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Statement of Joseph Gilhool

"Clonallen", Klmmage Road, Dublin.

I Joined the Irish Volunteers ("C" -Company, 2nd
Battalion, Dublin ﬁrigada)-in the earla; ﬁart of 1918. 4t
that time Sean Colbert was Captaln of the Company with
Sean Meldon and Charlie Goulding 1st apd 2nd Lieutenants
rﬂapact—ifalr. Mattle McDonnell __wlraar Company Adjutant anf_l
either Paddy Kelly or Jimmie Brennan was Company Quarter-
master, - -Tha Section Commanders, as far as I remember,
were Mick, Fleming, Sean Lemass, Joe. Cripps, George Murphy
and Jimil;_Brennan. ~ There were at rilrat. four Seotlions in

the Company but afterwards this was increased to five.

- There were sSeveral ohanges of Section Commanders dus to

different reasons and Tom O'Rourke and Mick Keogh were
Seotion Commanders at different times. I don't know the
number of men on the roll of the l:umpanr_'hut between 40 and
50 wes regarded as a good parade in 1918, 1919 and 1920.

I would say that of this number about 50% were 1916 men.

The compahy met once s.xer week for dr@ll in Tara Hall,
Gloucester Street, and occasionally went out in the :
direoction of Whitehall, Cabra or Artane, for manosuvres.

On only one oncagion that I remember did we have rifle
target practice - it was either with a service rifle fitted
with a tube for firing miniature ammunition or with a
minigture rifle. ;

Apart from weekly drill and some s§peocial classes for
signallers, one of the few incidente I recall in those
early days was an ocoasion on which Commandant Frank
Henderson piul:ed four men of the Company, Jimmie Brennan,

Dan Rysan, a-m:fw—..n{._,-..,.... and myself to watch Detective
-9 Mw
/Sayth,
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‘Smyth, who, he said, was suspacted of doing political

work, with a view to -giving him a beating up. . After
watohing Smyth's house for a few evenings and finding
out, the times at which he arrived and left the house
we were called off the job. The only reason I was
picked for this job was because I was taller than the
aterage man in the cnhpany. (Frank Henderson stated
that he wanted big men for the job). |

E

Although we subsoribed to an arms fund I, in
common with the majority of the rank and file of the
Company, had not a gun up to lufa';ﬂ;ﬁ. I was issued
with a service rifle in November 1919 which I had %o
hand back some months afterwards when all the rifles
in Dublin were being sent t.o Cork.

During 1919 and 1920 there were several changes
of officers in the Company. ~Sean Colbert resigned and
was succeeded by Sean Meldon; Saaﬁ mldon'u vacanoy
was fllled by the eleotion of Sean Lemass; Charlie
Goultiing arterwarda left or rasigned. M. O0'Reilly
was Captain of t.tuu Company for a short period, anﬂ
after him Tom Burke, ;

During the latter part of 1920, parties of about
twelve men armed with revolvers patrolled the streets
©'Connell Btraet- Dorset Street and viclnity) with &
view to engaging Black and Tans travelling by larr:,r,
but no engagement took place on any occasion on which

I was one of the members of the patrol.

/In
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In December' 1930 just Some dayﬁ bafore 3
christmﬂu, I think, the A.S,U: was formed. I was
one of four msn who_wara chosen from ngw Company .

The other three were Tom McGrath, Jim Héary and
Billy Doyle. Tom McGrath and Jim Hb;ry were both
1916 men and Jim Heery especially was looked on as a
rellable ﬁan in the Company. 4s I had not dgnﬂ
anything to distinguish myeelf in "C" Company, the
only reason I can account for my béing chosen for the
A.S5.U. was that 1 had been 4 Civil Servant and on the
intrnﬂuuticn by the British Gﬂvernmgntlaf the order
that all Civil Servants mus£ take an oath of
allegience to the King,T hed 16ft the Civil Service.
{An order had been issued by the Volunteers at the
time that any Civil Servants whplﬁaak'tha oath of

alleglance must leave the Volunteers).

The initialdma&ting_qr_ths A.Sﬁﬂ. was held in a
hallway in the North Strand. I think it was 100
Sevil;a Flace. The reason for the formation of the
Unlt - intensive warfare against thaﬁﬁxitish-anﬂ the
conditions under which we were to serve 9 WETe
explained and all were given an opportunity to withdraw
if they 8o wished. The unit was to conaist of 50 wen,
aetually there were some few less than 50 pPresent at
the first mﬂating end as far as I know about 45 was the
greatest number of men Berving at any one time. We
were placed unﬂe:_tha command of Captain Pgpddy
Flanagan who about g'weak later assembled us in a
hallway in 34 Camden Strqat when we were divided into
four sections cﬁrraapnnding to the four battalions from
which we were recruited. Frank Flou&:waa appolnted

/iseutensnt
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Lieutenant in charge of Nos. 1 and 2 Sectlons and -
Tom McGrath was appointed Seotion Commander of No. 2

‘Sectlon. Mumber 2 Secticn comsisted of Tom MeGrath,

George Gray, Jim Héary,l Jim Cabill, John Muldowney,
Paddy Evers, Christy Fitzsimons, Billy Doyle and
myself. Bllly Doyle, who lived in the south side of
the city, transferred some days aft.a;rwarﬂa to either

. No. 3 or No. 4 Section. Each man was supplied by his

former Gumpﬁny with a .45 revolver amd 12 rounds of
ampunition.

The first engagement of the A.8.U. early in |
January 1921 was a combined attack by the Nos. 1 and
£ Sections on either ome or two Iurry loads of
Auxiliaries in Bachelor's Walk. This ambush was

‘planned by Captain Flanagé:; who informed us beforehand

that the lorries would be attacked with grenades only
and that this attack was in the nature of a test to
see the reactlon of the Auxiliaries. | About five or
si:x mep with grenades stood at short intervals alohg
the footpath outside or near Scanmell's auction rooms.
These men were to attack the first suitable patrol of
Auxiliaries (i.e. elther omé or two lorries) which
passed, aveiling themselves of whatever cover might be
afforded by any vahiclga or furniture outside or near
the auct.’_mn rooms. The men, having thrown the
grenades, were to retire by way of tﬁ auction rooms
through a doorway _{uh_icﬁ was guarded by one of our
men) which led into a laneway {North Lotts) at the
back. Some men were stationed in the laneway to

ensure its being free for the retirement of the men who

/had
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had thrnwn the grenades while four ‘men were posted

| at the public-house {O'Ehill's nr Gahillﬁs ﬁgﬂhtha

WMM-}‘
name over the door at that timsllin case the

Auxiliaries 9t§ammta4_tn_turn intnlLifray Street. The
ambush took place exactly as planned; ‘the Auxiliaries
made no attempt toig@cp or dismount when attecked but
increased speed while some of phsm;stoad up in the
lorries and fired shots in every direction., Elther
the Auxiljarip&_wa;ﬁ Tiring ﬂildlg'uf thgr did not
know where the attack came from as.some of the bullets
fired by them struck houses on the oppas%tq_aiia of
the river. All our men got safaly'away; what .

damage, if any, was done to the Auxiliaries I never
heard. | ‘

After this, No. 1 amd No. 2 Sections operated
independently for some weeks. No. 2 Section made
several attaﬁpta to ambush either one or two lorries
of Black and Tans or Auxiliaries but owing to the
difficulty of remaining in pasitionffor even & sShort-
time we were not immediately successful. We we;e in
positions in Summerhill to carry out an ambush on the
morning on which No. 1 Seetion was d?struyeﬂ at
Clonturik Park. Being élraady in our positions for
some time when we heard the explosions of, the grenades
thrown by the No. 1 Section and not knowing exactly
where the ambush had taken place we ﬁrnga up and did
not know of the disastér toe No. 1 Section until that

afterncon.

The next ambush carried out by No. 2 Section was.

at Beresford Flace. This was on one lorry loed of

. . /Black
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Black and Tans. Our men were divided into two
groups, ome consisting of George Gray, Jim Cahill,
Paddy EQE;B and Gh;iaty Fitzﬂiana_atatiansd near
Efnnks Thomas at the corner of Abbey Street, and the
other group consisting of fumzunura;h, Jim Heery,
John Myldowney and myself near some pillars of arches
of the loopline bridge at the Quays. There was no
‘opportunity to do more than throw soms grenades when
the lorry turned into Abbey Street and out of sight of
the men stationed on the Quays. The four men
stationed on the Quays crossed Butt Br@@g@ to gpt away
from the scene when some shots were fired. I was
some yards behipd Tom McGrath and noticed that he was
bleeding from a wound in the back of his leg. The ‘
other two were 1n_frppt_apd'ﬂid not -know anything of
this. Tom and I, after crossing the bridge, turned
to our left towards City Quay and Tom then got on to
a hqr_sq;draWn dray and sat on the npposita 8ide to the
driver. He asked me to leave him as two' of us on the
dray as well as the driver would have been notioceable.
Afterwards we read 1n the newspaper that the military
who came on the scene after the ambush ha& arrested a
man with a revolver buf had.artarwéfda released him.

As Tom MeGrath was in hospital after thils, we
agreed that George Gray should commani the Sectiom.
I think it was around this period that we captured and
burned the lorry used by some of the barracks for
dumping refuse in the sloblands at Fairview. The
few British soldiers in charge of the.lorry, whom we
took p;;sqnera and released again, halpgq ﬁa to burn
the la;r:. After this the ﬁritish always sent an
escort with the lorry dumping the refuse.

/Some
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 Some ﬁimﬂ_arber_;ha Clonturk ambush more mah‘
were transferred from the 1st Battalion to the No. 1
Seotion. From then omwards the No. 1 and No. 2
Sections always acted together. Tom Flood becams
hi;utenaqt in place of his brother Frank; Mick Dunne,
1whn had escaped on the ﬁaé of the Clonturk ambush, was
Section Commander. The new maqrintb No. 1 Section
were Ned Breslin, Paddy O'Connor, Jack Foy, Sean Quinn
and Johnny Slin&y._' Very shortly after Tom Flood
became Lisutenant he and some others mﬁda an attaqk on

gome mil;tarx despatoh riders in Henry Street.

On the second attempt a successful attack was.
mede at;nrmhnd Quay on three private cars carrying
military urricqrs-iplggfy; wq;bh rné-gnma days hgﬂ left
Qgp{ipﬂpagyle_qﬁhﬁ_p.m.'qqd_went'to British Head-
qunxtérs_in Phrkgqte Strgg}id_“; de not know what
damage was d?ng_yut six gfegqqpq were d:ﬂppﬂdlaithar
into or alongsiga the open cars. Thﬂ si:_mnn engaged
gntlaafaly away, the oql; damugq being some splinters
which Sean Quinm got in his ear. '

~ Some t;qq 1n_4p:i1llﬁal a large lorry-load of
armed military wore attacked with.gruﬁaiaa in North
Frederiock Street. The British in their report of this
ambush admitted casualties,

Our unit formed pFrﬁ of .the force which made the
first or_the_unsunqasarul attempta to ambush a trnoﬁ
train at Killester, and weralao took part in the
unsuccessful raid for arms (directed I thiak by Ceptain
Tom Kilcoyne of "B" Company, 2nd Battaiion} in Trinity
College. ' |

/The
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The foulr Sections of pb_.g A.5.U. took Ipa:'rt in the
burrning of tlie Custom House - Noa.l 1, 2 and 3 inside
and No. 4 nutsf!.da - on 25th May 1921. Nog. 1 apd 2 . ..-
Sections réeai*fed their instructlons from either the
Brigadler or Paddy Daly in (as raf as I remaimbar] the
Typog_rappiea;_su:_l_at_g'_s p;-qm;gas in t‘;;ardim;- Street.
Dur'inst_ructilonla were to enter the Custom House at
Beresford Place at 12,55 p.m, and go to the part of the
building faoing the Quays. The .staff of the Custom
House were to be sent to that part of’ th.a huilﬂing where
We were tu ensure that theg remained. Our main job was
to ensure that the gateways which gave access to the
Quays were kept closed ﬁntil the Custom House was on
fira”ami then to ensure that th&_y were free for the
retreat of the men engaged in the burqing. We were toid
;hgt we were to J.aave _tpea_rcusfsqm_Hqus}a only when all the
men engaged in the burning were gone. It was this
lattar instruction which was mailnly respnnaible for our
belng taken prisanara that day. ZEven as much as an
hour after the appearance of the Britiah foroes on the
scene the gateways ;e_gq;pg on to the Quaga ﬁerq still _
free and G&pt'fain_l‘_lamgan,__whn was not in command of thq
4.5.U. on that date and Miok Stephenson, a member of No.
3 Seotion, A,5.0,, left by these gataa; ‘The men |
en.gagad 1n tha burning must ﬁave bean Iiruvante:i by fire
or by some other reason frnm reaching the gates where we
wsre stationed. _ When the noise of grenades and firing
had cantinusd ﬂ’nr ﬂnm time in the front of tha building
and when it was fairly obvious to us that all the |
fighting was taking place in the front of the building
we could still, I believe, have got awa_? by tha Quays.

who
Tom Flood, however, /was 1“ command, apparently considered

/himself
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himself bound by his instructions that we were to be
;ha last to leave the building. ; have ;eason'to
believe also that he qhng;;g;edlphét in no _
| cir¢umspancas.shphld we surremler as prisoners. Tha
Black and Tans eventually appeared at the windows or
openings onjtha Qggglaidq of @hﬁ Custom House. . Owing
to the~haight above ground level of these openings
from the inside they were in a position to fire on us
without expnging.thamaqlves_while we were in a very .
poor position from ifside to do anything effective.
The staff of the Custom House were at this tlme as
much sxposed tq_tya Black and Tan's fire as we were
and when the latter had fired somafrounﬂa of
ammuni tion soms @gﬁbq; of the qﬁaff shouted "We are
staff”™. The Black and Tans then ceased fire and some
of them shouted in that the staff could come out with
their hands up. At_lgqat one member of the staff had
been badly wounded by the Black and Tan's fire from
the windows. Others (Black and Tans) shouted that
all who wished to surrender could come out ﬁith their
bands up. We left our revolvers and holsters h;hind
us under papers and rubbish and came out with the
staff. Staff and A.S.U. were thgn; we hoped,
hqpalasaly mixgd. waggqr, an Auxiliasry called for
Mr. Hogan; he, I ﬂiacq?erad aftarﬁarﬁa, was the
Departman#alﬂﬁqseaan_nf“Innomﬁ Tax pnﬁ on this
acoount his name was known to the Auxiliaries., When
Mr. Hogan gpp@ared be and an Auxiliary Tormed a |
gateway Fprnpgh’#hich qll ;hg atqtf %a:a asked to
pass through, Mr. Hogan 1dantit31ng_tham.aa they
passed. When this was going on for some time a young

/member
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member of the Staff approached ms and said that he
waq;d ke able %o get me through. | I, bowever, was
afraid to trust him or to chance getting through in
this way as if itff&ilad I wgu;d hq?e irrﬂt¥;q?akly
-commit tedd myself. Two of our men, Mick Dunne -
Section Commander of No. 1 Sau@iqq;gnQFSGan Burke

did bluff their way out. Inuiﬂsn£a113 they were two
out of, I think, only ;h;ee.whq gs?&pad from the
Clonturk ambush. When all the staff had been
Adentified .the remainder of us, about a dozen as far
as I remgmher, were searnhai aqﬂ questionsd by an
Au;iliérr. Our explanations as to how we foanﬂ
ourselves in the Custom House were not belleved and
wa1w9ru1ratain§d as priqon@;s.r‘_ﬂbﬁ Braglin who, on
being searched, was found to have one round of
ammunitian 19 his ﬂaiatéoat_pnﬁkat, was separated |
from the remainder. Of No. 2 Section, six were taken
prisoners, that is the whole Section with the
exdepticn of Tom McGrath who was still in hospital

and Eim.cahill_whn yaslabsantlin Cavan on that day

nwihg to his muthﬁr‘sfik;nqéaf“_ Tom flonﬂ was taken
prisoner, underlwhaﬁ qirqumstqncaﬁ, I don't know and
brought to Mountjoy Jail. Of No. 1 Seotion, Ned
Breslin.gn@_Juhqny Sliney were also taken and brought
to Mountjoy, while Jack Foy was brought to Arbour
Hill. Other A.S.U. men taken prisoners that day were
Jimmy Gibbons, Jiﬁmy Doyle, Paddy Brunton and Peter
Ratoliffe of No. 3 Section and Jimmy Harpur and Billy
Doyle of No. 4 Saetion. The A.S.U, men whnlwere
taken prisoners on the Quays siﬁe of the Custom House

were brought to Eden Quay and there with the men taken

J/at
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at the front of the buildings handed nve:’_- toa
military escort who loaded all. the p;'isor:[ar# on to

military lorries and brought &q_t‘o Arbour Hill.

There 1s one incident which I would like to recount
bhere. Whilﬂ waiting for the lorries to move off, I
found I haﬂ. no cigarettes and not knuwing-_ when I miéht
get an opportunity again :of gotting some asked a Britislr
soldfer if he would get ms soms, giving him a two-
shillisg plece. Te tried to got them and falled (the
shops 1}1 the vic'i_niw were clospd) a::;‘l *u;hgn he ratumﬂ
ho ineisted on my taking the few clgarettes he had of
his own and refused to take any payment for them.

Altogether about elghty I._R'h: men wa:ls taken
Priscner at the Custom House and brought to Arbour
Hfl.li whore we were detalhed abaﬁt. three wa:pks. Several
identification parades were held there and also in
Kilmainham Jail to which we werse t;aﬁsferrg@ some time
in June. qrﬂ; the Truce came into operation on 1llth,
July, considerable latitude was allowed to all the
prisonera_- and following the signing o;r the'Traat-y all
the Kilmainham prisonsrs were released on the morning
of 8th December, 1921, :

Signed: W ..

7 -

Date: 30 &, Afekl /530
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