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R BUREAU OF MILITARY HISTORY 1913.91
O R l G I NAL BURO STAIRE MILEATA 1913-21

No.W.S. 395 |
STATENENT OF MRS. BRIGHID MARTIN ' T
(Wi Foghludha).

- As a schoogirl of 15, i.e., in 1902, I came to school
in Dublin end joined the Keating Branch of the Gaelic League
where uy brothers snd sisters were slready menmbers. Hy

parents, who were from Youghal distriet, Killeagh, were Irish

apeakers.

I took an active part in sll the activities of the
Gaelic League, pageants, turgsanna, aeriachta, &c. up to 1915,
and knew sll the members of the Branch who were afterwards
essociated with the Rising. In tnat year I Jjoined Cumann

na mBan - the Central Branch - that used to meet at 25 Farnell

.Equara. Seamus Kavanagh and one of the Reddins used,io

instruet ws in drill and signalling. Seversl doctors and
nuraes used to come and give us lectures,in First aid.
Sorcha HcMahon wes secretary of the Branch and kirs, Reddin,

I think, was Tressurep.

'Earlp in 1925 I was 'roped in' like all bﬁhar members of
the Cumann to do all sorts of taél«:s'in aiﬁ ‘of the Voluntears,
carrying guns end diePEtéqu for them. Meming's of
Drumecondra was a' grocer's shop whers the Volunteers had &
hebit of dumping arms. They were all in the movement.

Jos HeGuimness's shop in Dorset St. was enother place to whieh
1 often took messmges. J.J. Walsh's shop at the corner of
Blessington 3t. and Berkelsy ROaﬂ_waa a mee ting place for

pecple in the nmovement.

I remenber that Bffie Taeffe snd myself on one occasion
carried two rifles under our coets from Fleming's to asnother
house. I think it was Carolan's, where the attadk wes after—

werds made on Dsn Breen, That was prnbabiy early in 1916,

At that time we had a typing office in 0'Comnell Street
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instructions, &c. Te sometimes slso did typing worlk of this
gort at home. I remembar oné ocecasion when Diarmuid Lyﬁch

~and myself spent the whole night typing'éddfassee Oon

' ' envelopes for the distribution of some circular., I cannot now

remember what it was sbout. .The nane and asddress of KHackey's
the Seed Merchants,were printed on the outside of the
envelopas. Diarmuid had got them specislly prinied for the
purpose. He was a Trojan for work and for making other
péupla do 1t as well. He hardly spoke a word the whole night,
so engrossed was he in the task and we_only psused s couple

of times for a cup of tea or coffee.

Wy brother Sean was an inspactor of munitions in
Birmingham in sn adding machine factory that was taken over
by the British government for the proﬁua%ion of mmitions.
He was constently sending matarial-frum Birmingham to the
Volunteers here and I was used as g go-between by Sean
McDermott, who gave me messages to carry over to him., I never
knew what the messages wers, slthough Sean McDermott and Eamon
Ceannt had st an early stage suggested that it would be
advisable for ms to anw what the mﬂasggeﬁ were, as I was
incurring risk. I told them I weulé prefer not to know, as in
that way I would find it easier to pretend innocence. I never
brought back any arms from Englanﬂ. Sean McDermott had warned
me at an earlier stage: "Always have a nightie and & toothbrush

ready a8 you never know when you may be sent with a dispatch".

At the time Liam Mellows was in England after being
deported, abeout three weeks Defore the Rising, I waee asked to
g0 to Birmingham and stay in the iidland Hotel, taking s
dispatch to my brother. The next. ‘day Barney Mellows came to
the hotel whers my brother had slready arrived to meet him.
There was no place for me to bring them for privacy except
ny bedroom. They discussed the plan which was evidently the

gubbdiect of mv digvatch., It was that Parnevy should take +theae
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place of Lism in the place near Birmingham or Menchester
whers the latter was staying. The plan was put into
execution and Liam came back to Irelsnd via Liverpool dressed
a8 a priest and.accompanieﬂ by ¥Wora Connolly with whom I had
begen in touch in Birmingham, and incidenially, I gave her the

loan of & blouse ag she wes sway from home for some time.

In the course of a week I kot a wire "Mother arrived :
safely”. That was my cue that I could come home, which I did.
I should mention that nn'the outward Journey I made four
attempts before I was able to sail from Dunlaoghaire, owing

%0 the pressnce of submarines in the Irish Sea.

ﬁftar ny return from Birmingbem I remenber there was
extranrﬁinary actlvity in our back office which was at the
disposal of Sean McDermott and Ceannt st ali timas. Thay
s#gemed 10 be having mestinge there. Pearse, Clarke, licDermott,
McDonagh and Ceannt were constantly there. I don't remember

Joe Plunkett coming thers at all.

I have a distinct recollection of the XKeaiing Branch
Ceilidhe on Palm Sunday, It was the first time we realised
that something unusual was apprﬂaahing; The excitement was
intense. There had been a Volunteer route march that day and
they all came back full of snthusiasm, Nobody gald anything
definite, but wé girla'were discussing it among ourselves.

We knew then that the Rising was coming soon.

I think 1% was the Fridsy before Felm Sunday I came back
to Ireland.

On Monday evening I was sent 'hy Sean McDermott on the
6.30 train to Cork with a written dispatch for Tomas McCurtain.
I went to his house in Blackpool. .They were in bed and I had
to quﬁkthem up. Affter giving me a cup of tea, his sister-in-

law took me to the hesdguarters of the Volunteers in Brothers
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in to HeCurtain end gave him my dispatch. He had a little
discussion with a few cthers and then gave me a dispatch to
bring becke I think I went to the Windsor Hotel and came
back the next day. 1 muﬁt_have got the morning train from
Cork and afriveﬁ in Dublin sbout widday. I went home for a
meal and then took my dispatch to Sean McDermott at our office
in Reis' Chambers: He t0ld me to keep in readiness: "I might

viant you again'.

Thet evening he and Zamon Ceannt came in to the back'
office and told me that I had to go off io Cork again that
night. I took two dispatches this time.by the sameé train as
vefore. This time I went direct to the headguarters at
Brothers Sheares' St. At Kingsbridge I saw Charlie Fower
but did not spesk to him. I gave one dispatch to NeSuriein
acein end he gave me ancother in reply. I never knew what was
in any of these dispetches end, &5 in the previous cases,

I reafused to ba_infﬂrmad. Two Volunteers escorted e from
headquarters to the Windsor Hotel as it was so 1ateTg_Dn the
Thursday morning, for some reason or other, I went to
Queenﬁtuwn.with a dispatch fop Mr; Healy, a barrister. After
some time, during which Mr. Healy went out end I hed a meal,
he came back and told me {o bring a verbsl messgge — he
refused to give me w written one,.although I asked him -

that 1t would not be possible to send the message, that it
would be intércﬁpted by the British Wavy. Ny own personsl
opinion was that he w;s not a bit enthusiastic about the whole
thing and never lefi the house at all. I returned to Cork
end to Dublin, arriving sbout 7.30. I went straight from
Kingsbridge %0 25 Farnell Square and delivered the dispatch
from MeCurtain and the verbal messaege from Hesly to Sean
MceDermott. After m# giving the Gispatch Sean said: "Will you
be gble for Kerry tnmurrow‘ﬁorning? Walt here for a bit".

I gaid I'd go, if required. In a short time he came back
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ﬁaﬂfnaly, who was present, sald the ssme thing. T replied:
"Don'+t let that stop you. I am ready to go if you went me to".
I went home. At that time we lived in Cabra Road. I cannot
remember enything perticular sbout Good Fridsy or Holy
Saturday. I was alweys expecting to be sent on a Message,

but none cams.

" On Sunday at 5 o'clock, Gearoid 0'Sullivan came up in a
Thompson taxi with & written dispatch to be taken fto Tomas
meCurtain. iy younger sister and myself travelled in the
taxi. We had four punctures on the wey and I wes in a fever
of gnxiety and was very impatlent with the driver, barely
allowing him to get out to have a cup of tea in Thurles. It
waﬁ a frightful night. I never saw such heavy rain. We did
not leave the taxi, hoping this would hasten the driver.
Before entering Cork, at a place called Dunkettls, our driver
was held up by iwo policemen who travelled with us the ?eet
of the journey +0 the c¢city -~ to the Windsor Hotel. It was
clear to me that word wes sent from Dublin to the Cork police
that our taxi had left Dublin -~ I think the firm had to
report to thoe Castle at that time when = taxi was engaged
for a long Jjourney - bhecsuse the policemen asked our driver
why he wss so late On the journey to the hotsl ocne of ths
policemen asked me had I a dispatch of any description. I
sgid no. He then asked wme why I had come to Cork, I said:
"I have an appoiniment with my brother, Thadhg, tnvdiscusa
with him the purchsse of some paper Lfrom Bpicer Brasf 'Thia
was an English firm from which we used to buy supplies.

This wee thse Tirst thing that came into my hesd. My brother
used often to be at the Windsor and wes well-known there

and I did think he might be there the next day for the races.

The policemen.let us go into the hotel and they went
with the ériver to the garege and searched the car and the

Andwan. 1T hanlFad o vaam ond my gd2tes vannd 0 hed. T
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thinking I might be seardheé, hid the dispatch under the carpet
felt fér in under the leg of the bed. I had barely done this
when the porter knocked on the door and told ﬁe'to come down-
8tairs that the police wented me. I told him it was vary late
and that they might weit +ill morning. He went away and I gzot
into beds In a very short time he was back to say that they
inelsted on seeing me and I was %o come dovn lmmedistely.
S0 I went dowvnstairs in my nightdress with my coat over it;
I thought I.would have the first wnfﬂ end said: "phet is the
mesning of this? It is sn extreordinary thing if I Qaﬁ't come
to my native city without being interfered with by the police'.
They asked me a whole lot of guestions, &égin whathér I had a
dispatch and what brought me to Cork. They mede me oOpen my
mouth and ldoked under my tongue, and in my coat pbckéta.
The extrasordinary thing wes that they nﬂvartwent to my roﬁﬁ to
examine my case. They lold me that I was under srrest but that
ag the barracke were next door and I wae already prepared for
bed, 1 could sleep in the hotel. They added that I need nnt_
attempt to escepe as there was m gusrd of two pﬂliéamen on the

hotel.

Needleas to Eaf,»I did not sleep a wink. I was wondering
what I waul&ldn with my dispatch. I was terribly upset that I
was not able to deliver it that night. When I came dowm .to
breskfast in the morning I had it on me, but securely hidden.
I stood at the halldoer of the hotel and a policeman ceame up to

me and said I was no 1ongér detained and could go wherever I

‘liked.

When we took our places st the table tﬁn man_aamﬂ and
cccupied the other two seats. They ordered their breakfaét and
entered into conversation with us, assking whether we were going
to the races and when I said no, they asked us innocently what

we were in Cork for on & Bank Holiday snd so on. I answered

armira] T v aardd ar owd £l ARes ceme adtarng am T ORhed o5 van tha
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the preceding night to the pdlice. Of course, I was well

aware that they wef& detectives.

After breakfast, we came to the front porch agaiﬁ,
vretending to see what the weasther was like. They csme t00.
Then I said to my sister: "I suppose you sre too tired to

come out; I want %o go to the chapel to say my prayers"

I put on my hat end coat and went out. I went up to the firsi
policeman I met and asked him where waé the Augustinian Church
He said St. Patrick's wae just here, much nearer; but I said

I wanted the Augustinians - I knew a prieet there end I
thought if the worst came to the worst I might be able to
leave the dispatch with him for awhils. |

Two other detectives took up the treil and followed me
dawn the guays to the duvgustinisn Church. I must have looked
a bigger mug than I waes, because they stayed outside. So I
made my way out by the back of {the Church .and got to
McCurtein's in Blackpool. It must have been then 11 or 11.30.

Tomas wes not there, but his brother came while I was there.
He had Just come from manceuvres on & bicyecle and ssid it
was impossible to gét at his brother as s8ll the Cork
Volunteere were on the march back. His language was lurid,
although he*did not open the dispatche "Why the bloody hell
don't they make up their minds in Dublin. We don't know what
to do with all the comuands and cnun:ef—cnmmanﬂs“. On
looking back ever since on that mihsion. I have felt unhappy
gbout it end have alwaeys hed a sense of failure,

I reslised on ﬂiseuésipg it afterwards with Sean
icDermott that I could not have acted otherwise then I did.
Of course, I did not know then that the Volunteers had gone

‘to Heeroom. I presume they knew in Dublin where they were

end I wondered often why I was not sent to whers the

megnoeuvres were. I got the impression that neither
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got in touch with Tomas, but the Brother seid that if I gave
bim the dispstch he wﬁulﬂ see: that it would be delivered to
him., The brother came fin while I was talking to Mrs. McCuritain
in the shop and they spﬁkﬂ.a few wordse privately t0 each othep
which I did not overhear. As I came away I felt rather unhappy.

I walked along and got an outside cer to go back to the
hotel, When I arrived there {wo G-mer were walting on the
steps. They asked me where I went after leaving the church,

I told them I was only walking arcund. They asked the jarvey
where he p;ckad me up, but as it had been & good distanna-'
awsy from Blackpool, they wers no wiser about my movements.
They then told me that I was to be cut of Cork by & o'clock.
At the hotel I hesrd rumours that the Volunteers had passed.
We had our lunch and started back for Dublin in the taxi. We
had no mishaps on this journey. I could not describe the
agony of mind I went through on the outward journey end I have
the same fesling every time I think of it since. It looked as
if fate was against us., But perhaps it wes all for the best,
e had a cup of tea at Thurles and we heard there that the

Volunisers wera out in Dublin.

Nothing happenéd until we came to Inchicore where we were
stopped by the British military. They let us through, but not
dovn fthe guays or the N.C,Road, We had to mske a detour by
Ashtown to. Csbra Rd. where we dismissed the taxi. T don't
think I got any money for that journey and I‘don't know who

paid for the taxi or if it was ever paid for. I gave a tip

to the driver.

I etarted out strsight for the G.P.0. and succeeded after
some difficulty in getting in. I saw Sean licDermott and Fesrse
and t0ld them my tale of wcel S8ean said I hed hard luck but
that I should not worry, as they had sent other dispatches as

well and I was not fto worrv. They all seemed in great form
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that night. réean told me to try and go home to get a sleep

~and come in again the following morning. I did that.

The following day I arrived agein at the G.F.0. making
several detours. There was an aimosphere of great alation
and excitement. I made a tour of the P.0., visiting the
restaurant and all the other places, The faces of many of
the Volunteers were black from meking the munitions. They
hadileaﬂ from the Freeman's Journal office. I can Btill see:
the vision of the big sides of beef gniﬁg into the ovens
for their lunches. Thet morning - fueﬂday - Sean ilcDarmott.
gent me avﬁr.tn fﬁa'Hibarnian Bank with a message 0o Captain
vWeafer. I had no difficulty in getting across the atrﬂat.
weafer sent me on a message tc Reis Chambers %o our own |
offices which were, of courso, now occupied by thé Volunteers.
I remember Besing all the covers of the typaﬁritera tufnad
upaide down and filled with water. I can't remember to vhom
I zave the wriltten message from Weafser, but whoever it wés
gave me & written message to bring back to wgéfer. I agaln
went back to the G.P;D. with 8 written messege to Sean
NcDermott, It was herder to get across,this time on account
of the incressed Liring. I.gava Sean the message and saw
tliem all again. Sean told me to gﬁ back and report to Capt.

Horn
-Weafer and to do whatever he asked me to. Ily sister, Es#u,w“

was in the Hibernian Banik, having been mobilised on the )
Monday. Capt. Weafer sent the two of us and Maire Lavwless:

to open a First.ﬂiﬁ station at Skelion's, 14 ILr. 0'Connell
Bte It used to be a tmllor's shop, but it was vacant at

the time. PFirst of all we went into Clery's shop on the
instructions of Capt. Wesfer. We got aprons, sheets and
towels, sosps gnd dishcloths and enything that would be
useful to tear up into hanﬂ;gaﬂ. We must have been very

gimple, because in the middle of our activities we started

teying on fur coats. Haeving collected our requirements
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found there and who volunteered to come with us to the Pirst
&id Station as thera were lots of other girls in Clery's.

brs. Martin Conlon came to us, I think, on the Wednesday,

Having arrived at Skelton's, my sister started to @erub
ﬁﬁwn-ﬁll the rﬁbms which were filthy, ﬁaving been sc long
unoccupied. ihile she was engaged at that, the rest of us
went out to the D.B.C. to collect some food - we had not had
a bite to eat all day. We brought haﬁk anything we could get.
The Volunteers had already removed mbgt of the food supplies,
but we got buttier, bread and tea. We also procured soms
condensed milk somewhere, We had a great fedd by candlelight.
T don't know how we boiled the water. I know that on the °
following day we had to light.a fire for this., e had only
two chaire and no mattresses or any other comfort, so we did

not sleep all night.

Irramamher “he next day a ni?ilian was brought in
tafrihly badly wounded on a stretcher. I think he was Kaebh
Cavanagh's brother. Dr., Tuchy came in. I can't say whether
we sent for him or whether he came with the stretcher. He
esked me to hold a bowl of water while he was washiﬁg the
wounded mar. He ﬁas an awful sight as he: was frightfully
badly wounded in the stomach, I stuck it out as long as the
doctor was doing his pari , but when I took away the bowl of
water I got Qoad and truly sick. I think he died soon after.
De. Tuohy stayed until the ambulance came - I have no idea
wpu sent for it or where it came from or went to with the
wound ed man, who, I think, wes now dead. Thst was the only
casualty we had., I remember going t0 the Hibernian Bank
that evening and finding everybody in great consternation,

as Captain Weafer had teen killed.

I have a hazy idea that I went across Q'Comnell 8+t. to

the G,P.0. on Wednesday evening with a white flag on a stick,
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with bullets flying around me. I can't remaﬁher what I went
for. I remember Sean MeDermott wondering whether there was
any point in our staying on at Skeltén'ﬂ, wWhen Iltalﬁ him
we had only one casualty. I have s distinct recollection
of getting & cup of ftea with resl milk on that cccasion.

1 could not use the coniensed milk.

I went back to Skelton's and told them what Sean ssid. We
decided to stay there that night anyway. Thet was the nieght
the bombardment began. I don't know what the others felt,
but I was terrified. During the night Maire Lawless was
8itting on one of our two chairs faet asleep and cuite
oblivious of everything. I envied heﬁ. The next day my two
Bisters - Kate had come in io us-frnm somewhere else - and
mnyself and Mrs. Ganlnn.médﬂ ocur way to Church St. to tfy and
see ny brother jiicheel and Kertin Conlon, and also to see
whether we could give any help there. I think we stayved in
Church §t. that might. e had no difficulty in getting
through as we made up all-éﬁrts of pitiful stories about sick

relatives, &c.

On Priday & lot of us were sent home. There were too
many Cumann na mBan gbout and the foed was running sharf-
We welked glong past the Broadstone up to Phibsboro and,
although thg’British held us up at the bBarriers, they lei us
through when we said we were going home to Cabrs Rosd. We
cakled in t0 69e Haire Lawless ai Dalymount %o see how she
had got on. We stayed with her that night as she was
terrified, being alone in the house. The next day, Séturday,
we went to see the O'Hanrahans in Gonnsugﬁt 8t. and I think
we went to lrs. O'Doherty's house and knocked at the door,

but there was no one ir. Mrs. O'Hesnrshan made us stay for
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ﬁinnaf, of which we were glad, as we knew thera.was nothing
in our owm hnﬁsa. It was while we wepre there we heard The
runcure of the surrender. When we went to our own houvse we rowx
the door smached in and the rnnmé in disorder after a search
by the military. There was £500 hidden in the house, up the
chimmey, belonging to the Volunieeprs, and we found it intact.
Some time afterwards, on my brother Hick's insbtructions, that
money was given to Mrs. Clarke. IlMicheal was not arrested and
he went on the run to Hiss O'Donnell in Oakley Road, who gave
him massage treatment fﬁr his feet which had been too tightly
bandaged after an injury he got injﬂhurch 8%. We put a plamk
of wood in the doorway and slept in the house that night.

It was the next day the military got so striet and so
getive and they would not let ue go to the Masses we wanted.

Cabra Road people were told to go Lo 10 o'clock Mass.

All that Sunday we were filled with anxiety and uncertainty

a8 we vere not sllowed (o go anywhere.’

.Bn Nonday Bffie Teaffe arrived and the two.of us went %o
a few of the hospitals to inguire if any wounded Volunteers
were there for whom we could itake messages %o their peopls,
we got and delivered a few messages. Effie stayed with us that
night and we went round to the hospitals again the next day
on a eimilar mission and g&t back to Cabra Road ﬁﬁnut 2 Peiie
Winile I was having my dinner, several éoldiers and three
detectives arrived and searched the house. Again they failed
to find the money or anything incrimlnatlng; but they arrestad
me and told my sister that I might nnt be returning and that
I should teke an overcoat and a case. S5ix socldlere and three
detectives brought we to the lorry which they had lelt at the
othier side of the blown-up hr;dge. I refused to climb into
the.larrg unless th%y got a ladder or samet@ing. One of them

went to a house and commandeered a chair and I had to get in.
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One of the soldiers gsked me did I know where I was going.
I said I didn't end didn't care. He told me that the
goldiers were digging a trench in the yard of Richmond Bks.

and thev were gdihg to put 500 Binn Feiners in it and bury

them alive. I said if we couldn't live for Ireland we could
die for it. On our journey we collected Marise Fsrolz,
O'Leary Curtis in Nth. Gt. Georges St., hrs. Clarke in
Richmond Roed, Arthur Griffith in 3t. Lawrence Road, Clontarf,
end seversl others. We were all teken to Ship Bt. Barracks.
During the night & veriety of people — not all of them Bimn
Feiners - wera brought in. There was an awfdi din. One
woman especially was making a row. ﬁﬁen I asked her vhy she
wes there she aéiﬁ she had run after one of the Veolunieers
with a loaf of bread end a soldier had Hashed i% out of her
hend, 8She lifted a stone and threw i1t at the soldiers who
arrested hers I to0ld her that one of our frisends - Mre. Clarke
- wae very ill and asked hepr to shut uwp and give her 2 chance
to rest. Bhe raplisd that if she made enough row and we
objeected, they would let her go., She feld the policeman that
she haed left a young baby st home and wanted to feed it;

She was let Uutf

Mre. Clarke could spesk of nothing but the coming
execution of the leaders, which she was convinced would take
place. At 2 a.n. she was summoned a8 her husband was to be
executed that morning. They took her in a lorry, but after
th? interview, she did not come back to Ship 5t« That was &
terrible plece; there were nc senitary arrangements. A
sergeant came with a bucket which he placed behind the door.
We became inflested with fleas and lice.

On Wednesdey morning the Volunteers in Ship St. and
ocurselves were marched up to Richmond Barracks. 'They kept

the women there only s couple of hours. We were then marched

4
R . W R YW R W o - T - T I . W o I . T



a

L

14,

They weﬁa all marvellous. We sang all the national songs
througn the night, altaough the soldiers tried to shut us up.
The prison was filthy as it had not bsen used for 16 years.
There were no chairs, or forms or tebles. We had to sit on
the dirty floors with ocur beclks against the dirty waells.

Ve got skilly in bowle that night; this was & sort of wetery
porridge. We got the same in the morning. We had no appetite
for our skilly that day es we heard the shots that killed our
leaders. The military sergeant did not leave us in any doubt.
He ceme in and told us with great satisfaction thst "four

more were gone todav".

When we wanted to go to the lavatory we had to0 knock

at the door and two soldiers with fixed bayonets brought us
to the lavatory which was a dry closet that hasd no ﬁbor. |
The soldiers stood jeering at whatever 2irl wes in the closet,
with the result that for the eleven days I wes in Kilmainhem
I never went to the lavetory and on my transfer to Mountjoy
I hed to be treated 4t once and for & long time after by
Dr. Cook, the prison doctor. This horrible experience had

& permasnent effect on my constitution.

After three or four days in Kilmainham, seventy-two
out of seventy-tnree women prisoners were released, leaving

me qQquite alone there.

We ware all summoned one night to the largs space: in
the ground floor where several military officers and soldiers
ware assenbled. They c¢alled & roll from a list of names which
they reed by the eid ol a lantern. WMy name was not caelled
and the officer, thinking there was Enms.mistaka, asked what
my name was and had it not been called. I gave him my name
in Irish, of course, snd he said fhat was no use to him,

A dstectlve who was present seid the matter was all right,

“thet I was ‘wanted'.
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I svent that night by myself in Kilmainham - in a
different cell - so terrified thet I remasined on my Knees
behind the cell door ell night. I should mention that the
soldiers often were drunk and two of the Church St. priests

thought it advisable one night to stay in the prison all night

for the protection 2f the girls.

The next day - Monday, T think - a fresh batch of
prigoners wae broughi in, including Kit and Nell Ryan, Dr.
Kathleen Lynn, Madeline French Mullen, Countess Plunkett,
Winifred Carney, Marie Perolz, Helena Kolony, MWellie Gifford
and Annie Higgins, who afterwards lost her life €o tragically
in a fire in Parnell Square. Some of these had besn with me
in Ship 5t. and haa evidently been kept there. Countess
Markievicz was brought in one day. 8She was in.unifonm and -
shouted to us "pensl servitude for me', . She seemed delipghted

with herself.

The following Seturday or Sundsy, in the middle of the
night, we wers all brought in the Black Maria to Hountjoy
Frison. We made some fun for ourselves on the journey. We
remained there for about six weeks., Alfter Hilmainhanm il was
Just like going into an hotel, aven though we had oqlf a plank
bed. It was spotlessly clean and we had sheets and they did
our lsurdry for us. We had a very decent woman - ﬂiss 0'Helll
- a8 wardress, After the Bishop of Limerick's letter was
published, we could do what we liked. Bhe was very religious.
&t Tirst we had énly half an hour's exercise together, but

after a short while our cell doors used to be left open.

The Governor and the Assgistant kefron, Miss Armstrong,
a rrotestant, were very decent to us. Affer awhile, with her
comnivence, we uged to cook sausages, bacon and sggs, which

wa got from cur friends, for our tes.

Hy sister Nora peid ms regular visite to discuss whsat
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we were going to'de with our house - cur business was alresady
gone. I suggested that she should open an office where we
firét had one, in 25 Bachélor's WEIQ. I drafted a circular
for her and from memory made oui a list of our former
customers and gave her, also fron memory, the figures of

the sums that were owed t0 us by ocur customers. All our

cus tomers, with Tew exceptions, stood by ner, and the
lendlord, Mr. John E. Cox, refused to take any rent until
liick and I were back in “eireculation", The Governor of the

gaol gave me permission to have a businese visit every day.

One dey, towards the end of June, we were individually

interviewed by Mejor Price, the Governor, and the Lady

' Superintendent, Miss licCerthy. We were given tie option

of living et Oxford or Reading at our own expense and were
asked to sign a document to that affuet. I refu;ed, gaying
I hﬁ& no private means and could not afford it. Others
followed my example. They were nonplussed at cur refussl.
Those who signed the document were allowed to go home and
nake arrangements. I think s question was asked in
Parliament by Alfie Byrne and they were noi further
interfered with.

The five of ue who refused to sign were kept in ancther
woek. Then at 2 o'clock one night we were brought in taxis
%0 Kingstown with three detsctives and two wardresses dressed
in plain clothea. They told us fo téll nobody on the boat
that we were prisoners. I told everybody. We asked for our
breakfast end we got e grand one - we enjoyed the journey
after being cooped up in cne nlace. On the train three
carriages were booked snd we were left in one by ourselves.
We insisted on getting our dinner. I4 was very good. I don'$
know who paid for it. We were brought from Buston to Victoris

in taxis, bul we missed our connection, e then insisted on
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returning to the station we got separated by the ftraffic
policeman's signal end Merie Perolz and m&self could have

escaped but we did not like to leave the others,

We were taken to Brighton by misteke snd we had to
wait for our comnection to Lewes with the result fthat it was
gfter midnight when we arrived. We refused to walk to the
priéﬁn ag we were tired and ﬁhey hed 1o get cabs Tor us.
The matron was knocked up oul of bHed and she offaréd us g
cup of tea which we refused. ©Ghe told us we were lucky that
we did not arrive at the time we were expeciad as there were
people walting to stone us; they expected us to be wearing

shawls and she expressed surprise that we were not hooligans.

They hed clesred all the men from the prison for our
accommodation. They provided us with proper beds snd other

furniture. We had no lights in the cells.

We insisted on having lisga on Sundays. The first Sunday
the priest of the parish ceme in the afternoon %o give us
Benediction, He was a very old man; he told us he had only
ten parishioners and he used to cry his syes out ﬁheﬂ:l told
him about ireland snd that thousands went to Gommuniﬁn in
Dublin on a Firét ¥Priday. From that on we had Mass every
Sundey. Marie Perolz and I wers released after.faur or five
weeks. This would be the end of July or beginming of Augus t.
Ve were all taken before the advisory Committee in the House
of Commons. The charge they had sgainst me was conneciicn
with the landing of arms on the Xerry coast, which shows that
their informstion was not too éxact. On this occasion we
ware entertained to lunch by Alfie Byrne in the House of
Commons . and to tea ~ with siravberries and cream -~ at Lyons'
Corner House. He ceme {0 the staltion with us end loaded us
dovm with boxes of chocolate. The werdresses did not know

vhat to make of it, especially when he presented them with
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beings.

After my return home, the thing that was uppermost in
my wmind wes the bad bread we had got in prison.’ S50 I started
te organise "25" drives to malke money to hgve bread sent
weekly to Frongoch to the imprisoned members of the Keating
Br&ncﬁ. We sent twenty large pans and agbout & 1bs,.of butter
wach week and & slab of cake periodically. We also levied
6d per week.on_éach of the members of the Eeating Branch.

This went on until the gensral relesse at Christmas.

Thare was noéhing much deing then until the arrest of
another group of men for their alleped connection with a
Germen Plot in February 191%. Ny brother lick was one of
thoee arprested and deported, first to Oxford end thsn-tu

Fairford.

During all this tims there were collections for the
Frisoners' Dependents. We organised concerts, asridheachta,
cardvdrives and sll sorts af'things to bring in funds.

I remember kick Collins being a great worker in connection

with these things.

In the middle of August 1917 Tom Ashe was staying atb
our houge -~ he offten. stayved with us. One of my aisters was
getting merried and he was tlhere for the wedding. Going
down town a few days after,_he'was arrested and his subsegueni
fate is well known. His funeral wses marvellous and was the
Tirst public display of sympathy since the Rising with

anyone who wae ready Lo fsce death Tor his national principles

I don't remember anything of outstanding importance
until the Conscription time. I was on the Phibsboro
Committes of the anti~ comsceription orgenisation. It did
not last vefy long and we had only e few meetings as, owing
t0 the vignrcuﬂ'prﬂtests madé, the Bill was drﬁéped gg far

g8 Irelsnd was concernad.
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It was reslly the anti-conscription movement that reviwved
national feeling in ihe country and medeé the subseqguent fight
in '19, '20 snd 'Z21 possible. It made them realise that they
had & country and that if they pulled together, somsthing
might be eventually achieved. This solidarity that was
brought about by the threat of conscription, to my mind, led

to the success of the general election at the end of the ysar.

From June 1218 on, the bad epidemic of -influenza began to
rage all over the country. It became impossible to get nurses
or sdmission to hospital. Whole families were prosirated by
it, especially in the congssted srees of Dublin, so that there

wes nobody to attend to the sick.

Cumann na mBan was asked by their Executive to step into
the breach and they did very good work among the poor. They
visited them in their homes, cléan@d their places, c¢ooked for
them, etc. Bven rich people who c¢ould well afford to pay
nurses could not get them end Cumann ne mBen helpsd some of:_

thege oo,

I was present at the opening of Fhe Deil on Elsi January
1919, having got & card from Nick Collins, which I em handing
in to the Bursau. There was great excltement oyer_thia and
it brought tremendous crowds to the liansion House. I remember
the cheering ovation de ?hlerﬂ got when he errdved. Everybody
got a great chesr as. the roll wese called, It waé a very.

impressive scens.

Although I married in Junme 1918, I contimmed my
activities in Cumsnm ns mBan and the Geelic League., I carried
on my business #n 15 College Green where we rented a few roocms
at the top. We gave the use of onme of them to D4il Bireanm.
They had & set of keys and could enter the room whenever they
liked. Diarmuid O'Hegarty, Gearoid G'Sullivapeanﬂ a typist
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from England and Joined me in the business, thought it
adviseble to take enothar office on. the other side of the
street 8o as to distribute our expensive machimes for fear of
raids. He gave permiseion to Bob Price to use it for Volunteer
purpngéﬁf ...... Bob worked there every dey with a typlst and
eventually it was raided, probably as the result of some
information Eupgligd by the caretaker who was an €x-R.I.C. man.
Our own office was also raided aﬁﬂ soon af{er that the Dail

ﬂireann_pﬁople left.

At this time I had & car and when the Volunteers wanted
. to use it, they merely sent me word and I left the key in it.
The Volunteers would return it in a couple of -hours. I wes

not supposed to know it was gone.

M

During thse Black and Tan period the Officﬁ’WEE raided
dozona of times anﬂ our machlnﬂa aasurnyad a8 well a8 our
gtock. The Tans took tha trouble of unrolling the spools of
tape ard escattering them in tengled heesps on the floor, so
the they could not be used. On one occasion they wrote ,up
on the wall in large red, white and blue letters: "Do not
work for Dail fireann or ?9% By Order of the Black end Tans".
This remained on the wall until we clossd up our business in

1926, when my husband was moved to London.

We lived in Leeson Park Avenue Trom 1918 and kept people
'on the run'. Austin Steck, Frank Fahy and Piaras Beaslaol
Freguentliy slept at.our house where they were alwsys welcone.
In a short {ime, howsver, the detectives got wise to this and
one night two of them ceme in by the back amd asked was _Austin
Stack there. ¥rank Fahy had only just left the house and I

hgd to send him end the others word that the house was watched.

I remember nothing of interest until Bloody Sunday. Ny

“husband and myself went early to Croke Park but could not get
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should bhe opened at alls. The match was well advanced
vhen the Tans quistly took up their pogition st the canal
Bide of the grounds asnd swepi the field with machine gun

fire., A penic ensued. We atayed where we wers, noi

»estirring, As we saw ift was impossible to move. A man

beside us hed the heel ol his boot bBlown off by a bullet.
another man's hat waes shot off his head. Pﬁﬁpla were
beside themselves and started to climb insurmountable walls.
In a couple of minutes the British militery came inm by the
canal and held up the Black and Tens and made them stop
firing. Others came iIn by the main gake and attempted to
reetore order. I they had nut_cnma as prompily as they
did there would heve been a mgssacre of the whole crowd,

a8 the Black snd Tans had run smok. The military martisglled
the crowd and got them out of the field in & more .or less
orderly Lashlon, examining each one going out, feeling
their pockets and asking whether they had amy.ravolvera

snd what they knew about the shooting of the officers.

I remarked to the officer who examined us that i£ Wwas a
disgrace %o let out those lumnstic Black and Tans. He
replied that we were fortunste that the military £ad_
errived so quickly. W@We called all those forcee Blaeck and
Tane, but in fact they were auxilisries that bahaved_ao.

disgracefully in Croke Park.

Our offices during all this time continued to be used
for the transmission of dispatches and various prominent
members of the Volunteers dropped in from time to time for
news or for & chat. Tom Cullen, Dick lcKes, Niall MacKeill,
Frank and Hugh Thornton, Feadar Clancy and many oihers were

Trequent visitors.

One Friday night, early in 1921, Auzxilisries under

Major King made a reid on our house in liegson Park Avenue
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husband. He, while being saympathetic %o the cauea; had =no
connection whatever with the Volunteer movement. They probebly
confused him. with Eamon Martin who was a very active Volunitesr.
My husbaml was away iIn Dundelk or Drogheda on business at the
time. TWWhen asked by MajJor King whsere he was I tblq him, adding
that he ﬁnulﬁ be home the next day for his lunch at 1 o'clock.
Major King ssked me verious questions, among them whether I wase
a Sinn Feiner. I said I was and he peplied: "Do vou know that?
I could put fﬁu ageinst the well and shoot yaﬁ for that?" I
gaid I was guite aware of it and {that I wes not the first snd

probably would not be the last to be treated like that.

They searched the house thoroughly for wmore then an hour,
removing bricke from the fireplace. They were scatftered

| through various rooms, including my bedroom. ihen leaving,

Ma jor King acked me to slgn a paper that nothing was'takan.

I refused, égging'I did not knew.ﬁhat, if anything, had been
teken, I went into the drawing-room end found that the carpet
was covered with a mass of cigarette butts ;that wersa ground |

into it. I said to Major Kf;E that he had great control over

his pigs. He called the ‘men and made them pick up all the

hutté and apologised to me., He waes very polite to me, although

he had & very bad name. |

The next morning when I went to the office I found the
Auxilisries there waiting for me. They asked again where my
husbend was. I said I had told them the previcus night where
he wss and when he would be home., As g matter of fact, my
husbani, who hiad come back by the moraning frain, wes at this
time at the other side of the road with my brother, Ristesard,
watching the rald on tha office., Thse Auxiliaries departed
semving they would go 'to the house later and to bBe sure fo have
my husbard there, My husbend amd I went home together by tram
end a3 we were finishing dur lunch a lorry load of Auxiliaries

errived, Only two came in - Major King snd a man whose name
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I afterwards learned to be John Reynmolds. They said they
were arresting my husbend, .I asked whether they would wait

. wiille he Ired a cup of coffee and offered them some. They were

a Bbit surprised at the offer, but after some hesitatlon they
accepted it. I asked Major Xing where they were taking him to.
He replied to Duﬁlin Castle and that I could see him any time.
Joe walked out with Hajor King in front. The other man turned
to me and s8aid in a low voice:; "That is not g0, iy name is
Reynolds, and if you ssk for me, I'il see that your husband

gets anything you bring him".

The next day, Sunday, I went to the Castle sste with

cigareties and other comforts. In reply %0 mv ocuestion I wss

" informed. thet he was not in the Castle, but he mighi be in

REichmond Barracﬁs. I {then =msked for Reynolds. He told me
thet Joe was there., He took the stuff thét I brought end
duly delivered them to my husband. I went several times
during the following week with food and clothes and easch time
I handed them over %o Reynolda. I wae never dllowed to see

my husband .

Alfie Byrne came to me on Monday and said he was going
to see Commisgioner Barrett to gét my husband out. I said
he could do aa he liked, but I wap not asking for any
concessions. After sbout 10 days Joe wes relesssed. He had
been kept in the gnardroom and while he was tlhere the meubers
of the Corporation were arrssted and brought  to the Castle..
Micheal ‘O Loingsigh, whom Joe knew, was one of those brought
in. . | | |

Tﬁere was an old soldier from Tipperary in charge of the
guerdroom who was very decent to my husband, and on one
occgsion defended him against s cherge of having poisoned the

cocos in an urn that was slways kept boiling for the Juxiliaries

. on their return from raids. Joe had many conversations with
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t0 both of them. He asked the soldier how he could remain
in the Eritish army which was doing such horrible things in
Ireland. This poor soldier hated the conduct of the

Auxiliaries and he afterwarde commitited suicide.

For Reynolds' kindness to Joe I took him up a box of
100 cigarettes and had a long chat with him. I sent word %o
Mick Collins that I thought this man might be aympathetic.

At Mick's suggestion, Reynolds was encouraged. to visit
our office and eveniuwally I invited him to our house in Leeson
Park avenue, I sounded him cautiously and at last asked him
péint blank would he give information if he was paid for i1t.
He promptly said he would, I'aenﬁ woerd to Collins to this
effect and a meeting wes arranged in the office in 15 Collegs
Green. Reynolds %urnﬂd up expecting to mest ﬁiak Collins.

He did not, of course, come, as there was a-feeling that the
Castle ﬁight have been laying a trap for him throush Reynnlda.
Hugh Thornton, Frank's brother, arrived. After a short
conversation in which I took no part, it was agreed that

Reynolds would meet Frank Thornton to arrange terms.

Through Reynolds, compleie inTormetion wes obisined of
the movementis and plans of the auxiliaries. EKe géva severgl
vhotogrephs including one that was once published in the
Capuchin Annusl showing a group of duxilisries. Hé gavs a
Ikey to this photo and thus ell the vrominent iuxiliaries became
knovm to Hick Collins' Souad, The informstion suoplied by
Reynolds led to many successful ambushes of the Auxilisries

and to the failure of meny of their raids on Volunieer houses.

Suspicion of Reynolds must have bean at last aroused,
becsuse he was trensferred to Corofin in Co. Clare, to the
Black and Tans. After a short time there he was arrested,

heving been ceughi handing.out arms %o the Volunteers. He
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to me to a®k me to call to see him. I went anﬂ‘he seid to me
that Mick Collins haed promised him that if he got into any
difficulty of the kind he was now in, Mick would arrange for
his defence. I failed ‘o find Hick Collins, but I interviewed
Dick Mﬁlcahy, the Chisef of Steff, in some house in Leeson 8t.
Dick said they could not do anything, a8 Reynolds had been

well paid for any information he supplied.

Eventually I located Mick Collins who gﬁt Beddy Lynch to:
defend him. At this tims Reynolds wss some months in Beggars
Bush fearing he would certsinly be shot. I had visited him
a few times and brought him food and other comforts.
Fortunstely for him, he was never tried s the Truce ceme anhd

brought about his release.

He did not return (o England and when the Free State was
being formed, he was taken into it and,: being useful, he was
mede a Commandent. He was appointed to the command of Ranﬁore_
Barracks. He was evantuﬁlly guspended by Gearoid 0'Sullivan,
the Adjutent General, for handing over arms to "Bgby" Duggan,

who was in charge of the I.R.A. in that district.

I cammot recall sny other important events in my
experience that would be of particular interest to the Bureau
of Militery History. We were constantly called upoen in the
office t0 help the Volunteers in any way they wented us.

We typed for them end lent them typewriters which, in some cCaBas,
wers not returned. BSome of them, which were destroyed in raids,
were pald for, others were not. We made a claim in respect of
typewriters that were broken up during a Black and Ten raid

on the office and were allowed helf the smount of our c¢laim,

but the amount was never phaid; it was kept for arrears of income
tex by the Cosgrave govermment. You remember that at one stage
we were advised not to pay income tax, but to invest the amount

in Dail Bonds which we did., The Bonds wére paid in full by
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I applied for my medals in respect of service
in 1916 and the subsequent periocd. I was only
grented them about four years ago through the
inatrumentality of Lily O'Brennsn and Eilis Ni
Riein (Mrs. 0'Comnell). On principle, I never

applied for a pension.
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