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STATEMENT OF MR. FPFINTAN MURPHY,

3, Greenpark, Orwell Road, Rathgar,
Dublin.

I was in Germany up to just before the outbresk
of the war in 1914. I retumed to London in July,
1914, and Joined the Bermondsey Company of the Irish
Volunteers. I am hending in to the Bureau my original
Membership Card of the Volunteers, dated 28/7/1914.
Captain Joseph Cassidy was in charge of our Company,
and we drilled in the crypt of the Church in Bermondsey -
Jjust with dummy guns and so forth. I would say we had

rractically no arms.

In 1915, there were just weekly drills, meetings

and lectures in the crypt of the Catholie Church.

On the lst January, 1916, I came to Dublin and
took up residence at St. Enda's. I transferred to
E. Company, 4th Battalion {Rathfarnham), Dublin Brigade,
of which Company I remasined a member until the Hising.
Having matriculated about 1912, I entered the University
in Dublin. While attending the University, I was
resident at St. Enda's. Amongst the residents, there
were Conor McGinley, Eamon Bulfin, Desmond Ryan, John J.

£
Kilga;ﬁon, Joe Sweeney, Bryan Joyce, Frank Burke and

- Eunan McGinley.

In February, or March, 1916, I was sworn in to



the 1I.R.B. by P.H. Fearse. I joined the Mitchell
Circle. I did not attend any of the meetings of that

Cirele prior to Easter, 1916.

As a Volunteer, I drilled at Wilbrook,
Rathfarnham - the o0ld mill. I am sure the book

gtrength might have been 150, but I would say there

would be, on an average, 60-70 on parade. We were not

all armed, but my impression was that there was a
considerable number of mixed arms, including Howth
rifles; and I would say that we, in St. Enda's, all
had good Lee Enfields. I had a Lee Enfield myself.

I was gquite aware that big events were moving
from practicelly the beginning - that there was
<
Eamething“un the mat, but I could not have told you

what it was precisely. Con Colbert must have been

at 5t. Enda‘'s quite frequently, as he was drill

instructor. He used to give the lads drilling and

auchlike,

I remember being on a Battalion exercise in the
Tallaght erea. I don't recollect whether it was
before or after March 17thi%é. There were other
Battalion exercises, but the details of them now I do
not recall. I do no recall taking part in any
exercisges that had to do with the city at all. They
were all country exercises, _Padraig Pearse, I think,
was the titular head r?fmmlﬂarke waz 1lat Lieutenant,
and Michael Boland was actually Company Captain in

1916. Bulfin was Lieutenant.

T
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I did not know anything about the planas for

this Company in the Rising.

#

The whole crew of S5t. Enda's - the students in
the University - were engsged 1n making buckshot,
ammannition, bombs, etc. There was a great quantity
made there. We were continuously at it for several

weeks before the Rising took place.

It appeared as an (Order in the "Irish Volunteer"
that there. would be manoceuvres on Easter Sunday; and
as 8 Yolunteer I was aware of it. I did not envisage
the Rising at all as it happened. I did not ponder the
matter. I don't know whether, or not, I knew
definitely therée wae going to be a Rising on Easter
Sunday .

During Holy Week, we were still working on the

stuff. Liam Mellows 18 the only one that I can recall

in definite form. We knew he had escaped from the
other side; and he was with us, dressed as a priest,
from - I can't say, what date; but he was with us until
the Wednesday of Zaster Week, when he departed for
Galway. I knew he wae going to Galway. I did not see

Connolly or MacNeill.

On Wednesday and Thursday of Holy Week, I was not
gsent out on nﬁy measages. On Priday, I got a meseage.
We were working on the munition making until about three
or three-thirty on Good Priday morning, and we had just
packed up to go to bed when P.H. Pearse and Willie

EEMEPearae arrived in, apparently from the city, and had a
Lt
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conversation with - probably - Bulfin, as the senior.
Eventually, Conor McGinley, to whom he gave certaln
instructions, did tell me to get my hat and coat on;
and Conor McGinley and myself took our bicycles and
set off for the city. This was in the very early
hours+ of Good Friday morning. Th;f;:;;;;l i::t'"“+ﬁﬁﬁx
mas to deliver these meseages to Tom Clarke, Seén

3%& MacDermott, Ehszfifiﬁi;la, Tom MacDonagh and Eamon

Ceannt. 1 did not see the measages. They were all

written.

We went to Mountjoy Street first - the mun;ter
Hotel - whereIWe were sent on to an address in North
Circular Road, and where we delivered the message to
Seén MacDermott. We then proceeded to Richmond
Avenue, to Tom Clarke's house. Froo—#hows—— :#ﬁ(
pProgesasa o LIrtirt Iark, whore we ecaw The QO'Rahilly,
JHQ and~delrversd Ul wessage. We then went to Dolphin's,
,;F’;Earn, and thence to Cnllenswood Avenue for Tom
MacDonagh. We did not see Tom ‘MacDonagh. We spoke
to Mrs. MacDonagh, who would not, or could not give na
any information %l tﬂkrhara we Bouif find Tom MacDonagh.
-L51£~Aldbu13

ﬂ:ﬁtwm#mmww a-.p-?f ”lﬁf“\
In order to try and locate Tom MacDonagh, we

decided to go Into the city, to Volunteer Headquarters
in Dawson Street. We arrived there before ten o'clock
iﬁ the morning. Ve waited around Dawson Street, until
Bulmer Hobson arrived at about ten o’c¢lock. I remember
Sergeant Hoey was on duty that morning. Conor and I
were standing at the corner of Duke Street, and we saw

Bulmer Hobson coming on his bike from the Stephen's
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Green end of Dawson Street. Hobason opened up the
Volunteer Headquarters premises; and, after a short
time, we went across the street and in to the
Headquarters. VWe asked Hobson could he tell us where
we might find Commaniant MacDonagh; and he informed
us, "No", but asked us what message we had for him.

We told him that it was a persconal message, which we
could only deliver to the Commandant himself. He
endeavoured to get the message from us, but we refused;
snd he “then told us that he could not be of any
agselstance to us. We asked him was the Commandant
expected there during the morning; and he said he did
not know. We asked would it be of any use for us to
waill; and he said we could do what we liked. We
remained there until some time after mid-day. When
we were about to leave, Jack MacDonagh arrived. We
told him we had a message for Commandant KacDonagh;

and he promised to deliver i{; and we gave the me&sage
© him. We returned to S5t. Enda's about four o'clock

in the afternoon.

While we were waiting at Volunteer Headquarters,
a number of Cumann né mBan garls came in. They were
making up Red Cross bandages and first-aid kits. I
remember listening to some of conversation amongst
them — what were they doxng this for® What use were
they going ‘to be? = and some of the others saying: "Oh,
You will see 1n time™. We were wise, of course, then,

and we sort of smiled tc ourselves at this conversation.

Nothing special happaned’in 5t. Enda's on Friday

i



night.

On Holy Saturday, I was in town nearly all the
day. 1 think we bought the "War News", which had a
reproduction of the British Government Order for the
" arrest of prominent leaders of the Volunteers, which
was a revelation to us., We visited Lalor's in Fownes
Street, and bought bandoliers and military equipment.
Brian Joyce ana John Kilgaﬁiun were with me. I think
we wound up "our last day on earth” by visiting the
Colliseum in Henry Street, which had just been opene&.

We returned to St. Enda's late on Saturday night.

. On Easter Sunday morning at about eight o'clock,
Bulfin produced the "Sunday Independent", which contained
the Eountermanding order by MacNeill. Bulfin was at
seven o'clock Maas. I went to ten o'clock Mass at
Rathfarnham, and after Mass Eamon Bulfin went over to
Eoin MacWeill and had & spirited conversation with him.
For the rest of Sunday - on Pearse's orders - we simply
atood by at St. Enda's. Pearse and his brother saw us
at about four o'clock on Sunday afternoon, I think.

They ceame back to see thelr mother, Nothing of

importance happened.

On Easter Monday, having received Company
mobilisation corder late in forenoon, we assembled at
Rathfarnham Chapel about noon, under the interested
eyes of the RH.I.C. We marched to Terenure, I think,
and got on a tram for the city. The tram was held up
at College Green. Bulfin, who was in full Staff
O0fficer's uniform, went on to the driver's platform
with his revolver, but the driver refused to go any

further. We dismounted, and marched to Liberty Hall,
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via Butt Bridge. This ;as about one o'clock.

Having been admitted to Liberty Hall, we proceeded %o
bore walls through. Instructions from the Post Qffice
were received immediately there, and we marched via
Abbey Street, 0'Connell 3treet, to Prince's Street,
where we entered the Post Office. We stood to for a

bayonet charge from the Lancers before we got in to the

Poat Qffice.

When we entered Prince's Street, we were told to

fix bayonets and turn about, at the ready - at the top
of Bince's Street - in expectation of a cavalry charge
coming down the street. This was warded off before

%

they reached us. Jack Mealy was killed there. He

let his rifle fall, and got shot on the thigh. Prior
to our Company being admitted through the gate of the
Post O0ffice, we were handing in bombs, through an open

window, to Volunteers in charge of Liam Clarke within.

One of the bombs exploded, and seriously wounded

Lieutenant Clarke about the face and head. Eventually,
the gate into the yard of the Post O0ffice was opened,

and our Company was admitted.

ey,
For some portion of the DEOE Monday, I think I

was engaged in moving stores from one part of the

building to another, and on sentry duty outside the
Prince's Street gate, Some time later, I was
detailed for duty on the roof, at the Henry Street side.

I have a distinct recollection of seeing a flag on the

Prince's Street side. I believe I saw Eamon Bulfin



and Willie Pearse together at the flag-posat in
Prince's Street. It was from the roof I was sent to
do duty as sentry on Prinece's Street gate, and when I

was relieved, I returned to my post om the roof with the

-

rest of the Company.

I remained on the roof throughout Monday night,
Tusday, Tuesday night, Wednesday. We slept up on the
tiles. My first lie-down was on Thursday afterncon,
in the maln scrting room, which had been converted into

#

a hospital woom I remember lying on one of the

cauntera%lwith full kit on me. While we were on the
roof, we were aup%lied with food from a canteen there.
I can't remember ever going in and sitting down to a
meal . It was handed out to us, I think. The food

was very scarce. The firat solid food I remember

getting was in Moore Street,

Monday night on the roof was, I think,
relatively quiet. There was a certain amount of
coming and going acrosa ('Connell Street, which led to
conslderable firing. qihi:ﬂour&axqﬁhere was a lot of

looting.on Monday afternoon. We could see it across

the street.

I think there was a certain amount of sniping
on the enemy on Tuesday night. There was alleged to
be a British post down at Amiens Street Station; and
I think I recall an order to us to withhold fire, 3¢ as

not to be drawing fire on us. Nothing important
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happeﬁed on Tuesday night. .

On Wednesday morning, I think shells began to
fly a bit. We heard them. That was when Father
U'Flénagan came up on the roof %0 ua in the early

hours of Wednesday morning.

‘ We were relieved from the roof on Thursday
morning. It was then I went down to the main

sorting room to rest. A bombardment of some fashion

was going on then. It appeared to be on us. I was P

Jm&uﬁ-h.,l‘..f

called to asgist on barricade warkjgﬁ We broke into .
the mailbag storeroom, and got mailbags, which we

filled with coal. We then barricaded the main office

windows. After that, I was on duty in the main hall,
at the front windows - just ordinary duty. I
remember seeing Connolly there on his stretcher. I

cannot recall Thursday night at gll. I think the

Metropole was on fire then. I recollect no fires
in the G.P.0. that time. Thursaday night - I cannot

recall what happened.

On Friday morming, the humharﬂment started.

I camnot recall the details of Priday morning i1tself.
I should think i1t must have been abéui gseven o'clock
in the evening when we got an order for general
assembly in the yard. It was a big space. IE may
have been the main sorting office. I was not up on
the building at all after the fires started. I was
aware, of course, of the fact that there we%e fires.
We were all assembled anh instruected. 1 think P.H.
addressed us. He told us that the building had
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become untenable, owing to the fires, and it was
proposed that we should evacuate in good order, and

mgke our way to Henry Street.

We evacuated in small groups, and dashed
across Henry Street into Henry Place, which was right

across from the Henry Street exit gate.of the Post

0ffice. At Henry Place, we were in%gladed by :Pﬁi

mr.i‘;v-?

:yumachine gung, apparently from the Rotunda. We took

cover and, in small numbers, turned the corner to
reach the Macr%ﬁtreet houses; and, as each party
dashed across the opening of Moore Lane, machine gun
fire came down the lane. We all got across in safety.
This would have been about eight o'clock on Friday
night, It was still daylight, but very soon after,

I remember, it was dark. Our party then entered the
first house in Moore Street. We bored through the
walls, from house to house, throughout the night; and

I recall retiring and resting in some 0ld shed there.
0 .

On Saturday morning, I made my way through all
the houses tc the most advanced house in Mﬁore Street.
It was & good stretch up the street. I don't know
what kind of rumours we heard then, but they were
generally to the effect that we were finished. There
was talk of surrender. At about three o'clock in the
afternoon, we were all commanded to parade out in
Moore Street. Large numbers protested agsinst this
order, but eventually we were all assembled. I
believe it was Willie Pearse who conveyed to ue the

message from P.H. Pearse that we were to surrender.
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After ﬂtanalng t&m&% a considerable time,
we marched through He;?;ﬂStreet intc Upper 0'Connell
Street, on the Gresham Hotel side, where we were
lined up at the pavement, with our arma. The British
were at the top of the street, by the Parnell
monument. We were given orders to advance to the
line of the tram-track, to lay down our arms, and to
retire back to the pavement again. The British then
rushed down on us, and searched us individuslly for
arms . After a conaiderable time, we were marched,
under escort, up to the green front of the Rotunda
Hospital, where we were all commanded to get on to
the g}aaa. Ielwere placed under armed guaré, and
remained there - men and women -~ higgledy-piggledy,

-

all night. ,

Between eight and nine o'clock on Sunday
morning, we were assembled again in marching order.
We marched, under escort, vie the Quays to Richmond
Barracks. There we were paraded, under escort, in
the square, and taken off, in four's, around the
corner of the Barracks. After each four deparied,
there was a burst of machine gun fire. This process
took many hours. We were all cross-guestioned by
all the G-men - each four of us - and were taken in
to Barrack rnoms; I cannot remember ﬁhn were the
three companions with me. There were military
officers questioning us. I think they relieved us
of all property - anything we had in our pockets.
They took all our names and addresses, for some

unknown reason, on the Saturday night in 0'Connell
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Street, which tock & long time.

I cannot recall the type of gquestions put to
me 1n Richmond Barracks. After questioning and
removal of any looee property, we were esacorted in
to Barrack rooams. I think they gave us something to
eat. I remember buckets of water anyway. Most of
us wanted to sleep; and during th; time we remained
in these rooms, G-men kept coming im and out, loocking
at individuals, questicning them, and sometimes
taking them out. I remember seeing Hoey and &nhnny

Barton there.

Late on Sunday evening, a large number of us
were assembled et the Barrasck square again. We
were marched out -~ peebabty under escort - and
arrived at the ﬁariﬁﬁkall, where we were put on(a’
cattle boat - an uncleaned cattle boat. There were
many speculations as to our deatination. Some sald
we were being shipped to France, %0 be used as a

labour corps. However, we were mostly so tired that

we alept.

I slept during the journey until we reached
Holyhead, where we were entrained. Eventually, at
eight o'clock on Monday morning, we reached Stafford

1’1;r.:«analn, where we were brought to the military prison.
Whilst we were being marched through the town, we
could see newspaper posters, announcing collapse of
Irish rebellion and surrender; and the passers-by
were very hostile, some attempting to attack the

prisoners, but were warded off by the British escort.

-
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In Stafford prison there were three buildings -
the Crescent, the Hospital Block and, I think, "B"
Block. Our crowd was put into the Crescent, which

was empty, and had apparently been cleared for us.

I cannot remember how many of us were in Stafford.

At first, we had three weeks' solitary confinement.
We got Army rations - Army detention barracks rations,
on Army scale. I was starving, to the extent that I
used collect the crumbs out Jmﬁr!zig% trzad.

We were completely deprived of anything in the nature
of reading matter, or anything whatever to occupy our

time. That was the woret part of it.

After three weeks' solitary confinement, we got
segregated exercise - marching around the ring in
silence, or alleged silence, for, I think, sbout healf
an hour in the morning and half an hour in thé
afternoon, which was, by degrees, extended to an
hour. I could not say when wvisitors were farst
allowed. I don't think that started until we had a

. ‘ Resdpvemumre B0 /.1
certain amount of free&nm{ visitors, or letters, or

anything. Fe

I was 1n Stafford until August, I think, when I
-was in the last batch to be transferred to Frongoch.
We did not go to the Sankey Commission until September,
when we were brought up in batches from Frongoch to

London - I=%hamk to Wandsworth.
Fhe
’d“*?""‘“
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This 1is quita accurate in its genﬂral outline and

-

;

‘i

|

%lsa in the details and in the tlmﬂa. How you, managed to get.In
so much 1in the twenty minutes is a miranla. I read both the

1

& X ;
Inﬂehndent and Irish Presgpiepnrts, and the, M. B. only confirma

'i

my feeling of hGW geod and fair a picture 1% 13. 'Unfortunately .
!
¢ J I was out of town that night and cuuld not 115ten in myself, butb

it wil} interest you to, hear that in ﬁhe Souﬁp Norwood district '

r .
ﬁhe reaeption wes qulte gncd with the exneption'cf the part from
1 - W .
the Rotundea incidanﬁﬁwhen thenbmas 1nterference and faain@. I,
u * F
thidk your father's 111=- 1uck in 1iifing to parta of it was due to

ched

that damnad German statian that too often comes 1n. I mlased by

Iiva minutes theé Bnland M11l brosdcast but the inﬂﬂh FGUP Courts
that followed was gquite good j Jacobs later in the week was also
fairs Athlone is pretty tondtant with 'me. - The set I use 1l3’an

%marican 5 velve and indoor agrlisl ; " Belmont. T'-

M&fé

Fbtel.dll faa

r . Haw'yaur own broadcast in dhﬁail.  You wouldlhy the way;

! - - . .
have got more meterlal out of the Easter Week chapters of the

Invisibla Army where I followed our own forbtunes more in detall

-' than in Remembering Sion.
Whet was. the flag first holsted : was 1t the middle
flag - green with I. Gw in centre ?' Where were ". The Piough and
d

f
i+

-*? the Stars ' we hear of so often ? Was this the flag Wilite and

4{2 Ihm hoisted 7 On Henry S, corner as soon as we reached 1t on the

ﬁcnday a yuung Glasgow ?oluntaer came along ' and erected a pole ;
é}I gm not sure whe’ger he than ra.n up & Tricolour but think =o.

r{ Do you recall the group on the Henry at. house later reading out
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Empater Week 2. . T, . .

the Lord Lieutenant's proclemstion about " 111-disposed persons " 2)

r

I don't remember Willie ‘holsting = flag but nelther do I recall
’Yam.daing so but he did for ha to0ld me 80 afterwarﬁa in Btnffard l
_vwhen I showed him & copy of Chesterton-Belloct's paper, Tha New
1 Witness, with an sccount of the Rising as, saen by a John some One
) who had wnfked as‘a valuntary smbulance man during the week. Phig
John had seen the hoistling of the Prince's Sk, tricolour by a
IVolunteer officer, in uniform § Yam blushed and 3aid the description

'was much too flattering.

| -

-
L3

The delay in opening the gate was stated to be due to

*the key being ﬁislaid. This was true becauae as you note the gate
waa cpaneﬂI You will reaall our vigll there and our admitting the

!Matrupule men 1ater a3 they evacusbted their position and how each

was covered with a- revolver and questioned., This sﬂene you ‘have

igiﬂ'arén later in your brosdcast so perhaps the detall mentioned may

! bring back more. You will vecall too the-rough barricade aavariﬁg
i .

| , 00
| in the first dash in, and ell the demage’that demned window'made

the entrance géta $ the bmnwing open of locks of differsnt rooms

Eun necks and hands in the scramhle:thrcugh. A1l the Monday scene
Eis vivid in ynﬁr accéunt; The walt, The chargé. Poor Jack Kﬂélj:¥
iLiam,Gigiﬁu' ( Your atrictur; on fﬂa bombs 1s only too true j if
Epucr Liam survived that éxp}a;;on, it has since occured %o me, they
ican't have been what we fandly thought in thnée’dsya'they were | )
IThe bombyunloaded I heard at the time were Liharty hall ones with
:matal strikers. Liam hed dashed round Ghearing when we first =m

{ entered, Hext I saw him after the auaidﬁnt, eyes glazedq He had

¥

! o go off =~ aftar an order fram Pearse-to hospltal. i ’

*R.amm'm«aﬁd%m%'&@sw “
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On the roof : you will find some more detalls in the Invisible
.tg._z_-:gl._ We fod on tea and rice a.nd ¥em told.us to screen our fags
-

?.n the darke. We saw the British officers ‘arosted. A visi‘l: from
f!'Hahil]:g. Amiens St tower. ﬂrowds. mmaur@‘) Amhulanc.as. Fire

enginas ? John K. golng belﬂw to cang:-atulata Peta .on his electiun.

..
%‘f
‘“‘“4‘“'%"«'12'—*@

{That fur coat that saved Jchn later with his coal—black face : he
gave 1lip to that ynu.ng pup vﬂm did his, hea‘h to get Gonur ‘and .

Dermot Lynch done in wish-his avidence. The aharp-eyea 1ittle

Lo Fos
faral

m

whoreson i } «Light showers;yes. Hnd the roar of rifle volleys

Qe gt I —
oJrdeg

Iélﬂng the quay® as Wwe 'E’iropped off. The énuth Publin Union perhaps ?
;&1;1 ‘the other detall here is I‘irat;rate ¢ the wireleu_Jon the f}.E.G.
iﬂ:r instance -.-;ith its flashea in tha ﬂark.*ﬂi#pparentlj the s.‘ctempt
to broadcast succeeded since wa aftarwarda gc-t: a U.S. paper of

i
Tuesday'!s date ‘with a huge Streamer @ Ireland declarea Republic on

I-'&Ln—q_a.

o Lo

o

13 :E:rcnt Dages . - ‘ . '
. Tueda]r t+ All accurate. There is a difficulty in getting the times
;right but you seem to have done this. Was ‘1t on Tu&sday -that ou¥%
o red-hea&ed " Caesar " of the Rathfarnham company roused us in the
'small houra with news of a coming attack and a crowﬁ of Liherty
5 [hall a;gmpai_;hiaars invaded the roof 7 I remember aeeing‘Buﬂkley
—z ‘and the Maynooth men on a short grip :t;lelow 1 tlred-and dusty.
Amang the rumours was & persais'li@t one tha.t the Lower Castle Yard

mantiun of HaocBride on a short visit an Munday or Tueaday. I ﬂp.ve
e

A

} .
:i was bteken and Willie seemed to credit this. Do you recall any
épan G'bstinaterai-cture of aaem,g; him passing thraugh the 1arge lower

2 §i TOON amiling and hailing peﬁple' on the Mnnday or Tueaday.

-,..-"* ﬂedneaday 3 The shallmg. Very good. oiiememhor; group of
@#Tﬂ-ﬂ%’@’%”{ - CoRane l"ll‘ 2 >



4

L
< :

x

. ]
. .
a *
- - i - "
R . e -
. 4 ‘ -

- ¥ -

Eaater ‘.‘faei{. :4- ' .
!u_s listanling i;;:u Lihert:r Hall gaing west and” the mach'lne gu.ns and
puundara malcing tha g alr. qulver, giid Yam saying :"J " ﬂnj,r bne who .
ﬂnaa atood thia can never be accused of cowardice. ':' Alan thst
curious feeling ‘to ‘'which :reu later refer that some of us_were due
{;) ffor a ‘bullets .Jack White J{m{:ice 1s dnne?c Make 1t clear thot
gf t:hat ‘FO'EL don't méan Gapt. Whita if ever you puhllsh this as the

"? ;Gapt. 1s elso known as " Jack White. " Desmond Fitzgarald t what

Ll
-
-

'i » lnuhle réatraint you ahawéd“ } I think you ‘had a 111:1;1& story aboub

.
j the waakneas of" that gantleman for unnfusing tea and noffea in Lhra
o~ raama pot. He was gcod tn me thn', I must aay $ cig;ara nnd. Oranges.,
J *ﬂll the deacriptiun hara 13 vivid and to the point. '
N 'l.;]' _ |Th1:l.!'sda]' s _Sa.le_lala.pplieﬂ. Again see tha Imriai‘ble Army reo fire atic
Q Ias I folloved noces and melory vary closely. “ . . -
- ¥ L .Jr

-
1]

s !Frida_:.; : Same remarks -
ESU'RRE'I&DER : Al:l. goed, Do }rau'remeitber Pearse saying we were going
1 "to break through tao Four, Us}urts 7 Pll.mkatt rallying the men past
? ithat darricadse 7- Pearse hed evidantl'y heard Tam hs.d baen slightl:r
'hit bauause he mentioned ’shis as we met :Ln Noore St. One thing -

iyﬁu have cmitted - again the : source alraady quntad will rafrez}sh
7\_ X |3ruur memory $-our going thrnu,gh the Mnara S5t. rooms ‘and warning and

} searnhnins tha men. re pcasi‘ble loot; emd that we found not cne case

j_g L
ﬁc 3 \ oi‘ thils = int_iignatiﬂn or ehaf_f at the suggestlion - except one gey

g

poor frightened chap, middle-aéad, who had taken a tawdry comb for

}
.

J ’hia wife 1 Exm Exhaustion anﬂ weariness well ccnveyed ? recall
converss,tion with you as we sat on o floors Willie told me that
Enpnoll‘g had been asked out to digcuasa surrenﬁar + nothing else for

1t except slaughter ; to say nothing.  Tears in Gannolly,"s ayes in

- . #
He Q. room, - - . N . ) -
b ! - - . N
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aster.Woeke Be - & o <L, Q”Q%
Omly one aﬁhar puint H ?ge abuaeitThia cannot bo over- .

s

&

— "1?-1"_'"

idc-ne but 1t 15 perhaps as well to recall our- hitter a.nd nvemvrought

a

. o
:f‘aelinga. For ins‘l:ance General Lowe - ona “of the heﬂt :::f the lot,

| .
courteous’to Paarse and Misa Farrell, an upponant of T;h‘e axacutiana

etc. - was ra‘thnr terae with his f’ You will he watered and fed.

r_r W

'I’hia aﬂemad worse at tha 1;1111& th.a.‘n. it was in the uirﬂmnstemces but

":'E'nr 3eara th@ aub-cenauinus resentment of thra tima I h’aard :I.t

H'r

;lsirmnered inside me;@ I -:}nly sa:;r this for ]rour guiﬂanue in case you .
lever puhliah mything of this hroadcaut.. An:,r experiénce 1ike that .
tleavea over ‘stored 'bitternaas thz;.t‘. cmmut alwaj's be j:ustified a.nu

ma;r distart or glve an: outsider the id.ea that the accuunt is hiaaed.

- - ‘-‘-‘ell tha,t‘s all, and ma:ny thmﬂ:a i‘ur aend.ﬂ_ng tha Ihh S.
'and regrets I dir:‘. not hear 1t. "I do ramemher waking up in the

3 . .

[Rctﬁnﬂa “but ha.li fu:gotten :gfou ‘Wore my bla.nk.at. Y

L]
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G.P.0. EASTER WEEK 1916

Twenty years age tonight and almost within a #m
of this dete, I stood, with & rifle in my hand, on the roof
of this G.P.0. |

It had been I:Eihﬂ and oocupied ebout midday on
thet Easter Monday by Pearse, Connclly, Sean MaoDermott,
Tom Clarke, Joe Plunkett, and the garrison with them, and
cleared of its protesting cocupents; and the proclamation
of the Irish Republic had been read by Connolly from tlhn
street and latesr posted up., The tricolour had been
triumphantly hoisted on the roof,

My company, E. Company of the 4th Battaliop, had
been seriously delayed in its mobilization and we did not

got to the Fost Office until after one O'clock. fia wers

led by Eamonn Bulfin, a staff lisutenant on Fearse's personal

‘staff. By the way, it was Bulfin's father who wrote ®"Rambles

in Eireann" eand hed beaun, long ago, in Buenos Aires and was
editor of the "Seuthern Croasw, '
When we got to Primces Street, our efforts to galn
admisaion o the G.P.0. did not meet with any responae in '
apite of our repeated calls and knocking. Hnn;rnr, 'wi'xilat
wa were trying o make ourselves kmown, a diversion cams in
the rorm of a messenger to tell our G.(ll. that & tromp of
Lancers was advancing at a gallop fram Upper O'Connell Street,
ﬂ'? were orderd to fix bayomets and take up our positimae at the
%np of the street. This was an unexpected baptism of fire for
us, but we took up our positions and awaited the uhal;rga. We
soon heard a burst of firing around the ¢ormer but no troupe
appeared. A further crack of the rifles apnd then gquistness

again. The Lancere had been driven off by sunipers from within

and,luckily for us we were reformed to enter the building,
-1 =



For some reaacn which I have never learned, the gutfna were
not opened and we had to break soma windows to get in. It
was here that our first casualty occurred. Jack Keely of
Rathfarnhem and I were at one window and he jumped to the
sill. A8 he did soc, he let his rifle drop and when the atock
hit the ground the rifle went off, the bullet ripped up
through his thigh, and poor Jack feel mortally wommitei.
When wo had climbed through, we reported and scon

Willie Pearss came down to welcome our arrivel telling us
hom anxious Pearse had been at our continued nhnna-.. We
were socn detailed for serious work on hands, and our firat
Job was to unload a cartfull of hand grenades which had just
arrived in Prioms Strest., After all our trouble in Ifa.- cing
our way in to the Post Office same of us had now to go out
again into the street -- this time, however, we used the

gate to do . These grenades were home made, just tins
packed with shrapnel and a oharge and they wore pmhnt::lr oo re
dangerous to us than to the enemy. Anyway, they soon
wrought havoc with ome of our om. We had been handing them
in through a window for some time when, just as I nrri.'rnd
with en armful, I saw lLieutenant Liam Clarke of my m cotpa ny
stending i1nside olearing some of the grenades from the sill.
As he mwas lifting them, as bad luck would have it, one slipped
from his hand and, to my conaternation, expleded. I expected
the mhole lot would go off but fortumately they didn't, but
Liam Clarke got the full contenta in his r;ca anl he ualla soon
all covered with blood and had to be removed to the field
nospital inside. Owr compeny was certainly being unlucky --
with two casualties within an houns. :

_ e next got orders to garrison the roof, and when we

1
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TUESDAY:

arrived there I was just in time to see Willie Pearse with
tLieut. Bulfin hoist the second tricolour on the Prince's
Street side. We were to make the roof cur home for some time
to cAma —= in fact, we were not relieved until Wednesday
afternoon, taking our meals in a canteen which was al roof
laevei., A8 the roof was surrounded by a parapel, it mads an
admirable barricade for us. The weather was fine and dry
F .A.ffd." et s mgmannd

that week and sleeping oh the roof was no great hardship.

We spent the afterncon on the look-out and watching
the crowds which had not yet dispersed in the street below
and agquads of our men crogsing over ('Coanell Street %o take
up poaitions in the buildings on the opposite sildse.

Inside the building, there was feverish astivity
fortifying 1t and getting in stores as well as establishing
communications with the other garriscns in the city. Head~
quarters $taff was established in the central hall on the
ground floor, and the sorting room was made into a hospital.

wﬁ-nn-'l Flowd cmm A — 3 T ' -~ N L L
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In the telegraph room, efforts were being made %o
despatoh and tap messages; and across the roed in the Marconi
Wireleas School over the D.B.C. attempts were made to broad-
oaat the news of the insurreotion to the world.

The night oame on without much incident, and gbout
three on Tuesday morning my turn came for a sleepn and I 8lept
goundly if not exactly comfortably reclining on the aslates
till dawn.

Tuesday was uneventful enough, although the British
seemed to have managed to get as close as 0!Connsell Bridge
with what we afterwards learned was a home-made armoared-car
and frsm time to time sprayed the street with maohine-gun
fire at the slightest eign of movement. Communicationa with
the parties ocoupying the Imperial Hntalzfifgtﬁf, and other
bulldings opposite became somewhat hazardous; and it was oniy

by short rushes that our men could get over. From our vantage
-3 -



point on the roof we had an excellent view of all that took
Place 1n the street below. By now, of course, the crowds
had cleared off and execept for the movements of our m:nn it
was deserted. !

Stories of the progress of events in other centres .
came up to us from below of the moat waried and sometimes
ranéﬁatic pature -- soma said the Cermans had landed here,
there and everywhere, == a German Submarine was coming up

Wz yolo~fing
the Liffey, -- ouroen were marching in from the country, --
the whole of the country was up in arms and so on.

On this afternoon Dormall Ua Buachalla, the present
Seanascal, and his gallant little band from Maynooth ]::u.d
succesded in making their way up from the country and had
Jjolned the garriscn. _

Qutpoats were being detailed to various outléying
Places in the North City and reliefa despatohed to the posts
at Hopkine and Kelly's Port at 0'Connell Bridge.

Sniping was continually proceeding through the day
but the British being too far distant did not sweed in
returning it to any effect. |

Here, I must not forget to pay a tribute to the
gallantry and goodness to us of that brave band of women,
some only in their teens, who tended and cared for us during
the week, some of them risking their lives in crossing the

street to our outposts there and all reedy and willing to

undertake dengerous missions toother commands end elsewhers
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I remember awaking on Wednesday morning to a loud erash

at no great distance away, Soon s realised that an attenpt was
being made from the Liffey and D*Olier street to shell us al-
though at that stage with very little result. About eight o'olook
the late Fether m“mmlhum' ptrest came bravely olambering
over the roof. He wore his stole and told us he was going to give
us General Absolution im view of what eppeared to be the beginning

A LA _
of em attack and them prooeeded to do . Shortly after a very -
different figure scrambled ecross and with a very different missicn.
He was a squat, thickset figure, with the ruddy face of a sailor,
with a red muffler arcund his neck and a large black sombrero-like
hate His side pockets were bulging with something or other, and
he had & large kunife thrust in his belt. There wes no nervousness
or agitation about this one -- in fact he had somewhat of an air of
Jubiletion and wae clearly enjoying himself. He was none other
than Jack White of the Citizen Army. Jack was & rough dismond bt
cortainly a cheery companian im a tight corner. He hed seen & bit
of the world -~ in fact, according to himself, he had aean all the
world from China to Peru and regaled us with gory yarne of some of
his amazing edvemtures, in .~furrin parta®, He could relate these
stories with a wealth of descriptive powsr which was nothing short
of miragulous but I hargn[t time to tell you any of tham muoch as I'd
like to. - Jack'sa Tiaiit 1o us, however, was for the purpose of
telling un how to use thq,hm;:madn gronades ,- so pulling ons from

his Jacket pecket he began to tell-us in the most lurid langusge

imaginable not .only how he suggesfed we should use them but also

how thay E;m..tn be mfh' My campanion beside me 4i¢ not relish
the fluency of his speech bnd mildly asked him to restrain it.
Thia, I thin.k,_ painnd'h;ruok bacause he left us soon after and I 4id
not see him for scme days — 1in fact not until just before the
surrender in Moore street whem, I gathered, he was packing up to
move on to ancther revolution, ours having apperently fei led to
come up to his expectaticms.

Towards the middle of the day we were relieved from roof

duty and although the weather had kept remarkably fine we were

plassed to get
-5 =



down for s change. The bombardment was still proceeding spasmodically

without, however, rmch result.

Our new duties were to re-inforce the men at the barricades
at the windows in the central hall and here for the first time during
the week I cemein close contact with our leaders. Connelly was
reclining on a stretcher bed on account of the wound i1n his leg whach

' was certainly worrying him a lot by now in spite of attention. Around
[ him would gather from time to tame Pearse, MacDemmott, Tom Clarke,
‘ Joe Plunkett and thear attendart staff officers, consulting and

[ reviewing the positiqn and iasuing orders.

our worst Bnam;r'{ﬂs now creeping up on us. The old
Metropole was blazing furiously just across the narrow width of

Princes street, as well as the Freemens Journsl office and that whole

=

block. The buildings on the other side of the street were also
beginning to teke fire so that all to the south eand east of us was
blazing. That night I was put oo sentry duty et the Princes street
&ate and apparently forgotten for I spent most of the méhi-. thare_
wetching the bleze through the gate. Some of our men went out BETOSS
to the stables at the back of the Freemans Tournal office and released
the horses. The frightened enimals stampeded up the street and gave

the i1mpression of a cavalry charge.
\ N
L ks

Towards momang .I #was relieved and turned into the canteen
where there was a crowd off duty end I spent some time with them

regaling ocurselvea m’éh_ hot soup. Considering our difficult pesition
: wnitat 1o dorendmn,
the ¢commisariat was ali:uellantﬂ Desmond ¥itzgerald woo 1n akomoa ~a

e el Lt
¢

thi~ Aneneke——
o s ang m A -

Thumday Thursday morning dawmed another fine amd bright day. e¢
e ver b
,Burating shellgcould be heard, We were called on to help

the barricades in the front windows. I-and-some-othens went searching

L]

for material - 1t was decided 1o use the coal out of the cellsrs but

" wa had no means of hauling it up so we scouted around until we ceme to



FRIDAY

the mail bag room which was locked. We burst it open and there to
our satisfaotion we found nsatly piled up hundreds of new, clean

mail bags. ‘These we brought domn to the cellars and filling each
with coal we carried them up to the windows and stecked them like
sapd bags. ‘They seemed excellent for their purpose as the hard

coal formsd a fine bullet-resiating material, but whan the fires orept
down to them they added to ocur difficulties to put—them out.

This work had been pretty exheusting end werwere given laave ,:,I:, 3
to lay off for a whila. I searched around for a oomparatively
quiet corner and eventuelly ceme on the sorting room ‘lhiil:!h kad been
turped into our hospital. I climbed on to ome of the ecounters and
socn fell famt asleep, Sams hours later I was awakened by e
terrifie explosion but I did not immediately get up. Presently,
however, e nurse told me that shells were beginning to drop on the
roof ard 1t was being evacuated by the men who had relieved us
yestorday.

The British had evidently found the range and were buay
landing insendiary shells on ue. It was one of theass sholls which
finally set the roof alight causing the whole building to teke fire
and eventuslly driv_ing us out.

By Friday morning we were well ablaze and streunucus efforts
were made to extinguish it in the upper storeys but to no avail apd
bit by bit we were drivem domn till the roof finally sollapaed.

During the late afterncon The 0'Rahilly set out with a aquad
to reconnoitre and clear a way for our retreat to a new positien, if
necessary. He went to the head of Moore Street and ms is well lmown
planned to charge up the street to tho British barricade., He had
not gone far when he was rllruu:l: by a fusillade of bullets and fell

dead at the head of his men.



THE EVACUATION AND SURRENDER.

By FPriisy ;ftcrzmﬁﬁ-h%zzil roaliged that our occupa-
tion of the building could not last much longer and, eeupied
wih$edesrosccd cud Bepeless focling whish kol T4 piT
5e8$8isz of pmany «fTum, there was a bhustling activaty to col-
leot what stores we oould take with us when the evacuation
was ordered. By thie time, of ocourae, the roof and upper
storjes had been blazing for a long time and we were now only
occupying the ground floor and the Henry and Prinoes Street
wings.

Towards the evenirng the order was given for the fall

in with full kit in the central courtyard, and presently

PeH, Poarse and »l. - —— —. .. Hesdquarters Staff with their
ataff officers took up & position in front of our assembled
ranks, and, having addressed words of enoccuragement and praise
for our defence of the position, tecld us that the staff had
decided that the building was untenable and that we must seek
positions elsswhere. OQur orders were to leave by the Henry
Street gate and proceed in column across %o Moore Lane opposite,
where we were to receive further orders. An advance party had
gone ahead to prepare the way for the main body. It must have
peen about eight o'oclock on that clear spring evening when the
garrison tegan what was %o be 1ts second last major movement
before the end. It was alsc to prove praastically my last glimpsge
of B=H. Poarse whom 1 had known for so many years, first as my
echoolmaster and then as my military commander. He looked weary,
1 remember, but not defeated — 8till the same guiet voice whioch
had inspired us on 80 many ocoaslions. Bul—I-8l8o—Wwas wooiy oo
P-ae-medd-Lo Zoilc ony Souls stosrTatisnn, nmer fto st I e
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We flled out and doubled aoross Henry street, but when
we arrived in the lane we were met by the clatter of a maochipe
gun seemingly straight ahead of us. An officer yelled an
crder for us to seek cover and we drew in to the walls on either
s8ide awaiting further orders. At first i1t was not apparent
where the enemy post was located, bub presently we realised that
i1t was mounted on a building in Parnell Street, a considerable
distance away but still covering perfectly all advance in the
lane. None of our men were hit, and after we had recoverad from
our momeéntary surprise we received orders to advanoe gingle file
8and turn left in the lans leading to Moore Street. At avery
movement we made, a further burst of firing grested us bubt we
gradually edged along until we reached the turn where we were
témporarily under cover. Abont halfway down this loft~angle
lane was another lane to the right which ran at the back of the
Hoore Street houses and aoross the entrance was & roughly built
barricade. Y'here was another British machine-gun away up this
lane whioh covered the entrance, and &8s each man darted pest it
there wag a spurt of gun fire which spattered itself on the
opposite wall. AsS each man rushed across and received his bursi
of fire, the next man would pause befors making his dash. As
there were some hundreds of us to get through it became a very
tediocua Jjob, as well as nerve-racking, wondering who would be
the first to be hit.

It happensd that & Staff lieutenent, Bamonn Bulfin

-

(Bmlom s thnt-Tur .l Dot mmae et R e e — s, ), WaS
the man in front of me; and as he rushed forward he slipped or
tripped raight in front of the barricade. I was horrified as a
burst of firing ewept down the lane, but the trip saved him and
he sorambled up and on unharmed.

1% might well be thought that some one of us was due for
& ballet or two by now and my turn hed coms. I must confess
that, laden as 1 was with my rifle, kit, and overcoat, a woary
feeling came over me so that I could scarcely hope to get ihrough,

but there was nothing for it but to take my chanoe. 30, waiting
=
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for a 1lull, I rushed forward to the ratitle of the gun and %o
my intense aurpr;aa and relief iandad on the f;r side in the
ghelter of a friendly wall.

The rest of the méen came one by one across until all
wore safely through without a single casupalty.

1t was lateX now and getting dark. Those ahead of ue

had commenced tunnelling operations through the houses in Moore

. 3treet connecting house to house with the object of approaching

the British lines as alesely as possible at ths top of the
street. I and some others being near the end of the line re-
tired 1lnto an old stable to eat the 1itile we had in our knap-
sacks and regt a bit. Meanwhile, the §§;§§$;3§ wae proceeding
m_t:ﬁh? house§ and later that night my companions and I
went through the—hwmel to lend a hand wb=t%. After some hours

of this work we snatohed e few uneasy hours sleep till Saturday

£3

davwned. I remember that morning going forward through the rooms ™

from nhouse to house and talking to eaoh 1little group, trying to
find oul our position and what was happening. None knew much
exoept that sctivities were at & standstill and we just waited.
Later in the morning, officers oame through and told ‘us the
dread news that negotiations were procesding with the Britiah.
Firing had ceased som¢ time now except for the orack now and
again of a aniper's rifls.

The hours passed slowly enough. Speculating on what was
to come next, some of us managed to colleot scme food of sorts
from the shops, others were unconoernedly shaving themselves and
Smartening up their appearance: some lay round asleep exhausted.

Towards late afternoon, we knew some thing was about to
bappen and presently word was passed along that we were to fall
in with kit and rifle in the street below. The word “surrender™
was whispered around and some began openly to protest that they
would never do sc end wounld Ffight to the end. However, onpr
officers eventually got us all out in the street and we fell in
&8 ordered. Presently, we saw UWillie Pearse [who was & staff
captain on E=H. Pearse's personal staff) approaching with some

e
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other officers. He 8tood beforel us and calling us to atten-—
tion told us how hopeless our position was, and how F=H. Pearse
and the General Staff had decided that we must surrender. He
praised the gallant stand which had been made againat such
overwhelming odds and then gave us our instructions. We were
to march down Moore Strees, through Henry Street and into Upper
OTConnell Street where we would be met by the British and where
we would make our surrender and lay down our arms. Th;ra were
protesting murmurs from the rapks, and mutterings that we would
khdhhﬂiﬂﬁﬁ
never lay down our arms, when Pems®® ocalled us to order and told
ue to0 uphold our honour with dignity, not to £linch at our Pinal
humiliation, but to realise that we had fought bravely for the
Irish Republic end only overwhelming force had defeated us.

It was a sad moment for all of us, whether we felt
defiant as gome did or just dejeoted at our failura-

Soon tﬁn cfficers' oommands were ringing out and we
marched briskiy forward with our rifies at the slnpa for the
last time. As we swung into O'Connell Street, we could see the
British in hordes at the upper end of the street with their .
rifles at the ready evidently wondering whether we were going
to make a surprise attaok on them. We marched over opposite
the Gresham and got the order to "left turn™ facing across the
street, The British still kept at a respectful distance till
we got the order "two paces forward — lay down arms — two
paces retire." This done -- we were now defenceless and with a
Tush the British ocame forward and surrounded our column. They
were evidently surprised at the fewness of us and kept enquiring
whether there were not more of us to come. \

The British officers now began to pass down the ranks
&nd with abusive remarks and sneers asked each hisluama and -
address, and searohed our pookets for bombs and ammunition., we
Seéemed to be atanding there for hours when we got¥ the order to

"right turn" and we were marched under cloge escort into the

grean in front of the Rotunde Hospital where we were herded on

=



to the grmas. By now, it was dark and we were ordered to |
8it or lie dowmn on the plot. There wore s0 many of us that,
in order to comply, we had t¢ lie on top of cne another end we
wore ringed round by sentriea, shoulder to shoulder with ri:::ad
bayonets. Here we were io spend the night, and sleep if we
could -- and strange to say many of us did. 4 figure lay
goross my face and with difficulty I managed to wriggle free
to £ind that it wae none other than Desmond Ryan who in later

years wirote "The Man called Foarse" and "The gtarr of B Swcesa”
L. |

Another dawn was near and s¢ for me emded Emster Week, qu('g ,

but there begap probably the greateat movement that Irish

hietory has ever soen.

——] P



MEMORAND Ukl . BURD STAITE MILEAT4 1973.27

BUREAU GF MILITAL, { 1§70/ TGT}-‘H‘
[No. w.s. 30 I

The attached document in pencil script on a

British Army Conduct Sheet, Army Form B.1l21, contains

the i1nstructions for the use of an invisible ink

glven to me by an alleged German Secret Service Agent,
and referred tc by me an the Statement I gave to the
Bureau. The "X" referred to 1n the second line of
the front page nf.' the document was a heandkerchief.
Mr. Robert Brennan also refers to this Secret Service
Agent in the instalment of his memoirs in the i1ssue

of The Sunday Press for the 5th February, 1950.

SIGNED: A M""‘"‘PE"}

DATE: [of- Moy (450
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