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STATEMENT BY JOSEFH GOODS, 652/ f /%
"Roigin", Riversdale, Butterfield Avenue, Dublin.

BUREAU OF MILITARY HISTORY 7918.01
CULD STAIRE MILEATA 1973-21

THE VOLUNTEER MOVEMENT EME"?J

I enlisted in the Yolunteers at & place called the

German Gymnasium near King's Croes, London, some time sarly
in 1914, Vhen I joined, the only person I saw that I knew

mally well was Michaal'cnllins.J He was in the renks with me
the first night I joined up and the following week he wge a

Section Leader.

My first impression of Michael Collins as a man was
that he recopnised ability in a rival, and I had no doubt as
to his competence to lead. Obviously this man, Michael
Collins, meent to be in command. I had, and he knew it,
military training, and he rather ridiculed my megthods of
drilling, although he knew his own lack of knowledge in that

- matter at the time.

The Volunteer split followed wery quickly. I spent

some time in the country amd was not eble to attend all the
\ parades, but when I did return to London, I found that our

numbers haed diminished owing to the outbreak of the wap and
Redmond's propaganda at home in Ireland. A small pumber
remained and, as far as I remember, drilled at St. CGeorge's
Hall, Westminster, London. Of this ama%l number, the
greater part came to Dublin for the Risling. Amongst thoese
who attended at the drill hall wes Micheel Tierney, and even

at that time he was srmed.

I had no assocletion with the I.R.B. In fect, I did

t not know that such an organisation existed.

Our small unit in London appeared to be under the orders
- of Michael Tierney. Unlike unite of the Volunteers in Irelans

we diﬁ-hat, as Tar as I know, elect compeny officers.

(4]
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To my knowledge, even as far back as 1913, small smounts
of armz ware being smuggled into Ireland; some of these were
taken from Woolwich Arsenal. They comprised only revolvers

gnd revolver ammunition.

I should mention that I sttended Gaelic League classes
at a Branch: which had its headgquerters in WMaiden Lane. The
Gaelic League In London impressed me as beilng s purely
cultural organisetion, with no pretence whatsoever to the
application of physical force ae a means of nbtaining freedom
in Ireland.

I attended wvarious functions snd sports mestings of the
Gaelic Athletic Assoclation. This Associetion impressed ms
as having behind it, or in it, the driving force of Michsel
Colliins. He wae s participant in most of the sporis, and
he obviously had something to do with organising such sports.
The organisation of which he was a member attrached gqulte ﬁ
numher of young men, many of whom seemed to be attached to
him, I think that the G.A.A. was the driving force behind

the revolutionary spirit in the Volunteers in London.

From a military point of view, nothing of importance:
heppened during the years 1914 and 1915.

‘The first intimation I had that the Volunteers in Irelsn
m-oposetfi to take military action was implied in articles
published in a peper celled, I think, "An Claldeamh Soluis"
which was surreptitiously distribuied in the branches of the
Gaelic League. The paper espoused physical force, anl was

a source of light to me.

I knew that conscription in Bngland was imminent, and
ag I had no intention of becoming a member of any of the
British fighting forces, I decided I would come over io
Ireland, where I already had affiliastions with the A.O0.H.
(Irish American Allience). When I decided to céma to Ireland
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I returned %o London from Salisbury, where I had been working.
I went to the plaece where I had lest drilled in London, St.
George's Hall, eand learned there that s mumber of Volunteers
had already departed for:-Dublin. I decided fn follow them
and arrived in Dublin. '

The London Volunteers had no particular organisation,

meeting-place or centre in Dublin. I put up in Neary's Hotel,
77 Farnell Sireet, After about a fortnight there, a man
named Gilbert Lynch (now an organiser in the Amalgemated
Transport and Genmeral Workers' Union) came to lodge at Neary's
Hotel, A raid on the hotel was carried out by police during
his sbsence aend ammunition was found in Lynch's trunk. Mick
Collins came t0 the hotel seeking Lynch and, on seelng me,
told me to take thg$émen to Batt O'Connor. Batt O'Commor

harboured him., This happened early in February 1916.

f

THE KIMMAGE GARRISON.

Mick Collins ordered me to go to Larkfield, Kimmage.
Thie place was 4th Battalion H.Q. where they had a miniature
renge. When I arrived there I Tound 30 or 40 men, mainly
Liverpool men, occupying a derelict mill, part of some
property belonging to Count Plunkett, whose residence adjoined
the 0ld mill. These men had volunterily subscribed to sustair
and maintain themselves when they came to Ireland. I'or some
time they received no gssistence from the Volunteers or any
other kindred organisation, but they harboured and fed
volunteers from other parts of BEnglend who came without

funds to accommodate or keep them.

The number in Kimmage swelled to 64 or 84, composed of
men from Menchester, London, Liverpool énﬁ Glasgow, the
majority of whom were born in Englend. The greater number
came from Liverpool, the lesser number from Manchester. The

of ficer in charge was George PIunkett, a brother of Joe
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FPlunkett. We belraved as disciplined troope, and when not
drilling, we were engeged in meking ammunition. The
ammunition consisted of shotgun cartridges filled with large
slugs, larger than peas. We someiimes worked a 24-<hour
ghift. We also made hand-grenedes. These were made of
sections 2" x 4" long of cast~-iron downpipe with a flange
end through which a long bolt passed. 4 small hole
renstreated one of the flanges, through which the fuse wss
inserted. The fuse was of sulphur or match description,
thet ie to say, one struck it on some abrasive material
before it was £it to throw. It was estimated to be a
three-second bomb.

We had only two crude brass moulds, which turned out
ten lead pellets per mould. The brass expanded and became
- 80 hot that he handled them with gloves or, eltermatively,
plunged them into a bucket of cold water. Owing to the
metall being run so hot, the moulds became heated. The
pellets were apt to have a.ragged Tfringe of ieaﬂ; these
fringes we most carefully trimmed off lest it should be said '’
that we fired dum-—dum.

While we were engaged on this work, Michael Collins
sometimes visited the place where the munitions were beimg
made, to speak {0 Plunkett. He asggressively tried to hurry
ug and even to instruect us, but he displayed & lack of the.
most elementary knowledge of mechenics and made himself
unpopular by his eggressiveness. I was impressed by the
sense of hurry end earnestnese in Michael Collins, although
I had little sympathy with his drastic methods for getting

the work done, since he was sgbusive to us.

On the night of a pesk lozd our output would be 5,000
lead pellets. The output of hand-grenades, when we had the
materisl, would be twenty an hour. The ammunition was

distributed to Volunteer units as it was produced, sc I am
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not in a poaition to give an estimate of the total amount

that wes produced, during the entire production veriod.

The lead from which the pellets were made was bought
in scrap-yards. 3/-, 4/- and 10/~ worth was bought at a
time and wheeled through the sireets in hanﬂiﬁarrnwa.
Some times small parcels of lead were given to us by

Volunteers of the 4th Battalion.

During this period we worked on a purely voluntary

basies without sny paey whatsoever.

About s week or so prior o Baster Week 1916, FPatrick
Pearse sddressed the garrison end intimated to them that
they would be going into sction in a short time, that by a
special honour the garrison would become a Company of the
Headquarters Batialion & of the High Command Staff of the
volunteers. He slso said he had grest hopes and thal %ﬁ

would have allies, implying help from the continent.

The garrison expected acticn on Baster Sunday. Qur
kite were in order and we were confined to barracks. Nearly

all of us were armed with shotguns supplied by G.H.Q. and

5
some of ue had revolvers of our Ovi.

L
EASTER WEEK, 1916.

On Baster Sunday evening, a car arrived et Ximmage
and Denis Daly alighted. He had returned £ rom Kerry
where he hed, with Bheehan, tried to contect Cesement.
Some "GY men tried to epproach close to Daly but were
precluded from doing so by the gerrison sentries. We had
learned that the mobilisation for Sunday was canﬂ&l}ea;
gs a result, some of the gargiaon were inclined to be

insubordinate.

Wormally we rose early in Kimmage, but on Baster
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Mondey most of us were diiatnry and were lounging sbout.
There was some talk of going to Liberty Hall where,

gpparently, they meani businessa,

Some time haﬁore twelve noon we fell-in when Gecrge
Plunkett Blew his whistle. He read s dispatch saying we
were to parede at Liberty Hall. The Company broke ranks
cheerimg and ran for kits and arms withouil being formelly
dismiseed. ®We re-formed. and marched off as instructed.
On srriving et the tramline, the 64 or 84 of us, I cannot
remember which, boarded one tram, George Flunketi payling
our fares. We arrived at 0'Connell Bridge end marched
to Liberty Hall.

T pemember seeing Joe Flunkett stending with plans
in his hand outside Liberty Hall. He wes besutifully
dressed, khawing high tan leasther boote, spurs, pince~nez
and looked liks any British bress hat staff offiéer.
Connolly looked drab begide him in & bottle green thir
serge uniform. The form of dress of the two men impressec
me gs representimg two different ideas of freedom,.

Some packages or boxes were taken from Liberty Hall and
loaded on @ hired four-wheeler, which-was the total smoun
of our tramsport hefore going to the G.P.0. Then the whols
party, including some Citizen Army men, I think, proceedec
to the G.P.0,, Pearse, Connolly snd Plunkeit marching in
front, followed by the four-vheeler. The Eimmage Coye.

were in the rear. Ue went via Abbey Bt

Bn:a?rival at the G.P.0., George Plunkeitt gave the
oprder "Into linms. Left turn". This brought us into two
linee facing the main entramce to the G.F.0. I heard him
then say " 'A' Bection right turn", and 'A' Section went
to Henry St. Then he saild " 'D' Section left turn™.
This brought the section I was in facing in the directior
of 0'Connell, Bridge. I heard George say: " *B' and 'C°
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Bbctinns; cherge". He had nearly lost his voice by this time.

Peadar Bracken wes in charge of my section end we rano
towarde 0'Connell Bridge. Eracken placed three man on
0'Connell Bridge faclmg the G.P.0. with orders {0 allow mone
of the enemy %0 cross the bridge. There was a great deal of
noise from the G.P.0. direction. The orders %o smash all
glass, as per lectures in street fighting, fo avoid flying
splinters, were being carried out and there wes a cons iderable

amount of smashing.

Within twenty mimmtes of the tsking of the G.P.O. a
pariy of Lancé}ﬂ approached 0'Connell Bridge from the North
Wall direction. A second party of Lancers followed, and this
party appeared to be escorting ammunition. Three Volunteers
were ©tending holding 0'Connell Bridge during this time. They
were:— Arthur Agnew of Liverpool, Paddy Moran of Glesgow and
myself, There was some Jjeering at us and a woman gaid: "Here
come the Lancers, now you'll see them run". The three
Volunteers had loaded shotguns and stayed at their posts.

The Lancers passpd within a few feet of them, proceeding in

the dirsction of the Four Couris.

Peadar Bracken took possession of a house, Kelly's the
gunsmi ths, now Kepp & Fetersen's, end then withdrew the
Volunteers from the Bridge. I saw Seamus Robinson and his
party break into Hopkins & Hopkins pvefore I was ordered by

Teadar Bracken to go into Kelly's shop.

Unii.il Wednesday, our outpost was not attacked. dAbout
midday un‘ﬁeﬁneaﬂa& Bracken opened fire on soldiers in D'0lie
§t. The enemy vere epparently sbout to mount a gun in D'0Olie
S+, because they were trying to 1lift the stones, Some time
lgpter our position was shellad with what seemed to be a 4.7.
There was some firing at us also with wvhat seemed to be &

pom=pom. Then they fired ¥racers. I -aasuned they were
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tracers heceuse when they struck the wall behind us they

exploded. We could get no signal from our other outpost
in Hopkins & Hopkins-and we esssumed they hed retired from
there. I considsred the position untenable. Dracken sald
he would not retire without orders end consented to my
maiing en attempt to contact headguarters. This I did and

received orders for the outpost to fall hack.

At dusk on Wednesdey evening we evacuated our position
gnd retired to the G.P.O. I wae posted by Oscar Trayncr
on the first floor of the Metropole Hotel, later to the
top floor where there were sbout 12 young lads. Some of
these were not Fiasmna hoys or Volunteers but were civilians
who had asked to join in the fight. The young lade were
rather depressed; long gazing at burning buijdings caused
them to moan whilst they slept. They responded gquickly
vhen T made them est something and sing a few songs. They
had forgotien to'eat. 'Aftar they had teken a meal they

were as good as I thought veterans should be.

Some hours later I t0ld Oscar Traynor that the top
floor of our building waa on fire. He said he rad known it
for somg time. The wind was in the right direction;
therefore the young lads were not aware of the fire. The
Metropole became untenable; as in most cases the buildings
which the enemy fired burned from the top downwards. Thie
‘ was slsoc the case in the G.P.0. We retired into the G.F.0C.
when the building was almost, completely on fire, crossing
Prince's Street at a run because this sireet was under

machine gunfire.

I learned later that one of our perty waes hit by a
tracer or bullet which exploded a haversack of cartridges
which he carried. He died two days lster from loss of blood

This man was not a member of the Volunteers or en Irishman,
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but a revolutionary who had asked if he might jeoin in.
1T hed met him as far back as 1913 in Hyde Park, London, when
he was speaking in favour of the I.W.W, (International World

workers) I have mever found ouft his name.

when I entered the G.P.0. the garrison seemod to my

mind unduly optimistic, Those who had been in the G.F.0.
during the whole period had settled down and some of them
had formed their own messesa, Desmond Fitzgerald was in
charge of the commissariat and the canteen. e served up
meagre rations, saying that he had supplies only for ten
days or thereebouts. Perhaps beceuse during 1915 I had |
spent nearly e year in a military artillery camp in Selisbur;

Plain I was bemused by the general asttitude of securiiye.

Padraig Pearse was on the ground floor and was very
approachable, Volunteers gpocke to him directly. I was
ordered by Liasm Daly to repair telephone wires on the roof
of the G.P.0. Denis Dely was on observation duty under a
tarpaulin which he had for head cover. He had spent & long
time there, I believe. I.felt very naked repairing the wire
I csme down from the roof through the instirument room and I
saw Mick Collins, who was in charge of thls rooml. I had’
gsesn him on the previous Tuesday. He wae then on the ground
floor. The instrument room was secure, Raving mo wind ows
looking out on the street. It was herdly a dar_lggroua post
and Mick did not seem pleased. He gave ne the Impression
that he was in a post thet was too minor for a man of his
temperament. It was probably the mext dsy that the G.P.C.
went on fire. AL first the guards were withdrawn from the
ground floor windows end an attempt was made to erect anothe
barricade further back pear the courtysrd, but this wﬁﬁ'
ebandoned, By thie time the fire had spread 10 tl.m first
floor. Mick Collins was trying %0 put it out with e hosepily

but there was a poor water supply and in his attempt to put
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out the fire his breeches were burmed. The enemy sppeared
to have closed in, but there were bursts of machine gum fire
tirough the first floor windows and the enipers found some

targats.

There were some high-spirited men rumning the gauntlet
on the firet floor, retrieving a large supply of cigareites
and tobacco. The garrison fell-in in the courtiyard. A partiy
was detailed to take cur rather dangerous hand-grenasdes down
tc the bagement. Some of the these were mere round tins filled
with shrapnel. This Jjob was carried out calmly, aelthough some
sparks were falling down the lift-shaft imto the basement.
One man, seeing the danger, lefi his hand-grenades on the
etairs and did not complete his Journey.

Our wounded were evacuated through the buildings and into
Jervie §t. Hoepitel, I believe. We then proceeded to leave
the G.P.0. Pearse stood at the Henry 8t. exit with what
appeared to be plans in his hand. There was some delay and
there was aamathiﬁg of a press behind him. The bullding was |
now well alight down to the ground floor. Thers was something
of a crush, but no panic. During this time a couple of shot-
guns were accidentally discharged and & couple of men were

wounded.

The gerrison crosaed Henry St. into Mocre Lane. There
was -no considerasble firing down Henry St. I helped carry a
wounded man end entered Moore Lane at the rear of the main part
About half way up lioore Lane, whicﬁ is L=-shaped, there was &
snall whiteweshed house. A8 our men were passing this house
there was fire from 5 to 10 rifles, some of them Howth rifles,
1 asssumed, because the explosions wers very loud. This house
wae held by our, own men, but they did not know who were
approaching and thought we were the British. There were sghoute
of "You mre firing on your own men™ from our perty, but the
firing persisted. I saw one or two men fell while trying to

pass the house. Our sdvance was halted.
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James Connolly wae being carried along on a stretcher.
He wes left down in the middle of the road and shouted out
what seemed to be orders. Hame;vbluntears attempidd to bresk
down a large deoor with their rifle butis, but in doing so
ghot three or four men who were behind them. Apparenily the
pafety catches were off; they had been shaken off. Eventually
a small man named John O'Connor (Blimey) persuaded some of -
the men to 1lift him and put him through s small window, after
which he opened the door from inside. The Volunteers were
pressed into & small narrow apace, end there wes some
confusion. I took it on myself to approach Peerse and suggest
td him that s rearguard be placed at the bottom of Moore Lane,
facing the G.P.0. Having agreed to my suggestiom 1t was
carried out.

" our militery priscmers whom we hed captured during the
week appeasred terrified, ms was only natural in the confusion.
I suggested to O'Rshilly that they be let go and feke their
chance of escaping. It locked to me as if we were trapped.
0'Rahilly misunderstood me at first, thinking I wented 10
exploit the prisoners in some way and he almost struck me.

Then he saw my point and apologised.

We put the Volunteer whom we had been carrying on a
stretcher inside the doorway of Hamilton Long's, the chamia%a.
When I came out I haaéﬁ O0'Rahilly celling for twenty men with
bayonets to make a charge. There was not a very prompt
response to his call, which seemed reasoneble to me, because
what or whom he was going to charge was not clear, unless he
intended charging the white house, and that seemed daft.

I thought perhaps I could find s hand-gremade to throw info
the white ﬂﬂuﬂe, although there wae little doubt in my mind
as to who 6¢ﬂupied it. I asked Padraig Pearse, I think, wher¢
I could get a hand-grenade and umderstood him to say that the

rearguard had them. I approached the Henry St. entrance and
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asked one of the guerd there where I could get a gremade.

He' juﬂt 'p'ﬂintﬂd to the G.¥.0.

0'Rehilly shouted “Are you Erishmen that you won't
charge?" and the men stepped forward more prompulye Bayonets
‘were mot munerous emongst us. I moticed one men who stepped
forward f‘nr the cherge and he was armed with a sholgum and
a baeyomet made of 1" x 3/16th" bessemer sisel, whi ¢h héﬂ
been made in Kimmage. & mumber of these bayCnets had been
made in Kimmage, bus they would have bent agains$ three-ply
wood. Appardntly D‘Rahilly-got his party. I did not notlce
whai way they went, but I hesrd a rush of feet in Moore 38%.,
then & buret of fire for a short period and the rush was ove.
Apparently O'Rehilly had left kioore Yane, proceeded up Henry
and charged down Moore S8t. By this time the firing from the
white house had ceased. Michael Collins was helping to form
a barricade scross & small laneway opposite the white rouse,

down which apperently the milliary were firing.

We were now able to proceed, stooping, past the white
house in reletive safety $o the top of Moore Lane. Most of
the doors in Moore Lane were shut and the Volunteers
attempted to break in. In doing so, they fired through the
lock of one door, killing e girl and wounding her father in
the chest. The Volunteers were unewere of who werse behind

the door.

By this time we had approximately 18 to 20 vounded mens
Nearly al} of these men were carried into the first houge.
We were considerably compressed in the small houee, having
not yet broken through into the other houses. Jameg Connoll
was carried up a narrow etaircese. The staircase was 80
narrow that it was impossible to take him up the stalirs unti
four strong men lifted him horizontelly at extended arﬁs

length over the banister rail. ®While this was being done
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the stretcher was somefimss at an acute angle, but James
Connolly made no attempt to clutch the sides or pass a
remark, He made one remark to one of his cerriers, "Heavy

load, mate", recognising an EBnglish accent.

We all knew that our position was now very vulnerable.
As far es possible, no lights, or very few, were lighted.
Fires for cooking were used with great discretion, beceause

the heavy smoke from them drew snipers' fire.

‘Headquerters ataff, consisting of Padraig Pearse,
Plunke tt, James Connolly, but not Tom Clarke, passed the
nighé in one room. Jamee Connolly lay on a bed and was
conscious the whole time. Whenever I saw him he eppesasred
to be chatting quietly with the others. In the same rocom
a8 Qonnolly was a wounded British soldier, a Dublim Fusilier
He was wounded in the groin, was delirious and was calling
on Connolly, that is to say, he said "Jim Connolly, Jim
Connolly" seversl times. I thought it somewhat peculiar
that a privaie soldier was borne with in the same room as

the headquartera staff,

Most of the men by this time were utterly tired,
exhaus ted and apparently despondent. A large mumber im the
more or less darkened rooms were saying their rcsaries.
During thie period I noticed onse other small party of young
men. I had heard some talk of their being part of a bayonet
charge that was impending. These young men I found

discussing the hereafter somewhat academically.

Except for cups of tes arnd a few biscuits, the head-
quarters staf'f got no food during this perlod. Water was
hard "to procure -~ at least in my vieinity - bacausa there
was & tap in the yardway and one ran the danger of being

sniped in attempting to get water.
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During this time asnother men nemed O'Carroll end myselrl
gave all the assistence we could %0 the wounded. The civilian
who had been wounded was approached by McDermott wherm 1t was
found that we were responsible for the death of his daughter
and his wounding. I think it was McDermoit who told him that
if he thought there was any careleesness or recklessness in
what hed befallen him he, McDermoii, would endeavour to bring
the culprits before him. The man sald he was guite satisfied
that it was all an accident, that he wes opening the door

when the Volunteers were trying to gain eniry into the houee.

Some time in the early morning a party of civilians
were leaving Moore St. I undersiood that the enemy had
consented to the evacuation of women only. This party of
civiliens wae led by a man uarny{ng an improvieed flag of
truce. I heard this order shouted by the eneny: "Females

advance end males stand". Then there wae a buret of firse.

Fith the exception of perhape one man there appeared
no aggressive leadership. This man wae Sean McLaughlin who
wap dressed in Fianna boy's uniform. I would say he was abou
21 years of ege, but looked younger. He approached end spoke
frequently to the headquarters ataff. Al one time he propose
a plan to them whereby he could release the stores out of a
gshop. These stores, I understood, consisted. of turpentins
and other combustible liguids. His plan was to run these
liguids across the pavement and intb the street, to ignite
them if and when the wind was favourable, and to charge
through the fire and attempt to get 1o Williams & Woods.
It eppeared to me that headquarters staff were deliberating
on thie plan, because he came back on more than ons occaslon
asking for their consent. I noticed then that Sean Mchaughli
wore on his tunic shirt yellow stripes. I had the impressior
they were James Connolly's. TWhen I first saw MeLeughlin

he had no such stripes, but on the second occasion I saw him
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he wes wearing them., They were of good guality and obviously
only recently attached. He entered and freely discussed his
plans with the members of the steff snd sesmed to have
authority by their mutusl consept. Jog Plunkett sat at the

foot of Connolly's bed,

I remember a women leaving the building on some.message
and I remember a reference {0 s message which she brought

back which siated that Connolly's person would be handed@ over,

I was sent from the room to get Tom Clarke. He was
standing alone at & window some few houses away. He came
into the headquarters ataff room. I did not heer the
conversation which followed, but I knew they ware discussing
the surrender as I heard sufficient of the latter, which was

read out openly, to know what terms were being sought.

McLaughlin was made aware of the British terms of
surrender. Hs demurred when he heard the terms, and asked
that the honours of war be given us. I do not know whether
this was incorporated in the reply to the British, but it
cceurred to me afferwards that it was greet foresight,
because we might have la;t Moore Sts and the other gerrisons
wlth our hendse above cur heads Insteed of,.a28 we eventually
did, in militery formeiion carrying our arms. Apparently

the surrender wee agreed upon.

I pointed out{ to Joe Plunkett that meny of us might
have acguired things or property mot our own during that week;
I suggested that he suthorise me to tell the men to leave
behind them things of value that they might have acquired,
lest it be thought we had been looting.

Connolly waee taken from the building by four Volunteers.,
These Volunteers were wasﬁaﬂ, shaved and polished as if for
& parade. Before Connolly left the building, I was sent for

a barber, but I could not locate ore st the time. JTames
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Connolly then sat up in the bel, lise Kearnsey held a small
hard-mirror leaning across his hpdy and Ire shaved himeelf
with a cut-thrcat: razor. He was then taken awey by the
Volunteers, Joe Plunketi was sitting on Conmolly's 'bs;i and

I observed he had lost{ one spur. I pointed this out to him,,
but he took the other spur off and kicked it :tlnder the ed.
Miss Kearmey said, speaking of James Connolly: "This is bad;
it will break his heart. He hes worked hard for this all his
life", Then she said: "The Kimmage lade ~ whet will happen
to them?". Joe said facetiouely: "The doctprs tell me I

have only six monthe to live'.

Some short time later I saw Joe Flunkett stending at
gbout the centre of Moore St. His Dack was turned to the
military barricade in Pernell St. and he was holding a white
gheet - & flag of truce - on a pole. dJos saw me waitching
him from the dcorway and beckoned me to him. I went out
on the street to him, otherwise he was alone on the street.
Joe sent me to the military berricade with some messages.

I think 1t was then I pointed out to Joe that we had found

it difficult to evacuate our woumded because of snipers' fire.
However, I went down to the barricade at the bottom of Moore
Street at Parnell St. Eventuslly the officer there, efter
staring at me for a long time, crossed the karricade., I

thenr s8aluted him and he reiurned my salute. I %o0ld him of
the difficulty we Irad in trying to get our wounded evacuated
from the house end asked him to do something about 1it. This

he said he would do.

I returned to Joe Plunkett hearing messages from the
officers Our wourded were brought out onto Moore S5t. I
did not know what provision, if any, was made for them.

I asked Joe again and he senl me tack down to the barricade

to ask the officer what provision would be made for our

F

*



[ 13

17.

wounded. The officer treated me very churlishly and
childishly. I quickened his interest by telling him that
a number of his own comrades were wounded too. He them

foolisahly asked me who had shot them.

Sean Mchaughlin fell-in all the Volunteers in Moore S5't.
end proceeded to read a paper which referred to the terms of

surrerder. KHe concluded his address to the men by saying:

i

"The officers will fall-in st the rear", which they did.
Then he eaid: "The men will be allowed to proceed home'.
There was a small cheer, but Sean McLeughlin corrected what
he had read and said: "The men will lay dnwﬁ their arms in
0'Connell 8t." I remember that he most carefully ordered
that the rifle magazines be unloaded.

I came gt the reer of the pariy since I stayed behind
10 spesk to the wounded, and followed them into Henry St.
via Moore Lane. 4 flag was still flying on the G.F.0. The
Volunteere fell-in in two lines in Cront of Findlater's,
extending down to about the Gresham Hotel. I would say that
in all there were about 120 there. They had stiepped forward
and deposited their arms juet as I arrived. The Voluntesers
vere covered by men with fixed bayonets, and esach Volunteer
was covered from the resr. Some of the British officers
etepped forward and began to meddle with end inspect the

armgé we had deposgsited. I coneidered them rather

~undisciplined to behave like this in the presence of senior

officers and to have much more freedom than I thought proper.

_Majnr Genersl Lowe was present, He passed along the ranks

of the Volunteers and addressed me, saying: "Whet is your
name?" T answered somewhet flippantly: "Goods". He
gpparently thought this was & quﬂ. I noticed his
indignatlon end sald "“G—o-o~d, Good", whereuporn he said:
"Come on, you're not deed yet". I fnawared this by saying:

"No be=--~- fear, I'm not". He attempted to strike me with
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his riding cens across the lega and I Jjumped in the air,
miseing the cane, whereupon there was a scream of laughter
from some British officers who were standing at the enftrance
to the Gresham Hotel. Lowe then completely lost his heed
and shouted: “"Go in, the whole b----- lot of you", whereupon
they fled like sheep.

I should have mentioned previously, during my account
of Moore St., that G.H.Q. staff were epproached by J.J.Walsh
who suggested trying to re-ocoupy the G.P.0., as by that time
the fire had burned ocut. During this time in HMoore Bt.
ichael Collins wes very aggressive end ill-humoured. Some
men hed built a barricade at the top of Moore Lane, end when
they looked for his approval he said, "So-and-so your
berricade". I was resting on the stairs at one period with
my head in my hends end Mick seid angrily %0 me: "Are you
——————= praying too".

On the two occasions I went to the military barrlcade
I saw 0'Rahilly. He was lying near where the plaque is now
erected. I could not mistake him because of his waxed
moustaches, end I looked at him closely. |

To go back to O'Conmell 8t. after the surrender, 1t
would be only fair to say how harsh treatment arose. The bes
bearing and behaviour of the Volunteers was that of men who
had done something laudeble and, as thelr behaviour had been
chivalrous, they exp%cted that military etiquette would be
GLSBrde by the enemy. The British soldiers - officers amd
men - were obviously irritated and puzzled by the Volunteers.
They were shocked at the small numbers that surrendered and
at the variety and erudity of their arms. They regarded the
Volunteers as shameless, impertineni traitors, and said ao.
The following incident illustrates this: A British sergeant
saiﬂ to one of the Fianna boya: "Look at this that you fired

and held up for inspection a Howth rifle bullet. It was
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soft-mosed, fully half an inch in diameter, end waes wedged
in the cartridge cese with peper. "A dum-dum" the sergeant
said. "Well, you wouldn't let us get the right stuff”, the
Fianna boy answered reproschfully end some of the Volunisers
laughed aloud. !

While we were standing in O'Connell St. asnother pariy
of Volunteers came from the direction of 0'Connell Bridge
end halted on the opposite side of 0'Connell St. Someone
said that they were Daly's men. As they marched down the
stpreet many of them were smoking, end even when they had
halted and deposited their srms they continued to smoke.
There were repeated orders by the British to cesse smoking,
but epparently at that stage the Volunteers would ieke ordere

only from their own officers.

TWe were all marched then to the small green in front of
the Rotunde Hospitel and forced Back until we were closely

packed. Eventually we managed to squeeze down into a sitting

. posture. Those near the margin of the grases plot were

threatensd with rifle butis when they stretched their feet
out on the pathway. Am enemy mrficer, nne-uf cur previous
prisomers whom we hed allowed to, depert, welked around tire
Volunteers, seying: "I know this one end that one". "Nonkey
face", "Beast face™, MApe face", were some of the expressioens
he used, Gerrett HMcAuliffer said to him: "You are no bloody
Adonis" and that put a stop to the annmoyance. It was this
gsame officer who remarked on Sean McDermoit's lamanasa.p It
was impossible torelieve ourselves in any wey until mbrning,
we were so cloeely packed. When we did gel to our feet im

the morning, & clowd of steam arose in the elr.

From the Rotunda we marched along 0'Connell Streetb.
A sollitery fireman was :.mrking naar Kelly's cormer and he saic
out loud: "I'm with you boys"s That was the first word of

approval I had heard from Dubliners that week. AS wo procee:

Al
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through High Street, near St. Audoen's Church, crowds of
women were in the side streets and they shouted "Bayonet them!,

but they were kept back by the British soldiers.

We reached Richmond Barracks and were halted on the
Bquare. We were there about an hour and a half, I would say.
Men began collepsing in the renks. Had we been left there.
another half hour few of us, I think, would have been left
standing. One of the first to collapse was Joe Flunkett.
Two British soldiers lifted him by the shoulders and dragged

him on to the footpath.

A party of British soldiers - Irishmen of an Irish
Regiment - rushed towerds us shoutin:g, and wnuid have attacked
us only they were helted by our guards.

Since the surrender, the private soldlers and N.C.0s.
behaved correctly towards us. After a considereble number
of Volunteers had collapeed, a Bnlﬂi:ar came along with a
bucket of water. Bome lof the Volunieers gave him things from
their pockets, money and personal belongings, such as rings &c.
This mmde tha'aolﬂiar “echoosey" and he gave water only where
there were of?aringa. #t struck me that the Volunteers gave
their helongi%ga in gra%ituﬂe and because they thought they

] 3
would have nn\furthur use for them.

Evﬂntualgy wa were marched into the gymnasium. As we
entered we were observed closely by a oumber of "G" men, and
our fj.ngaxhpri:nts were taken, Later, these detectives welked
amongst uws as 'rve sat on the gym. floor and picked out the men
they wanted, including Jack end George Flunkett. I wae sharing
Michael Collinb's overcoat. The floor waé hard. A British
gergeant said to Michael Collins: "What has you here, Collins?"

and Mick replied: "England's difficuliy"”. There was & long
pause then,

That night we were'marched to the boat, but before our

F
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departure, we were given iron rations. A halt was made at
n'G::mnell Bridge., I was with a group of Volunieer officers -
Ned Morkan, Seamus Murphy, Harry ¥icholls, W.R. O'Reilly and
others. Our Coy. Officers compared most favourably with any
British officers 1 had seen. They were not at all
dishear'tened. 1 made some cynical remerk to Ned. Horkan
and he replied: "If they let you live six months you will

ses the reaction'.

The boat which we boarded wes near Libertiy Hall,. We
were taken down into the hold of a cattle beat. On our
journey one Volunteer remarked: "If they choose {0 have an
accident mow end say an enemy torpedo struck us, it will
golve their problem", Perhaps mezwas right, becausse the
personnel of what was afterwards to become G.H.Q. I.R.A.
were aboard that boat - that is to say, Micheel Collins,
Dick Muleshy, Gearoid 0'Sullivan, etc.

When the boat reached England our paerty was divided.
gome were sent to Stafferd and the party 1 was wvith were

sent to Enuteford.

KNUTSFORD PRISON.

We spent two months in Knutsford at first in solitary
confinement., Knutaford at that time was a militeary prisom
and our warders were soldiers. With one exception, our
keepers behaved correctly, but this man, a sergeant, was a
sadist and struck Volunteers 1f they t alked to each other.
‘after nine weeks or so there was a sudden change in the
treatment we received., We were allowed smoke, receive:
parcels, spesk freely io each other, and it was obvious that
our jailers had been ims tructed to treat us gently. I may
gay here it wes my first cbservance of the tactics peculiar,
apparently, %o Irish prisoners or Irishmen, for when they

were given an inch they took the proverbial ell.



Alfie Byrne, then an H.P.,'cama to Enutsford and
distributed cigarettes. £t first the Voluntesrs nearly
attacked him, bui something he said pacified them. He said
something to the effect that he had condemned in parliament

the executions in Ireland.

Hany of the Volunieers said that mext time they would
not surrender. This frightened ms. For my part, I was glad
to get away with a whole skin.

]

FRONGOCH PRISON CAKNE.

+

Bventually we were sent to Frongoch. At Tirst we were

well treated, given s good deal of liberiy and sometimes

, taken on route marches.

A British-appointed commission to determine the ceuse
of the Rising wes sitting in VWormwood Bcrubbs, Lomion, end
the Volunteers were brought in betches from the Camp. Every
errcouragement was given to the Volunteers at the inguiry to
declare that they hed no previous knowledge of the Rising,
and were more or lese mieled, or so it appeared to myself
end others. The Comuission was obviously trying to fim
evidence of "German gold" or, alternatively, thet the
Volunteers were lsd in ignorance into the Rising by their
leaders. 8Some of the Volunteers interviewed at the inguiry
were members of the Kimmage pgarrisorr who were lisble for
conscripiion since they had normallly resided in Bngland,
Pive of these men were identified snd handed over %o the
militery authorities in London. They did not return to
Frongoch. All the Kimmage garrisom, including ilichael
Collins, were liamble for consceription. The British
gauihorities were aware that a number of such waented men were

in Frongoch.

It wes decided in Frongoch that no men would answer
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to his name if cslled by the suthorities. WwWhat I believe
was the first small cleawvage began over that lssue. During
the whole pericd in Frongoch the Citizen Army sank thelir
identity ae s separate military body and hed mo special
billets, officers or leaders. They accepted leadership from
the Volunteers. A number of Fiamma lesders, CGarry Holohan,
his brother, end Barney Mellows did not appear to agree with
the instructions not to snswer memes. I wes im a 'hut' im
the North Cemp when the doors were suddenly closed anid the
soldiers of a kllted regiment with fixed bayonets entered
the ' hut. Aan officer proceeded {0 road out nemes, ard
Holohan and other Fiannas boye answered their meames. The
majority of the men in that hut remsined silent whem their
nemes were calleds Those of us who did not answer — about
300 in all, I think — were marched to the lower Cemp, the
distillery, where we went on hunger-strike., After three or
four dayse we were allowed to rajﬁin our comrades in the
other Camp. Eventually the whole party of Volunteers were
taken to the o0ld distillery.

The prisoners ?n Frongoch wers oriéinally divided into
two sections, one section were housed in huts, the other
section in the distillery. Bremnan-Fhitmore was in cherge
of The distillery in the early stages of our occupation,
and he was very anxious that the Volunteers be recognised
as prisoners of war. He instituied a procedure whersby
Volunteers were punished: by their own officers for what he
regarded as bresches of disclipline by being confined 0 cells
However,well-intentioned this was, it lmd & most depressing
effect on the Volunteers occupying that portion of the camp,
Fortunately, Brennan—ﬁﬁixmara was released early, and the
rules he had drawn up were cnmplateiy ignored. Eventually
those who remeined 1£ tire camp (there had been mumerous
releases and our mumbers were now reduced to hetween eight

humired end a thousand} were housed or billeted in the old
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distillery. All courtesies to the British were omitted.
It was the practice for the British Commending Officer to
address us at the morning parasde end say "Good morning,
men, Hats off"., The main body were not long in the
distillery before we refused to pay him such courtesies or

eanawer him; we just ignored him.

One incident a;oae out of our declining to anawer
nemes end sddresaes, for by refusing to expoge our perscnel
ldentities, we recelved mo parcels and no messages from
home whatao;ver. Thie was a great secrifice, for nearly

40%, I discovered, were married men.

A story wae started in the lower camp - By whom I
cannot say — that the surrender in Moore St. was brought
about by menbers of the Kimmage garrison prevailing upon
G.H.Q; to surrender. This story came to my ears. I told
Mick Colline that I would ask my comrades of the Kimmage
garrison to surrender to the British. Mick acted at once.
He called all the Volunteers together in the dining-hall
and addressed them, but before doing so he said to me:
"Joe, if you do this thing you will shame ues for ever.

I beg éuu not to do it"., He then addressed all the
Volunteers in the dining-hall. A% that time there were
Volunteers there from every part of Ireland, msny from the
Gaeltacht, and they had not yet become femiliar with each
other; therefore, this story about Hoore St. might have
been believed and might have weakened our solidarity if
allowed {0 go unchecked. For the first time I saw the
leadership of Michael Collins. He addressed all the
Volunteers, pointing out that we of the Kimmage gsrrison
had our share, or more, of cassuelties, end that 1t was
unthinkable that the Volunieers would surrender their
comrades. He was cheered and that put a stop to the
intrigue which, I asssume, was reeslly aimed et taking the
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natural leadership from those who haed it, that is, Dick
Mulecghy, Michael Collins aend Gearoid O'Sullivan. There was
no attempt, so far as I can remember, to appoint theae men
as leaders; they led hy their naturel gifts and ebility
which instilled confidence in their followers.

The following incident is worthy of note: A member of
the Irish Citi2en Army, affectiomately known as "Blackguard"
Daly, showed exlraordinery loyalty during our close
imprisonment when he was infomed that his wife had died,
lesving a mamber of young children. This man, ean ex-British
army privaete soldier, hed served the greater part of his 1life
in India, snd slthough encouraged by Mick Collins %0 assert
his identity and teke the privilege of returning to Dublin, b
deelined %o do so. He said in case he might weeken us in -

any way he would not do it and so he remained in the camp.

X1l the prisoners were informed that they would be
released on 22nd or £3rd December 1916, All was ready end
the train was walting, when they were asked to give their
memes that they might have tickets isaqﬁd Tor thelr return
jourﬁa&. 411 refused to give their names and asddresses.
The tickets, therefore, were handed over en bloc and were

distributed amonzet the men.

During the period in which the Velunieers in Frongoch
were united in their determination to protect ithe Kimmage
gaf;isen from the British the camp worked smoothly., The
leaders who ran the camp seemed to tske their cue frop
Michael Collins. Mick's aim was to give the authoriities all
the annoyance possible, He took every opportunity to seduce
and bribe our guards. The militery guards were replaced Dy
men from esnother regiment or unit. The British commanding
officer of the camp addressed these men and told them that
the previous guards had been corrupted by the prisoners, but

the new men, or some of them, made inguiries at once as to
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who the bloke was who was giving out the bribes.

Ocecasionally Volunteere were teken under guard to the
local town for dental treatment, and carefully prepared
propagania was smuggled out of the camp. iMuch was made of the
confined sleeping space. and the area in cubic feet allolted
to each mam wae minimised, elthough it was a fact that on the
whole the Volunteers! health was good. & military doctor sald
the cemp wae unique in his experience, for amongst 1,800 men
he had no case of venereal disease. One of our facetious
comrades s*ai& wer could not be amr army under those circumstancer
and said that the situation was redeemed, but I have no

evidence of this.

The continued annoyance and publicity of our alleged
insanitery guariers caused the camp doctor, who was & civilian
to cormit suicide. The camp commandant peraded us and
upbraided us for this man's death. He mearly precipitated
a riot thereby, hecause the Volunteers broke rarks ard some of
them spproached kim end swore at hime From that dey forward
he never addressed us and we discbeyed every order %o parade,
I think the instigator of most of this anmoyance was Michael
Collins; he was in hie element meking war on something. He
wes comspicuous in ell the tussles with our warders, but he

wag never disliked by them.

During our stay in Frongoch we were not conscious of
our leaders. They, ises., Dick Mulecehy, Gearold O'Sullivem
and Michael Collins, did not form a clique, but played end
worked with all.

T was born in London and I think I can be forgivem for
saylng that the men in Erongoch were & band of brothers. I
was dependent on the loyalty and self-sacrifice of these men

snd I wes never, but once, made conscious of ift.

The six or eight Kimmage gerrison men who had been taken
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from uws were handed over to the British. All of them,
ineluding the two Numnam brothers, two King brothers and Paddy
0'Donoghue, were evantually discharged from the British army
as being persons not lilkely to give loyal and faithful service
to His Hajesty, because they would not wear the British
uniform, and when thus dreseed they stripped themselves to

their undserwear.

INTEENERES EZTURW TO DUBLIN.

The ex-internees from Frongoch arrived at the North Wall

Dublin. There were few people to meet us, because the
guthorities had concealed the time and place of our arrival.

I doubt in any cﬁse vhe thver man& Dubliners would have met us
at that stapge, but from the time of our return a change was
taking place in Dublin. O'Connell St., which was then a place
vhere one could walk with freedom, wes being paraded by
numbers of young men. Normally they would have rembled a%uut,
I assume, for they were ordinary respectable young Dublin men,
but now they appeared 4o march. They kqpt step, and on
gresting each other, gave an indifferent militsry salute.

DUBLIN BRIGADE RE-CRGANISED, 1917.

Early in 1917, the Dublin Brigsde of the Irish Volunieers
was re-organised. I became-a member of "C" Coy. 2nd Battalion.
Dick McKee was Officer Commanding the Battaliom; one of the two
brothers Meldon was Ceptain of "C" Coy., the other brother
being Liauteﬁant; Our headquarters was in Gloucester S5it.

During this period also the Fianpna were sttempting to re-organi

The firet orders we recelved were rether ambiguous.
We were ordered to raid for arms, but were told that‘we were
not to fire on ihe police. On one occesion myself and Tommy
Kearns, Baving successfully reided a house for arms, had 40
hide round corrners from policemen, with arms in our hands.

A good desl of reiding was carried out during the early period,

-
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and, as far as I know, nmo shooting incident resulted.

OF FPIGS.

The firet serious event in the obstruction of British
administratior on the part of my Wattelion was the selzure
of pigs vhich were being taken to the North Tiall for export.
We toock these plgs tn. the Corporation sbatioir where they
were slasughtered by Volunteers who were competent to carry
out the job. Afterwards the pigs were brought to a becom
curer, I think O'Dwyer, but, as he had purchased the carcasses
of the pigs with the consent of the owners, the police could
not interveme in the matter. Something of a parade was made

in teking the lorries of pige to the curer.

PRISONERS DEPENDANTS' FUND.

I 1917, Hichael Colkins was secretary of the Prisoners’
Dependants' Fund. This Fond was necessary because a large
numbrer of Volunteers were victimised by iheir employers. Omne
outstending case was that of ihe National Universiiy whers
Harry Welpole was discherged by the then President of the
University. Aas ';E‘ar as I know, no student attemding the

university seemed to be aware of, or commented on, the matier.

MANSION HOUSE MEETING.

I cannot remember the date of e meeting which wes held
in the Maension House to form a political party. On the
platform were Count rlunkettr:, Gavan Duffy and Arthur Griffiih.
Almost from the momert that the meeting opened, antagonism
to Griffith was shown by Count Plunkett. Gaven Duffy,
exquisitely dressed, was in the middle trying to do the
mediator, but such was Count Plunkett's epparent anger that
g serious disi{urbasnce arose on the platform. I think everyont
at the meeting expected that those on the platform would be
utierly divided. Fortunstely, an incidént arose which

prevented this. The reporters present et the meeting,
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realising that this was news, jumped to their feet to take
notes of the procéaﬂings. The Volunteers in the hall,
thinking the reportsers were G-men, snatched at their notebooks
and were inclined to treat the Pressmen roughly. Eventuslly
it wae realised that threse men were reporters, and those om
the platform seemed to get & sense of responsibility,
quelled their anger and resumed their discussion. But for
the fortunste mistake made with regard to the reporters,
Count Plunkett would have precipitated a split. Griffith
was regarded es a pacifist at that time, end Count Flunketth
wag obviously out of patiende with him from the moment he

aaw him on the same platform,

THE TONGFORD ELECTION.

There were, I believe, two elections during 1817, one
in which Count Plunketi won the first sgat; but, strange to
Bay, it was the eleciion in Longford, where the seat was won
by Joe McGuinness, to which the Volunieers were called to
give comsidersble support. They responded with enthusiasi, -
During this election cempaign a rumber né Volunteers cycled
%o Eest Longford. The first sign that the K.I.C. might be
affected by the national resurgence was when I sew R.I.C. men

drinking and 'culloguing' with the Volunteers.

The elsction in Longford: was won by the Sinn Fein
nominee by less than one hundred votes. Ihis' vietory can be
attributed to Joe lMcGrath's genius for mathematics, because
Joe demanded a re-count, end, although everybody there could
heve sworn that the Irish Parliamentary Periy's nominee had
a numerical victory, on the re-count Joe demons trated- that ihe

Sinn Fein candidate was the victor.
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DE VALERA'S FIRST PUBLIC SFEECH ON RELEASE
FROM FPRISON. -

I canmot remember 4he date that de Valera was released,
but I vividly remember his first speech in 0'Connell Street.
For the first time I heard a person publicly state that he
would not be satiéfied wilh less than a republic, es de Valera
etated at that first public meeting. That ;peach may still be
extant, but I remember he seid something like: "I believaed
1916 to be & mistake, I see now ithat I was wrong. I obeyed
orders. I know now that they were right, and we will not be
satisfied with anything but an Irish Republic."™ To my mind,
the imporiance of what he sald was that he had welded all ithe
various political parties who were inclined to put tags owm
themselves, inlo a party with a definite objective, and that
he had seid something dangerous and, as I saw it, practically

imposaible.

-

Immedistely after de Valera's relesse I was sent to him
with a dispatch. He seemed urgently to need knowledge of the
Volunteers. He asked m; what I thought most desirable for
the Volunteers. (At that time I was an ordinary Volunteer).
I 8aid to de Valera that I thought some mark or insipgnis was
necessary for any military body, and thet perhaps the feailure
of the Wexford revolution could be sttributed in some meamsure
to this lack of uniform. De Valera said he hed considered
this matter and had designed a trench-coat which had pockets
fit to contaln the necessaries for teking the field. It
could be put on or off, so that men could be uniformed easily.
On reflection on vhat I thought and suggested, and on de
Valera's reply, I kumew soon after that conversation that we
were both in the grip of romanticists, becau;; not six months

later I reelised that a Nerd core of realism was nscessary,

end I saw aigns of what was eventually to become the hard core.
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THE SOUTH ARMAGH ELECTION,.

The South Armagh alectiﬂn was, %o my mind, a demonstra-
tiorr of the potential strength of the Volunteer movement.
Some hundreds of Voluniteers were taken to Armagh. They
marched, drilled and tock up quarters in the towms and
villages of South Armagh. Although there was no atbtempt made
by the Volunteere to intimidate the voters, they made it very
clear thet they regarded themselves as a militery body.

I was Alde~de~Camp to Wichael Brennan at a post in a
place called Forkhill. On one occcasion the polling booth was
about to be aggressively approached by s number of what I
fhink were Orangemen. Although the R.I.C. were there armed
and humaroué, Mick Brennan pulled a bluff. He called on his
men - mostly Go.Clare Volunteers - and said: "Men with the
+408s 8tep to the fromt". I do not know how many of the men
had 458, but twenty or so Volunteers stepped to the front.
These Volunteers faced the oncoming uraﬁaaman, and Michael
Brennan said to the Inspector of the R.I.C.: "The blood will
be on your heed 1f you don't halt ihem". The R.I.C. Inspector
halted the aporoaching Orangemen, and Mick Brennan went bsack
into his hotel, like any staff officer. The strange thing
about that incident was that if a man wae found giving orders
to civilians in military formation that man was subsequently
arrested. Mick Brennamp, who had defied: the R.I.C. and
threatened them with arms, was not approasched by ths

Inspector of the R.I.C. ’

Later in the day, when the‘election.was over, I was inm
command of one hundred or 8o Claremen. I took them onto
Dundalk. These men were mostly farmers' sons, cbwiously with
good backgrourds, and full of fight. I found it very hard to
restrain them from firing, from sheer high spirits. In the‘
number I took back to Dundalk I would say there were 20 or 30
revolvers, for I halied end inspected them when e shot was
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fired without my orders. I thought then, and still think,
that we were reachimg the peak of our enthusiasm for sctiom
against the British, because people of substence were Joining
ihe Volunteers, and I think that the decline that occurred was

due to the inability to arm these wmen adeguately.

\
ARREST OF DICK McKEE.

In Dublin the Volunteers met regularly in their drill
halls, but it was discouraging to drill without arms, uniform
or the means t0 maenosuvre. Occasionally the Dublin County
Volunteers had mock battles, and numbers of Volunteers paraded

and carried out manoeuvres without arms.

On one occasion, near the Bird Cage publichouse in
Drumcondra, the commanding officer of the 2nd Battaliom, Dick
McKee, was arrested in front of‘our eyes. A terder of police
arrived on the scene. The Volunteers numbered one humdred op
more, bui we were told by our officers to mske no demonstration,
and we sﬁfrered the ignominy of seeing our comnanding officer
placed amongst 10 or 12 policemen and taken aways. We then
dismissed. This, and other incidents, had & most depressing
effect upon men mewly recruited imio the Volunteers, but it
took the heart out of the 0ld Volunieers.

During this period a mmber of Volunteers had managed to
get possession of small calibre revolvers, mainly.388, These
we Trequently carried around on our persons, but with no idea

that the logical use of them was close range and assassination.

FUNERAL OF THOMAS ASHE.

I am going back now to the funeral of Tomis Ashe.
Immediately before Ashe died he was igken to the Mater Hospital.
Gellines and Cathal Brugha worked in close unity, at least it
appeared so, for I saw them together on several occamsions. On

that occasion they did what I coneidered a rather reckless
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thing. A huge mob of people was milling outside Mountjoy; .
they hed worked themselves up almost into a state of hysteria,
by praying, singing, ete. Collins and Brugha at that critical
moment arrived on a common sidecar, addressed the Ihrge crowd
and precipitated something of a riot. Tom4s Ashe subsequently
died in the Mater Hospitel. His body lay in the City Hell,

and then occurred one of the audacious things that frequently
heppened. The British military were in garrison in the City
Hall. WNotwlthstamding this, Tomfs Ashe's remains were eacortsd
from the City Hall by armed Volunteers in uniform. This viece
of impudence would have brought the British into asction agains §
us, but, I believe, for the ability of Richard Mulcahy, who
carefully demobilised the Dublin Brigade within the grounds

of Glasnevin Cemetery.

I do not think anyone was arresied as a result of Tomas
Ashe's funeral, but an incident occurred which showed the
temper of some Volunteers. The funeral processiocn was very
large. One man whom I kn%w was never a serving Volunteer -
at least he never obeyed orders - wes in the parade that day
in front of a number of men. He was dressed in uniform,
although he had not taken pari in the Rising. A military lorry
driver, becoming impatient of the long funeral prncea§inm,
attempied tc drive through the cortege. Portion of the
procession broke up more or less in disorder feering that the
military were about to fire, but ex-Colonel Joe Leonard drew
his revnlvér, orderdthe military back and restored order in

the procession. I saw ithis incident from a distamnce, and
roealised that the hard core, to which I have glready referred,

¢

was forming.

THE VOLUNTEERS - SPIRIT AND HOPALE.

During the year 1917 1hrga musbers of Volunieers were
without employment, duwe to victimisation. There was sublime

irony in the fsct that men so unemployed were given the risky

! -
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tesks which might, and often 4id, entaill imprisorment.

During the South Armagh elaction, which took place in
early 1918, I was impressed by seversl things rélating to the
Vblunteqrs. A very lsrge mumber of men had come from the
Jouth of Ireland. Many were under the command of the Erenmans ;
pogsibly Paddy Brennan was senior officer at that time. It
was8 elgnificant thati the nearer counties were not so welY
represented. A large number of the men were from Dublin, dut
they were mostly unemployed.

To my mind the anuntaefé from the south were dangerously
enthusiastic; they were spoiling for a fight and apt to be
reckless. On their return journey to Clare, and I assume 1o
other southern counties, they paased through Amiens 84%. statlon
and fired a number of shots through the glass roof.

During the electionm, fares were paid by the Volunteer
G.H.Q., and the Volunteers were adequately catered for. It
was the first and only cccasion th?t the finence department of

the Volunteers did not appear, to me, niggerdly.

The Dublin vbluntaaés were, for the most part, men who
hed been in action and associated with each other for a couple
of years at least. What I want to convey is that the Dublanm
Brigede Volunteers were trained, had’ experience and high morel
discipline, .and the presiige and satisfaction that a successful
military action implies, if we regard the 1018 Rising as such.
The Dublin Brigade had not raeruit;d new blood to any
considerable extent. Of necessity, a men's character is not
80 well imown locally in a city as ii would be in the country.
The Southerners felt that they had been let down in 1916 by
the demobilisation order, and were impatient to justify them-
selves, I bad heard in jail, and I heard sgain in Armsgh,
something of the bitierness that waes felt in the south due %o
their inaction in 1916.
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After the elsction I was very relieved to part with
my responsibility, i.e., the command of the. section of the
Clare Volunteers. I assumed that what I had seen, that is
to say, the general enthusiassm of newly recruited ¥oluntesrs,
was the rule all over the greater part of Ireland; young mem
brought up to a pitch of anthnsiasﬁ to attack an enemy, but
lacking everything except cnuragé. The Volunieers had just
sufficient arms to precipitete their own slaughter. There
was no thought at that time of waglng guerilla wsrfare., It
was a period of marching in or on any occasion in Dublin.
When Volunteers parasded publicly for a funersl, hundreds of
young men who were not Volunteers fell in behind end marched i

in fours.

There was a tendeney then for Volunteera %o wear irench-
coats, They were serviceable durime cur mesnceuvres. Tn my
one interview with de Valera I had suggested that what the
Volunteer required wae some sort of uniform. De Valera told
me that he had designed a trench-coat which would have pockets
in which the necessaries to teke the field could be carried.
I was wrong. The day of marching in fours was over. Ue
wented arms firet, last and all the time, and I think that
Mick Colline only saw this clearly, This is why I think so:
Early in 1917 I was speeking to Micheel Collins. e were
interrupted during ocur conversation by an American gentleman
who flourished a cheque-book and wes offering Michael Collins
a chegque or money, presumably to help fhe cause. Michael

Gollins seid engrily and rudely: "We want guns".

During early 1918 I attended my Company parades, These
were rather momotonous, and some attempt wes mede to drill
wilth broomsticks. Often we did not attempt even elementary
foot ~drill in our drill halls when the police were thought
to be active. On occesions when the Volunteers carried out
nevw activities or the British aulhorities appeared threatening

our numbers on parade increased. This was B0 during the
1

f 5



6.

the peried in which the Cdnecription Act was being debated
in Bnglend. I think our Compeny paraeded then in full

strength. . )

Micheel Collins had broken his baill; he was arrcsted
for making a spesch. There was a feeling of lension during
the Gﬂnsurip;inn crisis at our Gompaﬁy meevings; but I cannot
remember hesaring of any plam as to how the Volunteers, es a
military ﬂoﬂy, proposed Tighting agseinst conseription if gnd
wher 1t became operative in Ireland. The fact is that at
that stage the Volunteers could not have fought to any extent
they could only have breen slaughtered. It was mo one's fault
The Tew arms we had had been taken from us in 1516 and were
never a8 plentiful agein until the British departed in 1922,
In my opiniom, it is impossible to train men ae soldiers
without erms and that accoumted for the falling off' on parade:
of Velunteers everywhere in Irelend. &s the position & tood,,

the Volunteors would have bBeen & danger only to themselves.

THE CONSCRIPTION CRISIS,

It is well known that & kind of solemn covenant, or oath,
was signed at the church doors sl over Ireland. In sermons
and from the eltars the congregations were exhorted to resist
eonscription. I thougirt many of {hs youngz priests would have
physically reelsted conscription, but, as I sew it, the clerg:
in Irelend were inspiring the people to a Tanatical enthusiasn
witich they would not be able to lsad or cnntrni. I do not
remember vhat form of oath was taken al the church doors to
resist comscription, bui there was mo word of how conscriptior
would be resisted. It is easy to be wise afler ihe aveﬁm,
but there was no statement by orgsnised Lsbour that they woulc
paeralyse transport in the event of conscription, ss they could
have done. Even when conscriniion was passed by the British
government, conscription was not even discussed at my Irade

Union meetings, and I wventure to say that there exists no
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mention of comscription in the minutes of other Trade union

meetlings.

I am not trying to play up a pericd in which I was
involved when I sgy thet there appeared absolutely mo
leadership in that crisis, if we excepi the signing of the

declarastions at church doore,

There was then no Dail and only a few republican
representatives. The Volunteer G.H.Q. had a morsl
responsivility for what would ensue if conscription wes
resisted by forece of arms, but they had little o fighi with,
I hrold that during that crisis pno Volunteer should have
allowsd himself to be arrea?ed if he possessed or had access
t0 arms. |

It wee suggested then that the British government
intended putting across conscription in Ireland to crush
8inn Fein, but this .is-my view since I was born and brought
up in England, What Irishmen did not understand was that
Bnglishmen regarded Irishmen as fellow-Britishers, somewhat
rowdy, but good fellows when disciplined; that they, :
Bnglishmen, werse Prﬁtacting Iriahmen from German aggression,
that only & few Irishmen had stabbed them in ithe back in 1916

and that there was German gold sustaining them.

I had some contact with political thought in England.
The more Libersl voliticians in England had no idea of the
national resurgence in Irelend. I reflected that the
restoration in Bnglsnd was anything but resurgence, Bonar
Law end F.RE. Smith were menmbers of the British Cebinet.
General YWilson, subseguently Commander~in-Chief, said that 1t
would give him satisfection to handle EUD;UGD recalcitrant

Irishmen.

That wes the situation in April 1916, when I was working
in the shell factory in Parkgate St., Dublin. A mumber of
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other Volunteers worked there, including Sem Reilly, lMatt

Furlong and Joe Leonard.

In April I took a lroliday end had & scout around; I
thought the British might be bluffing sbout putting across
conscription, but I tried to discover if they were making
preparations. I looked at the railway yarde and saw what
geemed to me to be very large emounts of rallway sleepers.

In 1916 I had seen at the bottom of Moore St. what was, to my
mind, the ideal barricede; the British had piled up railwey
sleepers for barricedea. There is nothing I know of quite as
good. I thought I saw the plan of the British, which appeared
to be to isolate a town or villsge, where required, by the
erection of these sleeper barr}cadas during the nizht so that

the village could be dealt with.

' PIOT AGAINST BRITISH CABINET MINISTERS.,

When my short holiday was finished I wes informed ore
evening that I was wented at G.H.Q., That would be about mid-
April. I went %o Parnell Square to G.H.Q. and saw in the hall
there a Volunteer whom I knew well, named Bill Whelan. He
_said to me: "Whal ere we here for?" I answered: "I have a
gopd idea. Haven't you?" and he said "Yes". When I entered
the room I saw two msn - Ceathal qugha and Richard iulcahy -
sitting at two green haize~covered card tables. Cathal Brugha
said $o me: "You have hean|recnmmandaﬁ a8 one likely to go on
g dangerous mission. It is of such a nature that provision
will be made for your depemdanis, if eny"'s I replied that I
had already considered such a miseion; it wes only a matter
of “who would bell the cat" and that, ales, I knew the terrsin

so to speak. Cathal Brighs and Dick Mulcahy asked me who I
Ired besen spesking to, snd I replied that I had been speeking
to no one, but that I had been thinking over the matter for

some time and thought that the British Csbinet might be
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deterred if some of them were shot. Cathal Brugha then told
me to conaider the matter and if I wes of the same mimmd

I was to report in a week, or some such more precise date.

I paseed Bill whelan in the hall on my way out and nodded
to him as if to say: "You have guessed right',

My Trade Union was only a few doors distant, and I
declided to go there and pay my arrears, some £5 odd.

A meeting was in progress and I sat beside & Volunteer with

whom I was very intimate. T thought he knew more sbout

things political than I did. He asked me what I had been
called to G.H.Q. for and I replied by tightening my tis.

I saw he understood me, It transpired that he was a Londoner
and was too well-known to go there on the mission that was

contemplated.

Bill Whelan end I attended at G.H.Q. a week later and
were asked had we conaidered the matter., We were told that
it was proposed to shoot members of the British government
and thus avoid their signing the order in Couneil which would
make the application for conscription in Ireland operative.
We were given a mumber of addresses in London where our

party would ﬁtay; two men at each eddress.

Elther Dick kulcahy or Cathal Brughe had a list of
Dublin addresses which was shown to Thelsn and me and we
were asked did we appear in it. e were advised to change
our addresses if that was.so0, because the addresses in the
iist would probably be raided.

Cathal Brughe asked us if we had!our arrangements made,
meaning lrad we made arrangements for our relatives, and
agsurad us that our relatives would bej sustained. e were escl
given £5. Cathal Brugha 1old us to take the Holyhead boat
and concluded our meeting by saying: “i will be with you

and inm charge of the party. I will take advice or instructior
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from no one, unless requested. Is that.undersitcod?" I
had a good look at Cathal Brughe and decided he was one I

would not argue with.

-

We travelled saloon fo Holyhead. Detectives wvere
obviopsly searching ithe Bogt. One of ithem approached us
closely and might have recognised Bill ¥helan but he, Thelan,
pretended to be violently sesasick and ran imr the direciion

of the detective who wae gbout to inspect him.

We got to London witilhout furiher incident. We had
braalkfast in a restauvrant in London, bul when we read the
morning papers we were dismayed at the large number of
Irish volitical leaders, incluvding de Valera, who ltad been
arrested. Te were anxious abous Cathal Brugha. TUe knew
he would fight for his liberty and, as there wae no news
of any shooting incidemt, we concluded he had escaped the

rourdd-up.

Af'ter breakfast we made a Lour of bthe addresses which
had been given to us before we lefl Dublin, as placee where
our perty might be housed. At every address that Bill
whelan and I visited there was no one in residence, and we
got no enswer at any of ithe doors, except at one house vhere
we woere informmed that the lady of the house had gone o
Ireland but her husbend remsined., I knew these people had
been informed by Jack Nunan of oué comin: and th;i ihey
had consented io harbour us. I told the man of the house
that I would billet 4wo men on him; this I did. The two

men were Sammy Reilly and Mait Furlonge.

I had one address In London which was to be used only
a8 a lasl resource. It wes situated in the Best End of
London and was possibly under suspicion. The name of the
pecple was O'Connor. Ireventually had to visit thls house,
where I found six men had arrived and all of them were armed
This was in a emell house and in London, where one able-

bodied young man was conspicuous,

El
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Bill Whelen and I made & hurried tour of London~-Irish
Temilies and secured lodgings for iwo men in each house.
Three of these houeeholds had sons who had taken part in the
iné;rractinn and were, therefore, not considered very safe.
The family with whom Bill Whelan and I stayed probably guessed
that they risked severe seniences lor harbouring us, but we
were made welcowe and fed on: their limited rations, as we had
no' ration cards. I carnot speak $co highly of their coursge,

hospaitality and kindness.

Cathal Brugha stayed, alone except for his daughtar - a
very young child - in a large hnusa rear Tavistock Place (2%,
Regent's Park. An Irishwoman, Mrs. Sean McGrath, did what
was necessary for him every day, but for the most part Gathal

1

Brughas lived alone.

Bill Whelan, HMatt Furlong and I visited Cathal Brugha
geveral times, and he made some attempt to entertain us. He
had a lerge mumber of photographs of pniitical ¢elebrities,
membvers of the British Cabinet and big ﬁewﬂpaper men, -
Northeliffe, etc. He seemed to get the greqtast pleasure out
of discussing these people, much the same as some people look
at photographs of film stars. I

I remarked to Bill Whelan on Cathal Brugha's deliberate
isolation, end Bill said it was obviously to keep us all st a
distance. There was one of us he was more in contact with,

and that was Matt Furlong. In this I consider Cathsl Brugha
wae a good judge. I would say Matt Furlong wes the best man,
after Cathal Brugha, on that miseion.

We managed {0 get Cathal Brugha rowing on the river to
Kew, and mwearly tumbled him into the Themes. We had Torgotten
that he was not yet heasled of his wounds, and were sheamefaced

when we remembered, but he laughed it off and put us at our ess

*

Gathal Brugha decided to meet all the men and, as it was

not thought wise for them to come to his address, I suggested

I



42,

a rendezvous in Regent's Park where we could be mcaitered

and yet see him and &pproaeh.hiﬁ individually. Cathal Brughs
arrived to the minute, and I gasped when he came riding his
bicycle mlong the pathe as if He was in Phoenix Park. He

passed a policeman who, I believe, iﬁformed him of his error,

a8 one would not even whedl a bicycle through Repent's Park.

I saeid to Bill Whelen, “What do we do if.the policeman should
arrest Cathel Brugha?" However, the policeman let him go and
Cathel sat on a bench in the Park. We apbrnacﬁad him one by
one and he told us we should each have a man; we. should got
femiliar with the movements of this man and execute him;

that we would@ pick the nsmes out of a hat and that Hatt
Furlong would deliver the orders. That was all for that‘day;

L

and we dispersed. '

There were eight in all at that meeting in Regent's Park
- Matt Furlong, Martin Gleeson, Sem Reilly, Bill {thelan,
James (Ginger) McNamera, Tom Craven, myself, and I forget

the other name,

By a sirange coinclden¢e a lady whom I met ssid %o me:
"I saw a Dublin man near Regemt's Park. He walked on the
road. He Bhad cycle clips on his trnusérs and & cycle pump
in his hend. Wes thet a Dublin man or not?" She had saen
Cathal Brugha walking through thg sireets. This just goes

t0 show how easily he could have been picked Upe

Although we could not get a great desl of'foad I
considered we should get plenty of exercise, so we all went
sculling on the river in iwo's. On returning one day Trom
this exercise I was told that each man lrad plcked his luck
from a hat, and that I had got Boner Law. I Ffemembor sayimg
to Cathal Brugha in Dublinm, when he told us that others as
well as thre Cubinet members would be shot: "I'm for the |
Cabinet", which was repeated by Bill Whelan. Cathal Brugha
locked sternly et us and then smiled. Bill wWhelen-end T had
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beaﬁ'gi?en-twn of the favourites - someons had picked for me.

I had nothing againsi Bonar Law excepti that he was fond
of ﬁﬁtinias. I vas several times close on Bonar Law's heels
ag he walked from Downing St. ‘to the House of Parliament.

I thought he wes sirpularly incautious considering ell he
hed done and proposed to do in Ireland.

From day to day we expected orders to attack. It wes
very wearine. Habtt ¥urlong would appear sulddenly when we
would be sitting at s mesel, aﬁd we would hurry awey, only
to be told it waes positponed again.

After a sudden vieit from Natt Furlong one day, I eaid
to Blll thelan: "Do you find it gets into everything, what
you eat and what you drink?" I felt very sorry for myself

lose when I would
by times and thoughti of what the world wes going to/be killea
I knew I would become maudlin if I continued in this wvein,
.80 I deliberaiely eﬁgaged in violent exercise with fthe

result that I slept well; so did Bill Whelan.

LY

Cathal Brughs wes anxious 10 get on with the job ami
sent Matt Furlong to Dublin on several occaesions preseing

for consent o commence operstions.

There was one poeint that I thought rather unreslistic.
Wearly all of us were armed with +38 revolvers. The .58
revolver was mot at &ll a deadly weapon wrless several shots

wera Tired. I had pleniy of ammunition - sbout 50 rounds.

¥

It was not easy for us in London to aveid eating mesls
in our lodgings for which we were not paying, and Bill
¥Whelan and I endesvoured to live out, bhut we could only get
scrap meals, and with all the ;culling3 we were losing welight
In any case, Mati Furlong Ket turniné up and speiling our
appetiﬁss, We would act iomorrow, and tomorrow, and then

tontorrov.



One dey I left the house for a short time and during my
absence lait Furlong called and took Bill Whelan awsy with
him. They left a message for me, which I got vhen I returned
to Numan's, where we were staying. Later in the evening
Bill said to me “"You miesed it. Cathsl took Matht and me
into the gallery of the House of Commons. e went in on
Ginnell's ticket. Bonar Law was speaking. Cathal stood up
end looked over the gallery, but Bonar Law was out of sight
end underneatir us, Chthal could not possibly hav@ hit him
from his position in the gellery. He had his Peter—the-
Fainter pnﬂerne&th his coat. e were sitting either side
of him, Hett and I. An usher approached us and told Cathal
not to stend up or look over the gallery. The House was
nearly full of Members in uniform. At least we would have
been firinmg at soldiersa™. M"Yes"™ I said, "I certainly have
missed 1t".

Thers were at least two occasions when we, Bill whelan
and I, were told to parade at Downing St, and informed that
our victims would be coming out of Downing St., but at the

last moment we would be told "Not today".

By some extraordinary luck we were never accosted in
London. On one occasion when we were leeving a picture-
palece, Bill Whelan and I, the police were guestioning those
leaving. e geve our Dublin addresses and were not delayed.
Four of the ten men of our party were actually ligble for
conseription since they had been born in Englend and were
ordinerily resident there. OQOccesionally we saw a British
deserter with an escort. It never seemed to occur %o us
that we might be challenged. We were always armed, but it
is doubtful if we would have esceped. On one occasion six
of ue mst accidentally in Vicboria S5t. within 200 yards of
the House of Commonms. We laughed outright.

There were some German reids while we were in London -
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between Hey and August 1918 - gnd I think the raiding got
on the nerves of some of our men. I had heard Zeppelims
raiding before and was not so disturbed becsuse I wae in my
home town. For a long time I ignored the bueiness and
deliberately refused to think about the matter, but one night
during a reid I sald to Bill Whelan "Here's a chance to do
the job" ﬁWa should do it while they are in their cellars™.
I told Whelsn that I wes going to Cathal Brughe %o put it
up to him. Bill thelan resireined me from doing this, and |
I can imegine mow what enswer I would have got from Cathal
Brugha. - He was not the man to put up with suggesiions opr
indiseipline.

-

Some of the lads of our party muast have been cracking
up, becsuse I heard afterwardse that two of them were praying
hard for themselves during a reid, instesd of praying for
more raids, &s wee logical, but, es I said, I wes on my

own dung-hill.

E:::me time in Auguet some of our lads were sent home,
The British position in France was improving and 1‘&1’15"5 may
have Leen the resson. Bill Ghelen, Sam Reilly and I were the
last %o leave, excepi Matt Furlong and Cathal Brugha, who,
I believe, stayed in London. I never saw katt Furlong alive

again, He was the best smongset us.

Bill Whelan and I went to Liverpool and were there gbout
e fortnight. During this time we had no pocket money, hut
we wers lodged by a sympathiser. I got the impression that
it was egsier to find steunch supporters in Liverpcol, where
people were  obviocugly not so afraid of essociating with
gective Volunteers. A nice thing happened, which was typiesl
of the common peocple in Liverpool. We were, as I said,
without money, and a working man, Neil Kerr, gave us an
envelopa containing money and told us that he had been
ordered to give it to ue, but that story wes too thin. e

were three iradesmen, and we recognised a iradesman's pay
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packei. It contained all that working men's wages. He was

a 2tevedore.

Bventuelly we were informed that we would get s boat to
Dublin, but that we would have tﬁ.stow away in it. At the
last moment, however, Delia Larkin arrived from America, am
I understand she carried a large sum of money. ©She gobt our
berth on the boal as, apparently, we could not go in the
fo'c'sle with & lady. We were mot particularly pleased ai
loaing our trip. ZAventuelly Bill Whelan and I were stowed awa:

in one of Guinnesa's bosts, and arrived in Dublin.

In gil Bill Whelen and I were about four months in
England -

I% was clear to all of us that the German offensive had i
spent iteelf and broke danu We azsumed Trom this that there
would be mo point in impusing conscription in Ireland. This,
we thoughi, was the resson we were sent home. Before we left
London, Cathal Brughs told us that we were $¢ hold ocurselves
in resdiness, that ever when we returned to Dublin ocur service.

might be required.

1

IETERELE& HITH COLLINS.

On our arrival in Dublin Fill Whelan took me to his home,
where I stayed that nipht. I Iad mo momey and wes not inclined
to return to my digs, slthough I am sure I would have been

welcomed,

The following dsy, Bill Whelan and I tried to contect
someone who could tell us where we might get in touch with
some of the senior officers or political leaders. To most of
our inguiries we were informed that "so and so" was on the run.
After many inguiries we became irritated, for it sppeared 1o

ud that some sort of a penic had ensuwed in Dublin sfter the

maas arrecis.
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Woet of us who had Peen on the mission to Lomdon had
disposed of ocur worldly goods, Both Bill Whelan and I haq
actually left our tools on tire jobs we were working st Tfor
enyone to teke, thinking we would have no further use for

them, WWrelan was a carpenter end I an electrician.

I goti the impresasion that it was regarded ms almost

inmdecent to inquire sbout those who were on ihe mm,

b

We met Peter Murtapgh, one of our party who had been to
London. . He wae hack im his Job as manager of a picture-
palace, end he {o0ld us that James Hooney, another of our party
was walking the street®? without employment or means. This
information made Bill Whelan and me angry. We Irad &xpected,
I think, in our vanity, to be recelved as two saved from the

burning and were conceited ithat we were chosen from 80 many.

The main office of the Hew Ire:ll.am: Insuraence Co. then
cccupled only the second floor of Kapp & Petersen's - my
first outpost in 1816. It was Bill Thelan"s ides, I think,
that we might find succour there; we were sure to know
someone in charge and ther-la would probably be aome moneSy.

I fournd the idea attresctive.

Just before going to London I Irtad celled at that office
and tried to take out a policy for £100 on death, hoping that.
my mother would receive it. I asked this of Michael Staines,
who wes in charge of the New Ireland Insurance Office at that
time. He refused to give me such a policy, so I concluded
he was in the know. Bill Whelan and I entered the New
Irelesnd Insurance offices, and Michael Stsines was 'th\er'a
alone. In answer 10 our inguiries, he told us that he did
not know where anyone was. e explaimed cur poeition am
asked him for money. He assured us he had none ezrept his

own, and gave us g few shillings.

Cuteide thea G.P.O. Bill Whelan and I met ex-iiajor




Genaral Bob Price, who told us he had just returned from
the country where Ire had been organising, and thet we would
find Micheel Colline at lick Lynch"s kouse in Richmond Road.

Whnelan end I then went to the house in Richmond Road
where Hichael Collins wes staying. We entered the house armd
went up the stairs quickly. wWhen we opened the docr we saw
Michael Gollins ettempiing to sweep papers off a table
towards the fire. He eiopped and cursed us when he saw us,,
and we cursed back. First it was a tirsde between Bill #hmelen
and Kichael Collins, and then & storm beiween Michasl Collins
end me, At last Iifichael Collins said: "What tlie Deses heess
do you want?" ‘“ioney" I answered, "How much%", ssked Mick.
'e5", I said, "for tocls and a week's dige¥. T think thet
was reassonable, for four of oup party were mechanics — ome
g tool-maker, one a fitter and one an electrician. One of
our pariy, James Hooney, toc vhom I have already referred,
had finished his time 1mr s furnishing establishment, Messrs.
Fim & Co., but was not allowed to pesume his Jjoh. NMicheel
Colline asked what sll the excitement was sbout. I told him
that I had met a man who had beenlwith our party in Londomn,
that he was weeks Back in Dublin, was oul of & Jjob and had
no plaee to live. MNMlchael Collins said: "That 1ittle ees.',
and then the row started all over again. I said to Michael
Collins: "He went where you sent nim" and Collins replied:
"Whet you want is action®, at which we roared laughing.
"Look here", said lichmel Collins, "Mick Lymch ie coming out
of jail tomorrow. Don't let them re-srrest him"., He gave
Bill Whelan and me a gumr apiece and told us we #ould find
two parties of Volunteers and that we were %o divide up the
Volunteors, between us if it were necessary to receive

supperit in resculng Niek Lynch.

Micheel Cellins then called me aside as if to whisper

in my ear, and then gave me g sharp pinch on the ear with
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his teeth. I had taught him that trick, but I remembered
reading that Nepoleom hrad a trick of pinching eara.

The following morning Bill Whelsn and I weni to Wount joy
Prison. Two or thrree policemen were standing at the gaten,
and we spoke to them. Our supporte, ten Volunteers, were in

the vicinity. They were ten oui-of-works; one wes actually

a cripple.

3

Mick Lynch came owt of the prison and got into a wai time
car. There was no attémpli made to re—arrest him. I dropped
my gur into the car through the window and walked away.

I wae 8ick of it all. Certainly I considered that militery
play-scting would not get us anywhers, and our potentisel
politiciens were easily scattered. I thought it aebsolutely
neceesary that something like a Janizary wae egsential toc the
Irish people, for the British had fits of legislative lunacy

which drove the people to desperation every now and again.

I thought Michael Collinsg waes hreroic and pitieble; that
he was foolishly trying to carry the resisiance to conscripti
on his own ahoﬂldera,'whilat others were allewing themselves
to be arrested. He was trying to rescue Volunteers by force
of arms, if necessary. G.H.Q., were intact and thsy were loya
comrades, but Michael Collins wes the ondy one of ihe
political leaders who, in my opinion, Wwas & practical
revolutionary. He was always availeble. His instructions
end the means to cerry out those insiruectlons were given in
aetailr Michael Collans had one great advantage over his
contemporaries; he knew the English. and their art of

dissimuletion, and he had the common touch.

About two weeks after my last meetling wilh Michael
Collins I had somothing of an accident. T wrote to Michasl

Collins end asked Irim for a personal loan - impressing upom

“him thet I meant 1§ personally - of £10. Michael Collins
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sent me this money immediately. I never prepaid it.

TRAINING OF VOLUNTEERS IN MAYO.

From sbout Oc¢tober 1918, to October 1919, I worked in
the West of Ireland, meinly in Mayo. Richard Walsh, now a
T.D., was then living in Bella, Co. Mayo, and was a member of
the Brecutive of the Irish Volunteers. 1 co-operated with
him and assisted in training Volunteers in Mayo. During this
veriod I met Peadar Mellshon, now Secretary in the Department
of Defence. He was an organising officer in the Volunteers.
The organising officers of the Volunteers had a most wretched
job. They were paid, I believe, £2 per week, barely enough -
to sustain them. They were constantly under cbservetion and
likely to be interrogsied. Of necessity they could ndt lodge
with knovn sympathisers. They carried life insurance
literatura around with them as camouflsge. Of all the jobs
this was the most hesri-breaking that sn officer could be

called ypon to do when there was no likelihood of sction.

In my opinion, it was rather %00 much to ask men in
sparsely populated disiricis to travel great distances merely

to drill without arias in & field.

Lord French was staying in Msayo during part of this perior

but there wns no attempl econtemplated to attack him.

Jack Plunkett came %0 lMayo in gn attempt to capture arms

from the British, with the aid of locasl Volunieers.

as I said, an organising officer's Jjob was extremely
difficult. On one occasion a Volunteer parade was being held
in & field., It was mid-winter and there was only stubble in
the field. The farmer, who was e Catholic, protested at the
men drilling in his field. The Bxecutive Officer, Richard
Walsh, and Peader bkclsehomr were there. wWalsh sarcastically

offered the farmer money for any &amagé(?} that might be done
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t0 his field. Fearing that the men would be affected by

the gentle demeanour of my senior officers, I threatened to
burn the fermer's roof over his head. He went inside his
house and the Volunieers resumed their drill. I mention this
ineident to show the extreme gentleness of the Volunteer

officers.

During my stay in Msyo the Oath of ﬁilagianue Lo the
Dall wes administered. Micheel Staines came to Balla, Co.
lieyo, and s meeting of the officers of the Mayo Division or
Brigade was held in a shed in the convent groumds. This
meeting wae seddressed by Michael Staines., There were gboul
100 men present who, I was told, were Volunteer officers.
Although I thought the Oath of Allegiance 0 the Dail was
necessary, I considered it rather smusing, since most of

these officers, to my knowledge, were membsrs of the I.R,.B.

+ T returned $o Dublin some timse ea;ly in-1920. Thg first
thing I remember of any imporiance to me as a Volunieer was
the rescus of Bean Hogan by Volunteers at Knocklong. I heard
a good deal of adverse criticism of the succeseful Volunieers

by some of our politicel supporters.

Dublin was comparatively quiet during early 1920. Up
to about lst May, I think, a number of the G-men had been
shot. I heard no comment from Dubliners, adverse or otherwise

on the shootings.

" THE WEST AND MID LIMERICK BRIGADES

In the south of Ireland, perticularly in Limerick, there
had been sercational attacks on barracks. This seemed
surprising to Volunteers in Dublim -~ at least it was to me,
eand T was anxious %o know whence this fervour sprang. I
wrote 10 Garreit WacAuliffe, who was iher Brigedier of West
Limerick, I think. He asked me to come down to Limerick

and to bring some stuff with wme. It was arranged thet I_take
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down to Limerick hard-gremsdes, evolvers and ammunitiom.
By this time Bwllylanders and Enocklong had Tallen.

T+ appeared to me that G.H.Q. were particularly generous
with erms end esmmunition where there was military actiom.
T took to Limerick nearly one mundredweight of waried
emmunition, some hand-grensdes the slze of Mills bombs and

some a8 large as cocoanuis.

Garrett Meculiffe had told me to meke no arrangements,
that I would be picked up. This te€rm was vague, bui I was
gatisfied that he would meke all arrangements. On my journey
to Limerick I actually conversed with a young Bnglishman who

wee en route to join the R.I.C. im Cork.

I chenged traims at Limerick Jumctiom. A large mamber,
gbout 60, of R.I.C. men were iLeking the same local trsimn as
myself. I went to the exireme end of ihe train a found a
dirty carrisge in which were & large number of plate-layers.
They must have sensed my predicament, for when I hurriedly
entered their carrisge they crowded et the windows and thus
deterred the R.I.C. from entering our portion of arr already .

crowded train.

I expected to be met at Rathkeale Station, bul this was
not the caae!- I alightad'anﬂ found myself alone. I had im
ore hami & heat-box. It was & -clerical Mat-box and might have
been meant to carry a mitrs. It was a very large Dox and
packed tight with emmunition and grenades. A muber of the
locgl R,I.C. had met the train, apparenily to guard the larger
number of R.I.C. who were proceeding further south. 4s both
my hanﬂq were engaged with my peckages and as I would have %o
pass the R.I.C. in order to leave the station, I departed by
a 1ittle entrance or gateway. The porter prompily saw my
difficulty, took the ticket from where I held 1% betwsen my
teethr snd opened the litile gate guickly for me. Cutside the



53

hstation thers was & small pony and trap. I put m# ammunition
in the trap and climbed into it, but the chlild, a little girl
to whom the trap belonged, was sbouit %to scream. I alighted
from the trap and sald I had made & mistake, that I thought

the trap belonged to somebody else.

The atation for Rethkesle is aome distance from the town
proper. 1 proceeded, walking, towerds the {town and the R.I.C.
eventually caught up on me. I asked them to assist me to
carry my packages, but I assume the clergyman's innocucus

hat-box saved the situation.

Someé 300 yerds or sc outside Rathkeale I entered e pocr
dwelling, a ons-roomed cottage. I asked the woman of the
house might I leave my YTarger parcel there. She sald certainl
having mo 1dea of its mature or contents. I asked might I
put the parcel under the Bed. Then she must have, as the
saying goes, smelt a rat. She said #Most certainly" and pushed
it under ihe bed. There was dire poverty in that cottage.

With only one small suitcase I went to a mearby hotel,
ordered lurch and went to the commercial room. I observed
that the commercial room was in considersble disorder. The
dust was thick on the floor and the fmbles, end the mirrors
were smashed up as if by cunfire. For a long time I waited
for lunch. By this time I had extracted a revelver Trom my
case and loaded it. Suddenly Garrett Macauliffe came into
the room. He was openly armed, had a gun henging on a
holeter and was wearing e Sam Broym belt. .This wes something
of & shock to me, end I said to him "Is there & war on here%?".
He said: "Get out at once. I have a car at the door. I know
where you placed the ammunition. It will come on laler'.

F got intoc a Ford car with him end he said: "Have you a pun?
Is it loaded? We attempted t0 hold up your train and ran into
a party of military".

"I was very surprised at the prevailing atmosphere in



Limerick., It appeared Lo me as if open war was 1N Progress.

The Volunteers that I saw there carried their arms openly.

The motel in which I had endegvoured to get lunch had
been the scene of en action, about & week previous Lo my
visit, in which HacAuliffe and other Volunteers had exscuted
the D.I. and others, yot 1t wes commﬂq-fcr tﬁe Volunteers to
enter Rathkesle at dusk, be chalIengaé by the military sentry
whilet they actually put the cerbines with which they were
armed behind their backs, answer the challenge and enter the

houses, where they scmetimes passed the night.

The Volunteers in that area were eXtremely populer and
were made much of, even by the matrons of the households,
In the houses in that district it was quite conmon 1o ﬁEar
fprom the people of the households: '"We have "so meny' bettles,
perhape a4 dozen or mure?. The object of these bottles was
that they would be filled with the paraffin oil for any
future reids on police bharracks. These bottles, and I assume

other things, were collected zealously.

1% struck me that hatred of the enemy went very deep.
The following incident ilTustretes what I mean - During the
attack on Kilmellock barracks, one of the Volunteer attackers
was heard to say: "Come out 'Bruce', end aur{endar. This
isn'"t '67". I inquired into Lhis incident and discovered
that the R.I.C. man being called upon was & grand-mephew of
ome of the men who had occupled the barracks in "67, and

the Volunteer wae a grend-nephrsw of one of the altackara.

' I was informed that the local Catheolic senior clergyman
in Rathkesle wss hostile to the ?blunteeés. We were very
ghary sbout teking full edvaniege of hie grounds. Feorheaps
his attitude wes mot surprising when one congidered what
would heppen to his flock.

L]

-

Sean Finn, or Jeckie Fino as we celled him, was The
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officer in charge of ihe mid-Limerick Brigade. Rathkesmle

wa8 his area. For the most part the acltive Volunteers were
only 8 or 10 men. These men travelled around in two Ford cara,
and freguenily were compelled %o carry out duties which should
normally have been performed by ares commandants. On one
Occasion an area commandant was unwilling, or too gentle, to
carry out the execution of e spy, and the Brigade siaff were

Torced to perform this duty.

During one of our halts for rest in Ballyhghill, Sean
Moylan end Liam Lynch came in s Daimler car. It was a very
cumbersome affelir, and I wondered how long it had taken them
to come from Cork. They were very nonchalant and obviously

inured to living dangerously.

The day following their visit, I think, some eight of ue
with Jackie Finn in chargs proceeded to Cork to take over a
prisoner, General Luces. Lynch and Moylsmn had captured this
British officer at Kenturk. It took us a considerable éima
to get to WMitchelstown, where they liad General Luves prisoner.
The whole party of us, including Sean Hoylan end Liem Lynch,
came back from Cork to Templeglantine, where Generaleuﬂaa
wad lodged that night. Luces was the itraditional British
officer. He appsared to be quite & simple man, outside the
military ebility which I have no doubt he had. Lucaqhéﬁd I
had numerous conversations together. During our first -
conversation Lucas was looking down over the valley from & hdilT
at Templeglantine. It was a very beautifyl wiew, and we could
Eee & number of counities [rom where we were. He remarked:
"Thie is a country worth fighting for". I thought this was a
peculiar remark, and reminded him that anotherp genersl, his
predecessor, Cromwell, had passed & similar remark. It struck
me then tkat Genapal Lucas was connected with some of the
ruling femilies of EBngland. I staried to abuee ﬁﬁﬁ ruling
classes of Bnzland end concenirated on the Cecils. lHe - }

defended then.
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Two days later some of us escorted Lucas to the benks
of the Shannon, Nichael Brennan arrived in a punt or boatl.
Tt wes nighi~lime and there was mo attempt to blindfold Lucas,
who was obgerving the stasrs. Mick Brennan took Lucas across

the River, and I remained in Limerick.

Two or three days alter Lucas had ﬁeparted,'our party -
the staff of the mid-Limerick brigade -~ were resting in the
priest's house in Bellyhghill. I always thought that those
countrymen were rather careless since they rarely mounted
puards in the daytime. On this cocasiomnr we were playing
cerds when someone informed us that the enemy had entered the
village. There were only three or Ffour of them in the pariy
and i1 trenspired that they were not seeXing us; they were
in a publichouse getliing refreshments. I sugrested to Jackie
Finn that, as I would not appear susplcious on accounti of the
way I dressed and the way I spoke, T would enter’ the public-
}tﬁuaa and call upon them to surrender. This would have been
easy to do, because we possessad pleniy of hénd—grenaﬁes,
but Jackie ¥inn said he would not agree to this as the whala
village would ﬁa wiped out. I would not have suggested this
action except that I f&lthaasurad that I, personslly, would

&

he safse.

Eventually the police left the village and proceeded to
Glin, which wes gbout three miles distant. Jackie Finn said
he would attack them on their return journey, some distance
from Bgllyhahill. During the amﬁush whi¢h subsequently tock
place between Glin and Ballyhahill I saw the pathetic weskness

of our Voluntears.

We haed fsken wup position in a ditch. On the far side of
the road the river flowed. We had approached our positiom
at a very obliaue incline, consecuenily I was mot aware that
the ground behind us was exceedingly steep. I assumed from
my experience ;f Dublin Volunteers that ithe Lime?iuk Volunteers
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nhad their own ides of strategy, but I observed that most of
the memr were wvery close together, 80 I proceeded some distance
away Trom them, in the direction from which the enemy would

approach. -

The enemy party cams slong on bicyecles. From our positioz
in the ditch we could not fully see {their approach, neither
had we & good field of fire. Only two of the enemy rode imfo
the ambush. These were fired on and fell. I was on the
extreme flank and expected an order, but there was mo order,
Eventuelly & policeman attempted to cross the ditch beside me.
I fired at rim and presumably hi? fiim, but from my positiom
it was dirfficult. p

I tried to reload my carbire and found I could not eject
the cartridge casge. When I turned my hread I saw the embushing
party creeping swsy up a steep hill, Suddenly I heard Jackie
Finn sey loudly: "wWhere is Joe?V His call: "Where is Joe"
actually atiracted my attention first. Whatever was im tlve
enemy party, there wes Tire from perhape three rifles, and we
were running up the steep hill. I canmet say mow whetiver
the rifles of the'remaindsr of ny party were working
effectively or not. ZEventually one of our party said: ‘

"Return their fire'. I lay down beside kim, tock by bolt out

and was thus able to get out the certridge case.

I wvant t0 meke c¢lear thsl thqse Volunteers were armed
vith carbines and the ammunition sometimes did not fit.
There was then a Mark VI and a Mark VII issue of smmunition

by the British govermment.

This fault of a jammed cartridge was the csuse of another
failure in another part of Limerick subsequently. That
abortive smbush mede several F@in&a clear to me - that the
Veolunteers in that area had received no lnstruction in trainin

for gaerilla-warfare; that there was no regard for lines of
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retreat, and that they did not reslise that they could be
enfileded, as they were.

Qur party were saix or sevem in number, with only four
R.I.C. carbipes. I think our commander, Sean Qinn, had a
Service rifle. Even those few carbines were on loan from the
Bast Limerick Brigade, and this was July 1920. Although our
party had probably practised loading end unlcading, they had
not until then fired from the carbines, I believe, due to

the scarcity of ammuni tion.

Sean Fimn, the Bripgsedier, wae 22 years of age. He was
a conscientious Volunieer and maintained good discipline

and care of his men.

A8 I said, there were apparently three of the enemy
Tiring as we retreated, so I assumed that their mumber
had increased in the town of @Glim. Sean Finn, thersfore,

wes wise 1n vmcating his position under the circumstances.
GENERAL LUC ISONER OF TR C =.

A few days after arbush near @lim, I received a
dispatch from Michael Brennan asking me to come to Clare.
Some suspicious visitors were installed in a Rotel ﬁaar
where General Lucas was held prisoner. ZLucss end his guard,
which included lick Brennan, were gquartered in & big house
near ieelick in Co. Clere. I had intercepted a telegram
which was sddressed ta Lucas while I weas in Limerick;
it was addressed to "Ueneral Lucas, c¢/o the Sinn Feiners,
I.R.A., Cork™, It raﬁ something like this: "Born this
mornicg a som. Bbth doing well", and then his wife's name.
The telegram had been sent to Cork, was abstracted end a
copy brought by dispatchr rider to Limerick. I took it with
me to Clare. ?&annan gave the telegram to Lucas, who
exprecssed Eurpfisé and thanks. It referred 4o his first;

born child. Lucas moticed the time stamped on the telegram;

r,-'"'
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it hed epparently tsken only a few hours to reach him. It
‘did not occur to him that the time and the date might have

been an artistic touch.

I thought the place where Lucas was then held priscner
ra? a fantastic alr. Four rifles were piled in the centre
of thé drawingfoom which hed a Turkish carpet. We dined af
eight. Wo used to pley tennis, and I remember on one cccasion
I hed to request Lucas to cease playing and withdraw to a
clump of trees as we could be seen from passing military

lorries end he might be recognised.

General Luces did some fishing on the Shannon, but
he caught nothing. On one occasion he soved me from g duc%ing
Oor worse. I wes being swept towards the weir et Castleconnell
when I was alone in & pumt. Mick Brenman thought I was joking
when I said I could not control my punt, but Lucas jumped imto
a pumt and towed me ashore. ifick Brennan and the others onm
the river benk informed me that they could not swim. ILucas

might Irave availed of the copportunity to escape.

Lucas was very frank. He 1L0ld me that if he wes rel?aaaﬁ
or excheanged for one of our men in British custody he wnulq
not agein take service in Ireland. He secemed to he embarrassed
by the intimabe knowledge he had of us ‘pereonslly and of the
Irouses and places where he hed been kept priscner. He said
to me: "In the event of my release I shall be asked cuestions.
I know you all personally and know that you carry arms," '
I seid: "That is our right and we ask mo defence of it'.
"Anyhow", he said: "it is unlikely that you fellows will be
caught alive”. I thoughl that very nice of him, but I reported
our conversation to Hick Brennan. Mick saw what Lucas was
driving 8% and told me to follow up that conversation. Laterp
I sald to Lucas: "Many of the houses we have taken you to

have sheltered you and us out of their innate hospitality.

They would have treated private soldiers pimilarly. We are



conscious of this and hope that they will not suffer as a
result of their kindness". Luces answered by saying:

"I shall not say where I heve been lodged", and in this he
kept his word.

During our conversations together, Lucas told me that
a Party was being formed inEngland and that Lord Hugh and
Robert Cecil would probaply form part of thet government;
that some sori of Dominjon Home Rule would form part of their
programme; that, in any case, there was to be a Labour
government in England, and that we were foolish to bg forcing
the pace. I believe he thought he was informing a countiry

boy and that his remarks arose to combat my prejudices.

Lucas ssid one thing that wes startling: "You have the
pick of the country. I could match you if I had the pick
of Bnglend". That remark foretold the Auxiliaries, but they

lacked one essentisl and that was moral discipline.

General Luces asked for parole, saying that he would
return to sny place we would like to name. He said that he
wanted to 8ee his wife and child. This information we sent
to our G.H.Q, but the Adjutant General, Gearoid 0'Sullivan,
replied that even if Lucas was incommoded he would have %o
remein a prisoner. We thought this rather stupid.
Considerable prestige would have been gained by us if we had
gvailed of this offer of parole; G.H.Q. could have made 1t
conditional on the release of Terence MacSwiney, who waes
then in jeil. It apparently did not ocecur fto the Adjutant
General that a British officer who could make such a proposal

could have exercised pressure on British politicians.

s,

It was quite essy for Genersl Lucas to know where he
was lodged. We stayed in Bunratty Castle, Clare Castle and
other large dwelling-houses, where there was writing materia:

bearing the address of the hcuse. In one house there was a
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r:nwing scull, besring the name of an old Oxford “Blue".

Mick Bremman was anxious tc be rid of the réapnnsibility
for Lucas, and said that the Clare Volunteers were forced to

be inactive whilst gusrding him.

In one humble home where Lucas was lodged he slept
between sheets made of flour bage. We hed glven him some
whiskey before retiring as he was wet. In the morning he
told us he thought he had a nightmare, for his sheets
appeared to be covered with negroes' heads. Thess were the

printed pictures on the flour bags,

I left the Clare Brigede to come to Dublin. Mick
Brennan gave me some dispetches and told me to inform G.H.Q.
of what I had gleaned from my conversations with General
Luces. I seid goodbye to Luces. He was a kindly msen, for
he had once offered to put a etitch on a small wound I had

aollected. '

[

When I left Clare I delivered a dispatch in Limerick
city, end then cycled to Limerick Junction. As I cycled
through the village of Oola a military cordon was. flung
across the road behind me, My frbnt tyre was punctured.

I entered a publichouse to get refreshments and make
ingquiries, but as I entered, I tripped on & step and fell
into the leps of three R.I.C. men. I tried to diserm their
spuspicions, but when I hed taken a drink they followed me oui
I cycled to Limerick Junction on a flat tyre. The three R.I.(
men were behind me, so I took to the footpath and anyons
coming my wey had to Jjump clear. I could Eaﬂ.thﬂ train at
the Junction; it had started to move, but I hed faith and
s8till pedelled hard. Then one of those things happenod sesee
The driver stopped the train and the guard came to the
erosesing. He took my bieycle and put it on the train. I
jumped eboard and the police were 1eft atending at the

railway orogsing.
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.I reached Dublin that evening and went to a c¢ceili in the
Mansion House. The ceili was held at the conclusion of the

Oireachtes. Curfew was inm force until 3.30 at that time.

I saw most of our G.H.Q. staff at that ceili; Mick
Collins, Gearoid 0'Sullivan, Dick Mulcahy end othera. @&.H.Q.
may have aittended this function for the sake of morale and
regarded it as being perfectly safe because many of the "GM
Division had been wiped out.

There wase & Jingle or ballad sung by the Volunteers
during that period. It was to the air of "Pop goes the Weazel'
but the final line as the Volunteers sang it wes "Pop goes the
Peeler". This rhyme or ballad expresses adequately a phase
vhan the Volunteers had the initiative, in which they were
ruthless, and which wae a development from the romanticiste
of 1918.

I told Mick Collins at that ceill that I hed just come
from the south and that I had dlspatches, and he told me to
ees the Adjutant General, Gearoid 0'Sullivan,who ordered me.
to report to Suffolk Street on the following day.

I know that I handed over my dispatches the following day
but I cannot remember now whether I saw Gearoid ¢'Sulliven or
not, but I doubt if I would have made much of an fmpreasiau
onn him because I was & private Volunteer and he was the

Adjutant Genseral.

Some two or three daye, or meybe a week later, Gonaral
Lucas escaped from custody of the Volunteers. I decided to
g0 to London, becsuse I did not wish to be questioned by
&.H.Q. now. I also reflected that Liem Lynch, who had
captured Lucee with a view to protecting the Lord Mayor of
Cork, would be very angry. After spending nine or ten days
in iundon, I returned 4o Dublin, apd en route conversed with

two British soldiers who were proceeding to Holyhead. One of
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the scldiers wes in conaiderable f ear; there was almost a
gense of awe in his regard for Sinn Feiners. The other
soldier told me that he was a batman or officer's servant to
a General whose name I cannoi remember. He told me that
before going on leave he had been brought from his billet -
I camot remewmber the nsms of the barracks now - to the
barrack gate where a man was clamouring for admisseion. Thie
man was Genersl Lucas, he said, and he was in rags. Lucas
had been ambushed and t0ld them that he had escaped by leaving
his room, stepping over a sleeping sentry outside his door,
golng down the stairs and leaving the roem in his stocking feet
He said that he had been picked up on the road by a Yost Office
van which was eacorted by two or more soldierse; that the van
had been attacked; that Gensral Lucas had got a small wound
acroes the bridge of the nose; that one of the soldiers was
ghot through the head and his brains were inside his tin ha%;
that the escort was on the point of surrender when General
Lucas picked up the dead man's rifle and opened fire on the
I.R.A. attackers; that the attackers withdrew and that Lucas
then came on to-the barracks where this soldier met him. He
also told me that Lucas packed up the clothes which he had
been wearing, a sportis coet and pante, and told bim to post
them to an address in Cork city. During the detention of Lucas
by the Volunteers there was some definite house in Cork city
to which communications were addressed and were subsequently
‘delivered to him. It wes to this address he had the parcel
dispatched, conteining some garmente we had provided him with.
Inside the package he left a note addresssed {o the Sinn Feinsrs
or to the I.R.A., 1 do not kmow which, the note sald: "@ith

General Lucas's compliments".

GONTACTS IN LONDON FOR THE SUPPLY OF ARMS.

During the short period I was in London I met two men who

wore endeavouring to procure arms for export to the Volunteers.
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T do not know if thsy hsd a regular system of dispstch.

One of these men was BEdmond Browne, fthe other = his brother =
Robert Browne. They lived in Isllington, London. Robert
informed me that he could buy very large quantities of .303
emmunition; actually they were offered to him at 10/- per
case.s I saw the person that BE. Browne was in contact with;
he was a Bouth African or an Australian and had the disposal
of some of the Brilitish surplus war equipment. I had no
means' of buying & tuff in such bulk or of transporting it to
Ireland. I assumed, however, that Browne was in contact
with G.H.Q., but even at that date I had little faith that
he would purchase that material, because he t0ld me that he
had already purchased arms and smmunition out of his own

pocket to the full capacity; he was 8 working man.

Shortly after returning to Dublin I saw Ssan Finn, one
of the Limerick Brigesdiers. I told him of the ammumnition
and equipment in London. .Finn asked me to make some effort
t0 acguire soms of that materisl. he said that the Limerick
people had subscribed £2,000 which they had given to the
Volunteers. I understand from what Finn said that they had
levied the rates to scquire this sum of money. The money

was in Finn's possession.

Whilet I wes opersting with thre Limerick Volunteers
I ffequently had very large sums of paper money in my hip
pocket, as had all the others, but we had no opportunity or
deaire to spend that money because it was usual for the
people of Limerick to provide ids with all our wants. BSean
Finn paid his party one pound per wesk.

Sean Finn offered me any quantity of this money that I
wanted, and asked me¢ %o try and do somsthing $0 lmprove
the military equipment of the Limerick Brigade. I took
from him £60 and raturneé to Londcn & woek or so later.

When 1 reached London I was informed by Bdmond Browne that,
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for some reason, the msn who was selling the surplus
ammanition had become nervous and had disposed cof it else-
where. Fortunetely, before lsaving for Dublin, I had told
a Cork Voluntser that this man, the South Afriean, had two

machine guns. The Corkmsn, as appeared to be characteristic

" of Cork people, got on the Job at once and secured one of

the machine guns, which, I believe, he exported from
Liverpoocl. I had little success in procuring arms; I may

have got one or two revolvers.

I returned to Dublin. I hsad spent & good deal of the
money that I had teken with me, end I was somewhat ashamed
that I had produced so¢ little. I wrote to Garrett
MacAuliffe end to0ld him that, so far, I had done little.

I went to work in Dublin with a view to supplementing wvhat
I had left - sbout £30 -~ proposing to return to London when
I had saved sufficient money to bring my funds at least

up to the original emount of ‘money giben me by Sean Fimm.

During this period in Dublin T worked with Thomas
Dockrell and Som. IJWaa not called upon for any Velunteer
activity. My mind was definitely full of the urgent need

for arms.

LY

PLEN TQ FENETRATE HEADQUARTERS OF THE AUXILIARIES.

On one occasion, leas than a week aTter the Mount St.
shootings, I went into Beggars Bush Barracks. I knocked
on the door and asked to see the engineer-in-charge. I
assumed there would be an engineer. I was taken %o a
Bergeant-Major Dominie. I proposed to him that he install

in Beggers Bush and in other barracks in Ireland an

'indeperdent 1ighting plant, my object being to recruit

Yoluntsers for such work, with a view to penetrating fthe
Auxiliaries. Bargehnt-ﬂaﬁnr Dominie wes taken hy my
suggestion, I having told him that the "Shinners" were
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capable of putting the town in darkness. He esked me to see

him very early, I would say sbout eight o'clock, the following
morning.

-

I went to Beggars Bush Barracks at 8 o'clock mext
morning. It was a foggy morning. Two men preceded me to the
gates; they were Tans in mufti. I was admitted to the guard-
room of Beggars Bush. I realised while waiting in the
guardroom thet many of the Tane were on the point of hysteria,
for all the time they kept fiddling with their guns.

Eventually I demanded to see Seprgeant Major Dominie and
was escorted to what was afterwards the orderly room of the
Nationel Army. I had an interview with Sgt.Mjir. Dominie om
the first floor of thet building. I submitted an enginesring
plan of quantities, 1.e8., engines, dynamoes, etc. He told
me he would communicate with me later. For references I told
him to ring up Thomas Dockrell immedistely, whom I t0ld him
I knew personelly. This wae drawing the long bow. .

On coming down the steirs after leaving Sgt.Mjr.Domninle,
I was preceded by my Auxiliasry escort, and I todk & chance
and opened a door on the right-hand side. This room would
have been the orderly room. Major General Crozier, I assumed,
for he looked like him and was bedecked with ribbons, was
gitting at a table. There w;re s number of female typists.
My sudden Bppearance in civilian dress caused what I can only
describe as a emsll psnic in that room. One of the Tans
angrily pulled me from the open door, and then, having left
the building, he said to me: "You got into this place; now

yOUu Cen Dlese.e. Well get out™.’

I crossed ihe square towards the gate alone. OSeamus
MeNamara, who had been arrested for the lount 5%. shootings,
saw me. He was under escort, but we pretended not to

recognise each other.
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I succeeded in leaving Beggars Bush Barracks by & ruse.
The guard on the gate, who, I assumed, was an English public
school boy, said to me: "Whither goeat thout" I answered in
what I thought was an Oxford accent: "We would have aaid
‘Quo Vadis'". He opened the door for me, held out his hand
and ssid: "Vale%. That was the sum total of my Latine.

It was obwvious from my emall inspection of Begears Bush
Barracke that snother turn of the screw would have broken

the morale of the Auxiliaries.

k-

Ingside the barracks I had seen a man dressed in the
‘uniform of the Flying Corpa. I had watched this msn in town;
he was obviously doing Intelligence. I psssed the word on

to hﬂqdquartera.

Nothing arose out of my aspproach %o gain admissicn to
the headgquarters of the Auxiliaries. This attempt was
comparatively safe for me. The Auxilieries in Ireland were
always moet carufui to concesl their ﬂxceéaes from the

Bnglish people.

TRAINING IN THE USE OF EXPLOSIVES.

I lived in e house exactly opposite Liem Lynch®s house,
where Colline was freguently harboured. The name of the
house was Walter House. The house where I lived was No. 109
Richmond Road. During the period from 1919 to 1921 I would
say there were slways at least half a dozen Volunteers living
in my house, At no time during the whole period were we
reided.

Richard Welsh of Balla, Go. Mayo, brought many of his
officers to the house where I lived. I lnstructed them im
the elementary use of explosives. My knowledge was wvery
elementary. I ueed and demonstrated only with batteries,

that is, accunmlators. I had not the necessary technlcal
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knowledge to meks exploders, and I believe at that psricd
we lacked technical knowledge from fthoss who were competent
to give instructions. In retrospect I dread to think of the

poesible conseguence of my ignorance,

RAID ON LORD FRENCH'S MATL.

During thie pericd & reid waes made on Lord French's
mail in the Rotunda sorting office. In his personal mail was
found & copy of Mitchel's Jail Journal. This came into my
possegsion, ﬁﬁring that raid a lsrge number of samples cof
jewellery was found. I was told, and I believe 1t fo be trus,
that this Jewellery was aﬂbsaquentlf'destroyad on instructions

from G.H.Q. It was teken from the mgil coming from London.

During the perlod I apesk of, from approximetely August
1920 to February 1921, an unofficial reid was carried out on
a post office or a post office savings Vank - I do not know
the exact place. Two men carried out this reid. One of
them I knew to be in went, he was unemployed and actually
lacked food. It would have been extremely awkward for
Volunteer G.H.Q. to carry out adequate punishment. This “

man snd his accessory escaped from Ireland.

I wish to point out how G.H.Q. endeavocured to restrain
guch excessee., On one cccaslon a ssenior officer of the
VYolunteers, having raided e poet office, used some of the
proceeds, that is to ssy, money, to squip his brigsde. I
know that thia officer lacked equipment for his Brigade.

He wes immediately suspended and, I assuma, subsequently

courtmartialled.

Ags an illustration of what one might consider fantastic
moral discipline, I know for a fact that ﬁ vﬁluntaar wag
given what*ig him was a normmael duty - %o carry out am
execution., On being briefed for the tasX he was informed.

of the name of the person to be executed end he suddenly
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declined to carry out the duty, because he said that the
person whom he was ordered to execute had once etfuck hime

He said that if he carried oudb such a duty he might have a
private animia, and that, to his mind, could constitute murder.
The Volunteer's explenation was taken as being gquite rationsl

and another Volunteer was detalled for the duty.

HARRY WALPOLE INCIDENT.

Some time prior to.the Mount St. shootings an attempt to
contact the British government was made by a Voluniteer, Harry
Welpole, I believe that Walpole wes worked upon anéd influenced
by some of the medical profession who were appalled by the
embushes and their effect, principally on pregnant women.
Through Walpole's agency contacts were made with, I believe,
8ir Brian McKehon. A Dr. Coffey, who was a bacterlologist in
Earlsfort Terrace, was one of the intermediaries. Harry Welpol
informed me that discussions were held, that full fiscal
autonomy for Ireland was mentioned, thet a representative of
Bnglend had come over and had made proposals to Sir Brian
McMahon snd/or Dr. Coffey, and that a poasible plan for
settlement could be offered. Walpole told me that he approascher
Arthur Griffith and put this proposal before him. He sald to
Griffith during the conversation: “But, Mr. Griffith, you would
be firet President Of .sesecesee” {I do not know the precise name
he used for the form of government). Griffith called Walpole
an impudent pup and ordered him to retire. The purpose of
telling this incident is to illustrate that at no time wag Harm
Walpole threatened or put under any resiralnt by Volunteer G.H.’
Considering that the I.R.B. to some extent dominated G.H.Q. the

would appear to have had remarksble forbearance.

TRANSPORT' OF ARMS TO DUBLIN AND JEWELLERY INCIDENT.

Some time in February 1921, Richard Walsh asked me to go
with him to London with a view to. purchasing arms for the Mayo
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Brigasdes. I tnf!.d him that I had a limited Job %o do for the
Mid-lLimerick Brigade, but that I would go wlth him and whem
I ned done my limited job I would give him all the essistance
I ecould in the procurement of arms in England. I told Welsh
that it was likely to prove very expensive and that I personall
had no intention of seeking or handling large sums of money
for this purpose. I achieved my limited purpose, that 1s,

I spent any money that I hed and secured slx weapQns,
automatice and revolvers, and some emmunition. This was not
done igﬂapanﬂentlg, but was probably paert of a purchase that
Waleh and I had mutually made; in fact, I cannot rememhber

at the moment whether I actually owed him the money for those

weapons .

OQur mein source of contact for the procurement of arms im
London was Bdmond Browne, who was a relative of mine through
marriasge. Walsh secured some erms through this source, but
vhen we came to transport them to Irelend we encountered some
difficulty. The person who was presumsd $0 be an authority
on the means of transport - ships - was Wed Golding. We were
informed hy him that the route wae closed, and that if we

dispatched these arms we would do so without his permigsion.

Jack Sherlock wes & bo'sn on & ship of the Lady Line. He
was quite willing to take aboard arms, etow them away end brins
them to Ireland. Living adjscent to the docks was & stevedore
named Mahoney, a grandson of an Irishmen who left Ireland
during the Famine. He was willing to také care of end place
such arme sboard boats travelling from London to Dublin. With
the assistance of these two pen and notwithstanding Golding's
dissent, Walsh and I sBucceeded in getting some esrms transporter
%o Dublin. The stevedore, Mahoney, took me on as a 4ock
iahnurer and I wae thus able to see the possibilities of getti:
arms on the boats. In securing this job I had some hopes of

discovering 1f it were possible to export large quantities of
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arms to Ireland. I saw this could be done h-ae:auaﬂ Jacob's
large biscuit crates were hoisted abosrd the boat end, as
far as I know, they were not inspected. I know this to be
so baceuse I made one journsy in one of the Ledy boats with
Jack Sherlock. En route to Ireland we touched at Tfour or
five porte on the English end VWelsh coastlines. Te had some
arms aboard, and of naﬂassité had to shift them to various
places in the hold of the boat during our journey. It
seemed remsrksble to me that Jack Sherlock did this job for
a congsidersble period, perhsps 18 monthe, moving small
cargoes of arms to different places on the boat. The boat
was inspected at every port and never aﬁne, go far es 1 know,

did he lose &8 weapOll.

At no time was the import of srme through fthe London

chaennel anything but s trickle.

Cn: the fringe of themwvolutionary movement there was a
large element of "thestricsl" people and, to my mind, there

was a guestionable element at work.

On one cccasion I was ehown a quantity of jewellery.
I was informed that there was perhsps 20 or 30 times such a
gquantity in London. The sample I waa shown filled & FPrimrose
50-cigaretts box. I was informed by the person who showed
it to me that this jewsllery had been sent to London Lrom
Dublin for disposal. I thought this matter fishy. I knew
that one of the people in London was related to one of the
raiding perty where Lord French's mail waes captured, and I
pssumed thet this jewellery was the proceeds of that raid.
I immediately notified Michael Collins. Michael Collins
wrote back to me and t0ld me %o inguire into the matter with
Sean McGrath, who was at thgt time a member of" the Self-
Determination Committee. I did not tzke the persom who
possessed this'jswellary {0 Seen McGrath, but ordered him,,

on ths suthority which I had received from Michael Collins,
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to explain his possession of the Jjewellery fo McGrath.
I knew this men'e brother and I did not wish to have any
fuprther 11l-knowledge of a comrede. I took no further
interest in the matter, but Michaeel Collins in his letter

implied that such goods should have been utterly desiroyed.

There soemed 1o be some Jealousy emongst some of the
men associated with the Veolunteer movement in London, and I
gssume that wae the reeson we were deterred from using the
available boate to transport arms. The Edmond Browne to whom
I referred was an ex-soldier who had been only recently
discharged from the British Army. He and his brothrer, Robert
Browne,, were only newcomers to the Volunteer movement, but
the two of them, particularly Edmond, were zealous and enter-
prising, and they used their own money for the puréhase of
arms. They made the most worth-while contacts for the
purchass of arms. I assume_that hostility to these men aroso
becauwse of their efficiency and because they were, relatively

newcomers to the revolutionary movement.

Bichard Walsh and I went into nearly every town in the
North of England seeking arms. We picked them up in ones ani
twoe. Irish countrymen in England were friendly to us when
they knew our purpose. Richard Waleh cerried wvery large sums
of money, perhaps £400 or £600, on these trips and he was
never molested, although in Sheffield we, at cne time, rubbed
shoulders of necesaity w;th a criminel ring. I assume that
the fesr which the Irishmen, by thelr obvious respect for

‘Walsh, sroused, wae the reason why Walsh walked about in

seacurity.

From that period until the Truce we did little else but
pick up e few arms here and there. We were well aware at
that stage that the Volunteers in Dublin wore said to he

cutting down .303 certridpges.
:

Richard Walsh dispatched a fair cargo of arms via the
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Liverpool route; it would have weighed about £ cwis.
Another cargo he dispatched through the London route per
Jack 8herlock resched Dublin. Waleh had arranged that the
cargo vwhich he had sent o Dublin would be picked up by two
ladies who would arrive at the dump with a hackney car, but
by some misunderstanding, the person responsible for taking
the e rms from the dump failed to keep his appointment and
our G.H.Q. seized Walsh's hard-got armms. I did not consider
them lost from my point of wview, because I did not care who

in Ireland, except the enemy, got posasssion of these arms.

When the Truce was declared I returned to Dublin and
want to work. Later I delivered my collection to Garreti
McAuliffe of Newcaestiewest. For the £60 which I had been
given, I delivered only six weapons, revolvers and

automatica gnd some ammunition.
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