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STATEMENT OF MR. J.J. O'KELLY (SCEILG),

The 1398 Commemoration.

I was very much impressed by the 1898 celebration

of the centenary in Dublin. I saw it pass down Middle
ihbéy—sfreet: where.it farme&lup, I an not now quite
sure. Near the head of it was John Dillon, the Irish
Parliamentary Party having been prett& prominent in it.
It was not a really imposing turnout, but it ﬁas very
representative, as far as was then p&asible: 'ﬁée at.
Patrick's Day processions we had later fqr the Gaelic

League were far more striking. K After that, Irish-

i

—_———— .

Americans openly took an interest in the movement here.

The South African war broke out at that time, and
John lecBride's name was soon on everybody's lips. He was
a cousin of Fr. Peter Yﬂ;ke of San Francisco, later, Dr.
Yorke. This feérless churchman came to Ireland with Dr.

Henebry, Professor of Irish in Washington, and Fr.

Fielding, a prominent Kilkenny man, then active in Chicago.

| While in Dublin, Dr. Yorke gave us a lecture for the

Gaelic League at the Ancient Concert Rooms, Brunswick-

Street (now Pearse~Street). I remember Michael Davitt
at the iéﬁture,  An animated newspaper controversy arose
as a result of the meeting, at.which Dr. Yorke had spoken
strongly on the Irish language and an1the duty of the

press towards such an essential element of the national



"0f talk in the newspapers about it.  The Count was

life. (.Tha 1798 centenary procession finished up that

evening in Stephen's Green, and they laid the foundation

stone of the Wolfe Tone memﬂrial.]
: "~ jfggl_cﬂmiﬂ:;t?

-
I don't know whether it was that evening Count

Plunkett was relieved of. his gold watch. There was a lot

prominent at all such functions. The Parliamentary Party

put him forward for some election contest about that time,
but my recollection is that he was beaten, He was

Curator of the National Museum, and that was not a very

onerous post for a man of his attainments and industry.

é

He had little to do there except what he might initiate

.himaeif{ There soon was a two years' Exhibition in Cork,

and the Prince of Wales visited it. Count Plunkett was

appointed Secretary because of his famlliarity with art

~and kindred subjects, with his extensive fra?els end

experience. He then returned to his post in the National
Museun., I became intiyate with him because he was
President of the Society for the Preservation of the Irish

Languege, of which in time I became Honorary Secretary.

We used to meet every week, and I went frequently to his

home. The Society went on simultaneously with the Gaalié
League., In fact, it ﬁaa never faded out,-and'l remain
its Honorary Secretary. Quite a number of scholarly men
in different countries were members of its Council; but
they dropped off, one by one, while I was abroad, amoné
the latest of them being Fr. D%E?en,.ﬁenry'nixon, Donall

0'Connor, James Halligan, hatthaw Fitzpatrick and the Count
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himself.

Soon after the 1798 centenary - in 1899 or 1900 -
the Wolfe Tone proceasions to Bodenstown were organiae&.'
The Americans - I suppose it was the I.R.B. - sent over
apeﬁksra-to Bﬂﬂaﬁatown for a number cf years. I met and
remember anm; of them: Matthew Cummins of ﬁnstun, John T.
Keating and Major McCrystal among them, although it.may
have been to the 0'Growney funa;aIZMcCrystal came, With

Loo fnquli

Laurence rannickhand others.

There was the usual excitement on the occasion of

Queen Victoria's visit early in the century. We all got

T_-"\.__,,——-s.r_
a holiday, and wentéigggig_ggsggli Park Eff,fgﬁiifiééz

where there was a "review of the troopa".. The Duke of

= -

Cambridge, who was her nephew or some relative, was

Commender-in-Chief at the time and in charge of the

\

military review. He had a marvellous voice, and could
be heard all over the Phoenix Park. As we passed along,
there was not much of a crowd, and her carriage which we
saw in the distance seemed entirely forlorn. As ﬁ )
spectacle, the whnlg thing aaemeé - even to me, fresh
from Kerry - enfirﬂlr negligible. I remember the more
enjoyable picnic for the children who did not attend the
Queen's party. It was arranged by Maud Gonne who was

already working actively against recruiting.

Arriving in Dublin on a Monday, I went on the following
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Thursday night to join it, and remained associated with
it all the time. In those days, newapéfars were quite
different to what they are now. It was from the press
reports I learned all about the Geitic Literary Society
before I left ?ﬁleﬂtin, They ganerallf sent a faporter
to the ﬁeekly.meetinga,‘anﬂ'anything he sent in about
the Society was published. Tadhg § Donnchadha was
there the first night I attended, aﬁd spoke to me in
Irish. I replied in Irish, although I was not then
very fluent. "You must come to thé Gﬁelic League", he

salid.

Maud Gomne spoke a.few times at the Celtic Literary
Snpietr. She waé an attractive perscnality and Bfoke
very gracefully. Shg diﬂ.nnf say very much - just a
few sentences about the.interesting lactﬁ:a she had
liptened to with aunh'pleaaure,and perhaps a pregnant
reference to recruiting for the Biitish army, or to
something that might be done for the children. We were
not anupstumed to anything like it from pthara. A
member of the Society, Mary Quinn, who afterwards married
Dudley Diggea, became much attached to her. I
unexpactadly met Mary with her husband many years later,
out in the Twin Cities, and found rer as much intereéted

in Ireland as ever.

Willie Booney was the backbone of the Celtic
Literary Snciaty} He was employed in Wallis's, who were,

I think, carriers for the Post Office. He had a

wonderful aptitude for poetry and, in the matter of general
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information, was a regular encyclopaedia. I often

heard him say: "If anyone has any doubt about that, he

will find it on page so-and-so of such-and-such a book".
In his zeal for a thorough mastery of Ireland's history,
he burned himself out: of that, there can be no doubt.

There was hardly a weekly meeting of the Society at which

he did not lecture brilliantly or speak at some length.

One autumn, Willie and I went up to Belfast for the
inauvgural meeting of the Gaelic League theres. When we
got to the Belfast station, Maud Gonné, Alice Milligan and

Anna Johnston were there to meet us. In Valentia, we

used get the ~"Sean-Bhean Bhocht;. the periodical edited

by the two 1a£tar ladies. IFraﬁciB J. Biggar was at the
meeting in Belfaét, Dr. 35t. .iol_m Bo:rd.., ﬁr. Moore and many
other prominent Gaelio Leaguers like Gonan Msol, J.J.
Doyle and others, from different parts of the countfr,aa

well as from the Athens of the North.

Beaides Rooney, there were some really brilliant
if retiring men in the Celtic Literary Society, including
Joe Ryan whe used to travel fui a boot firm, two Frank
Ryens, both journalists, James Golden, a Sligo man, well
connected in the West, T.P. Fox, Pat Bradley, Peter White
and ¥ick Quinn, brother of Mary Quinn. ~ All used to write
articles and aketcheq for the manuseript journal, the
Seanachie, which was read periodically at the meetings.

That might truly be regarded as the nucleus of the Sinn’

Féin journals that followed.

James Golden and Joe Ryan were the men mainlj

responsible for such knowledge of economics as Arthur
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Griffith showed. Apart from casual reading, he got his
knowledge from them mﬁinlyf while T.P. Fox contributed to
some degree. James Golden was an suditor. Barney

1Halligan and himself were associated with the firm of

Kean and Company.

Another outstanding member of the Society was Pat
Nally, secretary to Sir Gharle& ﬂgmeron, the City Analyst.
He used to conduct an Irish class there. When Nally was
laid up, I took his class, from time to time. He was a
pioneer of Dublin'y first pipers' club, Eamonn Ceannt and
others being closely associated with him. Peter Macken's
gisters used to come to the Society also, and two Miss
Finns in whose home R.J. O'Mulrenan stayed. Mdire NI
Chillin, . later Mrs. O'Brolchain, also came. I soon came
to live a few daérs from the Celtic ﬁiterary.rooms, Lower

Abbey-Street, and so found it convenient to attend.

Ma jor MacBride was ﬁat in the Celtic Literary
Society in my time. Afterwards, when we became close
friends, he told me every detail of his whole life. |
When he got marrieﬁ, we presented him with a harp.

James Casey, Secretary of the Oireachtas, Pat Lavelle, a
Northern solicitor, and others went to Paris to make the
presentetion, and his brother, Joe MacBride was in Paris
also,. I do not th;nk that Arthur Griffith was associated
with that presentatién. 'Géiffith was back from Africa,
but I am.ﬁat aware that he was then regarded as a close
friend of Major EicBride. But, James Caaey.was a very close

friend of his. - I know I was very enthusiastic about the

pregsentation. If there was any inscription or card, I -
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feel sure it musti have been in Irish, for truly Irish-
Ireland was then finding its voice. My feeling now is
that Joﬁn was a young chemist,and that the reason he went
to Africa was that he did not care about Dublin and
thought he would like to go abroad. I féel sure he told

me more than once, but it made no lodgment in my memory.

His friend, Victor Collins, was a powerfully made
man, sfncd well over six feet, and was as hard as steel.
He was an Gutstanﬂiﬁg journalist, and Paris correspondent
of a leading New York journal. He once got advance
information about an event of the highest international
significance. It.was quite exclusive, and created a
sensation in America, so that he often talked about the
marvellous scoop he had made. He had a brother, Fr.
Collins, who became a chaplain in the British army with
the rank of colonel. | It remains in my memory because my
brother-in-law, Fr. Thade 0'Sullivan, was offered a
similar office,but declined it. In that way, the ex-
éhaplain came to haje a very substéntial pension.,

Vietor himself waé a most extravagant man. He had two
daughters who were well known in Paris, very handsome and

really striking figures. One of them developing lung

trouble, they_had to go to Switzerland, where the uncle

- broved exceedingly kind.' Victor was a man of the highest

~ character. In the end,-he lost his appointment in Paris

and came over to Ireland. He taught for a time in Mount

St. Benedict, Gorey. I would regard it as ahaurd,

‘outrageous, for anyone to suggest that Major MacBride was

influenced for ill by Vietor Collins or anybody else.
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The Major was a most Christian type.of man - not &
teetotaller, but not far removed from that as long as I
knew him. It is true that tippling habits were once
alleged against him, but that was bitterly resented "in.
Dublin, both by those who knew him before he went to South
Africa and those who came to know him only after his
return. I ﬁeraanally wifnasseﬂ a striking public
manifestation of that resentment in Dublin, but do not

wish to record its details here. I% was a manifestation
of Major Mﬁcﬂri&e's popularity, whiéh no one could
misunderstand. fea, MacBride stood very high in
people’s estimation here, as did his brcthgr, Anthony, and

Vietor Collins. I met them hundreds of time, and knew

them intimately. Whenever Anthony came up from

Castlebar, he and Victor sought me out, and nathing_was
excluded from our conversation. If Victor were alive, he
would answer such whispers. Nor would the Major hiﬁsalf
h;ve it said either that Vietor Collins had an evil

influence on anybody. He was a very dignified man of

really spirited outlook.

I would not like to express any opinion an the
merits of the Gonne-MacBride ¢ase, not because I have not
always had a high appreciation of her work for Ireland.

She was always a friend of mine, and T always appreciated
her strivings for our political prisoners and our oppressed
peasantry, her opposition to recruiting for the British

army, her general hostility to England. When I was young,

there is no doubt about it, the people in this country were -
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slaves. A farmer could not whitewash his house without

‘having his rent raised. Maud Gonne identified herself

with the people, and it is by her work for the people I
prefer to judge her. I knew as much as most people about
the other matter referred to; but I never felt called

upon to sit in judgment on it, nor do 1 now.

There ia one incident which will show you the

respect in which we held Victor Collins in tﬁe firm with
which I have been associated for half-g-century. Dom
Gougaud, a French Benedictine, got out a book in French,
dealing.largely with Ireland's earl& evangelista. At
that time I was myself preparing-a book on Early Ireland,
and I took a substantial extract from Dom Gougaud's work
because of his great tribute to the early Irish. In
time, wé got Vietor Collins, who was then in Mount St.
Benedict, to translate that book, and published it. If

the ‘firm did not have the greatest respect for Victor,

would they have asked him to translate such a book?

The Gaelic League.

When firet I came to Dublin I worked at Browne and
Nolan's; and, shortly after, at the request of Willie
Nolan, I became secretary also to the Master-Printers!
Asaoqiation. I was induced to leave a promising
appoinﬁment in Browne and Nolan's and enter the office of
the Gaelic League, a step I later regretied; for all my
instinets kept calling to me to make ny work for Ireland

and her language absolutely a labour of love. In Valentia,
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before I came to Dublin, we were already interested in
Irish. The Gaelie League propaganda had penetrated that
far. At that time the island, in great part, was still
Irish-speaking. My mother, who was not brought ﬁp on the
island, knew no Irish when she married and came to live in
Valentia. Her people understood Irish. Before she was
ten years married, she could Bpleak Irish as fiuentl},r as
anybody else in the Iriah-speaking part of the island,
which was from the middle to the fgr end. The part
around.the harbour was largely English-speaking. We
used to have a couple of maid-servants who spoke nothing

but Irish. A change occurred in the island about 1882,

-when the British Government financed emigration schemes

that swept the island free of its working ropulation.

For two years - 1882 and 1883, I think - there was free
emigration to America, with the result that all those who
spoke Irish habitually were_clear&ﬂ out. Therefore, as
Ilgrew up, I did not speak Irish, but my ear was thoroughly

trained. A number of operators at the Cable Station were

English, but the majority were Irish, end these thought it

their duty to uphold the Irish language, even though they

spoke it little.

S50, on the Friday of the first week of my arrival in
Dublin in 1897, I joined the Gaelic League at 24 Upper
D‘Conﬁell—atreet, where they had rooms upstairs over James

Mackey's, the seed merchants. . The League moved around a

bit in the beginning, dbut eventuﬁlly got that place beside

the Gresham hotel. . There they had their publie meetings

W



e

-]]l-

and built up the movement. Then,we went to 25, Parnell

- Square, North, and 3t11i iater to the Ashe NMemorial Hall.

We had intended to complete a magnificent hall there, and
got a very substantial response to our appeal for funds.

Then came the Split, and the scheme was lost aight of.

The first night I went to the Gaelic League, they

. thought they had a catch. *There's a man straight up

from the Gégltacht", they said; "he must make & speech;
he hae it ffum the-craﬂle". I méde & speech! After a
short time, they goﬁ_afteé me to leave Browne and FNolan's
and go to the Gaelic League. I went as paid secretary,
when the salary was anything but tempting. charliﬁ
Ma&ﬂeill, John's brother, ﬁas honorary secretary for a
time, but ﬁuita unable to overteke the wafk,.whiah

expanded from week to week.

While in the Gaelic League office, I began to think
very seriouslé about the lifarary and dthef competitions
organised by the Gireaéhtaa and the Dublin Feis, and,
within a few years, 1iterally “awepthall before me'. I

won the coveted prize for an essay on the Influence of

the Irisy on European Civilisation; one for a Social
History of Ireland till the Flight of fhe Earls; William
O'Brien's prize at the Munstér Feis for an essay on
Bfutherﬁood-émnng Irish Hatianaiista; the "Freeman's"

ten-guinea gold medals two years in aucceasién; guld.

~medals for original poetry, and valuable prizes for pieces

suitable for recitation, collections of folk-lore and
what not! The result was that I wae invited to become

Irish editor of the PFreeman, Irish editor of William
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0'Brien's Free Preés, Irish editor of the Irish Packet;

and M.H. Gill & Son$ asked me to edit an Irish Reciter for

" the firm. S0 I gladly resigned -my position in the Gaelic

League; and, wﬁile giving adequate attention to this new
ﬁcurnalistie and other work, I was able to devote three
hours a day for three years ~ sirictly as a labour of
love - to the compilation of the Dinneen Irish Dictionary

in the libraries of Trinity College and the Roysl Irish.

Academy. Meanwhile, we established the Keating Branch
which certainly brought a new soul into the Gaelic Leégue;
and not only was I able to conduct Irish diaases therefbut,
simultaneously, I had Irish classeslin two leading Dublin

convents and in a léading college outside the city; We

also established Banba, an exclusively Irish magazine.

"R.d. G'mu;renan, my predecessor in the Freeman,; was
their agricultural expert also. He had been educated on
the Continent, and he told me he spoke thirteen languages.
He was a very refined man, I remember he had a
Stradivarius violiﬁ, and don't know what became of it.

He left his magnificent library to the Gaelic League; but

~ the League did not appreciate it. The books were

scattered ,and the library broken up, so that I am afraid -

there 1s scarcely a trace of it now.

I severed my connection with the Preeman under
circumstances which reflected little credit on persons in
high places in the Gaelic League, just as I had left the

Gaelic League under circumstances which were not to their

credit either. Acht, fdpaimis sidd mar ﬁté sé.
Fortunately, I had no sooner left the Freeman than the

M.H. Gill firm invited me to become their travelling
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representative all over "the three Kingdoms", a post I
found most interesting, until recalled to edit the Catholic
Bulletin, founded January, 1911. I was, however, glad- to

be back again to resume contact with the Gaelic atmosphere
I cherished, -and give:. more paternal attention to my

children now beginning to loock around them.

There is no doubt that the Rising could ﬁot have
been brought off without the Gaelic League. John MacNeill
would never have been chosen for the post he filled only
for his association with the Gaelic League. The Keating

Branch was the mainspring of the organisation, although
the Central Branch was the first established. It was the
Eeating Branch that made the Haticnaliatlmavemant a going
concern in the full sense. The Branch had rooms near

Findlater's church where the Christain Brother' Past

Pupils Union now are. We used to have music énd dancing

after classes and on Sunday nights, and that brought
growing crowds. A lot of the prominent people associszted

with the Rising were members there.

I was one of the founders of the Keating Branch,
with Tadhg 0'Donoghue, Richard Fﬂléy and Sedn Q'Keeffe.
We had a big inaugural meeting in the Gresham Hotel and,
after that, it went on by leaps énd bounds. It is well
that you should know the reél atmosphere at the time.
The Central Branch people were exceedingly Irish; they

thought of nothing but Irish; never of dancing or anything

like that, so that young people began to say the place was

ﬁqll, likelgaing to a wake . Personally, I have nothing
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but praise for the consistent devotion of the Central

Branch to the language.

It was after I left the Gaelic League office that
the Keating Branch was established - not with any high
hope that it would develop as it did. We got some
excellent members from the very outset. Our first

President was Tim Harrington, the Irish-speaking Lord

Mayor. I was one of the four ?ice-?reaiﬂents; two others

were T.D. Sullivan, ex-Lord Mayor, and Dr. Denis Coffey.
The latter, whom we all held in esteem, gave us some very
nice lectures on architecture and kindred subjects; We
had some other very fine lectures in the Branch too: Fr.
Charlie Brennan, Fr. Pat McSwaeﬁey, editor of the "Irigh
Ecclesiastical Record", Fr. Dinneen, Fr. John U'Railly and

"Conall Cearnach" among the lecturers. Fr. John was a

éanuine Gael whose tongue and pen were equally keen. He
could not tolerate anything he thought insincere, or had
an ulterior motive. Cther pfﬁminant members were T.D.
Sullivan's daughteré, Fanny, Josephine, and Alice who sﬁnn
entered a convent. Mérgaret Sheehj and Glive_Barry, two
nieces of Lord Mayor McCoy, were on our Committee also .

liiss Sheehy used to recite, Miss Barry to sing as well as .

,Tecite, 80 they became great favourites at our enteértainment:

.We had many other influential, self-respecting people, and

they were all very courteous anﬁ-sincera. I remember a fine

lecture by Eibh;in Nicholls too. She was drowned soon

afterwards at the Blaskets, and had a striking funeral. A

few days later, her mother came to me with a copy of the
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lecture, and I got Messrs. Gills to publish it. The
subject was nationality in education. That is how we

promoted the spirit of the Gaelic League, and that is how _

Cathal Brugha and men like him were attracte% -to ? f

e 4Tt Cokeral Sranch acd) wese/ watl
the Americans say, he was not a good mixer, and s0 the

Gentral1Branch atmosphere appealed t0 him.

I knew Douglas Hyde quite intimately. Apart from
our close contacts in the Gaelic League, we were fellow-'

druids, and certainly no one relaxed more than An _
Craoibhin at the druids' social gatherings. In time,
however, he showed a strong bias against my national
outlook, and we clﬁahed sharply, although he was at pains
Ito write me very cordially from the United States when he

was on tour there.

Jobhn MacNeill in his early student days must have

worn himself out completely. He was a brilliant student
through the Intermediate Course. The evidence he gave at
the Inquiry into Irish Education bore tﬁe stamp of his
sch@larﬁhip. He go% an appointment in the Four Courts by
cnmpetitive examination; but he undertook too much outside
his office work. Becoming deeply interested in Irish, he
made a great study of it,and gaed to go to Aran on holidays
to improve his hlzs. He Eecame editor of the Gaelic |

Journal and of the Claideamh Soluis, Vice-President and

- 'President of the Gaelic League. While on the League's

governing body, he often corrected proofs of those
Journals during the course of the executive meetings. 1
thipk he jua? spent himself with constant .study and was not

himgelf at all in those later years.
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We felt that the 0'Neills and U'Donnells of the

Forth had the national spirit in their.ﬁlanﬁ, and we felt
confident th;t MacNeill wogld be firm in a national cr%aia,
as he certainly was in the fight for Irish. Eelatively,
English end German were much favoured as against Irish in
the Intermediate system and, with Dr. OiHickey,-thHeill
took up the fight to alter that, as did the whule.natian.'

But his ultimate vacillation on the Boundary question, as

on the whole Republican position, was very disappointing

.%o some of us.

Pearse and Cathal Brugha rarely agreed. Pearse,
who became editor of the Claidheamh Soluis in time,
Euﬁpnrted the Councils Bill and wrote a strong article in
favour of it. Cathal felt very sore, and took him
séverely to task for it. Pearse and MacNeill even went

on & platform in 0'Connell-street with John Redmond to

advocate it. Pearse also took up a peculiar attitude in

the official organ of the League towards compulsory Irish

in the University, so much so that Cathal Brugha had a

special Ard-Fhéis of the Gaelic League summoned to consider
the matter. Stephen Gwynn came as the mouthpiece of the
Irish Party and, as he was ciuaely cannaetedrby family
associations with Trinity College, ﬁﬁe Irish Party took

his view as to;what could be done about Irish in the
University, and about the University's general character,
Gwynn, I should say, would have been an intermediary
between the Irish Party and the British Government. He

joined the Gaelic League, and even became a member of its
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governing body. At that special Ard-Fhéis, he made as
strong a case as he could on behalf of the Irish Party who

did not want essential Irish at al1l. Brugha and Pearse

openly differed on the question. At no time ,indeed ,did I

Imow Cathel to be what one might cﬁll aympathetic towards

Pearse.

Some of the Maynooth men were very active that time.
Dr. O‘'Hickey succeeded Father ('Growney not merely in

Maynocoth, but in the language movement generslly, and may

be sald to have led the educational campaign in' the Gaglie
League on behalf of compulsory Irish, He.had been in
Scatlanﬂ on the mission and had all the resolute ’
e%rnastneaa of the missionary. I remember he wrote %o |me
wheq he was on holidays in Aran, té say that in future he
was to be addressed as O'Hickey. UOp to that, he was Dr.
Hickey. I did not like his earlf attitude towards the
Keating Branch, but that-did ﬁot influence my appreciation
of his general sincarity, or my regret that he had to pay

80 heavy a toll for his devotion to the national language.

Sinn Péin and friendship with Arthur Griffith,

"I was in the Sinn Féin-puliticalrmavement from the
beginning, that is, about 1905. I met Griffith the first
night he turned up at the Celtic Literary Society after
his return from South Africa. I suppose Willie Rooney
brought him over to me.- That was'lgﬂz, a shartltimé
before Willie's death. I generally ' attended "the short

twelve® o'clock Mass at Marlbaruugh—street'ehurch on
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Sundays. Willie Rooney, Arthur Griffith, James Casey who
was secretary to the Oireachtas for twenty years or more -

all the time from the beginning down to his death - myself

-and others used to meet there after Mass. Griffith and I

became such close friends that he often went out of his

way to accompahy me on my way home and discuss national

affairs as his Sinn Féin ideas developed.

At that time when I travelled all round the

country, there were not very many Sinn Péin enthusiasts:

Liam de Réiste of Cork, Michedl § Ceallachdin of Limerick,

Frank Dore of Westport, George Geraghty of Roscommon,

Patrick 0'Growney of Athboy, a brother of Fr. Q'Growney.
Generally, when t?aselling, I met these people. As &
travallar,ﬁafter the second visit to a place, one glmost
felt he was going home when re-visiting it. Cn the way
from the station even, you always met friends, some |

through business, some for other rgaaona.'

I made occasional but slight contributions to the
Sinn Féin paper, for I was then too deeply interaated in

Irish, and there was very little Irish in it, the space
being very limited. It was a whole-time job for

Griffith, who had an editorial aptitude for linking up the

shorte: contributions,and making the page appear to be all

the work of the same hand.

0f course, Griffith and Sinn Féin, though getting
considerable publicity through the Sinn Féin weekly, hed

not established themselves as a national entity at all.
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After some years, he got EBdward Martin and John Sweetman

to identify themselves with him, and he flirted for a
while with William O0'Brien, Sir Thomas Esmonde, even

Willie Redmond, so tﬁere was little if any progress.. If
we except its 1917 ﬁqnvention, the first tige Sinn Féin
sought to become a truly national organisation - an
educative body to expound and advance the ﬁatinnal
pogition - ﬁas years aftef the Treaty split. When going
over my papers last evening, I came across a pamphlet of

about sixty-four pages, entitled The Robbery of Ireland

and the Remedy.. That was my first presidential address

-

to Sinn Féin. I had been giving the matter much thought

all my life, and.talking on it all round the world for
twenty years, so I felt it my duty now, as President of

éinn FPéin, to set out the whole economic and financisl
pogition as far as time permitted. If jou care to see
that pamphlet, I can lend it to youw, but only lend it, as
it is long out of prinf. I don't know if it is of much
interest now eicept to show that it was only then I woke
up to the fact that Sinn Féin was only a paper organissation
except when we used it for an election campaign. I did
not become President of Sinn Féin until my return from
America - 1926 @+1927, I think. Griffith's organisation
had no real influence. Péaple would not have.rallied to
it at all if Arthur Griffith had continued to rule it.

He never wanted E.Republic, he wanted a kingdom - wherever
the king was to come from! William QO'Brien, the Labour

leader sensed that early. We were at some composite

conference in Dublin, and Griffith found an early
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opportunity to bring the Henunciation Act under discussion.

As we left the meeting, William (O'Brien said to me: "Here

is Arthur sagain back to the King, Lords and Commons".

I think it was very easy for any man of substance

to get Griffith's ear. By people of substance, I mean

men like Martin Fitzgerald, the wine merchant. He was a

greal racing man, and he thought it an event of some
importance to bring Arthur to meet the Ameriecan, Boss Croker
Cathal Brugha would have no use for such men, nor would I.
At once, I would feel in some way culpable. They all had
Griffith,. I don't think I am doing him an injustice in
saying that. But in 1917 the organisation was taken out

of his hands. It was taken out of his hands, for good 5r
i1ll, by a man who loathed limelight, and that was Cathal
Brugha. It was unfortunate the C%thal was so rétiring,
except whén there was fighting, whether the arms were the

sword or the pen, the tongue or the will.

I had hgen in-the Keating Branch for a number of

_ yearé. Then while representing Gills', I had to move all
over Englahd. Scotland and Ireianﬂ for close on a decade
as their business traveller. Sometimes, I would make
four journeys a year. When I wentlte England I generslly
spent six weekg there. There was this advantage about
the work: "I became very familiar with all parts of
Ireland and with great part of England. and Scotland -
especially with the Irish element in those latter countries.
I would have samples of our publications and other goods,
and would be looking for orders often at the reposi tories

which were usually to be found beside the Catholic churches’
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in the slum areas of places like Birmingham, Sheffield,
Hawc%stleuan-Tyne, Glasgow, Manchester, Liverpool.
Sometimes I had to go to the houses of the Orders and to
the convents. In Abercrombie-street, Glasgow, I used to
meet Canon Pitzgerald who was a thirciveen man; in
Spfingburn, Fr. John Lynch from the same place; at St.
Andrew's Cathedral, Fr., David Barry; at Coatbridge, Fr.
Christie Hillie. It was similar in Liverpoal'and other
centres: Ganﬁn Lynch, Pr. Sheehan, Ff. Courtney - all
Eerry, andlall since called to their_reward. I generally
spenf'my week-ends in the libraries - from Edinburgh t&
Preston - for, by request of the promoters, I was still
involved in Irish literary competitions, at home and
abroad, from Kilkenny to Springfield, Mass., and thus were

my lives of St. Brendan and Fr. Mathew writfen.

While travelling for Gills', I lost my intimate
association with the Keating Branch, and ceased to be
President. I resigﬁed because I could not attend to it.
You can understand its spirit when a man like Cathal
Brugha became President of it soon after me, and remasined

80 till the day of his death. Cathal, who was a

 traveller himself; used to cover Ireland only. I met him

frequently in the course of my rounds, and we often had
nights together when we had finished our day's work. .We .

were always very close friends. He had a wonderful

knowledge of Irish, and could at a moment's notice make a

wonderful Irish speech. ‘He put his national daty to
Speak Irish before every other responsibility. 30 he set

his teeth, and mastered it thoroughly in a very short time.,-
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Editorship of the Catholic Bulletin.

I left "the road" to start the Catholic Bulletin at

the end of 1910. Michael Gill, who died soon afterwards,

"determined that I should edit a monthly magazine. It was

entirelyllitarary at first, dealing largely with Catholic
publications; but people kept writing in to inquire: "Why
don't you have an editorial with a punch in it?" Thes;
1et£ers were submitted to me1when I returned fr;m holidays
the second year. It was in October, 1912, I remember -
the month of the Rosary. S0 I went out to Howth one
Sunday eveniné and, on my return, sat down and wrote off

an article as an editorisl. It was found to have a wide

appeal, and so marked the beginning of a new orientation

for the magazine, then almost two years in existence.

Michaeel Gill died in 1913. He had been in Chicago at the
Exhibition, and was not getting better health. So he was
ordered to the Continent. There he wrote a number of very
interesting articles for the Bulletin and other Catholic

Journals, but passed away quite unexpectedly. He was not

married, and his dagth was a national loss, for he was a

patriot of splendid impulses,

For the purposes of the Bureau of Military History,
there could ﬁe no more useful sources of information than
the numbers of the Catholic Bulletin from the founding of
the Irish Volunteers until the deﬁate on the Articles of
Agreement for a Treaty. As editor, I went to the greatest
trouble to get details from persons who had themselves

taken part in the Rising at the different posts in the city,

L
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and I had them carefully checked to ensure that they were
correct in every detail, so that the Castle authorities

could not accuse us of exaggeration or misrepresentation.
You should consult the bound volumes for articles by Fr.
John Flanegan, who wrote anonymously, Elizabeth O'Farrell,

«Julia Grennan and others.

When I ceased travelling, I again became keenly
interested in the Gaelic League.” I attended the Ard-
Fheia, the Kegating Branch and the various functions;
delivered lectures in Dublin, Lonﬂoﬁ, Manchester and other
places, and took part in all the principal activities, as
far as tinme ;ermitted. Through the national crisis,
1916-1921, the direction of the League fell largely on me;
for John MacNeill, though President for portion of that
time, lived 1little in ﬁublin, and I was successively Vice-

President and President, resident in Dublin.

The Volunteers.

I was not in Dublin the night the Volunteers were

formed in the Rotunda Rink; I was in Kerry. On returning,
Iﬁjoined the new body, and, soon éfterwards, waa asked to
deliver the oration on the ninth centenary of the Battle
of Glnptarf. Patrick Peaise, who had just returned from
New York, seconded the vote of thanks, and that was the
Pirst time I saw the military side of his character. The

spirit of the meeting was all that could be desired. Fr.

‘Fullerton, speaking for the North, aroused the enthusiasm

* of the whole audience when he thanked God that he had lived

to see such a demonstration in Dublin agaiﬁat the
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ramshackle 0ld British Empire.

-I daresay it was Pearse proposed John MacNeill as
visihlé head of the Volunteers. Denny McCullough, Dr.
Mc?artén or Bulmer Hobson, in whom at that time there was
confidence, migﬁt have sﬁggested it, but I fancy Tom |
Clarke would have to 0.K. the proposal. MacNeill was
lecturer in Maynooth, and his uncle, Dr. MQcAuley, was or
had been Preaide;t of the College; so it may have been

felt that the appointment of MacNeill would help to shield

‘the Volunteers, and draw the teeth, so to speak, of the

ecclesiastical opposition which was feared.

Griffith and myself were in the same company of
Volunteers,which drilled beside Richmond Road, Fairview.
Kerrigan, an ex-army man, was our drill instructcr. He
was a hrotﬁer of the Abbey actor, and I ﬁnew the family
fairly well. I attended drill pretty regularly for a

Year and a half, as did Griffith.

I attended two Volunteer Conventions at the Abbey
Theatre. At the first,,I was a delegate for my native

Iveragh, and I was delegate for "G" Company, 2nd Battalion,

at the second Convention, which was held after the-
Volunteer split. Before the split, J.P. Gaynor - a

Belfastman educated at St. Malachy's College with MacNeill,

and editor of the Evening Telegraph for a time - presided

at a meeting at Claude Road, Drumcondra, to form a new
company of Volunteers, at which he and MacHeill were the

Principal speakers. Gaynor created a better impression
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than MaclNeill. Many residents of Glasnevin, like myself,

joined the new company for convenience.

When the split came soon after, a majority of the
new company followed Gaynor intc the National Volunteers
who continued to meet in Claude Road, while we of the Irish

Volunteers met thereafter in Ryan's Hsll, Glasnevin. To

Ryan's Hall, Captain Monteith came, and lectured us dn
signalling. - I attended haslf-a-dozen of his lectures, as
did Paul Galligan and Paddy Walsh, so popular as &
footballer in Cork and Dublin. DickIMacﬁea, a compositor
at Gill's, also attended the signglling lectures. He
.s%grted there as a despatch clerk, and his desk adjoined
the printing department. DBeing a nice young fellow, we

took a personal interest in him, and led him into the

printing to become a compositor. I knew his uncle, the

popular stationmaster at the Point, Valéntia Harbour, and
thus came to know the family pretty well. A few moments

after the shooting of Sean Treacy in Talbot-street, Dick

MacKee passed hurriedly through my office in Gills, without

noticing or speaking to anybody, beyond a nod to myself.

He was visibly upset, and little wonder, for it proved the

writing on the wall for himself._

Casement.

Yes, I knew Casement. He used ﬁo come into Gills',

was keenly interested in Irish, and anxious to get &
command of it. He used to get a lad in Gills', named
O'Flaherty, to take long walks with him for practice in

conversation. Casement used to dine at Dr. Sigerson's on
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Sunday night from time to time. Agnes Q'Farrelly, HNary

Hayden and others were often there. My brother-in-law,

who was a very old friend of Dr. Sigerson, met Casement
there several times. He t0ld me Casement came one night,
énd brought one of Parnell's two daughters, thinking it
would be partiﬁularly appropriate, as my brother-in-law
happened to have been Chairman of ‘the Parnell Committee in

London and the only priest who attended Parnell's funeral.

They were all anxzious to be courteous to the daughter of

“the Chief, but the situation was manifestly awkward.

Casement did not seem to know the full details'of the

Parnell affair, and thought he was doing a great thing in
bringing along Parnell's daughter. I had no close
personal contacts with him. When in America later, I

became pretty intimate with Dr. Maloney who wrote the

brilliant book about the forged Casement diaries. He was

" & well=known doctor in New York, and waa.attacﬁed to one

of the hospitals patronised by the Carmelite Fathers.

I met a member of Casement's Irish Brigade who
contributed a series of articles to the Catholic Bulletin.
His position was not easy to understand. Fir;t, he waﬁ
Micheﬁl MacEochaidh, and his people belonged to Coolgreany,
Wexford. Then it turned dut his mother's name was Boyle,
and there was a hint that she was a ccuain of Boyle '
O'Reilly, so he soon became Michedl Boyle 0'Reilly
MacEochaidh. He had little education, but torrents of
eloguence. His story of the Casement Brigade called for
drastic overhauling. It is all in the Bulletin, and I
may be able to lend it to you. He was in Dublin when the

articles appeared; and had been in Germany till then.
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He was married and had three children. -Dn the first

‘night, he turned up at a meeting of Sinn Péin, where I was

giving a lecture. He was well;dressed; spoke, of course,
and went on talking until, eventually, J had to go away.
Like many another refugee, he had to finish up by disclqsing
the helpless position of himself and his care, and the
audience responded as Irish audiences, I hope, always will.

Soon he was fortunate enough to get into the Registry of

~ Deeds, and he had a really good appointment there. But

it could not hold the eloguent unit of the Wild Geese.
One morning there was a knock at my door, and who should
appear but my old friend Tadhg.Murphy. "Have you any
news of MacEochaidh?", he asked. "His wife has been
around for the past few weeks, and fhere is no trace of

him", We could do nothing but laugh, and laugh. I

never heard what became of him afterwards.

Prau Grabisch came over from Germany about the same
time. She was well known in Dublin. I heard a good
deal of her, and came to like her less and less. She
could not find in her vocabulary words denunciatory enough
to describe the Irish.Brigade - those who had any liberty

in Berlin. She was always attacking them. Ultimately,

I kept out of her way, because I did not see, even if what
she said were true, why she should keep harping on it: in
fact, she often seemed to have hardly any other subject of

conversation.

Illness.

In October, 1915, I gof typhoid fever, and was laid

up for a long period, going for convalescence to Derrynane -
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where I had to spend the Christmas festival. S0 for almost
nine months before the Rising, I had no drilling with the ..
Volunteers. Dgapite warnings from the firm, I returned to
‘work in February, 1916. The Gaelic League waslverylactive
running Irish plays, and the Keating Branch was staging. one
for some urgent nationsal purpose; so I wes pressed to take
part in it, although nearing forty-five. Fionén Lynch,
Gearoid 0'Sullivan, Diarmuid D'Hegartj, Froingias
0'Sullivan, Kathleen Woulfe, Miss Dixon - now a Sacred
 Heart nun - and Miss 0'Connell - now a nun also,in the

Presentation Convent, Killarney ~ were == taking part in

ith. *Mias O'Connell, I remember, spoke Irish begutifully.

Gills', as stated, had warned me not to report for
work until I was fully recovered, but I could not keep

away. I came back too soon, and carried on the rehearsals

with the others. One day in the office, as I went

downstairs to the machine-room, I got a dizziness, and fell
down the iron-plated stairs, banging my head on tae metal,
step after step. I fglt battered about the neck and ears,

and very sore about the shoulders, but came to work the
following day when I should have stayed in bed, and found,
on going home the second evening, that I had developed

shingles which incapacitated me for months and so kept me

out of the Rising.

ican mon 0 e VYolunteers.

On the day I fell down ‘the stairs - I am inclined to
think it was Tuesday or Wednesday of Holy Waek - I had a

visit in the office from John MacNeill. I was rather sick,
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as will be understood, but did not want to let anybody see

it. MacNeill came into my office, and told me

confidentially that Archbishop b'ﬂannell of Boston had

sent a substantial sum of money to the Archbishop of

Dublin for the Volunteer cause. Archbighop Walsh asked
John MacNeill, who was a close personal friend of his, to

call for it. MacNeill went quietly to Drumcondra, and

got the money; but when he got back to the gate, he found .

detectives waiting for him. They probably were on the

tram going to Drumcondra with him also, but he did not

‘gsuspect them. He felt quite disturbed on ealling to me.

Having the money, he felt uneasy, and came in to me to

see what he could do with it. "I would like to give you

-

the custody of it", he said, "and Mrs. MaclNeill will come

round here tomorrow for it". I took the money from him,

and arranged in his presence to have it placed in the

safe. I said, "Now, if you want to gvoid the detectives®,

you can go out by the back, and drop them entirely". S50
I showed him out that way. In due course, Mrs, MacNeill

called with a friend and took the money away.

The remittance was for the Volunteers. 0f course,
they had become praminent by then. The Archbishop of

Boston knew thére was conflict between the respective
followers of Redmond and MacNeill, and he probably said to
himself: "The best thing I can do is to send the money to
the Archbishop of Dublin". Something like %nat seemed to
have happened. ﬁhat it-actually was is not material now.
There had been a big Convention in Philadelphia, attended

by Cardinal Gibboms and Archbishop O'Connell who identified

e
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himgelf with Judge Cohalan. I used to get American

paperé containing speeches by important men all over the

United States. A friend in the Post Office passed me in

the Gaelic-American every week, and so passed me the issue

describing this particular Irish Race Convention. So I

tranaferred the whole report to the Catholic Bulletin for

" the May number; but, the Rising Eeing followed by martial

law, we had to abandon the publication of it.

Some time previous to this, I met Sedn T. QO'Kelly
immediately on his return from New Ybfk, where he had been
about funds for the organisation. He told me he had just

been to a city bank, to which some thousands of pounds had

been sent from America, and he desired to take the money

to Tom Clarke -~ in gold. "I would like to take the money

away", he said confidently to the bank manager. The
managar laughed and asked, "How are you going to take it
away?" "In this bag", saié Sefn T. . The manager showed
it would not be feaaiﬁle, and laughed him out of

countenance. '

The Rising.

I dia nat know beforehand that there was going to
be a Rising. Although it was probably on Spy Wednesday
that T fell down the stairs in Gills', I came to work on
Holy Thursday, and I came to the nffice.on Good Friday
too. The shop portion of Gills® was closedl on {iuud
Friday, but the printing department, where I wanted to see

somebody, rem?ined open. I met Fionén Lynch on the way.
He geemed very much upset, but he did not say why.

Though really ill, I had to go out on Saturday morning

B
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tooc. Seén T. 0'Kelly and myself visited Dr. Donnellan of

the Richmond Asylum about a mental patient who was coming

from Kerry. Seén said on our way back: "I wish it was
midday Monday". Aa far as I recollect, it was Monday he

gaid, not Sunday. I 1ay ill, Sunday and Monday, except

while at Mass, and heard little. Of course, there was

‘commotion and that sort of thing, a lot of people in and

out. The Gaelie Athletie Convention was held in Dublin
on Sunday, and I read in the paper about the countermanding

order, but did not quite realise the motive. On Easter
Monday, in the course of the day, many people passed out
of town: few, of course, would venture in. At that time,

as ever since, we lived in the Glasnevin area. We heard

shooting, and many rumours, some of them a bit wild,

I don't think I got out of bed for ten days. I
remember the first day I came into town, I had to go by a
roundabout way, down Botanic Avenue in the Pairview
direction, passing the bridge near Amiens-street, which was
now occupied by military. The yoﬁng English lieutenant,
who was in charge of a numbe of recruits, gave me a pass,
after he had asked for and written down very slowly my
name and address. I don't think I waﬁ fit to do much
work for a month or so. Lots of people came round to the
house. 1 remember the O'Hanrahan girls called; amnong |

others.

National Aid and Volunteers' Dependants' Fund.

I was not long back at my office when John

Archdeacon Murphy came from Americs. He busied himself
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in getting a representative committee. There was a good
deal of negotiation before théy managed to exclude Lorcan
Sherlock and otﬁer ﬁnpopular persons from the conference
which soon followed. A number of the delegates
represented the old National Aid and from fham we chose
pnly Dr. Matt Russell, Dr. Michael Davitt and Tom Cullen,
as far as I eﬁn recall. P.T. Eeohane and myself with
E:s. Clarke, Mrs, Keﬁt,.Patrick Belton and other mambéra
of the ?olﬁntear_nependents' Fund also attended the

cnnferenbe, which was held in the Gresham Hotel. Mr.

Archdeacon Murphy, who was in the chair, proved himself a
very competent man. At this meeting, a committee was

appointed and & number of treasurers and secretaries chosen.

The general secretary was Fred Allan, who had been
connected with the National Aid, I-think. Thére wafa
other secretaries, but Fred Allan ﬁas the real ascting
secretary at that time. A crowd of sympathisers waited in
the Gresham until the meeting waé over. I think it was
everywhere felt that it was an unbecoming thing that the
dependents of the people who had sacrificed their lives
for their couﬁtry should have to make a direcf appeal for
money, 8o fhat was the first thing righted. Dr. Sigerson,
who was a member of the National Aid, drafted a dignified
appeal. He would not lend himself to anything that would
cast a reflection on the dependents; but we all felt that
there were elements of friction in the situation, and this

meeting was intended to put an end to it.

In this, Mr. Archdeacon Murphy succeeded. He had

come over from America in a representative capacity.
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With him was a man, named Gill, with a similar political
outlook. Archdeacon Murphy was a capable chairman, and

asserted himself as far as neéessary. Sometimes he would

get very firm. I remember Mrs. Gavan Duffy was in the
crowd waiting for the result of the geeting as we came out.
She came over to me. "Ta it all right?", she asked
anxiously. I seid, "Yés", and briefly %cld her the results.
I did not quite understand what the anxiety was about; but
there was that feeling in the air. I was going away for =a

reat and change of air the following day.

Mrs. G'Doherfy was on tﬁis Committee. She was a
great worker, ;:'a‘.l‘lld her husband did a lot of work too. _He
went to America in 1919 and, after some time, sent for his
family. They stayed in Philadelphia for a couple of years.

Joe MeGarrity, who was pretty well established there at the

time, started a paper, The Irish Press; and Seamus
:U'Duherty represented him on it, and did his best in various
ways for the paper. I knew_Mrs. 0'Doherty on our Committee,
and can well remember how earnestly she had worked. She

was also on various sub-committees. I had to work very hard

+ myself on more than one committee also.

Farly in 1917 Michael Collins became paid secretary.

When it came to writing the Report at the close of the

National Aid, I had to do it. The report was published in
the C thal;g Bullgtiﬁ. I daresay the accounts and balance

sheet appeared at the end of that Report.

The Committee then worked very, very amaothly+ We
Lo

co- upted ﬁtg* representatives of the Labour Party on the

Committee - Wi%llam 0'Brien, Tom Farren, Tom McPag;and and
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John Lalor, whom I knew as z champion handball-player at one
time and awuer.of a car at the Brﬂadétone. On one occasion,
a man named Vincent Poole seemed to think that the Citizen
Army section of the dependents were noﬁ getting feair play,
and he came into the committee raoﬁ with a pistol in his
hand. Michael Collins was secretarg at the time, William
O'Brien sprang to his feet and said boldly: "Poole, put
that gun away. I know you and your methods well”, Ehat
practically ended an episode which upset some of the members
for the moment, and was the only unpleasant experience we

hed.

In the autumn of 1916 I went to London to speak at
the inaugural meeting of the Gaelic League there. I took
the opportunity of going down to Reading to visit some of

the prisoners there; and Count Plunkett, theﬁ a deportee at .
Oxford, kindly came up to meet me. Henry Dixon was one of
the prisoners I had arranged in advance to see there. But

I was not allowed to see anyone. After being kept waiting

for two hours, the door opened. I expected Henry Dixon to
walk in; bdut it was the warder that came. "Get out as
quickly as you can', he seid, "unless you preéer to join
your friends here“; But,the éount ﬁnﬂ nyself had a pleasant

couple of hours together before my train left for London.

Deportation to England.

I did not attend any meetings of the National Aid

from February until July or August, 1917, because I was

deported to England on the plea of g German Plot. It was

badly faked, but served for the time as the pretext for our
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deportation. ‘Tom Hﬁccurtain, Terence McSwiney, Sean T.
0'Kelly, Barney Mellowes, Dr. MacCartan, Darrell Figgis and
a whole lot more were rounded up at that time. Some peoplé
said I was arrested because of some severe criticism in the
Bulletin of -John Dillon's speeches. But I don't think that
had anything to do with it. We were in Oxford first. I
arranged to read in the Library there, being sponsored by
Professor Gilbert Murray. For some particﬁlar reason, I

wanted to read the only copy in existence of the gnnals of

Inisfallen. I remember how they looked at me in surprise

when I asked for it. We went to London for the blg Gaelic
League celebrations on St. Patriek;B Day, and returned to
armadd

Oxford on the following day. When we got back, aqr-pnlice
were there in formidable force, and rounded us all up. We
were then taken to Fairford, nearly midway between Oxford
and Gloucester. There we. -were not allowed to go more than
three miles beyond the pustioffiee. | Anywey, I wae not able
to walk much as I had a very sore heel. But I kept working

away while there, writing for the Bulletin and attending to .

other matters.

Actually we were not quite a week in Oxford when they
sent us to Fairford. They did not like to see me in the
Bodleian Library at all, which was quite natural, of course.
When fiyst we went to Oxford, they had made no provision

whatever for us. We stayed for about a week at a hostel

where they used to keep sixty or more of the students.

Count Plunkett, who had been deported to Oxford previously
F
and had rented a house there, gave us the house, having

. s fz“ﬁ?a
réturned home for the Roscommon election.’ %ﬁ stayed in that

house until we went to London, which was the excuse~they gave
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for transferring us to Fairford, where we were held nearly
four monﬁhs. We were éet free the day_after the general
release from Leﬁes. I think Sedn T. 0'Kelly, MacCartan and
Padraig O M4aille had escaped a few days-previously. The
release c-:a.me in the month of Jﬁne, I should say. One 'thing
that helped that was the electiom of Joe MeGuinness for
Longford. Moreover, Eamonn de ?ﬁleré was chosen as

candidate for Clare, and his name publicly announced. They

felt he would be elected, and they considered the best thing

they could do would be to release the lot.

The Clare election was really in progress when the
release was announced. Shortly after that came the Kilkenny
election and W.T. Cosgrave was chosen as candidate. The
English Government then felt the general trend that way, and
they were having a difficult time with the American
Government. They were trying to get the Americans to co-
uperate'fully in the war, and there was z great fight beiﬁg
put up for the Irish prisoners in America. Balfour was out
inlﬂmerica, and Lord Northeliffe was sent out also. Balfour
and the Cecil brothers were the most efficient men the
English had in connection with the Government; and the
Cecils, I'think, were largely responsible for the Truce - to
8ave England's face. Balfour met with such a hostile
receptio£ in Ameri&a that he came home &etgrmined that

something would have to be done, and his Cecil relatives had

exceptional influence in high plaﬁes.

Return to Ireland.

After my release, I renewed my association with the
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National Aid and Volunteer Dependents' Fund, and ultimately,
as already stated, it devolved on me to write the general
Report which was accompanied by a Tinancial atatsment)
showing it to be the most economically organised and
administered fund iﬁ our history. That was in 1918.

Previous to the actual writing of the Report, T spent a

, long time on the preparation of'it, working on sub-

committees and reducing the wide range of details down to
reasonable dimensions. It was evidently about September,

1917, that I began that work. I used not go back to my
office at Gills' after lunch hour. 1Instead I went over

to Donal O'Connor's office in Westmoreland-street. It was

there I prepared that Report.

Three times a delegation came from Louth to ask me

to contest the county in the 1918 Election. It was at
Gills' they usually called,- and I was not there on any of
the thr;e occasions., Eventually they found me at
O'Connor's office. I told them definitely I could not g0
forward, as I had no leaning at all towards ﬁﬁlitical life,
and ‘suggested Joe Dolan. TUltimately, they prevailed on
me to go forward, and I always found them very kind.  But,
while a prisoner at Botanj Bay, I was eihowad out of the
seat to make room for de Valera's new'naminee, Frank Aiken,
when de ?aleré knew well I would not lend myself to his
insidious climb-down from the.Hepuhlic, declared and |
ratified. An adequate Justification, you will admit, of

my dislike from boyhood of sordid politics!

Some time in August, 1917, we had the Oireachtas in -
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Waterford, and were all there. MacNeill was President
of the-Gaelic League that year, having been elected
immediately after his imprisonment. He presided at the
Oireachtas. Tom Ashe was there; all the o0ld Gaels, then
free once more, and we had a wonderful time. After the
Direachtaa,-most of them wenf up to Eilkenny to support
Coagrare,.and he won the election. I went on to Kerry

from Waterford. Later, Cosgrave and myself were.at a

couple of Gaelic League meetings in Kilkenny. He was
then a great student of Irish, and waé very anxious to
m&ke up enough Irish to open his speeches in that
language, for a beginning. He was really a serious

gtudent of Irish at that time.

Congeription.

In May, 1918, about a hundred prominent Sinn
Péiners were arrested. A German Plot was the allegeﬁ
feapun for arresting us in 1917; and it was in connection
with another bogus German Plot this fresh round-up took
Place. 1 escaped arrest. The Conscription figﬁt'was
being taken up at the time: and the arrests, instead of

being a hindrance, as designed, were a great help to the

. enti-conscription movement. Everyone resented the idea

of Conscription. Sinn Féin were earnestly discussing
methods of dealing with the menace. fhat I remember most
vividly about that time was that there should be
simultaneous meetings all over Ireland - in every parish -
on the same Sunday. We had a meeting in Glasnevin, near
the wooden church., . We all spoke very firmly. It took

me about an hour.to get home after {t. Everybody kept
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telling me: "You said at last what should have been said
all along". Jack Cotter spoke similsrly at Iona Road.
The 1anguége we used and the temper of the people were

quite in line with Cathal Brugha's state of mind.

Cathal said he would go to London. His plan was
discussed in the appropriate quartér. Sinn Féin would
deal with the constitutional mapect of it, but there was
naturally a group of people who were concerned about the
military side of it - and Easter, 1916, had steeled the
people in general for anything that might come. I
published all this in my life of Cathal Brugha (in Irish).
A number of men were asked, both in Ireland and Englandt
to go to London; and some in Liverpool, Manchester and
elsewhere agreed to be at Westminster to take part in the

operations. With half-a-dozen bombs, Cathal Brugha was

determined to wipe out the entire British Cabinet, if .

conscription were attempted here. If he could get its
leading members around the table of the House of Commons,

he meant to aim bombs at them from the gallery.

In the spirit of the time, he'waa quite determined
te carry out that plan, and I think it quite possible he
initiated it himself. I don't believe it was discussed
at the Sinn Féin Executive; i was not on the Executive
at the tima.- I was nominated for the Sinn Féin Executive
in 1917; but I openly withdrew my name, becéusa I had too
maﬁy other responsibilities. 1In any case, my experience

on the composite Exectutive in 1917 and earlier was such

that I could easily find something more useful to do.

Cathal tq}d me all about his plan. 0f course, it
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was a very delicate matter while he was alive._ If it had

been mentioned at any time before England gave up her

misrule of Ireland, I suppose he would have been dealt with
on the Epﬂt; ’ My recollection of details is alhit hazy.

I presume that, when conscription was threatened and it
geemed imminent, there was a meeting of what was the
equivalent of the Army Council - whatever body it was! I
was not there.. Cathal called for volunteers to accompany

him to London, and take the Tyrant by the throat at his

headquarters before the press-gangs could reach Ireland.

Cathal called for such volunteers from men whose
names were prominent. They were all present, but none of
them undertook to accompany him, He got two men from
bublin to go as far as he wanted. Some went, as stated,
from Manchester, Liverpool and London, and so he would not

be short of an adequate escort. He went up day after day

to the House of Commons and chose a place where he had
' 1

good elbow-room. The police and everybody helped him as

he entered and left. They seemed to think he was a

wounded soldier back from Flanders, and he told me they did

everything they could to facilitate him.

When Cathal submitted that propossl to a responsible

committee, some of them would probably say it was madness.

For his own sake, I would myself probably try to dissuade

him, had I been there. But you must remember the feeling

of the country at the time - after Maxwell's butcheries -

5

and the determination of everybody to resist the enforcement

of conacriptianf Father -0'Planagan and others.were going
around asking suggestions from people on how to resist it,

He received all sorts of suggestions even from grandmothers,h
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including the use of a fﬂur~Fraqged fork or any other
weapon they might find at hand. The situation looked
serious; things indeed looked quite threatening. Cathal,
no doyht'mhinking it would lead to bloodshed all over
Ireland, convinced himself'that there was only one way t

- _ , Ao . ' '
settle it, and d@=% this was s solution of the gquestion -
how to reasist conscription. This was like the other

challenge he issued later - after the Treaty - to go to

Belfast and fight in defence of the Catholic population.

Cathal was gquite exceptioral, and I would not dream

of looking down on the man wino could not act up to his

standards. For that matter, nmeither would he. At the
same time, he felt he had national duties. TWhen he was in

the South Dublin Union, he did not calculate the danger.

He took no account of death, although he was a most
affectionate type af man and defoted to his wife and
femily. After his déath, John MacNeill paid him a worthy
trihﬁte. - No doubt, he could have got plenty of men here
to go to London; but it was not a matter to be mentioned
openly. Had it lesked out, the plan would be defeated
for a certainty, with the loss of brave lives too. It
would have been discussed among a small confidential
section of the army that would be regarded as treating
everything with the strictest confidence.l It was not
that he thought he would not get-planty of men - because

he would; but he did not get them from among the leaders

of the army. . He told me that Michael Collins and Richard

Mulcahy were among those to whom he addressed his:appeal;

and I got it from other sources too.
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Cathal Brugha was, a leader himself, and he did not

/h.
think there would be very much time necessary in London -
maybe a week or so - as this question of conscription in

Ireland would have to come up promptly. As soon as it was

determineﬁ to apply it to Ireland, that is roughly the time
the plan was to be carried out. I could have that
verified. At the moment, I would not like to trust my
memory entirely. I can't remember now how the
legislation progfasaed, but I%hink he was some months in
London. He weﬁt over in May or June subsequent to the
general round-up of the leaders on the pretext of a bogus
German plot, and came back only in time to tour the Deise
for the Génaral Election. And Waterford elected and re-

elected him - loved him.

During the conscription scare, Jack Rice,~a Corkman

who was for a time editor and art critic of the Independent

and for a long time editor of the Sunday Independent,~ and

myself went every night for a fnrtﬁight around every part
of Glasnevin, taking down details of the state of every
family, its resources, the condition it was in, until we
had a complete record, as regards food and evefything
essential, of the whole area of Glasnevin; and the same
thing was done everywhere elge, in case anythiﬁg should
happen. It shows how different people would react to the
matter when a man like Jack Rice, who was g racifist, went
into it heart and soul. . There is no doubt but that the
conscription menace linked up faith and fatherland in a way

they had not been linked up since the fedération of

‘ A
Kilkenny and the Cromwellian holocausts. -
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Tﬁe feason for enforcing conscription was that,

although Americae had promised to come into the war and were
supposed to be in it, they had not sent over any men up to
that time. They left England undef the impression that
they were coming in for a certainty; but then they were
not ready, they had not.the eéuipment, but were preparing
hard! The British thought it would be easy to enforce
conscription if the leaders_were arrested; the exzcuse they

gave was a German plot!

Yes, I met Dowling in New York. -I have always
taken it that he was sincere. It is very strange if they
thought he was sent over here by Germany or with German
sympathies to start a Rising. I have often wondered how
the English let him off so lightly. He was taken
prisoner in Galway, and brought to London. I suppose he
was in Brixton - or wherever they put Casement and the
others - for a time, but he did not get a severe sentence,

as far as I can recall.

D4il Fireann.

At the general election in December, 1918, I was
elected for Louth. 1In 1919 we set up D&il Bireann. I
was kept pre%ty busy then. During all thatltime and, in
fact, since long before the Rising, Gills' was a clearing
house for everybody connected with the national movement.
Less than half the members were present at the opening
meeting in January, 1919. The othergwer; in gaol. I am
not quite sure when the release came. Pierce MacCenn,
who was in Gloucester gaol, died there; Dick Coleman also

died. I was on the platform at an election meeting in
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Dundalk when the news of Coleman's death came, and it
probably contributed to our success. That was in
December, 1918 - the night before the poll, and it created

a feeling of horror.

Some of the:released prisoners were travelling on
the seme boat that brought the remains of Pierce MacCann,
De Valera had been rescued previously, but he did not come
over until later. He was rescued from Lincoln about the
time of the inauguration of the D&il, which was in
January. Michael Collins and Hérry Boland were not at
the 1ngugural meeting at all, because fhay'ware over in

England in connection with the rescue of de Valera.

Cathal Brugha presided at the opening meeting of
the D&il, and he was appointed President. He was chosen
by the members present, andhramainad in that position
until de Valera came home. We set up a Government at the
very cutset, tenfativelr appointing only about four
Ministers first. catha; Brugha was President and Minister

for Defence. I cannot remember the names of the others
at tﬁe moment, I think Count Flunkatt-waa.appnintad
Minister for Poreign Affaira, and John MacNeill Minister
for Finance; owing f; the entirely inadequate attendance
of députies, any appointments made were strictly pro tem.,
little better than window-drusaing. They wanted to -
nominate Count Plunkett as Chairman - a few of them would
say Speaker, but the general title was Chairman. The
Count would not take it, as he felt he was a bit too old

and was getting rather deaf. Other names were suggested,

among them, that of Seén T. 0'Kelly. When Sedn T. was
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nominated, there was no opposition, and he became Speaker.
Cathal Brugha remained President until de Valera's return

in April, 1919, some time after his releasze from prison.

Cathal went over to England to ensure his return to

Ireland, as de Valera had conveyed his intention of going-

direct to America from England.

When President Wilson was on his way from America

to Paris, he broke the journey in Engiano. They decided
in Doﬁlin to present him with the freedom of the city of
Dublin - to get his good-will at the Peace Conference.

At the Roscommon election in 1917, Count Plunkett had been

olootod as the man for the Peace Conference, and since then

he was definitely known as the ma man.for the Peace Gonforonoo.

Sedn T. 0'Kelly, who was a memhor of tho corporation, and
Lerry O Hoill, then Lord Mayor, went to London to invite
Wilson to Dublin to have the freedom of the city conferred

on him. This was never discuased in the D4il; it was

purely a Corporation matter. President Wilooﬁ would not
meet them at all. Previously he had refused to meet
Judge Cochalan in New York. In any case, the Freemasons

looked after him.

When President Wilson left London, Sedn T. took the
notion that they should follow him.to Pario. 0'Neill did
not share the notion, but Sedn T..thon wano on his own
initiative. After some weeks, it was decided, on the
proposal of Alderman Koliy, that Seédn T. should stay in

Paris. I was convinced at the time, as were others, that

Alderman Tom Kelly's resolution was not put forward on his

own initiative, but was "inspired©, Seén T. had already

-
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intimated, at legat it was conveyed, that he would be
absent for some time. So_iﬁ was decided to appoint a
Chairman. I was in my office in Gills' when Gavan Duffy
reng me up, and said: "Come over, Eceilg, you are wanted
here®, I did not then know that Sedn T. was atili in

Paris. I knew he went there. I answered that T was

very hﬁsy at the moment. Gavan Duffy replied: "Come

over at once. You have been1unanimausly appointed
Chairman of the DAil". And I retorted: "Don't you know

I have already declined that nomination absolutely?"

The inaugural meeting had appointed Cathal Brugha
Fresident, as he presided at that first meeting. It did

not seem to occur to anybody to define the position more
clearly: the Chairman meant the chairman.uf the assembly,
I went over to the DAil at Gaven Duffy's pressing request,
thinking it would be onlﬁ to relieve Seén T. for the

moment. I had already declined to go forward, because I

had too many things on hands; As things turned out, I
gtayed there for a couple of years, and presided at all the
meatinéa of the DAil except a couple at most, Sedn T,
O0'Kelly stayed on in Paris, got sick, went to Rome and
afayed in Rome. He never wrote home to resign.

Incredible though it will seem, he never formally resigned
the positiog of Chairman, although meanwhile fiiling two
most important whole-time posts in Paris and Rome. S0 he
never presided at the DAil untillthe final meeting. of
course, we took it for.granteﬁ that, being away, he was no

longer chairman. In view of what Gavan Duffy had said to
me: "Come over, you have been unanimously elected chairman

here by the D&11", I hardly ever gave it a thought
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afterwards until, on coming to our last meeting of the

First D4il, I foﬁnd Seén T. 0'Kelly actually in the chair.

That was in the autumn of 1921 when we were going
to hand over to the Second D&il. It was a funny situation;
but, in any caée, it did not ﬁatter. My services were
honorary. I never accepted any salary. There were
galaries paid in the Pirst D4il. The Ministers got
salaries, as many as éccepted them - £500 a year, I think.
I suppose I was offered it. I know it never entered my

mind to accept it. Cathal Brugha and I had been working
in the Gaelic League together for long years, and I knew

well that he would not accept a salary either. He had .
his given to Richard Mulcahy who was his Chief of Staff;

end mine, I think, was given to Frank Fahy whom I
nominated to a post in my own ministry.

If the official report says, as you suggest, that
I was appointed Deputy-Speaker, there was some kind of

"tuaiplis" in the matter; and I was in America when these

.

official reports were published by partisans who were never

frienﬂly'to me. You will é% that, on the very face of it,
the thing waﬁld not stand investigation. I am gquite clear
about what happened. Very probably the reason why Gavan
Duffy rang me up to say: "You have been appointed
Chairman of the Dﬁil“, waa-that he kneqlra, first, that I
would not take the pérmanent appointment - I ﬁad already
refused to let my namelgo forward - and, second, that I
would not go in as deputy to Sedn T. 0'Kelly - then, to my

mind, just a boy in a huzry,lﬁll would not lend myself at
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all to that sort of thing. As to what some of those
people say, groups of them had ulterior motives all the
time. There were many who seemed single-minded, there
were others who were not. Why they put a thing like that
in the report, I don't know. 0f course, it was very clear
that I was not taking the post at all. I expected for a
time that Sedn T. would be home. If he was formally
appointed in Paris, and later in Rome, surely we would
bring the world"s contempt on ourselves if we left our
young Parliament without a resident head for two years and
more, This is one of the disillusionments that sometimes
shake my earlier ideals. I can't say who was
responsible for those reports.’ Sedn T. did not preside at
any meetings. I think he went away before tﬂe 1lst
February. He was present at the opening of the Dail;

but I don't think he had sny function at it, except
formally to move the adoption of a statement after Cathal
Brughe had read it from the chair. = Sedn T. could not then

read an Irish statement 1intelligibly.

Important documents - three altogether - were
prepared for the opening meeting. The Address to the Free
Nations of the World was put into Irish and proposed to the
D4il Dby me. I remember that distinctly, because some
years afferwards Willie Flynn, who became Managing Editor

of the "Freeman", met me, put his hand in his pocket, and

‘produced a manuscript. It was the Irish versicn of the

Address to the Free Nations of the World in my hanﬁwriting,
exactly as it had been published in the 'Preeman.  As
regards the Declaration of Independence, I am not now suré
who did the Irish version of it. I don't thiﬁk Beaslai
presented any address to the D4dil; but, like Seén T.,
perhaps formally supported-scmethiﬁg read from the chair.

One of the -addresses was read by Eamonn Duggan, in English; "
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and we wondered hcw_that happéneﬂ. Goﬁnt Plunkett and
Gavan Duffy read two in French, and Gavan Duffy apologised
for his French, which he need nnt.have done. He seemed
gquite equal to the task anyway. I think the Count
presented the Address to the Free Nations of the World in

French.

There were adjourmments from day to day after the
opening of the Ddil. A few meetings were held in the
period between the opening one in January and the session

in April at which de Valera first appeared. e used to

- meet at John O'Mahoney's hotel [Fleming‘s}frequently; at

Alderman Cole's home, Mountjoy Square, and similar places.

When de Valera came over from England, there was a

general re-casting of the Ministries. As there were only
a minurity of the elected members at the opening meeting of
the D&il, we thought it would net be right to appoint
permanent Ministers. If Mulcahy is meﬁtioned in the
official report as being one of these - Minister of
Defence - it seems very odd. Unless Cathal Brugha haé
formally appointed or elected President of the Republic,

I don't see how Mulcahy could have been fitted in there.
As Chief of Staff, Mulcahy in time received a salary from
the DAil. That was Feally Cathal Brugha's own decision.
He said: "I am not taking this", and decided he would get
Ifulcahy (‘.'lll‘}BEljF associated with _him there. In the
beginning, reémember, Ministers' names - for the Ministers'
protection - were not published; and ea}ly "records" -
not published till after the Split - have to be taken with

great reserve.

At the April session, D&il Bireann appointed Count

Plunkett, ‘de ?ale;a and Griffith as delegates to the Peace
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Gonferencé. " As I have already said, the Roscommon
election was fought on the basis that the Count was "the
man for the Peace Conference", and it was on that issue he
was elected. It was 1 wraté to ask him to becume.a
candidate, because it was in my office he was chosen as
candidate by FF' WMichael O'Flanagan and other

representative men from the area. The public reception
that was to be glven to de Valera on his return was

abandoned, as it was proclaimed by General Shaw.

lichael Collins became Minister of Finance in the
de Valera ministry. I remember Frank P. Wa;ah paid a
compliment to him for tﬁﬁlrepcrt he wrote for the DAil
meeting in May at which the American delegates were
present. Every minister had to submit a report. Cathal
Brugha's report was generally verbal as, naturally, he would
not think it wise to put in writing at that time of reckless

enemy raids the operations carried out by the Army.

The I.R.B.
Collins, de Valera, Cathal Brugha and some of the
others were members of the I.R.B. up to0'1916., - In Frongoch,

O

Collins set up a new I.R.B. He and his adherents

constituted the membership of it in Ireland. T believe

de Valera and Brugha had severed their eonﬁeetion with the
organisation sometime after the Rising. Collins - while
he was Minister in the Ddil and had sworn allegiance to it -
was in'the_clnsest cnntaqt and sympathy with the new I.R.B.
In Eomé places, through insidious whispering, people thought
that the I.R.B. was a more authoritative body than the Déil.
as far ag.the national struggle was concerned, and Collins

came to be generally regarded as the head of the . -
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organigation. in'that capacity, he and some of his

Prongoch associafea made contact with as many of the

ieaﬂing men as they could reach as they came home from

gaol,' They got them into the I.R.B. in the belief that

it was the original I.R.B., and that nothing had changed.

Thus, Collins had a secret organisation within the
Army snd even within the D&il. fThe I.R.B. conditions, so
far as I know, were very éxacting; and na-mamber could say
anything about it. I was never a member of it, nor did
anyone try to enlist me. Someone said to me once,
referring ?0 a close friend: "We were next-door
neighbours; we were in the I.ﬁ.B. and neither of us knew
the other was %ﬁ itn. ; always felt it unfortunate that
Collins or anybody else should have conflicting allegiances.
His position in the I.R.B. gave him and his followers an
undue influence hecaﬁse unknown and unsuspected. I don't
think it had any effect on the DAil until the "Treaty"
debates came, but it had a great effect on aleﬁents iﬁ the
Army. Without it, I don't think the Split would ever
have reached the dimensions to which it grew. To my mind,

its secret nature was its most sinister aspect.

The D&il had control over the Army, and I félt that
at any %ime.the Army as a body would respond to ﬁrders from
the Minister for Defence. I remember, when the first

3
delegation came back from London, that Richard Mulcahy as
Chief of Staff was sent for so that he might supplement any
information which the Minister for Defence might think it
necessary to submit. Any of the other military officers
would have responded similarly. S5till the secret

organisation was operating behind the scenes, and the
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effects and extent of this were subsequently seen only too

vividly.

There was no general suspicion of this on the part
of the D4il. There are no words to describe the high

plane on which I and others held the republican struggle
of which we were among the custodians, and the ides of
intrigue would not be entertained by any of our comrades.

Cathal Brugha set out the whole matter in one of his
speeches at the University debate on the Treaty.  We had
ascertained that the new I.R.B. had men at every railway
station to meet the deputies who were cﬂming up to the

debate on the "Treaty", and take them to certain hotels

for ccnferanceé._ In"that way they got a majority. I
feel that there certainly would.hava been a majority for
the Republic otherwise. I am, of course, discussing
affairs relating to a secret society about which I don't

know ‘very much, and with regard to which I must rely on

current information which was generally accepted as well-

founded at the time.

I was present at a D4il meeting after I came back
from America the first time - June, 1922 - and it was a
pretty stormy meating. . I remained in Dublin a couple of

months before returning to America. 'There was friction

which we all deplored; Cathal Brugha and de Valera on

~one side, and Griffith and Collins on the other. It was

Cathal stripped the whole thing to the bone, and I never
heard anyone referring to the I.R.B. in such acathing#terms.
Cathal challenged them to live up to tﬁeir professions.

"There is a crisis up in Belfast", he Eaid.- "The Catholie

citizens are being shot down like flies. I am prepared to
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risk my own life in their rescus. How meny here are
prepared to come with me?" o one ag;eed to go with him.

It was a very asnimated scene.

I don't like to harp back now, and follow the
intrigue that was carried on by the I.R.B. in the D4il.

It would waste time and energy. No doubt about it, there
was intrigue. To show you the way it went on: I became

Minister for the National Language; a post I had neither

- sought nor desired. There was an I1.R.B. group who wanted

to get the appointment for one of themselves by hook or

crook. Gearoid O'Sullivan was particularly active in

that matter. He was very sharp that way, and thought it
a pity that anyone should have.two or three appointments!

The reference was to my appointment as Chairman of the
D4il, and Minister of the Nationel Language. At last I

said: "As a matter of fact, I am not. I am here only

while the Speaker is away - and that at great inconveniencen

Gearoid wanted to get the appointment for one of their
ambitious group; bdut it did not come off, as the proposal
o '

had no backing. They had no support at that time. Later

on, they did organise, and got some unripe fruit at the

expense of the Republic.

Before the delegation went to London, ﬁe had a
general election in 1921. I was appeinted Minister for
Education at that time; but tﬁe intriguérs behind the
Bcenes were building their own castles in the air. I
proposed Eoin ﬁaeﬂeill for the Speakership, and Pédraig 0
Méille seconded. It was carried unanimously, and Macﬂeill

agreed to accept. - The intriguers then got after Mrs.
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0'Callaghan of Limerick, who was efficient and had
influence; and, without consulting me at all, they. induced
her to get up and propose Sceilg for the Deputy-
Chairmanship. There was great respect of Mrs. 0'Callaghan;
s0, she had no sooner proposed me than Gearoid 0'Sullivan,

who was anything but a true friend of mine, got up and

seconded. What they wanted to do was to bottle me up in

.the Vice-Chair and leave the position of Minister for

Education open for some of their ow.

Immediately, de Valera saw what was happening, and
he said to me: "That is entirely outside our scheme. We
have arranged for Brian ('Higgins to have the Vice-Chair.

So the very moment the opportunity arises, you get up and

8gy you were not consulted", I did so, not desiring at
all to be Vice-Chairman. De Valera and Cathal Brugha

together had asked me two or three days in advance whethér

I would undertake the Ministry of Education, and I conaan%ei
In the meantime, the other people went on intriguing. I
don't like to recall that now - it is so petty. =1
probably put it all into some pamphlet. I will look it up,
and send it to you if available. Maybe it was in the Life
of Cathal Brugha I called attention to that move mainly by

a West-Cork group and a few others. Some kind of a post
was made for Ginnell in the re-éhuffling éhat,touk place in

April, 1919,

If a Minister was arrésted and imprisoned, some body
else was appointed to take his place. He was called

substitute-Minister. This happened in the case of Countess

—

Markieviecsz, Joe lleGrath, T think, was put in her place.
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fhat was another appointment about which much could be
said; for at no time was Dublin second to Cork in the.
gquest for office. The Countess had her office not far

from Findlater's church, Iorth PFrederick Street, which

became known as "the Dardanelles". Her staff used to
bomb every militéry lorry that péssed there. She was
probably arrested early in her Ministry of Labour. If
Joe McDonagh was Substitute-Minister of Labour, perhaps

Joe McGrath was rounded up and sent to Ballykinlar: that
could be checked by the recordis. Anyway, Joe McGrath was
transferred from the Belfast Boycott to the Labour Ministry,

as far as my memory serves me.

The D4ail, Sinn Féin and the Army.

fhe Sinn Féin organisation was always referred to
as the constitutional arm of the Republic, and the I.R.A.
as the military arm. They were both working under the
D4ail. Sinn Féin would conduct elections and, as far as
was neceséary, be financed by the D&il which would vote &
grant - as it did in the case of the Pact Election, 1922.
The Dail inaugurated a loan both at home and in America to
carry on the government. It financed the army accordingly.
The response to the loén in America was s¢ generous and
unforeseen that I remember Austin Stack proposed that half-
a-million dollars ﬁe set aside for the Army, so that the
Tighting men would have plenty of funds in the event of a
erisis. That was done. They had not much money in the
beginning, of course. It was largely a voluntary buaineés,
and the DAil had no regular source of income; but they did
£ladly profide funds for the equipment of the Army. They

kept them within limited proportions, however, as they did

-
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not wish to undertake .fina.ncial responsibilities which
might prove beyond them. That is the reason why Cathal
Brugha decided that Richard Mulcahy should get the salary

that he was, himself, entitled to as Minister for Defence.

Mulcahy had lost his appointment in the Post Office, and

‘had got a very bad attack of rheumatism in the crisis.

b

It was very carefully done. Cathal said to
himself: "This is an opportunity of putting something in
the way of Mulcahy". ° So he got him a remunerated military

appointment. But Cathal was still regarded as head of the

Army, as he had been absolutely at the time of the general
election in 1918: in all probability, he would not want

to relax his grip on the Army in the circumstances of the
time. In that position nobody could say no to him.

Things like that, which were decided in relation to the
Army, would never be questioned in the D4il. At the same
time, it was felt that he was the man for the other post -
of Pfesident - after the general election in December. He

came in, and presided as head of the Army, and was accepted

a8 such everywhere until the Split, 1922.

Yes, Cathal would be well aware of everything that
waa.heing done by the Army. Some people say now that,
when they came up from the country, Cathel was not to be
found or, if found, not cummunicati?e.' I know the
responsibility Cathal had; no one knows it better. I
don't think things like the shooting of Detectives Hoey and

Smith would be initiated by him; but the evidence was s0

strongly brought before him that these were ruthless



[ &l

'l.

wud

- 57 -

enemies that he would have sszid: "Well, deal with them".

1 am sure Michael Collins was very energetic in organising

such activities. I was not in a position to observe

) . .
everything he did. But I think people like Beaslai

exaggerated the extent of his activities generally.

It is not correct to say that Cathal Brugha was able
to cycle into his work without fear of arrest by the Black-

and-Tans during that period. He had to go into hidingl—
out in 3Sutton, jhere_he took his family, and different
other placés. I fﬂrgef what name he took, but I have
recorded it somewhere. He used to-dress sometimes as a
parson; and once, in banter, told his wife, when looking

for a house among strangers, that she might say she was a

minister's wife - which she was.

The operations of the Army and the Intelligence

Department, such as the events of Bloody Sunday morning,

would not be dealt with in the D411, which would regard

such things as departmental matters. Before the DAil
would meet, of course, public interest in serious
happenings would have glackened off; and the deputies -
trusted the responsible Minister. Generally he would only
repu?t verbally, for a reason we can easily appreciate;

but I may tell you, as one wﬁo Presided at all these
meetings, that there was no report so enthusiastically
endorsed as Cathal Brugha's; We all had the feeling that
he could not present writteﬁ reports, and we left it at
that, 1T Cathal has been criticised for his reports, it

was because political feeling subsequently became very



in

- 58 -

biassed. 1 daresay I too suffered from the bias; but
anything 1 have said since I came in here is absolutely and
conscientiously the truth, wi thout any wish to colour
anything. Sweetman, or someone like that, would perhaps
make a hostile comment on something done by the Army; but
not much notice was taken of such criticism, as it was felt
by the bulk of the deputies that such incidents, even if
sometimes regrettable, were deemed necessary by the

responsible heads of the Army.

L

Wnen the ambush on a military train took place one
evening at the Cross Guns, Glasnevin, I was on my way home,
knowing nothing about it. Shots ,.were fired, and there was
instant commotion. Everybody ran, and the Black-and-Tans

came along in a few minutes. Whom should I meet cycling

- towards the scene from Glasnevin but Cathal Brugha. "What

is it all about?", he asked. "There are shots all arﬁund",
I replied, "at the train and fr&m it", He said he was
going to meét Mra. Brugha, with whom‘he had an appointment
on the Whitworth Road., The ambush must have been suddenly
decided upon, or he would not have come intc that ares.

The Black-and-Tans were running all round the place - up
the Canal bank, back, and in every direction. I walked
around the road with him, to keep him company, until he
said he would cycle home. I then went home - but a few
hundred yards off - had my tea, and was going out to
another meeting, when Cathal and his wife, both on
bicycles,metme exactly at the scene of the ambush. We did
not delay this time. He went in to his business, it is

true, but not regularly while the crisis was on.

Each Minister was left very much to himself as fo

how he organised his department, There was not much
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cohesion in the circumstances: how could there ba? I

.could have done iittle only that I was appainteﬁ Minis ter

for the. National Language when the Gaelic League was in

its very heyday, and closely connected with all the country
aeminariés and such institutinns. Being President, I was
able.tu convert the Gaelic League intc a Ministry of
Education without expense. G;Egrave got a considerable -

sum of money for the Department of Local Government.. I

forget how much, but it was a substantial sum. There was
money for the Army, which the D4il would not question.
Cathal just mentioned the sum as the need arose, but would

not put it in the documents for fear of a raid and that the

enemy might thus get vital information.

dn one occasion -I think it was at a D4il meeting -
Michael Collins aa;d something unbgcoming ﬁbaut Austin
Stack's depar#ment, one of those statements he was quite
capable of making after a late night. It was something in
the nature of a reproach. He seemed to think Stack was a
timid tygz of man that he could overawe. But Stack
promptly put him in his place, and showed himself & man not

to be trifled-with. He had great courage, as was proved

in his fight-in the Belfast prison. Yet he was very
gentle, as was Cathal Brugha. |

The Déil met pretty regulafly, I should say, every
three months, for three or four days at & time. It meant
bringing people from fhe country. Some were prepared to
come at their an expense, and many of them did. There

was the quesation of_finding expenses for others, and, as
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there were many demands on the DAil's resources, there

would not be many meetings.

At the May, 1919, session in the Mansion House, the
American delegates, Measfﬁ. Walsh, Ryan and Dunne, attended
a meeting, and esddressed the DAil. COne day theré was a
raid. I think the detectives were looking for some people
who got out at the back of the building. But it 4id not
interfere with the meeting. I presided; but, having some
family illness, went home immediately, without joining the
deputies who went into the room where the big picture of -
the D4il was taken. Anyway, I was never enamoured of the
camera and could tell humorous stories of how I evaded it

in Liverpool, St. Paul, Melbourne and other centres.

Harry Boland took Frank Walsh to Westport in a car.
I met them at Trinity College gate, as they set out for
Westport and Roscommon. Walsh'a-peopla belonged to
Westport; so they pressed me to accompany them, but I

declined. When they arrived there, they found the town

surrounded by barbed wire, and had great diffiaultj in

entering it. Harry went to America soon afterwards. T
feel inclined to say he went to pave the way for de Valera,
with whom he ha@ been a good deal in touch. He had been
over to release him from prison, and he and Micheel Géllinﬂ
mwust have been told what de Valera had in his mind. Long
afterwards, I laughed when I found that Harry, 1like Michael
Collins, was in close touch with Cope. When I waes going
to America, Harry Boland came to me with a passport, saying:

"I have been speaking to Your friend Cope, and he said:
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"This is for my friend, Sceilg'.". It was just after the
Split; and I had never met thé ﬁan; had, in fact, declined
to meet him. Neither Harry ﬁolana's going to America nor
de Valera's was discussed in the D4il’ iﬁef had to go "by

the underground route". De Valera, of course, informed

the Cabinet before he went out, and they agreed. It was

not about the Loan he went. The reason would have been

-

best known to himself.

The American Situation. ) '

McCartan and Boland might have besen busy about the
loan in time. - Diarmuid@ Lynch, on returning to Amerieca,
fell entirely into the hands of Cohalan - at least,
resumed his old association with the Cohalan-Devoy group.
Dr. MacCartan had been out previously, and waé a close

friend of Joe MacGﬁirity, Philadelphia. Between
MacGarrity and Luke Dillon of Philadelphia on the one

-pand. and Judge Cohalan and John Devoy of New York on the
other, serious friction had arisen before de Valera went

out. It was not of de Valera's making. James ('lMearsa

" went out later about the Loan. He was a generous friend

6f the Sinn Féin movement and gave it big sums of money.
When the guestion of excess profits arose, he came in with-
a subscription of £500, which seemed very big then. He

was very single-minded and sincere, and had no ‘axe to grind.
In America, he eonceiVeﬁ the most awful dislike of de Valere
and had no words strong enough to denounce him, He met me
in Stephen's Green one moraing, when the meatinéﬂ on the

Ireaty were in progress in University buildings, and. walked -
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with.me as far as the Uni#e?sity gates. Evidently he
felt confident he could get me to oppose de Valera, end so
support the Articles of Agreement for a Treaty; but,
thougﬁ I deciineﬁ, we remained good-friends to the very
end. I preferred him much to his brother, Stephen, who

succeeded him as trustee.

¥While de.?;lera was iq America, he sent reports of
his progress to the D4il, thrnugh Arthur Griffith who was
Substitute President: that was the fixed official title.
From the outset, de Valera kept closer to MacGarrity on
account, I suppose, of Buland's-and HMacCartan's
asgociation with him. MacGarrity came over on a visit

about the time of the Treaty debates. He turned up after
a Party meeting at which I had just presided: +that was
the first time I had met him, and we never became cordisal
friends - because I would not be exploited. All the
Envoys - MacCartan, Boland, de Valera - were a bit
immature for the responsible roles they had to fill, ;nd
very easily exploited. Of course, it would be an insult
to suggest it then; ﬂut they were so, in fact. Cohalan,
on the contrary, was a.truly able man, very competent and
very well established. Devoy all but worshipped him;
and their organisation extended all over the place. Judge
Cohalan was a brother of Surrngafe John P. Cchalan, and
his wife was a Miss O'Leary. They had great influence in

America.

Yes, it struck me as very singular that de Valera

should declare for the Platt amendment - the Cuban plan:

- it struck us all as somewhat inexplioable. How that was
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put into his ears, I don't know. : Somebody must have got
after him. I am afrai& it came from the Cope side - from
the British Minister in Washington perhaps. When the
suggesation came to the ﬂéil, there was no disagreement,
but certainly no arﬁnur.for it. No matter what de Valera
did - in the circumstances of the time - we would uphold

him. It was only on that basis the Platt amendment

suggestion was not repudiated; but it was soon ignored
anyway. While de Valera was in America, he and Collins
came to be a good deal in touch with each other, though

de Valera did not seem a man who would let anybody get
very close to him before going out. For a time, Collins,

indeed, seemed almost in charge of the correspondence, and
some of us began to suspect that the Lloyd George machine
was operating here. I am not likely ever to investigate

the thing now.

The line to go on would be to try and trace Cope's
first meeting with Collins, and follow it down. Cope was _
sent conmm ﬁgre specially for that work. It was very freel;
8aid - and I believe it to be true - %hat Lloyd George was
fullj aware that de Valera was returning ts Ireland at the
Christmas of 1920, and that, of course, would have been
'arrapged by Cope and Collins. The details would have Dbeen
kept probebly from Cathal Brugha's know;edge, because
Cathal had not a fibre in his being for that sort of thing.
He would have nothing to do with it. It would just drive
him mad. The Collins group got terribly upset by the
Resolution of the Galway County Council and Fr. O'Flanagan's

telegram to Lloyd George. I never saw Collins more
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annoyed, and some of his friends were seething. -mhat is
one of thé things that come back to me. The reason was
that it was breaking into his own negotiations with L}oyd
George. You may take it that Collins was in close
negotiation with Lloyd George, through Lloyd George's

agents at that time.

Another thing that occurs to me is that Archbishop
Glﬁne'diﬂ not come over until the day after Collins
accepted the appointment as Subatipﬁte-Preai&ant. When
Griffith was arrested - this was well before de Valera

came back - it devolved on me to preside at meetings of

the Cabinet until a substitute was appointed. Griffith
sent out a le%ter from Mountjoy byLHoyk, the seolicitor,
suggesting Cathal Brugha as his substitute. If Brugha
refused, Stack was to take it on; failing him, Michael
Collins was to act. I was in the chair when the iétter
was read by Diramuid O'Hegarty. Brugha or Stack would not
act, but Collins consented; and Dorothy McArdle has a most
misleading accoupt of it. He waé hardly twenty-four hours

in harness when the New York Gaelic-American had a full-

page photograph of Ireland's new fighting chief. Had I
# . )

tiﬁ%,rl could easily trace all those developments. But

then I have no heart for that kind of thing. I am quite

sure- you will look upon it as I do. If you investigated

it, and found something unworthy of the period, you would

rather not have found it.

The selection of Archbishop Clune and the sending of
him here looked very fishy to me also. It was not

accidental; it was being hatched for.a good while. The



- 65 -

me%e fact that they would sené Dr. Clune to Mcuntjcy
prison to see Griffith is suspicious. Cope had been
vigsiting Griffith, and he would, no doubt, exonerate his
employers and the Imperial Govermment by throwing all the
blamé on the Castle, ané Griffith would get sn opportunity
of sending that informaticn.out to Collins, and to others,
especially the gullible. The investigation of all that
would be wvery éickening. I got plenty of revmlting echoes

of it even in Mountjoy.

Cope went to see Canon Dudley.two or three times at
his presbytery in Glasnevin. Next, a priest from Blackrock
) [ T
became involved in the thing - and 5ir James O'Connor, and -
a whole lot more. Cope told Canon Dudley and the other
priest that he wanted me to meet Smuts, Sir Henry

" Bellingham and others whose names I cannot recall. They

hoped to get me into this business, use me for an
instrument of negotiation, and create confusion. Then, of
course, I would be attacked as Fr. G'Flanaéan WaS. In
fact, I was so attacked by the whispering_gallsry. Some
time later, at least, another Australian prelate told me
that, to his astoniahment,lﬂrchbishup Glpne had asked

himself whether he knew me to be a practising Catholic.

It was Sir James O'Connor's sister, Mrs. Maud Walah,
who tried to betray Austin Stack. I think I put something
about that into my pamphlet on Austin. He stated the
details fully and publicly at a meeting of the D&il, and he
Stated the case more fully to myself. I think a letter to
the Gaétle was intercepted. I think also she introduced

herself to him and got into conversation with him &s he came
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dut of Marlborough-Street pro—cathedral. He did not know

her. Then. ghe wantg& to meet him again at the Gresham
Hotel - to contact Cope. In any case, hé was not to be
caught by chaff. It was about the same time Judge
0'Connor got after Fr. 0'Flanagan and put him in touch
with Lloyd George.  O'Connor was a sinister figure. He
wrote‘a History of Ireland afterwards, which waé just
terrible. He was an unworthy tyﬁe of intriguer,who went
so far as to contact the bishop of Elphin in referénce to

Fr. O'Flanagan's case.

I knew all about Mrs. Llewelyn Davies f?om London
friends. I would not at all agree that it was she who
approached AuﬂtinIStaek coming out of Marlborough-Street
cathedral. It was Mrs. Maud Walsh. They were two
different types of women. Rarlier, Mrs. Davies lived in °
Donegal a good deal. | We knew well she was very intimate
with many people - among them, Michael Collins. I don't
think I ever introduced her name into anything I wrote.

e did not care about her. She was a daughter ﬁf James
0'Connor, M.P., who was pretty well known to me, and they
lived in Bray. One Sunday, hthe;,' ate shellfish, and it
poisoned the whole family except this girl, who happened to
be away, so far as 1 can recollect. She went over to
London, and became a clerk in Lloyd George's office. In
time, she went up very much in his estimatimn. There was
then a man to whom the wiﬁarﬁ felt very much indebted,
Llewelyn Davies, who was a solicitor, and had been largely.
instrumental in getting Lloyd George into Parliament. TIn
gratitude, let us presume, Lloyd George arranged that
Davies marry Miss O'Connor. Some yéars after her marriage,

she came over and, with two children I think, lived a good

deal in Dnnggal. Her husband, who was solicitor to the
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Post Office, I think, used to come over to see her in the
beginning. In time, she had rooms in the Gresham. The

whole story is something one would rather forget.

She had a house in Raheny too, and it was there that
Muiris O SGilesbhdin, who wrote "Fiche Biiadgan ag Faas",
stayed the first night he came to Dublin. Some English
marn, who was a professor in Galway and helped him to draft
that book, knew Mrs. Davies. Iluiris arrived by the
morning train at four or five o'clock, and thought he was
half-way to Jeriche before he got out to Raheny. She
never entered my mind as & result of my conversation with
Austin, nor did I ever come in contact with her. ATt
O'Brien told me her ﬁhale story, and Art was a fine

Christian type. Austin told me his own story and, if it

heppened to be this woman that was concerned in it, I

could not have forgotten it.

Some D&il Personalities.

Looking back casually on the whole thing, I feel I
would much rather forget it all. Irw?s much surprised the
other 'day at a statement by-sgfg?;m 'Bri;n of Galway,lwhe
said he thought Arthur Griffith one of the greatest men our

race produced. Griffith had some ability, and he had a

mighty respect o4 his own ﬁiews; but, in all the time that

he was in the DAil and I presiding, I can't remember one

suggestion from him that would be worth preserving. You

know with what reluctance I say that. He did not : ..

distinguish himself in any way whatever, except by his
opposition to the Republic to which he had sworn allegiance.
He would make casual references to Davis and to Irish

industry, and anybody who did not accept his view was
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dense! He had become a very terse writer and would have
been an excellent journalist, if he had the broed outlook
of Rooney. To meet him at his fireside as I used to when
he returned from South Africa was a pleasure not.easily
forgotten, and it is in that role I prefer to remember

him.

I feel inclined to say that, after Count Plunkett,
the man who seemed to have the widest grasp of Irish
affairs in the DA&il that time was Joe MacDonagh. Of
course, he was brought up in Cloughjorﬁan; and maybe I
would have sympathy with him because my mind was the rural
mind too. In any economic or kindred matters which came
up for discussion and which I, in my position as chairman,
had to follow seriously, I have no hesitation in saying

that Joe MacDonagh was the man who impressed me most.

Both Collins and Griffith used seem vexed with him or
envious of his facility in discussing a wide range of

pretty vital subjects, but they were not on the same plane

as he. I liked MacDonagh and thought him a nice, sincere

character.

Barton I would place next to MacDonagh. He dealt
with agriculture, was a practical farmer, more familiar

with agricultural matters than anybody there, and always

rretty impressive. From my upbringing I would appreciate’

it; and he did certainly impress us more than once with

his familiarity with economics in general.

De ?alera_wﬁa not on the same plane as MacDonagh
either. He was recognised as leader, becausa_descrihe&
as the only surviving Commendant after the Rising. Tom
gshe was a Commandant who survivéd too, but he was dead at

this time. As far as my recollection goes, de Valera
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never said anythiné 0f real moment. He was always well
received, and would talk a great deal, but I don't know of
any subject relating to any of the departments téwarda
wﬁich he contributed a ?eally helpful suggeaﬁion. I say
that without prejudice. He once clashed with Count
Plunkett, and appeared in a truly sorry light; and he
certainly had losf the confidence of the maﬁofity of his

Sinn Féin colleagues before the Sinn Féin Split came in

1926.

Austin Stack had a good lmowledge of rural life and
' ]
things in general, but he did not speak much. He did not
like to hear his own voice. He was 2 man who would be

influenced mainly by his own judgment on any guestion that
might arise. Austin would conscientiously cast his vote,

and I often felt that the side on which he cast his vote
was the side on which I could cast mine too - with safety

and propriety.

Childers was a pretty able deputy, and he certainly
gave proof of his unselfish sincerity. I have recorded

in one of my pamphlets my estimate of him and of his

- contribution fto the debate after the first delegates

returned from England. He had an outlook that was
statesmanlike, well-informed and essentially patriotic;

and he was exceedingly modest.

My memory at present is not as good as it was,

.especially as regards dates. Therefore, I suggest you

read the pamphlets I wrote some time ago and of which I

shall give you copies. They were lectures delivered on

the ocecasion of certain commemorations, and written with &



n

°

0 -

- 70 -

great sense of reaponsibility. I went to much ftrouble to

ensure that the information in them be strictly correct, as

far as was pussibla. In one, entitled Stepping-Stones, I

followed the evelution of de Valera's political theories

as regards the Republic. The other two are gntitle&
Partition and A Trinity Of Martyrs. The latter one gives
a Ehoft account of fhe careers and characters of Terence
MacSwiney, Austin Stack and Cathal Brugha. I had the use
of Austin's Memoirs and Brugha's papers when I wrote that.
Owing to the circumstances in.whieﬁ théy were written,
Austin is not reliable as regards dates in his Memoirs, but

he is very sincere. In all, I have probably a dogen of
' o)

those pamphlets.

Diarmuid O'Hegarty was Secretary to the First
Meeting of the DAil, and then Secretary to the Cabinet.
I feel that Diarmuid was one of the mysteries of our
political life. I am saying nothing against nis soldierly
qualities or anything like that. He was arrested in 1916
and deported t¢o England. I don't know whether he was
sentenced. When the train got to Chester or some such
station, a porter walking up and down shouted: "'Egartj,'
'Egarty! Anybody by the name of 'Egarty@".' of cauﬁae,_

he attracted the attention of everybody. At last,
somebody said to Diarmuid: "I wonder would this be you%n.
Diarmuid got right back to Dublin on the plea that 7.3.
Gill could not get on without him. So 'we were told, and
we accepted the statement at its face value. There was a

wonderful feeling of trust then. Diarmuid got into touch

with the Prisoners' Dependents’ Fund, and moved about in
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the 0ld circles. When the amalgamation took place in

August, 1916, O0'Hegarty and Belton were put on the

composite committee. O'Hegarty and Collins were very
close friends. O'Hegarty and I were fairly intimate too,

because we rehearsed plays together in the EKeating Branch.

There was a vacant ﬁost in the National Aid
Committee, and Joe MacGrath was put into it. MacGrath

was afterwards taken to the Labour Department. ihen he

left the Hational Aid Committee, Michael Collins was

appointed, largely through U'Hegarty and Belton. Thus

.were links established with all the prisoners coming out

of gaol. Diarmuid had no special qualifications or
claims that I could see; yet he became. Secretary to the
first meeting of the D4il, then Secretary to the Cabinet.
Later, he abandoned the Hépubliﬂ, and became Secretary to
the Cosgrave Government. In tTime, he was put into the

Board of Works, and is now in charge of it. But what is

- he worth from the point of view of national service and

national character, or national culture or the national
language? He is alert where his own interest is concerned;

and I hope he has some better traits than those I have

discerned.

Feace Negotiations.

I have already said that I feel Michael Collins was

- in touch with Cope from the date of his arrival here, and 1

am convinced that de Valera came entirely under Collins's
influence in this respect when he came back from America,

if not earlier. Practically nobody but Collins knew he

was coming back. I attended a couple of meetings of the
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Ministry after he came home. I think it was at a meeting
at Mrs. Humphreys that we definitely and unanimocusly
decided that there would be no negotiations in England,

that any negotiations that would take place should be here

or in a neutral country. I remember Cosgrave came in to

that meeting dressed as a priest and so, I think, did Joe
Macﬂénagh. We were told that when &e Valers met the man
with the blue spectacles - Lord Derby - tﬁe latter, in
suggesting negotiations, said: "Perhaps France would do
as venue?". The answer was:- “fes, that would be all
right". At that time, Lord Derby commented, the Premier .
and his staff were always to and fro on business with
France. Hence, that negotiations were to be in Irelard
or in a neutral country was very definitely understood.
Of course, de Valera then came very much under the
influence of Cope and Collins, I don't care to stress
that matter very much now, because I could not depend on
iy memory for the precise dates; but, as to the general

conviction, I have no doubt whatever.

5

Shortly after that, I was ﬁounﬂed up. Probably
that was the time they wanted to get me also in touch with
Cope, as they put MacWNeill and the others into Mountjoy
fér a like purpose. That was about February. I was not
sent to Mountjoy. I was first in thé Teachers' Training
College in Glasnevin; then in the North Dublin Union for
wWeeks, and then taken to Arbour Hill - with tours as
hostage when lorries were bombed, The day after my
release, the Wansion House Ccnferencé was on, with whiapers

that a delegation to London would result. Cathal Brugha
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was a man who would have no dealings witﬁ éoﬁe, and Austin
Stack would be almost as firm as Cathal Brugha. When the
first delegation went to London, Austin, however, was a .
member. soon, he bitterly reéretted having gone. fihen

speaking of it to me, he wept and said: "What happened me

that I went so far?".

Sodn after my release I was summoned out to Madam
0'Rahilly's to preside at a meeting of the Ministry. Just
hefore gcing into the chair, something arose: the meeting
wag not starting. Diarmuid.ﬂfﬂegarty was there, and

seemed anxiously awaiting something. When the meeting

eventually started, I reminded them, as a preliminary, of

LY

our unanimous agreement that no negotiations would take

place %n the enemy's house. Eeeing symptoms of evasion,
I said I would never be a party to this move; 8o, I
stemped the floor and walked out of Madem O'Rehilly's.

I was the only person who took that stand. Cathal Brugﬁa
wa3 not there. He was at the Mansion House Conferencs.

A few Unionists - Hutéhinson—Pae, Dockrell, a real West-
Briton, Jameson, who long previously had made contact witﬁ

Griffith, and Dr. Woods - were at it, but nobody from the
North. Long before that, the ﬁurthern_paoplé and Iloyd

George had an understanding.

The Conference was one of Lloyd Géorge's moves,
Theyfput forward certain proposals, pretending that they
were very eager for. a settlement, and Cathal did not like
to seem to stand in thé way all the time. De ?aleré fell

for it from the beginning. He was arrested after his

return from America, and released almost immediately. Yuﬁ
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say ﬁorothy McArdle's book puts the date of his arrest as
the 22nd June. She wrote that book under de Valera's
direction and tutelage, and, 0 far as I can recollect -
it - except in so far as it embodies official doguments
acceptable ;a de Valera - I do not hesitate to brand it as
altogether the most misleading volume that .hes. been written
on the Republic. As a matter of fact, I don't think
people knew definitely that de Valera was back until the
news of his arrest was published. I remember I was on
top of the tram coming from Glasnevin the morning
de Valera was released after his arrest; and, to my utter
astonishment, I saw him going along by Phibsboro on a

bicycle. He had a jet black moustache.

I have little doubt that there was great influence
brought to bear on him after he came over, and none
whatever that ﬁe came over on invitation to continue the
negotiations in which Michael Collins had long been
engaged. Cope manifestly had laid the trap for Collins.

I think thét Devoy and Cohalan were of the same view as
Collins and Griffith about the negotiations. At any rate,
they backed Collins all the time, .and Collins manifestly

was a good deal inspired by them. His attitude was truly
a tragedy, particularly as his activities were gecret, and

not suspected in the centre of authority which would have

-put an end to them.

A8 regards the military situation at the time, its

alleged weaknesses must have been rut forward as a reason

for inaungurating negotiations. Yet I don't doubt that
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Collins and his group had a supply of arms within their

reach. They gave guns to West Cork, when thej would give

-

none to EKerry. My wife got a substantial sum of money
from Denis Daly of Caherciveen to get guns, and Collins or
his associates would not give them. £ Of course, that was
one of the things that helped West-Cork Fo make the gregt
fight they did make. They would have made the stand in
Kerry and elsewhere that they made in Vest Cork if they

had got the arms. When Collins and his "I.R.B.”.were

able t0 lead Kerry to think that no arms ;ere obfainahle,
they naturally were able to influence de Valera in the same
direction. They wgnted plums - even though unripe fruit -

rather than maintain the struggle, and they gdt the plums

for the moment.

The question of compromising did not enter Brughat's
mind or Stack's. The last thing Cathal said to me at the
Hammam hotel was: "We have 150,000 men again, and they are
all fighting"; anﬁ.I repeated that in America and
Australia. ‘He never mentioned that there were no arms.

He left that matter to the people responsible. Again and
again he had said: "We have our whole army. machine |
divided into sectionﬁ with cumpetent'men at the head of
each".  Of course, later, he had reason to modify that
opinion - because of defection and betrayal, the defectioﬁ-

of men who had solemnly sworn allegiance to the Republic,
declaring they would defend it against all enemies, foreign

and domestic,

Griffith end MacNeill were releagsed from iount joy an&
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Barton from some English prison on tﬁe eve,. you might Eaj,
of fhe Hansion House Conference. Barton was only Jjust
back for the meeting that we were to attend_in Madam
ﬁ'Rahilly's; yef he knew it was to be held, and he
atténdea, which shows that Collins was in toﬁch with him.
The Wansion House Conference and its composition was
arranged mainly by Michael Collins. The whole thing was
being arranged for months - even before Archbishop'cluﬁe
came here. I did not know anything about it, nor did |
Cathal Brugha or Austin Stack realise it. Cathal had
already turned dowﬁ a proposal by Jameson, brought forward
by Griffith; and,if he and Stack had suspected that
Colline was seriously intriguing, Collins for aluertainty

would never have become substitute-President,

Collins was conducting all these things on behalf
of the new I.R.B., and did not favour the oath of
allegiance at all. He did not openly oppose it, but he
did all' he could to prevent it, and wished the Oath to be
to the I.R.B. instead. He rarely spoke at meetings. At
the most important meetiné we had that time when the i
delegates first returned from London, he came iﬁ, went
over, and sat in a corner - almos t aione. When the time

came to express his views, he merely said: "Ah! My views

are well known to you all"™, and left it at that. It was

not the attitude or statement of a candid man. If you
were present and witnessed it, that is what you would think

toot We condoned that on a certain basis: "ge ig tired",r
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we thought. I feel it is almost mean to say that now,
because he is dead; but that is really how it appeared to

me.

",-F’.-"

I read seme articles Collins wrote in some leading
A

English papers - a series of articles on economics and

finance. 0f course, they were not his articles at all.

 That, at least, is my conviction. Someone else wrote

them, and he probably made some changes here and there, and
_le#'them.appear over his name. He was not a man
accustomed to writing articles. In the beginning, he did
not express'himsélf in speeches at all; but after a time
he éﬁt into the habit of making austﬁined statements, and

improved rapidly.

I have described in my pamphlet, Stepping-Stones, I

think, the full meeting of the Ministry held after the
first delegation came back from London. That was the
aelegatinn Austin Stack, de Valera, Griffith =nd others

went on. It was probably at the end of July, as they did

not stay over there very long. Eamonn de Valera repeatedly

- met Lloyd George alone in London, and the Premier's

proposals proved so utterly unsatisfactory that the

CGonference all but broke down. Cosgrave and MacNeill were
among the minority at the meetiﬁg of the Ministry that
thought thg British proposals were good. I think
O'Higging came into the meeting with Cosgrave, who
previously had gone into hiding completely. Austin refused

to go back any more. De Valera, on arrival from London,

addressed a multitude from the Mansion House steps: fAs
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the Lord Mayor has told you, this is not a time for talk",

he said. "We have learned one lesson in Ireland for the
last couple of years, and that is that it is by acts and
not by talk a nation will achieve its freedom. I don't

want, therefore, to set a2 bad example by starting speech-

making. If we act in the future as we have acted for the
last couple of yearé; we will not have to talk about

freedom, for we will have it".

Lloyd George's proposals, which de Valere forgot in
Doﬁning-ﬁtraet, were sent later to Dublin Castle, and thence
to the Mansion House where, as étated, a full meeting of
the Ministry was héid the following Sunday afternocon.

TEere was a notice in the paper that morning to the effect
tgat the meeting was to be held. It must have been
inspired by Lloyd George's preéa agency, for 1t was hoped
that the meeting would result in another delegation to
London. And, it was a meéting to be remembered. Mulcahy
was there, and made some statement that was not very
inspiring; but Cathal finished it up appropriately. You
will see that in my pamphlet, and you will see moreover
that, despite a few evidences of vacillation, the spirit

which found expression there was the spirit of "Pight;

carry on the fight!".

I believe that, if properly handled from the higher
places, Barton would have behaved all right. To me he
seemed prepared to give close adhesion to the Republican
Programme. Childers also was hostile to the Lloyd George
proposals, so much so that WMacNeill was dumbfounded.

Childers, of course, was very familiar with the English

Parliament in all its moods. I think he was perfectly
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gsound; and went to the grave like that. He felt that his
first allegiance was to Ireland; and in that gpirit he

made the supreme sacrifice.

The President's opening remarks at the meeting
clearly referred to me: "I ﬁnderatand some of our members
were very disappointed about our going to London at all",
he said. He did not mention my neme, but everybody knew
to whom he feferrﬂﬂ“. Nor did he attempt to justify the
decision to go to London. In such matters, he is pretty
adroit, and so evades questions that would need explanation

and defence.

In due course, I made a speech in answer to de
Valera's. I went in detail into the whole situation that

would be created in the country, and the difference between
the armed force we now had and the people who formerly used
to come to the fairs at'election times, armed with
hlackthcrns. I had been in Killarney some time previously
during an électian campaign when John Murphy and Eugene
O'Sullivan were rival candidates for the British
Parliament. I was passing through, ﬁnd had a couple of

hours' delay before my train left. . There was a fair on,

and I thought I would go down and see Eugene. Ve walked

- around. There were half-a-dozen groups. As I passed, I

heard: "Up, Murphy," from one group, and "Up, SulliVEn“,.

from another. It dé?eloped into a fight,‘and they haﬂ.

ructions. I did not want that sort of thing to happen now,

when we had a Republican Government., Stepping-Stones sets

out the arguments I put forward.

Collins hardly opened his eyes during the whole

mgeting. I would not like to recreate hia attitude on that
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occasion. We took it fﬂr-grantei that he had been out of
bed till three or four in the morning. That was one of
the most important meetings we had, and he practically d4did
not open his lips. It was the same when they selected
the delegates to go to London later. ‘“Wall, if others
will -not go, I suppose I must go" - when somebody suggested
him as a delegate. Cathal Brugha and Stack had refused.
I forget now whether anybody else was asked. MacNeill
was in the chair, and de Valera proposed the delegation.
We were in the position then that members of the Winistry

could not oppose any proposal made by the President.

That was a standing rule. I felt very strongly inclined
to speak there, but I counld not, without violating what
had somehow become the practice. S0, at the meeting of
the D4il when we selected the members of the delegation, I

sat dumb. The people who were anxious to go manifestly

had their men to recommend them. The thing that shocked

me was when Eamonn Duggan was nominated. . Someone said, to

@ispel’ the general surprise: "He has law". And someone

retorted: "Gavan Duffy knows international law".

We did not know what was going on behind the scenes,
nor indeed did ﬁa much care. In the first place, ﬁollins
became very intimate with Tim Healy. Fanny Sullivan told
me afterwards that, one night out at Glénaulin, Tim Healy
put £25 into Mick's pocket! - to meet the out-of-pocket
expenses ﬁicklmuat incur every day. And when Mick had
left, Tim said: "Sure he is only an overgrown baby, a big
baby". Collins and Tim Healy became intimate, Tim Healy
and Gavan Duffy had family ties, and Mfs. Duffy began to

refer, in Rome, to "her cousin, Michael Collins®. Gréat
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times!  And the results became pretty obvious. When the

discussion was on at University buildings, I sat facing
Gavan Duffy._ He got up to apeak, and the speech was in
favou; of the Republican viewpoint; but, to my surprise,

he voted the other way - on the plea that, as he had signed
the Articles of Agreement in London, he felt it his duty to
vote for themi ~-I met him once since, walking élong towards
me gt the Rotunda. He got quite unsettled when he saw me;
and, as soon as he pulled himself together, shot scross to.
the other side of the street. Had he been guided by his

conscience and a sense of principle, he would have loocked

me in the face.

It was a very difficult time, and there is no good

in complaining now. I ém sure lots of people at the
University buildings were guided‘hy their judgment and by
the judgment of their immediate friends. If you were
there, you would form your own view. If only we had taken
the vote on the Treatly before Christmas! At the Christmas
recess, ecclesiastical influence was used strongly against
us, and people who certainly did go down fthe ccunﬁ;y
inclined ‘to oppose the Treaty were influenced in that #ay.
After all, they had only a majority of seven and, if four

of these had been got to vote the other way, the Treaty

would have been rejected. Moreover, there should have
been a rule from the outset that no previous decision of

the D4il could have been rescinded without, at least, a

two-thirds majority.  But 'tis easy to play the cards when

they are on the table. It is perhaps worth feuurﬂing here

' that, before the peace negotiations, Collins and Griffith
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were anything but good friends: in the hour of mutual

stress, they shied bouquets at each other.

The peace feelers started as soon as Cope came over,

-

for intrigue and activities of the kind were not new to
' |
Cope. De Valera was in America before Cope became active

here, if I have not been misinfﬁrmeﬂ; and he was not long
here when aome.people came to know what he proposed to do.
It is just possible that, when we are all dead, some
account of his ;Etivities will be traced. Singularly,
wnile the American and British admirals were on a 'courtesy'
vigit to the Mayor of Boston in 1923, Cope broke in on them-
to see whether a public reception could be arranged there
for Lloyd George some days later. _"Arthur Balfour was a
bigger man in American eyes than Lloﬁﬂ George", the Mlayor
replieﬁ; "and Balfour had to skiﬁ like greased lightning
through New York. If Lloyd George attempted to break his

Journey in Boston, I could not make myself resaponsible for

the peace of the city". The Mayor told me the story that

Same evening.

The pamphlets to which I have referred you were
written in o time of tense political stress which engend erel
more. heat than is felt now. But this I do say:
everything I put into them was actuai fact. I would not
attribute unworthy motives to my worst enemies; but you

can't look on at the course of events without Seeing how

many people have followed the easy way . You don't, of

course, want to stress that. I don't think that, at any

time, I was inclined to attribute umw orthy motives. That
was not quite my way. I might discuss or comment very

sharply on some things said or done in the course of the
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Republican struggle, but without attributing motives, for
the situation is there for all who wish to survey it.

ﬁﬂme pressmen . of limited vocabulary have accused

me of bitterness. I have no feeling that way at all.

I delivered a commemoration lecture in Cork on the

. anniversary of Tomds MacCurtein's murder: it might have

been the Tenth Anniversary. 1;: turned out that, at the
time, I was preparing an Introduction to a new edition
of the Speeches From The Dock with a ccmmﬁntary on the
speeches and the sentencea. That was mainly what the
commemoration address contained, and pfuved a convenlence
to me in a time of pressure. The book was sold out in

no time, but has not been re-printed, owing to the .-

publishing arrears caused by "the Emergency“ It was

gent out for review, and the Irish Press revlewed it in

three or four sentences which might be summarised in "the
bitterness of Sceilg". You can easily imagine the state
of mind of one breathing for months the atmosphere of the

Speeches From The Dock and the degree to waich that

atmosphere, rightlj,'will ¢olour his work. In truth,
"the bitterness of Sceilg" was not the matter in question,
ﬁut the bitterness towardé Sceilg of the hireling

reviewer -and the whole political machine of which he was

but a cog.

Visit to America.

In 1922, I went to America with ﬁustin Stack. I

thought I owed it to de Valera not to go near Devoy

hecause of the Spllt although Devoy had mailed me two

copies of his Gaelic-American every week since its first




- 84 -

| issue. Devoy, in time, made very offensive and damaging

referencéa to de Valera, gnd was hogstile to him because
he had upset the‘ﬂﬂhalan scheme of things. It was very
unfortunate that the friction had arisen earlier between
Philadelphia and New York, and that Dr. MacCartan had been
involved in it. I was not a member of the I1.R.B., but I
was brought into the Clan in New York by John Mangan of
Giin and Dr. Peter McGuinness, the Carmelite Father, who
became General of the Order twice, and would h;ve been a
third tiﬁe if he had 1ived,‘although he never wanted it.
He was a great character, his sermons and speeches very

convincing, with an extraordinary ring of sincerity sbout

them. No man ever impressed me more. He stood very
high in the estimation of our people over there. I have
been led to introduce his name here in showing how I

remained M,}% loyal to de Valera even though in

doing so 1 antagonised men always friendly to me.

In New York I often met my kinsman, Michael
O'Reilly, who belonged to Waterville and, after his day's

work in the Western Union, used to go to help Devoy in
his office every evening. Mrs. O'Reilly went to the

first meeting that Austin and myself addressed, and she
was terribly disappointed that I- did not declare'against
de Valersa. They were anti-Dev. and pra-De#oy.“ The
Kerrymen's Society was the séme, and no one would dare say

a word agéinat'nevny there. I met P.J. Tynan, and have

had most touching letters from him, as well as a copy of
one of his books: indeed, he often presided at my

meetings. It was sad to see the vain longing he had to

be buried in Ireland, especlally as he had laid money
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aaide for it. In appearance, and manner, he was like a

- twin-brother of T.D. Sullivan. Sone people say he was

not No., 1 at all; Ept I feel convinced he was. Yes, I

well remember the evidence Le Caron gave before the

"imes™ Commission.

Wnen I was in America, I built up a great
organisation there. If there is a fight going on here

in Ireland, you will get Irish-America behind the

fighting men. They see the realify of fighting, and

don't trust politicians here or there, so that one has %o
talk blood and thunder to them sll the time. T certainly
went to great pains about building up our Republican
organisation, and thought I had laid the foundations of
something that would last while the Republic needed it,
Seén T. 0'Kelly went out and the organisation did not

suit the ﬁurpose of his missiﬁn - 10 introduce de Valera's
New Departure. It was I introduced him in New York.

He just reached there for the Convention, but bided his
tiﬂq;?EE, long before the débate in University buildings,
de Valera had already made up his mind for a modification
of our demand for a Republic, and Harry Boland had been
sent to America on that same mission - to prepare the way
for the climb-down. During my tour there, I was
challenged égain and aéain with reference to Harry
Boland's later ;ndeciaion, The Republic had been
proclaimﬂd from the General Post Office in 1916, and
constitutionally ratified in 1919; and, no matter what
deviations there might be elsewhere, I for one have always
adhered and still adhere to that Republie to which

practically all the elected deputies oﬁce s0lemnly awofe
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allegiance at my hands.

Countess Markievicz was the person who surprised me

mogt when, at the Ard-Fheis of 1917, she supported the ides

that, if people wanted to change the government from that

of a Republic, it was their right to do so. The view we

acceptéd that time was that it could do no harm to admit

that, so that we would not seem to hurt Griffith's feelings.
Later, we came to see only too clearly the folly of our

gesture of comradeship.

As I may have already mentioned, i'have been resding
from boyhood the ﬁistorg of the French Revolution and of
the French Republic. I loatheq_it,-and that was the
feeling in my homet That was the feeling my father and
mother and relatives had about Robespierre and the anti-

Christian, inhuman excesses of the Revolution. TFortunately,

I formed a different opinion about the Republic of the

United States that dethroned England, and in due course -
influenced largely, I may admit, by Cathal Brugha - I had

no difficulty in swearing allegiance to the Irish Republic.

The anti-conscription campaign converted mény people |
to the idea of the Republic, although Redmond had got so
many to join the British army. But those people did not
count now in the straggle. I was a candidate at the 1918
election in Lnuth, and meny farmers there, who were "Molly
Maguires", helonged to the local A. O.H. At least two of
them 1nv1ted me to thezr homes, very substantlal farmers
with very eamfortable houses. They offered me £100 each

towards election expenses, "because ye are the men that
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kept my sons home from Flanders". I was very agreeably :

surprised; but more surpriseﬂ later when I lost my seat

through Frank ‘Aiken - with de Valera's connivance, if not
at his instigation , while I was a pfisoner at Botany Bay -
being nominated in mj stead, like the cuckoo ;aying ifs

egg in another bird's nest. That act of treachery and

ingratitude, without precedent in Election history, has

determined my estimate of the sordid politician, whether he

be professing Republican or Communist.
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