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. CO. LETTRINM.

I Joined the I.R.B. in Donoughmore in 1914. I wss introduced
by Joe Carbury. My father, W.J. Kelly, was also a member. Befors

joining the I.R.B. I was a member of the Volunteers.

Roger Casement ceme to Dungannon and addressed a public
meeting in the early summer of 1914. I think it was at this

meeting that the Volunteers were started; names werse taken after

.
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the meeting of men willing to join.

After the outbreak of the 1914-18 war Capt. White came to
Derrytrisk end held a review of Irish Volunteers. Bafore this.
review I had got a bundle of pamphlets for distribution. The
title of the pamphlet was "Ireland and the War". . Irﬂiaﬁributed
the pamphlets to the men onreview. All the vbiunteéra from
Coalisland and aistrict attended the review. Cept. Wnite addresse:
the men and advised them that when jniﬁinégﬁha British Army they
ghould join in their units, not in twos ﬁggéhraam. I interrupted
him and then started my distribution of the pamphla%a whi ch

advoecated our non-participation in the war.

Ahortly after this review a meeting was called in St,.Patrick’s
Hell, Dungannon, for the purpose of the Vﬁluﬂtéan& pledging their
support to John Redmond. This meeting was the start of the split -
in Dungannon. Redmond's followers captured the big majoPity of
the volun;eers, only sbout 16 men - nearly all I.R.B. men -

refused to associste with John Redmond's crowd.

The gsection who refused to follow Redmond got an 0ld loft in
Dungannon as & meeting place and started to drill aﬁﬁ organise.
A Capi. M&Rnry, an ex--American bfficér, attended our parades and
gave instructions and drilled us. About the end of 1914 I went to
Scotland. i met James Tamoney from Coglisland in Motherwell.
T attended meetings in Glasgow in the Sinn Fein Hall in Anne 8t.

I met I.R.B. men there but never attended an I.R.B. meeting. I
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réturnad to Ireland for the O'Donovan Rosssa funerallin August
1915 and after the funersl I returned again to Motherwell. I
remained in Scotland up to shortly before the Rising.‘ When I
returned home I attended ragular.drills and paraﬂea'iﬁ Dungannon
area. We occasionally travelled to Donoughmore and practised
on targets with .22 pifles. The leader in Donoughmore in those
deys was a man named James McBlvogue. He was origiﬁally a
leading Hibernisn and was President of the Donoughmore Division
A.0.H. when he joined thé I.R.B. He ramainad_in'ths Hivernians
and when the split came he took his whole division of the
Hibternians into the Voluntesers snd we got the use Df the Hibernian
Hell. |

Some time before Easter Week Tom Clarke sent a hﬁpply of
rifles to Donoughmore; those were some of the Huwth fiflee. I can
not now remember how many we had in 1916, probably 20 to 30.
The Hibernians in Dungannon had rifies which they go%lthrcugh John
Redmond's organisation which were of Italian make anﬁ pseleas. iie
had not control of those which were siored in their Hall in
Dungannon. |

On Saturday of Holy Week I was told to acnﬂmpanﬁ a man named
Hamill to Trewamoy and board the train from Belfast there and
travel on the train on Whiéh the Belfgst men were travelling on to
Dungsnnon that night. When the Belfast men arrived in;Dungannﬂn
we took them glong to the Drill Hall in Dungannon. Later, all the
Belfast men marched from Dungarmnon to Coalisland. It ﬁas_nnly on,
Seturdey when'I-was told to go to Trewamoy that I knéﬁithat a

Rising was near.

I got no further orders on Saturday night and nﬁ éunaay
morning I travelled by pony and trap to Coalisland. I cannot
remember who was. with me for sure. I expect it must heave been my
father end James McElvogue., When we arrived in Coalisland we went
to St. Patrick's Hall where we met Volunteers from Belfast,
Benburb, Coalisland and Dnnﬂughﬁbra. The Volunteera, as far as

I can remember, were standing about talking end discussing what
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should be done. I was speaking to Archie Heron e&nd' he was
talking aboui the possibility of getiing to Dublin;about midday
on Sunday a messenger arrived with e dispatch. There was talk
bafqra the messenger arrived that the mobilisation wes called
of'f, ﬁut appérenily nothing definite was knowvn until this man
arrived on a motor ‘hike with Eoin MacNeill's coun@afmanﬂing
orders. ﬁftarrthe'cpuntermanﬂing orders arrived ﬁeérly all the
Belfast vniunteers formed up and marched from Gnaiislanﬂ in
Cockstown direction and gnﬁ a traih there for Belfest. I
remained thet evening in Coalisland and, as far as I could see,

all the Tyrone Volunteers there demobilised.

I went home on Sunday night, and on Monday I:kapt moving =mbe
abouﬁ in Dungamon. I was in and out to Jack McEivegua of
Dungemon who wae then I.R.B. Centre there, axpecéiﬁg some orderec

or‘dispatches from Dublin. Nothing cams.

On Tuesday, Seamus Dempsey arrived at Jack McEivagua'E with
& message t0 mobilise the Volunteers and to proceed to Donough-
more. 1 went around sll the Volunteers in ﬂunganﬂon and
mobilised them. Wa procured the 2 or 3 rifles then stored in
Dungannon and proceeded to James HcElvdgue's place at Tullydraw{
Donoughmore, That night we joined up with the Doroughmore
Volunteers and marched to Carrickmore, 1l or 12 mii&a distant.
When we errived at Carrickmore there was no peraon'#n meet us.
We got a man nemed Daly put of his bed and he told us that the
mobilisation was off. I cannot remember if Daly ﬁant away to
find out the position before he told ws all was off or that he
knew 1t before we arrived. Daly was a prominent Volunteer et
the time. We didn't start from Dﬁrriqkmars until %@me time late
on Wednesday morning. On this journey to Carrickmore we all
carried rifles and a suﬁply of ammunition. -When waiting at a
shop on the road near Carrickmore, 2 R.I.C. walkaﬂ'up and down
the road past us seversl times. They bid us the time of the
morning. We started for home and I arrived in Dungﬁnnun on

fednesday about 1 p.m. DBefore we dispersed we ﬂumﬁad the arms
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at Largslea near Galbally. We left them with an-old woman. who
Tived slone. The Galbally Volunteers were then to take charge
of them and have them safely dumped, which I know they did.

On Thursdey, about midday, @ memsage came to Jack McElvoguet
I got this message #0 procure a car to take =& 1adylﬁn Carrick-
more, who dasipeﬁ to contact Dr. Pat-McGartén; 1 Eét a motor
car and a driver in Dungemnon. The driver wes Thomae McGuigan,
an I.R.B. man We proceeded to Peter HcGrath's, Derrytresk, and
picked up the lady, Miss Nora Commolly, and nges Tamoney of
Goalisland. I wes told 1h§t Miss Connelly was armed. 1t was
coming on dusk when we arrived at Dr. McCartan's place. Before
we arrived there we met military lorries at Pomeroy who, we hearc

leter, had been reiding McCarten's house.

When we esrrived at McCartan's house we met Dr; McCartan and
his brother, Johnnie. Miss Conneclly, when speaking to Doctor
MeCarten, urged him to do something. I undarastood,from her
manner that she had orders for Dr. McCartan. Miss Connolly
remained in Dr. NcCartan's and we returned towardalﬂungannan.

We left Tamoney in Coslisland on our way back. We were held up
by 2 R.I.C. in Coalisland., Tamoney Jumped out of the car on the
opposite side from the R.I.C. and boarded the qpil car and got
away undetected. We were guesticned as to vwhere we wers comning
from. The driver told the policemen that 1 was in Omagh
visiting a sister of mine who was in hospitsl there and they let
us through. When we came near Dungannon I got cut'nf the cer as
I feared the police in Coalisland would have a check up on the
driver's yarn to them and send word jnto Dungannon gnlica to
pick us up. I walked into Dungannon and when I arrived there

I met Jack Shields, Benburb, and we'deciaed to raid St.Patrick's
Hall, Dungammon, for the Netionslist Volunteer rifles. Jack,

Tom Hamill, Peter Byrna-and myself carried out the fdid. We

carried away all the Fifles in the Hall and hid them in g store

in Brannagan's yard in Dungarmon. Hamill came intnitawn the
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* next day with a pony and cart and removed them to hia place in

the aountry where they were properly hid.

On 5th May 1916, I and my father were arrested at our own
house, teken to the local R.I.C. Bks. and later turﬁmmmgh R.I.C.
" Bks. After a time there we were transferred to Richmond Bks,
in Dublin. When in Richmond I saw Bean McDermott. He was

axEGutéd.shnrtly afterwards .

About 7th or Bth June I wase rsmoved with a batch of
prisoners to ﬁhnﬂawnrth.?rlﬂon. After a month there we were
removed to Frnngnch. I wae taken from Frongoch to Wormwood
Scrubbs to go before the Commission to be guestioned on our

membership of what was then an i1llegal organisetion. K

I was releesed at Xmas 1916 and reyurned to my home in
Dungannon. i
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