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STATEMENT BY MKk, P. 6 m&ﬂmﬁ“—'—-

20, SBAFIEID ROAD, CLONTARF, m_m_ﬁ

I ahould like to make it clear that I was unly a
rank anﬂ f;le ,Irish Volunteer in the: 1915 Rigsing and’ that
I am givlng this statement at the regueat of the Bureau

of Milltary History.

In the decads before 1514-1918 World War there was in
Dublin (to which I had come from my native Iaocighis) a
kind of natural gfaduation, which led to paiﬁiciphticn in
the Rising, for lads of the more advanced national views,
One usually bagan by playing Gaslic Foothall or Eurling,
from that the next step was to the Gaelic Teague; frnm
that again to the Sinn FMin movemsnt and later to the Irish
Volunteer Movement. Yor relaxation we attended c6ilithe
and ths Ahhay Theatre. Wa hqught nothing but thaJIrish-
made goods and scorned those who bought English, TWith
that background it was rather a natural progression t&

participation in the Rising,

I was a member of B, cnmpanf, 2nd Battalion of the
 Irish Volunteers, We took part in the Howth Gun Running
}n:JuLy, 1914 - our first piece of dctive servics work and,
I think, the first Irish clash in arms [ama 11 though it was)
with British Forces for many yeara.

-

The outbreak of the World War in August 1914 gave.
risa t0 much contention amongst the rank and fils of the
Volunteers as to the line we should take, There was talk
about “defending the shores of Ireland™ and we wera

anxioua to do so, so far as our limited regources allowed,
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but we did not know the proper line and we awaited a lead.

. That was given by Arthur Griffith in *FNationality', I

think- and in the various anti-British articles that

' James Connolly had been publishing in 'The Irish Worker® and

other Labour papers,

In our Compary, as no doubt in others, a vote was
taken between the Irish and the Redmondite sections, fhe
majority - and the best and most advanced members in *Bt
Coy .- voted for tha Irish Volunteers. Wo continued di-illing.
We did some miniature rifle practice and had nqcaaiu;:a.l

route marches, Host of us. had'g_una - those landed at

& -

Howth, &nd Martinis,

0n Good Friday, 1916, a Savage Automatic Repeating
Rifle made in U.S.4. wvas left at my house by, I was told,
Dr. Hayes of Swords from whom I was to get subsequent

:I.natructiona;_ I did not get tham,‘ howevar, “Possibly the

rifle was left to me for sniping; I was & fairly good
Bhﬂt- | -

The Bagter Sunday mobilisation was called off by Eoin
MacNeill and m-naw mobilisation order having been received
by me, I went tla ¥airyhouse Races on Baster Monday and -
there heard of ®trouble®™ in D}lhli.ﬁ:.

- -

In-the railway carriage on the way back there was a
good deal of violent criticism of the Volunteers for |
provoking a hopeless conflict and sndangering the ii?aa
ard prapeiﬁy of ‘eftizens, The Qriticism, came from the
®outside ring" racecourse crowd but could, I think, be
taken as a fair cross-section of feeling among the big

mzjority of the populace. On Ezster Mnndfay'night, I
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brought my two guns to the G.FP.Q. Thsré was only
sporadic firing in the city at the time. Inside the Post
Office I met P.H. Pearse who told me the 2nd Battaiion wes
somevhers aroung Jacobts Factory. He asked me %o leave

‘one of the two guns. At hij request I left the Savage

"Automatic = very reluctantly.

I walked across the city to Jacob's Factory, Thera
was much confusion in the streets, paoﬁle standing around
and wondering what was going to happen, +ihere were still -
occagional bursts of firing, I attracted attention at
the ¥actory and was pulled in tﬁrnugh one of the windows
with the help'of'tﬁﬂ late wrichard Cotter, Shortly
afterwards a woman, who seemed drunk, threw paraffin oil
on one of the ¥actory gates amd tried %o burn it. A shot
was fired over her head and she decamped., However, the
&ction-of this inebriated lady cuglﬂ not be regarded as
an indinaﬁinn of popular feeling, Still, in my experience,
the Rising was not popular ampngst Dublin citizens genarally .

during the actual course of the fighting.

The rank and file of the ?blunﬁaars in Jacobs ware
practically all of the middle and working-class - clerks,
-shop-asgsistants, tfadasmen, labourers - “the great caﬁmun
people of Ireland™, Ir Jacobs I met maﬁy_G,A.A. players
whom I knew. ' The G.A.A. Played & big part in the Rising

and in the subsequent Black-and-Tan war.

There was little military'activity in Jacobs - iust
occasional smiping by the British aqﬁ ourselves, ‘There
were a few sorties in one of which Volunteer Q! Grady was

killed, When our chiefs annuﬁnced the surremer on Tow
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Sunday I saw a few ?blunzeerﬁ aurling their guns away in
ﬂisappointed ragé.  For some others there waas, I think, a
feeling of relisf that the strain of the week was over;
the strain on us was probably more intense because of our
comparative 1nactivit3; There was also the uncarfainty.
-Deapatch riders had kept the Volunteer léadars in touch
with the position in other parts of the eity bu w;ig:;k
and file had only a dip.idea.as to what was bhayppening
alsawhére in Dublin and none at éll of the position outsida
it, There were all kinds of wild rumours - German
landings in Ireland, Irish-American forces on the way, and so
on. That the Rising was a gallant but hnﬁal&ss ventgiglin
Which could not end but in early defeat seemsd the general
amongst the1Jacabfs garrison. Indeed, that was probably the
view of most of them Eg;g;g they. entered Jacobs. History
has, of course, shown that it was the clear view of ths

lagders,

-We walked about a half mile before we met the British
troops to vhom we surrendersd our guns and.ammunition and
who took our names and addreases,’ All the time =&
solitary sniper continued firing, We afterwards learnad
he was one of ocur ovwn mem = apparently luuaﬁéd in some
high position in Jacabts Eactory_wha had not heard of the

gurrender,

Before We reached the British, some of the boys just
walked out. into the erowd vhich almost lined the way to
the point of surrander, and escaped. The leadars who-
included Thomas MacDonagh, Major MacBride and liichael
O*Hanrahan could as easily have escaped. However, they
presumably thought they were in honour bound hykthair
agroement to surrender, and Pthe hit and run® technique of

the Black-and-Tan days had not been developed. But, it
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was the gallant hopelessness of the fight, the executions
ard the auhse&ﬁﬁnt gaolings and represaions that brought
about é revulsion of feeiing in favour of the vbluntegrs
and indead largely led to the more successful fight of “
1919 %o 1921,

We ﬁare hraught;ta Richmond, now Eeogh, Barracks,
and keﬁﬁ there for a few days before being deported to
Bngland, A'mongst the rank and file the tenaion of the
previous wesek -hsd ended gﬁd ﬁhiiﬂ none of us knew his
suhaaqﬁﬂnt fate thers was iﬁ Richmord Barracks generally,
in my experience, an air of devilsmay-caranaés and good
humour., The leaders wers picked out by "G" men (detectives)
Before he was taken away from the rest uf“ué,'I one day
passed. M2jor MacBride who mas jingling a few shillings in
his hand; I remarked jocossely % suppose that's some of
the German gold", He smiled by‘way of reply. At the
timé there was é.Britiah brupéganda to the effect that

the Volunteers werse being financed by Genman'gold.

On our way to North Wall, we saw o*cqnnell Street
8till smouldering - our first evidence of the wvast
degtruction in the eity. I noticed some women and girls
Erying a8 we passed by - the first 8ign perhaps of the

change-over in feeling in our favour.

We were deported to Tnutsford gaol mear Eanchnstar
ﬂhlGh had been med &3 a British military detantion camp,
We were rather badly-tra&tad We had to slaep on plank
beds and were fed on 'skilly® and other slops. JFor the
four weeks I spent An Enutsford it was genuine so 11 tary
confinement, We wers in the cells for 235 hours of the 24

and sllenca was strlctly enforced during tha half-hourg?
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exarcise in the Prison yard, After about a month I was

:relaased - ag T found out aftersards - in mistake for a

Aedmondite Volunteer who had the same name and whe had he?n
arrested in error and who Was not released until, iuly, 19156,
An order came to the gaol for the release of "Patrick Ehlly“

and T mlatakenky got thu advantage,

Shortly after I came home I read s regly from Nr.
Tennant, the then Home 3ecretary, to an Irish M.P. in the
British House of Commons. ir. Tennant denied that the
Volunteers had been harsnly treated in the British gaols and

stated they had got "prisoner-of-war®” treatment all along!

-~

T Joat my Civil Service Joh as a result of the Hlsing.
From August 1918 to October 1923 I worked in the Irish

Transport and General Workers' Union, Liberty Hall.

Shortly after ™Bloody Sunday®™ ir November 1920, ILiberty
Hall ﬁaa_raided by British Auxiliaries., They had a.iong
cable with them and were looking for a nonwexistent tunnel
undsr the Liffey which they supposed was being used by
®the Rebels", A couple of rewolvers were found by the
TAuxies®™ on the premises. The Union Staff - nearly all
"Webels® were searched mmput in lorries outside the Hall.
iﬂrgﬁ numbe rs of the Union paper, "the Watchword of Iabour®
ware burned hy.thﬂ Auxiliaries in ﬁaraafcrﬂ Place, - We '

were brought to Dublin Castle to a room whare I was told

‘Dick McKee, Peadar Glancy and Conor Clune (R.I.P.) had been

murdered by Auxiliaries a few days before, The Eritlsh
alleged the men were trying to escape at the: time - an
excuse they often pleaded in other cages of shooting. The
windows of the room were heavily barred and there were armed

guards outside the doors and windows, A mouse, or =
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midge, could not have escaped from that room. We

were relezsed the same night ard left without regret.

Signed; ('El Jf‘-d-—gfa.g‘é

Date: 12 « didpeall, (950.

Witness; ,LC-V Qnaa_
<
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