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S MET JOHN H ’

"FATIMA", SHANTALLA ROAD, GALWAY.

Prior to 19i0 to the best of my recollestion
what we will cgll the "physical force" movement
more or less originated with the issue of the
"United Irishman". ma:,r s it tended towards
keeping a fair mimber of we young fellows, from
becoming followers of ﬂhatlwam called the
"eonstitutional movement'. I have a distinct
Fecollection - I think it was 1906 - the visit of
ﬁing Edward VII - to Ireland, and Maud Gonne
leading a mess attack on the Dublin Corporation to
oppose an address which it waes contemplated
presenting to him, Timothy Harrington, M. P.,

a member of the Irish Perty, was Lord Mayor, and
sympathetie to the address, but fortunately
Mgud Gonne upset the apple cart and the address

was: not carried.

It was not so here in Gelway, for the Galway
Urban Council of the dal:.r voted and cerried an
address t0 be read to His Brittannic Majesty.
It,waarcarried by a ma;jcriuty. This town was nicely
decorated, and at Williamsgate Street - between
MeCullagh's Book Shop and the corner éh0p oppoeite =
a triumphal decorated archway was erected.
Some time afterwards we learnsd it was in the form
of the masonic emblem - a kind of square and '
compass.  This may not be of much interest to you,
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‘but it shows: the mentality of the powers: that be at
this period, and I venture to say the same mentelity
is 8till in a good many of the succeeding generations
even down to the present day. An attempt to saw it
down by some of us falled to mature.

At the end of that year local elections tock
place and we youngsters, clubbed together - collected
a few pence here and there - one of the lads,

Tom Flood, who later went {0 Canada, was s bit of a
poet and composed an "address" emanating from some of
those who woted the English King the address : it was
headed - "address: from the Galway Mind the Main Point
Urban Counsil®., Along with this there were some

. ' poems; one was a parody on Tennyson's 'May Quesn' -
dedicated to the late Sir James O'Donoghoe, who was
knighted ~ something like tlh:iag

'8ir James: to his mother:
"Arise and wake me early, wake me

early, mother dear;

For I long to see the dawning of
_this bdright and glad New Year;

For the Eing he is a;uming, mother,
in all his grand array,

And I'll be Mayor of Galway, mother,
Mayor of Gal-way".

(Wote; If Dr. G.A. Hayes-McCoy looks up the files
) of the "Unlted Irishmen" of this period,
there shoulid be a lot of valuable

information cbtained from them).

1912, I think it was, the Gaelic League
Oireachtas was held here in Gél.way. Seén McDermott
wa.a_acﬁ?e during it in the interests of the I.R.B.
Seoirse MacNiocall (George Nicholls) was installed as:
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Head U&n&e and at least ha:i.f a dozen of us were tsken
in., I myself was swarn by Seén MacDermott. From now
on all we could poesibly do in the movemsnt against the
Irish Party and 'agin the Govermment' was done.
Anti-enlisting literature was distributed on every |
available occasion - at all hours of the night.

If the “blackguards? were only ceught, what would not
be done to them? However, they were not csught,

']ﬁa formation of the Tlster Volunteers in 1913,
I think, was an event. Here in Galway, the Irish
Volunteers: were inaugurated at a meeting ha:ll.d.':l.nr the
Town Hall in December, 1915, It was addressed by
Eoin MacNelll, §ir Roger Casement and others, There
was a huge list of names handed in for menbership,
(& copy of this 1list of nsmes, I underetand, is still
in existense. It was held by Mr. Michael Allen, now
of the firm of MacDermott & Allen, §olicitors,
Francis Street. Mr. Allen who lived in Shantallas -
tﬁm I an not sure if he livea here in Shantalla at
the time - but anyway he had the 1ist and he told ms
Bame years ago .that he did leave them in the
Shantalla residence in a concealed room when he vactaed
the place.  The house was then ocoupied by
Mr. Michael Stewart, and it is believed the 1ist is
now, in the possession his son-in-law, Mr. Prank Curran.
It might be poseible to obtain it from him - though
same of the big names of the Planna F&il organisation

of which he is or was an active member),

Drilling now became fairly brisk and companies
were established in Castlegar and all over 1;119 eounty,
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during 1914~1915. Then the unfortunate 'split'

took place. There was a meeting called in the Town
Hall - 1t was held in what was known as the Urban
Council Chamber -~ a pretty large room; the :I.at.‘e
Martin MeDonagh, T.D. (the biggest merchant in
Galway) presided. 'His sympathies: were Redmondite.
Qur crowd was rounded up for the occasion and a vote
taken which silde tﬁe Volunteers as a body would go.
¥e had no intention of going any side but 'I:ha_ right
' §4ide, no matter how the vote went. The Redmondite
section was also rounded up - ﬂiér had a full
following - Volunteers and npn-‘iébluntaera = for voting
purposes, The vote was a tie, and Martin McDonagh
declared the motion which was “that the Irish
"i.',nluntears: deserve the support of the maétin#“ :;mst.
It was inevitable anyway. Every obstacle would be
thrown in the way of the Irish Volunteer ﬁuv:ement no
matter what heppensd. From now on it was open war
between both sections, The Irish Vwlunteers had both
prees gnd people ag&im;t thenm, The finest body of '
£ifth columniats in Ireland were in Galvray towmn,

The remaindsr of tha eounty, ﬂﬂpecially around
Castlegar area, was pret.t:f g00d and could always be
relied on for any help reguired, They were g
deterrent factor against the likelihood of any of us
here in town getting a bashing, You could always
call on then if necessary and, did the other side
know it, not_ha.lf.'

A Fipe Band was founded by George KNicholls.

With the exception of three, all were I.R.B. members.
The band toured moat of th.u county at intervais -
matches, concerts, etc. a.mi did a lot of Pr@&Eanda
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work. It, I belleve, was partly finasnced by the
I.RB. B. Headquerters, but Nicholls himself was out of
pocket considerably.

(gome time about this period - it msy have been
earlier - M&irtin Conion (gometime T,D, and sometime.
Senator) brought a few sultcases of literasture to
Galway for circulation. They were lodged in the OlA
Mglt House (Michael Walsh's) in High Etreet;. The '
literature émanated from $ir Roger Casement. I think,

- looking back, that it was titled, "The Next War -

England, Ireland and Germany". &1l this stuff was
enveloped; stamped and distributed in all the Post -
Offices and Post Boxes in Galway, collected by the
postmen and d&livared to the various addresses.

i
This must be early in 1913).

Recrulitling meetings far the BritiahIArmy were now
being held throughout the country. One meeting in the
Town Hall, Galway, addressed by Stephen Gwynn, M. P. s
had all the supporters of the regime in attendance.
Admission wes closely watched.  Likely hecklers ar
probable disturbers were refused admission,

Fr. Cornolly of St., Joseph's, Garbally, Ballinasloe,

' was stopped and refused admittance. - (Fr. Connolly died

8 Tew years ago on the Chinese Hiaa—ic;n).' However, the
refusal to admit did not deter Fr. Connolly from aayi-ng
what he had to say. He came away. Directly opposite
the Town Hall lies the Convent of Mercy fwhools with a
six-foot wall around 1it. Fr. Connoliy mcunted the wgll,
and sddressed the wezi‘lm;'. " In case of interference
with him he was lmmediately surrounded by a fairly hefty
erowd of young men. -He Tinlshed what he had to aay
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without interraremg and got as good a reception ~ an
enthusiastic one at that - as tiw éantlmn inside
closed doors: had from their own supporteras. ~ We learned
afterwards that Dean Considine was informed officially
by complaint of Fr. Connolly's action. No action on the
complaint was: taken by the Déah. The Dean was not
aympathetlc towards the reocruilting movement.

. One blg review of Iriah Volunteers was hul& in
Athenry and addressed by The O'Rahilly, Eoin McNeill,
Larry Ginnell and Judge. The Galway Fipe Band

wae present at th:l.a; It was also present at the .
O'Donovan Rossa funeral.

In passing, I may mention that a dbig recruiting
maetiﬁg was called for the Galway Town Hall sometime
in 1915. The meeting was billed for 8 o'clock at night,
It was: never held. We discussed among ouraelves what was
best $0 do to stop it.’ Stink-bombs were mamifactured in
U, C. . Laboratory and distributed amongst a few relisables

who got into the hall, George Nicholle occupied a

Ifront seat and the remainder were scattered here and
there throughout the hall, Poor Frank Hardiman who
rented the hall, was peppering in case anything would
hegppen, but he was assured everything would be O.K., that
there wﬁuld be no interference with the progress of the
meeting, - Three of us, Tom Hynes, Michael Kavanagh and
myself, were told off to cut the wires at-a certain

time, In case of anything like this being thought of,

a policeman (R.I.C,) was placed on the roof of the hall
to watch. Nevertheless at about 8,30 ar maybe a little
later the lights began to flicker in the hall and then
total darkness, The ati_.nk-—bcmba-. were then placed on the
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floor and orushed. The hall was cleared in the twinkling
of an eye - through doors: and windows., Only afterwards
we thought of how risky it was for those who were present,
In the rush out they might have been killed by trampling.
Everyone though kept their feet and got through.

(Par a report on this meeting see Irish daily papers: -
scme of the reporters present. told our side a short time
afterwards that he could still smell the stink-bombs).

The wires: were cut opposlte the stalned-glass window of
the Mercy Convent Chapel at Newtownsmyth. They Pan under
the wall just over the river. 1 There were four live wires,
Rubber gloves were used and as each wire was cut it fell
into the river - flop ~ cutting off the supply to the Town
Hall, and all around the whole area and up to University
Road. We scattered and re-assembled outaide the Hall.

A force of R,I.C. sbout 16 to 20, left Eglington Street
Barracks on the double for the Town Hall but the damage
was done. The meeting was dispersed. Immediately
afterward.a the recruiting meeting re-asmmad.. cutside

the courthouse with motor lamps 1lit. Now that I remember,
the late Willie Redmond, M.P., was present with §. Gwynn,
and billed to speak. The meeting proceeded apace with
much catcalls, ete., Bow a pretty big contingent from
Castlegar had came in late - it was: just as: well.

Wihen the meeting ended half a dozen of them hurraied
Stephen Gw-;,rnn and carried him shoulder high until: ﬁhey
reached the Abbey Church when me poor man k:l.a!:qd 0 be
let down, The 'ruffians' had cut his braces and the
pants was: nearly off, It was. a Btanding joke for years
how Mr. Gwynn nearly lost his pante.

o The J%mquel to this attack on the anti-recruiting
meeting todk plece some weeks later. I should have
mentioned earlier that the Irish Voluntesrs had a drill



8.

- hall in Wiliiemsgate Street, the property of the late
Mr. John 0'Donnell, sametime M.P. ro;' Mayo. The hall
was siltuated ai; the rera = it was portion of the shop
now oceupied by the Blackrock Tailoring Campany.
The late Mr. O'Donnell was: very sympathetic toc the
Irish Volunteer organisation and facilitated 1t in every
way. Well, on this particular night, a few dozen of
what remained of the GBJ.WE@" Co. Irish Volunteers
asaenbled as usual for drill - wooden guns and one small
rifle, with a amall quantity of smmunition. Between
8.30 and 9,30 an organised opposition mssembled outsids
MeNemara's shop (opposite) ably supported by the R.I.C.
in the background. Missiles began flying - crash -
crash - erash -~ goes the glass in the windows over the
shop. Members of the Company began to clear out -
running the gauntlet so to speak ~ until sbout half a
L dozen were left., The last helf dozen wefe, '
George Nicholls, Jim Carter (Chief Clerk, Galway County
Council), M,J. Allen, ' McKeigue, Tom Flanagan and
the wr.ttei-. " Of these, Nicholls, Carter, McKelgue are
dead. TO make a long story short they moved out with
the wooden guns and the one rifle (lcKeigue had the rifle).
We got a short way only whén the rush came with the R.I.C.
in the rere, ur'ging the mob on. We had to turn face
towards the atiackers and retreat backwards down town
(I met say tha_t no stones were thrown) until we came to
Lowar Hﬁinguard Street, at the point where the '-atreat
narrowed, that is where Carr & gons, Decodrators, have._i;hair
business premises; the old Military Barracks stood
directly opposite. The width of the road at this point
would not be more than twenty feet. The fuah came here.
McEelgue ssked several times if he would fire - he carried
the rifle loaded. The order was "no", “swing it by -the
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barrel®.  The moment the rifle - the solitary rifle,
was reversed, the 'battle!' ﬁa.a lost. ™e rifle was
snapped. 'the r'amﬁantg; of the Galway Company as a unit
ceased to function,

Juat before we scattered, Jim Carter got one in on

an ex-soldier, J. McGowan. For this, some days later

he was: arrested and charged at Petty Sessions with the ‘
Resldent Magletrate, Gardiner, in judgment: sentence -
elx weeks in Galway Gaol. Carter was married - had a
emell famlly. An appeel was lodged to0 the Recorder's
Court = Judge Doyla. The procedure in this Court for
_this type of case was the Judge sat and thél Megistrates:

Of the area could sit with him, in judgment. We still
have & little influence and pressure was brought to bear
on the Magistrates - the late James M, Gamp‘hali :
(& loyalist), the late R.H, Ffrench of Rocklawn,
Claregalway, and I think there was: a third, sat with

Judge Doyle, The Crown prosecuted. ﬁr. J. H ﬂaman.non ’
Tuem, (a Meson?) was the Salicitor retained for Car ter.

The sentence of six weeks was: revoked by a majority -

the majority were the locsl Magistrates - to a £iné of £10,
which waes a vietory for the Irish Volunteers.

We were now back again vhers we were in 1912,
8till we could always rely on the outside areas; for help .
or assistance of any kind if necessary. That night after
the break-up, the mob toured the town, wiﬂitaﬁ the aresas
where active Irish Volunteers lived, stoned the windows
of the hmea:'ﬁnﬂ daid conaidpramé damage, The town
pPaid afterwards on malicious injury cleims. The writer
happened to get g "plack~sye ' that night; Pour years: .
later the 'g_entluﬁén‘ who presented him with the 'black=-eye’
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was playlng in a: hurling match at Oranmore. One of the
Castlegar men, Barney Fallon, knew him, so he collected
& few kindred souls, went on to the playing pitch and
eacorted the 'gentleman' off the field with an argument
more foreible than polite for the black-eye he gave Hosty
the night of the riot, (I must say that this 14d who
gave the black-eye is now dead). Afterwards he was a
g00d es gold. The same spplies also to a big number
who were in the attack that night. They knew nothing.
After 1916 a good many slways regretted their attitude
on that occasion. "If we only knew", was the cry,
"things would have béen different.

The Galway Pipe Band still held sway and a general
mobilisation "-::-f' County Gelway Volunteers was fixed for
8t. Patrick's Day, 1916. Companies from all over the
eounty concéntrated on Galwey town. I would say from
memory that the mobillsation would ha in the neighbourhood
of - 5800 to EOOIMuntaera; There were pikemen and rifles,
and a fair amount of small armsg. Everything went offr
quietly. It was thought that there might be trouble
after the dd.ﬁm.tas, but no, No molesstation of any kind
took place. |

Row comes: the crucial wesk of Easter, 1916.

" We were aware during the week that the Rising was fixed

for Easter aiintiay. The late Larry Lardiner was: |
ommandsnt for the county, but to my mind then and now,
everything emanated from Gecrge Nicholls. Nicholle was
per_sona grate, 80 {0 speak, with the Supreme Council I.R. B.,
the organiéation withln an oi:-gp.nisatiun. Instructions

went through him to Lardinsr. '
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Friday of that week a despatch arrived fixing the
Rising for 7 (seven) o'clock p.m,, FEaster Sunday - if
my memory servem me the Castlegar Company were to ml:.‘iﬂmet
in on Gelway and oceupy the R.I,C. Barracks end other
places., In the militery barracks at Remmore there were
only half a dogen military in oceupstion. The Galway
Company consisted of half a dozen members of the Pipers'
Band snd some old timers, not many. The order for the
mobilisation was I.R.B. Exception was: teken by many
members (I,R.B.) in authority as: to whether it should be
obeyed of not, A meeting of Gommandante, Captains, etcs
(all of whom were I,R.B.) was called for. Saturday.

The inaeting was held in University Road in George Kicholl's
house., The decieion arrived at was that I be asked to
teke a despatch verbally to Dublin, to see MacNeill, if
the order for the Rising was gemuine. Tif it emansted
through him, was he cognisant of 14? Well and goodl
Géorge Nicholls called me aside afterwards and instructed
me to call on P&E:raig Poarse and tell him the ﬁaa-itim

I left Galﬁa:.r that night by road. ILarry Lardiner
‘on his way home to Athenry, picked me up sbout .E-"‘o'u:look
on the Remmore road. When I arrived in Athenry another
meeting was in session, ° I was not interested in the
discussion but I still could gather that without
MacNelll's '9,K. ' there would be no movement. . I left
there by thé night mail which left Gelway at midnight and
Athenry at 12.30 and arrived in Dublin shortly after 5 a.m.
In case of hein; pinched I had no written despateh with me,
but from George Nicholld I wae told to tell Pédralgz Pearse
that I had called to0 see him ebout Mrs. Hawkin's tinmber.
This would be sufficient to identify me if Sedn Machermott
was not there., The late Tom Kenny and Stephen Jordan

£

L)
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were up in Dublin for the G.A.A. Congress to be held that
day. I was told to call on them at the Exchange Hotel.
I did call. §tephen Jordan was: slesping soundly.

Tom Kenny was awake, as also were some others in the room.
I told Tom Renmny to remain at the Exchange with Jordan
until 10 a.m. when I expected to bé back. I dild not go
back, got & sidecar and travelled out to Haﬂifurnhm,
cslled at Peerse's house, knocked it up. Miss B, Pearse
cane to the aitting-room window and ralsed it. I gave
her my message.  She said, "this is terribler.
- She told me neither Pédraig ndr Willie was there at all
that night, that I would -find them at ~ I am not sure

of {the number - but i# was 16 or 12 Rutland Street or
'Rutland Squere. I left then and went to MacNeill's.

I met Mrs. MacNeill in the trap with the children just
leaving the house for Hass, She pulled up, gbt out,
brought me into the house to Mr. MacHeill's bagraom.
Another man was there with him, I learnéd afterwards
that 1t was Sedn Fitzgibbon; gave him the message, .
| also %0ld him I hed called at Pearse's. He said then
that he had already sent ocut-countermanding ord.era'
calling the mobilisation off, He asked me how -
I contemplated getting word to Galway. I told him by
telegraph between 10 and 11 from the G.F, O, , Dublin,

This was slready arranged in Galway before .T left.
He said there was no necessity, the order wé.:aa already
sent the previocus evening and should be there.

(Diverting from this, I should have stated
previcudly that the infarmation we had in Galway on
Boly Thursday was that Companies were 0 move south of
Gelway, contact Glere and if the expected landing of
arms matured, and at that stage there was no reason 0

1
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Goubt - 0 collect their share and move back agaln 4o
Gelway). I mentioned this to MaeNeill.,. He saeid then
I would-have t0 travel to Limerick by the 9 s.m. train
from Kingsbridge. He wrote a despatch, showed me what -
he had written - "that all operations. wepe off™,
He told me to get it to Michael Colivet, to contact
elther Pr. Hemnessy, 0,8.A, (afterwards Provineial of
the Ordér) R.I.P,, ar'a Fr. Hughes, §,J.° Any of these
mlﬂ_. bring me to where the ?uluﬁteera ‘wers mobilised
Af not disbanded. I left Kingsbridge at 9, got into
Limerick before 4, saw Pr. Hennessy, gave him MacHeill's
letter. He lmmediately got a side-car and brought me’
out o vhere the Limerick men were mobilised. I told
Fr. Hennessy the poaition in Galway as to the orders
iaauénd. I shall always remember his remarks in reply -

-"that he personglly did not give a hang who issued the

orders if it (the Rising) only came off", I did not see
Fr. Hennessy again, ' ' ST

I now gave MacNelll's message to Michael Qolivet.
There was a hig mobilisation., He met ms with his staff,
Ledden, big Sedn O Muirthille and others. We walked wp
the fiesld, ';’I Passed the remark to Michael Colivet that
I thought I was had when I was directed to travel to
Limerick, ~ Michael Colivet dlready had got
countermanding orders the previous evening, The O'Rehilly
was in Limerick and had left a shori time earlier that
Sunday. : ‘I remained in Limerick that .night, telegraphed
Iarﬂinnr at Athenry next morning, met him when the train

" arpived in, Zave him all the information I had, and the

change out of a £5 note which T got on iéuturday évening
%0 pay expenses., The ez;penaem were, the train fare u;p
to Dudblin, 10/~ for the aid&-—-car t0 Rathfarnham, and the
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train fare to Iimerick and on to Athenry. In thene
@ays 1t did not emount to much, “On arrival in Gelway
I met Nicholls who already had receéived various
messages during Sunday that things were off.

On Monday, Langley errived in Ga.-].waﬁ from Tuam
with Pearse's order to mobilise, that: the fight was on.
Nicholls; moved out towards 8piddal to meet Droighnedin.
1 414 not sese him after that. The round-up had begun
on Tuesday, I think, Nicholls, Flanagean, Oarter,
Faller, Steinberger (Professor in'U, (.G, -a Germen),
Ir. Tom Walsh, Droighnedin were pinched. The same
‘thing was in opeération throughout the county.

Buours were current in town that Castlegsr were
mobilised at Caromore Cross, They were, Sane cars
with police moved cut in that direction, ably asssisted
by scme ﬂhtar.:ung loyalists from the town of Gelway -~ r
ali* dead now. ,

4

One R,I.C, Constable - Whelan = the most hermless

man in the whole Barracks — was ot dsad. Castlegar
- then disbanded, were rounded up diring the week,

brought to Galway and later deported by train and ship,
That's for the town. = Mud, stonsm, etc,, etc. ware not
good encugh when the locala ware leaving hy boat.

Word ceme in from Iime Park through the late Maud Kyne
(ire: Harry Shiels afterwards) from Mellows that any of |
us: who were not pinﬁtmlwara to keep out of the way for
the time being. My house was raidsed about ten days
after the Rising, A bundle of private laﬂaeré and the

flag of the Pipe Band were taken. Imver 88w them again,

I remainad on the dodge for nearly three mnntha in the
tomn and got away with 1it.
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The arms in the town of Galway in our possession

consisted of half dozen shotguns, two old German rifles
and four revolvers which were distributed.

Contact Con Fogerty of Tuam (an emplaraa' of
Great Southern Railways in 1916). = Con was signalman in

" Grusheen, Co. Glare. At the time I understand he had got’

instructions to Bilock the railway at that point if the
arms; expected were landed, fWhen I left Galway that
Easter Saturday night - whether I was told before I left,
or whether I was directed by either Eoin MacNeill or
Eéﬁn Pltzgibbon ~ somebody t0ld me that I was to proceed
to Crusheen and tell him (Pogarty) the position,

I suppose this enda the first phase of the fight
for Irish independence. The second phasa from 1916 on
should be as interesting if not more so,

Here in Galway the '"big citizeng® mesting of
Easter Week, the reaélutiénﬂ pasaed and the apecial
Constables who dld their stuff to a man, should prove, and
willl show what the quiglinge of the ;vm'-inrl wer'e prepared to
do for king and ecountry.




