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STATEMENT BY JOSEFPH GLEEBE&FL \hhis"séf?
I0& Aungier Street, Dublin,

_..m

I. I was born in Liverpocl of Irisgh parents. Ity father

was a Fenian, and my uncles were Fenians,

2. My earliest remembrance is being brought as a small boy
to a lecture Wy O'Donovan Rnésa in the Picton leciure hall,
alongside the Auseum and Art Gallsry in Liverpool. The
lecture was thﬁ\uqual thing about vengeaﬁce on England and it

made & deep impression on me, I was about 12 oxr 14 years

of age at the time.

d. The next thing I remember is joining the  Gaelic League,
- wiaich i joined in a room under the Pro-Cathedral in Gﬁpter's
Hill. We shifted from there to Duke Street, and then Sinn
Féin was started, and there was a branch started in South
Great Georget's Streei, Liverpudl. Sinn Péin was Griffithts
organisation, Tﬁat was snmé time after 1907. Andy -
O'Byrne came over to.Liverpool several times, as well as
P. T. Daly, who was in the I.R.B., but was interested in
Sinn Fein as well,  Piaras Be&alai,-a.mﬁn ramed Lowe from
Galvay, aﬁd & man named Phil Coyne from Hbycullan; Co. Galway,
were in the Gaelic League %oo. The G.,A.A. was used as a

recruiting ground.

4, My introduction to the I.R.B., was by Pat Mek=nius, who
is dead now. He approached me and a man called Smith, who
later went to Australia and was afterwards elected an M.P.
in Aunstralia, John fitzgerald swore me into the I.R.B.
Fitzgerald was a Centre and he swore me in at Aintres,
Greemwmich Park, where we used to have the hurling matches.
I was attached to the Bootle Circle, but T did not remain
with that Cir&la. Taey started a new Circle, and I was

told to get the young crowd imto it. Tomyy Craven was
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Centre in Rockferry, and I was on the South side of
Liverpool and most of the young crowd were transferred to
the Circle in the South side of the e¢ity and the older men
ware kept on in the other Circle. The young crowd wanted
action and the older crowd were like a mutual admiration
society. In order to try and settle the differaences in
Liverpool between the young men and the older crowd, P,.S,
é'Hagarty cama from London, HeCormack came f:qm Scotland and

Hobson came over from Dublin.

Se The dispute between the young crowd and the old crowd

in Liverpool was settled by a man from Glasgow, Dan Branniff.
Diarmuid Lynch and Hobson came over afterwards, and Hobson

was instrumental in finally settliny the dispute between the
two erowds. Hohson conducted the elaction, and we carried

on afjﬂfmards except for a few old:man who were & bik disgruntiec

I think that was in 19171,

Some - time in 1912 just after the publication of the two
®Irish Freedoms®, Tom Clarke, who was then a ticket-of-leave
ﬁan, was bruughﬁ over to England to stand trial by courtmartial
on a charge of mutiny, The charge was the result of s
difference of opiniorn between the younger men and the older
men of the I.R.B. Clarke was associated with a éroup that
was in favour of action which the older men were decidedly

againat,

I was instructed to meet him at Birkenhaad; which I did
and conveyed bhim to the Morning Star public-house in Seotlend
Place, This was where the cnurtmartial vas held, The court
compriged Eulholland, Jim Hurphy, Jack C'Hanleor and Fred T,
Allen, The result of thre trial was an acquittal, and this

‘result caused g split in the ranks of the I.H,B. in Bngland

and Ireland.
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6. In 1911 prominent in the I R.B. in ILiverpool ware
Steve Lénigan, Tom Craven and Neil Kerr. The latter was
a_mamﬁér before I was, He was one of the Labour crowd and
he was on Mick Collinat Supreme Council ﬁuring the Tan
racket. In 1911 in Liverpool thers were slsc HcCormacl
and Pat Lively - the last mentioned was old then. I
remember at that time P.S. OtHegarty, who represented
London. Tom (larke wes sent over for a Courtmartial that
time. That would be early in 1912, ¥t was about the
time we had our trouble between the older and the younger
men in the I.R.B: in Liverpcol. It was Tom Clarke who
started it by siding with the younger men, who wanted a
more active policy. A% that fime in Liverpool, there were
two men from Scotland - Mulholland and Diamond - who were

on the Supreme Council. Jim Murphy nas chairman of the
Suprame Council.  There was a secret Oourt in sach |
Division to try people guilty of %reason, The Secret
Court in Dublin would, I presume, be favourable to Tom
Clarke, because Tom (larke was a ticket-of-leave man then.
I was not aware %om Clarke was udming over, Fred Allen
told me to collect him at Birkenhead. There were no
R.I.C. men there, and it was necessary to get the ferry
acrosa from theraltn Liverpool. It was handy to get off

at Chester and get the train to Birkerhead.

7. I fthink that Murphy resigned as reprogentative of the
Supreme Council as he vias an oid man at the time, I
succeeded Murphy on the Supreme Council as representaiive

for the North of England I think in March or gprll 1913,

8. The first meeting of the Supreme Council T atitended
after that was in Clontarf Town Hall, in, I think, 19013,

Present at that meeting were Diarmuid Lynch repregsenting
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Hungter, Dinny McCullough representing Ulster, Bulmer
Hob=on raﬁrasentiﬁg Leinster, Sean MeDermott representing
Comnaught: South of England was rapfaaenﬁed by P.S.
O'Hegarty. I represented the North of England, iulbolland
was there representing Scotland, but he resigred some time
after that, We co-opted Den Branniff, Seamus Deakin and

Tom Clarke, I forget the fourth co-option.

9. In 1913 the Volunteers had not been started - not
until November of that year, I remember hearing a
discussion about the starting of the Volunteers in October,
I think but I do not recollect the details: We used hold
quarterly meétings. I heard a discussion before that at
the time of the formation of the Citizen Army. After Jim
larkin's speech in the Imperisl Hotel when the poiice
arrested him, the Citizen Army was started. It wouid have
been after that I heard discusszoua about starting the

Volunteer Eorce.

10. I returned to Liverpool after that meeting but came
back to Dublin every three months for the quarterly meetings.
The Dublin Executive was appointed %o carry on if anything
extraordinary happened,

O'Donovan Rossa was buried at Wnitsuntide, 1915. I got a
letter %0 deliver to Tom Clarke and when I went to Tom

Clarke's house, he was living up past Baliyhough, he was not

| inn but Irs, Tom clarLe was there. The letter was from

Jnhn Devoy enalnsing muney to huy a grave for O'Donovanr Rossa.
The funeral was on Weit Monday, 1915, and we came over from
Liverpool to attend the funeral, I fthink that would be the

time the elections were held, and I was re-elected,

11, I remember veing at one meeting in 1914 after

Redmond éaptured the Volunteers and Hobaon was put off the



© Ba
- Supreme Council, but was left Head Centre of Dublin., A%
.the start of the Gréat War Deakin got 'cold feet' and
regigned, Archie Heron was an organiser of }he_I.R.B;
He was doing the North; Ernest Blythe was doing ﬁhrry and
" the Eoufh, and Liam Mellows was doing the West. Archie
Heron was supposed to be travelling forgngakin, selling
-cattlé food in Tyronse. The R.I.C. rgidéd the place where
Heron was staying and found Deakin's cattle leaflets and

the I.H¢B. Constitution and arrested Haruh He escaped

with the help of the local Sergeant's wife,

12, Hobson vw1aa expelled from the Buprgma Council over
his attitude in accepting the Kedmond nowinees, but he was
left to carry on as Dublin Centre. Wnen Hooson ‘wag
expelled his place was taken by Tom Hunter, representing
Leinster, but he resigned and a man called Sean Tobin took
over, - Tom Hunter only attended one meeting. Hq'handed in

£8Q in cash. - Leinster was ths principal paying district,

-

13, Immediately after the Great War started in 1014,

T was st a1maeting of the Suprems Council, some time after
August 1614 - I think in September, I think the meeting
Wag held in Eﬁék MeGinn*ts place in clﬁptarf Town Eall.

Hick MeGinn was the caretaksr of the Town Hall., Two of his
sons are alive; one nflthem iz in the Customs and Exciss
and another was a Eergeant ajor in the 26th Battalion.

At this meating I proposed war, but Dinny KMeCullough claims
thaﬁ it was he_pfopassd war, he says that I seconded it,

We were going to carry it on by having an insurrection;

that was the meeting at ﬁﬁich the insurrection nas.propoaed.
I think 1t was after that, that Deakin got 'cold feet' and
fesigned from the Supreme Guuncil. - I do ﬁﬂt remermte r any

discussion on vhen the insurrection was to take place, but
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there was a standing committee elacted., Arrangements wera
made o contact the throe men on the other side, in
InClammnetsy
Bogland and Scotland, Dan Branniff, .wgha%d and myaelf,

in the event of the British foreing a Rising sudde_qu.

14, At the Japuary meeting of the Supreme Couneil in
1915, there was a discussion about the insurreation, that
i% could happer without us being there. Top Clarks and
Seaen MeDermott called Diek Connolly, Charlie Qirrigan and
J,n:raai!.i‘ after the meeting and told us that if it did happen
and ‘I';'ﬂ ﬁera not in it that we were to get in communication
with Hrs, Ela,ﬂ:a to keep up the threads of the organisation.

15. In the summer Elections of 1915 - I was again aelected
for the Morth-Bast of England and Dick Oomnolly for the
South of England, Sean Tobin for Leinster, Alec MeCale for
Connaught and Denis MvCullough fn;:- Ulster, Dermot Lynch
for Munster, Carriganh was eleated for Scotland, but only
came on for a aﬁnrt time, He wasg killed in 1916 in the
Rising, Pat HeCormick Bpﬂaéqﬂad m.‘l'rigan. I came over
to Dublin in Februsry 1915 and Carrigan came aoross too,
because I remamber the two of us staying in RNth. Fraderick
Street, .'ﬂ_m our firdt meeting after the 1915 elat:ttiuna we
ﬁu:aptﬁ_‘d Tom Clarke, Sean MpDermott, Patrick Pearse and
Pat LacCartan, At that meeting thers were present = Diek
Gonmolly, myself, Alec MpCabe, Sean Tobin, Dermot Iynch and
D. MoCullough. Things could have happened and there wers
certain men detailed %o deal with an emergency., We
Sppointed a mdlitery Council; T think in December I was
across in Dublin and made arrangements for & number of
Volunteers fram Bngland and Scotland %o go ‘Eo Klmmage, I
8aw Tom Clarke a.nd Sean HeDermott and we arranged to take

over the 0ld Mills at E-I,maga, and the first man to take
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it over was Fom Craven., I think everything was to ba
" left in the hands of MacDermott, Clarke and Pearse, but
I know Sean MeGarry was Iin their confidence. McGarry was
a right-hand man of Fom Clarke. |

16, In the I.R.B. days we used to drill and then one
Eanchester Mart:.rﬂ* Anniversary Major MacBride waa over

in Liverpool and the same night the fn?lu.utea_r_a were

started in the Rotunda in Dublin, and ve started immediately
in Liverpool. ‘The atrsné:ﬁh of the Voluntears was gc:—lmi

at 'Eh?_ commencement, but the Redmondite split came and

Wwe were small enough after the split, There were four
CGompanies, Liverpool, Bootle, aeafor? and 'Enckgarry, _a.nd
there were roughly between 50 and 75 in each (ompany,

17. The Liverpool Volunteeras decided %o come over to
Dublin and 1:}_1&;(. came 'i"ri January, 1916, to Kimmage, I
_éame_ in thfua._ry 1916 to"ﬁmngga._. It was at a Ja_nuai-y
meating iglﬁ of ":hﬂ a'uprafna ﬂnumil ﬁhat we decided on
Kimnaga and I was sent to Eoin ImcNeill and thgih’bon to
make things r:l.ght in Kimmage to send the men ovar. Things
were not put right unt.i]_. the men in Kimmage put them right,
it was like an old mill, Wae got men there from Liverpool,
Manchester, Iondon, Glasgow and Edinburgh. As a matter
of fact I have a liat of the names of the E:iu&a{;e garrison.
From the time we went to Kirmage Collins was one of the -
ﬁilﬁgary staff, Denis Zﬁly& Dan Sheehan lafi Kimnmage on
Holy Thursday to go to Cahirciveen. Daly was saved, but

the others were drowned. ) -

18, The man who ton:;!c_nva:- after me in ILiverpool was
Pat Lively, a baker, he died in 1917, Ee‘ﬂuccﬂsd?d me in
i'.?lﬁ: I think, as the representative for North East
Bugland on the Supreme Council,
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20. On Baster Sunday we stood=to a.li day. On that
night iek Collins came to our Headguarters and £G1d me
to report to Liberty Hall at seven ofclock the following
morning. ; | .:ceportad as instruntad,_and there I recelved
a mahilis&ti_nn notice from James Connolly (Patriak Pearse
was present) for the Klumage garrison. I handed the
notice to George Plunkett.

21, wé ‘gtarted out from Iﬂmmaga ‘about 60 strong at
@&bout ten o'olock on that Esster mnc'la.y morning and

marched to Rarold's Cross, from where we took & tram to
0*Connell Bridge éndithen__mrchad to Liharty-Ha.ll, from
where we were instructed to proceed to the G.P.0., Which we
did. We got to the G.P.0. at about twelve otelock,

Qur arms consisted of aim"hguns, buckshot ,. French bayonets
on broomsticks, and improvised pikes, and one ;32 revolver

&nd 12 rounds of ammunition.

22, On erriving at the main entrance to the G,P,U.It}_:lere
was & DJMLP. man on duty, unq'nf the party, :Bliﬁay O'Conrox
gave the order "Hands up®, which the policeman was very
:_-ainctant"tn aba:}. We took him prisoner into the G.P.O.
with us.

*

23, On entering the G.,P.0. I got ingtructions from
Diarmuid Iynch, I believe, to barrioade the windows. When
this was done I was put with Bill Donoghue in Prince's Sireet
the telegraph messengers® room, because they thought the
attack would coms that way, and we had home-made hand-

grenndes made ouﬁ of condensed milk tins %o resist attﬁak,

The next thing I remember was that Liam Clarke and the
St. Bnda's crowd arrivad. One of the ha.:;ud-granades 'hlaw off
in Liem Elarka_‘a :Ea.ne and he was the first casualty,
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On Emster-Monday the Lancers came dgﬂn U'_ﬂnnnull straaﬁ
and they would have been wiped out only somebody got

panicky and fired too quiekly. There was a horse shot.

On ¥bnday night 1t was raining and we spent it on the

roof,

24, On Baster Fuesday a young lad came to us, Hannan
;ss his name and his _fz_l.tﬁqr had a bicycle shop on the .
Forth Strand, He is since dead, .We had plenty of coal
and utensils in Prince's Street, but we had mo food there
and we sent him ont to loot to get bacon. there waa

sniping goling on on Tuesday.

25, On Wednesday James Connolly left the G.P.0. and

proceeded down Prince's Street, where he was sniped at and
was brought back wounded in the thign.

2, On Tﬁuradaar we were brought out to amash through
the "Freeman®s J‘ourﬁal'_ office. ~There was an old man
thers with a taiyﬂphone‘tn the Castle and he was taken
prisoner; We smashed through the wall of the'-“j'rgmn*s-
Journal¥ and got into Fitzgeralds the wine merchants, ‘m__mn
we wara'croa;:!.ng from the post-office to the "Freeman'a®,
siak
L‘:alling waa there too. They smashed through the fireproof
briock wall, |

Ssan MoGarry was nearly shot. He was in the party.

On Thursday night we were ptill in thadﬁ.r.u.

.~ On Friday the Dmperial Hotel was blazing and we were
told to r;uut out tl:m fire in the post office. The post
office caught fire on Friday night because they were using
incendiary bombs, We evacuated _the post office on Friday
night and went into Epore Street, | -
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On Saturday afternoon Sean MoDermott told us that there
was an unconditional surrender. & number of the men were
for fighting on, but evemtually ‘the qntirh party yad to
obey the orderas given. We were marched into 0'Connell
Street and formed up on the ;rmay line appouiié the
Hammam Hotel, where we had to deposit our rifles, aéuipmant
and personal effects on gna of the rails of the tramline,
The %G* men had & look at us and took our names and addresses.
mlléra marched then to the Rotunda Gardens in front of the
Botunda Hospital and kept thers all night. During
Saturday night we got a bit of a g_iualling'frﬁm the military.
The Four Courts crowd arrived there tn;u.-.

0n Sundey we were marched up %o Aichmond barracks, and
the people were pelting us with nud as we went up Thomas
Stroet and James's Btreet. We were marched along in the

presence of ‘& hoastile orowd of apectators.

. On the same day I was picked out by a "G" wan and put
into a separate room With Fom Clarke, Sean MoDermott and
others, MoGarry, Liam O'Brien and Mmllin were there, fom
Clarke seemed pleassd with the outcoms of the Rising., I
think he said, "We have a minimum loss, which will result
in @ maximum gain®, Pom EM1lin had a spent bullet in his
hat. Wmjor MacBride was there too. |

I was in that room for a week, during which time Tom
Clarke, Major MacBride and Mallin were taken out, court-
martialled and executed, |

I was taken out before m Court of mwatiggtinn for
examination. At this time I had changed my name to Jossph
Redmond and I had removed my moustache. I was agked
~ various qmai:iu_na about the Rising and about my associations
with it. I pleaded ignorance to all the &uestiana asked,
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Having feiled to establish my correct identity they deported
me to Wandeworth Jail, whers I remained until sbout may,
a:nd was nubaet;uanﬁly jnterned in Frongdch until December -
23rd 1916. ) | '

M’ing the occupation of the G.P.O. Lﬁfmt aware of

ﬁ{;:}d 8 iesued anlly or gea:l‘/ﬁaﬁ

In 1917 after being released, Sean u Muirthille and I
ware sent to England to nondunt an elmtiun, for the Supreme
Council of the I.R.B. At that alectz,pn Weil Esrr was made
Centre for the Forth of England, ﬂﬁhseq;:ueﬁtly Neil Kerr
was arrested and Dr. Paddy maly from iullamore was sent

over to replace him as Centre far the North of ‘England..

-

At the first meeting of our new Supreme Ccuncil im
1917 nftar the Rising there was a orowd of usurpers present,
amongat others, Ssamus n'mhert;r, Liam Clarke, Rt KMocCartan,
Gregory Murphy, Tom Breen from .Bliéu. "Alec Holgbe was on

the trunt,

I was present at a meeting held in . 52 Connaught
straa{'. at which Dermot O*Hegarty was present tn"_urg;anisé a
uirnla. 'ﬁraggh_m pi‘qaideda they wanted to make me
Centre and I said mo; Micheel Collins was appointed and X
was made Bo&rata.ry. the Ib.'bl_inrmemhars of the I.R.B.
did Dot like Collins., He had been attached to some other
Circle befcre 1916, _ They ordered & new election and
Dermot Hegarty presided and I think Fom Craver opposed
l:‘.ol.'!.ins, but Collins was elected Centre. .

_ I mas in the I.R.B. all the time until the Truce bus
I aid not go on the Bupreme Council,

Signed; Mﬁw
Date; ‘3 cr?ﬁ\lerﬁ:a :
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