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tatement of liam Whelan,

3 Grmenor m:La., mtland Road, Bray,
Ce. Wicklow,

_ I joinsd the Tﬂluntgarﬂ following the
Redmondite split and I was attached to "D' Company
of the 2nd Battalion., Oscar Traynor wﬁé'iﬁ sharge
at the time and Paddy Moran was the Gompany Offlcer.

On Easter Hm, 1916, I mobilised at

Palrview 'm our group was aomposed of Cltizen Army

men and Volunteers. = I cannot say whether

Harry Boland or Vinoent Poole was in canmand on that

L!.lj". All through Monday we held a post. at Gouldings

ana worke, Fairview.Bridge. Harry Boland had

received word that Frank Henderson had a post down

|n.t Ballybough and wé left Vincent Poole and attached
Belves to0 Frank Henderson's party. He was in

Gilvey'a, the Wine Merchant's Stores, at the corner

of Richmond Avenus,  We reanained there on the

. Toesday and rthm were three priscneras taken =

|
I remember thsy were instructora at the Bull Wall,

llinrrr Boland detailed his brother and I, and he ocame
along himself to take in thess prisonsra to the
G.P,0. We brought them into the G,P, 0. where wo
surrendered them. Then we went back to Ballybough
t‘o Captain Henderson. Word came through that the
British were enclosing the area and it was dscidad
that we retire to the Post Ma, 80 we I:;lﬂ.l‘Gth in

on the Wednesday to the Poat Office.
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Prom the Post Office, Hed Boland and I were sent
aoross 0 the Dmperial Hotel where Frank Thorniton was
in charge (he was called 'Drennen'), and we remained |
there until the order camé through for the evacuation.
We received an order to escape to the country. lwa
worked our way into Marlboro' Street and eventually
reached mthadral Street. Boland ia&t me there and

he went into the Church. It was in the evening,

I went up along the lane and I was captured by a party
of British soldiers at Brittain Street at the back of
gome houses., They thought I was a German 8pYy.

e officer gusstloned me in German but all the Germsn

I knew was "Yeh", which I did not say. He then put me
against the wall to shoot me. The shooting party was
actually formed up. My halr, which was wery fair,

had grown long and had fallen over my forshead and nose,
s0 I asked the officer if I might Drush it baok,

"you go ower there", he said, "and I will brugh it for .
you', - He countermepisd the order t0 shoot me and he put
me intoc an armoured car (an 0ld boiler comverted into an
armoured car). The next morning he opened the door of
|the armoured car and asked, "DIid you get:- your hair
brushed yot?". I think it was that request saved my
life. I réimained in the armoured car then until the
sui;randax'- s, and we were marched to Richmond Barracks.

Pan Clarke was in the file in front of me when we halted
in Richmond Barracks and he gave me a large sum of
mondy. e sald, "Hlll, you take thia, I wont msed 1t

any more", I don't know the amnn:;tnrmnnarhut I am
sure it coculd have been about £50. I @&id not keep 1t
‘as the soldlers tock it from ms, Clarke knew he was
finighed then. “

" During Baster Ueek one day while in the IDmperilal
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Hotel there was a call for Volunteers to go on reconnaiss-
ance and I was sent out on it. I went all around the

" town and I saw the Helga firo. When I saw the Helga fire

I was on the north pide of the Quays down towards Batt
Bridge. To the best of my recollection there was only
one shot fram the Helga while I was there. I ﬂiﬁn't
gtay there to0 long. ‘The Helga was well back - at least
500 yards fram the Loop Iine. ‘That would be on the
Hlaﬂnaaﬂmr. Why I have Such a clear recollection of this
event is, when I got back off the reconnaissance

I reported to the Poast Office, I 4id not report back to
the ﬂpurinl for the moment, and in the Post Office I saw
Jemes cnnnaliy lylng wounded. ‘There was an officer there
whom I°did not knmow, and I sald to him that I had been on
reoconhalssance and he sent me %0 Jos Plunkett and why

I| remembor this incideni so well wae: because I gave my
report to Plunkett — 1% was a verbal ope, I told him
about the troops in Trinlty College and aﬁmi the Helga,eto.

&1 he sald wes, "#hy didn't you put 1t in writing?".

- b - . L

Wnile on reconnaissance I went out by College Gréen.
There ware crowds of people on the gtreet. “When I came
ocut of the Imperial I raced across %o the !'nit‘ Office and
then T went down I’riﬁa'a, Lane and got out in Abbey
Street, got on o the Qiays and up to 0'Conmell Bridge.

I [crossed 0'Connell Bridge though they ware firing.

There must have been at least 100 pecple standing on the
fork of* the road, D'Ollier Street. I croesed O'Connell
Bridge and went up Westmoreland Streét, saw thé British
troops in Trinity College and thén made my way down

Poarss Street (Great Brunswick Street then), and down
Hawkins ‘Street down to Butt Bridge -~ just near Batt Bridge -
but I did not cross it. I finished my reconnaissance

thereé and I came back the same way practically and got
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- into the Post Office.

I returned to the Imperilal and told Boland about
Joe Plunkett's remark sbout putting my message in writing,
ul'u had a good lamgh over it.

I remesber a panic when we arrived at the Post
Office from Pairview. Orowds of people were looting the
ghops and I can't say what caused the panic, but a lot of
us dropped on our kmees with our rifles "et the ready” -

some fired, at what, I do not know. ‘The panic was

- apreading and Connolly came out of the Post Office and

niarohad. uwp and down the road in front of it., Ho said,
"§teady, we are going t0 have a good fight". He guelled
the panic. He Adetalled us off and that was when we were
sent to the Imperial Hotel. On the Wednesday shelling
c|mum'aﬂ and when we left the Imperildl, the roof was
b!:l.a.aing. The walting was the worast: you could not leawve

until you were to0ld to 40 ®O.

_ I was deported to Stafford Geol. From there
I|was sent to Frongoch from where I was released with the
general body of prisoners, Christmas 1916.

Within twelve monthe following my return home, my
Battalion was reorganised and I again found myself with

iﬂ; dld Company.

Up to the passing of the Comscription Bill my
activities were malnly confined to Company 4rilling and
érilling which was purely routins, -

It was: Harry Boland who intimated t0 me that I was

required to do a job, but he Aidn's state what it was,

hence he sent me off t0 Parnell Sjuare: I forget what
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m:ar in Parnaell Sauare. Arriving there I saw
Dick Malcshy, Diok MeKee and Cathal Brugha, I am almost
certain Michael Collins was there t0o, amongat others
ose names I camnot recall at the moment, I was
informed by Gathal Brugha that there was very dsngerous
work t0 Le done and he asked would I volunteer for 1,
At the time he d1d not etate what the work was.
11.’ answered that I would volunteer., He then arranged a
meeting which I was to attend in Parnell Square on a
partioular date ~ I think about three days later. |
I remeniber going to Parnell Square for this meeting and
é:.on:got there, there was no meeting, sc I was a bit
wexed sbout it and wondered what I was golng to do.
I knsw where Cathal Brugha lived or at least where his
offices were on the Quay, 80 I went d:l.racﬂ..r there, but
he haed liaft and on inguiries I learnsd he had gone to
Ey Place., I think it was NS, 3, Ely Place, but I an
not quite sure of ths mnmmber. E

He was in this place and I was in a very bad temper
when I met him. I burst into the room and I am afraid
I|used some bad langunage. Dick Muloshy was present and
8aid to me, "It 1s all my feilt, Whelan. I am sOrry
Ildldn't un&wrd to you"., There were about ten
Voluntéera preaent whose ngmes I cannot remember now,

but they imeluded Joe Good, Mat Purlong,-Sam Bellly and
MeoKmuare. We were all asssmbléd there and Cathel Brughe
'ﬂu{.iﬁg _‘_‘_'IO'I, bafore 1 tell you mﬂ:ins about this, .1t is =&
very dangerous job, and I have not much hope of you
getting back from it and any man who wants to get out had
better leave now and we wont hold it againgt him. He had
better ';hura now if-the thinks he ie going to have any
q:u!a:lm'u'_!. One man left, I admired him because he sald

he' was a marrled man and he paid he might break.
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I wes detailed to go to London. I forget whether
it was Mulcehy or Cathal Brugha who first spoke glving
Ard.ara that we weré to go to England and kill the members
of the Britleh Govermment, . That was all we were told for
| e moment. We got our orders when to go, We went in
relays. I went with Joe Good. .'I'.he only way I can

p‘lace the date of our arrival theré is that wo got there
on the Jaturday and the last German air raid of the War
cccurred on that Sunday night, Joe Good and I stayed with
¥r. and Ers. Munan, the parents of the present Assistant
Secretary, Department of Bxternal Affaira. We stayed
there for three months duwring which period we were mostly
rruunng the movements of the various Ministers of . the

Govermment, finding out where they lived and all that.
The editors and owners Of newspapers were also in that

catogory that we were following up.

Cathal Brugha was in charge of the party, andm in

ndon°all this time, Cathel Brugha was the most cold-
blocded man I ever met in my life, Ee brought his
children over there to stay with him aa a kind of dlpguise
or camouflage or as a cover for his aotivities. We were
nu|rrer summoned to a conference in a party: he took us one
by one to where he lived and there he detalled our work to
us. He provided ul with photographs of theso men - '
Gebinet Ministers, Bditors and Newspaper Owners., For
axam_fgla,‘ ‘one was Northeliffe, and I used to know Carson
pretty well., ‘The latter was one of our ‘ﬁora'.r " We knew
a.'l}l along that the main object was the exesution of ‘the
British Kinisters, but this was not to take place until the
h:lmarip't;l_.nn Bill for Ireland becsme law, In ralatiqn to
this, Cathal Brpghsa evolved a plan which I remember well,

becausé I happened to be the one detalled to go with him.
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I was having a g;ma of cards in Johnnie O'Connor's
house, = These were very good people living in thé East’
End and ha was known as 'Hlimie U'Eun:n.ur_'. On this
dccasion I got word from Cathal Brugha t0 go to him
immediately to his headquarters which was the house hs
lived in and where he had offices. He took me into the
House of Commons and we sat in the gail_.larr. He then told
me what he wanted me to do. He said, "Waen the time
comes: I will do all the shooting here at ‘the Ministers;

you keep the people back from me's He added, "If you oan,
u|hnn1£ yowr way out. That 1s all I want you to do %o keep
® people away until I have finished the firiﬁ:g_‘_'._
We were not armed that day. There was the usual routine
work in hotuuln. We went again to the House of Commons.
E:Ltthal Brugha had a ‘peter-the-painter down the leg of his
trousere. I ﬁaa unarmed. I asked him 1if he were going
to start. He said, "§No, I miz_ not going to atert: I only

want to get the feel of this thing hers in the gallery".

Daring my stay in London, on one occasion

Hat Purlong was with me and we met Cathal Brugha in Eyde
Park by arrangement, The only thing I remember gbout that
was that he inquired how we were getting on and if we had
anything special to report. While we were walking along
a |Britlsh soldier in unifom brushed agalnst Cathal who

was wheeling his dicycle at the time, Gathal turned round

' and brushed his clothes afier the impact. ‘o my

emazement, he bought me a bottle of stout in'a pub.

After three months of that iype of work I wae sent
back hame with Joe Goods We arrived at. the North Well and
joined up egain, When we came home we were very short of
money. We were allowed £5 a week vhile in England.

That was really ‘'pin® money because the.ﬁunnﬁu wouldn't
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teke any money froum us for our keep, and we had a

similer experience with any of the other people we

stayed with. At home it was difficult to get money

a0 we had %o contact Michael Colliins then. I cannot
rewewber his address but it wae somewhere in Rathmines

or Ranelagh. Collins t0ld us to go on the following day
down to the Insurance Office at O'Connell Bridge. We
did so and saw Mick Jtaines who gave us some monsy,

After my return hame I became more intimate with
Michael Collins through Barry Boland and he detalled me

for the Job of taking a man out of Mountjoy. I believe
!h.iﬂ‘ name was Miock Iynch. . He was a Qork men, wearing a
l:reard., At that time Mick Collins was staying in the
Distillery at Jones' Road. ~ I never met this Lynch man
before but those who were with me knew him, Hs was due
for release and Gollins was afraid he would be errested
when he got outalde the gate. One of the men with me
T'aﬂ' Iame, The Br_itiah did not re-arrest Iynch snd we

escorted him down to the Distillery where we &ll haed
breakfast with Collins.

There was the usual routins work, running around,
‘getting emmunition.

I went back to England again in 1919, I formed
a Compeny then in Middlesboro', Yorkshire - Thé Tyneside
Ei'at;alinn. The strength of this Company was 80 men.

W ocarried cut the usuel woek there of burning farms and
'ﬁlnk.ing explosives from the Ironworkas and sending them
over to Ireland. Instructions came through the
Headquariers at Newcastle. I understand that Joe Vize

. Was the man in clarge of that operation at this ‘onds

 There was a man named Fitzgerald there who used 40
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trensmit orders to us. Judging by his accent I think
he was a Newcastle man. We used to transfer explosives
to him, "It was my job tn;‘prmue explosives and paes 1t
on to this man. I had no further concern with 1t after
this, I got the stuff mainly from explosive stores in
the Iromworks and Steel Worke in Middlesboro', Yorkshire.
They used explosivés in these Works for blasting .
operations as they discovered they could mske a by-

prodact, basic slag, from the residue of the iron ore, and
ll'm' this purpoase they had to blast the slag heaps.
1?2 should think we got about 2,000 explosives and fuse and
detonators. We got all this in the one little place.
e bought revolvers fram the seasmen there, but not in
quantity and these were moatly to arm our own fellows.,
It would have been better if they had not been armed
eceune 1% was due to being armed I got arreated.

On a oyoling tour near Stockton one sund.a.y,‘
I di:;drurqd a watermain crossing a small viaduct and
1| thought Af we had a dig fire in Stockton that 1t would
ﬁ'u a good idea %0 have the watermain blown up. 'i';mu
ulf' us: arranged 1it. There was Eelly, ny ascond~-in-

» Who is the present Mayor of Stockton, and.
ﬁ"ﬁm, the Company Officer, and of oourss, myself.
Botweon the three of 'us we worked out the plan for the
blowing of the mailn. McGann was t0 detail two men with
niusens and blow the watermain at 9 p.m. We had to
lalmra 1t pretty late, as, although 1t was not quite summer,
the oveninge were pretty long. Myself, Xelly and a man
nemed Hegarty were to aet fire to this timberworks, alsc
timed for 9 p.m. approximately. T™his was a Jo:l.m
works - a tin;‘har yard - and we knew there would be plenty
of |1nfiammable matter there. We had a little aketoh of
the place. The fire went off Well and the watermain was
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blown and there was a terrible shortiage of water.

The fire durned all through that night and there was
terrific activity by the police all over the whole
{ﬂd.atrﬂ.ut. I went to Eelly's house 0 sleep because we
thought there would be cordons around the town and that

we could not get through. The police came to IEIIE‘IIB
house that night when we weré in bed, and Mre. Kelly
sssured them we were not in and they left.” We were

upstaira, She had hidden cur guns outside in a dry-
iw;tm._' At that time there were no proper B&ﬂtm
arrangements there. No one was arrested for that job
at that time, '

When I arrived hame from Stockton I found that two of
my men had been arrested in petting fires to farm
hl 11dings in a placse called Haverton Hill, I only
_:-mmhaﬁ one of their names - Morley, who was from Mayo.
There was great police activity then. A week after that,
word came through that there m. a big cénsigmment of
explosives coming to the Linthorpe Ironworks. I dstailed
four men to raid the place for me for explosives. They
d.‘l]dnntrapmt‘hmk t0 me andthemxtthaardm uf
thLm had been arrested, a man named MoCann, = He was my
mLut-emt.of the Gampany. Pour days after that I wes
arrested ons morning at 4 o'clock in my house. The police
ra:lll.ﬂad it.  We were broughf to trial and remanded to the
York Aseizes. ~ ‘There were 13 charges but I cannot remember

of them. The chief charge was conspiracy. | T™here was
e man named 0'DOmnell who was our solieitor. He was
empél!orag on ail these caaes throughout Englend.” He hired
soub English Lavyer and we had a preliminary trial when
the| officer asked permissdon for us to retire. Aafter we
Pleaded guilty to conspiracy, they dropped other c¢harges -
shooting of a policeman and wounding him, etc,
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We were found gullty, of course, then, and sentensced
t0 fivé years penal servitude, McCann was sent to the
Isle of Wight and I was sent up to Dartmoor. That was
in 1921 = agbout J:uiar. We got out at the Anmeaty af'ter
the Truce. ‘ - | .

While in Dartmoor we were itreated as oriminals
Laeing daptured in England, . We were put into the

eriminel part of the prison Wit there were 300 Irishmen
in another wing of the prison, snd I met Prank Thunder °

there. Omne meana of commmnication we used in prison =
Prank Thunder was: a good singer and used tq Play the
Pmonim and he was selected by the prison suthorities
to play 1t ai Mass,. Seeing me there, he asked for me to
join his choir, T™is 'raq{mat was Braﬁted.. We used to
Ling the Soldier's Song as well as hymns. We were in
?I{Iarhﬁnaim for gbout ‘six months. Paddy Donoghue was the
!iarm:l.m- officer there and we decided that we should be

|+
treated as politiocal prisoners and not as oriminals,

One Sunday on orders fram Donoghue we all fell out
-of the'usudl exercises, marched and formed up on the
niquara. There were a 10t of Englishmen there - there
mpet have been up t0 60 who were caught in England, '
Eimre. wné terrific consternation aemongst thé warders who,
dfter o while, all rushed in for rifles. We were very
quiet and they marched us into prison and put us dﬂm in
the dark cells where they kept us for three nights,

Iord Prench's nephow was: aoting as Deputy Governor and he |
ﬁ:iougﬁt us up in froht of him singly and he told us that
he would tame us, He sentensed us t0 molitary

ot and after another three days we were brought
u;p}, put i:;halla and chaing andiﬁthiqmmr marched to

the station. Wo took the train to Exeter and we were



-y

12,

marched through the town of Exeter with all these chains
on us. We spent the night there and from there we were

sent to tHe different prisons.

When I was released I came acroas te Ireland and
took a commiseion in the Army.  McGann was the only one
caught and he told me aftérwards sbout it, The four of
them wont to this Iromworks with the suiteases and they
got as much stuff as thayémldnarryandnmbmm
the Linthorps road about 12 o'clock at night, I had
inatructed them %o do the Jjob in the daytime and that
there was only one man there whom they were to approach,
tie him and leave him there. As I had predicted, there
was one policeman there,; but MoCann drew his gun and
wounded him in the sar, The puliam fell on the road

andthwrmwanﬁluﬂthebag there, omorthq

l
bags was my own travelling bag and they traced it back

to Bermingham, back to Ireland and further, to -help to

comeiot me, 'The other three men who were engaged in the
escepade all eacaped, When they ran down the road the

Policeman blew his vhistle and MoCann ran into the arms

Jﬂ: six other policemen, If they had only followed m;r

1 _
instructions this would not have happensd,

One thing I should like to mention - the Self-
Determination League was very strong in that area and
was a great cover for our activities., This does not

mean that the officers of the league knew what we wers
|

-do:l.ns. It was all over Enaland at that time. It

prn‘ridﬂd. funde for dependant relatiana. A m:{r '
prominent man in it was a Mr. MoPartlin, a schoolteacher
from Middlesboro', and there was a man named Fox from

Southbank, an old Fenian, There were dozens of them,
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They were born and reared in England and it wes great to
get them to do what they did."

I was 1n 13 Geols that time in England from the
time I wes arrested. '

I should like to place oOn record s man named
Heil Kérr who 41d great work on the boats.
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