsation in town and

country districte was producing resulte. It wee evident
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that the DBritish werse sterting to get the principal I.R.A.
officers throughout the countiry. In many caess, the men
arrested were shot out of hand on various pretexis such ee
attempting to eacape, etc. There was little doubt that the
I.R.A. organisation could mot for long stand up to the
wholesale capture of their best officers and the morale of
the rank and file was bound to suffer. The shooting on
Bloody Sunday had the effect of dealing with the inner circle
of British Intelligence and smashing up at i1ts source

the intelligence orgenisation being built up throughout the
coumtry. It had aleo the effect of demoralising the agents
who were working for British Intelligence in the country
and aleo scaring off those who were prepared to work for
the British.

-

Colline &t thies time got into touch with & very
prominent legal man named Kelly, who came from Tuam, end was
also in touch with Tim Healy., Undoubtedly he got in touch
with the legal man end the atory at the time was that hs was
in the hebit of meeting Hesly at thie man'e house. BHealy
wae a personel friend of Lord Beaverbrook and he, Beaverbrook,
wad one of the intermediaries actlve in leading up to peace
negotiations. Healy wes supposed to play a large part in
the bueiness. The story I heard at thie time so fits in
that I firmly believe that Cope met Collins in Kelly's house

COCKER PR CoakKERBOVRNE
even before Brigedier General Gecicpddl's intervention in
Irish effairs, which I hsve already mentioned in comnection
with Patrick Moylett's activities in Dublin end London. I
think the position was that the road was clear before

o CockERBourne
cochrﬁkmma was mentioned in connection with the question

of peace.:

In my opinion, the firat movea for peace ceme from the
British, snd the Blocdy Sunday evente in Dublin accelerated
the efforts to arrive at an understanding. The Bloody Suniay
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eactivities hed no great militery elgnificance es far as.

the Britlsh military poeition in Irelsnd was concernsd, but
it had a most embarrassing effect on British intereste abroad.
One of the greatest difficulties Britain was faced with at

the time wes what was known as the Americen debt. The British
debt to U.8.A. totalled sbout £2,000,000,000. The snnual
Purden on Britaim in payment towards interest and principsl
of such a sum would have hemstrumg her economic recovery.,
However, the publicity concerning Britein's relations with
Irelend was having a paralysing effect on the British efforts
to Eﬁttle this debt guestion. Affairs in Ireland at this
pafttlcular time were the supreme obstacle in the way of the
people in America who stood for dealing with Britain in a
gemArous way in connection with the debt. It should not be
forgotten thet the Irish had and have & considerabls

influence in American politics.

I heve given my view of the events that led up to the
trece snd subsequent treatys. There was & school of thought
in Irelend then whose viewpoint was that wijatever setilement
wad being visualised between Britain and Ireland should be
completed Before the fight{ng would be called off ~ that
there should be no truce -~ that we would get better terms if
paace wae made that way. It wae sald that the morsle of the
country would be better maimtained end that there would be
no danger of the demoralisation that did, in fect, set in
during the truce, and the terms of the peace would be better.
Britein was anxious to get peace on ee favourable terms as
was poselible end her economic poeltion mede thies guestion
urgents Britain's arrangement of a peace acceptable to the
Irish would ease her difficulties at home and abroad. In
my opinion, the effect of the truce, which was demoralising,
end the treaty megotiated and the subsequent civil war
helped Britain out of her difficulties and destroyed the
groat national unity of Ireland ard, unfortumately, lost for
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the time being the sympathetic feeling towards Ireland of
friends sbroead.

Conceding the aspects of the treaty and how necessary
it was for Britain to bring it aebout, there wad a group of
ue held at the time that the resolution of the Galway Co.
Council was inepired from Dublin and that Michael Collins
had something to do with it. Arthur Grififith was probably
in 1t also and that Fr. Ml. O'Flanagan about the same tims
vas influenced to send to Lloyd George a ceblegram requesting
a peace Bettlement. The ides behind those movea wae the
creation of en atmosphere favourable to a settlement. The
effect of both the Galway resolution snﬂ'Fr- D'Flanagap'a
cablegram was what I can term disastrous, as it created in
Lloyd George's mind the feeling that there was a considerable
mas8 of opimion in Ireland that would agree to g ﬁeace at
eny prices Pellows like 8ir James O'Connor, who was probably

then a direct British agent, and the author in later years

of a scurrilous history of Ireland,.got imto contact with
leeding republicans. Ii{ was pretty well proved about the
Same time that a sistier/of Sir James O'Connor - a MfEs Walsh ,

" afterwards a member of Dublin Corporation - endeavoured to

bring about the capture and arrest of very prominent leaders
on the Irish side; Austin Stack was ocne. I cannot think of

the others now, but there were others.

The leaders were Gtaying in a certain houee, and this

woman sent a message to the Castle giving the information.

Thie ledy's brother-in-law, Sir Jemes, got to know of her

actlon end was eble to give a warning which saved the men,
The point I wish to convey is that Britain, whilet pretending
a desire for peace and generous concessions would regard any
expression or desire for peace from the Irish side as g sigm
of wegkness end defeat and was, in fact, interpreted by
Lloyd George as such,
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The people in Ireland who were behind the ldea embodied
in the Galwsy Co. Gouncil resolution, snd Fr. 0'Flenagen's
trip to London, got frightened and withdrew into their
shells when it became apparent thet the immediate effect of
their activities was to intensify the outrageocus Black snd
Tan campaign and British military activities. throughout
Ireland generally. I belisve that the Gelway proposal was
started behind the scenes by George Nicholls. PFPatrick
Haverty of Moylough, Co. Galway, was the m;‘.tn, I believe,
who was made use of as the proposer of the \reaolution.

I do not think that Haverty initiated the moving df the
resclution by himself and did not fully realise the
implications which could be attached to 1% at the time he
moved it. The resolution on ite face proves that it was
drafted by a man ﬂth'legal tralning. It wes nertatinly

not the work of the men who moved it.

The pext move I was aware of in this peace game took
place after de Vaelera ceme back from America. He arrived
in Irelend ebout Christmea 1920. It is doubtful if
de Valersz Bad been at home from, say, the middle of 1920,
,':Ernuld have agreed to a truce.
More than likely he would have tried to bring Britain to

instead of fprom Dac. 1920

the polint of: agreeing to peace megotiations, not by us in
Ireland showing any signs of surrender. In othier words,

he would have played at putting the Britieh in the position
that they were the people who were carrying onlthﬂ war and
carrying it on ruthlessly, and that we were only defending
our rights as best we could. In judging this, we must
remember the background that Britain had created in the world
8he had concluded a war which she claimed was in defence of
the rights end liberties of amall nations and self-~
determination for states large and small. The srgument used

by the people who were trying to bring about a truce before
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de Velera arrived in Irelami was that it would ensble the
I.R.A. t0 got arms apd get proper military training.
What really happened, 8s every responsible officer at the
time will aedmit, wee that the so-called training ¢camps
during the iruce were a sham, and were used as holidays camp’
not for the purpose they were intended for, and the gemneral
effect was gerious demoralisation of msn and officers.
1t should be remembered that two of the most important temms
in the trucs egreement were those forbidding the transfer
of arms from cne place {0 another and the importatien of
arme from abroad. Therefore, if we made any serious
attempt to import arme and were caught at 1t, we would
have broken the truce in the most flagrant way end Britain
would be Juetified in any asction she would teke agalnet us.
It was one of the things that amazed me at the time
how thie statement that we could arm ourselves took in some
of our best and most intelligent officers. It ought to
have been self-evident to any of those officers that no
serious attempt was being made to arm the I.R.A. and that
it was not seriously intended to arm the I.R.A., a8 the

attempt could not morally be made.

Thie suggestion deceived all the beat men in the I.R.A.
and 1t ought to have been a warning to the country snd sll
responsible leadera, civil end military, in the country.

If a serious offer in the nature of a settlement was made
by Britain, and if a considerable section of publlic opinion
in the country were willing to acceptit, the serious
Bituatio; that would be created qnd the grave danger of a
national eplit and the disaster i1t would leed to, which
unfortunately 4i1d happen, should have been visualised.

In order to explain my viewpoint at the time all} those
megotiations and peace terms were beinz arranged, which I

‘Irave outlined sbove, I heve and had them a distinct
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remenbrance of a meetlng which I sttended bBefore Mr. de
Valera went to America at which he - de Valera - stated that
he hoped that whon megotiastlons with Britein would take plaoce,
a8 they would likely teke placa, the negotiastions should be
carried out whilet the fight was on as there would be a
b@ttar chance of attaining our objective under war conditions

than when war conditions were removed.

One of the extraordinary things that did happen was
that the very same agreement, i.e., the agreement thait the
treaty would give us the chance to arm and that we could
then resume the fight for an independent republic covering
the whole of Irsland, ppieidrds undoubtedly tock in a large
numbey of men, some of them honest and some of them not so
honeet. It becemo the excuse of a lot of men who were out
for a job. This thing went so far that the army, being
established under the suthorify of the proviesional govermment,
wae styled the Irish Republicen Army. The official
literature of the army hked a heading of that nsture. The
idea was conveyed thst the army wes orgenised and got resdy
for the purpose of resuming the fight for an independent
irish Republic embracing the 32 counties, while, in reality,
the army wae bring created for one purpose, end one purpose

only, and that wes to enforce the treaty.

TEAINING AND OEGANISATION OF THE VOLUNTERRS IN CO. MAYO.

When I got working at the orgsnisation of Volumteer
companies in Co. Mayo, and as the compantes in existence
gained strength and pew compenies got started, it became
difficult for me to handle e lerge mumber of partislly
organised wnits. The clerical work involved became almost
overvhelming. It would be well that the reader of this should
know that men llke me with no military training or experience
in militery organisation had to0 make use of whatever little

[
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knowlpdge was availablo to us from our own experience ' or
from articlea on military matters in "The Irish Volunteer",
or available through ex-servicemen who hed joined the
Volunteers, supplemented by Britith Army Textbooks. The only
military knowledge I possessed was a rudimentery instruction
I received in esllisthenics. I received light training in
the Volunteer period preceding 1916 in the handling'end use
of a rifle, forming fours end field drill. Beyond that

some men got instructions in fleld signalling; otherwise

we knew little of the science of military training.

My owvn locel company =~ Balla - was exceptionally lucky
in having an experienced sergeant of the Connaught Reangers
ae our instructor. His name was Tracey and 'he umidocubtedly
knew his job. He wee a man of splendid phyesique and a decent
type with & good metional ocutlook. Thie man'e instructiorn
to the Balla Company gave us a better groundwork than we
otherwige would have had. In 1914 we had two other men,
Cahill: and Dunne. They were only with us for a short time
as they were in the Reserve of the British Army, were called
up for foreign service end were later killed in action,

After 1516 end in 1917 the whole organiestion and
administration of the Volunteers in Co. Mayo fell on my
ehoulders. Were 1t not for the local essistance snd help
I got from the men of my own company, I would not be gble to
do the works I received outstanding help from the following:
Petrick Fallon, Pet Kerville, James Reilly, John E. McEllin,
Thomas McE11in and Thomas Howley. I must also include two
other men from Eiltimagh who gave me great assistance aend
help ~ John Corcoran, who was killed in 1921, and Joseph
Sheehy, who haes since died as a result of herdship and hard
work in the Volunteers in 1920-21,

The Volunteer organisation in Go. Mayo in the year 1517
reached a total of gbout 70 companies. Early in 1517, those
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corpanies were grouped by me into 13 battallions which
subsequently increased to gbout 17 battelions. I cannot be
eare of the exmct figures as I have to depend on my memory.
I wes practically on the run from Nowvember 1919, I had to
etop going near my own home and house about PFebruary 1920,
a8 the place was being regularly searched and mided,

sometimes aa often gs twice per day.

.

I Bad e talk with Michael Collins, Richard Mulcahy and
Dernot O'Hegarty in Dublin ebout June 1920 and they advieed
me t0 divide up the Hayo Brigade which up to then embreced th
whole county as it could not be worked in one Brigade umit.
Previous to this talk I was not et all satisfied with the
atate of tia organisation in the county, the arms available,

and the training the men were .receiving. We had only two

service rifles in the whole county.

On m;r request, Michael Colline sent me = Peadar
McMahon who, later in 1922, became General McMahon of the
Netionsl Army and 1s now Secretary of the Department of
Defence. Mr, McMaghon, on his arrival in Mayc, started a
serieas of 1nutruotiuna;£hlasaaa in each battalion ares.
Bach clasa lested for ebout 10 days. Hie instruction
ineluded callisthenica: field drill, and the one good rifle
we hed wae used by him in giving the officers a good
grounding in musketry and the use snd care of a rifle.

Mr. McMshon did his work well and I soon appreclated the
great resulte hie claesses had when the officers lre trained
tranaferred the knowledge they obtained in hia clesses to

the rank and file.

The Mayc Brigsde officers,before the county was divided
into separate brigades, were as follow:= Commandent Joseph
McBride (brother of Major John McBride, exscuted in 1916);
Mr. McBride wae a fine Irishmsn, sincere and fesrless. He

was much too o0ld for the position he held end was not it
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to move about as a Brigade officer should.

Vice=Comdt. Michael McHugh. 4¥r. McHugh wes a good
officer and would have been a most useful man but for his
arrest about eerly 1920. He later attained the rarnk of
Commandant in the National Army.

Brigede Quartermaster, Thomas Derrig. Mr. Derrig got into
the public eye as hra wee a Speaker at meetings in the 1918
genmeral electien. He wae errested about April 1920.

Prigade Adjutants I was Brigsde Adjutant., The whole
brlgade staff work came on my shoulders which I was able to
do with the help of the locel men, e I have already

mentioned.

Special brigade services were mot organised and their
absence was a seriocus deficiency in the Brigade orgenisation.
Eerly in 1920 -~ being on the run - I made it my busineee to
g0 into each battalion in the Brigade and inspect each in
turn, I would like to edd that when I first organised the
Co. Mayo Companies, I also organised companies in the county
border districts in Counties Galwey, Roscommon and Sligo.
Most{ of those horder companies remained with the Mayoc Bde.
as they had more experience of the Mayo Volunteers and
officers than those in their own counties. About mid 1920

i

we began $o cbtein small quantities of arms.

BRITISH MILITARY STRENGTH IN CO. MAYO, 1920-21.

Claremorris ie the principal reilway centre in the west
of' Ireland with the Limariuk; Sligo and Dublin-Westport lines
paseing through the town and sn additional branch line
running from Claremorrie to Bellinrobs. Claremorris, because
of ite important railwey facilities, waes made headquarters of
the Western Command of the British Army in Irelend from 1916
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up to the evacuation of the Eritish in 1922, Incredible as
1t may seem, threre were times during which there were
30,000 troops in Cleremorris. Buildings in the town were
taken over for military accommodation and a large camp wasa
budilt outaide the town. Ballinrobe wae occupied by
Artillery and Infantry. Two barracks were occupied in
Castlebar, Infantry axd Gavalry. Thers was a garrison cf a
few hundred men in Ballins and another garrison in Westport.
A militery post in Swinford was elso occupied. From the
gbovem the reader will see that from the British point of

view the defence of the west coast was well manned,

In the town of Balla a large mansion was taken over
by the military and converted into a hospital for their men.
This hoapital had e protective garrison of about 250 men.

Large-scale military maenceuvres were carried out im
Co. Mayo in the early Spring of 1918, as the British feared
a German landing end en attack on them frop the pea at that
period. To understand the importance of West Mayo, I might
mention that British Textbocke on militery tactics stress
the importance of e defence line situsted to cover the west
coast starting at Galway Bay comnection with Lough Corrib
contimiing through to Lough Mask, then through Lough Carra,
which ia ebout 6 miles long and 2 miles wide. North of
Lough Carra there is a gap of 10 to 12 miles when Lough Conn
end Lough Cullen ere reached. The line runs along the Eiver
Moy which 18 a large river and again reachea the saa' at
Killale Bay. This line, with its lakes and river barriers
provide a serious obstacle to sny hostile force., On the
centre of this line i1s asituated the town of Castlebar. In
theory this line, if forced, would compel the defending
force to fall back on the line of the Shannon.

As I was due for a tour of inspection of the Mayo

battalions early in 1920, before going I discussed the
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. position in Co. Mayo with Collins, Mulcahy end O'Hegarty,

in which we reviewed the poeition, ani those officers
left the naw organisation a matter for my discretion amd
the wishes of the wvarious Mayo officers, consistent with
militaery security and the need for direct communication
betwoen the individual brigede and G.H.Q. in Dublin.

At each of the battalion meetings which I visited
during my tour, I saw the battalion officers and company
commanders, and I told each battalion officer what was in
the offing end asked them to give the matter of forming
new brigede areas thelr thoughts. I outlined a few
altornative schemes of organissiion and I told the
battalions that the areas lncluded in each brigsede would
be defined es far as poseible to the wishes of the
different battalione, and that there would be g brigade
convention called of the whole county before any decleion
on the matter of dlviding up the county would take place.

The convention was callled in or about mid-July 1920
in the town of Castlebar. The attendsnce included all
brigade end battalion officere and company O/cs. as far
ag it was possible to get them to come, It may be
congldered that the calling of such a big crowd of men to
a meeting at thls particular time might be dangerous. It
would heve been so were 1t not that circumstances played
into our hands. At this particular time it was the custom
of a local -committee in Castlebar to have an annual
athletic sports.’ Tha: sports were held in the grounds of
the local County Asylum. We took advantege of the aportas
meeting to hold our conventlon in the Asylum building
during the time the sports were going on. The majority

of the Asylum staff were Volunteers or sympathisers.
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After some dlscusslion 1t was declded that the county

should be divided into four brigade areas named, roughly,”
North, South, Esst and West. North Mayo Brigade started at
Foxford Battallon which straddled the Moy River and ren a
lipne in the mountsins more or less north of Lough Conn and
ineluded practically all Lough Conn. It covered Ardacocle
and a place called Roes. It embraced the Nephin Mountains
and from Nephin went into and eovered all the Erris esrea to
the sea and touched near to Mullranny an the other side of
Ballina snd north of Ballina went across the Moy into Co.
81igo end went tc eabout 7 miles north of Enniscrone. It
included Belmullet and Blacksod Bay area, Bellycaestle and
Killsla. Thie was the biggest of the four brigades in ths
erea, 1t was 80 big that during the Truce perliod 1t was
divided into two brigedes. Then the north west brigede was .«
formed which ineluded Erris and Eullycroq ATE8F.

The East Mayo Brigade, siertlomg et Kiltimagh, @truck
a lire towards Foxford and embraced 8traide, then turned
ogst towards Swinford until it reached the 3ligo border and
included the Ballaghaderreen Battalion area including the
town of Kiltlmagh, Swinford, Kilkelly, Charlestown, Ballagha-
derreen end Frenchpark. |

The South Mayc Brigade, starting at Balla, struck z line
about half-way along the Cleremorm»is/Kiltimagh Road. It
went in s line sbout 4 milee towards Ballyhaunie. The line
went southwards from there towards Irishtown and Ballindine,
It crossed the Galway border close to Irishtown and embraced
ecme Galway companies, It crossed elong the Galway border
westwerde to the banks of Lough Corrib. It Included the
following emall towns. — Shruls, Kilmaine Cross, Cong,
Claremorris, Ballinrobe, Ballindine, Clonbur and Hollymount.
At Clonbur, the South Mayo Brigade went into the mountains
which lead to Connemarae and included Tourmekeady and Partiry
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completely eircling Lough Mask and Lough Carra, and embraced
about half of the Ballintubber area, aend from there through
Ballygleses and into Balla.

The Weet Musyo Brigade went around the line west of the
South Mayo Brigade embracing some of the fower portions of
Connemargs and into Louisburgh. It completely circled Clew
Bay end included Westport, Newport, Mulramny and Achill
Island. 'It camo glong the south of Erris right up to
Glenhesk and went slong in the direction of Castlebar and
included the tawn of Castlebar; from there it mored south
and included Ballyhean and Ballintubber.

In putiing down these areas as I have outlined them in

thie stetement, I am doing it from memory and not from any
documents which I have mot, I may be wrong in some of the
detalls. I think, in general, I am right. One of the
principal matters I was told to observe by the people in
Dublin was the necessity of malntaining s communication link
for each Brigade with Dublin and the only reliable link

that Co. Mayo maintaeined with Dublin that never broke dmm_
wae the railways. The men on the raillways who carried
dispatches and war material when it wae aveilable desarve

the higheast praise and toc much credit could not be given to
them by me. The outstanding characters - Paddy Daly, Athlone;
Joseph Henigan, Ballina; Bob HelManue, Ballinrcbe, and Dam
mqnf Dublin (lived near the Broadstone Station), canmot
be too highly praised for the amount of work they did qnﬂ the

dangers they went through.

My idea in recommending this Brigade organisation, which
was put into operation, was to mainmtain the communication
link with Dublin. For that reason, the Ballphaunis Battalion
wag put in with the Bast Mayo Brigade, although the officers
wanted to be put into South Mayo Brigade. Being on the main
line betwesn Ballyhaunis and Dublin, 1t made availsble to the
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East Mayo Brigade a direct link with Dublin. Foxford was
put into the North Meyo Brigade for the s ame reason asg
Foxford linked up with the main railway line at Msnulla
Junction on the direct Dublin-Westport line and had a
;unntiun line for Killals 1nciuﬂ1ng Ballina.

I am afraid I cannot recall the hrigade offlicers of

eagh brigade. I can, however, give the four brigsde 0/Cs.

douth Mayo Bds. Tom Maguire, Crose, Ballinrobe.
Eant doe. Sean Corcoran, Kiltimagh.
North doe Tom Ruene, Ballina.

HWes.t do. Michael McHugh, Castlebar.

As far a3 I can remembser, none bpt the brigade 0/Cs.
were appointed at the first meeting. Each brigede 0/C. got
instructions at the meeting to call a brigade mseting for
his brigade ares immediately and have all the vacanciss on
the br?gada staff filled as soon as possible. I don't
remsmber being present at any of those subsequent brigade
moetings.

Aleo present at the meeting in Casilebar was Eamon
Price rdﬁrasanting ¢.H.Q. He annmounced that I wee being
appointed as a sort of Inspecting Cfficer to each brigade
and that I had the right to g0 into any brizade and at any
time vieit any of the battallons constituting the brigade,
and'cﬂuae staff meetings to be held, and get a statement on
how ¢ach brigede stood on ell militery matters, arms, etc.
This was a right which I only exercised in g very agéring
manner a8 I realised full well that the best policy was that
whilet keeping an eye on how thinge were going, I should not
be interfering toe: much in the internal working of each
brigade when the brigade officers in each cof the four
brigedes were eppointed and the brigade staffe and councils
etarted to function. I attended s meeting of each brigade

council and I pointed out to them that the urgent and vitel
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and rumours went the rounds. Anyhow, since the count)g,r wae
divided into four brigades, 1t\waa not my perticular
responsibility to inguire into such reports. I, however,
ook the trouble to send a werning to the Rast Ma‘yo and Nor th
Mayoc Brigedes, warning them to be careful in dealing with
individuals of this man's description. I was afterwards told
by c-ffiaa;za of East Meyo and Worth Mayo Brigades that their
brigade staffs had no conbtact with this man, but that some

of the individusl companies had contact with him.

The vhole matter had eventuslly left my memory and
certainly I have no hesltation in saying that, as far as this
men's activities weni, there was mo adverse effect on the
organisation in Co. Mayc. As far ss I-know, there was no man
arrested, mo house reided or men interrogated as s result of
this man's essociation with I.R.A. men. When I weni after-
warde o inveetigete his activities in Co. Mayo, I diecovered
what I have stated sbove end also discovered that he had got
into the good graces of two men who, although they were not
in the I.R.A. or attached to the I.R.A. were important and
prominent figures in the movement for mstional :I.i:daparﬂanea
on the politicel side. Roth men were much respected by the
I.R.A.Regders and the advice of those two men would be
consjdered with respect by all I.R.A. officers, The two men
I refer to were Rev. Fr. Denis Gildea, D.D., who was then
acting as curate in Foxford town in the Diocese of Achonry,
and Dr. Farrin, locsl dispensary doctor in m?wnn was
a native of Hoﬁham Ireland. The honour and sincerity of
Fp. Glidea and Dr. Ferrin were gbove susplcion anf both men
were of the type that would make any sacrifice for the
national cobjective. Being so honest end esincere, it made
them vulnereble %o be deceived by'a clewer tricketer and
double-~dealer. The mamr whom I am dealing with as the chief
character in this episcde ~ his name, ‘which I believe correct -

was Fergue Molloy. #As far as I could ascertain, Molloy wes
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parents were Irish end his father wes a native of Foxford
distriect, Co. Mayo. His mother - I can't sey from whet part
ghe came. Apparently, Molloy lived and worked for some time
near the Canmdlan border. This accoumts for the fuct~that
he Jjoined the British army in 1914-1915 periocd in the first
World war before the U.S. entered the war. Having, as far
as we could ascertain, a university education - I don't
know what umiversity - but anyhow, he was not long in the
British army until he got commieeloned as an officer.

Fe was sent to France, and, as far es we could learn,
did a lot of hie training in France. After a comparatively
short time he wae posted to Pield Intelligence, as he
undoubtedly displeyed a flair for intelligence work. He
served with distinction throughout the war and was attached,
a8 far ae can be made out, to the British forces. He may
have been, in the earlier part of hie service, in the
Canadien army. After the end of the wa; and about & year
in German cccupetional work, he was drafted to Ireland,
To understand his subsequent career it is very neceseary to
bear in mind one outetanding fact concerning the military
movement of the Tan war days. We were the only physical
force movement in Irish history that the British Intelligence
or, say, system, did not get a man in the higher ranks to do
their work for them. They failed to get any of the higher
I.R.A. officers, a8 far as is known or discoversd, to work
for them from a battalion officer upwarde. The only
instence th-t I heard of was a battslion officer who
operated in Dublin and cleared out to England when he was
suspected and was subsequently shot on & golf links outside
London. When thie freedom from the attention of British
secret eervice agents is appreciated, it will explain how
Tar the British were prepared to go to succeed in doing wshat
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they had done with all prewious revolutionary movements in
Ireland - in 1798, 1803, 1848, 1867 end in the Invincibles
a8 late as the 1880s. It will be accepted by sny person
reading thia that Molloy worked on a deliberate and well-—
thought plan concocted, I believe, in British Intelligence
circles in London and in co-operation with Dublin Castle
and British military heedquarters in Irelard.

The plan was, when it was recognised by his superiors, )

that he was & trained intalligance.orricﬂr willing to do
their work; to go down into Mayo emongst his own relstions
and to profees deep sympathy for the Irish national movement
and, being an educated and well-read man, to telk freely and
openly and make suggestione as to what should be done and
therﬁﬁy gain the confidence of the people of the district.
It was natural that such men as Father Gildea and Dr. Ferrin
should get to knew such & man. uolloy's mind and brain would
single out Fr. Gildee end Dr. Ferrin and he was bound' to he
informed of their importance and their prestige in the .
Natjonal Republicen movement. Both those men's sympathies
and outlook were well-known to the British, as Dr. Ferrin was
¢lected es a T.D. to the first Republican Dail, and Fr.Gildea
was an officer of the East Mayo EBxecutive of the Sinn Fein
orgenimation. Mcolloy got into personal touch with both and
‘became a constant visitor to their houses. It could be said
thet both fell completely under his influence. They accepted
oeverything he said as gospel truth. He made it his special
business to gain thelr regsrd and esteem. He carried on in
this fashion for e considerable time after a seasonal period
80 thet their suspicione should not be aroused. He told them
that he wae going {0 Dublin and he suggested offering his
g8ervices t0 help the national movement and especially the
1.R.A. For this purpose he suggested that both men give him
a latter of introduction to leaders in Dublin and to tell
him how he should get in touch with leaders. I believe it
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wae Dr. Ferrin who wrote the letter of introduction for
Mglloy with at leaat the approval of Fr. Gildea. T am not
gure if ¥r. Gildea also gave him a recommendatiom. I
understand that the person they t0ld hhim to c¢ail on was
J.J. 0'Kelly ("Sceilg"). All the pert Sceilg toock in the
matter was to convey fto Ml., Collins the letter or letters
hended him by Molloy. There was an arrangement made by
Molloy s8 to where he could bs goft ir touch with later.
From this out, Sceilg faded out of the matier and had no
more to do with it. Molloy, a2 far as I can learn, wae left
under the impression that it would not be poasible to meet
Ml. Ceollins, but that he would be contacted by an important
officer on Collins's staff, or an important officer -

Collins's name was kept out of it.

Liam Tobin, who was then Chief Field Inmtelligence
officer for the I.R.A., acting under Ml. Collins, Director
of Intelligence, made contact with Molloy. Tobin told me
that from the begimming he was suspiciocus of Molloy end did
not like him, Tobin informed Gollins of vhat he felt about
the men, but Collins insisted that Tobin should keep im

“contact with Molloy. Tobin met Holloy sgain and Holloy

camg out with a story to the effect that he, Molloy, had
occasion to c¢all at Dublin Castle in connection with matters
relating to his discharge from the British army, peneion
righta, etc. He informed Tobin that the Castle authorities
had asked him to work for them as an intelligence officsr,
that they were aware that he hed some conmection with the
I.R.A. He suggested to Tobin that he would do so, or |
pretend to do so, that he would keep in touch with the I.R.A.
and pess any useful information that ceme his way in the
course of his work on British intelligence 4o the I.R.A.+
All this time he was anxious to find out who Tobin wee and
who he represented. It will be seen by this that there was

a certain amount of shadow boxing going on between Tobin
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and Molloy, and it proves Tohin's abllity and courage in
deeling with Molloy that he survived this eplsode.

&t suﬁaaquﬁnt meotings Molloy continued trying to find
out who Tobin wes and what was his posiftion. Molloy started
to puggest to Tobin thet he, Molloy, should be furnished with
some information that wauid prove to the Castle people that h
was doing things for them. The information he asked for was
something of little importance or danger to the I.R.a. which
would look satiefactory to his superiors in the Castle.

Tooln informed Collins of all the skirmishing between
himself and Molloy end he informed Collins again that hs
would have nothing further to do with Molloy a8 he, Tobin,
was placing himself in a dangerous situation in meeting
Molloy and getting nothing ou$ of him, and that Molloy, in
his opinion, was & most dangerous British spy. Molloy, in
the meantime, sent word to Tobin that he wanted to meet him
urgently, It ie mot clear to me from the information I have
got if Mclloy was ceriain that Tobin was an Intelligemce
Officer for the I.R.A.+ It ;s more than likely that he

guspected that Tobin was an Intelligence Officer.

Tobin went to Collins and told him that he had got an
invitation from Molloy to meet him in Bewley's Cafe in
Grafton 8t Colline insisted that Tobin should keep the
gppointment. When Collins was so ineistent on Tobin meeting
Molloy, Tobin went to Bewley's on the evening asppointed. A%
this time the evenings were beginning to get long and there
was daylight up 40 7 or 8 p.m. 2round the end of Februsry or
80. Tobin met Meolloy as arranged. Tobin informed me himself
that when he was walking up to Bewley's in Grafton St. he
recognised seversl of Ceptain -Hardy'es intelligence crowd
mixing with the people on the street. Ceptein Hardy was the
officer in charge of the British Intelligence Kurder Geng in
Dublin Cestle at this time. When Tcbin went into the Cafe
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ard looked around the dining room he discovered there were
gt least 10 or 12 others of Captain Hardy's men sitiing
around at tables and spparently having a meal. Tobin told
me thet he immediately realised that he was trapped. How
he was going to get out of the place alive he could not then
gee. He sew Molloy at a table alone and he moved over to
him. Molloy appearad very friendly in his greeting. Molloy
ptartéd en snimsted conversation steting that the Castle
were beglnhing to get suspicious of him and were demanding
reeultg. He produced e document from his pocket end handed
it to Tobin to read. The document contalned a statement
sritten in ink snd seemed harmless enough to read. The
statement was to balsigneﬁ by Tobin and handed to Molloy

and it could be interpreted ss that Tobin had agreed to work
and co=operate ﬁith Molloy in his work for British
Intelligence, Tobin reelised immedietely what' the plan was,.
He knew thet Af he signed the paper hie life was forfeit;
that he would be shot there and then within ihe cafe or
elase be made priecmer and brought somewhere else and shotl;
the idea being that his body would be got and this document
on it. The fact that this document was got on Tobim's body:
wou}ﬂ be publiehed by the British for the purpose of
conveying the 1dea to the I.R.A.that there wee a spy or

ppies st G.H.GQ.

Tobin read the document csrefully, held it in his hand
for some time to give the impressiom he was coneldering 1t.
He knew he was in a tight cormsr. He parried the Blow, as
it were, by, as far as I can learn, stating that he was
doing intelligence work for the I.R.A. or at leest carrying
out I.R.A., Intelligence orders by meeting Molloy. That
being 8o, he ¢ould not slgn the document withuu% consulting
his superiors. He playe@ his pert &o well that he "blufrfed"
Molloy, and Molloy agreed that Tobin should consult his

superiore as his position was similar to Molloy'e as far as
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Molloy's superiors were concerned, and that h-;::églﬁ £6€¢ no
difficulty in getting approval for 'ﬂ&;aigﬂin\g the document
as suggested by Molloy. The result was ihat Tobin gave some
excuse that he had to leave at once and Molloy suggested that
he would accompany Tobin. Both men left the cafe together

and walked down towerds College Green with all Herdy's gang
trailing after them. Tobin made 1% his businees %o be moat
gullible end friendly towards Molloy. In College Green

Tobin succeeded in gotting on a tram after a friendly farewell

to Molloy.

The story es 1t waa told to me by Tobin may have got a
hit mdxed and confusad in course of time, but in the main
1 helieve the deteils I have set down are as they were told
to me, In going over the etory e person is liable to suspect
that Tobin had @ line of retreat prepered for himself in
case of emargencies and that some of the I..R.A. gunmen were
detailed to cover Tobin's presence in Bewley's cafe. However,
that mey be, Tdbin took no chances in meeting Molloy agaim.
Two deys afterwarde, Molloy was shot dead in Wicklow Street,
Dublim. Thie shooting occurred ebout 3 or 4 p.m. on 24th
March 1920, when a considerable number of people were on the
streete, and it was noticeable for the fact that the Dublin
civilians showed an inclination for the first time to twm
on our gunmen, end they had to make their getawsy by more or
less threstening to use their guns on the civilians.

A &n interesting sequel to this shooting, Harry Boland
was, some time afterwards, in U.S.A. and he was travelling
through some of the Western States and, as a result of soms
information he got in Dublin, he visited Molloy's sister in
a weatern city, as our people had got a letter from her in
respect of a letter she hed received from Molloy. Before
Harry left Dublin he wae asked by Colline to get in touch
with Molloy's sieter and, if possible, to see Molloy's letter
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to her. Harry's business took him to the city where this
lady lived and he called on her on the pvretext that he was
an insurance man representing British military interests.
She received him in s friendly way and msccepted Boland's
credentisls ms genuine. Bolend asked if she could show him
any documents or letters she had of her brother's. 8She
showed him a letter written by Molloy a short time before he
died vhich described guite fully the work he was engaged on
in Dublin and contained something in the nature of a will
which gave her anything he was possessed of at his death,
The letter did not disclose that he was possessed of much cash
By the way she talked of him, it would appear that he had
led an adventurcus life gnd it indicated that he expected
deaths The letter contained matter showing thet he had =
certain amount of admiration and respect of the I.R.4. Hse
stated that the I.R.A. were desperate men who would stop at
nething to attain their ende and that it would be foolish

to undervalue them. He stated also that the toughest
American gunmen Bhé ltad heerd or read of would look small

compared with the I.R.A. gunmen.

Molley's funeral wes & lavish affair. All the barracks
of the army of occupation in Dublin participated, escorting
hie remains %o the boat for probable burlsl in Englend.

8 - Hi -,

in the start of this record of my experiences in the
Irish Revolutiocnary Movement I have deslt with the
posaibility of Michael Collins having attempted to get in
touch with the German government in en effort to procure
militery aid in our strugzle with the British. Some sort of
an agreement wae arrived at, I belleve. The nature of the
terms of this agreement I know nothing of, except rumours 1

had hﬁard.q Those rumours ﬁﬁiginatad from a fairly good
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source, I have stated before that whatever communicetion
existed between Collins and the Germen government, or the
German military or naval suthorities, were cnly known in this
country to Collins himself and his very immediate associates.
It is highly probsble thet Dermot O'Hegerty wes aware of what
was going on. There wes great secrecy .or raticence about

the affeir. I have Btated tha:ﬁa meeting of the Executive
Colline was accused by GCathal Brugha and warned that this
intercourse would cause trouble, that everything that wae
going on w&s knormn to the British and that they would strike
when they thought suitable, and that, in face of this, the

matter should be dropped.

I have already told of the fishermsn on the west coast
getting in touch with Volunteer officere in Ballina regarding
this matter. The group of people on the coast who had done
this were looked an as most untrustworthy end unreligble.
They were a group of individuals who, to our knowledge, were
engaged in souggling and also in the poteen traffic.
However, ae I have slready to0ld, those people came into
Ballina. They got into touch with a man named Jchm Moran
end one of them, named Foye, went to Dublin with Moran, who,

being en o0ld I.R.B. man, brought him to eee en old man
mamed O'Leary Curtis who had formerly been a big shot in the
I.R.B. Curtis brought them t0 No. 6 Harcourt St. where
they were introduced th, I think, Sean Nunsan, our present
ambassador in U.S5.A. Collins did not see them directly
himselfs He refused to do so. They were put off with some
excuse and they had to reoturn without having made any direct
G.H.Q. c¢ontacte, Fintan Murphy wae sent down to me with.
the instruction that I should bring him to Ballina and get
him into touch with I.R.A. officers there, and try snd find
out if there was anything in the fishermen's stories. I
$o0k Nurphy to Belllna and introduced him to the local
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officera there who were most reliable, end they made
srrangemants to get in touch with the coest. I returned
fyrom BelYina when I had completed sll the necessary
arrangements of putting Murphy properly in touch we I did
not want to direct suspicion to Murphy in Ballina, I being
subject to police attention at this time. In sddition to
a‘bcﬁ,] I have elso described the supposed plan for a German
attack on the east comet of England as a cover for am
expaditi;nary force of Germans 1anéing in Ireland. It is
hardly necessary for me to go through all thie again. I
have repeated some of what I have already told ae I wish
to indicate what I believe was true, that one of the people
uged in Germany as a communication source between Collins

ani the German authorities - I am using the phrase G

erman
authorities deliberately - as I do not know, and had no
means of knowlng, if Collins was in touch with the German
government or only in touch with German military or naval
authorities. As I heve stated, Collins denied heving any
communication with any German euthority when he was

ques tioned by Brugha at a meeting of the Executive in my
presence. My knowledge of Quinlisk had its start in late

November or early December 1918.

About a month approximately after the 1914-1918 World
War ended, I came to Dublin to attend a meeting of the
Executive. The principal place I used to stay when in
Dublin et that time was a house, 44 Mountjoy Streat, very
close to what wae then the reillwey terminuse from the west -
Broedstons Station — and near the old church known ae the
Blaék Church. 44 Hountjoy Street was a piivatu hotel known
as the Munster Hotel. All bosrders who frequeniad thie
rlace were connected with the nationgl movement. O©One of the
constant boarders was Michael Collins. The proprietress was
Miss McCarthy. She was an sunt of Fionan Lynch - now Judge
Lynch. When I arrived in the hotel and whaﬁ & was taking

my tea, Miss McCarthy came into the room end ingqulred if
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I had eny objection to & man sharing the room I usually
occupied. I hgraed, gnd after a short time, a tall young
msn, very good-looking and of fine physique, carrying himself
in fine military manner, entered the room with Mies McCarthy
who introduced the young man to me as Mr. Quinn or Mr.
Quinlisk. One of these namsea, I believe, was assumed, and
which was the assumed name I don't know, nor can I be now
sure vwhich nems Miss MeCarthy used in introducing him to me.
Shortly aefterwards Collins @eme in and he started to
introduce the siranger to me end I informed him I was alresdy
introduced. Before Collins left the room he called me aside
end told me he wanted me to be nice to this man, which I
agraéd to. He informed me that Quinlisk hed been in the
British Civil Service in London, wes promoted in the Service
end later sacked for some misconduct. He then found himself
sftranded in London snd joined the British army &s a private.
He wes sbout 2 yeers in the army and had attsined the rank
of sergeant. When he was sent to France with the first
expeditionary force at the outbreak of the 1914~1918 war

he wae capiured by the Germans in the early months of the
German advance in Northern Fraence. He, later, as a prisoner

of war, joined Cesement's Irish Brigade.

The information I received alfterwards asbout Quinlisk
-fr&m, I think, Miss McCarthy, was that his father was a
Head Consteble in the R.I.C. themr serving in Waterford, that
when Quinlisk etarted life he started a5 & clerk in the
Civil Service Exclise Depasrtment in the City of London. He
got this position in the usual wﬁy by paessing en e xamination.
It was apperent to me that Quinlisk was possessed of a
considerable amount of mbility. His menner of asddress would
indicate to me that he had a university atanﬁard of educatior
I have no mesns of knowing if he was a university man or not.
A8 soon a8 I got to know much about him, I found that he wes

extra fond of drink. I think Collins‘'s attitude im
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introducing me to Quinlisk and asking me to be nice to him
was his desire that I should keep an eye on him, as he
leter had & habit of questioning me about Quinl;sk end
inquiring as to what I thought of Him. If this waes so,

I am afraid I waea the wrong person, as I did not drink at
thet time end Quinlisk spemt a loi of his time in pubs.
¥hagt Collins needed for keeping tab on Quinlisk was a
drinking companion who could be alwaye with him, One of
the gquestions to be asked gbout Quinlisk was - was he a
British Secret Service agent all the time? Did he Jjoin
Caeoment's Brigade on instructions from the British?

Did he become a British agent only on his arrivel in
Ireland from Germany after the armistice, and if so, when?

I saw a lot of Quinlisk from I was introduced to him
late in 1918. I spent at least 4 or 5 days each month in
Dublin from I met him, and when in Dublin, I slept in the
same roam with him.in 44 Nountjoy Street. I did not
endeavour to probe him at any time into his past history.

I made no effort to cultivate him ae I did not like him

end feared his close association with the boarders in No.44.
Another reeson I did not desirs to get intimate with him
was my fear that ke would ;ndeuvnur to touch me for cash
which I could not very well afford to give him, as I was
finding it difficult to finance myself at this time. I
found out, however, that Quinlisk had no knowledge of the
Voluntesr nréhnisatinn as he could not understand some of
the mews items appearing in the papers end, as far as I
could see, took very little interest in current happenings.

Sometime during the Summer of 1919 he estsblished '
contact with his own father who was, as I have stated, a
Head Gonstah}e in the R.I.C, and. then serving. The father
made at least two vieite to Fo. 44 Mountjoy St. to my

knowledge. It 1e more than likely he met hie son elsewhere.
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It was then, I bellieve, he entered intoc the service of the

British Intelligence on his father's persuasion.

He remained in 44, as far ae my memory goes, from, say
Decenmber 1918, until lete July 1919. He had aesked Collins
early in 1919 to get him a job. Collinas got him a job,
as far asa I can remember, in the New Ireland Assurance Co.

He d4id not hold thie job very long. In fact, he started to
talk about going back to Germany end stated that if he got
back he knew many personal friends occupying prominent
positions there, aend thaiﬁhe got there his future was assured,
He eleso spoke to me sbout a Germsn girl he intended marrying

if he could get to Germeny.

I could ses, asbout May 1919, that Collins was beginning
to get tired of Quinlisk and that he would like to get rid
of him. Quinliek began to say that if he goi sufficient
cash for his equipment and passage to Germany he would go
there. After some time Collins apperently decided to get
rid of him end Quinlisk got £100 from Collins on the under-
stending that he would leave the country. J4bout thie time
Collins expressed the opinion to me that Quinlisk wae
becoming & nuisance. He did not, however, tell me at any
time whet use Quinlisk wes to him and could not underétand
then how Quinlisk was living or paying for his board.
1t did occur to me that Quinlisk was entitled to some
gratuity or pemsion for hie service with the British army.
Instead of spending the £100, esccording to the conditions
under which he got 11, Quinlisk went to Galway Races and spent

it practically all there. He returnsd to Dublin penniless.

After he returned from Galway wilth his money all spent,
he went to Collins with enother demand fop more money. He
wage %t0ld by Collins very bluntly that he was finished as far

as Collins was concerned, and would receive no further

assistance from him,
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I came to Dublin about thie time and stayed in No. 44
g8 ueual, On getiing up one morning and coming down to my
bregkfast I met Quinlisk going out. When et my breskfast
Miss MeCarthy told me thet Colline had just told her that
he, Collins, was no longer teking responsibility for paying
her for Quinlisk's digs and that she was, in future, keeping
him at her own risk. Miass McCarthy, however, kKept him for
ebout 3 weeks as she did mot like toc put him out on the
street on such short notice. Kiss McCarthy's information
that morning wes wvery surprising to me aes it wae the first
indicetion I had got that Collins wass paying Quinlisk's
keep to Miss McCarthye It was a é&p named Donal Casey from
Kerry who travelled for Todd Burns & Co. in Dublin city,
and was the private depository for all Colline's
correspondence and documents, who told me ebout the £100
Quinlisk recelved from Collins. I wes told this by Casey
when I informed him of what Mise McCerthy had told me about
Collins washing his hands of any further responsibility
for paying Quinlisk's bills.

To show thet Quinlisk did not understend the situation
in Irelemd in 1919, or understand the men he was deeling
with, I heard that he endeavoured to blackmail Collins and
threatened him with publication of what he knew of Collins's
actlvitiea, I was told at the time that Quinlisk called at
some office devoted to army wurk,anﬂ got kicked out. What
I believe happened is that Quinlisk's father, in one of his
vielte to hie son, found him in a temper and resentful
againet Collins's attitude towarﬂs.hdm, and the father put
him‘in touch with the Castle authorities with the object
of his working for them.

It was noteble that things began to happen in No. 44
Mountjoy St. and to Collins from this on. A8 Quinlisk had
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hed left 44, Collins t0ld Miss WcCarthy, Donel Casey and
myeelf one night, after he came in, thet the British were
after him and intended to arrest him and that he intended
to leave 44.immediately. As far as I can remeumber,
Collins ateyed that night in 44, but he left the next day.
Colline had got his information from I.R.A. Intelligence
vhich came from British sources. He advised me also to
leave a8 a rald wes to take place on 44 and the possibili ity
was that I would be taken into custody, and if I was not
taken, the R.I.C.+ and detectlives would get to know me.
This was on & Priday night. I left 44 and went to the

Royal Sxchange Hotel.

- On the following Saturday Fionan Lynch called at 44
on his wey beck to Belfast Jail from which he had parocle
to ettend a relative's funeral. Collins accompanied him
to 44, Lynch decided to stay the night in 44 as he was
not due in Belfasti until Monday morning. I left for home
on Saturday evening. No. 44 wes reided ebout 5 a.m. on
Sunday morning. Lynch was sleeping in the bed formerly
used by Collins. When the raiding ﬁﬁrtg entered the room
they thought it was Collinse who wee in the bed. One of
the raiding party addressed Lynch as Colline and told him
to get up and dress. Lynch told him to go over to his
trousers and eearch his pockeis and see whet they would
get there. On finding Lynch's parole the raiders were not
satisfied and called in e detective named Emytﬁ'ﬂho knew
both Colline and Lynch and he identifled Lynch who wes

then informed that he could remsin in bed.

About 3 or 4 weeks later, when I was again in Dublin,
Miss MecCgrthy was telling me all mbout the raid. She alsc
toléd me, together with what I have elready stated, that
during the raid she waee listening to Smyth giving

instructiona to the other detectives, and the instructions
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were that they were to search Cesey's room, going over all
the furniture, cerpets, chimney, c¢lothes, setc., B0 that
nothing would be miseed. This pointed to one thing and ons
thing definitely, that a person who hasd been within the house
and kpnew the habits of the household and everybody in it

wae the only ons who could know that Casey wae worth all thie
attention. Ae I have stated, sbout four weeks after the rald
I wae in Dublin snd steyed in No. 44, and one night while
aitting at the kitchen fire talking to Miss McCarthy, a knock
came to the door and the doorbell rang. When she waes golng
to answer the door she asked me to accompany her, which I did.
At the door she inguired who was outside and a ?oiua anowered
"Quinlisk". The voice outside inguired how Miss McCarthy

was doing, how his friend Mr. Colline wae and where he was
staying,as8.he was enxious to get in;tuuch with him. B8he
answered him that he, Quinlisk, was alresdy aware that Collins
had left 44, and that she did not know enything about his
whereabouts. Quinlisk.started éo iaugh at this reply and
exprassed hie sorrow for disturbing Misa McCarthy. He asked
¥Miss MecCarthy to glve Colline his hest regarde and say ithat
he, Quinliek, would be plessed to mest him. Quinlisk went

away from the door lasughing.

The next day WMies McCarvhy told me that Quinlisk was
boarding in a jouse on the opposite side of the sirest.
This informetion caused me alarm and I left there immediately
end did not return to etay there any more. A few weeks
afterwards Quinlisk left Dublin, and apparently the Castle ’
came t0 the conclusion that his usefulness in Dublin was
curtailed as so many of our pecople knew him. He went to
Cork, and what happened there is now history.

All I have to add to the sfory of Quinliek is a story

I heard in an internment camp during the Civil War period.
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The story wee t0ld by a man named Jim Hurley of Cork
III Brigade, who subsequently gained renown as one of the
greatest of the Cork County Hurlers. Ae far as I remember,
and I am subject to correction in this, I understcod from
Hurley that he was present at the execution of Quinlisk.
The story was that Quinlisk was taken priscner by thel.R.A.
and courtmartialled. Quinlisk was born end resred a Roman
Catholic. He was asked if he would receive a priest to give
him the usual rites of the Church prior to Bis death, He
emphatically and scnrn%ully refused. When being brought
out %o be executed he was handed a rosary beads by one of
the I.R.4. present, which he toek in his hands and hroke
end threw on the ground and shouted that if they had their
minds made up to murder him {o do so and not be acting as
hypoerites. and so died Quinlisk. May God have mercy on
his soul. All I wish to add is that I cannot personally

vouch for the last part of this story.

EXPERIENCES IN GALVAY - IGO; HIS ASSOCIATIONS WITH
THE MURDER GANG AND THEIR NODE OF OPERATION IN
DUBLIN CITY.

The County of Galway was the best orgsnised county in
Ireland during Easter Week 1916, where actually 500 to 600
men took the field. In contrast to this during the Tan War,
the Blgek snd Thng and Auxiligsries seemed tc be absolutely
free to run sbout and do any outrage they desired or liked
to do in Co. Calway, and they did certaelnly make the local
fellows feel the welght of their arms. Btanding in Byre
Square, the cenire of Galway, and teking a radius of from
about 6 milee to less than 10 eround, the Black asnd Tens end
Zuxiliaries murdesred 37 men., The tragedy about this was

that these men were not shot fighting. They were pulled
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cut of their beds at nightﬂ out of their shops or ordinary
pleces of work. One man was pulled from behind his bar
(publichouse),Brought down to the docks in Galwsy, shot and
flung into the tide. Wasn't the shooting of Fr. Griffin
one of the most appslling outrages that happened in Ireland?
They seemed to be absolutely free to do as they pleased,
arnd, what wes more, they seemed to he getting good infoma-~
tion, because they hardly maede the mistekes in the shootings
which fhey mede in other places in Ireland by shooting their
own. I only know of nns‘mdataka. About 7 miles from

Galway they went out end reided a country village. They
entered a field vhere a man was working with a horse and
051\'5; they collared him and they were about fto put him
ageinst the wall end shoot him when ancther member of ths
Auxiliaries or police came to the top of a HWill in time and
shouted "That is the wrong man". They dropped the first
man, ran up the roed and on the other side of the hilTl they
ehot a man of the same name. Both were named Tom Joyce.

The first man was the local battalion quartermaster and the
gacond man was not in the Volunteers at all., He was a
decent type of man, but he was not in the Volunteers; he
had poesibly nastional sympathies all right. Being
practlcelly in the same area and bearing the same name, it
was essy {0 make a mistake. It was the only mistake they
did make during that campsign. &ny man they shot was an
active ﬂnamaﬁ:‘i%fe? ngdf F&E&:a‘;mlmbtadly an absolute
hell while it lasted.

I had one experience in Galwey where I had to go into
the town, end I was not keen on it. I hsd seen the people
I wanted end trensected my business, but I wae not very
anxious to keep on the streets and hence gvoided them. I
found curfew existed and it started about 9 o'clock. The

time dragged before I could transact my business and I
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wanted to be 1ndoors sfter curfew. E:*aﬂfwnmazr on the road
out to Headford agreed %o put me up. ©She knew me. There
were two or three other women staying in the lrouse with
her - daughters, I think, who were working in Galway.

I took a cup of tea eand, after curfew, the military started
to patrol the town and it ceritainly was bedlam. A lorry
would dash down the street, a bomb would be thrown from 1%
- these bomba were just blank cartridgee. A yell of
derisive cheering would ring out and there followed the
smash of gless and a window being bBashed in, etc. In the
house where I was the three women, and especially the woman
of the houss, had my sympathy beceuse they @ere terriéﬁgﬂrq
that 1f the mlilitary or.pnlica came in, I'd have bheen shot,
which wuald probably have happened. They nearly collapsed
at every burst, to such an extent that I told them to go

to bed and put out the lights. After some persuasion they
agreed, but I don't think they slept very much. I stuck

it in the house until about 4 a.m. gnd then the noise and
the patrol had died down, I thought. After 4 a.m. I left
and I went out the country along the Tuam rosd. That wae
my experience of Galway.

Unfortunately the British had extraordinary ilnformatio
of Galwey. & policeman wae ielling me that when 1t was all
ovarfzigga police kmew that Galway wes one of the moet
dangerous counties in Ireland and that 1f the Galwey men.
got going there was nothing they would not do. This
tradition apparently came down from the time of the Land
Wer in the TO0s, 808 and 90s., Then, of course, they had an
example of whet happened in Galway in 1916. There were
onlg two counties outside Dublin in whet could be called
a mass mobilisation took plece, and these were Wexford and
Gelway. The result was that the Bnglish authorities kept a
special eye on Galway and the police and military kept

a epeciel eye on it. It was a curious fact that the softer
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they got things in an eres the worse they treated the people.
The result was that they concentrated on Galway town and the
surrounding district. They had a military garrison in the
local military barrecks. Renmore was just on the outskirts
of Galway town and then they had a large mixed force of
Aaxllieries, Black and Tene and R.I.C. on either silde of the
CONNEMARA
town towards Coemepssk. In the city, they had one great big
central police station in Eyre Square. This place was
strongly fortified and practicelly impenetrsble unless an

attacking force possessed ariillery, which we did not have.

The start of hostllities wse the attack ::fscma of ocur
Tellows on a policeman at the railwey station. This was
brought ebout owing to the fact that an agent of ours.hed
been sent to Dublin to try to obtain munitions for war.
TWhen the traln came im, a fairly conaiderable number of
euxiliaries and police entered the ststion and proceeded to
gearch and interrogate the paopie getting off the train.

Of course, thet meant thet our sgent wes bound to be
intercepted and the atuff he wee carrying would be got.
Apparently to prevent this, & man nesmed Quirke, who was not
a mative Galway man, opensd fire om the police. I wae given
that version, but I have aleo been informed that Quirke had
no gun; hence he could not use a gun; and also, there was a
man nemed Brederick involved in the effair who was, I
understend, a Post Office official. He was undoubtedly an
I.R.A. man. Theese men evidently made & burst of fire from
PoST ¢DE
some ;]w&ﬁvn‘1 m.:tqnf the station, but they were captured and,
along with some others, were taken to the Docke. The
Auxiliaries, Black and Tans and police were sll drunk op
very much under the influence of drink. They lined up the
men they had brought down to the Docks and opened f&re on
them and, apparently, Broderick flung himself on the ground
and escaped being hit, and the enemy being so drunk and, of

course, a bilt nervy, Broderick eacaped, but he had to go on



"W

113.

the "run" lmmediately. Quirke was shot dead and was thrown
into the tide, from which his body was subsequently
racovered. This was the technique of a very tough time for

the town of Galwey and ite vicinity.

Ae I have stated before, up to37 men were murdered by
the enemy in that ares. The police were a tough }Jot. They
were, it might be Baid, supporied by a men named Igo, who
af terwardes beceme notorioua es being the chief gunman end
hired murderer of Dublin Castle. This man was & member of
the R.I.C. of some years' standing, aslthough I won't be
emphatic that he wae by any means en old man - he was hetween
30 and 40 years of age. He was a mative of North Mayc and
he came, 1t could be said, of bad Etnék. His father waes a
rate collector who embezzled a congiderable amount of public
money, about £600 or £700, by pretending to be held up by
ratepayers end that after a struggle he hed to hand over
the money to them. This was the class of an individuel Igo's
father wase It was discovered and proved againsi him that
he was not held up; he just simply tried to embezzle the cash.
He Bof s long gaol sentence. This happened about 1918. When
the Black and Tan csmpeign started, he was releasssd owing to
the son's services. He has been living in Britein since.

I heard a story abouy ;:;:rseantlw Tfrom a man who went to
the National School with him. This man told me that he was
ons of the most stupld boys in the whole echocl, but that
vhyesically he wae very strong for his age end was the bully
of the achool. He had one quelity thet we were aware of at
the time of the Tan struggle. He ;aa a dead shot, poasibly
the best shot in all Irelaend with a revolver and in weatern
language in those deye he was called a "two gun men', as he
could use the revolver %o advantage in each hend. He joined
the pblice fairly young and, of course, his standard of

education being low, he did not make much progress in them
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in pesce time. In other words, he gol mowhere, and he

wag embitious, end from what I have been told about him,

he was very crafty for money. The time of the conscription
crisis he made an effort to get in touch with our people
and he told some priest in Galway that he would come in.with
ue in the struggle sbout conscription. He professed himselfl
a8 being most enthusimstic on our side end a meeting was
arranged between him and our people in a house in Galway
town in 1918. Collins asked me could I get to see this man.
I seid I'd try and I went to this priest’s house where I
met him. There were two or three priests present, snd I
think there was some other one present, but I let the priest
do sll the talking. I was an interested spectator. The
next time I was in Dublin, Collins ssked me what I thought
of him and I saild I didn't think much of him. I sald:

"You want to be very careful and not have much to do with
that chep". The conclusion I came to was that this fellow
in the ordinary way haed not the ability to get promotion

end I came to the conclusion he was out to climb end that
he was noit going to be particular as to the methods he

used for that end. He wae to help orgsnise a movement in the
police in the event of conscription. He was friendly with

a lady who worked in a shop in Galway, the owner of which
haﬁpanéﬂ to be a distent relative of mine - Mra. 0'Donnell.
He would welk into the shop on a very busy day and take the
girl friend out. He used to bully Mrs. 0'Donnell in thet
wey and, as things had grown intense, she was afraid to do
anything sbout it. The next thing was that when the
"murder geng" in the Cestle was organised and got going

Igo }as brought up from Galway and placed as a;cnndﬂin-
command. The Commanding Officer of that gang wes an
Englishman nemed Hardy, sn ex-British officer, who, efter
the war was over and he was demobilised, blew whatever money

he got in the army and then got in with some sort of a crowd
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of gengeters and they tried to bring off something in the
nature of a robbery. Hardy was caught and got 7 years in
ganol., He was taken out of gaol to come to Irelend ard ’
take cherge of thie murder gang. He aecey%ed the offer.
Not being awsre of the conditions in Irelend, he said that
if he thought they wers going to be as terrible as they
wore he wouldn't have touched the job. The two of them
ran this murder gang, qnﬁ it is herdly necessary for me
to go into the history of that unit. They lived in the
CastYe and they never moved outside of it except in groups
of at least four or five. They kept that thing going for
about 18 months and they got extra well paid and I wase
told they got bonuses., Their method of opersiion was
wien curfew started at 10 o'clock they would come out in
groupe of five or six snd would go into the centre of the
city, 0'Connsll Street and around it. They would do this
gbout 9.30 and, when they got to the Fillar, to O'Connell
amﬁqearﬂ Parnell lonument, they would stsrt firing
revolvers in the air. I heard and saw them at this myself.
Of course, the crdinary pedestrian did noi realise that they
were firing in the air aend the firat effect of this was
penic to the people. They would etand at all corners of
the streets giving sccess to 0'Connell St. and whem people
got panicky, they commenced to run off Q'Conmell St. end
down side streets. They then concentrated on the running
people and, if ihey spotted one of them whom they thought
looked suspicious, they grabbed him end brought him to the
Ceetles and put him thrqugh a rough interrogastion. Sometimes
if the e xplanation seeﬂeﬂ gatiefactory, they let him go,
but LT they were not satisfied with his explanstion, they
kept him and sometimes they shot some of these mem. They
used elso bring an armoured car down acrose the bridge and
another up to the Parnell konument and stert firing guns
into the air.
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I want‘it to be clearly undersfood that this kang was
a speclal gang in itself, not attsched efither to the ordinary
police of the city, to the R.I.C., to the Auxiliaries or to
the Black and Tans. They were what we described as ''The
Castle Murder Gang", picked from the Auxiliaries and Black
and TenB, and in some cases, they got them from demobbsd
officers in England. Acting outside were the Auxiliaries
who had a large barracks cg:ﬁuilding which they used as =
barracks just behind Rethminee Town Hall. They had another
place somevhere at Whitehall. They hed at least two other
places in the city which I cannot think of at the present time
A8 the situation beceme more Intense they becsme more ruthless
and thorough in their methods end they tried sll sorts of
stunts to terrify the masse# of the people in Dublin.

To the c¢redit of the Dublin masses be it said they only
succeeded to a very limited extent. You.hed operations of
this description being tried: a crowd of regulsr soldliere
came out of the militery barracke in martial order - say
about 200 or 300. They came dovnr as far ae Collage Green,
Stephen's Green and 0'Connell Bridge. These formed into two
lines of what 1s celled 'single file', each soldier being
gbout 10 or 15 yards from the men behind him. They proceseded
to march down the strests keeping as close to the bulldings
a8 they could to give them room 0 walk holding their rifles
'at the ready'. They would march down from College Green.

I have ssen them go down as far as Findlater's Gﬁﬁrdh. I
have seen them again form into regular merching corder and
march back through the clty from where they atartedh
Occasionally in the march from College Green to Findlater's
Church they would gq} an order to halt and would uﬁ;ng ECTOBE
the street in double file and would hold up all the
podeetrians going north or south end Interrogate them end

xearch the man. At times they would be accompanied by lorries
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containing more troops and also a&n armoured car moving with
the rest and the lorriea would alsoc move with them. They
would keep this up for maybe two or three hours. Of course,
the result of it would be that all the people got off the
etreet as gulekly as they could in case anything might start
and, of course, that is what fthe whole manoeuvre was for,

to intimidate end terrify the populace.

They slso had parties moving about at night after
curfew. These wara:;:rmslay tenders ami, of course, anybody
they met on the street without a permit they brought to the
Ceetle for interrogation. Bvery night there were raiding
parties operating throughout the whole city and mo houee
could say or guarantee that it was immune from a raid.

The ssme conditions preveiled in eny country town as prevaeiled
in Dublin, the only difference wes that in the country towns
and districte they had not the troope st thelr disposal o
carry it out in as big & manner as in Dublin. This method
was more difficult to operate in the couniry and in many
ceses they were very nervy about it. They kept this going
from the period of "Bloody Sunday" until sbout the following
May, when things began to wear off a bit. Any time, In

fact, around the streets of Dublin, day or night, you could
not lmow but you might be searched and interrogated at ‘every
20 or 30 yards. Often what appeared to be ordinary
padﬁﬂiriana turned out to be British forces in civllian
clothes. Anyhody}thinking of this, will realise how difficult
i1t was to move around the.city, day or night, and especlally
to move war munitions from one place to enother or carry
documente, I, myself, had an experience which was fairly
typical of the period, There was a fight with soma of the

Miurder Gang" out of the Castle in which three of them were

shot near the Dolphin Hotel. That evening I had to go into
@ publichouse in Parnell St. It was a resort of our people

where you had a chance of meeting some of our principal
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officers, I had arranged an interview with s I;uan named
Fitzgerald who was attached to our Q.M.G's. staff. I went
down to his place that evening. It was down in that portion
off Parnell St. opposite Dominick 5t I wae golng in the
side door and I got hold of a door handle and pushed it in
front of me and I was awaere of a man pulling 1t from me in

a very rough way, and vhen I got inside the door, which was

e ewing door, I got e thump in the face. I loaoked up and
saw that it was an Auxiliary. I turned and tried to get out
and discovered there was snother man behind me who also hit
me, The two of them ueed me as a wﬂball for about 10 wmins
At laet I got away and a8 I came out the door I was hit again
and just outside the door were two more Auxiliaries with
drawn revolvers in their hands. The last fellow that hit me
drove me as far as the centre of the roasd where I fell.

I looked back and saw these two fellows with the revolvers
in their hanéia walting for me to get up. I had the good
sense to stey where I was and not to rise, and while this

wae heppening, & crowd of people were gathering. & number
of them were dealers in Dominick St. and some from Parnell St
They commenced denouncing the Auxiliarlies and sympathising
with me. I decided to let the Ernwﬂ surround me and get
between me and the two men at the door with the drawn
revolvers, and when I was setisfied that I was coversd by

the crowd, I ran up Dominick St. I entered a house which war
s Bap and the name was Reilly. I was covered with blood, enc
the barmaen washed my face and cleened the wounds, etc. end

he got a piece of sticking plaster for the cuts.

‘ That night I brought a load of stuff down the cm;.ntr-y
and the marmer in which I\got the gtuff to the reilway
station in Dublin was chiefly due to the Dublin Jarvey ';lhc
drove me in a side-car to the Broadstone stetion. I hed, &s

I have stated before, three or four friends on the staff of

SreeD
K W the Midland Great Western railway who aﬁgéz Yo me more than
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once. I brought this stuff up to what was then known as
the Locomotive Bnirance to the Bropadstone stsiion. Having
deposited the stuff over to ons of the staff, I took the
jarvey down to a publichouse and two or three of &he reilwsy
men came with us and we had a couple of drinks at the pub.
I paid the jarvey who showed great pluck that night,
becsuse Dublin wee thet day and night in a very excited
condition: The atmosphere was such that you felt that

HAD GonE
anything could happen. After the railway-men Eﬂiﬂﬁ,_*

my friend, Dan M,F‘%ho was an engine driver, told me
that it would be too dangerous to try to get ithe s{tuff on
at the ordinary loading point and he sgid thkatl we would
have to pull the stuff out to Liffey Junetiom, which we did -
four of us in all. We divided the s tuff into four loads and
walk;d along the permanent way ae far es Liffey Junction,
about two miles. At Liffey Junctiom Statlion there wee a
goods train waiting. I don't know the pame of the crew
but they certainly were very fine fellows. They got the
gtuff into a wagon end I went in with it and we set off
from Liffey Junetion for my native village in Co. Mayo; we
were 21 hroure iravelling. Fortunately I had a heavy coat
and & rug, but I can gesure you that travelling like this
is not the most comfortsble way in the world and not to be
recommended for & joy-ride. Ve hsd mo difficulty umiil

we came (o Athlone station and then we were startled and
penicky when a railway-man from the statlomr came out to
meet us st the entrasnce to the stastionr end conveyed the
information that the British military were searching all
trains, etc. from Dublin. I did not know what to do and I
did not went to ebandon the stuff, nor did I want to get
caught, or leave the reilway-men in the lurch. After some
discussion I said that I should stick it out and they said
they-would get the wagon I wes in out of the train. It was
sbout the centre of the train. They arranged to dump it as

a waiting wagon at the mein track on the side rum. The
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place, I wish it to be understcod, at Athlone, wae
ewarming with eoldiers. There were British military
sentries at all the key points of the atatlion where

goods or passengers who were passing were being held up
and examined for what we used to call conftraband, I

would wish the readser to understend what hsppened. The
wagon I wes in wes taken out of the train and dumped and
the train was ssarched and the wagon was put back again.
Therefore, I heve alwaye felt that these railwsy-men
certainly did their part well that nmight. How they did it
1 ﬁon't know! From where they dumped my wagon on & eide
track I could hear the search going on and I could hear
the British officers giving orders. Finelly, after about
three hours at least the military went away and, before
they went, ocur driver started kicking up a row with the
mill tary cnmmanﬂér, saying that he had to arrive in
Waestport by a certain hour, that i1 was most important

and that the militery commander was c¢eusing his delay.

" They were anything bui polite to each other. The

conversation wea carried on in what is described ae
barrack room slang. Finally, the military officer

told him that he could teke his so-and so trein out of
the etation if he liked.  They Lﬁan proceeded to get my
wagon into the train - how, I don't know - but they
succeeded. I arrived at my own statlon and, of course,
the whole staff of the station were 1l00% relisble from
our polnt of view, and the wagon wes taken out of the
train and shunted in to whet was known as the Goods
Store. From there the stuff was loaded and distributed

throughout the country from my home town.
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PURCHASE OF ARMS TN BRTTAIN.

The first trip 1 made to Britain to purchase gppyg

I got a letter of suthorisation from Michael Collins addressed
to old Neil Kerr of Liverpool. I understcod that this man,
Neil Kerr, senior, was then in charge of the acquisition of
arms in the north of Englend. The letter I got nédered Neil
Kerr to allow me %o procure all the arms I was able o get

and to afford me all the assistance in his power to do such

work.

I set about getting all the arms i could. leting oI
this euthority, I succeeded in getting what was considered
g consihdereble amount of arms. One thing I would like to
direct attention to is the fact that in even a nmrmal year
12,00C mem from Co. Mayo went %o Britein in the Spring of the
year and returned to Ireland on the approach of Winter. A
loct of those men, however, got married and seftled down in
Britain. I think I can say that I met men in Britain from
every paerish in the Co. Meyo who were willing to assist me
in the work I was doing, and a lot who did sesist me when it
wag within their power to do so. A& & consequence of this
I met with a considerable amount of success. At leest that
was the opinion of the men vho were engaged at this work in
Britain. Whet was my sstonishment th?n to learn that the
first cargo I sent to Ireland, instead of being sent o Mayo,
as I was led to believe it should be, wae sent to the south
of Irelgnd. It must be remembered that all the monsy 1
spent on the purchage of those arms was provided by the bayo
Brigades amd handed to me at a meeting held in my native
place, Balla, at which the four Brigades then organised in

the county were represented.

-

The authority given to me by Micheel Coliins on going
to Britsin wes very lmplicit in stating the purpcae of my
business in Britain and where the arms should go when I
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succeeded in procuring them, I complained to Paddy Dely

and old Neil Eerr and Hugh Earley, all of Liverpool, of what
had heppened to my consignment of stuff. I was told later,
by Paddy Daly, that the matter wvuiﬁ be set right. I sent a
second consignment, not as big as the first, a8 I was not at
all satisfied at the way thinge were working out ae far as
Co. Mayc requirements were concernsd. The same thing
happened in regard to my second argo. I then made up my mimd
to return to Irelend. I got back on a cettle boat from
Liverpool to Dublin. A man nemed Sherlock who, I understood,
was a native of Co. Sligo, procured my passage on the boat
and also saw that I got off the boat unnoticed &t Dublin.
This men wss an able a;aman. He worked principally on the
boats from London to Dublin. He mede qccasiunal trips from
Liverpool and Bristol. I man'tinned Eristecl before as a port
for export of arms to Ireland. Jack Sherlock sesmed 0 be
very nervous of Bristol a; he found that some of the dock
workers there were unrelieble and dangerous. We were afraid,
especially in this business, -that they would get on to our
system of export to Irelard and, threrefore, render it
impossible to send anything by boat to Ireland.

To go back agein to what I cen now describe as my
dispute with G.H.Q. ¥hen in Dublin, I disccversd 1 was
g;tting a considerable amount of police attention. I found
that it was very dangerous for me to get down to the west.
Railwaymen, friends of mine, told me that the E.ILG. were on
the lookout for me on the trains end advised me not to use
the train going to the west. I, therefore, sent word to
Co. Mayo with a trusty messenger - a man named Seamus Gibbons
I t61d him the whole situation as it stood snd asked him %o
get in touch with the Mayo Brigede officers amd inform them
of the position se I have outlined it. I told him %o inform
the officers that I hed still a considsrable sum of their
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money in my possession end to inform the officers that if I

worked in defiance of the authority of G.H.Q. I would have to

do 1t at a risk; that I might probably be placed under aerrest
by G.H.Q., brought back esnd courimartialled. I wished to
indicate to the officers that I was willing to teke my chances
in working independently of G.H.Q., as I knew that brigades
in Cork, Kerry, Tipperary and some of the midland counties
had agents working in defiance of G.H.Q. The brigadss met
agein in Mayo to discuss the situation. Gibbons was present
at the meeting. It waa proposed that I should cross ?a Britain
sgain end Gibbons strongly supported the proposal. The result
wae that the next man vho came to 8ee me from Mayo wes Tom
Kittrick. He wes then Q.M. to the Weet Mayo Brigade. KHe
conveyed to me that I wes to cross to England again and that
vefore I left for Bnglapd a man would come to me from Meyo
with more money. A man named Pet Fallon came along. He was

s native of my home town and local Battalion Q.M. end he hed

a considerasble amount of money with him, something about £600.
Most of that money was from the South Mayo Brigade of which
Balla was part.

Fellon end I crossed to London, also Joe Goode, whom I
have elready referred to as being connected with Gathal
Brugha's mission to London as one of the expeditionary force.
Goode introduced me %o a good meny of the London I.R.a. who
were working on the procurang of amme; to his own brother-in
law, Joe Browne, s London-born Irishman; to "Blimey" ¢'Connor's
family, who were all very much mixed up with &ll I.R.A.
activities. The brothers Carr were also contacted. Tie got
a certein smount of material from the Carrs. 4L got this
consignment shipped from London to Dublin and I moved from
London to Liverpool accompanied by Felleon. Fallon returnsd
to Ireland from Liverpool. I cannot remember now if I went
with him, but if I 4ié, I returned again to London 1n & short

space of time. Browne (Goode's brother=in-law), who had noi
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taken much pert in the purchase of arms before this timse,
told me in a few conversations I had with him that hse could
get a number of revolvers end revolver ammunition. I told
him.ﬁn go ahead and get all he could. The result was that
Browne opened two sources of supply through my exertions im
London. Unfortunately, his contacts could only provide
revolvers, From one scurce we used to get & new .45 revolver
every week. This increased to two per week, and eventually
the number per week rose to seven or sight. At the beginning
in London, ammunition wes not as easy to get as the guns.
With the assiatence of & man I knew in London, by the name
of Sullivan, .who was in London repressenting Cork Brigades,

T made en arrangemsnt whereby we cculd awasp - he getting some
of my gune, end I getting some of his ammunition. Sullivan
and I were anxious to know where the guﬁﬁ were coming from.
We started investigating to find out the source from which
the guns were procured by Browne. The procedure in getting
the guns was that Brown introduced ue to the propriefor of a
little bric-a-brac shop where the guns were handed to us and
we handed over £3 for esch gun. This was only a fraction of
their cost price. In & couple of comversations I had with
this shop owner I discovered in the first plece that he wae
not Bnglish and, in the next place, that he was a very well-
read and well-educated man, thoroughly conversent with ’
international affairs, and he gave me very accurate forecasis
of things sbout to happen in the internationsl sphere. IHe
always maintained $ha$, in conversatiocn with us, that Englend
was in such a position that she would have to make a genuine
attempt to settle the Irish question, and that 1t was up to
the Irish themselves to screw all they wanted out of her.

I could not say what race he belonged to. He had at least

a conversational knowledge of mine languages. I found out
his linguistic ebility from an English Journalist who once
gaw 0'Sulliven end myself leaving this man's shop. He asked
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ue gbout our knowledge of the man and told us that he was
an extraordinary charecter and described to us his linguistic
accomplishments. He later found out that this agent of ours
wes what i8 known as a “fence"™ - a dealer in stolen goods -~
and that jewellery wes one of his specislities. On ons
occasion, when spproaching the shop, we saw a police
inspector in uniform coming out of it, which alesrmed us very
much. We pessed the shop, as we were afraid to go into it.
Brovne, when we told him later of the police ainspector's
visit to the shop, laughed at our fears and %tcld us it was
all right and, as a guarantee of that fact, gave us the
startling informaetion that the police inspector was the

source of supply to the shop.

About that time, we began to receive from the same shop
perfectly new parabellum pistols and a plentiful Bupﬁly of
smmunition for them. The guns and ammunition cama from a
factory in the neighbourhood of Paris. All the packing and
labels on both guns and smmunition bore French labels.
Further, the boat which landed them in London was a French
boat croesing to Bngland at least once per week, and some

weaks oftener.

I had a couple of addresses of placea in the north of
England which I intended to contact when I had the sffairs
in London working to my satiafasction. I left Lomndon and
went to Manchester first stop. One of the first people I
contacted there was Pat Fallon's brother, who had been
conscripted into the British ermy during the 1914-18 war.
I stayed a few days with him. He was a bit broken down in
health, having contracted T.B. during his military service,
He was given a small job, He introduced me %o the maﬁag&r
of @ publichouse in Corporation St. Manchester, named

Anderson, -a native of Ballaghaderreen, Co. Mayc. He also
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introduced me to a family in Reader St. named Finegan.

I think I got both those contacts working end in two weeks'
time returned to them, when both parties had some guns fnr me
ineluding five rifles. From Menchester I travelled %o
Liverpool. There wes a great crowd of Mayo men in the I.R.A.
in Liverpool. I think there were more Mayc men in the
Liverpool I.R.A. than from any other county. The men who
principally essisted me there were Willie Malone, Westport,
Tom Tighe, Ballycastle, ... Barrett, a teacher who was
sacked from a school in Ireland for his political activities.
I mlso met Hugh Barly, now a_Garda im Dublin; two or three
brothers nemed Martin, who worked as taeilors in Liverpool.

I slso contacted a big man nemed Collins, whe subsequently
held comissioned rank as a Captain in the Irish army.

I pramad‘gghipped a considerable quantity of stuff from
Liverpool to Dublin vhilst I was there.

The next place 1 went to was Sheffield and from there
to Bredford. I made contact with a man named Benson who was
most useful to me in procuring arms. %When I got the stuff
I wes faced with the difficulty of obtaining a safe place
for atoring it, and Benson introduced me to the principal of
the Christian Brothers Schoole in Bredford, who helpsed me by
pafely taking charge of my & tuff, This school later beceame
one of the principal "dumps" for munitions in that part of
England. Benson also put me in touch in Leeds with a man
named McHamara, who procured &rms for me end also stored
them, This McNamara had a brother in Dublin Castle who
co—operated with Eamon Broy and gave valuable information
to the I.R.A. Intelligence. Benson wee a Roscomnon man
from the neighbourhood of Boyle. He put me in touch with
e man named Quinn, who ;as what could be considered & big
bueiness-man. He wae maneging director of a multiple shop

firm, Mason's, with many business premises around Birmingham
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district with over 60 shops under his control. Quinn was
a fine type of & successful Irishman. He never took any
pert in politice in the ordinsry way. I was 1ntroduced to
Quinn by Benson, who told me that .Quinn, a native of
Longford-Leitrim bordsr district, took no previous part in
Irish politicas. When I first met Quinn I gave him Benson's
letter of introduction. He srranged that I should go to his
home with hiﬁ that evening after he finished his day's work.
At his home he told me he would be able t¢ put me in touech
with some person connected with the B.S.A. arms firm. I
remained with him that night and I went with him the next
morning from his home at a place named Dashwood Heath into
the town of Birmingham.

When he arrived at his office he gave me the names ami
addresses of a few men who, he believed, wsré memberse of the
I.R.A. He stated that he was not an I.R.A. man himself, but
that he knew those men he was sending me to as decent,
relisble men., He advised me to come back to his office ebout
12.15 p.m. that dey, which I did. Shortly after I returned,
a8 advieed, he took me into an inner office and there tock

up & cardboerd box end opened it and shoved me eight
perfectly new pa::ahanm pietols, with a packet of ammunitior
for each plstol. ~He told me that a friend of his from the
B.S.A. firm wae calling to hié office asbout lunch %ime end
thet the three of us would have lunch together. I told Quin
that I rn&lﬂ have to procure a handbag to carry the atuff, a
1 went out and got a cheap bag to suit my purpose. On my
return I found Mr. Quimnn's friend from the B 8.A. Company

in the office and the three of ue had lunch together. Mr.
Quinn"e friend was the person who procured the ?arabelluma
from the B.S.A. Company. Mr. Quinn peid him for the guns
and, as far as I know, Mr. Quinn wes never pald -~ at lesBt

I did not pay him.
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A parabellum pistol is & felrly heavy weapon and when
a person has to deal with eight pistols and 50 to 60 rounds
of ammunition for each, the lot makes a rather heavy load.
I had bought a chesp travelling bag for the purpose of
conveying those guns to London and I packed the stuff into
the bag and hed 1t conveyed to the railway station in
Birmingham. I placed the bag in a luggage ack and took my
seat in a carriage fairly crowded by peapla'%ﬂpappearad to
me all English. Everything went all right until we arrived
et 8 junction at which we had to change for a London train.
Then I attempted to teke the bag off" the rack the handle came
off as the welght of the beg wes too grest. Fortunately
it happened in this way, es if the handle had held until I
got the bag off the rack it might have perted and allowed
the bag to drop on the floor and the probsbility then would
be the disintegration of the bag.

I procesded to remove the bag with both hands from the
rack vhen a typicel member of the British middle class, who
appeared t0 be a commercisl treveller of between 50 and €0
years of age, spreng to my essistence vhen he saw I was in
difficulties with the beg,and got hold of one end of the bag.
My difficulty now was that the Bnglishman, if he realised
the grest weight in the bag, would get susplcicus of me and
the bag. I tried to dissusde the man from helping me and
I struggled to prevent him getting the bag. It took all my
gself=control to avoid giving myself away, e & loss of temper
would have been fatal as he might get suepicious and call in
a policeman. In the end I convinced him that I wae capable
of menaging the bag myself. VWhen I esrrived in London at
Merylebone Station I got e ceb and drove to the digs at which

I had arrenged to stay.
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SECOND VISIT TO ENGLAWND TO PURCHASE MUNITIONS.

, On this journey I wes deliberately discheying G.H.Q.'s
ordere, &s I was acting independently of G.H.Q. 1In this +
second mission I was fortunate in the fact that a lot of Mayo
men were then domiciled in Britain. I hed a lot of contacts
through them snd I got great assietance from them. The
method of acquiring arme adopted by G.H.Q. waee haphazard and
depended & lot on chance. Anywhere guns could be procured
they were purchased or otherwise obteined. Their system of
importing arms wae well orgenised and no 1&35&5 took place;
Their system of control of the arms was good and, in many
inatences, unfair, es most of the arms waré sent to active
areas, 80 that areas vwhere 8 scarcity of arms exisied

eould not carry out opesrations without arms.

Tn 81), I went to England on three or four occeslons.
I purchaesed guns 8ll over Englend. I had dumpe in Shefrfield,.
Liverpool, Leeds and London. In all, the total quantity of
arms I purchesed was gbout 400 weapons (rifles, automatics
end revolvers). Some of those arms were s tolen fram the

B.8.A., Company in Birmingham.

Prom my experience in England I would like to point out
where G.H.Q'e system of collecting arms in Britain was faulty.
Some of the agents were useless and showed a lack of
initiative, waiting mogily for guns to come in instead of

getting out and looking for them.

"I wag so successful in my efforts thet en order was
gent from G;H.Q. to Bnglend to arrest me for disobeying G.H.Q
ordera. The people in Bngland u@o mattered and were
connected with me at this time in my work when the G.H.Q.

order arrived would not have it and told G.H.Q. 80.

Paddy Daly (now Dr. Daly, Army Medical Corps) wag
then in charge of the north of Englend and had full control



- .

-

130.

for G,H.Q. of the handling of grms and their shipment to
Ireland. He did his work efficiently and courageously and

was an outstanding men who took grest risks.

x

All the arms I purchased 1n Britesin were commandeered
by G.H.Q. on their arrivel in Dublin, and none of the guns

got to Co. Mayo.

One of the men who gave me great help wes a London=Iriah
man nemed Joseph Goods, whom I contacted in Balla where he
was working es an elecirician. I found: thaet this man could be
meoet useful and I arranged with him %o accompany me to England
a8 a contact men in London. Goode originally came to Dublin
in 1916 and took part in the Rising. He subsequently got work
with Dockrell, Ltd. & an slectrician. He gave me moet
valueble help in London. I steyed with kias people, and the
success of my efforts in London was to e greet extent due to
bim and to his brother-in-law, Joe Browne, an ex~British army
man, who hsed a smali: business premises near EBuston Btation.
Browne had"a brother-krSgegly vhose name I forget. He also

gave me great help.

-

Immediately after the question arose, G.H.Q. were aaked
to get to work on the problem of getting arms and an
organisation was started in Britain. Sam lMeguire of London,
who then held the renk of 0/C. Britain - a sincere, energetic
men — was apparently put in charge. Michael Collins and
Richard Mulcehy went to London and saw Meguire. Gean Russell,
who was later - if not them - Director of Munitions,
travelled back snd forwsrd to Britain on several occasions.
Thise effort to obtain a reasonable supply of arms in Britain

did not meet with the success that the Executive expscted.

I cannot express myself too strongly abcrui; the futile
efforts made to procure amme. The apparent feilure of G.H.Q.

to procure arms for the Volunteers caused widespread
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resentment all over the country. The argument used by G.H.Q,
when questioned on their apparent failure, was that they had
got an organisation going in all districts in which arms could
be procured in Grest Britain manned by picked men. Most of
these men were of Irish descent, born in Britain, whose
business 1t was to get erms andgfend them acroes to Irelend.
That there were very efficlient men in this organisetion

there can be no denying; men such as Sam Maguire of London,
two Carr brothers of London, Hugh Berley of Liverpool, and
Paddy Daly of Liverpool - now Dr. P. Daly. Men like these

did all in their power to procure armms, but they did not s;am
to meet with the success expected of them. There were other
men in this organisation who did not pull theilr weight. Thert
were others whose activities gave rise to greve suspicion,

a8 large sume of money were unaccounted for in placea liks
Manchester and Glasgow. On account of G.H.Q's meagne efforts
to cbtein arms, country brigades themselves took ovar the

41

work of collecting arme in Britain. .

Bhen I was in Engleand I met men there from various
brigades in this country whose business there was the
purchase of arms in d efiance of G.H.Q. orders. My impression
at the time I met these men was that any brigade in the
country worth ite salit would take the initiative of
procuring arme into it8 own hands. There seemed to be nothing
being ettempied by G.H.Q. agents, and it mould not have been
for lack of money. There wes plenty of money a? the disposel
of DAil Bireann. I do not think that the army was ever
hampered by DALl Bireenn in respect of cash for purchasing
arms. I remember a prominent member of D4il Bireann, William

Sears, informing me that the question of providing funda for

. army purchases was discussed at a meeting of D&il RKireann

end that £50,000 was vataq for this purpese in mid-~1920,

and that more would be voited, if necessary.
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On this questlon I suspect that there were membsrs of
Dail Eireann who were not keen on the activities of the Armf;
I would not suggest that they were actively opposed to the
Army policy, but I suepect thaﬁ they were nervous that Army
activities would cause them political embarrassment. Arthur
Griffith would be the leeder of this poant of view in Da1l
Eireann, aleo Kevin Q'Higgins and, I think, J.J. 0'Kelly *
(8ceilg), was not happy ebout Army policy at the time.

Undoubtedly a large sum of money allotted for the
purchase of srme in Britean wes unaccounted for - about
£10,000 to £12,000 approximately.. It% 18 only fair to the
men concerned in the purchese of arms to say that their side
of the story could be truthfully explainsd by saying that
a Btrict detailed account of expenditure could not be kept.
Any person of common sense will admit that written records
tof ths purchase of war material for Irish rebels %o be used
against His Majesty's government in Ireland could not safely
be kept. Such documents would be dynamite; not alone would
such documente involve danger to the person on vwhom they
were capturaed, but they would alsc involve danger to all
persons nemed. The men engaged in transporting arms from
place to place would also bs 1nvé}ved. The éen who helped
to put the material on the boats for Ireland and the seamen
who tock charge of them on the boat would elsc be involved,
and the men who handled the material in Irelend would have

to be mentioned.

It must be borne in mand that all the men having any
connection with the purchase, transport, shipping and
handling the importation of war material to Ireland were
working men without any financisl resources, who had to get

cash to cover, at least, all out-of-pocket expenses.

The racent great war, where millions were spent from

day to day, will give some idea of the costliness of provading
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the sinews of war. Even small nationg like liorway spent money
laviehly. When such axsmples are evident, it is ridiculous to
expect that e few thousands, which appesred to be missing when
accounts are being checked, should cause so much Eu%piClﬂn
then and sirnce. The vest majority of the moen working at
procuring war materiel were both honest and sincere, end the
imposeibility of providing a strict account of how the cash
waa disposed of leaves men -~ the most honest of them - open to

challenge when charges of mal-appropriation of funds are made.

I will try and give an outline of the scheme or system
generally adopted to provide arms in Britain. I would first’
make it clear to any perscon reading this that there was no such
thing as a system_established or working by which a Volunteer
officer from eny part of Irelend could simply communicate with
the Quartermester Genergl of the I.R.A., reguesting that he
be supplied with so many rifles and ammunition for them, or
revolvera or explosives or machineg guns, or any other class of
war material. Arms were obtained by the units throughout
Ireland by purchasing them wherever theg could hé bought -
from any person willing to sell. The next great source wae the
procuring of arms from members of the enemy forces, alither by
purnhaaa‘nr by getting them from men sympathetic to the national
movement; also stealing or cepturing them from merbers of the

enemy forces during sttacks on patrols or on their barracks.

There was an organisation for the procurement of arme bullt
up in Grest Britain from the members of the I.R.A. They were
Irishmen born in Ireland or of Irish descent resident ain Briiair
who worked under the authority of Sam Meguire, London O/C. I.R.&
Britain, who organised groups in most big cities and towns ineclu
ing London snd especially around military centres such ag
Aldershot, Sslisbury Plain and other localities of that class.
Groups were glso an exiatence in big &@pport towne such as

Liverpool, Southampton, Glasgow, Briesitol;, Birmingham, where
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armament factories exlisled, and Newceastle-on-Tyne were slac

linked up.

As far as 1 know, the principal rorts where arms and war
material were received in Ireland were, first, nub.lin Port,
second, Cork, end occasional cargoes GEI;,'IEI through at Waterford.
A suvbstential smount of stuff came through Belfast. How th::ta
wae managed I do not know. Some stuff came through Derry Port,
posaibly more than through Belfast. A considersble amount came
through Dundalk and Drogheda. I never sent stuff through to ‘
any port but Dublin. I heard, howsver, that the workers on the
boate calling a2t Dundalk, Drogheda and Newry porie wers
sympathetic and handled munitions when called on. A small
guantity of stuff went into Slige ports A5 far as I could

learn, this port wes used tc supply neighbouring northern aress

The methods of procuring the munitions in areas in Bnglaend
were as follow:- It was the business of the members of the
orgenisation who were working at this Job Jin Bri tein, and in
fact, every member of the I.R.A. in Britain, no matter whether
he was specially detailed for the work or not, to be on the
alert constantly to spot arme or wer msterial whe::l'evar it
could be procured. The men epecially engseged on the work gawve
what might be styled as close an e xamination ;aa was in their
power %o the shops and premises of gunsrili'ﬁha and dealers of
firearms. Pawn shops and places of that description were to
get attention and &1l arms were to bs purchased or t aken.

A special effort was made to get in touch with soldiers in
military centres and with sailors in navel centres. An eye
was also kept on such organisations as rifle clube, iterritorisl
drill halle, etc. In a few cases, small raids were carried

out on such pleces, but nothing of much consegquence was
obtained as a result of those operations. A dribble of
firearms and smmunition poured into what we would call the

v

depots, for want of a better neme. I discovered 1in knocking
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about England that some of the men in areas where great
activity was supposed to exist in the procurement of arms
that the men engaged were teking thirngs very easy. I found
there was & 1ot of what can be described as laziness. There
was 8 lot of telk golng on and tho political side of the
national movement in Britain known e the Self-Determination
League, was very active in their special job, carrying out
all the propaganda they could, holding public demonsirations,
collecting money of which they forwarded large sums 1o

Dublin.

1 certainly, looking back on it, have e great
admirstion for the work dons by at least middle-aged men and
women. A gréat many of those people had been out of Ireland
for 30 to 40 years.' A laerge number of them were born in . |
Britaein of Irish perents. I would certainly say that those
people deserved the gratitude of the Irish people at home.
As far as they were concerned, they gave unselflish service
to the Irish cause. I have said so much about this because
I came acrose I.R.A. men who were doing very little

themselves, compleining of those people and criticising

them, which I considered most unfelr.

I have said thet everywhere firesarms could be obtained
that it was the business of the members of the I.R.A. to
take steps’ to procure them. The arms, when procured, were
gtored in the houses of friendly Irish people or in the
business premises of people of this cless, such s&s, for
instance, Hughes of Liverpool, big grocers with branch
ghops spread over districts in the north and midlends areas
of Englend. The HughesSmade a practice of employing only
Irishmen in their business houses, shop assistante, van é&riv
drivers, stc. Those men were very useful to us as they
helped me more than once end stored materiel for me and

transported stuff in their vans. VWhen the s tuff was
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collected in vwhat I cen describe as the interior of Britain,
it had, of course, to be transmitted to some big.aeap9rt
vhere 1t could be transferred to Ireland.

No member of the I.R.A. wae supposed to go to Britain
to procure var meterial of any sort without the permission
of G‘-th,-

DESCRIBING HO®W MUNITIONS WERE SHIPFED TO IRELAND
AND DISTRIBUTED TO VARIOUS AREAS.

I will describe the methods of shipping a cargo of war
material from London {o Dublin. The cargo contained ahout
66,000 rounds of smmunition of wvarioue calibres for rifles
and emall arms, a number of rifles, sbout 22 - not all Lee
Enfields, sbout 30 revelvers of various soris; elsc included
were seven rifles used for shooting big geme. The amount of
emmunition for theose was limited, about 30 rounds for esch
rifie, Together with above stuff was included dry batteries,
principally used for exploding elsciric detonators, and much
gought for by the I.R.A. for exploding land mines. Those
batteries were procured by Irishmen working in coslmines op
on big constructionel operations where blasting wes carried
out and stolen by Irishmen from their works at considerable
personal risk as they were under strict conirol es the firpm
using them had to obtain a licence to get them. The man
using them had %o obtain them from the Works Office and sign
a docket for the article before—he got the use of it. He
ueed to return the article %o the office and sign for its
return and get a receipt for it. Those batteries were very
portable. They were in a strong leather case made like a
very large camera. The case had a lock on it. The man using
the tattery hed the key for the lock. A etrong leather strap
was attached o the cese and ¢ould be carried slung on the

shoulder like a camors.
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All this stuff was ineluded in this particular cargo
shipped from London. We went down to the London docke where
the Irish boat berthed for the departure to Ireland. Whem we
arrived there oppositie the docks was & publichouse which was
controlled by a strange combination. A Jew was menager aend
he was married to an Irish.Roman Catholac girl. ©She was
violently Irish and violently Catholic. The Jew, like all
his mce, was cuie and well able to conceal his feelings.
There was no doubt however sbout his love for his wife ard
the wire induced her husband fto give us all the famcilities
his house afforded. Those facilitiee included wvisits from
Irish sailors to discuss ways and means. The wafe received
messages and tpa house was used for preparing the packsasges
for shipment. The Jew's attitude was that he knew nothing

aboul what was going on and would not discuss those matters. .

At that time in the dock area in London the sanitary
arrangements were primitive, to sey the least of 1t. There
wes & lavatory inside the dock gates for the use of the dock
workers and the shaip hands going in and out. Inside the gate
was a policeman. There was another policeman outside the
gate; inside the gate also, in a little cubiele , woere an
@xcise msn or two. Those excise men were on duty at all
hours night and day. There was also at least one Scotland
Yard man (detective) hanging around. You will see the
considerable difficulty of getting anything either in or out

of this London dock without exsminetion.

The syatem adopted wes that a man left the pub and went
into the lavatory inside the gate. He met there a man
working on the perticulsr Irish boat by whieh we were sending
the stuff. The ‘excise men would not allow any man from the
boat through the dock gates without examination. 8Strange es
it may seem, they were not as particular sbout people from

the shore going through the gate to the docks inside. There-
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fore, when a man went into the lavatory from ocutside the
gate no particular notice was taken of him. A man going
from the pub into the levatory could carry as much stuff
concealed on his person as would not be nmtich by any of
the -gate watchers. He went to the cubicle in the lavatory
end hisfriend from the buaéitnuk the g tuff fer him and
coneealed it on his own person. The wrapping% wers
specially prepared %o facilitata rapid tranafer from one
person to another., The result was that the stuff was
transferred on to the boat by this alow prmceée. Te rush
matters would invite ﬁisaater. In the case of the rifles -
theee, when reduced to their broken-down condition, were
rather bulky, but were still concealable on a person of
sulteble proporiions., When the stuff was gof on board,
instesd of hging hid in secret receptacles, th? stevedores
who directed the loading of the boat - and vho| vere almost
all Irishmen, or of Irish descent, or of strong Irish
aympathies - had the invoices of all cargo gni#g on"the ships.
A list of packages or cases of goods - wmmsbieme golng to
Ireland - was copied from the menifest and those particular
cases were opened s}jghtly snd in an unnhticeaﬂla way. The
munitions were packed into these ceses in such}manner a8 not
to affect the weight of any particular case or package to a
noticeable degrsa., When the boat arrived in Dublin, or any
other Irish port, there were men there expecting the cargo.
The men in charge bf the cargo of munitions wase, in pogsession
of a copy of the magnifest on which was marked the particulér
cases or packages containing the ammunition. FHe handed his
list to the man in charge in the Irish harbour ;aiting to
receive the munitions. In unloading the boat this man, with
the assistance of the Irish stevedore, unloadedllt in such a
manner that the parcels or cases containing munitions wers
placed in & safe place in the harbour stores, first, thet they

would be safe, and secondly, thet they would be sccessible,
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g0 that men coming inio the store that night would know where
to logk for the munitions and remove them.. The extraordinary
feature of efforts to import army stores into Irish ports was
that the British suthorities were well aware of this traffic
anl made great efforts to capture cﬂnsignmﬁnts.r The docks

in Dublin and at other portsa were subj)ect to frequent raids
and searches and, as far as I have heard, they never made

any captures., The reader will notice in my description of the
work of shipping arms into thas country that great attention
wag given to detail and the conclusion may be arrived at

that too much detsrl work was involved. On consideration

it will be seen that all this close dstarl wes absolutely
necesgary; all the time whilet the struggle was on we werse
very nervous that the Braitish suthorities would get on to

our syetem, a8 the most intense searching that could he
peesitle in the ordinary  way wes cerried on continually by
the British. They never found any arms as faer as I know on

any of the boats coming into Irish harbours. )

The nature of their search wes as follows: The moment
a Bhip d;cksd at an Irish harbour she was gquarentined by the
British until she was sgarched. GSometimes, I haliev&, they
went ocutside the harbour im motor launches and boarded the
ghips t0 prevent anything being disposed of before the ships
docked. In searching the ship, they searched every nook and
corner in the vessel - the cosl bunkers, the lifeboats, tﬂé
crew's querters, crew's luggege end clothes. The officers’
quarters were also searched, as were those of all passengers
- Irish or English, men or women. In fact, nothing that could
be thought of was overlooked, with the exception of the cargo
comprising all classes of goods or merchandise coming*into
this country, of which we took sdvantage. It never seemed
to occur to them t0 search the cargo. It will be seen by this

why we took such care in placing our stuff in the carzo amni
[

why esuch involved detail in planning was 0 necessary. Too
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high a tribute cannot be paid to all the workere helping us
ocn the boats for the unselfish and courageous manner in
whlch they worked, risking theilr livelihood and their lives

or liberty.

I think I have describved fully the methods used - to my
knovledge — in importing arms, end the great difficulties
which had to be surmounted. There may have been other mesans
and plans used %o import arms, but I have no knowledge of
them. It can be easily recognised thet if the British
undertook ths work of ssearching the cargoes of every ship
coming into this cnuntr;r‘the task would be so gigantic that
the whole of the British armed forces in Ireland would be
necessary %toc do the work properly. If the British got arms
concealed in the cargo of boata it would be wvepry difficult
for them to connsct any personh or perscns with the
raa?nnslbility for importing them. It would be a farcical
gituation if the Eritlsh hed %o charge soms o0f the biggest
importing houses in Dublin, for instance, with the
importation of arms, as most of these houses were péanritish

in outlock and void of any Irish sympathies.

The distrivution of the armms throughout Irsland when
they were landed in porits such as Dublin had to be undertaken
by the men f rom the different brigades ereas coming up to
Dublin and taking them over from the G.H.Q. men and
tranaferring them to their own aress as bhest they could.
From once the men from brigade areas took pogsession of the
arms, G.H.Q. held them responsible for their safety, and it
was a serious matter if arms were lost in transit. From
the beginning I, myself, conveyed whatever supplies I got
to Co. Mayo by travelling with the stuff. The railway
workers gave me every assistance in their power and, from
my experience of the railway workers, they deserved the

gratitude of the Irish people, as it was by their essistance
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and help that we were able %o travel all over Ireland and
convey Btuff to each of the 32 counties. The outstanding
railwey men who comes to my mind in conmec¢tion with ﬁhlﬂ work
on the route from Dublin to Co. Mayo was Paddy Dsly, a native
of Athlone, dretrict checker on the lins from Athlons to
Weatport. The man who took from Dublin to Athlone wes named
Joe Henigen, a native of Ballina. They were exceptionsl men
and stood up to all classes of denger. They were both under
the suspicion of the British authoritiea end were being

conetantly searched and interrogseted.

Whilst I wae passing through Mullingar by rail going to
Dublin on one occasion, I saw Henigan being severaly beaten
by auxiliaries at Mullingar Station. In faet, he wee battered
into unconsciousness by the butts of revolvers in sn sffort '
by the auxilieries to get information from him. Daly was
treated in the s ame manner on a couple of c¢ccasions. It could
be said of both those men, as far as I know, that they never
lost a man a parcel of munitions or a daspatch entrusted to
their care all during the Tan wer pericd - that 15, any man
who followed their advice snd ;nﬂtructinns wes perfectly safe

in their ocare.

There was a case of & man named ... Howley from Gelway,
who travelled by traln end was shot dead at Broadstone Station
in Dublin as & result of not taking Henigen's advice.

Henlgen advised Howley to get off the traln before it came
into the station and had the train slowed down to enable him
to de s0, but he refused to do so. A colncidence of the
Howley shooting was thet one of the principal men at his
shooting was himself shot shortly afterwards in or sbout

the same place.

Going back again to the obtaining end distribution of
arms I cennot be too emphatic in stating that there was really

no system established which could be called & system to obtain
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earma and even the distribution was 'chancy'. It might be
said, with reason, that it wes probgbly better s system

did not exist because if there was one the chance was always
there that the enemy might get knowledge of the system ard
of course any gsystem cen be smashed if tackled in the

Proper Waye The system really amounted to groups of men
in the diﬁfarent quarters in Britain. They simply tried by
investigation of a sort to obtain lmowledge of anyone in

the areas who was poscesged of arms. It might be an
ex-goldier who brought his rifle with him when he left the
army, or it might be a shopkeeper or hardware merchant who,
by accident or otherwise, happensd to get possession of a
rifle or a few rifles and wae willing to sell them for a
price. Occasionslly it did happen in cne or two places

they got in contact actually with members of the British arm;
wviho were Irish or had Irish sympathies who passed out an odd
weapon to them, bﬁt only an odd one, or who sold 1%, and

in these sources of supply there was always & tremendous
risk in obtaining them, because the possibilily was always
there that the men from whom you bought or obtained a gun

would give you away. You had to take' that chance.

The distribution of them in most ceses followed on
those linss that sll the guns obisined were transferred to
the dock or porte like Liverpool, Southampton, London,
Manchester Canal, or to Glasgow, or along tlhie Clyde generall;
There was & surer source of supply along the Clyde then
than anywhere becsuse there was a great Irish copmunity in

1t who, as far as I knew, wers very patrioiic and would
run risks to teke chancee. @When the guns landed in Irelend
they had to be distrabuted through the country end great
cere had to be taken. O©One of the moxt common methods adopte
wae to get hold of e man ain the Transport Services in Dublin
end, where possible, say, if they wanted to send stuff to

the town of Athlone, in that case the Transport man got the
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names of the principal merchants in Athlone, wholesale ami
reteil deslers as they were, and when the shopkesper's own
goods were being forwarded to them, the weight was obtained
from the Traneport Office and the cases were opened, and a
certain amount of ammundtion and weapons deposited in the
manner the goods might-be placed in these cases, care being
taken that the cases were not being overlcaded; care being
aleo taken that when they arrived at their destination the
right person opened them snd, generally, that was not the
shopkeeper. Some smusing incidents occurred. This occurred
gbout & certain shopkeeper in the midlends who once uétainad
a case of herdware from the locel railway station. The case
was opened under his own supervision snd vhen opened

it was disclosed that the case contained revolvers, ammunitio:
and bombs at which the shopkeeper became very miuch alarmed
and excited, and bhefore anybody could step in, he ren up to
the locel police barracks and reported the matt&r. While hs
was gone to the barracks the assistents, who were Volunteers,
removed the stuff and had got 1t out of the house to soms
safe ﬂump' 8o that when the police arrived there. wes no trace
of the guns or war meterial, with the reault that the police
turned on the shopkeeper and a ccused him of being drunk,

and he was a very sober man. Some of the stuff was actually
brought from Dublin by car. One of the factors, of coursse,
that helped the dlsiraibution of stuff from Dublin or any

other blg port wes what was known sg the lhlunition Strike. #

At a8 period in the Struggle for Independence when the
British suthorities were distributing troops throughout
Ireland and arranging and re-arranging them there was, as a
consequence, a constant stream of militery on the trains.

As the Struggle hecame intensified and got the full support
of the Irish Lsbour Movement, the Trades Unions dealing with

the railways mede a declaration thet, in future, they would

.
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not carry any more troops or war material on the treins. The
regull was a8 follows: Traeins going to Galway used to travel
as far as Athlone. Trains going to Mayo used to travel as
far as Castlerea. When the train arrived at Castlsrea th
military were there to hoard?:nd immediately fhey boarded it
the reilway workers got off the train, i.s., the driver,
fireman, guard end checker, and refused to go any further.

I have seen the railwaymen being hammared by the police and
soldiers and refusing to budge, and it was en extraordinery
sight to ses the detachment of military lined up on the
platform fully armed and these three or four ordinary workmen
getting of f and {eilling them they would not bring them sny

further,

The railwaymen, in my opinion, ceme out of the mational
struggle with honour and they have a pright, as Irishmen, to

be proud of their behaviour.

I have seen a men of between 50 and 60 years, a driver,
being battered and kicked around the platform by a British
military officer and an auxiliarylﬂfricer, and the revolvery
being put into his mouth and he still refusing to budge. .

It is right to say that practically all communications from

Dublin to eny part of Ireland — from the Irish Army heedquarters

were cerried by these railwaymen.

One night I came down from Dublin at the stant of the
Munition strike with a load of war materiel. Through samﬁ
miechance I had forgotten about the strike. When I got to
Castleree it wee dark snd when the trsin stopped the usual
proneﬁure started -~ the military mesrched onto the platform
end the crew got off and refused to travel any further.

I then realised the position I was in; what was I do and how
to get the stuff awey? The station was full of soldiers am
@ certaln number of police. I% started to rain, which, i

believe, helped me. I hed srranged before I left Dublin that
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a man named Doherty from Basllaghaderreen was to help me at
Castlerea Station. A4t the station I looked ocut but could see
no sign whatever of Doherty. I thought at first he had funked
it eand T did not know what to do, becsuse I could not very well
walk away and leave the stuff after me. After some considera-—
tion I decided I would chance it and I took the bag of stuff
in my hand and walked acrose the pletform, climbeé the bridge
and came down the other side. Passing through the doorway
into the reilwey station in the passege were six police

armed with rifles and revolvers. There was & considerable
crowd of pessangers and one thing that stoed to me wese that
there was a Tfair the next day in Castlereas and these passengere
were cattle-deslers, etc., 50 in passing through the police
cordon end through the military I was tsken for one of the
cettle-dealers and, foriunately, there was no policeman from
my own part of the country to recognise me. I welked outside
the stetion and the rein began to get fairly heavy. Aa I
passed, I heard one policeman say to the other did he know me,
and apparently that wes their purpose to ldentify anyone that
passed and collar them if they suspected them. When I was sbou
30 yards from the railway station a voice yelled out behind me
to halt. I1 was then raining heavily. I did not heed the
shout to helt, but kept going on and when I had gone sbout

20 yards more a man pessed on a bicycle., I immediately
recognised Doherty and I asked i1f that were Dohsrty, He replier
"Yesy 80 I told him not to get off. I kept rumning alongside
the blke and told him the situation as 1t stood. I t0ld him

to take the bag and I gave him the name of a house where I woulc
meet him down the tovn and tqus guickly as he could. The nigh
wae very dark and the lighting regulations at that time were
not as good as they are now. I think there was no public
lighting there then and the enforcement of the lighting
regulations on bikes wae not so strict as it ie now. Thaaa‘

Tfactors helped to save me. WUhen Doherty hed gone on I ran to
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the well on the right-hand side of the road which was of
loose stone. I shoved a breach of the loose stones in front
of me into the field and I made a big noise and at the seme
time I ran es fast as I could and kept running on the grass
margin of the roed. Immediastely I crashed the stones the
police shouted 'Halt' end this time I heard a shot and I kept
going. Of course I would have been spotted if I had rushed
down the main street and was observed by people. It was

then mostly an empty place. I knew I would attract attention,
60 when I got up mbout 100 yards, I got acrcoes the wall
without maeking eny noise (I knew the country), crossed the
field down to the end of the town where I was to meet my friend
I did not know until the next day that I wes very lucky
because 1 was told thet Lthe Tield took the form of a
considerable hill, and on the top of the hill wee whaet was the
old Workhouse which had been turned into a malitary barracks,
and all eround this barracke was barbed vire barriers which,
by good luck, I never hit into. I slipped into a vacant plece
of pround at the end of the fences. When I reached the house
where Doherty was waiting for me I said: "We'll try to get =
car", but after consideration, we decided that would be
dangerous because at this time the street was being filledut
with military and police and a car going out would attract

attention.

After a fow minutes we heard two or three lorries leaving
the town along the rcad we were to go. That would be some time
after 1 o'clock. We remasined in the house, where we had a meal
The owner of the house was very frightened snd excited because
she knew why we were there and she Teared for us if we were
caught, a8 in Castleres the military and police had & very

Ao DISTRICT
bad record. In eight or nine months sixteen men of the town

hed been murdersed by the police two or three miles from the

town. They were a very tough proposition.
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There was a story told about one Head Constable of the
police that efter being out all night on & reiding party in
lorries he came in next morning ebout 9 o'clock with the body
of & young fellow they had shot, on the lorry; when he csame
to the centre of the town, the car went right up the town,
turned and ceme down again. Vhen he came into the town: he
Btarted shouting "Fresh fish! Fresh fish for sale!" That will
give you an idea of the character of the men in thie particular
military post. We stayed in the house until about 5 g.m.

We heard the lorries leave and they returned between L and 2
o'eloeck, s0, after over an huﬁr, we left the house and carried
the bag of stuff into Ballaghederreen - 12 or 14 Irish miles.
Thet will give an idea of the difficulty of distributing stuff;
that there was really no Bygt&m es tablished and that to a
certain extent it wes, as I have stated, 'chancy'. To my
knowledge, I don't think there was any stuff got in transit
through Ireland. It was just luck.

I lef't Ballaghaderreen that night after having s good
sleep. I got a car which drove me t{o very near my own place.
I left some of the s tuff after me in Ballaghaderreen,
particularly revolvers. I left more of the stuff in Swinfoprd
and Charlestown and also in Kiltimagh. When I ceme to Balls
I handed the bglance of the stuff to the local Brigade Q.M.

Thet gives an indication of the methods of the I.R.A. in
obtaining wer supplies. I often think that when documenta like
mine come to be read 40 or 50 years hence the pecple will accep!
a lot of this stuff with a grein of salt and will gay that it
could not have been done without detection; but such sre the
fortunes of war. An instrument that embraced every scheme
of organisation and every possible protection would have fallen
asunder. While taking a chance in the ordinary way one got

through. . ?
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Thinge were very wsll done by the I.R.A. and I have no
hesitation an saying that the chief portion of the credat
was due to Mick G?llins, through the establishment of a very
efficient intelligence aﬂrv1$a, a branch of organlsstion
that I think was never egualled by any other previous Irish
revolutionary ﬁovamant. Und oub fedly, it worked very
efficiently. There were some parta of the country, of course,
where it.was not attended to and the result was that the enemy
forces had no trouble in dealing with the I.R.A. orgenisation

in those aress.

Another story comes fto my mind regarding the distribution
of stuff and I will finish with this matter afterwards. I was
sent word by Collains haimself that there was a cargo of materisl
walting for me in 46 Parnell Square, if I woulq go and collect
its I went to Paernell Square and there wes a big box of heni-
grenades, also a box of detonators. There were also about
six or seven Webley revolvers. It was obvhkous that this amount
c¢ould not be carried by one man. I went back to where I was
eteying and ssked the landledy had she a box. She had s
large leather bag which in the 0ld days was known as g '"case
for a %all hat'". The bag was made in the shape of the tall
hat and lined with plush. The handles were on either side
860 that the beg was out & long way from the handle., I
conse idered whet I would do an& daecided that I would go and see.
my friend, the waiter and porter in Vaughan's Hotel, usually
known as 'Christy', who is no®@{ I understend, in the army
Headguerters restaurant. I told Christy the plight I was in.
¥Wie were great friends, end he said that if I'd bring down the
stuff to him we would pack it in straw in a couple of wooden
boxes gnd get it to the railway station that way. I got this
bag from the landledy and put as much atuff gs I could into 1t.
Thie wae before I went to Christy and I had my mind ﬁ;da up
to try and get back to my dige wath the stuff. When carrying

the bag I discovered that the weight went to one side and
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the weight of thesrticles was so heavy that I found myself
in the position that I could not J;lk straight with the bag.
However, I reached the Rotunds Hospitel where there used to
be a car hezerd. In those days there were no motors; only
outeide cars and cabs, but when I Errivéﬂ at the hadard v
there was no car or csb. I placed the beg on the fooipath
gnd stood up sgainst the wall of the hospitasl. I then
observed an ordinary policemen coming elong the other side
of the atreet; he walked up and down the sireet three or
four times and took a keen look at me and shrugged his
shoulders. I waited for him to go, The ordinary policemen

at thet time were sanxiocus to keep out of irouble, hence

I guessed that thia policeman would not guestion ms.

1

I had to braing the stuflf back to 46 Parnell Square again
end leave 1t there and 1% was then I went to Christy in
Vaughen's and he told me he would give me what aBsistance he
could, I brought {the stuff up and we fitted 1t into wooden
boxes. When we had done thet we could not leave it there
because Veughan's was subject to raids frequently, so,
fortunately, I thought of & man who was werking in the Dublin

Corporation premises @3 a porter in Parnell Strest or

around thet vicinity. This men's neame wes XKelly. He was
born in the town of Westport, buit left there at a very early
age. I asked haim to help me and he said he would and
arranged g very clever plan. He went to the Corporation yard
and got a horse-drawn rubbash cart end a driver. He brought
the cart up to the back of Vaughan's and half loeded it with
rubbish and we dumped the boxes into this and covered them
with more rubbish Fnﬂ drove off to the back entrance of the
Brcoadstone Etationland delivered the stuff to my friend there.
I got to Balla all right. The stuff was taken over by the
fellows there and distributed through the country. This will
give an idea of the difficulties of getting war material

and, having got it, how difficult it was to distribute it

and tramsmit it from place to place.
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CATHAL BRUGHA AND MICHAEL COLLINS - RELATIONS
WITH EAMON BROY, McNAMARA, ETC. -  RICHARD
MULCAHY'S WORK AS CHIEF OF STAFF.

Ll

G« Brugha, as far as I know him, could be described as
a small men physically. He was a great athlete, cricketer,
sprinter, jumper and gymnast. He had a great sense of justice
and fair play. Once he came to a decision, right or wrong,
he would not change; he would go to any trouble to right
things when he found he was wrong. He had a habit sometimes
in arrivang et a decision rether hastily. He was inclined to
be sometimes narrow and biassed in his views. He was not
inclined to make allowences for common human weaknesses.
Common human weaknees 0 Brughe expressed to him unrelisbility.
The name Brughe is the Irish form of the name Burgess. I did
not and do not know anything about his ancestry. I would
venture t0 say, in the event of his antecedents being traced,
that he was descended from pure English stock. He would fell

into what I could describe as the strict nan-cunformist‘

English type.

Micheel Collins, in his reletions with Brugha and others,
showed that he was & direct opposite in avery way to Brughs.
He was the type similar to a great number of Irishmen who had
emigrated to U.8.A. end other countries without any infiuence
or cash %o back them and had, by their own sbility, risen to
great heights, by, oftentimes, questionsble means. These men
in most ceses had a fierce race pride end were clannish in

the tribal sense,

Due to Cathal Brugha's excellence in athletices in meny
of its branches, especially boxing, gymnestics, tennis and
e¢ricket, he attended all sports meetings snd became intimate
with Bamon Broy, who was then an athlete of some standingrand
both men becsme close friends. Broy wee in very close touch
with all that wese going on and all that was being discussed

in Dublin Cestle circles, and Brughs pgot into his confidence
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and got valusble informetion from him. Broy's firet contacts
with I.R.4. headquarters were mede through Erughal As early
g8 the Germen Plot days, and probably much earlier, I knew
definitely, from remaerks maede by Brugha, that he had important
intelligence contacts with Dublin Castle, and I have no doubt
that Broy wes th'e man he was in contact with and from whom he
was getting velusble information. I heve no actual proof of

thie. Colonel Broy should be asked to clear the mattar up.
!

Broy lster got a men named McNamera, another police
officer who alsc worked in Dublin Castle, linked up for
intelligence purposes. Those two men were the most waluable
and most reliesble contacts that Michael Collins had in Dublin
Castle. They ftook very grave risks in doing intelligsnce work
for Colliins. In fact, they were in constant peril and theair
lives would be forfeit ié their activities for I.R.A.
intelligence became known to their Castle superiors. On one
occgsion in 1921, during a Bratish reid on Richerd Mulcshy's
offices in holesworth St., & document from Broy was found and
waB traced back to him.” The document was a carbon copy‘of
notes made by Broy at a meeting of the Privy Council at which
it was Broy's duty to teke notes. Both Broy and Mclamara wers
arreeted and sent across to London and were priscners in ths
Tower of London when the truce intervened to save them from
execution. I want it to be clearly understood that in
recounting this dangerous capture of docﬁmants I do not want
tc cast any reflection on Muleshy. Mulcahy wes, previocus to
1916, a civil servant. His father was a civil servant and,
g8 far as I cen remember, his mother was g8lso in the civil
service, ani, as a consequence, he had all the habits and
traditions of the caivil service. His ftraining and background
of eivil service methods made him a fanatic for filing and
recording all documents which ceme into his possession for
future referencs, and I know from contacte with him durang the

Ten wer that he had & horror of loeing or misplacing a document
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In this respecti he was the direct cpposite to Michael Collins,
who to my knowledge never carried around with him or kept in
hie posseéesgion anything more elaborate than a locose-leafl
notebook which, to any outside person, would provide littile
information, as the entries in the bock were somsthing in the
nature of a code of which no person but himself could mske
sense. Hulcahy's habit of filing and keep}ng records was

most dengerous to himself and his associates in the conditions
under which we had to work, subjected as we were to incessant
raids and hold-ups. His mathods would éuit an esiablished
government with sll the safeguards thaet a peacetime government
cffice should possess, but were not safe under the conditions
he was then compellsd toc work.

POLITICAL DEVELORMENT OF COLLINS AND GRIFFITH
AND THE SIGNING OF THE TREATY.

I have already described some of the preliminary °
unofficial negotiations which preceded the truce of July 1921.

I hold fhat the signing of the treaty by Collins in London
wag not the result of a sudden impulse, nor was it the result
of a new or different situation arising which impelled him to
meke & decision on a matter which might involve this country

in & renewal of the war with #Zonglend.

Collins, to my knowledge, at an early stage after his
release from Frongoch in 1916, telked about the Irish people
getting into their hande the pnwérs of partisl self-government
and by so doing gaining a tremendous advantage by the exercise
of such powers for the completing of the etrugele for our
complete independence. Sometimes Collins, by his attitude,
not at meedtings or public gathﬁringﬁ, buf at what might be-
called socigl affairs, seemed to think sloud and not toc maks

his remarks with deliberation or forethought. There is no
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doubt that certain observations made by Collins in the mﬁnner
I have stated caused suspicions in the minds of some of his
hearers and I have no hesitation in steting, in others caused
alarm. I heard him passing such remarke e& that it wes his
opinion that if the Councils Bill or Ascuith's Home Rule Bill
had been put into operation it would have been a great asset
to us, as we would undoubtedly heve got control of such bodlies
end services in the government of the country which could be
used effectively aes a lever to extract further measures of
freedom. By recording this, I don't want to suggest that
Collins wes deliberately building up opinion towards a
compromigse. I would, however, suggest that his mind wes
working along lines of thought of which the best description
would be the open road, i.e., preserving an open door which
would enable the national rpprasentati?aa or authority
negotieting a peace to have a free hand within certain &efiniﬁa
lines. He seemed to my mind at times to be obstineately
determined to preserve what we nlaimgd ag our national rights -
sovereign independence for all parts of the national territory
and at other times he, during his thinking eloud pericds,

seemed prepared to compromise on what we held to be the first

N .
prineciples of W’: in my opinion, those remarke he

made durang such conversations were to some extent explainable
a8 his cute habit of sounding persons whose status in thear
local areas wera high end who had in either political or
military circles great influence in their particular districts.
In other words, Collins was trying to find out, as far as he
could, how the country was thinking and wha¥ way opinions

were drifting from time to time.

I want to be as just to Collins ss I cen, &s far as I kne-
him, whilst holding certain viewpoints which differed from his.
I would say that an important facfor that influenced events as
they developed towards the signang of the treaty was the

growing intimacy between Collins and Arthur Graffith which
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commenced before Griffith's arrest and re-appeared after
Griffith's release: It should be remembered that Griffith
had, to say the least of it, modified his own views consider-
gbly. As far es I know of Griffith's career, he was the son
of a printer from Co. Caven. I understand that his father was
to a considerable extent mixed up in the Fenlian movement.

I am not sure 1f Graiffith was born in Cavan or in Dublin.

He was reared in Dublin for certein. Griffith, as & young man,
took up hie fether's trede - that of a printer. He went to
South Africa at an esrly age to seck s livelihood, about the
time s gold rush took place there. He was in SBouth Africa

at the time the Jameson Raid took place. This reid can be
described as an effort by British settlers and their
associastes - including, I am sorry to say, some Irishmen -
living in the Boer Republiec, to bring off a coup d'Btat.

The interests of Dr. Jameson and has followers were sdversely
affected by the regulstions and the controls enforced in the
gold mines areas by the Boor suthorities. Dr. Jemeson's
attempt wae backed up and financed by Cecil Rhodes. The Bosars
grappled with and suppressed the Jameson aeftempt vigoprously
and would have execuied Jsmeson snd many of his followers

but for the Britieh government interfariﬂg in the matter and
th}aatening g declarstion of war on thes Boer Republic.
Griffith's sympathies were all with the Boers in this crisis
and he became personally involved in the affeir in this wey.
fhe enti~Boer group in Jchannesburg wanted a newspaper to
carry on propaganda on their behalf. They diascovered thet
Griffith wes a newspaperman by profession and he was offered
the Jjob of editing ﬁﬁe paper without being informed of what
the editorial policy of the paper was to be, with the result
that the first i1ssue produced by Graiffith was violently
anti-Bratieh and pro-Boer. The second 1ssue was even more so,
with the result that the body running the paper raided
Griffith's office with guns in their hends and he only escsped
with hais life, through a skylight. A smszll body of Irishmen
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8%004 by him un?til he waes forced to leave the country e short
time after this incident. He went to Ameriea and spent a
short time there and returned to Ireland an w?zan his
return, Griffith found Ireland in & bad way, suffering as she
was from the aftermath of the Parnell split. The only real
national lights in the darkness were the efforts made by the
Gaelic League, Gaelic Athletic Association and kindred groups
vhich included The Literary Society and drematic groups such as
the Abbey Theatre, then an amateur group who produced plays

of national end historical interest in small halls in the c1ty

of Dublin, some in the Irish language.

In 1898 a group in Dublin started s movement known as
the 1798 Centenary Movement which spread rapidly throughout
the entire country, end meetings were held in many parts
celebrating the battles of 1798. All those tended to
Btrengthen the national spirat. Griffithi end a smell group in
Dublin started a weekly paper, The United Irishman, in the
yeer 1899, in which Graffith advocated the use of physical
force es a means to the complete andependence of the whole
country. The propesgenda of this peper wess so0 effsctive that
the British authorities on more than one occasion seized the
complete iessue of the paper throughout the country, wherever
exposed for sale. The sdvocacy of physicel force &8s & means
to freedom seemed & forlorn hope at that period. The Boer
War started in 1899 end lasted until 1902. %hls war struck

a big blow at the prestige of England in world sffairs.

Griffith, ae far as I know, was then a menmber of the
Irash Republican Brotherhood, snd st one time was fairly high
in the councils of that organisation, 7This connection must

have committed ham to the policy of phyeical force.

Relations betwsen England and France at the end of the

19th century and the beginning of the 20th century were
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strained, as England looked on France as her arch onemy

on the containent of Burope. In fact, the relations between
those two countries were so strained that there 1e little
doubt that the French government hed made touch with the
I.R.B. as they hoped that the I.B.B. could play an importent
part in diverting British manpower from the msin conflict
in the event of war and the I.R.B. felt that their big
opportunity would errive when England became involved 1n &
Buropesn war. It appears to me that Griffith's experiences
in the I.R.B. and the various disappointments in the matier
of foreign eid to Ireland in her struggle for freedom made
him give up hope that any resort to physical force would be
a successful venture in the attempt to attaan Irish freedom.
The proof of his change of view was the publicaticn in 1904
of his famous paemphlet "The Resurrection of Hungary" vhich
wes subsequently followed hy "The Crose of Gold". Those two
pamphlets can be described as his leying down for thas

. country a policy of passave rsesistance.

In 1905 Griffith with others formed the National Gouncil
of 8inn Fein. At this time the Irish Perliementary Perty
with the support of the Ancient Order of Habernians (Board
of Eireann) was the dominant political factor for years |

afterwarde in Ireland.

. When what wes known as the Councils Bill was introduced
in ,the Bratish House of Commons, Griffith opposed its
acceptance by the country, but more or less admitted that if
the British enforced it we should use it for the purpose of
extracting gresater measures of freedom. He adopted the seme
attitude towards the two Home Rule Bills of 1912 and 1813.
His policy eeemed to be thet whilst we refuse to accept or
be a party to any agreement based on Home Rule, we should

- not oppose the setting up of an Irish government under the

Home Rule Act when it becsme operative and, in fect, he
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advocated that all should co-operate in working the Irish
Parliament when set up and make the most of the vowers that
parlisment would confer on the Irish people and use the whole
machinery of the Irish parliaman; as far as we could for the

achigvement of complete national independence.

I have gone to some length in giving my disgnosis of
Griffath's political growth as faf-as I have known him and
from what I have heard of his early career both in Irelsnd
and abroad. I have traced his politicsl development from
being an extreme edvocate and believer in the physicel force
policy to what some people would describe as mild
constltutionalism. Griffith, es far as I knew him, was an
unselfish man, especially in regard to money matters. He mads
great saecrifices by his devotion to the nationsl movement.

He was a very sble journalist. It was seid that Northeliffe,
the owner of the "Daily Mail" and a Dublin men, who apparently
knew Griffith amnd his capacity as a journelist, expressed the
opinion that Griffith wae one of the aeblest journalists he
ever met. Whilst saying thie for Griffith, in my opinion,
he was a ruthless and, I might edd, an unscrupulous political
fighter. I would say also that he trested the old Irish
Parliamentary Party most unfairly for, after all the sbuse.
he was responaible for, he turned around and signed e treaty
and made & lie of his whole life and was the chief influence,
as far'as I know, in getting Collins alsc to HignAHcf:%’na
of the things to be remembered in his deseling with the Irish
FParty was his savage and brutal manner of atiack on the

Party's acceptance of partition for Ireland.

ATter 1916, when the Irish Party brought about the
famous conveniion in Belfast, at which they forced the Ulster
nationaliste to accept partition, he was the suthor of a
phracse regarding that convention which wall go dQFn for

generations in Irish history. He coined the phrase
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WBlack Friday" which is today being bitterly used by Ulster
nationallsts., It has been said, with what amount of truth

I do not know, that vhen Collins hesitated sbout signing the
treaty, Griffith intimidated haim with the picture of an
Irelend eteeped in Blood, brought sbout by ‘the resumption of
hostilities end by the ruthless force that Englend would

use 1n suppressing eny opposition to her desire to snforce

her own form of settlement of the Irish gueation. In the

account of the negotiations as they went on that became public

we know that Lloyd George end Lord Birkenhead, supported by
Winston Churchill, made & point of detaching Graffith and’
Collins from the main hn&y of the Irish delegation which
should not have been tolerated by the other delegates or by
the republican government et home in Irelend once thas
procedure came to their knowledge. It can be sa1d that the
initisl mistake was made by having s truce that whatever
terms were being discussed should be decided on before the

fighting wes celled off.

I.R.B. Organisation in Co. Mayoc from 1917 to the--

Truce of 1921. -— 1.R.B. 8Nnd the guestion of
the Treaty, ©1LCs

4 I have stated, the I.R.B. orgamisstion was never
a greet force in the County of Mayo in my time. My father
in the sixties and seventies acted as Secretary and, as far
a8 I can learn, Co. Secretery. He had a very strong straight
code regarding this organisation. I think I was influenced
in my feeling towards 1t to a great extent by him. He was
deadly opposed to the "Invineibles" and wae so determined in
his opposition that they threatened to shoot him and would
have done o if they thought it safe. What I mean by that
is that they were quite well awere that his popularity and
influence with the rank and file throughout the county were
aucﬁ'that if esnythang happened to him in the nature of
sehooting there was a good chance that at least 20 or 30 men
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would die, not by British action, but by Irish action.

I want this to be written becguse it may be said that I did
not act as I should vhen dealing with the I.R.B. i have
already told how I wes brought into it and that I became

County Secretary.

Then I came to Dublin aefter 1916 - in 1917 - I found
nothing mentioned among the Irish Volunteers about the
reorganisation and therevival of the I.R.B. At the end of
1917 or the beginning of 1918, I became conscious of the
I.R.B. revival.Collins sent for me on one occasion and he
put it up to me that I should tske charge of whe
reorganisation of the I.R.B. in Co. Hayo. I was already
conscioua of the érﬁwth of two groups and I was a bit wary
end on the alert against being utilised by any group in iis
own interest. I, therefore, wag very careful end I told
Collins thet I wae aware thet there was a framework of an
T.R.B. orgenisetion in the county consisting chiefly of
rather elderly men. He g2aid he knew that and that they were
no good; that he wented to get an active crowd. I saild all
right, that I'd take it over with a few friends. T 4did so.
I took it over with Michael Kilroy and Michael McHugh of
Cestlebar, Sean Corcoran of Kiltimaegh, .. Keville of Balla
and Tom Rusne of Ballina. 1In view of what happened after-—
werds, it 1s essential to loock back on that period beceuse
the chief argument used in favour of our organisation of the
I.R.B. was that it would be reorganised for the purpcse of
keeping the netional movement straight and preventing a
compromise that would be humiliating end nationally
disastrous. Also, the I.R.B., I was given to understend,
was to be used - and of course was used in some counties -
to pick 4e-piek reliable men for the key positions,
particularly in the army or in the Irish Volunteers, that

trustworthy reliable men, from the national stendpolnt,
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would be placed in the positions of Brigade 0ff§cers,
battalion officers, even company captains, etc. In view of
subsaguent events it seems extracrdinary to lock back on

I went home to Co. Mayo after my tslk with Collins. I
collected this group of men that I mentioned snd told them
what I was asked to do and I gave them my views on the
matter, that I was not a bit too keen on 1t. I told them, '
end was emphatic on it, that I was very anxioua that 1f the
1.R.B. was reorganised in the county we should control it,
thaet is, the Irish Volunteers would control the I.R.B. in
the county; that we would alweys be in the position that we
had the appointing of the key positions in the Irish
Velunteers and in the I.R.B.; that we would bhe very prudent
as %o who we would admit into the I.R.B. and thet we were

not by sny meens anxious to go out and let in a multitude.

In fact, there was a story told, which I believe is at
least partly true. -~ it may have been exsggerated - about
a prominent men from the nn;t county to us, thst was Sligo.
This wae in relstion to Alex licCabe. He wanted to cbtain.
a parliementery nomination for South 8ligo, and it wus seid
that for the purpose of securing a majority at the convention
gelecting the candidate, that before the convention wes held
.he went around the constituency into the ordinary farmer's
house and forced, at the threat of the gun, the ordinary
farmer to take the I.R.B. ocath and pledge himself to supporti
Alex licCabe at the convention. Now that, as I say, wae
probably exaggerated, but I think there wes & substance of
truth in it, that undoubtedly he did not stop at trifles

to try to secure his nominstion.

Well, we proceeded to reorganise the I.R.B. %o such an

extent that I think, although I am not sure, Collins becams
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suspicious of me becesuse we really never got aeny communica-
tions from the I.R.B. Headguarters, neither were we in receiﬁt
of any instructions from them. I think that prevailed until
after the Truce. After the Truce, when I came back home,

I was just about a week there when I collapsed physically,

and neerly mentally too, wath the strain I had undergone ror
three yesra, snd I wes for sbout three months in hospital.
During the time I wes in hospital the famous Sean ¢ wurthuile
came eround the county organising the I.R.B. He organmised it
to such an e xtent that I was removed from the position I held
gs Co. Secretary asnd Acting Co. Centre. The pretext used for
this wes my physicel breskdown and thet my death was expecled.
Unfortunately for those who engineered this appoiniment,

the man put'in my plsce was Tom Magulre, who was a great
prersonal friend of mins.' He was rather credulous, although

a great soldier and a fine officer. He wses not skilled in
politics and had not much experience in that{ way. The result
was that when I came out of hospital and got in touch with
the boys sgain, Tom kiaguire hardly ever dealt with any matter

thet he @14 not consult with me about.

A Netionsl Convention of the I.R.B. was held in Dublin
about April or lay 1922. All the centres in every I.R.D.
Division, of which there were eleven 1n the organisation,
attended. The purpose of the Convention was. to discuss the
Treaty. One of ihe strange things that hsppened was,
after 211 the trouble of the Collins party in organising
the I.R.B. and "rigging" it as they did in certsin sreas,
when this National Conventiocn of I.R.B. came (o discuss the
Treaty, there wes a vote on the Treaty question and 1% was
cerried by only one vote, I think. The result was that the
1.R.B. took no definite action becsuse Bna of their most
importsnt rules wae that a unanimous decision of the Supreme
Couneil had to be obeyed by all units in the organisetion

and that if it was disobeyed you were liable to the death
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penalty. When any important question waa discussed where
there was not a unenimous decision, you were at liberty to
do as you wished, and all thaf could be issued by the
organisstion was a recommendation in favour of the majority
decision. They could not issue an order; you had to obey
an order. All they could issue was a reccmmendstion. but
of ecourese you were frae to accept the recommendaetion or nﬁt

as you thought fit.

I have possibly travelled too fast, as one of the things
I have neglscted to say was that after Collins spoke to me
at the end of 1917, or the beginning of 1918, about
re—orgenising the I.R.B., & few weeks efterwards I wae sent
for by Cathal Brugha end I was ssked by him if I was in the
I.B.B. I said I was. I aecked Cathsl was he in it and he
said he was in it before Easster Week, but that he was not in
it now. He said he wanted me to get out of it and men like
me, in key positions throughout the country, to lesve it.
He gdded: "It is no longer neceasary; we have now an open
military orgenisation in the Volunteers and there 1s no
necessaty for a secret one, and if it continues to exist 1%
will only create trouble and do harm, because it will be a
cese of 'too meny cooks spoiling the broth''. The rasﬁl% of
these interviews with Collins and Brughp-had the effect of
my meking up my mind not to be very ﬁnthﬁslastlc about the
I.R.B. I said to Brughas that whether I left it or not,
in the Co. Mayo it still existed, and‘that being so I
ennﬂidﬁEEd-that it was better tc be inslde then outside it;
that a crowd of menwith me had tak?n up thet attitude and
that we' could control it. He still said we were wrong and
that 1t would be better to leave it. I said I would not
legve it and he said 1t was no use pressing me on that point.
From that on he ﬂ%ﬁ.nut mention it to me. Collins asked me

once or twice what progress the organisation wes meking.
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I must add thet wo in Co. Mayo never collected the levy

that was made on I.R.B. members by the orpanisstion. I think

that levy came %0 6d a week in about the years 1919, 1920
and 3921. Before that it was only 6d a month. To be frank
ebout it, I think we did not pay the levy and that was partly
the reason why we got no communications from headquarters,
or no orders; that they simply trested us with contempt, but
at the same time they did not want to antagonise us. Thers
was no attempt by headquarters, as far as I know, t0 get a
man into ths county to reorgenise the I.R.B. until after

the Trucé.

I wish to draw attention to the fact ¥hat there wes =a
considerable emount of money in the coffers of the I.R.B.
I have been asked by two or three people what happened to 1t,
but I think I have hesrd en € xplanation. The same thing
applies to certain funds that were in possession of Dail
fireann. They were not the seme funds as were in the
possession of the Sinn Fein organisation. The Sinn Fein
orgenisation was Bimply a politicel organisation and its
funds were 1ts ovn. Dail ®ireann was quite different., It
was the mnational parliament which elected the national
government which we accepted, and I never heard what happened
the funds at the disposel of the nationsl government. There

igs a distinct difference between the three.

8inn Fein was a political organisation working for a
political objective. Dail Bireann consisted of members of
parliament elected to the national perliament. That was
what we established it for, and Dail Bireann, in its turn,
elected the national government. That government functioned
in many ways and the British always refused 0 recogmese
its authoritye.
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There were large funde st the disposal of Dail Hireasnn
and - this is only an sssumpiion on my part, but it has come
out in the papers recently - 4o when the Brovisicnal
Government was esteblished after the passing of the Treaty,
they found themselves in the position that to carry on the
government they had no funls at their disposal, with the
exception of whatever taxes were collected by the government
officiels throughout the country, and, as the Treaty was

passed in December 1921, half the year was gone.

The Frovisional Government wes not established until
about Februery and that crested a sort of finanelial vacuum,
and when they went to the banks for a loan, the banks refused
them. The position that obtained crested a situation-for the
Provisional Government that they had to use any money they -

could lay their hands on.

There were four Divisions organised in Connaught -
in the counties of Clare, Galway, Mayo, Roscommon, Sligo and
Leitrim. There were the lst, 2nd, 3rd erd 4th Western
Divisions. The 1lst Division conpisted - it could be roughly
stated - of Clare and South Galway. The 2nd Diwision '
consieted of South Mayo, North Galway and Norith Roscommon.
The 3rd Division consisted of Sligo, practically the whole of
it, I think; the whole of Leitrim and a part of EBoscommomn.
The 4th Western Divasion consisted of West Mayo and North lMayo

wvath a small ﬁﬂrtinn.of Sligo and West Gelway. So far as I

know, in the whole of Connsught no Divieicnal officer supported

the Treaty end I don't think any Brigade officer either
supported it. A few Battalion Commandants and high Bgattalion
officers.did accept the Treaty, notable smongst them was Joe
Ring, who was updoubtedly e fine soldier end s good officer.
Unfortunately, he was killed in an action about the first

woek opr fortnight of the Cival War.
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I considered this thing about the money, that is,
not paying their debts; wes held out as a sort of blackmeil,
ae they knew the more honest the men were, the more they
worried over it, and I consider the withholding of payments
was very mesn tacties. Ae time went on during that period
and the Treaty forces became better organised, especislly
in the military line, they built up a big army which they
never should have been gllowed to do, but they got through
with the building of an army under a seriss of preteXxis
sbout it being used against England and never used against
Irishmer. Hhen they felt strong enough, of course, they
getrugck. The argumente offered by the pecple on the Treaty
g1de ebout the terrible emd ruthless war that Englend was
to wege against Ireland if we did not accept the Treety
ware made on the platforms of rural Ireland. When it
guited them to give a statement to the international press

they spoke in 8 different tomne.

A8 I have often asked myself, and others too, vihat
would have happened if we did not accept the Treaty?
My contention is, snd wss, that 1if we were threatensd with
overwhelming forces by Britein, the way to meet this was
to tell our pecple in their helplese condition to dump
arms and to go into the siruggle on passive resisiance lines
and to make it impossible for any men or eny group of men
in this country to form a Free State government. A certein
number of people mipght eventually lose their lives.
Looking at the later Civil Wer casualties, we would not
have lost snything like 28,000 men. ZEnglend would have besn
in the devil of a fix, and that 1s why she jumped at the
idea of getting a crowd of Irishmen to do her job - in

the words of Birkenhesd - "“with an economy of English lives"
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THE FURCHASING OF ARMS ABROAD.

48 I have already stated, the system of procuring arms
or transporting them was a factor vwhich, %o say the least of
it, was capable of placing the I.R.A. at the height of its
strength. I believe 50,000 or 60,000 would be a moderate
estimate of the military organisation who would fight
had they the meems of fighting. There was reslly no big
project put on foot, to my knowledge, on a lsrge comprehensive
acale, to land, say, even 1,000 rifles into the country.

It was a time of nationsl enthusiaem and men were looking
around for something to do to prove their national feealty,
and, despite the fact that there did not seem to be even an
ettempt to get an-arms fund on a big scale, in most cases

the men wh% were trying to arm the Volunteers were only
degling with scores of pounds when they should have besn
dealing with thousends. I held st the tame thet a comprehen-
si1ve scheme could at least have been tried. I will edmidt
that it might have failed snd maybe ended in a disasstrous

way to the extent thet men could be killed, dbut when ve
reglise that there was something over 2,000 men killed in the
Civil War, I don't think that number - in an all out effort

to import arms - would have been killed.

The scheme which was tried towards the end — 0 send men
to the continent to get arms there as they could be got at
tiee time, and procure a ship or ships and chance a cargo or
two into this country - could have been attempted sarlier.
There was at least one small ship. procured which, I believe,
is still st the North Wall; it was there up to & short time
ago, anyway. The famous Charles Magennis wes cormected with
1t, and Bob Briscoe, T.D. was brought into it, smd knows

more asbout the deteals of 1t than, I believe, anybody slive.

A 8ituation exasted on the continent of Europe at the
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time which made a project of that kind, to my mind,
practicable. TWWe were &t the end of the greatest war in
history. Certain smsll proportions of the garriscns of the
great armiee that had fought in that war remained in France
Belgium, Germany and Austria. From what I have heard, they
were like the soldiers of every age after a grest wer; living
a rather wild life and discipline was by no means first class.
They were undoubtedly subject to propsganda of every sort

and, guite recently, some of the German officere of the
present Germen srmy who went through the first World Wer
{1914-18) have actually written accounts of the low disciplins
of the German aermy hefore the 1914-18 war was ended, and that
this state of affeirs in 1918 wee one of the factors that led
toc its defeat. They gave accounta of the superior discipline

of the German army in the recent war.

One of the things I am driving at 1ls the state of
affairs thaet existed in 1920, in those territories where there
must have been millions snd millions of firearms of every sort
actually heaped sround in dumps with scercely any supervision,
and, even where supervision existed, they wers open to

purchasa.

Somebody should have been sent to France and Germany
who was capaeble of working the thing properly. As things
then existed plenty of men could be got in slmost every
country of the type of Captein Charlise hkagennis, who weaas
willing to teke any chance for pay and for adventure,
-although it is not fair to give that description as being
actually true ebout Magemnis, as 1 believe, in spite of the

man's faults, there was a big strain of patriotism in him.

There was an attempt mede in the last few months of the
war in that direction by sending Bob Brascoe and Charlie

Magennis to Germany to procure arms. I have been told by
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Bob Briscos that the German officers who were appoanted by
the Germen government to act with the foreign ellied officers
~ British, Americsn, French, etc. - for the purpose of
maintaining peace and order in Garﬁany and to sese the
conditions of the Armistice carried out, were practically,
in all cases, sympathetic to us, and if our people were
trying to get arms out of Germany, these German officers
would turn the "blind eye" on them. In fact, some of them
went so far as to give our people an idee or description

of a place whers there would ba sympathetic guards or
sentries smd when would be the best time to shift the stuff,
This, to my mind, was not teken full adventage of, although
two small cargoes of rifles did come in duping the summer
of 1922 before the Civil War, when it could be said thet

the Civil Wer was in the making, and all this stuff pacsed

into the hande of the anti-Treaty forces.

Thie shortage of srms wasg used as an araument in favour
of the Treaty. In fact, if the debates on the Treaty in
the Dail are read and scrutinised, it will be found that
this spgument was used by such men &s Mulcshy and, I thank,

anie oboo
Collins himself in favour of the Treaty,contending that
England would heve all the knowledge that she required
regarding our strength and position throughout ihe whole

country.

Tom Maguire, 0/C. 2nd Western Division, attended a
conference,called by General Headquarters atsff, of the
principal divisional officers in Ireland, held in Dublin.

I remember spesking to him & few days before the meeting
and he told me it was coming off and that he was travelling
to Dublin the next day. He told me he would let me know
what took place at it when he returned. He Gid let me know,
becsuse I was in the militery barracks in Ballinrobe at the

time and, to my emazement, he came out with a ststement
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mgde to0 him by both Collins end O0"Duffy, that they were
only playing a game of bluff, that they did not intend to
accept the Treaty at all, thet their purpose in pretending
t0o accept 1t was to got all the arms they could from the
British and to get the British troops out of the country
and when this had taken place, we would resume the fight.
In other words, they would attack the British.

I remember my feelings on hearing this statement
which the unfortunsie msn, Meguire, swallowed "hook, line
and sinker". I know the effect it had on me. I did not
know whether to laugh or cry. I was inclined to laugh at
the foolishnees of the man to be taken in by this bluff,
and at the seme time, I pitied and sympathaised with him
for being so simple end honest. I asked him why noi{ resume
the fipght now. The Provisional Government were gatiing
arms from the British, At this time they must have got at
least 30,000 rifles. I said to Kaguire: "“#hy not fight the
British now and destroy them end teke to the hills again;
vhere was the necesesity to weit for the British troops to
leave the country; did he or anybody else like him believe
for a moment that 2f the British did leave the counsry
they could be kept out with 303 ammunitiion; in other words,
rifle smmunition. Could he not see that if the British
wanted to land troope agein, they could lsnd them anyvwhere
on the Irish coast under cover of their fleet, and that we
had not one piece of artillery that was capable of damaging
the smallest warship of the British fleet". Magulre got
rather 'huffed' and, as I did not want to press the argument

any further, I left the room.

Boin O'Duffy ceme down afterwards and attended a
meeting of the 4th Western Divisional Staff, end he came
out with the same dope and, unfortune tely, the men at the
meeting believed it. Looking back 1t seems incredible

that they would bs gullible snough to swallow such statements
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One of the things I noticed at the time -~ I don't want
this to be taken s egotism on my part, I am only stating
facts — there seemed to be a plan, as far as the West was
concerned, that I be kept away from meetings like those
gettended by O'Duffy, and of meetings of Divisional officsrs.
I was in the position that I could not protest because I was
an officer without a portfolic. It was cuite evident that
I wae not wanted et those gatherings. Another man in
Comnmaught who was not wanted at any of these meetings was

P.J. Ruttledge of Ballinsa.

In fact, at a meeting held in Galway et which O'Duffy
presided (it was called by him), to whaich all prominent
officers in the province of Connaught who, O'Duffy thought,
supported the Treaty; slso aoms_nﬁher officers whom they
thought they could persuade.to support the Treaty, were

summoned gbout Mareh 1922, O0'Duffy spoke very freely.

I was not at thé meeting, but I was informed that he spok
very freely and, although it wes an Army meeting, the purpose
of it was to secure support for the Treaty. O0O'Duffy was
ocutspoken, because he was under ths impression that every
men who attended the meeting was pro-Treaty, in which he
was misteken. In fact, & considerable section of the men
who sttended were anti-Treaty, which was proved afterwards.
0'Duffy staeted that as far as Connsught was concerned,
they feared two men and they feared their influence and theair
capacity or ability to turn the tide agsinst the Treaty in
Connaught. These men were Ruitledge end myself, and they
seemingly wanted the men present to be on their gusrd against
our machinations. Another mean piece of tactics they adopted
towards geining support for the Treaty was that after the
Truce in July 1921, there wae & General Order sent out to
every ﬁrigade in Ireland. (The divisionel organisations

of the Volunteers did not exist in Comnaught, in most cases,
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until a considdrable time after the Truce). The highest

unit in the Veolunteers, with the exception of a few aress,

was the brigads.e There was a general order sent out to the
brigades to form treining cemps, at leasst one, in each brigsds
area., The purpose of this order was esapecially to train

of ficers and, where possible, to train a number of men. It
could be safely said that in each of those camps, as they
wore called, there were roughly anything from 40 to 100 men
there at any given time in the period bhetween Auguet 1921l

and the outbresk of the Civil War. These training camps were
ususlly established in a wvecant house, Such as a2 disused
mansion, that existed in Connaught end, I believe, in the
South as well; in some cases orkhouses and buildings of that
description which were in publiec usse were taken possession of
to estsbligh treining camps. The upkeep of these institutions
as training camps was considerable. The menlin charge were,

LY

I should say without hesitation, decent uprignt men.

When these men, the Brigade 0/C. and Vice-0/C. etc.
went into these camps and iook charge of them, fthey got credit
from the local traders to feed the men and to meet all other
expenses. They were guaranteed by Headquarters that all
thege debts would be properly peid. There were funds there
to pay them. Those expenses were considergble, ané I wish to
make clear that of course while the expenses were considersble
they would not be on the same level as those incurred by the

army.

The greatest number of men in each camp would be 100.
The men in cherge gave their word of honour to the local
traders vho supplied them with whet they wanted that the goods
would be paid for, and when at ihe end of five or six months
the debts vere unpesid and criticisms were going on, these men
falt it very much. They were eshamed to walk down the streets

where they could be approached by the local trades-peopla.
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As the controversy over the Treaty waxed tense, an
attitude wss taken up by the pro-Treaty peopls in Dublin
whe were in charge of 3.H.Q., that if the Provisionsl

Government was recognised the debts would be paid.

I cannot understasnd what heppensd all the funds of the
old Dail. There were two or three millions of money collected
The National Loen was generously subscribed to here and

wherever Irish people were. Whal happened all this money?

Deil Eireann was still in exastence even though the
Provisionsl Government waes functiomaing. You had the sirange
poeition of Dail Eireann holding meetings end the Provisional
Government, which was established, and actually operating in
various weys, organising an army to enforce ite authority.
After the argument had waxed hot over those debis, a portion
of them was paid, snd I think there wes altogether about

£100,000 and £200,000 paid out.

The men continued in barracks ;11 the time. I am not
aware of any generel order that was issued demobilising them
and telling them to leave the barracks. & new crop of debts
wag c¢reated arising out of their maintenance in barracke end
cemps. AS a result of conferences held by the Treaty and
enti1-Treaty sections of the army, an agreement wes ultimately
reached t0 call & national convention of the army elther at
the end of February or the beginning of Werch, 1922, with
the two sections represented. Arthur Griffith, acting as
President of the Republic, proclaimed the convention. An
order was issued to all sections of the army which would
have representation at the conference. As far as I can
remember, representation wes on a brigade basis. As a resulf
of Graffitn's proclaemation, the pro-Tresaty section of tihe
army did not attend the convention, but the convention was
held. Unfortunetely 1t consisted of only one section of the

army. This convenlion proceeded to elect a Nationsl
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Executive Council of its own. This Executive proceeded to
create a geneprsl staff of its own. In plain words, they
proceeded %o create an anti-Treaty army totally distainct
and separate from the pro-Treaty section of the army.

Ae a result, we had two forces in the country, two sepsarate
and distinct military forcea that ceme to eeperate decisions
on questions of national importance and influence just as
was thought fit. The result wes a definate split in the
Nationel Army from top to hottom. In my opinion, the men
responsible for this situation, and history will blame him
for it, was Arthur Griffith.

From the day the split occurred it can be seid thet
the Civil War wes inevitable., It was e certainty sure to
come. A8 a result of the eplii, we had this situation in
the cnuniéy ~ on one side a militery force under the control
of the Provisional Goveprnment. That was the body
eatablished for the purposs of putting the Treaty into
operation. This section started to organise a vigorous
reorulting cempsargn throughout the country. They had
various inducements to offer recruits. First, the military
force esteblished by them was paid. Thelr aermy was given
uniform, fed and maintained in barracks. As a result oﬁ all
those inducements they were ahle to appoeal to the most
selfish instancts in the nation. In addition to all I have
set out were the prospects of a job of permanent employment
of some nasture in a newly-formed state. Thelr Uppénants,

the anti-Tresty forces, in opposition to all this.‘had
nothing to offer but the appeal to national principles snd
loyalties, and the wonder was, end will be thought 80 by
the men who wraite the history of this periocd at some future
date, thet thousands of men in all parts of the country,
north, south, east and west, thronged to the call of

national principle and loyaliy.
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For some time after the convention was held, the split
did not develop into batterness in most parts of the country.
For some time communicetions were maintained to some extent
between the two sections of the army. The anti-Treaty forces
continued to pile up debts by their efforts to maintain
gaerrisons and military forces ell over the country and
negotiations went on betyeen both ssctions, the anti-Treaty
forces trying to get the Treaty forces to pay the debts.
It is very hard to disseet and analyse the various slements
that infiuenced the situation at the time, as, t0 my mind,
it was evident that there were two outlooks or influences at
work. One outlcok, %o put i1t bluntly, wes demanding civil war
and the liquidation of the anti-Tresty forces. There was
another point of opinion on the pro-Treaty side who wanted to
maintain nationel unity and avoid civil war. On the gnti-
Treaty side was the soreness created by the non-payment of the
debts, and they maintained thet the debts were created ee m
reault of obeying the orders of Genersal lkulcahy, Michasl
Collins and Boin O'Duffy, when they were acling ss the general
staff of the army of ths Republic.

The result of this squabble on the matter of debtis,
which only emounted to less than £200,000, the cheese-paring
of the Treaty forces, preclipitated what 1 consider was the
first eerious clash between the rival groups in the army.

The snti-Treaty forces raided the branches of the Bank of
Ireland throughout the country. The Bank of Ireland wes the
offieial treasurer of the Treaty party and the raids were all
carried out in daylight. The man in charge in each raid made
g definite statement to the bank officials and demanded a
definite sum. The statement, I understand, was written anl
signed by the Divisional and Brigaede officers in charge of
the area where sach particular banli was raided. Those raids
were undoubtedly the first operations of what we can desecribe
a8 the Ciwvil War.
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On the one hand the eanti-Treaty forces raiding the
bankes - in the statement issued at the time - described
themaselves as the army of the Republic acting under the
government of the Republic. The Treaty forces can be said
10 have been the army of the Provisional Govermnment, although
they consistently described themselves as the Trish

Republicen Army.

The money obtained in those bank raids was undoubtedly
ueed to pay sll the debts that had been incurred by ihe
antl=-Treaty forces., &hen the Civil War was over dishonest
traders put in cleims to the Law Courts for some of those

debts and were paid a second time.

Deapite the fact that there were iwo militery
organisations or armies in the couniry, sttempts were being
constantiy made to prevent the terrible tregedy of the Civil
Vier and for this purpose te brang about a working agreement
between the iwo bodles end make that agreement baesed on the
bagic principles of what ocach side were constantly asserting
as what Lhey stood for. Those principles might be described
a8 an united Ireland from north to south and from east to
weat, with complete national 1nd9penﬁennp of a soverelign

stete for the whole country.

Discussions were held on the abolitlion of the partitaion
of the country which had been broughft about by Bnglsnd.
In pursuance of this agreed policy, an errangement was come
to between the two military organisations to the effect that
en exchenge of arms would take place, i.e., the anti-Treaty
forces would hand over their rifles and other wsapons they
possessed to the Treaiy forces in exchange for weaspons got
from the British by the pro-Treaty forces. The reason stated
for this exchenge was that when the exchange was completed

it wes proposed to attack the British forces and the posis
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held hy them in the six Northern Counties. The Britiish at
this time had evacuaied almost sll Southsrn Irelsnd postis
with the exception of a few coastal defence positions. The
Provisional Government policy would be, in the event of the
attacks on the Six Counties positions, to deny sll
responslbility for those mttacks, and it was ststed that to
prevent their being involved in those attacks, it was
absolutely necesesary that nons of the arms which ths
Frovisional Govermment obtained from Bngland should be
identified 1f arms were captured durlng operations sgalinst
British forces in the Northsern Counties. I did not believe
in this project or preopossl of transferring arms. First

I did not believe 1t wae honesat and nothing good could come
of it and, secondly, from the beginning I believed the whole
proppsal weg only a trick by Collins and his pals to obtain
the arms in the possession of the anti-Treaty forces. It

was a slick track and in many cuses 1t nearly worked.

As the result of a meeting held by the staffs of the
four western divisions of the Republiecan foreces, the proposal
to exchange arms was agreed on, an![:i I have reason %o beliewe
it was accepied all over Ireland b% the enti-Treaty forces.
As & result of this agreement I waL placed in command of a
group of picked men sent as an eecordy for a consignment of
arms of sbout 800 rafles end other|small arme and s faw
machine guns with ammunition of various sorts to fit the
weapons. I was lnstructed to proceed %o a point within, I
think, thirty or fority miles of the border, at a place near
Clonmshon, Co. Sligo, at which thﬂﬁe was an empty hosplitel.
We took up our quarters in this building and had e guarantee
from the 8ligo Brigade of co—nparaélun and sssistance and
active help, 1f necessary, to hold\the guns we wers

protecting until an equivalent number of weapons was hended

over to us. 1In fact, I think that the major portion ol the

(
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Divaisional staff of the 5rd Western Diviaion, including the
Divisionel 0/C., Liam Pilkington, end two other men - ons
Brien WMacNeill, later killed, and Seamus Devins, then 0/C.

of one of the Siigo Brigedes., gave us €very co-operavion and
took pariicular care that fthe weapons in our charse were not
interfered with. I had medse up my mind that under no
circumstences would I hand over the weapons of which I was in
charge until I cobtained the weapons promised by the other

people.

I thaink we waited there asbout eighi or nine days. HNoO
person cams nesr us from the other side, not did we receive
any message or intimation as to what was happeniﬂg or likely
tc heppen in that period. After sbout eight days, Michael
Kilroy, 0/C. 4th Western, and Tom Magulre, 0/C. 2nd Western
Division, end Frenk Berrett from Clere, 0/C. 1lst Western
Division, with Biily Filkington, 0/C. 3rd Western, went to
8ligo for, I understand, a discussion there. When thoss
of ficere returned they informed me lhat the proposed exchange
of arms was not to take placs, and I was told to teke the arms
in my custody back to the militery bsrracks, Ballinrobe, from
where I Tirat brought them. I will edmit myselfl that when I
got the order to bring back the rifles to Co. Mayo I was very
pleased, ae during the week I wes in 5ligo I had plenty of
time to think over the matter. The more I thought over 11t
the more I wae convinwed that the whole plan wes dishonest
and & trick, and that the pﬂlicy‘nf the Treaty forces and the
Provisional Government wae just to borrow time until they had
an erny ready to attack snd smesh us. I was more than plessed
thet no attempt was made to attack us and capture the srms in
our possession. I wauid hate to have to fire on a fellow
Irishmen gnd fire I would, 1f an attempt had been made to

take the arme without the erranged exchange.

At this time I felt that the enti-Treaty forces were

]
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beaten. The Treaty foreces had control of all the press,

both metropolitan and rurel. The Church, aa a body, were
against us, with the eXception of an odd priest-here am thers.
At least two joint statemenis had been 1ssued by the Hlerarchy
condemning uvs. One stestement went so far a2 to excommunicate
the men in the anti~Treaty forces. One of the most tragic
things, in my mind, that heppened in that period was that
after the Treaty wae signed and published in the country

there was really a considersble majority of the people ageinst
it and the pro-Treaty propagenda machine got to work and
converted that majority into & minority. I state this énﬂ L

defy contradiction.

During the week in which the Treaty arguments were first
published I.had occassion to travel through a big poriion of
the country, north, south, east and west, and nowhere did I
find eny enthusiasm for the Treaty, even the people in favour
of accepting it d4id so in an epologetic way, using the
arpument of the stepping stone to freedom. a5 the situation
cryetallised and the forces ol pro- and anti-Treaty
intenaified their positions, the national split clarified
iteelf more and more. The greatest Llragedy of all was that
the anti~Treaty members of the army became very bitter againsti
the men they celled poliiticians regardless of whether they
vere for or agsinst the Treaty. They toock up an attitude of
oppoeition and distrust of both sections in the political
struggle that was going on in the country. This feelang, in
my opinion, led to the formation of the twe ermies. It also
led to the situation that men like de Valera, A. Stack and
C. Brugha on the anti-Treaty side, and men like Cosgrave,
Dupggan and others of like celibre were ipnored, if not
posgibly obstructed, in their eflforts to make peace. This
had resulted in a feeling amongst s conegiderable section of

our peopie that de Valera, for instance, deliberately
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fomented the Civil War. As a matter of fact, when ihe

Four Courts were attacked, de Valera's responsibility for
the poeition consisted in his going to the Gresham Hotel
and reporting for service as a private in the ranks of the
enti-Treaty army. As a matter of fact, a few weeks before
he had been the major factor in bringing forward the
Collins-de Valera pact on the political side which, had 1%
been followed up by the militery men, as it could have been,

would in my opinion have averted Civil War.

Our orgenisation had to desl with a vast number of
untrained men who had just a rudimentary knowledge of
callisthenics or ordinary foot-drill. e had, as I have said,
o supplement that knowledge by every means in our power.

I have already outlined the steps we tock in that direction,
but the addi tionsl steps were the obtsining of military text
books. Another matiter connected with training that I have
to mention was the use of military text books. The most
common was what was called "The crdinary infentry menusl of
the British Army" which undoubtedly wes a very well-produced
book of its kind because it gave thorough, simple,
explanatory instruction in ordinary field ¢gdrill snd e
callisthenice. This book explained the use of the rifle and
its peris in a most simple way in such a menner thet anyone
who could reed English could understanl 1t. I certasinly say
myself that I doubt very much 1f any army in the world had

@ simple volume which wae as good as this, book. Its
6implicity wae its chief quelity. Of course, other.and much
more lmportant end more advanced books were obtained. In fact
I must have spent, at the very least, on military text books
anything up to £30 or £40. The hooks were of various Xinde.
I want the reeder to understand thst this money had. to be
spent out of my own pocket. In some cases the units I gave

the books to peid me, bui.in most cases.l received nothing
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for them. I only tell this to show how difficult it was to
carry onr because the masses of the people on ths civil side
of the nationsl movement were great asdmirere of the military
sectlion and would sing patriotic songs sbout Baster Week

and other periods of our history, recite patriotiec poems
about our national history; but I am efraid in a grest many
cases their edmiration for the militery wing of the movement
did not go eny further. 1In Tact, as the operations of the
Black and Tens became more intense a lot of these people
became vary frightened of being identified in any way with
the military waing of our movement. I went 1t explained that
this did not apply to thse majority of the people by any means,
but it applied to that voc;{:esfdnéﬁ,:ﬁggg;rs and power peeksrs,
who wanted to capitalise on the sacrifices of brave men,

but when the Tan War became intense wented to create a

Bituation in which & man living in Co. kMayc could shout end

cheer for the man who died in Tipverary, and vice verssa.

Undoubtedly we have toc look back with pride on the
sacrifices and the things done, and one of iLhe things I do
look back on is that I don't believe there was ever a
movement in Irish history from the days of Owen Roe 0'NHeill
up to our own time that aroused the Irish race, at home and

abroad, to such a standerd of herciem and high purpcss.

I have told how I got men in England %n give me
asgi1s tance, men who, in the ordinsry way, would not touch
Irish politicse; who, in fact, would not touch ény Xand of
politice and had not that type of mind; who did not, as they
admitted, understand politics and did not want to. The thing
about our movement was how sonme of these men ceme in whole-
heartedly to glve what help they could in the national
struggle — simply hecause they were Irish they wanted to
help the motherland. They had nc personsgl ambition in the

matter and they had no end, from the personal standpoint,
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that they wanted totaehieva. They did this for the Irish
etandpoint. They were proud of being Irash and of the fight
that Irishmen at home were putting up against the greatest
empire in the worlde. They took a praide in that and their
attitude, i1f you asked them, was that they wanted, even in
a small wey, to be identified with that struggle. It
impressed me at the time as being wonderful to coﬁa 8Cro8s
men lixe Quinn from Birmingham and Benson from Bradford;
to meet clergymen, doctors, lawyers and Journalists, also
big business men who sll wei in a cormon effort, each an

his own special way, to help the common csuse.

It was, as I said, & heroic age, and whatever misiakes
or blunders were made at the end, 1t is well thet we kesep
in mind that this generation that lived in Ireland were
a great peneration and can afford - I say it without
hesitation - to raise their heads high in the face of
their own people, or the people of other couniries who
lived in their day, and can without fear face the verdict
of history.

-

The tragedy of the "Split" and the Civil War lay,
in my opinion, chiefly in the fact that this magnificent
spirit of service and loyalty to the motherlend was rendered
useless when operated in the furthering of party spleens,
vyersonal epites and gmbitions, and it is only when we, &8 a
race, return to the spirit that existed before the "Split"
that we will meke Ireland a nation such as Davis and Tone
and the men vho went before them, or came after them, wished
to make her - an Ireland free end undivided, and Irish am
Christisn.

Signed: @M%M 70.
Date: /5%% Qune 1950
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In my evidence to the Bureau covering the
period 1912-1922 which deals with my connection
with the Volunteer Exscutive from 1917 to 1921,
and my intimete assoclation with Republican
leaddrs in those years, I have had occesion
t0o express opinions on men and on the irend
of events which t0 the reader may seem
controversial and perhaps biassed.

I have tried to be fair to all my associates
of those years. I have differed from some of
them on occasion; this, together with the bad
feelings subsequently engendered by the Civil
War, may have left unconscious prejudices in
my mind.

In order to be falr to the men I have
differed from on mattera then considered
important, I would like you to give Mr. Diarmuid
O0'Hegarty e sumary of the contents of my
evidence which I have hereto attached, 80 as to
enable him to give his version of the metters
I have deeslt with and I am most anxious that he
should do this.

WWWJ_

“(Richerd Walsh).
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RICHARD WALSH.

Partlal summary of contents of evidence for submission

to Mr. Dermot O'Hegarty.

After Baster Week.

Mi. Collins's release from Frongoch; his association with
Count Plumkett's Liberty Clubs and Natiomal Aid Association.

Reorganisation of the Volunteers; meeting in Fleming's Hotel;
2nd mat:ting in Fleming's Hotel; Formation of Provisional
Execu va 4 . .

Thomas Ashe's Funeral and its great influsnce on Volunteer
Re-organisation.

How the Volunteers, Sinn Féin and other kindred organisations
helped each other to grow.

GCount Plunkett and Iiberty Clubs; Ml. Collins and National
Aid; Arthar Griffith and Sinn Péin; - Paddy Little and Irish
Nation's League. .

Efforts to re-corganise Volunteers and progress made.

Releagse of sentenced prisomers; De Valera's return;
By-Elections.

Flunkett Convention; question of warlous republican and
lfg.:innal organisations and how to get united effort on agreed
es.

Great Ard Fheis or Convention of Sinn Péin 1n October I9I7.

4 -

Irish Volunteer Convention October I91I7 and formation of

Volunteer Exeeutive; Personnel of the Executive and 1ts
funetions, .

Organlsation of the Volunteers into more upeto-date formati
Brigades, Battns. and Companies. P on

Dliscussions at Executive re formation of G.H.Q. Staff.
" n " " procuring finances.

SQUYN
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Cathal Brugha and Michaeel Collins -~ their attitude towsrds
each other at meetings of Executive; friection over question ©
of Volunteer leaders posaible contacts with German government
through German submarines off the Belmullet coest and Fintan
Murphy's journey to Co. Mayo to contact those men.

Anti-conscription; 1te effecte on mational outloek
and on the strength of the Volunteer organisation.

Discussions at Executive meetings on plans to resist
conacription, The expedition to London under Cathal Brugha.

General Election, December 1918; formation of DAil
fireenn and governmment of the Republiec.

-

D41l #ireann appointe a Minister of Defenca.

Discussion at Executive on the recognition of D4il
Eireann,

" L o " " conirol of army -
Minister of Defence
or the Executive.

" " " " " QOath of allegience to
Dall Elreann and
formula of oath.

Agreement to hold brig‘adu conventions on the question
of oath of amllegisnce to DA1l Eireann.

Discussion on policy for the army et Executive meetings.

Startihg of military operations; taking responsibility
Tor Scoloheadbeg and Knocklong operations; boyeotting
Britich Courts and setting up of Arbitration Courts and
Dail Hireann Courts; non-recognition of the British Local
Govermment Dept., etc.

. Question of srms discussed at Executive; purchase of
arms in Britain; maschinery set up by G.H.Q. for purchase
of arms; dissatiefaction in brigade areas when cash was
sent to G.H.Q. for arme and no arms provided,

Independent buying of arms in Britain by some brigades
in defiance of G.H.Q. orders.

Disputes in Executive between Collins and Brugha:
mishandling of funds for the purchese of arms in Britain,
Manchester and Glesgow districts; also disputes between
Collins and Erugha over Collins having contacts in Dublin
Cestle; other disputes betwsen Colling and Brughs
concerning army'e alleglance to DA1ll Kiresnn and the form
of the Oath of Alleglancs.

Y%
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(It muat be clearly understood that C. Brugha
never accused Ml. Collins of any misappropriation
ef funds in conmnection with purchase of arms or
on any other heading.)

Collins resigns from position of Adjutant General
and tekes up the posltion of Director of Intelligencs
with Brughe's approval.

The rise of two opposing sections in the Executive
and in the ermy over the differences between Collins
and Brugha; Collins's control in the I.R.B. organisation
and Brugha's disspproval of the I.R.B. organisation.

Unofficiel attempte by prominent Englishmen io
prche republican.laadera on gquestions of peace,.
Peddy Moylett's activities in London end Dublin;
Blond¥ Sunday’ s aftermath; the Galwey resclution;
Fr. 0'Flansgan's telegram to Lloyd George; Tim Healy;
Cope; Lord Derby; Archbishop Clune; Collins's intereste
in the peace moves.

De Velera's return from America; his independence
of the contending sides in the Collins-Brughe dispute.

Griffith's frienﬂahig with Ml. Collins and his
growing influence with Collins, which possibly
influenced Collins to sign the articles of agreement.

Treaty and the peace negotiationa.
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