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In reply to your minute Na.s.ﬁlﬂ cf the 3rd instant,
relative to the Jewels which were given as security for a
leoan of $20,000 made to the Representative of the Russian

-Soviet Hepublic in the United States of America from the

American Account df the First Dail in 1820, I am to refer
you to the following:-

{1) +the statement made by the then Taoiseach,
Mr. Bamon de Valéra, at Youghal on Saturday,
the 17th January 1948, and reportediin the Irish
newspapers of the 18th and 16th idem;

(2) the Ddil Questions answered by the Minister for
Finance on the 9th March 1948 (Vol, 110, '‘col, 172);

{3) the pall Question answered by the Minister for
Finance on the 15th December 1948 (Vol, 113,
cols, 1526-7); and .

(4) the official statement issued through the Government
Information Bureau on Saturday, the lst instant,

I might add that this Department's information indicates
that the jewels were handed in 1930, not to Mr., de Valéra as
stated in your minute, but to the late Mr. Harry Boland, T.D.
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" A Chara,

-3 ﬁh?én' 1950.

. I am desired by the Director to refer to the

jewels which were handed o Mr. de Valera by Russian -:
representatives .in the United States of America in -
1920, as security for-a loan.made by the then Irish

ﬂavqrnmznt.

| As 1t apg::ra from Prese. reports that these
Jewels have now n. returned, the Director has asked
me to enquire whether it would be possible to make
available for the Archives of the Bureau the history
of this transaction, in so far as 1t is on official
racofd. : . . I
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Tha fﬂllowlng statement was ‘issued YhtthHHtfqr
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The Hussian Jewels ware restored in Septamher; 1949,
on payment hy the Hussian Government of the sum of Eﬂ DDG
dollars, the amount of. the lcan made in 1926.‘ L
- Tha approanh to the Ruas;an quernment waa_natpra}lyl
thraugh our Irish High Commissioner, in Lnndan.r The 19&&
was rapayable on damand and accardingly the High
Ccmmissianer was instructed to apply.fnr rapa3mant failing
which-bhe Irish Government1wau1d ragard themsalves aa free
t; racaver the amount of tha advanca, or as much of it as
pnssibla by dispusing of tha securlty.

Tha loan waa duly repaid in dnllars and tha Jewels wen
accardingly handed nver. The jewals had been valued by
people&n the husiness who advise& that the Govarnmant wnuld

ba 1ucky if thay got up to aﬁ,UOD fnr them. This magw

was cnnfirmad by valuatlcns made in Lnndun.'
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Vse. 3.  Lols, 1526~ 1517,

Russian Jewels. - ‘1
Mi. Flanagan asked the Minister for,
Finance if he will stite thé where-
, abouts from 1922 to-1982°and froo ‘1832
' to -date of the Rusdiam-jeweld row in”
the custody of the Government, and if.
he will indicate to ihie= House the.
¥ history of these jewels as far as he is)
' pware since their .arrival in this
country, and the amountof loan given’
‘to the Russians for which they are
socurity, and if it is proposed- to apply .
. jor the repayment of the lean and
« yeturn the jewels, or sell,the jowels to
realice the amonnt of thesloan. ~ |

. . et —— -

- pmm

' Mr. MecGilligan: I have no official;
information as to the history or where-

! abouts of these jewels prior to Novem-

{ per, 1838, when they came into the .
cnitody of the Depariment -ol- the
Taociseach, where they reinained until
i they were transferfed” to"ihic’ Depart-
‘mant:nr Finance on the 18th Fébrdary
'1ast. The loan for which the jewels were:
' handed ‘over as security amcunted, I
.understand, to $20;000. - The question
L'ui disposal of _j:_t_le"-'jewelﬁ has, been™

t receiving consideration, but no decision -

t has yet been reached. i
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Crbivneitany Lefots,
‘?% MGJZ?, 1948 .

Ml o,  Aest. 172.
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The Russian Jewels.

Captain Cowan asked the Minister
for Finance if he will state the present
market value, if any, of the Russian
jewels "stated by the then Taoiseach
during the receni General Election
campaign to be in possession of the
Government and what it is proposed
to do with them.

Captain Giles asked the Minister for
Finance if he will state whether the

Russian jewels mentioned durving the

vecent General Election campaign are
now in the custody of the pesent
Government ; and, if s, ig it his inten-
tion to investigate their arigin and the
amount paid for them. '

Mr. McGilligan: T proposc, with the
parmission of the Ceann Comhairle, to
take questions Nos. 31 and 3% topether.
The jewels referred to are in the pos-
sezsion of my Department, There is
nothing to indieate theiv origin beyond
the fact that they wore handed over as
zecurity for a loan of $20,000 made in
April, 1020, to & representative of the
Russian Soviet Republic in the United
Stotes, The jewels are described in the
receipt given for them as being worth
§23,500, T propose to have the jewels
valued and, after valuation, to conaider
whether and in what manner they

* shonld be disposed of for the benefit

of the Exchequer.

come-tax Exelgption,
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.|~ The “Sunday Independent " yesterday secured ‘|  anything from £10,000 tn_.iZﬂ.ﬂDi_m_ a world !
' this photograph of the Russian jewels, which figured - : *‘_mfkff- e That - '
in a remarkable election speech made by Mr. de " | . Mr. de Valera disclosed that 38 “yedrs ago a

i ) : vaff - doan was given In the U.S.A. lo a fépresentative of 1
Valera in. Youghal on January 17, Left: The centre- the Soviet Gaverrment 'by" em issaries. of the lrish

piece of this is of great value and is rated af 8 carats " Republic, and the jewels were giveriyes security by ‘
of sapphires. With it are 12 carafs of diamonds and | the Russians. The amoun! of the loan was not
3 of rubles.. Right: 16 carats of diamonds, Centre, .revealed, but it is belicvedito be befween 10,000 gnd
top: © carats of diamonds. Centre, bottom: © 20,000 dollars (£2,000 and £4,000 at the rates -
carats of diamonds.. These four pieces are valued at then obtdining). . ,

T ‘What Mr. de Valera Said ]

- - Mr, de Valerasald he had. |'Was the loan ever repald?-

. Uﬂﬂmﬂl‘%ﬂ o o Dumber Of answer is, “To my knowledge, no.
questions by one of the can- 1 “Where,
gidates In the Election, and |pe'® pot SUesUon 1 Woere.

he would take this oppor- .
, tunity of answering them, (answer is. ‘They are mafe to

The questlons arose out' of |SGovernment keeping.

events that had happened =“They were handed In a short
ln 1919, 209 1920 in ‘the |time after we came into offics by
JUnited States. | [the last private individuel into
v Az m know.” eald Mr. del_,. -keeping'—they B had -+ e,
Al erai- Wwere gt (hat-tlme over

there seeking ltion of the Since then, they bhave been 1o
Republic, set up Here foliowing the|Government control ewalting the
Ele:t:iw;l o.rt:ms. . ore- day of possible redemption .
-"At thap time Lhere Was 8 re -

sértative of the Russlan Soven 8o -far a3 | Know, thers
meng of thar day—thers had been Was nover any eftort mads o

i & revolutlon & short time before in realiss them. ner. &0 tar-'as -
Hi'-gﬁ:f—!‘-? [ think seeklog recoR-| | knew, was any sffort sver _
oi=on, -made 16 gat an expert

“Hg foung it diMcult te . A A
; N wslimate of thelr walus,
) Bot Amerlosn money. A loan whether [F was Ifttle or

was given 19 him- by the. ¢ oy ..

. | Irtsn mision, & ‘| “Tne intention was that they
" - In security for that loan, certain g, be k oan
. articles of fewellecy Were RIven UD|regmid bod hen i, 2 Joun was
. by him. Ilretu.mg:l. l.h::fe my answer will
= "1 have begn asked, frst of .all satlely thé gentleman.” '

—
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FPUHIS Is the ator.-.r ot tne’ :mels

. which, as related by Mr."de
Valera in his speech in. Youghal on
Saturday, .were given as.securily

|by.2 Russian envoy. in America in

1920 for & loan mmuﬂ hr “the
Irmll Repuhlk:.

by the “late ‘Harry . Boland, T.D.,
who returned from the TUnited

In time to vote against
Articles of Agreement for a Treaty

Bepublie.

Hebmughtthmtohhmthm"
hounmdthqrwmhiﬂdm .-

Last night, Hu‘dnnr, Mrs. °
Knl:hhan Boland O'Donovan, =
‘told" ma of the Big dnlﬁﬂ‘r

hvehqnplrtmt ]
ol m-urm"lb- e 2 T

" the pendant.  Theres are four
. prticles in all. Diamonds with
topaz, they, are  motnted Lo
platinnm, with safety loth

When Harry "Boland - had Dbeen
shot and was dying, he told hln
mother and sistér to . keep the
jewels tlll Mr. de Valera should
Teturn to power, thén to kand them
tnh.lm.'rhl.twulnlm

At the Hime the. C:i\ul’. War wu
Taging, and Mr. do Valers was in
the cmmtry When he next re-

|turfed to Dublin-Mrs. O'Donovan
|teld him of her brother's-inatruc-
l:lunn, and it wha ngrud batwurm

Tlhe jowels, wﬂ.teuln IBISH FRERS|thb
reporter, were brought - to- Irglanc| .,

Btates on St. Stephen’s Day, 19&. -
.}

4 ".'alerl Hr. Sean - mmm

between Britain and the mu.j BMre. O'Donovan sald last might

1the " Government of. meﬁF,emﬂin‘ )

florry Buwd heId the jewcls-for

and it was hls original intention
fo hdnd them to Michael Collios,
Minister for Fioance In . the
Cabinet, which split when the fatal
vﬂta f-:rr the * Treaty ™ went lhe
way it- did, At the timé of
Harry's death Fis brother, Gerald
Boland (present Minlster for
Justice}, and Senator O'Donoven
were in jail,

YWhen the time came, said Mra.
O'Donovan, the family were very
glad to be rid of the responsibilityf
of keeping the jewels safely. They|:

B —

hed kept them for sbout ten years.|:

f?u 1%
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~“Not: R_fedeemed

: Mr. de Valera Says

R. DE" \".M.'Eﬂlu na lllﬂlh i

at Youihai én !ntutdl:f. die= ;

_Idhﬂﬁ that -28 ‘yeard ago mm;Amﬂunt Nﬂt Stﬂtﬂd

akriaa o the “irlgn Reputills In
“the U8, gave g 10an to & rephe
santafivg af ta:Saviel Govern=
ment and. rqumul. a nmril!n
Jowels which.wers still in e
l hands of the Irish Government
awaliing the, day of possibis re-
| lll'mltlan. w h .

s -« “The

THE :munt of 1hs loam
wat ‘not revealed by Mr,
de Valers, but it iz oelleved to
be: batwosn " 10,000 and 20,000
dellars {£2,000 and £3,000 af
"the ratos then nltllnlng)

uw-‘uru ln ngmmt

One of the, candidates AL’ W]mn B v e

Election had a.skm him a number af
|gquestions arlsing out of events
‘which had happened in.the US. In
11919 and 1920, ang he would take
that oppertunity of amswering fhem,
Mr. de Valera continued,

v e ware it that time over there
seaking recognition of Lhe Republic

i tToey wére: hsldsd in & short
Hﬁm alter~we came into: oml':e by

last te  individual 1n:.n
Poc” Jofinf ol Nt o
‘wrﬂm} awaiting the| 20,2

Covernment
','IM' ol possible
“So far . 8s I .‘mw l.h.ere was
mr any affort ta realise
.them, nor, so far as kmw. WAL

sat up here following the election of
1078, he sa;d {“At that time there
#am @ mp_rmnuuve of the Russian| g
Government of that day—there hed
been A, uunlm.lun &8, shoTt time be-| Wis
fere in Russis—also, 1 think, seek-
Ing recognition.” He found 1t dlﬂl
cult to Fget” Amerlean money

loan way- given’ito him b t.ha
mlsalon.’ En wr,ur}w ior " m
certain les  of  jewel a
given un- him.

paked, firat nf l.Il
ever repaldld ..

AR '
< et AL We]l-Kept Secret

»

any effori ever made uet an
expert’ estimate * of value,
whether It was Jitle or m.uch' he
dded.  “The intention was that
m:,r should he kﬂﬂ- untll the loan
repald and then they were Lo
be returned. I hope my answer will
‘satisfy the” gentleman.™ .

NEGOTIATIONS
- IN-MOSCOW -

R PATRI{:R MeCARTAN, who
whs Y Presbdﬂnunl. tandidate,

‘s Clahn na Poblachta candi-
cnﬂ. cI . in the course 0 [

I.THI!I.I'GH Ii I:HIHI h‘rﬂll be

" raparded ns . “dead seoret”

4 hare, tha atory. ol s Russian
Jawals wus unum only. 18
._Nimited number, = mostly -old
" 1.LR.B. mén or thega who .could
ba relied on 1o kesp searets.”

. - The-secret wag well kept and 1t 1s
doubtful if it. got, outside & certain
circle, although many of those who
‘knew' sbout it took different sides
after the Treaty. .

REASONS FOR SECRECY. -

The main reasens for the secrecy
were that those who knew of the
.;]ﬁal were given to-understand that

e.Jewels were some of the Russlan
Crown Jewels, although only & small
mﬂmnoithem.:ndmatrrthe

‘bacame generally :known it

l be given undue, slgnificence
us.ed in-two or three ‘pontinents

to injure: the y-
ttltlﬂn of Ire m ep

b

Rep iblican Loan

-.,Ietu: 1o the nmapa.pm had
written:— .
“An Mr. chEnter goes back to
9141, perhaps 1 ahall ba”pérmmitted
to recount some Incidentis of 1820.
Early in thatgyear. Mr. de Valers
sont me to Ireland from the United
Elates to explain hla Cuban apmh
 —External  Assoclation wltl'l
" British Empire - !
“The lats Dolll'ld woh: my
‘place in Washington and New York.
When I re tew months
atey 1 was in both Mr.
lumd a.n-i HL 0 'nrnlern thng thaﬁ
d m ¥ 'h hmm.m ons Wit

ten ar Wentsr thousand

ltiai had recelved from
thm;h u:alag\ rtp nuuﬂu ggwﬂl
Unlied Btatea. © .
* Undar nmu 'lnm Mr! da
Valera, 1 salled’ from New York
vin Swedsn to nexotiats with the
Bovist Governmant W MOBGOW,

whaera 1 spent four months.
"“I-would have- s much groond

de Valera
ina as Mr,

thy
18k,

that monay
I&'I-:Rmndi
and, if nob, whera are the lewels

of which Cthelr

ment circles

onll:uues h.::l
custody T, gy b

0.8 at the‘tlme did not think ‘the
Jewals wm: Russlan reghlia jewels,
they still re
Jewels . in r. t they b
same member of
In.miljr

cluded a tinta and m necklace’ of
pearls interlaced with diamaonds,

irishmen in Naw ﬂr‘u ballaved |

at that time that the Jewels were
worlh abaul £90,000 or. £100,000,
. and i is sald that “they were worn
on ofe nuﬂllwl at l. dance in Hnr
e { Ireland
trans er!
we'IJ‘]l.L:’:pt gecret, ta?nd it ia thougiu.
they were poasibly amuuled
furniture, just as -mANY guUOS

been smuggled.
Thelr over to the Gﬂvm
18 mdwmum WS
& ateret. and it e

.:f & CGovern-
any id:e.a. that
there were Russlen- jewels o &

doubiful if an

Altho th sl ware
i:wurkinz“}lm Toih fre freedomIn the

¥-113uu:| in Covermment Bulld-
ings Ior & mlml:her of "years. .

fitates, “had losned mﬂi

rded them as n_

elonged, o
of the Russian Royal |
it is .:tated that the _tewels. in-|




