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Statement by Peadar 0'Mara,

16 Donore Road, South Circular Road, Dublin,

I was enrolled in An Chead §luagh of the Fianna
in late 1912 in 34 Csmden Sireet. Amonget the
officers I met there were, Con Colbert, Sedn Heuston,

PAdralg 0 Riailn, Barney Mellows.

LI S 3

Meetings were held twice a week, with marches or
é:erciaes carried out om Sundaye. The subjects taught
on week nights imcluded, Irish history, Irisb_, language,
\ .- foot drill, arms drill with harleys or broom sticks,

? ‘ first aid and signalling, Gemes: were also encouraged,
such as hurling. ‘

i

>

E}::zminnall:,r in the sum;mr ‘months . route marches
and exercises; were carried out from Gamden Street and
the warious sluagh halls o Belcamp, Raheny, where .
Madem Markievicz had a house and an estate. Exercises
usually terminated with a high tea at which plenty of
home-made jam was supplied.

My association with the Fianna continued until
August 1914, when I was transferred to the 4th Battslion,
I:-iﬁh Volunteers, whose Headguarters were at Larkfield,
Kimmage. I was posted to “C" Qomgeny of this Battalion.
The Company Captain was: Thomas MacCarthy, brother of
- Dan MacQarthy. One of the other officers in the Company
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wae a Lieutenant. #ilsie Byrnse. Amocng the Battalion
officers and staff were - Battalion Gommandant,
Eemon Ceannt; Gaptain, George Irvine; Captain,
Seumas Murphy; Lieutenant, Liam Cosgrave and hls
brother Fhil Cosgrave. '

Battalion activitles consieted of route marches
and tactical exercises carried out in the area fram
Rathfarnham, Rockbrook, Pine Forest, Lamb Doyle's,
Ticknock, Sandyford, Dundrum. Campany activities
consisted of ons nightly perade each week in Larkfield,
route marches and exercises on Sundays, if not engaged
on Battelion exercises. The subjects taught were,
musketry, arms. drill, foot drill, signalling end first
aid, These were carried out by the officers.

Oh Compeny parade nights, subscriptions would be
collected and alsc collections for the Arms Fund.
Tentative mobilisation orders would be issued by the
Company Commander for the following week, specifying
approximate time of mobilisation, place  of mobilisation,
equipment and arme to be carried., Equipment usually
consisted of 8 pack, haversack, water bottle, bandoller,
belt and arms (if any) to be, carried. The contents of
the pack were to include overcoat, spare palr of boots;,
aocks, towel, soap, twenty-four hours:' ratlons, bundle
of kindling wood, mess tin, ete. During tactical |
exercises: individuals end squads were responsible for

their own cooking arrangements.

The normel activities of the Battalion and attached
Campanies; contimed until when what 18 known as the
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'Split! oceurred emong the Volunteers. When the ,
'Split' occurred a generel mobilisation of - the
Battalion for larkfield, Eimmage, was crdered, and the
situation was explained to the personnel by the
Battalion Commandent, Ramon Ceannt. As far as I can
remember, he explained the political situation which
he stated was occasloned by the fact' that |
Mr. John Redmond desired to have the controlling
interest in the movement which was diametrically opposed
to the aims and objects of the Volunteer Executive.

He explained to us that 1t appeered to be Mr. Redmond's
intention to heve the Volunteers drafted to the British
Army for the purpose of fighting a ‘Lattle which did not
include a battle to fight for the freedom of Ireland.
At the conclusion of his address the Battalion
Qommandant requested those who were remaining loyal to
the principle of the Volunteer Executive to stand fast
and that thua*e who could not see eye t0 eye with their
principles; were requested to lea¥e the Battalion, and

’ that there would be no hard feelings, that it was &

matter of principle. .
The Battallion then reformed and were maréhad to
the Vblunteef Headguarters which was situated at

41 Kildsre Street, where they were addressed and

mﬁn’grat:ulatad and thanked by some  officer of the

Executive, I think it was The O'Rshilly. About two-

thirds of the Battalion demonstrated their loyelty to

the Volunteer Executive, but the mmbers. attending
paradea: contimued to dwindle during the next few weeka
until the Companies in the Battalion were reduced to
about fifty per cent of their originsal s-:traﬁgﬁn.
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' ﬁom this date onwards the training and.arming
of the Battalion was carried out in a more rigorous
manner, and not only were the exercises carried out in
the county but night marches during the we-.ﬂ.zks were
carried out. around different areas in the city.
Saturdey nig.ht camps were Oof'ten held at Battalion
Headquar ters. Invariable musical and vocal ltems were
rendered, including selections of Irish airs on the
Uileann pipes by Bamon Ceannt.,

Firing on a miniature range wee carried out in
Larkfield and ball gmmnition was fired in tﬁa Eclloyr,
Dolphin's Barn. Ammunition was supplied by the
Quartermasters on payment of a nominal sum per five
Tounds., '

A sort of an intensive recruiting cempaign for
the I.R.B. took place immedistely after the 'Split’.
I wap approached by §eumas O'Kelly, a section cmﬁmazﬁsr
in my company (since deceased), who lived in Donore

. Avenue, and who was one of the recruiting agénts in the

4th Battalion, to join. I was sworn in at the
Forester's Hall, Parnell Sguare,

The activities of the Gircle were carried on
under the gulse of a football c¢lub, The business
transacted at those meetings usually consisted of a
repart of the activities of the various Volunteer units
of which the members belonged. Information concerning
the actlvities of other units was freely dlscussed. |
Subscriptions to the Arms Pund were also ;‘.:.ullected.

My Martinl rifle which was supplied by this orgé.n.‘l.aatiun
cost me the sum of filfty shiliings. It ﬁasz supplied

to me by séction commander Seumas O'Kelly from his home
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in Donore Aveme. '

In or about Easter, 1915, there was what I considered
to be the First Flying uniumn.urganiaea in the Dublin
Brigade. This Flying Column comsisted of Vclunteers
from all units of the Brigade who were asked to hald_
themselves in readiness for a test mobilisation which
would cover a period of from pix o'clcck_ ur; a Saturday
evening to six o%clock on the Monday evening,

The mobilisation took place at six o‘cluck Da Ity
at Rathfarnham willage on Easter Saturday, 1915.

The officer in charge was Lieutenant Liam (larke of

8t. Enda's: Company (E. Company, 4th Battalion),

The equipment om;r:-ied was full marching order with forty-
eight hours' rations; revolvers to be carried but no
rifles nor side arms. The par&da was checked and
spproximately 120 were fourd present. We were informed
that the first part of the exercise was ‘to consist of a
night march, and we were warned to check over our
equipment and to meke things comfortable.

Amongat the Volunteers I noticed present at the
mobilisation were, Volunteere Christie and Paddy Byrne,
Seumas Kavanagh, Jim Pender and Seédn Hayes of the 3rd
Battalion; C. O0'Grady of the 4th; Garry Holohan,

Seén Heuston, Larry Riordan of the 2nd Battalion.

The march started at six o'elock and the route
covered - Ballyboden, Pine Forest, Featherbed Mountains
%o Glencree. . The Brothers: in (lencree provided us with

a very refreshing cup of tea. guite a number of the
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Volunteers who were under the impression that this was
going to be the bivouse: for the night, started to make
themselves comfortable by removing their equipment and
part of thelir wearing epparel preparatory to retiring
for the night, but they were rudely disturbed by
Lieutenant Eiam Clarke blowlng his whistle and ordering
the Column to fall in as quickly as possible, that the
bivouac: was to be in a place ealleé. Cronie Byrne's

Wood near RrElit?h iz m,

The march was resumed and the bivouac was reached
by Iough Tay and Lough Dan where the Column bivouaced
for the night. As far as I could see in the half 1ight
this seemed {0 be a welcome relief for the major portion
of the members of the Column who just merely threw
themselves down in all sorts -of postures and positions
t0 a well earned rest, but rest there was none, as each

individual had to provide his own cooking.

The weather during the first portion of the march
was wild and stormy with occasional heavy showers.
This In my opinion, might account for the weariness of

| the Column on its: arrivel at bivouso,

Sunday morning after bregkfast the Column paraded
for Divine Service and assisted at same by the singing
of the hymns in church. An instence of the condition

' of some of the members was occasioned by what I noticed

at Mass: I heard a scuffle and looked round and I saw

a Violunteer assisted by two others_ t0 keep him in an |
upright position as he was helping himself to same liquid
fran a water bottle, I took p'articu-lar notice of this

Volunteer and he, along with some others: who were not in
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good shape, were permitted to leave the Column zat
Rathdrum and to return to Dublin by trein on
EBagtier Sunday.

d;t gbout two o'clock on Sunday, after a mesal
which was prepared by the individual members: of the
Column, the march was resumed via Glenealy, Rathnew,
Ashford, Hﬂmastle. to the Glen of the Downes, where
the Column hivouaced for the night,

! During the march from Rathdrum to the Glen of
the Downes the Column was. cheered on by special

train-loads of Volunteers who were proceeding to the

Phoenix Park, Dublin, to be reviewed by Mr. John Redmond.

The march was resumed on konday morning via
Bray, Cornel's Court, Loughlinstown, Stillorgan,
Donnybrook, Stephen’s Green North, Grafton Street,
and was helted and diamiase;l" at the Parnell Nonument
at six o'eclock p.m. on Monday evening, having
travelled over sixty miles.

No incident of note oceurred éuring this
portion of the march except that several 'lheemr ghowers
fell on us, The outstanding personality of this \
mérc:h, whom I never had the pleasure to meet, was a°
piper who cheered us over the Featherbed Mountains
in the initlal stages of the march by Playing national
alra: upon hise pipes, |

I wasi a member of the Guard of Honour at the
lying-in~state in the Gity Hall of O'Donoven Rossa.
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The funersal %o Glesnevin was the occasion of a gensral
mobilisation of the Dublin Brigade to pay a Tast
tribute to this ﬁ:rmeﬁantant Fenian,

About the end of December, 1915, or early
January, 19i6, a Camp was established at Larkfield
t0 accommodate a certain nmmber of Irishmen who were
living and in employment in England but who refused
to be conseripted for the British Army, The local
unita of the 4th Battalion had to furnish the
necessary guards for this Canp while it was in
exiptence, Thoge guards were armed and their
instructions: were that no unautlmfiaad pPersone were
rermitted to enter fha rremises, This Camp was:
under the observation of the D,M.P.

Early in 1916 T W&és t;'anafefrad from the 4th
Battelion to the 5rd Battalion, with a mumber of
Volunteers: who were in the Companies in the vearious
Battalions who were now being transferred to units
neerest their home addressg; this. vas 70t insl sbed
upon. I was: posled to “A" Company, 3rd Battalion.
The Company officers weré = Captain Joe O'Connor, .
Lieutenant Tim Finn, Lieutenant John Gullfoyle.

. The Battalion (ommandant was Bamon de Yalerea. ".‘he _
Battallon Vice~-Commandant was: Seén Eitzgi‘nbon (since
deceased). The. Quartermaster was James Byrne.

The Company Adjutant of "A" Gompany was Seén Huwrphy
who lived in dlézihraasil "Street,

"A" Company was organised in the following manner,
and this organisation seemed to be general throughout
the Battaliion, The Company was divided into half



9.

Compenies; they ﬁere; divided into sections, and the
aectiana were divided into aguads, and to familitate
the mohiliaatmn of a unit, the officers, section
commanders: and squad commanders were augmented by
individuals who were known as mobilisers. These
mobilligers ususzlly consisted of an o0ld member af;‘ the
unit who lived in an area where there was one or more
members of his Company m—;i;:h did not include an officer,
section commander or a squed cammander. One of the
Company runners was: Volunteerr H, Banks, Company
runners usually lived a.djaq.ent to the Company
Commanders: and were employed by him for the purpose of
taking mobilisation orders: out to the responsible
members of his unit who were responsible for the
mobilisation.

The runners sub~divided up the area to be
mobilised and each of them took dlspatches to the
mobilisers rin their ereas with instructions to hand the
digpatch personally to the person so addresged or to
leave it at his home address, and on campletion of his
task wae: to report back to the Compeny Commander as to
vhether the dispatch had been delivered perscnslly or
to his home address. Test mobilisations were ca;rried
out to test the efficlency of this system. |

The treining cerried out in the &rd Battelion was
311311131- to that carried out in the 4;‘:11 Battalion, whieh.
I think, was similer throughout the whole Brigade, with
the following exception, . More attention was paid at
this particular time to making the men proficient on the



¥

10.

rifle range. There was a rifle range at Bat;talinn
Headquarters which was situated at Camden Row.

Volunteer Headquarters was situated at No,2 Dawson
Street. Highi; classes were held every night with the
exceptlion of Saturday and Sunday hi@ts: and lectures were
delivered on the fullluagving subjectes - fleld craft, first
ald, signalling, street fighting, musketry, hygiene and
sanitation and elementary tactics. Amonget those who
lectured were, J.J. O0'Connell (Ginger) (deceased),

Eimer O'Duffy, Barney Mellows, Con Colbert, James: Connolly,
Ee Meldon, The O'Rahilly a;nd Thomag iacDonagh.

The advantages Of training left-handed men farssireet
fighting was. particularly stressed. 'Ié‘erawnnal attending
those lectures were expected to be éaﬁable of lecturing
their units on night parades on tha'suhjacta wh:l.cﬁ they
were studying. In or gbout this time I became the proud
pﬁs&ésmr of a Lee Enfield rifle which was: stolen from the
guard room in Marlboro Berracks, Blackhall Lens. This
rifle was stolen from the guard room by e POsts & Telegraphs
boy mesmenger who was delivering telegrams to the Officers’
Mess and who took a rifle out of ﬂle rifle rack, put it
-under: his waterproof cape and delivered it ';:o my home that
evening, He was rewarded with the sum of one pound.

On the next Company perade in Camden Row I s0ld my
liartini to "A" Campany for the sum of fifty shillings.

The Company Commander, Joe O'Connor, requested information
aa to how I. had secured my ILee Enfield rifle. This
information I refused to give him. 4s I was: attending
musketry lectures in No.2 Dawson Street, T was: permitted
to fire my Lee Enfield rifle on the rifle range at Gamden
Row.  The results were considered satisfactory, and I was
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promoted to the rank of Company Musketry Instructor,

Wlth the exception of normsal :weeklr and week~end
training, no outs.tanfling event took place in the early
" portiom of 1916 until the St. Patriek's Day Parade

when the Dublin Brigade was inspected and reviewed by
members of the Volunteer Executive undsr the leadership

of Frofess0r Eoin Macleill,

Fran March, 1916, until the Rising took place,
training and equipping of the various ﬁnitﬂ were carried
on with a great gmount of care and attention, and the
feeling got around amongst us that somethingr was in the
gir which we could not reglly put our hands on, Those
of' us who were members of the I,R.BE. had gathered from
what was discussed at our meeting that it was the |
intentlon to0 have a successful insurrection or a fi;ght
take place before the European War concliuded. My owm
opinion was: that if this did not take place during the
difficult time through which the British were passing.
that our hopess of staging a successful insurrection at
the conclusion of hostilities in Europe would be vain.
This air of expectancy cerried us on up to Holy Week,
and on Holy Thursday I was ordered to parade to
Seén Jurphy's house in Clenbrassil Street, to receive

specific instructions.

. When I reported t¢ him I found that there were
gquite a mumber of Volunteers, whom I Knew, present, and
being of a curious disposition I asked what we were there
for, and T was informed that we were to be introduced as
members of the I.R.B. to the Battalion Gommandant and to
our own Company Commanders.
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At this meeting we got definite instructions to hold
ourselves in resdiness for stirring events that were to take
:plaoﬂ in the very near .future. Those instructions, to the
best of my recollection, were given to us, firstly by
Seén Murphy and secondly, by Kamon de Velera. The general
feeling at the meeting was one of keen anhieipatiom

On Easter Sunday morning about 9 o'clock I was

~mobilised to parade at Camden Row, and whilst preparing

m},rself and my egquipment to proceed to Camden Row s Purther
runner arrived, I think Tommy Byrne, to say the |
mubuiéation was cancelled, .A perusal of the Sundsay papers
later gave me to understand that the mobilisation was
uamalied far the reasons 8o stated to the Press by
Professor Eoin MeNeill who was: President of the Volunteer
Executive,

I apént the remainder of the Sunday Dpreparing to
collect a number of ertista and friends who were to
participate at a concert to be held in the Forester's Hall,
Parnell Square, that night in aid of the Gompany Arms' Pund,
The concert was: duly held and at the interval between the
first and seond half of the programme the Battalion
Commandent, Eamon de Valera, arrived and delivered a apeech
in which he explained to the audience the resson for the
letterse in the Sunday Iress -wez- the signature of
Professor McHaili. He stated that he was sorry that such a
thing had happened, that he was expecting us to be with Him
in the Dublin Mountains, Thils gave me the impression that
the mobilisation which had been cancelled on the Sunday
morning was: the mobilisation which wae to have been the start
of the expected insurrection. The concert passed off

reacefully; the audience and the peraonnel engaged dlspersed
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to their homes., On Monday morning I was instructed to
parade with full equipment and forty-eight hours’ rations
at the corner of Earlafort Terrace and Hatch Street;

When I arrived there I found the Campany Captain,

Joe O'Connor, Lieutenant John Guilfoyle, Section
Gonmander John Golden, and sbout twenty/twenty—five
menibers of "A" Company, 3rd Battalion. = Amongst the

others: present I noticed Lieutenant Simon Donnelly and

aome other members whom I_wga; informed belonged to Qv
Company. A check of mmmmifaion ana equipment was
carried out by the officers and we were asked to state if
we hed carried with us all our erms and ammnition, and

‘gome who said they had left some of thosé arbicles behind

were diaﬁatnhed to their hames with instructions: to take .
the arms and ammunition which they had left behind, to
the point of mobilisetion. |

Thie small body of armed men were exclting the
Wirﬂsity of a member of the D,M,P. Division who was on
duty in the vieinlty, and were also being cbserved with
curlosity by church-goers who were passing up end down the
thoroughfare. Consequently, we wére instructed tn
conceal ourselves behind the hoarding that wee erected
around what is now University College, Dublin.

We remained there until we were ordered to parade and -

* march off about 11.15 a.m,

We proceeded via Hatch Street, Lower; Penmbroke
$treet, Upper; Fitzwilliem Sguare, South; FPFitzwilliam
Square, Bast; 'Fitmrillinm Street, Lower; H?rrion Square,
East; Grend Canal Street to the railway bridge in Great
Clarence Street (now Peadar Macken Street) where the
Company wes halted and there joined by some members of
"oy cmupe.rﬁr. ' |
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cap:aain Joe Q'Gonnor repar;oed to the Battalion
commandant, #amon de Valersa, who was in Great Clarence
Street. fhen he rejoined his Company he called for our
attention and informed us that we were going into the
fight, that the Republic was proclaimed and if any
Volunteers wished to withdraw could do so. o
Volunteers withdrew, and afier being disarmed were sent
home, One Volunteer 00k a weakness and was assisted

into a house. He rejoined his Qompany later.

"aAt Company was ordered to force a gate leading into
the D,S8.E. Rallway line and to proceed to the railway
bridge at Bath Averme and construct a trench, destroying
the railway linea up to Lansdowne Road level crossing,
a:nd to establish an outpost there, A detachment in
charge of Liputenant §. Gullfoyle- were detailed to effect
an entraeance into a terrace of houses on South Lotts Road
from the railwa;q: line and to tunnel through the walls until
they reached Horan's Prowvision Shop (this shop is now
occupled by & Jir. Kurphy), and place it in a state of
defence. This shop commanded the gate of Beggers. Bush
Ba.rracka and the bulldings within; it also supplied a lot

of necessities to the Volunteers,

The remainder of the Company was withdrawn to a
railway fitting shed cf].oae to Berrow Street bridge where
Gomparu Headguarters was established. This shed and the
yard in front which had an exit mmto Grand Cansl $Street
was put into a state of defence, an mtpnat being
established on the roof, This Ou.tposf. commanded the cangl
banke and Mount Street bridge. My first task was the

demolishing of the railway, ~ This consisted of knocking
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out the wooden keys from the chairs, loosening the chairs
from the sleepers and removing the fish plates.

The outpost consgisting of the brothers Tom and uln-iatﬁ
Eyrne, estgblished at Iﬁﬁﬂd.oxma Road level éruaaing, was
engaged on.similer work, . Dater on Monday I assisted at
trench digging on the railway. |

The trench at Bath Avenue was filled in on Monday
evening and a new trench made at South Lotts road.
During the construction of this. trench the Battalion
Commander arrived and inspected the defences, He found
the trench noi gﬁoﬂ: enough as he was: of the opinion that s
builet would go through the parespet and that it must be
strengthened, During this inspection a party of military
were observed spproaching Beggers Bush along Haddington
Roed. They had almost reached the Berrack gate before
the order to fire was given, This order was: given by
Commandant De va:l.?efa; as follows: “There they are, come
on, fire". e picked up our riflés which were leaning
against the bridge and opened fire on them before they

entered the Barrscks, About twelve shots were fired.

.Those were the first shots fired from the railway.

This party of military were a detachment of G, R8. .,
a ¢orps which had been formed for home defence in Ireland,
and consisted of University students and business men.
They had been on a route mareh in the ecounty and were
proceeding back to Barracks, |

During the remainder of Monday evening, Beggara Bush
was under fire from Horan's, the windows of which had. been
barricaded with sacks of sugar, built up from the floor,
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great excitement, continuous: heavy firing been heard all

over the ecity.

Lieutenant Halone was killed in No, 25
Northumberland Road; Section Gmmander Reynolds and
Volunteers. Doyle -and Murphy inp Clanwilliam House; the
British troops engaged being the Sherwood Foresters.

On Wednesday night the British sttacked along the
raiiway line, This attack was stopped at the trench at
Jouth Lotts Road, the enemy retreating leaving one .dead
N. 0. 0. behind, also one rifle, Volunteer Murphy was
wounded in the chest; he recovered and was interned

later in Frongoch Camp.

On Thursday the Britiah attacked the FPitting Shop
effecting an entrance into the yard in front. ‘This attack
was: beaten off, Volunteer Casey being wounded, he
Erit.tsrh-left_ three rifles: behind; those rifies were used
by Volunteers. Heavy firing was concentrated on our
positions resulting in the wounding 6f Volunteer Q'Rellly
(Irlish citizan'ﬁ.a:my) who wae on dufy on the outpost on
the roof of the Filtting Shop. He died Iater in $ir
Patrlck Dun's Hospital. Volunteer Bracken, Compsny First
Aid man, was . wounded while on the railway line; he carried
on after attention,

On Thursday morning the British H. C, D.: was: buriled
where he lay on the railway line. I repr;:'rte-:'t this
intergment when I was being questionsd by the British in
Ballsbridge after the surrender. Horan's éiop was ~
sub jected to_ heavy fire auring the day causing the woodwork
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to amoulder. T™his fire was returned, a machiné gun
belng observed in a window in Beggars Bush Barracks.
British aoldiers: were observed on the tower of

Haddington Road Church (R.C.). Iieutenant Seén Guilfoyle
informed me ‘that he and Volunteer Tom Cassidy hed fired

on them in the same position on Wednesday.

For dinner we had a cheese atew, thias belng made
by boiling cheese and potatoes and serving it out in new _
buckets, which gave it a taste of iron. As this
unsgvoury mess was cold when we received it, we had tea
insteadl. volunteera_: were beginning to feel the strain
of constant firing and 1loss of sleep and were obgerved
dosing in their positions,

With the excepilon of some sniping Haturtia:_rr waﬁ
qulet, A rumour was circulated that Germans had made a
lending and were coming to our help, This #as received
with a good deal of comment as we were of the upiﬁion
that we would be better nf;‘.' without them,

On Saturdey evening there was a noted 1ull in the
firing from the centre of the clty and a rumour was out
that the G.P.0, and Commandant P,H. Pearse had
s.urrénﬂarad. This rumour wes laughed at ; We were
iml:ﬁ.ng cur own, s¢ fight on. Hevértheless. Saturday
night was a night of elarms and uncertaintiss,

On Sundey morning all Volunteers were ordered to
Bolands Bakery as orders had been received that we were
tc surrender. This order' caused consternation and the

utmost dejection. We could net understand why this
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should happer. Nevertheless we proceeded t0 Bolands.
Wihile on our way down the raillway line Volunteer Byrna
wes wounded; he was assisted into Bolands and refused
to go to hospital, )

The excitement in Bolands waa terrible. What did
we want to surrender for? This was the main tapiic;
Volunteers were shouting themselves hoarse, denouncinmg |
everyone who had surrendered; others were singing songs
and some were openly erying, About 2 p.m. Gommandant
De Valera read out the despatch received from

‘Commandent P.H, Pesrse celling off the fight, He stated

thet he had seen a British officer and. that we must
surrender at once. Preceded By a Volunteer first aid
man carrying a whité flag, we marched out from Bolasnds
into Great Clarence Street (now Psadar Macken Street)
turned right into Grand Canal Street, then left into
Grattan Street where we were ordered to ground arms and -
remove our egquipment, We then marched into MNount
stregt where we were placed under eMt and searched,
Later we marched %0 Ballsbridge Show Grounds: and were
locked up in horse stalls.

On Sunday evening Captain O'Connor was taken from
our stable and later on I was also removed, I was
teken into a room where I found Captain O'Connor and two
British officers, I was asked by one of those officers
as to the mumbers: and dispositions  of Volunteers on

D, S.E. rallway line, I refused to answer unless those

questions were put by Captain 0'Connor, He ordered

me to answer as he had received instructions from
Cammandent de Velera to facilitate the British military.
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I informed Captain 0'Connor that the orders received on
Sunday morning calling ih the Voluniteers from the railway
line and Horan's shop had been carrisd out and that -:inm
were left behind; they were now prisoners. This seemed
to satisfly the British officers and we were aescorted back
to our stable to the satiafsasction of our f&llow prisoners
who had not expected to see us again. We, prisoners,

recelved no food nor water during Sunday.

On Nonday morning we were taken to a horse trough
t0 wash and to pérfnrm other necessary ablutions, an
issue of biscults was given; a biscuit tin of water was

placed in the stable,

On Tuesday evening the prisoners; were paraded and
marched to Richmond Barracks (Keogh Barracks) via
Morehempton Road, Northumberland Road, Mount Street,
lierrion 3quare North, Clare Street, Nassau Street,
Grafton Jtreet, College Green,t Dame Jtreet, Ccork Hill,
Lord Edward Street, Christchurch Place, High §treet,
Cornmarket, Thomas $treet, James' §treet, Mount Brown,

" Kllmainhem, EBmnet Road, Inchicore. On arrivel at

Rlchmond Barracks: we were locked in berrack rooms for the
night, the only furnishing being a urine bucket. No food
nor water was issued in Richmond Barracks onTassday.

On Wednesday morning we were allowed 40 visit g
Latrine, Wfe received an issue of tea, biscuite: and bully
beef. fle also received tea that evening. e I;ec:eived‘
a wisit from D,M.P. Detectives: who carefully examined us,

asking for our names, addl;esaes: and occupations.

We remalned in Richmond Barrecks until Friday, 5th Hay,

when we were marched to the North Wall via Emmet Road,
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Islandbridge, Conyngham Road, Parkgate Street and line
Of North Queys. We were placed on board a ship and
deported to England. '

The ship that took us to England wes a B, & I
cattle boat normally used for carrying livestoock.
e were accammodated in the holds with the hatches: off.
The conditions; during the crossing were anything but
Pleasant occasioned by the fact that there was a storm
over land accompanied by heavy rain and heavy seas, and
about ninety per cent of those confined in the hold were
suffering from sickneas, I was amongst the ninety

, bew cent,

I have no recollection of what port we arrived at,
but I was very pléased to be back on dry land. We were
escorted to a railway termimus and placed in corridor
carriages, sentries belng posted on each door, Our

Journey was relieved by the singing of songs: and the

telking of experiences and we were very much cheered in
spirits by one of cur sentries who volunteered to take
any letters we wished to write and have them posted for
US. He supplled the writing materisl mnd any of us who
had money gave it to him, but I an sorry to say that my
letter--did not arrive. ' |

When we arrived at our aesatiziation which I Jla;tar
found to be Wakefield, Yorkshira, we were marched to the
local prison where I was accommodated in "BY ing and
received the following number, 43, My mumber reading
while' I was there was: B.3/43. I occupied this cell and
wes afforded the same treatment as: a convicted civilian

prisoner with the following exception - T was: not
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relieved of my uniform - and any of our Volunteers in
the party who were accommodated in Wekefield were
treated in similar fashione.

e firet meal I received in Wekefisld Prison
eonsisted of 'buzl:l.;r- beef and blscuits which had been
issued to us in Richmond Barracks, Dublin. Those
conmodlties hed been taken from us irhen.wa arrived in
the prison the previous day. The only exercise
afforded us was one hour's exercise a day which
consisted of walking rmu@ﬂ a ring in a compound and we
were not gllowed to converse with other prisoners.

Those condltions preri-ailed until a wisit was pald to us
by a high-ranking officer who stated that he had been
sent down from the War Office to investigate the ‘
conditions under which we were living, He asked us: to
state t¢ him any grievances thet we had. T™his poor

man was 80 overcdane by the number of our complaints

that he mania‘ & hesty retreat but he gave us an assurance
that our compleints would be considered, Within a veny.
short space of time nearly all rea:triations as pertaining
to eivilian prisoners were removed. Parcels could be
received; letiers could be sent and wisite: could be
arranged. Free asasoclation was permitted and no lenger.
were we just merely walking round like dunmies: but we
could telk, comverse and exercise as we wlgsheﬁ. Car
Locel Intelligence Officer in this prison was a
Volunteer named Jemes Mallin who in eivilian life was a
barber, and was now permitted to carry on his trade in
this prison, but instead of the usual instruments for
the purpose of shaving he was: only permitted to trdm the
Weards of the prisoners: with halr-trimming machines,

It was amsing to see: the various: types of moustaches,
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slde beards and whiskers that the prisoners were
eultivating. Some of the stories that James would tell
would be amusing as to how things were going on outside
and the state of the war. ~But the moat amsing of agll
that I can remember,  took place on the day that we were
informed that three British destroyers, the jAubor,
Creesey and Haugh, were ﬁorpadoéd in the English Channel,
This: disaster was placed te our cred:it owing to the fact
that 1t was the practice at a certain hmu-l of night for
all prisoners, whether locked ups or not, to join in a
commnity saying of the Rosary. This was one of the
regsons attributed for this disaster,

One of the rumours. circulated by Jémen-. Mallin
was: the impending move of all prisoners: to an intermment
CENDe When pressed for detsils. James sald he did not
know where the camp was but he heard that all Volunteers
in uniform were to be stripped of their uniform and
issued w:i:th eivilian sults as issmed to discharged

rrisoners.

As I was dressed in uniform I was at my wite: end
a2 t0 know how I could have it saved and sent home.
I az'plaina'd my predicgment to Volunteer Joseph Guilfoyle
who introdnced me t0 & young lady who was vieiting the
nrigoners. I told hér of my predicament and ssked her
@ould she get me anything in the nature of civilian
clothes and if she could +to bring them in tc;a me ag
I intended to try to have my uniform sent homse,
The following day diring wisiting hours I was handed g
parcel by this young lady, consisting of one trousers:
and one jacket. I changed from my uniform :Lnﬁ thoge
civilian clothes in a lavatory in the compound, parcelled
up my uniform, gave it to the girl and it auly errived
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hhome at my honme address,

sShortly afterwards we were transferred to Frongoch,
Worih Wales, where we were accommodated in the lower
camp wiich was a disused distillery. The only person
that I knew mf.;bng the party of prisoners who had arﬁved
before us, was the Late Lieutenani-General J. J O'Connell
(Ginger). I was urprised to see him because T Enew he

was e much wented man, and to ensure that T committed no

' indiscretion I asked him whom he waas there as, and he

informed me he was there as Ginger 0'Connell. He was

later removed to Reading Jail,

Before Lieutenant-General 0'Connell was removed to
Reading J=il he and I had many d scussions as to the
eonduct of the insurrection in Irelend and he informed me
thet the general. vlan consisted of the uprising of a1l
Volunteerr Units: throughout the country with the intantion
of tmporaril;r holding the principal cities and towns as
delaylng actlion to permit the country to be organised for.
what is now known as guerilla tactice. This plan could
not be put into execution because the uprising was not

general throughout the country.

Some time after arrival in Frongoch parties were
belng sent down to London to be interviewed by an Interview
Board, This necessitated a long train journsy from
Frongoch to Tondom. The partiy that I was with, was
eccommodated in Wormwood Serubbs. The most amusing
incident during my stay in Wormwood SerubBs was whon.

Sefin O'Mshony (big Seén) (aiso known as: comrade) handed me
two cigerettes and one mateh. I said, "what's the use of
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one match and two ciﬁarettes.?"; He said, "split it and
meke sure to send the smoke out through the ventilator!
To do thie one had to lie on the cell floor and puff tie
smoke into the ventllator which was set into the wall

close to the floor.

The Interview Board consisted of three: members, of
which the Cheirman was Lord Sankey, and was carried out
under the Question and answer system. The ohly questions
I was; asked were, my nane and address; was I a Volunteen,

if T had been served with an intermment order. and if

I considered that I was a £it person to be served with

such order. To the best of my recollectiﬁn I answered
all those questions in the affimative. After a period
when all the party had been interviewed we wers returned
o Frongoch,

After my return from Wormwood Scrubbs I became 111
and the Camp Doctor dlagnoseéd my canplalnt as: erysipeleas.,
I was: removed to the. Camp Hoepltal where I was: kept for
about five days: when I received notification that I was to
Pack my belongings, that I was being sent home %o Dublin,
This would be about late August or early September, 1916,
The party of which I was anongat, wes sent 'hy' train from
Frongoch to Holyhead, and from Holyhead by mail boat to
Dén Laoghaire and thence by train to Westland Row.

-
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