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Statement by

Rev. James Alex Hamilton Irwin, M.A., B.D., D.Ph.,

The UManse, Lucan, Co. Dublin.

I was educated at an ordinary National School,
Rallagh, C¢. Londonderry. For two winters I got a
grind in Latin and Greek from a locel teacher,

Haster Edward Devine, a Roman Catholic, who w@s shot

and rpobbed in Belfast during the trouble., After

passing the Matriculation by the 0ld Royal University,

I went direuf to Magee College, Londonderry, ﬁhﬂre

I took nearly all my cgllegé course. In.lgaﬁ I went

to Edinburgh University where I attended art classes

and glso theological clrassea in New College, Edinburgh,

d was ordained in Killesd in November, 1903, ﬁhere

I remained till October 1926, when I went to Edinburgh.
-

On two occasions I was. a candidate for anjt:]:ne:.ir:i
in the Presbyterian Colleges in Bglfast and Londonderry,
and on both occasions I was at the foot of thexpcll,
not from any lack of academic qualifications, but because
of my political leenings which were not popular with the
majority of the Ministers and Elders of the General

. Assembly of the Presbylerian Church in Ireland.

. While Minister of Killead I rendered great service
not only to the local congregation and my own dhurnh,
but the general cause of education I built one of the
finest country schools in Northern Ireland and;alﬂn t?o
residences for teachers. 1In order to raise the money
for this purpose without Govermment aid, I toured E

[

dmerica and left all these buildings free of debt when
I went to Edinburgh. In addition %o this T es;rriéa out
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extensive repeirs to the Manse and Church property.

To the exacting work of a large and scattered
abng;-egatian,,I engaged in a great many outeide
activitiés in connection with Natlonal Haalth and
was g member for many years of the Mmulogzia
Committee for County Antrim, !

In 1916 I had a serious illness which laid me
aside for three months; this trouble, largely liver,
kept recurring af times, In 1920, on the advice of a.
specialist and at the invitation of many friends which
I had mads in aAmerica during my collecting tour in
1913, I again wisited the U.S.A. acaompanied:bar
Mre, Irwin. |

thile in a hotel in New York I was introduced’
for the first time to Mr. de Valera. _

A few months prior to this a deputation from the
Ulster Unionist Qouncil conmsisting of a nunmber of
leading Ministers and laymen toured the United States
and Canada to enlist the support and sympathy of the
Protestants of America against the Irish fight for
independence. = The mestings which they addressed,
were largely held :Ln Churches or in halls hel'!zind.
closed doors, to which admission was by ticket; seldom,
if ever, did they venture to address; a public meeting,
Mr. de Valera and his friends were anxious tc; counteract
this and to gain the sympathy and support of America,
irreapact:‘.iva of creed or politics, so he asked me would
I address a public meeting in New York. I agreed and
a_graat__i_:-mating‘ was held in one of the large halla c}.f
khe city, capable of accommodating B,bﬂﬂ. It was
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packed to capacliy, and afterwards I addressed a crowd
of many thousands outside; similar meetings were also
addressed by me in Chicago a:mi ot.her large centres. -‘

r
]

Mr. de Velera then asked me %0 accompany him on
his southern tour to which I agreed, and I and Mrs. Irwin
had a-moa.t delightful three weeks tour through the
Surmy' South. Everywhere we were received wi;th the :
greatest enthusiasm and at every step Mrs. Trwin wasE
greeted in the usual American fashion "Say :Lt:; with '

' flowers", and though the normal time of roaes% was not

yet, she was presented wilth huge bouguets of roses.
Here is an extract from an American paper of

the day: ! .
"Wild outbursts of enthusiasm l

welcomed Rev. Dr. Irwin, Protestant !
Delegate from Antrim, whose scholarly |
1

i

oration volces; the brain and head of
intellectual Ulsterh,

|

We began the campaign at Norfolk in ?irginia on
gth Jpril, 1920, and went through Garolina - Harth and
South -, Georgia, Florida, Alabama, Iﬂu.taiana,
Mississippi, nabamS ARRRTS) fintenting wp in
Richmond on April Egath. Everwﬁara the recaﬁtiun and
hoapitul:l.t;,r was; overwhelming and nowhere was there any
crganiaed or even spontaneous opposition, ,&t_ Savannah ,
@eorgia, the report was amtaad that I was a Jefsuit in
disguise.  When told I said the disguise was pretty
thick when I had Mrs. Irwin with ms, The Rm Catholic
Bi_qﬁop met us there and greeted me with the remark
"what was I doing with that moustache on?". H:.r quick
retort was "it is the only thing I have to save my fa}pﬂ“.
During this trip ir. de Valera and I had the unigue |
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privilege, a priwilege hardly ever asccorded to non-

merbers of the Assembly, of addressing the 1egislhtunes

of Virginia and Meryland.

At the public meeting in Savannah in Georgla,
a telegram was handed to me from Mr. Hugh Pollock,
Belfast, the Minister of Finance of Northern Ireland,
to thias effect: "Irish Presbyterian Church réﬁudiates
Dr. Irwiq‘s mission in Anerdica and is taking drastic .
action againat him®, I resd this telegram .‘Lni Bcathf
tones to the meetifig and then in equally scathing tones
deelt wilith this worthy fIour merchant daring %o speak,
for the Presbyterian Church in Ireland. I% may be
interesting to note that this tour was arr&ngaﬁ by a |
Southerner, a member of the Beptist Body, and a nr.cmillmnt

Freemsson. This may be of importance later. .

i Cn return to Washington I addressed several i
. |
meetings, ineluding Kinwanis and other clubs. I

Mr. de Valera then asked me to go further north %o
'bﬁrder‘ cities and Canada, to which I agreed. ‘A very
lerge meeting was erranged in Detroit at which ‘T spoke,
under the chaim?ianahip of a Jew, a leading citizen of

- Detroit. I then crossed into Canada and addressed

large meetings in Toronto, Montreal, Quebeec and Ot tawd.
In Ottaws, members of the G“anndiah Parlimment arrangad.
a gheat bangquet in honour of KMrs. Irwin and myself.
Unfortunately Mrs, Irwin was; unable to go owing to
i:lII].@BE.i,. but there the hospitality and kindness were
unbounded,

The only plece where there wag some opposition was

in Finnipeg. The large hall engaged for the occasion! was
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filled to capacity, probably more of the enemies of

Ireland than the friends. The opposition was largely
orgenised by members of the QOrange Order. The police

had given orders that the doors of the hall. should be
left open and that when the platform was: stormed, the
occupants of .the platform could escape. There was
considerable interruption and disturbance when the
Chairman waa introducing me, but unfortunately (or
fortunately) for the disturbers I was more femiliar with
how to handle an Qrange audience end of the paychﬂlogr
of the Orangemen than they hed made Bangain for, and sc-
instead’ of beginning my address on Irsland I began with
prayer, a prayer afterwards quoted in full in :the lﬂﬂ;ﬂl
paper. I then after the praysr launched into my |
subject.  There were some interruptions which only
engbled me to drlve home my points still more foreibly
and the meeting went on quietly to its: natural conclusion.
One of the organisers of the disturbance told a friend

of mine afterwards, saying, "we went there and were
determined o break up the meeting, but your praying
parson was t00 many for us". So those who came to scoff
remained to pray and willy nilly %o hear Ireland's case

put as: they had never heard it before.

I had t0 remain in Canada till Hre. Irwin had
reasonably .recovareﬁ when 'we galled down the at; Lawrence
and the Audson to New York and thence back to Erin,

Owing to Mra, Irwin's heglth and anxiety to ga;t: home

I regretfully had to0 decline an invitation from

lr, de Valera to accompany him to Californis and address’
meetings there,

Back home again the s torm began, In my absence

1

the Northern Unionist leaders had stirred up my r
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congregation against me to the nth degree; many J.etft

my church and my salery was cut down by half, but my
whole éeﬂaion and by far the best members of my
congregation remained loyal and faithful, to their {
everlasting credit, a faithfulness: and 1pyali'.r whicit

I will remember to all eternity. This, of course,.
only the more irritated my opponents whose sole object
was not only to drive me out of the congregation but
out of the Ministry of the Church. | |

|
Dail Bireann presented me with a besutifwl s:i.lv:'er

tray in recognition of my services in America and i
Canada to the cause of Ireland. The present was 'br:uught
by car 4o my home &t EKillead. This was the yracurﬁ_tur- of
trouble, of caurse;t all my actions were carefully
watched and duly reported at Unionist Hes.dquartarsr',

with all sorts of imaginative comments and add:iticna;.
This visit .wa.s reported as: Bringing ¥r. de Valera o my
home and that he was in hiding there in the form of 'fa

domestic aervant.

This got the authorities on the war path and my
home wges raided in the midd:l.g of the nlght by a hand of
military and police; every roomn was anarchedi.am every
drawer in my desk had the contents tossed out Iooking for
geeditious literature, In this respect there :15-. an
amusing story going round which may be pertly
apoeryphal. T was a considerable Hebrew scholar and
kept dabbling in Hebrew. A document was found that none
of the party could read or translate 'bﬂliewingi it 4o d»e
Irish; they sent it to Belfast:; none there could
interpret it. It was sent to Tondon with the same 1
result, It was then sent to Dublin and the tr&ns'latiion

came back, a portion of the Twenty-Third Pealm "The Lord's
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my Shepherd, I*1l not want®, {4s someone sgid it wa
the first time he knew that the Bible was seiitiausi

literaturse. 1'

I was taken to the local barpracks in the middle of
a cold winter's night and left there without fire or bed
or bed-clothes; or food, on a Eatur&a}r night, to boot,
that my pulpit would be empty on the Sunday, bub
Hre, Irwin saw to that. On the Monday I was taken 40
the jail in Crumlin Road, Belfast. On admission, the
doctor found me to be suffering fram bBronchitis a.ndi
sent me to hospital; this trouble has: recurred ever
since, After a time I was allowed out on bail,
In a few weeks: I was: called up to hear a swimery of .
ewidence egainst me. This was conducted by a G&pmq}n
of the British Army, The accused can agk the é.acus';er
questions but cannoct hﬂ'prnfe_sa:ionally represented,
The accuser in this case was. the local D.T. » ReIC ’
a presbyterian, brother of g praa’hytari&n'elafgjman. ;.
In his ewidence he sald he arrested me on such a night.
"Did you caution himg", said the Gaptain. "No", salid
the D, I, "That 18 a 'very serious: matter", sald the
Captain, "that you arrested a man without ‘cautioning him™,
In his further evidence he sald he found a gun or g
revolver without a permit, and also in one of the drawers
in the desk an Irish Volunteer bhadge, "Did you see
anything else in that drawer?", I asked. "No", sald the
D, I, "You are on your oath, Sir", I sald, "0h!, yes,
Tlnow I em an my eath”,.  “Did you not see & number, of
Communicants" tokens in that drawer as well?"., He sald,

"I would not know what & communicant's: token was".

"Andyou call yourself a pres:hy'tai'ian“, Isaid, This

-y

f‘iniqham the evidence.

—— b
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After some weeks more I was called up to be

tried by courtmartial at the nmilitary headq,uartersf'
in Belfast. The total charge sgainst me was: that’
I had a gun without a permit and en Irish Vt:lumiee%
bedge. My lawyer advised me to plead guilty, and. of
eﬂurae', I could not deny that I had the gun and haéi
no permit, a crime of vhichh practicsglly every nwmbqfsr
of the parish might have been accused of as well EI.B'- L.
L.
At a courtmartiel vhen the accused pleads |
guilty, no further evidence can be admitted save what
is contained in the summary of evidence, so the poor
D, I, was denied the priwllege of an eloguent
description of my political iniquities. iy lmel:}
made a powerful dé:fenee showing what I had done fm!-
the nation and the country dwring the War years,
breaking up a derelict farm of 150 apres; and gruwiri.g
70 acres of grain to feed the nation. The memberg of
the Court were greatly impressed and sald, "“Dr, Ifr n
has: worked, we only telked". All parfilee then :
retired to awalt the verdict of the Qourt, the oid
Gsptein outeide with all the documents filled in except
the gmount of the fine (5/- or 10/-). One hour
passed and nothing happensd, Two hours pasﬁe& ame:iE
£till no sign; then an officer appeared saying
"Dr, Irwin must go back to Crumlin E'.o.aai Gaol aa'lhia
ball was surrendered". So back I went to the same.}

-@ell g8 before., Next morning I saw my lawyer emning;

with a face like thunder and informed me that I hadl
teen sentenced to two years' imprisomnent, rradmed to
one., M"Zll right", I said, "tell Mre., Irwin to send| in
my books for the final B.DI. Degree of London

University and carry on',
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Then the fat wae in the fire, Telegrams began to
pour in %0 the British Government and the Preses from

U.S.A. and Cengda. One from Canada is worth

= i —— [ ———

renenbering ;-

"Mwelve Ulster-born Qrangemen sre
willing to come over at their own expense
to give evidence in favour of Im, Irwin
end’ demand a full and fair trial by jucy".

—-

My lewyer wrote %o his friend, the Hon. H, asqulth,
agking him to raise the guestion in the House of E
Gmm. Here was the orime - g gun without a psrﬂéit,
and here the punishment - two years' imprisomment :

the two were hard to reconcile.

Jhile the me:ﬁbers of the Courimartial were
eonsideéring their verdict in Belfast they had - i
commnicated By "phone with Genersl Maxwell in Dublin.
He in turn had anquirac:i. of an ex-loderator of the
Presvyterian Church, an ex-Army Cheplain having rank of
Brigadlier General, as t0 what would be the effect on the
Presbyterian Church of sending me to prison, @hat ‘the
answer wae, of course, we don't know, but judging from
the results: we may assume it was not favourable to me;
probably it was to the effect that the Presbyterien '
Ghurch in Ireland would not be disrupted, tut perhaps
on the whole pleased even if I wiere hanged. .In am,r:
case that something must be done to put me out of the
Hinistry eutomatically, for if a linister is ahsent
from his pulpit for more than three months: without the
leave of his Presbytery he has: automatically demised.
hls charge, Hence the extracrdinsry verdiet -
Russia ftoday could hardly improve on it.

L]

|
|

Mr. dsguith interviewed Sir Hemar Greenwocod, t?é.en
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Chief Secretary for Ireland, and told him he was going
t0 ralse my case in the House. Sir Hamar pled for some
days grace %ill he would enquire into what was behind |
all the telegrams, | |

While back in prison owing to the intervention .
of the doctor and the kindness of the Goverinor I was
given & certain amount of liberty, but at the same time
strict isolation; I was not allowed to exercise with -
the other prisoners, I was visited by Sir Ernest Qlark
(‘the_n dssistant Chlef Secretary fl::-r Ireland) with
headquarters in Belfast, accompanied by ir. Black of the
Belfast 'Ewening Telegraph'. What the ohject of the
visit was is unknown, whether 1t was to see if I wou:l.d
make an ad miseracordium appsal for release or %o see
whether or not I was a fire-eating monsiter with horns
and aloven hoof or an ordinary human being, but all
things: were discussed by them from american hotels t;:
the state of the weather; save that I was here and they -
were there, and go they left as they éame, exzept ﬂmt
they saw vwhat T was like.

The Pi*eabyterian Chegplain, the late kr. Northey,
was extremely kind to me, a kindness: which I'g'rate:mily
remember, a8 no other brother clergyman ventured to

8ee me,

In the cell opposite was a man condemned to death
Tor some political crime, But as he had & bad heart the
doctor would not allow him o be alone, so two other !
politicel prisoners sccompanied him in the cell (a qw.;ita
large one) night and dﬁy. I occasionally took a ali!p
into their cell for a chat. One morning I saw frumi

thelir oell the Governor and the Chief Warder (a Cork man)
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hurrying across: the vrison yard. I hurried back to bed,
The Governor came in and said, "I have good news for y:nu_;
you are to be released in the morning, I have it oveb
the 'phone, but I mst walt for written confirmation

before releasing you", I thanked him, In the morning

- I was turned out without any reason why or wherefor and

was. never told why.

The Presbytery of Tamplepatrick had called a meeting
to deal with the situetion.and to their amezement end '
eonsternation I turned up at the mseting so that nothing
could be done except to argue and bite for a while,

This attempt to drive me out of the Hinistry had miserably
falled, so other methods of attack must Te tried.

B A special visitation meeting of the Tﬁnplapatric]?:
Presbytery was called to wisit Killead, This visitatinn
took plece early in the year 1921. A4t a; viesltation I
Preﬁhyterar there are a certain number of steresotyped
guestions that have to be asked to the Minister, Kirk,
Session, Gommittee and congregation, All those were |
anawered in most glowing terms as to thé work I had dofe
in the congregation for the past seventeen Years, and of
aourse, on the 'bé,sia of the answers:, an equally g:l.uwin;g
finding would hs:ve_ to be formulated, | 4n ex-D,I,, an
elder in a neighbouring congregation, saw the 'ahém-di‘b;l!r
of the situation and how gilly the Presbytery would lodk

when they came to condemn, instead per force on the
evidence bhefore them, could only give umguelified praise

. and eommendation. He, therefore, asked the Moderator '#o

be allowed to ask me some additional questions. This |
request was granted and without any rrevious warning the
followlng questions were shot at me By the said ex-b, Lij:
"Do you consider it consistent with your position as: a!’
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BhI"iEI!..'tiB.n Minister to be asmoclated with the bead of the
marder gang? (meaning, of course, Mr, de Valera),
Without hesltating for a moment I replied, "the heads
of th'e1 British Government are very anxious; fo be
asgociated with himabt preseni and what is good enough
for them is good enough for me", This rather put out
the good man, but he was not 6 be put off. He

contlnued, "do you consider 1{ eonsistent with your

profession es & christian Minister to speak from the

same platform as the head of the murder gang?, . Asdin,
my ‘unhesitating reply wasi, "I consider it cons:istent

- with my freedom as: a Presbytérian Minister to spesk my

mind on any platform in the wnﬂd.'*. "That's enough,
MOd'era.{mr“, sald the rather Eu'h-uﬁt'éx—‘rﬁ. I,

The Presbytery then retired to consider their
finding, ~When they hed arrived at this T was called in
40 hear it. ° The finding was; "that the Presbytery
rafer the whole matter to the Synhod of Belfasth,

"You are a pack of cowards”, I sald; "If I have done
wvrong, say it, and I am not afraid to answer the charge,

. Ef I haven't done wrong, say 1t; you are a bunch of

cowards”. = The idea was that rather then meet the
publieity of the Synod I would resign, but I felt that
the publicity weapon was: one two could use. The Synod
of' Belfast 1s usuelly e tame affair dealing with
routine matters: and attended by an old clergyman who
acted as reporter for several papers, and no other
reporters, but I s.préad: the knowledge through Ireland ss
to what was coming up at the Synod. When the‘&pmﬁ.'i of
8 elfast met in the spring of that year no 1esa'tha.nf
twenty-two reporters were at the Press table firom
ublin, Cork, Galway and where not, Tre members oi‘qthe
Synod were s0 gcared at the array that they refused to
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touch the case at all and referred it simpliciter o
the General Assembly. This wae dénouementi number
as: far as Chirch Courts were concerned,

‘ When the Asgembly met In June they were aqual]i:.r
frightensd and referred the matter to a select
Committee. The Commiiiee met at Xlllead and ‘the Iadiias
of my congregation received them graciously, '
entertained them sumptuously and told them some home
truthe that 4did them good, i

Meantime, the opposition felt that the grou;nﬂi
under their feet was getting slippy and that _thay mu:a;t
d&o something to strengthen the hands of the select
Committee, %

i

To do this they got a number of the discontents: to
slgn a petitlon asking the Assembly through the

Committee to have me removed from ihe congregation. ‘
‘This petition lay for weeks in the local public houa-_ie
for signetures; the Qlerk af the Assembly showed me this
petition; most of the signatories had never Etﬁenﬂed
worship in EKillead- -during ny minisitry nor long before it.
There was one signature which 'h;::f.:-]: ny breath away. :

It was that of a very specigl friend of mine to whom

I had rendered a very great and sipnal service. To ﬁm}:e
sure there was no mistake I interviewed this special
glgnatory and asked him did he sign the petition and: he
said "notv, I further asked him if he gave anyone
authority to Sign it for him and he said "no". T said,
"will you come dovm and say that before the Assenbily's
Gommittee tomorrow?", Being a shy country man he sa;_:!.d.
Le would rather not, "Well", I sald, "will you gﬂ.vé me
authority to say it for‘you?"'; " He said, “eertainl:,r‘i.

= . -

il
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When the petition wae referred to, I sald, ]
"oderdtor, there i3 one slgnature to that petition I can
prove is forged, perhaps others also, and another ha&
withdrawn his ngne", Dr. Lowe, Clerk of the HAasambdly,
sald, "that is a véry serious matter and I'm efraid
invelidates the whole petition". after a Yong series: of
questioning and a good high tes, thé Committee could come
to no decision and went back tc Belfast. I was on
heliday at Portrush and came up speclally for the
neetlng, Cn my way back I saw three members bf the !
Committee - two Ministers and a layman, a lawyer, '

. !
They sald, “we have been sprointed as a deputation to go
dovm to Porfrush to see you, but if you give us no
] I
encouragement there is no use in our going", I said,
aome along, a day at Portrush will do you good™,
‘Meantime I consulted some republican leaders and
drew up with their approval the following document to
gubmit to the deputation ;=
"Dr., Irwin deeply regrets that, owing
to outeide interference, the happy
harmonious relations that existed between
all the members of his congregation and
himself for sc many yeers have been
disturbed, but he is quite conwinced that
if this outsilde interference is: removed
those happy relgtions will be restored,
but at the same time he clalms the right
that was accorded to other kinisters by

our Church to speak his mind on plaiforms
- in Mﬁriﬂﬂ"-

-

I submitted this. to the deputation when they came
to Poritrush. The lawyer sald, "we will put it in they
negative - we disapprove of the indiscretion of all oLr
Ministers spesking in America on a purely politicel .
question®.  "Ch, well", I sald, "if you put us gll cp
‘the same footing there iz no use inlquarrelling;ﬂ, an%
in consequence the statement was recelved as: ” i

satisfactory,
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Rev. Dr., Lowe who was then Moderator of the

Assembly as well as Clerk, came down to Killead to read
the decision of the speciel Gommlttee o the
congregation. It was a harmless enough document,
differing slightly from the terms agreed at Fortrush.
The difference was %0 save the face of the Assembly and
at the same time not to de an;;,rthing against 'me as I had
done no wrong only exercised the inalienable i*ighté: of
any presbyterian.

!

- I asked a friendly member of the congregation w:hat
was: the object of all this persecution. He ‘raplied?.,
"of' course, it is to put you out of the Church",

"But supposing they don't succeed, what happense",
I said. The reply was, "ch, I suppose th.ay'll'éurs:g
God and die". So much £0r the ecelesiastical side Eof

the question.

There was another side no less annoying and

L]
L]

vexatious, Prior 10 the ecoleslastical triel a
charlet.a’n calling himself Gipsy Pat Smith was conducting
an evangelistic: campaign in the Y;I. ¢, A. Hell, Belfast.
He had been to America and subsecuently was: hunted out

of the country for his misdeeds. The real Gipey $mith,
who was: a saint, 1f ever there was one, was: very angry
with Pat for uswrping the name “Gipsy'. fhethep

Pat Smith wes brought over by the powers: that Be for the
purpose of attacking me, or whether he wae paid when here
for doing s0, or whether he merely expected to get p?.iﬂs
for it, we don't know, In eny case he told the |
Secretary of the Y.M.C.A that he was going to ai:tac' me,
The Secretary said, "iIf you take my advice you will do
nothing of the sort"., However, he 4id publicly in the

Y.M.C.A , saying how he (Smith) had stirred up the
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masoniec element in the Jouthern Jtates of fAmerica and

that kir. de Valera and I were hwited out of every c:ii!;r
we went to, This appeared in full in the Belfast
'Evening Telegra@h'.- " someone called my attention to 1t
and it gave me the very opportunity I wanted as: the
opposition had sedulously reported that I had repented,
eaten the lee k and recanted all my dolngs, and rurm:er
it enabled me to put before the northern public the
exact truth. : !
|
In a letter to the 'Telegraph' filling a column,
I told the public that Mr. de Valera and I were receiled
with h?nour in every town and city_we visited, often met
by a guard of honour of -ex—ser?icemen and on more than
one ococasion recelving the freedom of the city, slways:
listened to by crowded audiences: without interruption: or
distuwrbance, and that the whole campaign had been 1
organised by one of the most prominent freemasons in the
South, adding what effect this had fn the ceampaign, o'pe
way or another, I did not. know, but the Ffact féﬂnaimﬁ‘
and T coneluded by saying that I hoped Mr, Smith's
present;tion of the gospel was a little more sceurate than
his: description of Mr, de Valera's wislt in the Southern
States. This was published in full by the 'Telegravh’
and’ headed ironlcally-"Thelr March through Georgia'.

i

Pat Smith said to the Secretary of the Y.il C.A |
what should he do. The Seoreiary replied, "Dr, Irwin

|

has practically celled you a Ilar and you must produce
proof of your mtatements", He sald he couldn't. |

"Then you should not heve spoken', said the Hacretar:f.! :

One of the members o f théd Assembly's D’umittae:
sald to me, "you will have to withdraw that letter to l

.
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"The Telegraph'. "Wot a single syllable!, was my
emphatic reply. -

— e

When the various triels, civil and emeclesiastic,
- were over, I decilded to hold a Sgle of Work %o
liquidate a small dsbt that still remained on the school
and buildings: which I had erected in connection with
the econgregation, I wes advised agalnst this project
in the present. state of feeling, but I proceeded,

Jome time befores the Sale was: due to come off I learned
on good authority thet the place would be wrecked and
no sale gllowed, and that the B specials and R, T.C.
would give no protection; oconsequently I eppealed tc;
the local I,R,A. leaders. to send a c?ontiﬁgent of ]-
repu‘bliﬁém'poiice 40 take charge.. - Two lorey loads |
arrived the night before the sale., I put them up in

the lianse barn. A mwber of the local epposition went
to Crumlin (four miles) o the R, I.C. Barracks to report.
The Tocal Sergeant had no passionate desire to deal with
this situation with the small force of four at his:
disposel, so he sald to the reporters, "did De., Irwin

send you here?", "No'. "Did Dr, Irwin canplain of
trespess?™, "If!;b“. " "fhen what the h,.. can I do2",

"IB that the imr‘cf it?", esald the reporters, who Rad %o
return as they came, - fThe loeal midwife returning: from
her duties overheard the comversation and duly published
it. HWext afterncon was the Sale. The Head Constable
R. 1.0, came %o me and said, "I hear you have wisitors
hers", "Yes", was the reply. "@Well", he sa:f.d., _"I' can't
Be résponsiblé for order if you keep them heme",  Mgill
you be responsible 1f I send them away?", I said. "'.‘ffea;",
he replied, "I will", ' "1l right", I 'said, "I guarantee
they will -he'éwa.v_ inside ‘an hour", ~ I then madeé arranl ements
and they retired acroes the fields 50 be met by thaij
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lorries on the road some distance away.

When the first patrons of the Sale began to go

home, they were stoned and came back and told me,
I went out to see the Head Constable and said, _
"I thought you undertoock to protect the patrons of jthe
Sale". "How can I?", lie 8aid, "when they are
dispersing in all directions®, "I don't care", I Sald,
"you have to summon the wholé British Army, you-
undertook to protect them and I'1ll hold you '

responsible', There was no méfe trouble, and the 1
Sale passed off successfully, resallsing sevahtsr pounds

more then was necesssry.
The next week the R I.C, Sergeent from: Antrim
I
came out to me and came up to- the fields where I w&%a‘-
with my men raising potatoes. The Sergeant' wes

nervous and not ai ease, i‘inaliy he said, "I came, out

z
to get the names of these men who were at your Sale] of
Work", "I don't know their namea", I sald, "and if

I @0 I am not going to give them 0 you, ‘@-&t is it
your businegss who was: at my Sale of Work?". =~ *I know
that", he said, "end that old ex-D, I., what is 1%t his
tusiness sending me out here?%, "Look here", I said,
"I have patlently stood this persecution for over a year
end I am not going to stand 1t any longer no matter
what powers: I have to invoke, and tell the ex-D, I. with
my compliments, that he 1s a pensioner of the State,

and 1f he interferes: with citizens I'1Y see that ]1&

loses his: pension'. That ende& that.

———

ﬂ;nuther ineident ocecwrred some time before: this
which is worth recording. My car was: taken from me,
or rather the carburetior, which handicepped me in the

doing of the work of g large and seattered 'parish,
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Mre, Irwin had .a s8erious illness and called in the old

Tamily doctor from Belfast who came out to visit her,
He examined her azld"aa:ld_. "I can't be coming out h‘ere,;
you will have o come in t6 town twice a week for
injections"®, "But, Doctor", she sald, "they have taken
my car and how &a.nI get ing", "', he sald, "I e a
great friend of §ir Brnest Jlark's: (the former mentioned
Asesletant Chief Jecreteny). He'll get your car for },-':uu,
send in for the parts", $he sent in but they sent ouit &
Jonsteble to say she could not get the parts, '-
Mre, .Irwin said, "it is §ir Ernest Clerk vho is lookiril,g
efter my car. I am not bothering abhout 1%, This
rather nonplussed the poor Jonstable, lirs, Irwin wro:ta
'Ehe doctor spesking of the police in language more i
foreible than polite or complimentary, She aglsaoc gavaE
instructions to the maid if any policeman ceme out, sl-{e

waz not to be asked t0 see him, the next day the :
Sergeant came out to see lirs, Trwin., The mald said,

"it is more than my Jjob's worth, you cen't see her",

He said, "it is very hnfnoxftant‘{. Tt does: mot m-aii‘;ar"rf ’
the maid said, "you can't ses Her".  He then asked for a
vrlece of nutagﬁf)er and wrote a note asking her to send in
for the parts, and she would get them, This was: done and
the parte resiored and the car was on .the road again.

fhe doctor had shown Jir Ernest Mre, Irwin's Ietter and his
reply was, "d... them, they had to give her the capr®,

It was: only meny months after that I Tearned thet in order
to restore the car §ir Ernest had t6 make an order
restoring every conmandeered car in all Treland, I ciarriea
on my work, Ijo brother Minister, with one ezsention k '
(Rev. Wn, Martin of 2nd Randslstown) ewer called on ma‘ or
asked ne t0 preach in his pulpit and many of them refubed

to spesk %o me'. There were many vinpricks and petty |
annoyances, letters opened and everything done to meke|me

f
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resign my charge in the Winisitry, Rev. Dr. -L;awe, |
Clerk of the General Assembly, was asked By some off
the Teading Unionists to go down to Killead and mavise
me to resign. Dr. Lowe asked the advice of snother

lTeading Unionist and his sdvice was, "you will do

1nothing of the sort. You saiw Dr. Irwin walked twice

out of Crumlin Roed Frison and nobody _knows- why and
you don't know what force you are up against,
"I thought that", said Dr, Lowe, "but I wantéd your
opinion", Howéver, %o show that in some way he had
agrried out his commission, he sent for me, He sald,
"it hes: been suggested to me that you wented to resign™,
T haven't the Least intention of doing so", I said.
"I thought so”, said Dr, Lowe, "but I wantéd o maice
é;i:::-e". ) o )

Late 1n 1926 I got the offer of a collleagueship
in the Beautiful Church of §t, Nichael's in Edinburgh.
I went and hed a very happy and successful Ministry

there,

In 1528 I was: appointed sole 1Minf!.a:ter of
§t. Thames', Leith, Edinburgh, a Church built and
endowed By the father of the Right Hon. William
Ewart Gladstone, Here I laboured f'or aver seven years,
building a new kall and restoring two others,
inatalling a beautiful ﬁipe organ in the Chuech and
adding to the membership great mmbers;, which them
reached the colossal figure of 1900 when T left.
The nostalgia for the homeland was 8t1ll Strong end
when the Iittle copgregation of Lucan becane wacant,?:
1 spplied for it and was unanimously ellected end [
installed there on fscension Thursday, 1935, and by |
Going s0 made & drop in my salery of fl:‘r.rtar-g&r aent,
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Since my return I have _hee'_r-1 agpoiztted,by the
Assembly on various important Committees given the . ;
chairmanship of the Committee that deals with
Government and Educatlon in the Twenty=-Six Counties.
In this: capacity I have been able to rénﬂar gi-eat

semice to the Church and the 8State.

One case ie of some interest and of which T am
very justly proud. A4 prapart:,lr in a2 1ittle village in
County Monaghan becamne glienated from the Church in 'r.ha
Forties of the Iast century when the landlord and thé
ascendancy party were all powerful. The property |
consisted of a Church, hell, school, graveyard, and a
very valuable wooded site -in the centre of the village.
The ownershlp of the property became again in dispute
80 the case was handed over to ms. Bw‘meazthing an
0ld document from the Archives of the British Musewm.
I was. able to restore the whole property to the
Fresbyterian Church for all time without any recourse
to the Civil Courts. '

I sat for years. on the Committee on Vocational .
Organisation and brought in a minority comment, which
had a very favourable reception at the time and since
some of its recommendations quietly appropriated by
succeeding Govermments.

I and many of my friends: believed that the
wide use made by the Church of my aewimesj indicated a .
¢hange of heart 1n the Church's _1'_;11-1;, but we got e _
rude .awakening Iast Easter Monday when the ,_H‘esbﬁt_&nﬁr%
of Dublin tried to censure Ir. Byers and myself for i
holding a Bervice of intercession for the Republic on
Easter Monday, 1949, in the Scota 'mmrch, Abbey Jtreet,
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' when the Presbytery had decilided to hold no service.
It was then clearly revealed that the Church wes. 1
using my aebility and influence, which I had gained
at such a price, merely for their own benefit
without any change of attitude towards me or what-
I stood for.
c
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