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Membership of Inghinidhe na h-Eireann

Various activities of the Society

I joined Inghinidhe na hEireann in 1903, three years
after 1ts foundation. It was my first sctive interest iq
Irish politiecs. The Inghinidhe had come into being in the
year 1900, at the time of the last Royal visit of Queen
Victoria. There are many of the foundation menbers still
living, for instance the WMisses Meagher, Mrs. Perolz Flanagan,
Mrs.lﬁ Brolahain, ete., who could tell of the ¢ircumstances
which led up to its fﬂrmation¢ It came int&lbeing as a
counterblast to the orgy of flunkeyism which was displayed on
that occasion, including the exploitation of the school
children ~ to provide demonstraticns of "loyslty" on behull
of the Irish natives. The leading spirit of anti-British
éctivitw was Miss Maud Gonne, who became the first President
of Inghinidhe na hEireann. She had been much in the public
eye for some years previously, owing to her work for evicted
tenants, with the more active spirits of the Land Leﬁgua, and
with the Amnesty movement, and in 1898, with the Nation-wide
celebrations of the Rebellion of 1798, which in my opinion
' | marked the starting point of the réaurgenca of real National
idealiem. So in 1900 she gathered around her some kindred
spirits, and decided to have as a counterblast 1o the
numerous children's parties (under the Union Jack) a monster
Fatriotic Children's Treat, which was a great suceess, and in

which some 30,000 children took part.

The Inghinidhe grew out of that, and formed itself into
a permanent Society, of Irishwomen pledged to fight for the

complete separation of Ireland from England, and the

4 re-egtablishment of her ancient culture. The means decided
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upon for the achievement of this object was the formation of
evening classes for children, for Irish Language, Irish
History - Social as well as Political -~ the restoration of
Irish customs to every-day life, Irish games, Dancing and
Music, The chief work of the Society was the 'teaching of
children's classes in the above subjects. The children were
mostly ‘recmited from the poorer gquarters of the city, -wherﬁ,
at that time, the British Army got its most valuable recruits,
Our first headquarters was at 196 Great Brunswick Street (now
Pearse Street). Afterwards we rented a whole house in North
Great George's Street, Cur President paid the rent for the
first year, and we aubaequentlg paid it by sub~letting rooms
to various Societies, such as Eaelic League branches, etc.

That extra house-room gave us more scope for our work with

the children, We had more claases andtcftener.

L

As well aé the work of ﬁeaching children, the Inghinidhe
were always active in opposing any expression of the loyal
flunkeyism which was so rampant at that time - it was a sort
of hang-o?gr1from the visit of Queen Victoria, when, in spite
of all the efforts of our people who held National views, and
who were then dubbed "Bxtremists" , Queen Victoria got .an |
official "Address of Welcome, on behalf of the Citizens of
Dublin" from the Corporation, many Parliamentary Nationalists
voting for it. However, this disgrace was wiped cu£ in 1903
when King Edwﬁrd VII came, and no address wha_presenteﬂ h& the
Corporation. This was in no small measure ﬁue to the very
active canvassing by Inghinidhe of the Aldermen and
Councillors, at thgir homes, their places of business, and by
their attehﬂanue in forece at the Corpecration meetings where a
Loyal Address was mooted. The senior members can give a

better account of these sctivities than I can.

Another importsnt work of the Inghinidhe was the

continuons anti-recruiting campaign, which was carried on year
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by year up tc the fifst world war. Cur President was always
very keen that we shﬂgld keep up this work, and was maihly
respongible for the many leaflets we issued. They were in all
cases addressed to Irish girls appealing to them not to consort
with the armed and unifﬂrmeﬂ-enemieslﬁf their country, telling
them that we were at war with England, and that all our
political and social 1ills were due to her occupation of our

country.

It is difficult for pecple to-day to realise the
atmosphere of our capital eity in the early years of this
century. The uniformed soldiery were nnt‘then the pampered
darlings they are to-day. They were considered (even by the
English) good enough to fight, but not fit to mix with '
civiliang in peace time. * In Dublin, for instance, they were
confined to one side of 0'Connell Street, i.e. G.P.0. side.
Hé regpectable person - man or woman - would dream of walking
on that side of the street after twilight. But many
thousande' of innocent young country girls, up in Dublin, aﬁ
domestic service mosatly, were dazzled by these handsome and
brilliant uniforms, with polite young.men with English accents
ingide them - aﬁd dazzled often with disastrous results to
themselves, but that is annthef side of the matter, and we
were only concerned with the National politiéal side, . These
young gifls had not the faintest idea of the moral, social,
or political implications of their association with the

Yred-coats’.

Of course the publication and distribution of these bills
was illegal, in fact any statement derogatory to the forces
of the Crown was regarded seriﬁusly by the authorities.
There mey be some of these hand-bills in existence, but

unfortunately I have not got any, as my dwelling was raided

many dozens of times in the following years, and all my
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belongings scattered from time to time. The danger of
distributing these bills was not only from the Police, but

from the troops themselves and their sympathisers. A group

~ of us would set out sbout eight o'elock in the evening and

start from the Rotunda Hospital, walking rapidly as far as
the Bank of Ireland.‘ We walked in two's, some twenty or
thirty yards apart, and managed in that way to "paper" the
whole oromenade, before these young people had time to
graathhe contents of their hand-bill. Sometimes the girle
thought they were religious tracts, and would display some
hostility. The soldiers, when they became awaré of this
campaign against them, were, of course, cffensive and
threatening. The leafieta had to be concealed in hand-bage
or hand-muffs (which were then worn) and delivered
surreptitiocusly. Any hesitation or delay would lead to a
mobbing, and soldiers at that time had the habit of taking
off their beltg and attacking cilvilians with them if tﬁey
thought there was any hostility to them. This was a very
erowded thoroughfare at this time, but only by Enldiér; '
and their girl friends. Ordinary civiliang did not walk
onn thet side of the street. if they managed to locate
any of us we would have got a rough passage, 80 naturally
it was considered dangerous work for the Inghinidhe, and
many of our friends disapproved, as it was not thought
"becoming™. At that time the military "Suffragette

" movement ned not been heard of and women and girls were

still living in a semi-sheltered Victorianism. The
hurly—bﬂrl& of politics, particularly the kind which led

to the risk of teing involved in street rows, was certainly
not fnought "becoming“"- However, we managed to avoid any
real unpleasantness. Only on one occasion did we come
near it. Misses E. O'Farrell and Sighle Grenan and myself

were spotted by police. We took to our heels, and were -

chaged through Henry Street, Mary street and right up to
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the Markets in Capel Street. We goﬁ'away clear, as we
were young and swift, and the police were hampered by long
heavy overcosats. On the whole we feared ﬁﬂre the soldiers
with their canes. -We desired above all to avold any
fracas, and we succeeded. This campaign led to &

prolonged newspaper controversy which showered us with

' abuse and called us all sorts of names, and we individually

got a constant supply of anonymous letters of the foulest
nature. . It wae not pleasant, but it did raise a volume

of opinion and we had our defenders too.

But I anticipate my nafrative. ;ﬁ August 1903, on
the evening when I went to join the Inghinidhe at their
offices in 196 Great Brﬁnswick Street, I fnund.a notice
on the door, which read "Alil come up_immeﬂiafely to
26 Coulson Ave. Raid on the house. (Signed) Dudley
Digges". I immediately repaired to that address. It is
a little house in Rathgar, ihgrg Madame Maud Gonne lived
at that time. George Russell was her next door qﬁighbnur.
When I arrived in this guiet avenue, I saw & double line of

police on the path outeide and a .gimilar one on the

- opposite side. The little front lawn was crowded with

the Inghinidhe and many young men (who, I think, were
spoiling for a fight). There was a large black flag
flying from one of the front windows. The police were .
hesitant, it seemed they had no ﬁarrant, or at least they
had no legal authority to remove the flag, or to enter
private ground. At that time there was gtill great |
respect for the lettér of the Law, However, the police
just stood staring at the crowd and at each bther, awaiting
apparently "further inatfuctions“, but they did not Fntér
the gate. O0f course the authorities wished to avoid any
publicity for disloyal demonstrations. The gate was

opened for me, and I timidly entered. I had some trouble
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explaining to one of the Misses Meagher that I wanted to
join the Society. I was not known to any of them, and
they ﬁere-somewﬁat suspicious of a girl who wanted to join
in the midst of this excitement. Hoviever, my enthusiasm
was not to be damped, and I was told of daye and hours of
meetings, its work, rules, etc;, s0 I felt I was received.
After eleven o'clock that night I yilked home on air,

really believing that I was a member of the mystical Army

"of  Ireland. I was at once given work to do, and plunged

jnto it with the greatest enthusiasm.

Introduction to a Stage Career.

Miss Mary Quinn (afterwards Mrs. Dudley Digges) was
Hon. Secretary. She introduced me to the '"National
Flayers éociety" which was an outecrop of Frank PFay's
Zroup and the origin of the Abbey Theatre. . The avowed
object ﬂf the National Players was to give dramatic
expreséiﬂn to National politiqal propaganda, as distinet
from the "Art for Art's sake" school. Their chief work
of the year was the production of plays for the festival
of Samhain. This lasted a week, and consisted of a
series of concerts, at which the prize-winners of our
children's classes, choirs, etc., performed, as well as the
dramatic perfcrﬁancea. In this year, 1903, a centenary
play, "Robert Emmet" by Henry Connell Mangan, was produced
by Dudley Digges, who took.the lead. I was given my first
small part in a reproduction of “Eaitiin ni hUalican" - -
that of Delia Cahill. It was a liberal educatiﬁn to act
in a play, produced by Dudley Digges, and it waﬁ an
entirely unexpected joy to me to be introduced to the

stage and literary drama under such auap%cesﬁ

The following year Dudley Digges and WMiss Quinn and
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several other members of the National Players went to San-
Francisco with a party of entertainers, and, alas, did not -
return to Iréland again éxcept as visitors. On Miss
Quinn's departure I was elécted Hon. Secretary of
Inghinidhe na hEireann, which post I held for upwards of
geven years, when having gone to live ouﬁsiﬂe Dublin, Miss
Mary Perolz succeeded me in the Secretaryship. We carried
on our work without interruption during all the years
leading up to the war of 191k, till the foundation of

Cumann na moan.

Foundation of Bean ne hiireann

In the year 1907 we decided to start a woman's
Journal. I think that we Irishwomen, in common with the
women of thelrest of the civilized world, felt that the
time had come when the point of view of women on the many
agpects of Sociﬁl and Mational 1ife, had to be expressed
definitely. But we had another reason for wishiﬁg to do
tnis. Arthur Griffith had founded Sinn Féin, based on
the entirely new idea of achieving freedom by passivé
registance - a policy of extreme non-cooperation, and
obstruction of foreign governments. It gradually
captured the imﬁginatiﬂn of fhe country, and certainly
overshadowed the old Physicel Force party, as Sinn Feéin
was definitely and explicitly against physical force.
Thousands of young Irishmen profoundly disagreed with thie
policy, or rather with the repudiation of any idea of
shysical force. Of course Inghinidhe na hiireann
emphetically disagreed. While we encouraged and carried
out the Sinn Féin policy as far as supporting everything
Irish - Langﬁage, Games, Manufactures, etec., - and

sabotaging and obstrueting British Government whenever

opportunity offered, we could not see any virtue in
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joining & mere Repeal Movement, for the original object
6f Sinn Péin was to vestore the Trish Parliament of 1782.
We conesidered that the ideals of Tone, Devis, Mitchell
and Fintan Lalor were being pusbed infc the haékground.
We thought that Sinﬁ Féin was a movement to attract the
"Moderate' Mationalists, and the Anglicised or more

preace-loving section of our people;

The Social ideals of $Sinn Féin did not appeal to us,

They wished t¢ see Irish éociety (as their official organ -
once er:.{pressed it} "a progressive and Enlighter;ed

_aristocracy, & prosperous middie-class, and a happy and
contented working-class". It all sodnded dull, snd a -
littie bit vulgar to us, and certainly a blg come-down

* from the Gaelic¢ Ireland of Mﬁedhbh, Cuchullain, and the

Red Branch Knights, which was the sort of socilety we
wished to revive. Well, we did not guarrel, and Arthur
Griffith made the unique and paradoxical achievement of.
compelling tens of thousands of people, who d;aagreed
with his objact, ta carry out his policy with the greatest
enthusiasm. All this made it imperative that we should

. have a paper to express our views; There was at that
date no papexr éxpresﬂing the view of complete separation
from England, or the achievement of National freedom by
force of arms, lf.necasaary, and of course no woman's
paper at all, except the British "Home Ghat".?ariety of
éhaet. We had no money, and our sympathisers had very
little, Bo we could pot finance it in the ordinary way,
and the following plan wae suggested to me by a friend
tBulmér Hobson }. We.circularised a number of people whom
we knew to be favourablg to aﬁ Irish Ireland, aﬁkiﬂg them

" to help in the publication of a Woman's National paper, by

subscribing one Ehiiling per month for six months, by which

time we hoped to anvér our printing bill by oﬁr
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advertisementa. The plan succeeded, and "Bean na
hEireann" (as we called-our liftle paper) lasted Just thfee
years, anﬂ_paid all its debts. B} that time there were
other Hational journals published (notebly "Irish Freéﬁom",
Editor Sedn MacDermott, also a woman's paper "The Irish
Citizen" published ﬁy the Irish Women's Franchise League')
and the need for auf paper was not sc urgent and the

gtrain of, getting it out was too much in the midst of other
activities. ' Its publication brought us many new friends,
and brought many ihtﬁ the movement who had previously been
outside it, at least outeide the "extremist" end of 1it.

One of these was Countess iMarkievicz, whose first bit of
work for us was thé design for the title ﬁage. .Latar

when by reqguest ‘we reduced the size of the pages, Jack

Morrow (the artist) adapted her drawing to the smaller

" space. No one except the printer and the Post Cffice got

any money out of our paper. Our contributors themselves

would .have thought it fantast{a to éxpeet payment. I

look back .on the list of their names with pride. it
includes P.H, Pearse, Thomas MacDonagh, Joseph Flunkett,
Arthur Griffith, Roger Casement, A.E., Susan Mitchell,
James Stephens, Maedhbh Cavanagh, Eva Gore Booth, Countess
Markievicz, Katherine Tynan; John Brenman and others of
egqual stature. At firset, acting on the advice of

Mrs. Dryhurst - & well known London Irishwoman and
Journalist - we had an Editorial Committee. She helped . )
with the first number. Afterwards this was not found
satisfactory, and I was pitchforked into the Editorship,
ﬁuap against my will as I had no experience and no gesire
for such a responsible post. =~ However, I carried on and

the foregoing 1list of contributors mekes me feel thet I

cannot have been quite & failure, as Editor. Looking

' over some old copies in after years, one cannot help

thinking that 1t was an odd kind of woman's paper. It
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was & mixture of guns and chiffon. The Hatlnnai position,
and International politics was Tront page news. But we
also had fashion notes {(written in the interest of Irigh
manufactured fabracs), Gardening Notes, written by Countess
Markieviez, and ; Children's Corner, with a serial fairy
story, anti-recruiting acticles (some from Arthur Graffith)
and good original poems frﬁﬁ Pearse, J. Plunkett, MacDonagh,
James Stephens, Meedhbh Cavenagh and Susan Mitchell, It
was a funny hotch-potch of blood and thunder, high thinking,
and home-made bread. We were the object of much
goocd-natured chaffl, Friendly newsagents would say '"Bean
ne hEireann? thuF'a the woman's paper that all the young
men buy”. Tt Waé well worth all our effort. It was
through this little paper that Countess Markievicz came
into the National movement. 5he had been for some years
interested in the!Iriﬁh literary movement, through George
Russell and his circle, and she was deeply interested in
the Agricultural Organisation and the work of Russell and
8ir Horace Plunke%t in that direction, She had discovered
that Ireland was her country, and-wished to work faf'it.
She was entirely ?gporant of Irish history, end (as she
told me afterwarﬂé} had been looking around for some years
for activity ain wﬁich she could take part. She sought

the advice of Arthur Griffith. He advised her to join

the Gaelic League. She did so, but she felt the need of
qamethlng more active, more revoluticnary. Qwing to her
ignorance of Irish History, she had not the faintest idea
of the atmnsphere%that surrounded tite heted "Castle® and
everyone connected with it. She was already a staunch
Feminist, and sheieagerly accepted our invitation to attend
a Committee meeting dealing with the forthcoming
publication of "Bean na hElreann". She came down one

evening in an éia%orate vourt gown, having come direct

from some Castle function, which she left garly in order
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to attend "this important Committee meeting™. None of us

knew her personally, and I had nc idea that she belonged

‘to "the Castle lot", or I miéht not have so light-heartedly

sent her an invitation. At that time there was a good
deal of social ﬁatroﬂage_heing exercised by the Aberdeens,
and their influence was much resented by Hﬁtiunalists.
Inghinidhe ne& hEireann did not like any of “the Castle set"
coming into our affairs. They asked sach oth;r "what does
this Countess want coming here? Coming to do a blt of Lady
Aberdeen's propagands, most likely™. tlﬂy reply was, "If we
find her insincere, we can goon get rid of her".  She got
a very cool reception - almost cutting. The result was
funny. She very soon told me, "You know. I simpiﬁ love
your Inghinidhe meetings. It is the first place in Ireland
that I entered where I am not knw%tcweﬂ to as a Countess:"

8he found what she had been seeking for some years, & real

revolutionary spirit.

Organisation of School Meals for Children.

As a matter of fact Inghinidhe na hEireann during
those years were doing a good deal of active anti~British
work. Our President, Madame Maud Gonne, was responsible

for inspiring it, as well as constructive work, such as @he

children's school meals movement which we -started. Through

- unhappy private affairs, Madame Gonne MacBride had to spend

most of her time in France, as her son would be likely to

_pass out of her care if she brought him to Ireland. She

never lost touch with the work, weekly correspondence

passed between her end the Society, and she pald lengthy

'visits-twd or three times a year. She was respﬂn?ible

for getting us to agitate for school meals., We started &

souble—sided work, Agitation to legalise paymeni for

these meals by local bodies, such as the Dublin Corporation;
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and giving practical demonstration of how to do this by
starting ourselves giving school dinners. Thanks to our
Presidant'é tireless energy and influence, we got help and
co-operation from many quarters. In the National Schools
in High Street and John's Lanex(districts which sorely
needed such an innovation) we got the sympathy End help of
both Menagers and Teachers. The cost of this was provided
by Inghinidhe. ~We insisted from the first that a "School
Meal" should be a proper dinner, consisting of meat and
vegetables évéry day, except Fridays or fast days when

rice {cooked in milk) and jam was served. The Ladies
Committee who ran the Penny Dinners in Meath Street supplied
the food (Qn& excellent it always was) in large containers,
delivered every school day af the schcals; Volunteers
from Inghinidhe served it out and did the washing .up
afterwards. The m;al was good Irish stew made with meat
and vegetableé, or milk-pudﬂings and Jjam. The teachers. in
those schools were splendid. A1) idea of pauperism was
kept out of the scheme, as every child who could pay paid
their penny to the teachers (and sometimes it was only a
halfpenny ) but no one was allowed to know who paid and who
did fot. Those teachers took a great interest in their
pupils and knew their family circumstances, insisted on
payment where it was pnssih}e, end relaxed where necessary,
but payments were not made puﬂlicly. It was amazing the
amount we got in pennies and halfpanﬁies from the children
in that very poor district. It was necessary to take
Parliamentary action tolegalise payment from local rates
for this purpose, and one of our members - Miss Helen
L&ird; and Mr. Con. Curran were mainly responsible for this
part of the work. Of course people of all political
parties were sympathetic to this work, and_it was in a few

years successfully accomplished. The Tact that any School
i

. Manager or Local Authority in any place in Iraland can
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supply children with a decent warm meal is entirely due in
the first instance to the work of Inghinidhe na hEireann.

It is a sad commentary on our feeling for children, that

even now there are no proper refectories or cloak-rooms
attached to National schools, particularly in rural areas
where children often itravel many miles in inclement weafher
to school, and are without food for many hours, except some

bread - eaten in a cold wet yard.

Association with Anna Parnell.

During the winter moaths, we, in common with other
National Societies, held weekly or fortnightly lectures on
sub jects of ﬁational or historic interest. Une of the
most noteble of our lecturers was Miss Anna Parnell. i
had heard that she was staying in Bray, and I wrote - aé
Secretary - to ask her to give us a lecture on her
experiences with the Ladies' Land League. She congented,
and came one cold rainy Novenber evening although -suffering
from & bad attack of tonsilitis, of which disaster she
informed me by two telegrams, and ordered a succession of
blackeurrant drinks to fe made ready. We were all
terribly excited, and we had a very large audience, as the
name of Parnell still had some maglic although it had been
in the shedow for nearly twenty years. She was a frail
elderly figure of a woman. She had an intense
guietness - an impassive gteeliness about her that was
almost repelient, but on the other hand gueerly .attractive.
She spoke for three hours, but no one grev impatient, her
story and -method of telling it were so fascinating. Frank
Sheehy Skeffington was present, and at question time asked
her, "fhat is your opinion of the Kilmainham Treaty, Miss

Parnell$" rather thinking he had put an awkward guestion 10
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her. She answered, looking at him coldly, "Oh, I just
think my brother found himself in an uncomfortable position,
and he did what men usually do - gol out of it in the
easiest possible way for himself, régardlesa of the
consequences to others". Frank locked very blank. He
afterwards said to me smiling, "I thought I was asking her
a difficult queétion, but I confess she floored me". of
course he thought (as we ;11 did) that she would defend the
Kilmainham Treaty, As a matter of fact Miss Parnell had
not mich use for the Home Rule Party, nor indeed for the

ﬁﬁnd League ae she knew it, for, &s she shows in her

f"Hiatorg of the Ladies' Land League" many of the branches

throughout the country used the funds which were collected
to fight landlordism - to pay their rents with costs. She
was interested in the work of our Society, and I paid many
vigits to her st her rooms in Bray. She finally gave me
the M38. of the History, to haveé published if possible
whenever opportunity offered. No publisher would take it
at that time. It is a very well written work, and throws
anlinteresting side-light on the working of the Land League,
and the state of the country immediately rpreceding the
Kilmainham Treaty, when it was hoped by Dublin Castle that _
the release of the political prisoners would guieten the |

country, which had become ungovernable. Unfortunately

this manuscript was seized in one of the many raids 1o

vhich my home was subjected, after the Rebellion, and I was
never able to trace it. However, luckily }t is not
completely lost as it was published in William O'Brien's
paper in Cork some time in 1915-1916. It_was published
gerially, with Mr. O'Brien's caustic rejoinders week by
week, to Miss Parneli's strictures on the Land League and °
ites working during the Land War. I am at prssen}

transeribing that work, so that it will again be available

should an opportunity occur to publish it.
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Arrest during demonstration of Protest
againgt Royal Vigit.

In 1911, a royal visit by King George and Queen Mary
was thought desirable for the fﬁrthér pacification of
I?eland. Inghinidhe na hEireann felt fhﬁy would ha?e to
follow the precedent of 1903, and smash any proposgal fuf an
official Royal ﬂdﬁfesa. We, in common with the whole
extremist movement, got busy fanning up a wave of
opposition to such a project. Gounter demonstrations of
prqﬁest were arranged, and many constitutional Nationalists
and Parliamentarians were aympathetic to this opposition,
on account of the continual shelving of iHome Rule. We had
a very large all-Party meeting in Smithfield, at which
Mr., D.J. Nugent, M.P., spoke, as well as speakers from the

Separatist ranks. ~The city was swathed in Union Jacks and

" Royal Standsrds - the Unionist element and Big Business

being in possession of all the main thoroughfares then as
now. Remewmbering the “regrettable" incidents of vrevious
loyal occasions, when decorated premises were wholly or
partially wrecked, we thought a repetition of this would
ﬂave & wholesome gffect on 1cyaliat opinion. Somewhere on
the road to Smithfield from the City, the sireets were

being repaired, and in neat heaps were conveniently gized

_broken stones. We thought it a splendid idea to collect

guantities of these and distribute them amongst the. more
ardent of  our young men sympathizers. This was duly done.
At thst time no well ﬁruught up girl would dfeam of
throwing stones in public, for any pufpoae'whataver. _The
suffragettes had not yet gone into real action for their
cause; and we all would have thought it undesirable - if we
had paused to think at all. On the way back from that
meeting, I was in a waggopette with some of the speakers,
inciuding Mrs. Wyse Power and Countess Markievicz. We

pagsed through Parliament Street, Dame Street and Grafton
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Street, To my amazement and deep disappointment not a stone

was thrown, although hundreds cof our followers from the

meeting were walking behind. Some threé or Tour stones
remained in my hand-bag (which I never had any intention of
using) but passing the corner of Grafton Street an illuminated
screen displayed the portraits of King Gecrge and Queen Mary
smug and benign, looking down on us. It, coupled with the
absence of stone-throwing, was too much for me, I produced
my stones énd let fly, wit:hout any warning. The police
tried to close in but Madame Markievicz seizing the reins,
ﬁhipped up the horses, and we reached the top of Grafton
Street - where we intended to disperse - in safety., As we
descended from the brake & policeman emerged from the

darkness and said, "Will I take her now, Sir?" to a nearby

‘Inspector. I was brought to Store Street Police Station,

with crowdes following. At that time it wee terribly
humiliating, nc one but rowdies went to the pollice stations.
Mr. Cruise Q'Brien accompanied our party, and after a fierce
quarrel with the local police, got ine ouﬁ'nn beil. I was
subsequently charged at the Police Courts with "Throwing
stones, and &isor@erly conduct", Crowds of our young men
of the I.R.B., who were all in sympathy with our aggressive
action, attended the Court on the merning when I Waa_tried,
and there was a wild scene in the co&rt, when I was sentenced
to "40/- or almnnth“. It'isinot'mw business to comment on
the control of the I.R.B. at that date, either here or in
America, but our anger and disgust were aroused, then and

in the period immediately following, by the inactivity of cur
young men friends, whom we knew to be in sympathy with our
anti~British demonstrations. On the actual day of the

Royal entry to the City, the young men (of the Wolfe Tone

'Clubs) were ordered to meke a pilgrimage to the grave of

Wolfe Tone - twenty miles away - as a protest to the Royal

reception! Ve regerded it as being too tame even for &
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group of anti-loyal old maids, and even now as I write (an
old woman of sixty-six years) I think it contemptible. I
would like if I were able to record the name of the man or
men who were responsible for curbing the patriotic ardour

of the young men of my time, "John Brennan' {(one of our
nembereg ) wrote é lampoon on the incident, but out of kindnes:

to our young men we did not give it wide publicity.

The 1913 Strike, Aesociation with James Connclly,

Citizen Army and Labour Qrganisatiorn,.

Tn 1913 bublin was convulsed by the bilg strike,
organised by Jim Larkin. All the sympathy of the Irish
Irelénd movement was with.the strikers but not all of us
were in sympathy with James Larkin, or his outlook, which
was that of a British Socialist. He attacked the
tygtionalist" outlook, which he dubbed "Capitalist'. There
was some Toundation for this. The Irish working class
were shamelessly underpaid. Unemployment was widespread,
The dockers had to hang around the docks, walting for
work which mostly was not to be had. = He dragged the
unskilled workers up off their knees and did a great work,
but between himself and James Connolly thcr‘q was & bitter
feud. It was only arbattle of temperaments, and I was on
the side of James Connolly, with whom I had been in
correspondence from 15C8 in Amerilca. He edited a little -
Irish vaper called "The Harp" in smerica and we exchanged
views, as a result of a letter to.ﬁilliﬁm.O'Brien about
the "Bean' asking "Who is this ledy? Find out about her
and let me know", William sent me.the letter. connolly
came home to Ireland, and was absorbed into "the Irish
Transport and General Workers Union" which James Larkin

nad founded. After the 1913 strike, which profoundedly

affected the whole country owing to the new (to Ireland)
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technique of "tainted goods™, there was a sort of social
and intellectual revolution., 'The Citizen Army was founded,

and the Irish Volunteers came into being soon after,

I spent the whole of 1914 in France, and was - on the
sudden outbreak of war in August 1914 - held there until
December of that year. I still had a contract with the
Abbey Theatre, but the political situation had a bigger
attraction for me than a theatrical carecer. 19141915 were
eventful yeafs in Jreland, and the anti-enlistment movement
provided plenty of work for ug.‘ The:BritiEh_propéganda
regarding the attack by Germany on Belglum was;explniteﬁ to
the fullest degree, and "Catholic éelgium“ was trotted out

to us as an irrestible inducement to our young men to join

- the British forces.

About this time I joined the Abbey Theatre Company.
A second Company was formed to carry on when the Abbey
Company went for the first time to America. Captain John
Connolly and myself were selected to "strengthen" the
Company at home. This was due to & success we had both
made as "the Finnegens™ in Canon Hannay's play "Eleanor's
Enterprise", which was produced at that time in the Gaiety
Theatre. It was very stage-Irigh when we got it first
but I deleted a good deal of it and it made & great hit.
We often played one scene ﬁf it as a concert item. This
work, of course, absorbed my evenings, 80 I h@d to resign
mny égcretarrship. While thdse years preceding the Tirst
World War are now regarded és quiet years, the Inghinidne
kept up ite work of teaching, anti-enlisting, and enti-
British propaganda. For instance, sbout this time a young
Indisn revoluticnary, Madar Lal Dhingr&, was captured and
hanged for complicity in the assassination of a prominent
Indian Police official. Prom the dock, when sentenced, he

declared, "I am proud to lay down my life for my country”.
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Wé got printed immediately, and fly-paéteﬁ_through the
City, posters stating "Ireland honours Madar Lal Dhingra,
who was prcuﬁ to lay down bis life for hia country™. There
was nothing insular about Inghinidhe's_politicgl outlook.
We reproduced this poster in "Bean na hEireann", and it
Ireﬁulted in the loss of some advertisements and

subscriptions.

F

About this timé, Labour a8 an organised force wasg
beginning. to be felt. Jim Larkin had gﬁlvanised that mosat
under ﬁflunder—&ugs'- the unskilled labourer - into a
consciousness of his rigﬁts end dignity. The Iﬁghinidhe
had always been conscious {thanks.ta fhe leadefship of
Haﬁﬁ gonne) of the social implications of Irish Freedom,
s0 I was naturally attracted to the Labour Movement,
although I could not take any part in it owing to my
professional work. But from the beginning "Bean na hEiream

had its colunm of Labour Notes.

When Connolly came back to Ireland he was, after a
time, made organiser,fur the Irish Transpért Workers Union
in Belfust. About the Strike period he came to Dublin
anﬁ when James Larkin at thé conclusion of the Strike went
to America Connolly took his place as General Secretary.
JEmes Gennﬂllﬁ and Captain Jack White really made the
Citizen Army into the Mational body that it subsequently.
became. The original idea was to form a workers' Defence
Corps. They needed defence at that time against the
brutality of the Dubiin Police. But Connolly always had

a wide Mational vision. ‘

The Countess had taken & very active part in the
Strike, 2nd in the various activities of Liberty Hall, and
with her flair for military organisation she naturally was

absorbed into the Citizen Aﬁhy and given high rank. Her

knowledge of firearms was an invaluable asset, as the time



Military Archives Cathal Brugha
BKs Rathmines Dublin6 - ~2Cm

had not yet come when ex-British Army men were completely
trusted, as they afterwards were when some splendid such
men came over to our ranks. Connelly - staunch ?eminist
that he was - was more than anxious to ﬁelﬂome women into
the ranks on equal terms with men, and to promote them to

such rank and pesition as they were suited for. |

-ﬂs.alrea&y stated, I had been in France until the end
of 1914 (having been held up there owing to the sudden
outbreak of war). I returned to Ireland Jjust before
Chrigtmas, and resumed my work with the Abbey Theatre.
Jemes Connolly hed performed a superhuman task in reforming
and building up the broken ranks of .the Irish Transport

Union, and the handful of girl strikers which was all that

was left of the Irish Women Workers Union (the. latter

having been formed in 1%l3, by James Larkin, out of a
strike in Jacobs biscuit factory). The 1913 Strike was

a complete rout. Nineiy per cent. of the workers of
Dublin were awamped in debt, and many had not a bed to lie
on. The only thing left that was not smashed beyond
reﬁair was the workera'ispirit, and lucky they were to have
a man of Connolly's stature to lead them. The ideal of
National as well as Social freedom, which he held up to
them, gave them a spiritual uf;alift from the material
disaster and defesat they had just suffered. 4 small
co-operative store had been established in Liberty Hall
by Miss Delia Larkin during the Strike. Miss Larkin had
gdné back to England when her brother went to Aﬁeriea.

There was a little shirt-making factory as well as the shop.

‘It specialised in a workman's shirt, the "Red Hand'", which

retailed at 2/64. The concern gave employment to 8-10
girls, none of whom could get employment as they were
"marked men'" on account of their sitrike sctivities.

Eventually they all fought in the Rebellion, and, as far as

I know, not one of them is a penny the better for her
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part in either fight. They served their country without
desire or hope of gain or reward. In such manner is the

real aristocracy of a country born.

Jemes Connolly asked me would I come down and help with
the Co-op. and orgaenise the girls as a unit of the Citizen
Army, FPirst Aid classes, etc. I gladly 4id so as it left
me free to play at ﬁight-in the Abbey Theatre. - The Co-op.
had been started as a Strike emergency méasure, but ‘
Connolly thought it should be carried on permaneﬁtly. The
property known as Liberty Hell extended up Eden Quay. In
one of those, No. 31, the Co-op. shop was carried on, with
workrcoms upstairs. At the hacg of' this shop there was & .
well equipped printing office, where the "fJorkers' Republie™
was'printeﬂ.ané published. By the way, I am proud to
recall that I was {at Mr. Comnolly's reguest) the
registered proprietor of that Jjournal. At the back of the
Printing works there was a way into the Liberty Hall
premises, and other exits. into 0ld Abbey Streei. The whole
building was admirably suited for secrecy, rapid movement or
defence. Connolly could move at ease into the public
offices of the Hall, In a little office at the back of the

shop, and leading to the printing works Connolly, after

¥

hours, could be free of Union business, but available for

private visitors. As Secretary to the Co-op., I was always

on hand to identify such callers. Pearse called many
times, also Joe Plunkett and Tom MacDonagh. These men
were all intimaﬁe friends of mine, 80 it seemed guite
natural for me to encourage them to buy socks and ties from
us. Eamon Ceannt came once, but I do not remember seeing
Tom Clarke, Of course Tom Clarke was easily available at

hles own place of business.
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The "Workers' Republic's" criticism of

the Irish Volunteers.

For at least six months before the Rising there was a
great feeling of tension. At every hour of the day we
half éipecteﬁ a raid for srrests of individuals, or for
'seizure of thé peper "The Workers' Republic". As T said,
I was the registered proprietor of that paper, and
occasionally wrote for it, but the practical activities of
those days left little time for writing except it was really
necegsary. James Connolly edited and almcstlwrote the

whole papef. It was eagerly waited for sach week. It was

rightly regarded as the real voice of the "extremist" side

.0f the Volunteer movement. The official organ of the Irish

Volunteers, "The Irish Volunteer" - edited by John MacNeill
I
and controlled by Bulmer Hobson - had taken on a curious

and intangible tone of caution. We were to be cautious,

‘we must not play the enemy's pgame, we must have no more

forlorn hopes, "our children's children would vindicate
Ireland's right to freedom", ete., etc. This provoked a
gtorm of angry sarcasm, at least from us women. our .
unfortunate young men friends were greeted with, "Hello,
here come the leaders of posterity, how were they when you
gsaw them last?", or, "Are your children's children punctual
at their drillie" Mary Perolz dubbed them the "fan go
£0ills", which name became generaf. Of course all this
badinage only intensified the impatience of the young
Volunteers who meant business. We in the Citizen Army
felt very proud and confident in our leadership. -~ Ve, in
common with the Volunteers, had orders to resist any arrest
or digsarmament and to resist with Torce any raid on our
premises., e knew that in our case there would be no
backing down on éhe part of our leaders, but we were not so

sure about thé leadership of the Volunteers. Judging by

this half expressed caution of some of their leaders {those
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in the highest position) we thought they would let the
great opoortunity of the World War pass, and would fade out,
like their great prototype of 1782, of whom, I think, Dr,

Drennan wrote:-

YHow died the Volunteers

They mustered and paraded
Until their laurels faded
Thus died the Volunteers™,

My own politiecal experience told me that the Iriesh
Volunteers were dominated by the I.R.B. I remembered being
told that the loyal Address to Queen Victoria had been
connived at by some of their more fire-eating members. I
had had exﬁ&rience in 1911 of the desires of our young men
being thwarted and their plans scuttled, and under a
contemptible discipline being sent off on an éxcursinn whén
a foreign monarch entered th&_city to regeive the homage of
the mﬁngrel Irish of that date. 1 feared the saume thing
might be repeated with the Irish Volunteers. I knew that

only a year praviousiy John Redmond had sprung a claim for

- complete control of the Volunteers, by a demsnd to flood

the Executive Committee by twenty-five nominees of the
Farliamentary Party. To everybody's amazement, Bulmerl
Hobson had voted with Redmond in this, and yet after the
gplit he had remained with the Irish Volunteers, and was
thelr Genersl Secretary.. He was a representative of the
I.R.E, ﬂthérwiae, of course, this would not have been
possible. Thére was a good deal of silent anger among the
Volunteers at this "go slow" atmosphere., Their discipline,
loyalty and trust in their leaders Kept them silent, but
these young men knew what they had enrolled for, and one
hundred per cent. of them were resolved to "strike 5.bluW"
and live up to their maxim - "England's dirficulty is
Ireland's ﬂppoftunity“;

b



Military Archives Cathal Brugha
BKs Rathmines Dublin 6 : -24-

Disappearance of James Connolly.

All this time while we were waiting for something to

happen the atmosvhere was like a simmering pot.

An event that created considerable excitement and
consternation among his friendg wag the disappearance of
Gonnolly in January, 1916. We thought he-had been arrested
and William O'Brien was in a terrible state. He got a car
and for three days he, Madame Markievicz and myself went
around the country to various places where Connolly had been
seen last. I remember gaiﬁg to Chapelizod or Lucan and
discreetly asking questions. Somebody told us he said he
was going out there. I thought we might come across him in
some cottage, or find someone who had met him. Bill o'Brien
N might have a better memory. He got an address from someone
in the Unicn and we went there. We were very uneasy when we
could not find him. We thought that the police authorities
had arrested him and that they would not hold him, but that’
he would be found drowned in a drain or something. " It was
well known that he was the spearhead of the National
‘muvement. He was ﬁ man of character and brains - not a
blatherskite like Larkin who was all froth. If he had to
go out fighting alone, he would have done BO. Therefore
Connolly was recognised as a danger by the enemy &utpnrities
who knew what he wanted. That is why we thought "he will
be put quietly out of the way". We never thought it was

the Volunteers.

I think what transpired was that the Volunteer leaders
- wanted to talk seriously to connolly, to get him to stop
his propaganda in the "WGrkers' Republic". of course
Connolly never would; he would rather die. He would never
have ;tupped unlese they convinced him - as I think they

did - that they were not "Fan go £4i11s" and that they did

not share the ideas held by Bulmer Hobson, who, I think,
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exercised a great influence over Eoin McReill.,  Bulmer was
a very convincing man, a spellbinder, and I think that had a
bearing on all thé countermanding orders. Tom Clarke and
Seén MeDermbtt, who were men of character and great
patriotisi, probably convinced Connolly that they were not
"pan go £0ills" and that they did mean business. {i
remenber frequently discussing with Connolly the "go slow"
policy of the Volunteer Executive, of which E&in MeNeill
was Chairman, as well as being & man of influence. Their
paper was full of it), | They must have satisfied him that
they were going to have a rebellion, At that time the
temper'of the Citizen Army and of certain Volunteers was

such that you could not hold them back. .

-

At the time of Connolly's dissppearance, I was staying
in Madame Markievicz' - Surrey House. One evening 1 went
into the kitchen and there was Connolly. The Flanna boys
were all round the house a&s scouts. When'they went to bed
mMadame said, "Where have you been, in the name of Heaven?"
He smiled and said, "I have been through hell." "But what
happened?" said we. "I don't like to talk about it. 1
have been through hell, but I have converted my enemies'.
Wa.ﬂid not pursue the conversation, as he did not seem to
want to. Madame and I collogued together about it
afterwards. Ve got some good informastion that it might
have been the Volunteers who had taken him. Probably he was
bound to secrecy by Pearse, Joe Plunkett, Tom Clarke and

those, They knew they could trust each other, The atteacks

_on the Volunteers in the "Irish Republic' ceased immediately,

because Connolly knew they meant business. He was not the

type of man to upset their plans.,

We never discovered where he was taken to, but Bill
O'Brien might know, he might have got something out of him,

Mrs. -Ceannt and Sedn Lester wrote letters to the papers
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. .
about it and I wrote & reply, a copy of which I am handing

in to the Bureau,

L

The motive for arresting and detaining Connolly was
probably that the Volunteer leaders wanted to get to grips
with him, recognising him as a sincere man and fearing that
he might take some action on his own and upset their plans,
Tne articles in his paper were alarming them, and Connolly
and the Citizen Army needed some convincing proof of the

sincerity of the Volunteers,

I have no knowledge as to whether Connolly went
voluntarily or was taken foreibly by the Volunteers, but I
have no reason to doubt that if he was convinced they

wanted a serious talk with him he would go.

- . ‘Following on that and my more or less intimate
conversations with him I tried to get from Connolly a hint
as to the date when we were going "out", His answer was,

"L can't telltyau that but it won't be long".

Police Raid on the "Workers' Republic'.

In the early months of 1916 there was a raid on the
hWGrkers' Repubiic". The police came into the shop to
seize the paper. Jinny Shanahan-an& I were there; I
always &arried a revolver. (About 1910 shortly after the
Fienna started, Madame had tauéht me to shoot, and it was
the Fianna taught the Volunteers to shoot].x Connolly
happened to be in the little office between the shop and the
printing place. Jinny went in to him while I held upvfhﬂ
revolver and said to the police, "You can't seize the paper".

‘Then Cunneily came out and drew his revolver. The officer

said, "We have come to seize the paper'. connolly said
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"vou can't'. "But I have my orders", said the officer.
"You drop that", sai&'caﬁnolly, tor T'11 drop you". IT the
officer had persisted Connolly would have fired and I would
have fired dn the other man, However, they walked out |
saying they would report bsck. But they &i&.not'cume again
and we carried on the psper, which came out the following

week as usual.

I imagine the authorities did not want the publicity

" that would result from armed resistance, as there was a lot

of recruiting gding on for the war, and they did noi want to

show to the world that these people were "disloyal".

Connolly's Military Tactics.

The intensive training continued. Connolly's military

tactics were uniqﬁe. There was a certain amount of bluff

.in then. There was a huge blackboard cutside the door of

Liberty Hall,‘an& each Saturday there were flambujént

notices on it, such as, "Citizen Army, Attack on Howth

tomorrow. Such and such a Company %o assenble here. Arms

to be carried". I remeaber saying to him, "Why put up a
thing like that and bring the police on us?"  He said,."You
know fhe story of 'Wolf! Wolf!", so naturally I saw the
wisdom of 'it. TEach week there would be something worse
than the iast on the board. "publin Castle to be attacked
at midnight" - this notice was put up several times., - We
gfterr had midnight marches. Therefore it became a
commenplace to hear that the Citizen ArmyIWas gshowing off.
Another time we would sée the notice: "Assem?le at

11.30 p.m. to encircle the village of Chapelizod. Cavalry
not to turn out". "Encirclement of Howth'. "Killinﬁy to

be advanced on from the Wedt".  All that wes part of the

Myoli Wolf" plan.
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When Easter Monday came, there was bound to be
whispering, "We are having a rebellion®. The comment was

"Ye are having it every week for the past six months".

Mission to England before the Rising.

About February, 1916, I was sent over to England., That
was the only mission I ﬁ;3 sent'on, either abreoad or at home.
I was sent by Sean HMcDermott to arrange the return of Ernest
Blythe who wae in open arrest in Abingdon, England. I did
not see him on the morning I arrived there. When Blythe
went to report to the police that mﬁrning, he was kept by
them, I was rather glad it was the mprniﬁg I arrived there
. and not the. following morning that this happenéd. I would
have been afraid that his arrest might have been due %o some
'indiauretion on my part. I never saw Blythe at all on that

occasion,

That must have been the time I brought home a number of
guns in a suitcase. The man who gave them to me was a
London-Irishman, Dermot 0'lLeary, who afterwards married
Philomena Plunkett. I knew the ropes in Londgn then and I
stayed in theatrical lodgings, which I had bee&?ﬁafore a8 8
_ member of the Abbey traop; so I was away from the Irish set
gand guite safe, On the morning I was going to Euston to
come hol®, a nice young lad - an Army recruit - cérried ny
suitcase filled with revolvers and gun parts to the boat
train. The perfect gentiem&n! Therg was no question of

any "G" men spotting it, and in that way I was a safe person

for delivering the arms.

About March 1916 Connolly gave me a hint of the date of
the Rising. He said: "If you were arrested now and got the

same sentence as you got before, maybe you would be out in
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time to take part in the rebellion". I said, "I got a
month's sentence®. The next time we were discussing it I
said to him, "Do you mean to say it will be & month before

we are out. You will have the police and soldiers on us

. before it happens and it will be all over without firing a

shot", He said, "Maybe that won't happen" - a tacit

admission-that he knew the date put could not tell us;'

Ereﬁgratians for the Rising in Libeftg Hall,

Thé activity in Liberty Hall increased. Evéry Saturday
and Sunday the men would be there all day. Dinner would be
served for them, The Citizen Army was a very unmilitary
looking body of men; very Iree and easy from a military
point of view. Those who could not go home would have their
meals there. They had two big halls where they stacked
their arms. Scme-of them kept their arms at home. There
were' guards at Liberty Hell all the time, as & precaution
ggainet aﬁy attempt at a seizure of arms. We élwafa expected

a massed rald by the British authorities, and I never could

Iunderstand'why it did not come off. There was & general

order issued that no man was to be arrested with his arms and
that any raid on the Hall was to be resisted. Therefore

the men did not come and go to the Hall carrying arms.

"For é'fortnighx before the Rising the activity was such
that I felt there was something definitely coming, At one
o'clock on Saturday the Citizen Army would begin to crowd in.
The men would pay their su&scripﬁinns to the Unions and
congrcgate around the Hall. The Trade Union activities
would be proceeding in the lower hall, which was used as

cellars and was always crowded.

Those manoeuvres to "take Chapelizod", ete., were all”
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dead seriocus. The girls would bring firet-aid outfits and

., the men would have rations, so that bandage-making and similar
activities were practised as a matter of routine. For the
last fortnight be{;‘*aré ®aster, Jinny Shanahan end I were
acfually sleeping at night on a pile of men's coats in the
back of the shop. I had all my clothes there, including
my spare underclothing, with the resuylt that wnen I was
arrested on Easter Monday night at the City Hall I had not a
thing to change into, and had to borrow from Nell Ryan and

Dr. Lynn who were in prison too.

I did not get any definite instructions more than usual
in Holy Week, 1916, The ﬁising might take place any day
as far as I was concerned. Our little group of wonmen were
on the alert practieally thé whole time. There were eight
girls in the work-room over the shop. Jinny-8hanahan and
3 two others around the shop. Rosie Hackett travelled for
collections and I was checking up accounts, ete. There

would be no need to tell us to be there.

One of our best women menbers was a young widow, Mrs.

Shannon. She was fhe mother of two foung children, whom
‘ she had to support, and did not normally go on route marches

or other displays, ﬁut actively took part in.every other
activity of the Citizen Army. It was she who made ;he
tri-colours for the various positions, end was always
availacle for every kind of service - carrying arms or
ammnition, storing such in her home, or doing any other
dangerous duty Bhe was called on to perform. She was not,
technically speaking, & member of the Irish Citizen Army,
but certainly was as valuable to that body as their most

active members.

1 do not know whether Pearse and the other leaders

eaﬁe intu the shop that week. They might'have begn there
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for a meeting., 2 They never went into Liberﬁy Hell, but into

the shop and through the back of it.

Dinny M&Gullnugh'and Agnes Ryan, afterwaréa his wife,
came into the shop one ﬂéy during Holy Week. I think it
might heve heen towards the end of thqrweek, Holﬁ Thursday
or Good Friday, my memory is not.toﬂ~keeﬁ. I had not secern
him for years. They did not come on business and théy
discussed nothing with mé except the times in general, as
I could not boast that I was in the centre of things or

could get any secret information.

On Holy Thursday or Good Fridsy I think, Marie Perolsz
went on a message ﬁut I dn.not know where sghe wag sent.
Wothing unusual happened on those days except that large
quantities of provisions were ordered in to make rations for

the men - meat, bread, butter, tea and sugar.

About 6.30 or ? on Holy Saturday evening, while the
ghop was still_op&n, I went out for half an hour to give a
letter to Ella Young. I knew I wﬁg going to fight the next
day and I wanted to hend it to her, so that I must have then

known the Rising was to be on Easter Sunday. I should

think I knew it a week beforehand, although I cannot now

say how I knew it. I do not remember being told definitely.
I intended to race to where Ella Young lived, and leave the
letter, not telling her anything about the coming fight. I
wae closely associated with her and she was very much with

us but was more of an artist. . . re

When I returned to the shop Connolly was there and I
never before saw him so angry as he was. I think he

thought I was gone for the evening. I did not tell him

' where I had gone; 1 was so hurt that he should think I

might desert thé place on that Saturday evening.
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The Ecuntarmandigg_ﬂrder,

What happéned on Easter Sunday overshadowed everything
else. At last we had definite knowledge. If there was
talk I either did not hear it of pay attention to it. My
mind was preoccupied with the one thought, "I can't heiieve
this will really happen. I know we can depend on the
Citizen Army, but what about the rest?".

1 saw Eoin Mﬂcﬂeill‘é éountermﬁnding order in the paper
and heard the diacusainn in Liberty Hell. Connolly was |
there, They were-all heartbroken, and when they were not
erying they.were cursing. I kept thinking, "Does this mean
thaet we are not going out?" There were thousands like us.
It was foolish of MacNeill and those-té think they could call
it off. They could not. Mapy.of us thought we would go

out single-~handed, if necessary.

That Easter Sunday was a day éf uanfusibn, excitement

- and disappointment in Liberty Hall. I stayed there all day

anﬁ all night. = There was a lot of work to be done
preparing food upstairs for - -the men who came from different
parts of the city and had brought nc rations. As & result
of the calling;nff of the fight, there was plentyrof'foéﬁ.
Large joints were cooked and ali the Coxoperative girls were
busy cutting up dbread, butter and cooked meat. They were
killed wnrkiﬂg. One of them that I remember was Brigiﬂ.
Davis, -Dr. Lynn went home, but Jinny Shanahen and I slept

again on the overcoats in the room behind the shop.

The Rising on EBaster Monday.

on Easter Monday morning twelve o'clock was the hour

for mobilisation. The women hed no uniform, in the ordinarjy

gense - nor the men either. some of the men had green

coats. They wore an ordinary slouch hat, like the Boer hatb.
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and mostly a belt, They.insisted that they were citizen
soldiers, not militery soldiers - at the same time regiﬁenteﬁ
and disciplined. I had an Irish tweed costume, with a Sam
Browne, I had my own revolver and axmmmunition, At the

last minute, when we were going off at twelve o'clock,
Connolly gave'out revolvers to our girls, saying: "Don't

use them except in the last resort'. There were niﬁé girls
in our party, going to the Castle. We were instructed to

go to Dublin Castle, under Captain Seadn Connolly. We were

- to attack the Castle. It was a very wise move, It was

expected that the psychological effect of attacking Duhlin
castle, the citadel of forelgn rule for seven hundred yeérs,
would be considersble whén the news spread through the
country. ' By the way, it was at the Caﬁtle that the first

shot was fired.

I d4id not know beforehand what was t; take place. I
did not know to which place I was going. I remember bheing
rather surprised at not going to the G,P.0., with James
connolly. Winnie Carney acteﬁras his secretary &ll through.
She was a good shorthand~typist. I remaﬂbet I wcn&ereﬂ at
his saying to me: "You go with séén". As I said already,
Se4n was an old friend of mine, and acted in the Abbey
Theatre along with me. He was a very good actor. He was
& Citizen Arﬁ& Captain -~ and Dr. Lynn's Captain too. ~She

came with us on Easter Monday to Dublin Castle and the city

.Hﬂlli T

On Easter Monday we advanced up Dame Street towards
Dublin Castle. I could not say how many there were
altogether. We went out in detachments. Seén Connolly
and, I think, about twenty men perhaggr'walkEd.uP Dame
street; and I, walking at the head of my nine girls, was,

T believe, perhaps two or three ranks behind Seén. We
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simply followed the men. I can pnly rememoer the names of
a few of thé girls, the two Norgroves, Jinny Shanshan and,

I think, Brigid Davis. S8eédn turned left and went towards
the Castle Gate. I think there may have been other
détachmﬂnts behind us. I will check this uﬁ_with_scme of
the-citizan,ﬂrnw men. Some of the men drifted into Henry
& James, Tailors, at the opposite corner of the City Hall.
Others WEn£ to the "Evening Mail" premises. One party went

to atfack the front gate ol the Castle. . The orders were, I

- presume, to each Sergeant: 'Take your men to the "ifail"

office", "fake your men to Henry & James'. Perhaps

someone got orders to go to the City Hall.

Failure of attack on_the Castle.

I, with my girls, followed Sedn Connolly and his partf.
ﬁe went right up to the castle Gate, up the narrow street.
Just tﬁén, a police Sergeant came out and, seeing our
determination, he thought it was a parade, and that it
probably ﬁould be going up Ship Street. | When Connolly yent
to go ﬁaat him, the Sergeant put out his érm;- and Connolly

shot him dead. When the military guard saw that it was

' gerious, he pulled the gates to. It may be an interesting.

point, in connection with the secrecy of the arrangements

for the Rising, that it aﬁpeared that the men behind Connolly
did not really know they were to go through. éonnolly sald:;
"3et in, get in" - as if they already d4id not know they were
to go in. That guafded gecrecy, not to let it.loﬁk like
an&thing other than the mﬁnoeuvres which were taking place
for weeks before, may have been the reason; but certainly
there was hesitdtion on the vart of the followers. Seén
gonnolly shouted: "Get in, get in'. On the flash, the
gates were closed. The sentry went into his box, mnd began

firing. I thought no one had succeeded in getting in.
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It_hreaka my heart - and all our hearts - that we Gid not
get in. | We would have captured the Under Seeretary, who
was having lunch in the Castle. We went into the City Hall,
and at once manned,it; Probably, if all the men in the
par-ty_', at the castle_ tate had known they were really to get
'through'thé gate, th;y would have rushed. I would conclude
from that, that they éid not know what the action was to be.
I would say that the men were not certain that they weré not
t6 pull up Ship Street. rconnoily said, in an excited
voice, "Get in, get in". He was excited because he had
shot thé policeman dead. We were all in.exéitémﬂnt. When
I.saw donnolly draw his revolver, I drew my own, ﬁcrnéa
thé road, there was & policeman with papers. He got\away,
fthank God. I did not 1like to think of the policemsn dead.,
I think there were a couple . of soldiers killed later. I
think the policeman at the gate was killaa instantly,
hécausé they were quite close. The police did not think

the.Citizen Army were serious. Seén Connolly veered round '

his gun, and said, "Get into the City Hall".

Occupation of ity Hall

We met with no opposition at the city'Hall, because it

~was a Bank Holiday, and the place was empty.  Some of the

men must have breoken in the door. 1 have no ?ecaliectiﬂn
of having any difficglty eﬁcept walking in with the girls.
There was not muﬁh:ﬂelay. It is pussiblé thﬁg Sean
Connolly might have had & key, becaﬁse he wﬁs a clerk in the
City Hall. I cannol remember any smashing in of windows or

doors., I remember we climbed over the railings; but 1

- don't remember any difficulty at the doors. OF course,

they might have had to do something about it before we

arrived.

We took up various positions when we got in 1o the City
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Hall, My-iaea was to find out where there was a kitchen,

- . :
and where there was a suitable place for a hospital.
The building is like a
In the kitchen we discoverei

There was a Kitchen upstairs.
I sald;

pepper castor set on Cork Hill.
a large dish of fruit - oranges and apples.
"lobody is to touch these, because there will be wounded
L We "sai pretty"

We got ready for the wounded.
I and Jinny Shanahan went to the

The firing had opened,

probably™.
It was-vary

for a couple of hours.
roof and taikeﬁ to the men there.
and there was & return of fire .from the Castle,

There was one young British

I could see him lying

heavy for the first hour.
"I wonder

soldier killed in Ship Street.
‘I remember saying to Jinny Shaneahan:
"No.

~ Connolly said;

wounded.
should we do something for hime?"

Some of his own lads will come", And they did.

At about half-past one, Connolly sent me over to the
When I was going out to the

Ll

%
G.P.0. for reinforcements.
G.P.D.,-a man named Halpin said to me, nearly in tears:

"Miss Molcﬁw, give that note - it is a note for the ould
I gave the note to some of the men in
He did

mott" - his wife.
But Halpin was es brave as & lion,

the G.P.0.

nct surrender.
On my way to the G.P.0., I met Sheehy Skeffington in
His Job

Dame Street, looking very white and dispirited,
was to mobilise a police force, and stop the looting. When
He was

I met him, he was really looking distressed.

standing in the midst of the bullets, as if they were
He.believad one

raindrops. He was a fighting p&cifgst,
had to suffer For peace -~ not to inflict peace, but to
There

suffer for it,.
I had no difficulty in getting in to the G.P.O0.
At the ¢,P.0. I simply gave

wae great excitement there.

(R
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the reauest of Seén Connolly for reinforcements. I saw

James Connolly himself. He said: '"We will send them as

soon &s we can'.

I went back again to the City Hall, Soon after that,
at two o'clock,_seén Conneolly, who ﬁas on the roof, was hit
by a stray bullet and killed, Dr. Lynn was etill there.
She came up and attended him. She said: "I'm afraid he is
gone." He was bleeding very much from the sﬁcmaeh. I
said the Act of Guntriiion into his ear, We had no priest.
We were very distressed at Seén Connolly's death, I
particularly, as I had known him for so long and acted with
him. His ynung'hrother, Matt, who was only 15, was also

on the roof and cried bitterly when he saw his brother dying.

Jack Reilly took over command. I 4id not know him

VEPHIWElln After Connolly's death, there was nothing to

do, only sit. The men in the main positions fired
desultory shots a1l day. They fired at anything they saw.
I was puay with food. As Fhinga were fairly qui;t, the men
came up according as they wanted food. Theré was,
aprarently, no enemy in sight. We got the shots at odd
timee. I had noticed the one hitting Connolly fatally, and,
foolishly, watched one taking a chip out of the chimmey
stack. I &8id to myself then: "I'@ better not stand
looking at the scenery”. I remgmher that, because later
that night a young officer asked me; "Were you on the roof
any time during the day?" I said: "I was - once or

twice", He said: "Yes. I thought I got you one time".

Towards evening, we saw & large company - probably &
hundred men - going into the Castle. I believe they got
troops in rapidly %hr@ugh ghip Street too. There was NOW

a large garrison iﬁ the Castle. At about half-past eight

(&

or nine o'elock, when nightfall came, there was a sudden
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bomhafdmﬁnt. It came suddenliy on us. On the roof level,
on which were glass windows, an@ tﬁrough.thﬁ windowe on the
ground floor of the City Hall, thére were machine gun

bullets pouring in. From the ceiling the plaster -'began to

fall, It was dangercus.

At that time we had one wounded Dboy. I thinﬁ
Coughlan was his name. He was wounded in £hg arm and was
in great pain. He was 6n13 eighteen; We put him sitting
in one of the porters' chairs, so th&t he was almost
enveloped in it. This bombardment went on and on. By
thig time it waé dark. I had gone upstairs on a couple of
occaslons to see that the girle were attending to fhe three
or four wounded we had there - perhaps more. ﬁftér I came
downstairs for the-fifth or sixth time, I found that Dr.
Lynn had put a bandage on this lad's arm. We put his chair

in to face the wall, so as to safeguard him from the falling

| celling. 1 remember saying to myself: "I would not mind

being shot, but I would not like to be crushed”. There
were big cornices fal}ing.' We sald to the wounded boy:
"We are all here. It is allright",

surrender and Arrest.

At this time, the firing was very intense. A window

was.smashea at the back, and then weé knew they were pouring

in - and they did come in at the back. A voice sai&:

"gurrender, in the name of the King". At this point I felt
a pluck on mw-érm, and our youngest girl, Annie Norgrove -
there are three or four sisters of them - said to me: "Miss
Molony, Miss Mplﬁny, we are not going to give ing Mr.
gonnolly said we were not to sﬁrreﬁd&r". She was terrified,

but there was no surrender about her. The call for’

- N -
surrender was repeated: "How many are here? Surrender®.
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There was no reply. I heard Dr. Lynn guite close, over
near the window, She apparently was near them in the Qound
¢ircular hall.. *Surrender", was called out again. Then
we were taken. They produced lights. They did not know.
how many were oppesing them. I snd Dr. Lynn and Group 3
were on the ground floor; . but there were men upstairs, men
on the roof, and on the top storey. A large number of the

British had poured in through this window.

Those of us who were on the ground finor were taken out,
one by one, through the window, and we were brought into
the Castle, through the (Castle grounds, and into Ship Street

Barracks, where we were put into a very old, dirty room

After two c¢or three hours, Jinny-Shanahan was broﬁght in
with all the people who were in the kitcheq and top floor.
Perhaps the roof men were taken later. Apparently, as
Jinny and the other pirls told me, the troops poured up the
atairs and came in to where the girls were. It would never
occur to them, of course, that they were women soldilers,
Actually, the women in the Citizen Army were not first-
aiders, but did military work, except where it suitéd them
to be first-aiders. Evén before the Russian Army had women
soldiers, the Citizen Army had them. The! British officere

thought these girls had been taken prisoner by the rebels.

They asked them: "Did they do anything to you? Weﬁe they
kind to you? How many aré up here?“- Jinny Bhanah%n-—
guick enough - answered: "No, they did not do anytﬁiﬂg to
us. There are hundreds upstairs - big guns and everything".

She invented such s story that they thought there was a

) garrison up on the roof, with the result that they did delsay,

and took precautions. It was not until the girls were
brought out for safety and, apparently, when they were
bringing down some of the men, that one of the lads said:

"Hullo, Jinny, are you allright?" The officer looked at
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hHer, angry at the way he wés fooled by this girl. I think
that is important, because that may have delayed them, by
gome hours, from getting to the men on the roof. - It was
very natufal for the British officer to take her ﬁtory, and
to think there were hundreds of men slong the roofsof the
¢ity Hall and Dame Street, as she told them. I would not
blame him for being taken in, when she said: "There are
hundredes of them with big guns'. I thought that was

something for which Napoleon would have decorated her,

Detention in various Prisons,.

We were kKept for eight days in the dirty room in Ship
Street barracks. It was a disused room at the back of the
building, on the west side. There were old bits of
mattresses in it;,usa& by the soldiers, They were covered
with vermin; ‘and before a day had passed we-were all covered
with vermin too. I did not ggt rid of lice until I went to
Lewes Jail; and even the baths in Lewes Jail did no good.
Dr, Lynn used put us through a de-lousing drill everﬁ day.
She said it was necessary. Of course, all sorts of girls
were put in this room - a couple of poor devils out of the
streets too. It was & small room, with one window.

Through the window, I was able to ask a giri to change 5
five-pound note for me. This window was in Ship Street,
spanning & narrow area. One of our girls lived in Stephen
Street, and her family came eround to see her. -They were
able to camouflage themselves coming down. The goldiers
were decent enough to us. The Dublin Fusiliers were there.

They would bring us in a dish of fried baccn and bread.

On Friday, we got nothing except hard biscuits and dry

bread. We were glad when the sergeant said: "It is bad

stuff, but that is what we are getting ourselvesf. We were

delighted that they were cut off from supplies. They were
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only getting ﬁull& beef. ~ That caused us more joy than

anything else.

After eight deys, we were brought to the Richmond

Barracks, and then to Kilmainham. We were not kept for

.long in the Richmond Barracks. It was Jjust to sort us out,

I think the men were there. We were put in a disused wing

at Kilmainham. It wae a condemmed wing: That part of the
building had not been used for generations. I think it
wag B. Wing, It was in Kilmainham the executions were
carried out. I heard the shots every morning at dawn; and

knew that that meant they were exeguting our men.

After some time, I was brought to Mountjoy. We were
there quite a while. .They carried on a general weeding-out
process there. snﬁe of the girls' families and men's
families got them out. A number of women were released

from Mount joy, among them Kit Ryan.

Myself, Nell Ryan, Marie Perolz, Brighid Foley and

_Winnie Ccarney - five of us - were sent to Lewes Jail,

England. We were there for a bit. Then there was ancther
weehing-cut, after guestions had been asked in Parliament,

and Brighid Folef and Marie Perolz were released.

Nell Ryan, Winnie Carney and myself were then sent to
gyleshuryf While in Aylesbury Jail, I wrote an article,
describing the conditions of some of the priacnﬁya there,
who were foreigners. It required great finesse to get it
out. Mrs. Larry Ginnell succeeded in getting it out.

This article was given to Sylvia Pankhurst. she published
iﬁ, end said it was got through Mrs. Gimnnell, which spoiled

our plans sltogether. Mrs. Ginnell was very indignant.

.The regulation of the prison was: _the visitor sat in one

part, and the wardress sat watching.. I had the paper
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paper hidden ;n one of the house-slippers which I was
wearing. During our conversation,li held out my foot ﬁnd
showed it to Mrse. Ginnell. She leaned over from her corner
and, while talking intimately, got i£ out of my shoe,
without being seen by the wardress. Then Sylvia Pankhurst
gave it this jnurnaliétic splash in the newspapers. We
wére in Aylésbury Jail until the general releasé - Christmas

Eve, 1916 - when we came home,

Return to Ireliand. Comemoration of the

Rising at Eas%er, 1917.

After our releasse, our activities were more or less
routine. For us, it was only a matter of taking up the gun
again. That feeling, I should say, found its first'
expression at BEaster, 1917. We decided to havé a
demonstration to commemorate thé rebellion -~ "The Repﬁbiic
atill livéa. 4 Rﬁpﬂblic has been declared, has been
fought for; and is still alive™. We had a lot of
discusslions. There were concerts arranged, but what I. was
econcerned with most was our decision to beflag all the
positions that had been cccupied in the 1916 Rising. Ve
intended to run up the flags again in gll these positions
and to get out the proclamation, and proclaim it again, and
to try to esfabligh-the pcsitinn.thét the fight was not
over and that the Republic still lives. Tﬁat was very

mach left to the extremist group in Liberty Hall, who were

" indeed the women, including Jinny Shanahan and Winnie Carney.

We made the flags - three, measuring six feet by four
and a half feet. There was 8 Very nice sailor from Glasgow

called Morran, who looked at the flagstaff in the G.P.0. and

'saia: we could get & flag on that. I will do it, and

they won't get it off in a hurry". He did it, along with &
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Fianna boy, Baby Murray, who 1g still living and is in the
Detective service, I think. They sctually got this big
pricelour cut on the large Tlagstaff, which w#s out in s
hurizantal position in the front of the G,F.O. This zailor
managed to get it so far out, that it was out of anyone's
reach, and there was no rnpe-coﬁing in. This was all done
with deliberation, so that it would not be taken down gquickly.
go well was it done that the -authorities did not gei it down
until six in the evening, aqé the very t hing that we were
playing for happened, They had a cordon. of police - while
some men clinbed up to this flag and started to fiddle with
it. Eventually, they had to saw_the flagstaff; and they
had to cordon off the people as the staff was falling. The

place was crowded.

Madeleine French Mullen and I went tc the College of

Surgeons for the purpose c¢f hanging out a flag there. Qup

. Qifficulty was to carry the flag, without being noticed.

Madeleine had a loose iweed coat on her, and, being rather .

slim, she wrapped it round end round her. I was rather
slim too, but had no loose coat. As we were coming by
Clarendon Street, Madeleine thaughﬁ she felt thé flag )
getting loose. I said: "Hold on. We will go into the
chureh" - Clarendon Sireet Church. . We went in, and, with
a few safety-pins, we made it secure. I think it was a
false alarm anyway. As she was always rheumaiicy, she had

a stick, and was waiking very slowly., I said: "Don't

disturb it. You have only a few paces more to go' -

‘glarendon Street is only a short distance from the College

of Surgeons.  Someone, observing her outline, remarked:-

"God help her. Doesn't she look very bad'. I said:

"yadeleine, your reputation is gone forever". We decided
we would call the flag "Madeleine Eimir". We could not get

into the College of Surgeons. We went into a lady's flat

in the house opposite, and put the flag out. She was one



Military Archives Cathal Brugha

BKs Rathmines Dublin 6

-

LY

L 1}

Iyl

=Ll -

of ocur sympathisers, but I forget hef name now. We did not
take the same precautions with that flag. If we succeeded
in putting it out the window, and if it hung for an hour, we
felt iE would be all right.

_ Having decided to post up the proclamation, we got
facsimiles of it made. We got that printed by Walker, the
Tower Press man. I did gll the ordering for that. When
ﬁalier was printing the proclsmation, he was a bit short'uf-
type, and he came to me. As is well known, the
proclamation of 1916 had been printed in Liﬁerty Hall. in
the subsequent destruction of Liverty Hall, the type had been
all smashed up, a?a thrown about, Nobeody had cleared it
up. I said to Walker; "“There may be some type ip the |
corner here', He came down with his son; and he1picked
up & number of letters that he was shért of, They were
actually uséa in the 1917 proclamation. An interesting
pnint about that is that ?hen Mr., Bouch of the National
Library - he is now dead - was afterwards giving a lecture
on the &ncumanf of 1915, he came to me, asking mé to throw
some light on a copy of the proclamation that,_hq said,
looked like the one he had., He thought it might be & |
fnrgerﬁ. He produced magnify;ng glasses, What was it but
a reyroﬂﬁction of the 1917 proclamation.’ He ask&ﬁ: "y
are some letters exactly the same, while others are totally
differente" I said: "It is a reproduction™. I explained
how this miracle occurred - because I had supplied the
letters from the heap to Walker. -~ Mr. Bouch said that there
are far more copies of the 1916 proclamation extant than
the 1917 one. . He gsaid; "The copy is more valuable than
the original. We have three copies of the 1917 proclamatior

<
and fifteen of the original',

We had the 1917 proclamation printed in two sizes.

e made a special pot of paste for the emaller ones, which
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we were putting on gateposts and pillars. We made flour
paste with glue, and gave jam pots full of it to girls and
boys to do fly posting in the streets. I remember one

poster in_Graftnn Street stayed up for gix or eight months.

Paste, mixed with glue, dries like china, That is what we

did in 1917. When I say "we" I mean a group of us - Cumann

na mBan, the Plunkett girls and boys, well-known extremists.

"A11 the extremists gathered together for this.

These pdsters and printing were to be delivered to
31, Libertiy Hall nanood Friday - not later - because we
wanted to disiribute them, and get them posted. I was
emphetic with Walker about this. He said: '"Yes", ' Goéd
Friday came, and no posters had arrived. The girls cane,
and stiil the posters did not come. On Saturday, I went to
Walker., I was raging and frothing at the mouth. I zaid:
"ihat about the posterse" He sald: "What postera?h
I gaid: "The posters - you said you would send them

yesterday". He said: '"What posters?"” I said: "The

. posters that I ordered". He said; '"You called that off".

I said: "What do you mean - called that off?" He said:
"Miss Plunkett came in, and sald they were cal}ed off".
"gurely that ig not true", I gasped, "and if you don't want
to print them, can't you say so?" He said: "I was told
not to print them. Will I go on with them?” I said: "go
on with them". T held it over him. I put him on his
métal. He was very indignant at being accused of
reluctance to print them and eagerly,and'gladly resumed the

printing of them. He got his son to come in from Lun

Laoghaire; and they got on with the job.

I was mystified about all this. I knew Fiona Flunkett
was no shirker. What I was indignant about wes: if she
was calling it off, why did she not come to me? When I

guestioned her about this, she said: "I was ordered - that
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thére was no demonstration taking place. The Cumann na
mBan were ordered to say there was no d&mﬂnstrationﬁ Flags
were not to be flown. It was not the policy cf.the party",
I considered that was I.R.B, work. Cumann na mBan would
not order that themselves. That was like Fhe-WGITE-TﬂnE
Clubs' pilgrimage to Bodenstown on the occasiofh of King
. BEdward's visit. I concluded then that this was & repetition
I knew Fiona Plunkett was the soul of honour and that she
would not obey any Tom, Dick or Harry; bdbut it must.huve
been an Army order ﬁo the Gumann na mﬁan. She would not
have done that on hef own, and she wasg bitterly ashamed of
having to do it, I congidered that it was the influence
of the I.HE,B., element on the Aruy and Cumann na mBaﬁ. The
Army were under the I.R.B..influenne, because & lot of the
_Army leaders - the commlssioned ranks - were in prison at
this time. @Griffith was in prison, I think. I don't
= think anyone of the calibre of Griffith and de Valera were
ocut of érison in May, 1917. They were not all released at
Chrigtmas, 1916, None of the sentenced people, including
the Countess Markieviecz, were-let out then. The Army '
leaders were either dead or in prison. A man named Liam
Clarke was the accreﬂifed representative here,. I know
that by deduction, I know he would not act without orders
_ from somebody. He must have been ordered to do it. He
was not a man who would do that on his cown. Cumann nsa
mBan were told, not only to do it, but to go around and
tell the people that the flag was not to be fiown., Fiona
said; "Those were my 6rdar$, and I muet obey orders. Ve
might be upsetting something important that was on hands",

We were quiet anﬁually Tor some months afterwards.

The demonstration was.guite & BuUCCESES. Fpr the
occasion, we put up a& scroll at Liberty Hall. TWe put it

across the windows., e got photographs of that taken, and
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I have a copy¥. On the scroll we had: "James Connolly

Murdered -~ May 12th, 1916." We got one scroll made and put
up; and it was taken down by the police in fifteen minutes.
I was full of indignation at being circumvented in & quarter
of an nour, so0 I got down a ruli of calico in the shop, and
painted tha-inécription on it again; and we put that scroll

UPs

At this time - 1917 - we were defeated; nobody thought
we would rise up again.- Liberty Hall waé-mainly a Trade
Union Headguarters. They were not all patriotic. Some
of the Dublin workers were ex-British soldiers. After the
rebellion, the premises was very largely in their hands.,
Also, there was a section - Larkin versus Comnolly. ' Larkin
stood for an international working men's movement.
Connolly's followers were mainly nationalists. There was
that antagonism. The Union was in the hands of Larkin's
section, The Hall waé in their hands too. We knew we
had unsympathetic members in the back, and enemies in the

front.

Jinn& Shanahan and myself put up that calico scroll
on the occasion of the demongtration. There was a kitchen
in Liberty Hall., Next door to the kitchen was a room used
as a coal cellar, where there had been got in 1ately'a few
tﬁns of coal. We brought the scroll up to this room. We
cloged the door, and put, between ourseives and the door,
all the coal we could shift. There was at least a ton
from the rléor right up against the door. We knew that, if
the Union men became aﬁare of our intention, they would
order us out. They did not want the Citizen Army men there
at all, They were anly tolerated, they were there on
sufferance. The Union men would have liked to tell them to

go, but, on account of Connolly, they did mot have the

courage to do it. 50, having made ourselves gecure, we sal
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" gaid: "Will you, for God's sake, come down, They don't

48—

there. We went up to the roof, and from that position, saw
police coming to guestion those in charge of the Hall,
interviewing the committee, which would be hnsfila to us, and
all loocking up at the seroll. We discreetly withdrew, and
were not seen by the Committee. We heard them trying to
force the door, but, on account of" the coai, they could not

get in.

The authorities - military and police - mobilised, I

‘believe, a huge force, numbering up ito itwo hundred, They

got military from Dinlaocgheire. = 4 cordon was formed in
front of Liberty Hall, and no one was allowed to pass. The

authorities were a bit uneasy. They did not know what the

, Citizen Army might be up to.

w i

. ) - &
Liam Clarke was on the steps of Liberty Hall, and he saw
Jirnny Shanahan. He said:; '"What are you up to? They are

going to open Tire™. The authorities believed that there

_was a detachment of Citizen Army men on the roof. He was

trying to tell them that there were -only four girls, He
believe me that there are only four of you there", We could

not get the coal away. We said: "We can't".

The geroll remained on Liverty Hall for several hours.
It attracted great attention, and crowds gathered - the same
as happened in O'Connell Street when the flag was flown.
Really, in the heel of the hunt, it was the four girls
inside Liberty Hall, and four girls'who were on the wrong

gide of the door, who were responsible for all this.

It was not until about six or seven c'clock in the

evening that they broke down the door of.this room in Liberty

"Hall. The police had to shovel the coal themselves. We

sat like perfeci ladies, walting for them. I did not feel



Military Archives Cathal Brugha

BKs Rathmines Dublin 6

49—

too comfortable at having to face the Union people. The
result of: that was that the police authorities threatened to
suppress a food kitchen, which we were running, in Liberty

Hall. It was run by a public spirited woman, largaret

' Cunningham of Trinity Hall., There were five or six of these

food kitchens in the city being run for the relief of
starvatiﬂn,-as there was great poverty in the uity that time.
I thought there was a danger of the food kitchen in Libérty
Hall being suppressed; however, it was not, largely through
the efforts of Miss Cunningham and other la&iea1on the
Commlttee. I wrote frantic lelters to Miss Cunningham,
gaying there was no one responsible for that incidﬂntlcxcept
myself and two others, and would she keep the kitchen open -
gsaying I was sorry that it had that effect, not that I was
sorry for what I did. That celebration in 1917 established

the 1916 Commemoration,

The most outstanding things I remember in 1917 were
meetings in the Mansion House ~ a sort of rallying of the
forces. Their idea wae to have Ireland's Eaﬁe brought
before the Peace Conference. That would be April, 1917.
There wag a kind of tug-o'-war as to who would control the
ﬁew nationalist movement. We were all for Gount Plunkett,
because he represented Joe Plunkett and the extremist wing,
The others were for -Arthur Griffith. Those were the two
opposing parties. Arthur Griffith was Sinn Féin; and leader
of the avowed passive resistance movement, as an alternative
to physical force. Very definitely Griffith believed that.
griffith thﬁugnt th:.at the best thing would be for him to get
control and try out this pessive resistance movement. We
thought that was wrong. Therefore, he was anathema tn_us,

who were the extremists.

Later in the year, before the Sinn Féin Convention of
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October 25th, I remeMbér_de Valera came tc Dr. Lynn's house
one night, to talk to Ir. Lynn and myself, as certain
representatives of Liberty Hall. Dr. Lynn was more Citizen
Army. He said that a plan was proposed that he himself would
be a kind of compromise betﬁéan Count Plunkeit, Griffith and
MacNeill. He said that he himself was not anxious for it -
he was very modest and retiring - but that that was the ‘
decision of the boys - that he would be the compromise(

That was put forward as a solution. He asked would he-ba
acceptable to our lot. We said he would be, s0 long as he
shared our opinions. It was agreed that our lot would
support his cendidature at the ﬁeeting. Wnile Count
Plunkett was Joe's father, and_very.good, de Valera was the

better leader.

Anti-Government activities during 1617, '18 and 'l

and Black and Tan Period

Nothing much of note happened in 1917, 1918 and 1919,
apart from the resistance to the Government that was
congtantly kept up. There were raids and so on. That room

of mine in Westmoreland Street, and Grace Plunkett's were

raided and raided, Grace had & studic there, and when &

‘room beside it became vacant I got it at 5/- a week. At

the time I was staying with Dr. Lynn in Rathmines. I thought
it would be great to have a room there-in town. At another
period, I exchanged that room with Gﬁmann ns mBan; who had a
room on Bachelor's Walk. They worked their activities then
from my room in Westmoreland Street. It was where Men's Wear
is now. It'was owned by Hynes' of Dame Street. I was
agsociated with all the movements, but I did not do any

sactive work, such as going around to families and that.

In the Black and Tan period, I was working with the
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theatre. Some weeks I would be on, and some weeks I_wbuld
not be on. However, as I had a contract with the Abbey, I
was paid all the time. That occupied my nights. When

St. John Irvine came ag manager to the Abbey, I was playing

in one of Boyle's plays, where I appeared in the first act,

" and not egain until the last act. In the interval, one

night, T went and spokKe at an open-air anti-recrulting
meeting at Beresford Place - a stanﬂ'; throw away. When
Irvine heard of it, he flew intoc a violent rage. He was a
réal Britisher. He ordered EKathleen Dfaga t? dress up in
my attire. She was very reluctant to db it. Whéﬂ I'camﬂ
back half an hour before I was due to appear on the stage, he
said to me: "Kathlesn ﬁragn will take your parth. I said:
"What about it? I am here half an hour before the time'". |
He said: "You have no right to address a meeting. This is
not a tea party, or a Sunday School party". I said: "I
have no experience of Sunday Schools. I have experience of
the stage™. He was Very cross. He was not in a position
to dismiss me, ae I was Yeats' protegée and had a'cﬂntrapt.

I got an endless ragging about that. The fact that I was

addressing an anti-recruiting meeting amised the Company.

A1l I did in those years from 1918 on was work in
connection with ‘the Government of the Republic, for instance,

the Ministry of Labour. Madame Markieviez was the first

"Minister of Labour - before Joe McGrath, I never worked for

the Republic or the pational cause in my life for & salary.

I remember there were many Arbitration Courts under the

Ministry of Labour, settling disputes, wages and that.

I acted ag a Diétrict Juastice in the Rathmines area.
Lily Brennan got me into that. T wag on the Courte, which I-
think werse held at intervals., I do not think they were held

weekly at the Town Hall, I think once & month was s much

ez I went, The cases I dealt with were mpatly trivial
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crime anﬁ-small debts, ordinary police court cases. The
interesting thing about it was that the people did come to
the Courts, and acknowledged their jurisdiction, and mostly

obeyed their judgments.

I also was addressing public meetings. There weré
public meetings heéld on behalf of .the prisoners. Women, in
that case, played & good part. Maud Gonne started the
Priscners'.nefence League very early on, I really forget
the year when it was started. -“Between one thing and another
we were busy mostly organising the Prisoners' Defence League.
Then there were a lot of spasmodic meetingslheld all slong, .

just to keep the flag flying. On any pretence, we would

hold a meeting - probably because it was forbidden. We

would drew attention to the perfidy of the Eritish. - I was
usually asked to participate in the meetings, because I
happened to have the misfortune to be able to speak. The

meetings were held in the open,

T wae raided constantly. It would be easier to record
the time I was not raided. The people I knew; and wherever
I was staying, were raided too. Dr, Lynn was raided day

after day. I was staying with her a good deal.

I was not in Cumann na mBan nyself, except when Lily
Brennan made me an Honorary Member of the Cumann na mBan one
time. Tt was because of something she wanted me to do, for
which I had to be a member of Cumann na mﬁan. They had &
rule that you would have to attend your Branch meetings, and
appear in uniform. I said to Lily: "I can't do it",  Vhat
she wanted me to do had something to do with the Belfas?i
Boycott. She said: "I ﬁill make you an Honorary Member of
the Ranelagh Branch“. I was attached to the Citizen Army,

and Fox got & lot of his information from me, when he wrote

his book, "The Irish Citizen Army".
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Madame Markievicz and Fianna Eireann.

Madame Markievicz is in great danger of being
misunderstood. The only account written of her is by~
Seén -0 Faoldin - a very bad, inaccurate,.migleading and.
ungympathetic account of her. It completely misrepresents-
her character. He came %o me, smongst other people, for
various sidelines on her character, I am gorry to say that,
in some parts of it, he attiributes to me - "her friend, B.M."
many cf1these in&cguracieﬁ._. He wanted to make it a popular
book, and wrote cattily of her life. 'I wreteltn him in
August, 1934. I have a copy of my letter {Appendix 4). EHe
promised to send me the ﬁotea and péoafa, which he-never did.
I heard it was about to be published. As I did not trust
his ideas of Madame WMarkievicz, I wrote that letter in
August, I also have 8 copy of a further letter {ﬂppendix B)
which I wrote to him when I had read the press-cuttings. I
sent it to Seén { Faoléin. .I did not send it to the papers.
I did not know at the time that the book was aciually-
published, and that it was actually in the shops., When
6 Faoldin came to me, he said: "Well, you know, I gathered
that impression  from what you said". I said: "How could I
tell sueh lies about the woman, because I was very fond of

17 )
her". .

in his book, Sean é-Faaléin éttributed vanity to Madame

Markievicz as the motive of her nationalist and military
activities, and stressed her fondness for showy uniforms.

The truth'was, she had never bought & uniform - like many
olther members of the -Gitiman Army -~ except a Boy Scout's
shirt, which then cost 3/6d4., and a Boy Sgout'é hat. Her
éitizan Army dress up to tﬁe week before the Rising consisted
of a plainttweed costume with a Sam Brown belt and black

turned up hat, similar to the men's, with a small buneh of
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cock's feathers. She went out to thé rebellion in the

uniform coat of Michsel Mallin, who had got a new uniform.

As he was so slim his coat fitted her perfectly. She bought

a pair of breeches and a skirt to wear over them for the
Rising. From 0 Faoléin's account, you would think that she
had gone to endless trouble and expense with her appearance.

She always liked militarism. "I don't_like girls", she said,

J"I am afraid of them". But she had the personality of a.

boy - indulged in schoolboy jokes and that sort of thing.
Perhaps I myself will be dead soon; and I do not want

0 Faoléin's acécunt to pass, without contradiction. He also
stated that she would not do any work unless it brought her
into the limelight. 4s a matter of fact, she was ready to

do sny sort of work that came her way, no matter how
uninteresting, or how menial or obscure. I need only mention
her work in connection with the soup kitchens in 1913, and

latef amongst the poor in the slums.

Lots of people will tell you conflicting things sbout
the foundation of the Fianna Eireann. 1 was aaéociated with
the Countess Markievicz in the foundling uflthe Fianna; and I
would like it to be understood that she was éight_v per cent.
responsible for it. - I am not saying that she did not get
valuable ];IElP. In fact, she could not have succeeded if she
had not got help; but the driving work of carrying it on was
hers. I heard it Ftateﬁ, at a concert in 1918, t};at Roger
Casement was respnnsiﬂle for the starting of the Fianna.

That was completely inaccurate, nor would Roger Casement have

N wished such a statement to be made. The person speaking

wanted to boost Roger Casement. Everyone had great
admiration for him, but the man was away. He gave
subseriptione all right. When a statement like that is made

by a responsible person, it is likely tc be believed unless

contradicted.
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Madame Markievicz came into national things through our

paper, "Bean na hEireann", and was very enthusiastic. She

" had a very enthusiastic nature - bubbling over ‘with high

spirits., The Inghinidhe had children's classes. We had
abandonad the boys' classes. We found them hard ,to manage.
We were hard pressed to cope with everything, and we let the
boys' classes go. That was the reason that Madame formed a
special movement for young h6y§.~ She modelled the Fianna on
Baden Powell's Scouts. 8he said that the thing to do was to
start boy scouts. . As far as‘the Inghinidhe were éoncerneﬂ,
they were &elightea; but‘their job was teaching classes.

She wag full of the idea that we should have a counter-blast
to the Scouts. She talked to Sean HbGafry; Bulmer Hobson,
MacCartan, and to other groups, including§1nghinidha and the

Inghinighe's followers.
£

Madasme Markievicz was the driving force. She saidr

‘"Lt us begin. = She began by calling on ‘a sympathetic

schoolmaster - T think a man in Pearse Street School. I
forget his name. He was sympathetic to us. Ve got his

name as being all right. He talked about the subject in

‘some of his boys' classes, and made it sound attraclive,

Thus was started the national boy scouts. I t@ink, ?ut of
that school, we got six or eight boys, as a very small
beginning. " Into that came the sons of Republicans. Padraig
6 Riain, son of the caretaker of 25 Parnell Square at that
time, came. He waé a young lad aged fourteen that time.

The others were aged from eight to twelve yeafs. These six
or eight boys were called the Red Branch Kﬁights for the
first éouple of weeks. There would be a couple of paragraphs
in the paper about thein, Hdbéon said that he had had groups
of boys in Belfast, some seven oOr eight years before, who
were called "Red Branch Knights'. Then afterwards, we

ﬁhought of the name, "Fianna na hEireann'. Finally, it was
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called "Fianna Eireann". It took a couple of months to get
that much done. It was out of that small group of boys, who

were invited out on scout marches, that the Fianna wére

formed.

We made use of Baden Fowell's sccut book for training
them, Vie had no old secldiers to give instructions. At
that time, no one in the movement would speak to an ex-soldiery
it would be regarded as treason. It was not the same as
afterwards, when ex-soldiers came into the movement. We
could not afford to ﬁay an instructor. Therefore, it had to
be begun at scrateh. The boys loved playing at_solﬁiers.

After a time, sluaghs were formed.

I was more or less polifical'mmntor to the Countess at
that time. She was groping at first. She read, and read,
and read. Her aistef, Bva Gore-Booth, had that sentimental,
dreamy icve for Ireland; They were in George Russell's and
Yeats' set, and formed a sort of Culture club., The Countess
Markievicz attiended a big meeting in the Rotunda, for the

establishment of Sinn Féin; and then Griffith told her to

join the Gaelic League. she asked him; "How could I work
-for Ireland?" He said; "Join the Gaelic League', She
joined the Caig Ciigi, but it was not enough.. 5o she found

whet she wanted in the Inghinidhe. Then 1t seemﬂﬁ_tﬁa right
thing, to her direct mind, to begin fouhding an army of boys,
who would grow up to know what they were fighting for, The
Inghinidhe always taught history. They always had that idea
of physical force. Maud Gonne founded the Inghinidhe because
the T.R.B. or other nationalist societies would not admit
WOmen, Neither could women join the Celtic Literary Society.
of course, she was always friends with them all. She felt

no resentment. Tt was a lucky thing that we had our own

organisatinn, because We were independent, and not & branch

of anything. We were able to do what we liked, with the
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result that we 4id things in advance of other movements.

For the Fianna, we took a.hall at 38 Camden Street. - The
first talks took g9lace in my brother's house - Frank Molony's.
Every Sunday evening, we hﬁﬁ a few friends in. A good deal
of things were hatched there - not officiai at all. Then
Madame Markieviez hired the hall in Gamden Street.  She paid
tpa rent - ten shiliings a8 week. She kept that on. The
boys all met there, There were different sluaghs from
different parts of the city. Fach sluagh hag itg special
night. As it grew, it was big enough for that. The boys
had their Ssturday and Sunday route marches, and weékuan&
CampE. They were all young children. It meant getting
their parents' consent and confidence about letting them out
for the week-end. Madame Markieviez 4did it. o one else
aould, Mo mother would let her ten-year old child out like
that, unless she was sure that good care would be taken of
him. Madame always went ﬁith the boys herself, and always

ingtructed them hersgelfl,

Madame WMarkievicz had a cottage which she rented out iﬁ
sandyford at 2/- per week.. The country ?ﬁs really wild
around there. She had that cottage herselfl for years. It
was & very convenient thing, because it was a double cottage.
Mary Mulligan and her mother lived next door, and "did" for
Madaﬁe. It was a one-roomed cottage. I went out and
sﬁayed there often. The boys had their tents ouiside. It
is still there. It is a pity there is no roof on it. I
wrote to An 615& to do something about it; but I think it
all collapsed. She took it in the first instance for
peinting, and she painted gquite a lot of pictures up there.
She was & good painter, but, unfﬂrtun;tely, her skill as an

artist has been put in the shade by her fame as & politician

and soldier.
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The cottage grounds were used for drilling the Fianna

boys, who went there every week-end and slept in tents. 8he

had a marvellous influence with the boys; she was like a boy

among them. Anything she owned, they owned.

At one stage she gave up her house, 59 Frankfort Avenue,
and moved her furniture out to Belcamp Park in Raheny. As
my family shortly after went to America, I moved out there too.
Our idea was to provide a camp for the Fianna and to try an
experiment on the same lines as the Ralahine pxperimant in

Tipperary, in the early 19th century. We both thought we

could make the pleace self-supporting by market-gardening.

Some of our young men friends, such as Bulmer Hobson,
encouraged us in the project. Qthers, especiélly Sean
Medarry, were very much against it and branded us as "idiots'.
Financially it was not a success, buf the Fianna enjoyed it
thoroughly and put -a lot of work into developing the grounds.
When we decided to wind up the experiment we succeeded in
getting a buyer, and the losses which we shared were not very

great.

We then took a flat in 15 Lower Mount Street, This was

in 1911,

My memory is too hazy to give the numbers of the Fianna
Boy Scouts. _ Bulmer Hobson would know that. I do not know
whether Pidraig O Riain would know.. Percy Reynolds was a
most prominent Scout, and a great favourite of Madame
Markievicz, We thought he was too pretty, and that he was
a "mamny's pet"; but he was vefy good afterwards - himself
and his brother; I think it was Joe, who became a monk ;

perhaps there was a third brother.

Madame Markievicz did not start anything for girls.

She did not like girls, and there were, of course, those
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classes in the Inghinidhe for them. You would see a group of

boys snd girls, who were living in the same laneway; the

) giflh would come out and pull the boys' h&ir, and that sort of

thing; the boys would get sort of shy. Hadame used to say:
"They always confuse me - those dreadful girls".  She never

liked them.

There is & certain section who want to prove that ladame

‘Markievicz was only a tool, and that Bulmer Hobson and those

started the Fianna., I would not be surprised to hear that
the I.R.B. say they decided to gtart the Fiasnna. Seén
MeGarry gave a good ésal of help; particulariy. He usé& to
turn out on Sundays, and play the man for .these young lads.

I helped to %he extent of making jam\aandwiches, and helped to
feed the youngstera who forgot their lunch. Madame was
really wonderful, the way she devoted ﬁarself to the boys.

She understood them. They felt they were nearer to her than

" to their officers. They were not afraid of her,

I was in the political prisonepa' wing in Aylesbury Jail
after the Rising. With me there were Winnie Carney and Nell
Ryan. The Countess Markievicz was 1in the convicts' wing in
Aylesbury Jail the same time as we.were there. We caught a
glimpse of her now anﬂ.again at Mass. There was a very nice

prieét there -~ a Scot. He would bring us verbal messages

from her, and we would send messages to her. He was very

good.

I happen to have a scrap éf nctepaper, on which the
Gountess, as Minister of Labour, wrote notes regarding a wages
adjustment for Mitchell‘s,.the beed workers' rates of pay,
piece rates, ete. Tt is in her handwriting, and it is not
signed; ‘but I presumne that, as her friend, my authentication

of it would be asccepted. It is a precious bit of paper.tn

anyone who knew her. I do not know whether I should band it
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in to the Bureau, or to Mr. Mitchell., I would not like to
think it would be just left iying about, as happened with some
things that were handed in to the Museum in connection with

the 1916 Exhibition.

Madame Markievicz was not separated from her husband,
The reason they were not living together was because he was
in Poland. Whenever he was back in Ireland, he came to her
hﬂuse; "Surrey House". She was élways delighted to see him
coming. I should say that their love affair had gone off
the boil; but she was really rather proud of him. She loved
acting, but she could not act. She would often take a part
in & play; and he would say she could not act, There wae
not any disagreément. She wbuld'ﬁe delighted when he would
be coming home, and would say: "iI'll be having him on my
hands"; ‘but she would really be rather pleased. He would
spend about half the year here in Ireland. He was & very
colourful character. He would paint the toﬁn.red. He would
have, as "John Brennan" said, his flying column with him -
young men ahuﬁt.tnwn,writing plays, painting pictures; of
course, they were nearly éll going to write plays and paint
pictures. Madame first met the Count in the Art School in

Paris. Sometimes she would get bored with him. "You are

‘g0 tiresome", she would say., Neither of them would, at any

time, have had the remotest intention of separating. She .

was quite content to have him in Poland, and wae quite

‘content to have him here. In a way, he could enjoy being

the husband of a famous woman, about whom he could also sneer.

SIGHED }{fé&«r{__ / %fé",&{;
‘patE___/ 7// Q;/ 2
- " s N
WITNESS —C b 40“—?-‘:? BUREAU OF MILITARY HISTORY 1019:41 |

He lapped it up.

BURO STAIRE MILEATA 1813-@1
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91 Larkfield Grﬁ?e
Kimmage! Yublén, Aug, 3Ist '34,

.Achﬂora. .

I think you will remember that it was agreed th
wuld send me the proofs of my contribvution tzgyour lig: ggu_
Countess Harkievicz. fgr my approval beforae it was printed,
B she was , and is still the object
E;}apka by anti-Irigh writers, it is natural that ger fgiegggy
should be snxicus about.stutenents which might be attributed to them
Hoping to-Epar from you as soon as nossible,
. 1ours sincerely . .

g
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‘ ’ ﬁ-—M 5 Kimmage, Dublin.  6/9/34

Achara, : ) Y
_ I retumn your proof copy, and hope I have not kept \i't too
long. On page III, ‘the line "tut it had to be work of a certain
tyre."” should be changed to "she enjoyed such rublicity as‘it
entailed, where another woman might have shrunk from Nor alter
shatively, leave out the sentence nltogether. That ne.f61lowing
the preceding natter- beliss her real character. It had nétto be
“work of a certain kind! She was alwayes ready to do the most Ekme
obscure and boring work, which othars less thorough or sincere \
would shirk, You would make it appear that love of publicity was
the keynote of her character. That is the last thing that-would ..
be true of her. For this reason I think the last line in the Ist -
par. on page Il4-- "The limelight was not strong enough in éitheg
case”.- might be-cut out algo. This last line aprears to be a ‘
refrection on your own Judgment, for anyone who hag studied the
events of these years must be aware that 8 woman who wished for
limelight, would have made a bee-line for the Suffrage Hovenment.
. Any phase of the Snffragettea#’activity was front page news,
whereas the "extremeQ Nationalist movement was not news ot all,
_ It was sneered equally by 8ll papers, the "Pndependent” in part-
- ~ieular, which when $h noticed us at all referred to us: as 'Maud
Gonne's unwashed.” e
- . The fact is that in I907; through Inghinidhe na
hEireann, Hadame came into contact with Republicans who:believed .
in physical force to achieve their ends. It may' appear combcal teo
you that a proportion of these wers women, and for three years
(~from I907-10, vhen Irigh Freedom" was launched) the onidy paper
SXpressing these views was the "Bean na hEireann"-to;q ich she
wag & constant and valued contributow. So little 4aid she seek
publicity that many of her best artioles were unaié&hed,aﬂs Editog
Manager and liessenger of that paper I had ah oprortunity of
forming an opinion of her character. Hy opinion has not changed,
and it is that simplicity and sincerit was the keynote of her
character; That line reads to me Just 3 “cattyr. I suggest that
you cut it out. : . ol
o It 18 a curious thing that Dany men seem to be
unable to believe that any woman can embrace an ideal--"accept 1}
intellectually; feel it asg n profound emotion, and then calmly
decide to make o vocation of working for its realisstion; they
glve themselves endloss pains to prove that every serious thing
8 woman does (outside nursing babies or washing pots)is the result
of being in love with sonme man,or disappointed in love of some
man, or looking for excitement, or limelight, or indulging their

' vanity. You do not seem to have escaped from the limitstions of

Fﬂur'sexi t%:rerura you degeribe Msdame as being "ocaught up" by,
Or rallying to the side of Connolly, Larkin, or some man or nthaqj
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' 2 . . - . .
whereas the simple faot is thap she was working, as & man might have
worked, for the. freedom of Ireland. She allied herself with these
later movements: because they were advancing the ideals which she

- had acoepted years before. We were writing about Labour conditions
womens' labour in particular- years before Larkin came to Ireland.
and she never "abandoned" or "drew away from" that cause,

She supported the Womens' HMovement, but did not Join their
organisation in Ireland, becauss she was a member of Inghinidhe na
hEireann, and adopted their attitude on this very vital point, Ve held
that an agitation for votes for women in Ireland, inferred olaiming
British citizenship, and conpequently was inconsistent with Irish
Republicanism and Separatism., I remember having some difficuldy in
bringing her to this point of view. Of course on the principle of
Equal Rights we were all united, and we worked in the most friendly
way with the Irish "Suffragettes", - )

" Flease do:-not think I am finding fault with your
analysis or dedustions. I have no right to., That is your own affalr:
But I naturally do not wish deductions, which I cénsider to be utterly
false; to be attributed to me, In my opinien Mademe n aought
limelight or publicity. Then 1t ocame, she aenjoyed it and laughed at
1t, where another woman might be embarassed by it, That is all that
could be said with truth, . .. . _ T :

I hope you will be able to make those. slight changes
and that you will make the same improvement in the spelling of my
name ag you do in poor Pat Hoey's, and get it correctly--HOLONY,

i Youra very sincerely.

' ‘ ' ' ' FT?L(E":
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