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No. W.S. 365

STATEMENT BY COLONEL THOMAS FOX
FOR THE BUREAU OF MILITARY HISTORY.

Following the "Rising® of Easter Week, 1916, many of
the leading officers of the Belfast Brigade of the Volunteers

were interned in England and Wales, Without leaders, the
Volunteer movement weakened and was in danger of becoming
extinet. Many of its members had given up their assocelation

with all things military.

At thls stage the G.A.A. served the useful purpose of
holding the various parts of the revolutionary forces together.
e O'Donoven Rossa G.A.C. was formed by a Corkman named
Sean EJ;Bullivan , and Sean Kelly and Seumas Dempsey of Belfast.
Toder the guise of training for games a comsiderable amount
of military training was carried out and lectures were
delivered at the Club premises in Divis St.

The -training which consisted of route marohes,
physleal drill and eclose order drill, was frequently
observed by plain clothes R.I.C. men.

Shortly after the interneesa were released in
DPecember, 1916, the Volunteers were reformed in Belfast.
Belfast formed one battalion and Autrim end Bast Down each
one battalion. Sean Cusack was the Brigade Commander and

Leo Murphy his Adjutant.

The 1st Battalion consisted of four Coys., "“AW,
“B", GW and "W,  mA" Coy. commanded by Joe MoKelvey and
g Coy. by Sean Kelly; the others I capnot remembeor.

Drills were held outdoor weekly, either on
Saturday or Sunday afternoons, or when the attentions of
the police became too pressing under cover of darkness, .
The Coy. Strength ranged from 20 to mr‘n} whom about 20 were ‘
regular in their attendance at the drille,’ These drills -

consisted principally of close order arill, extended order
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drill, signalling and very frequently of rifle practice with
small bore riflea,: The training ground was a few level

fields on the top of Divis mountain.

[

This type of work oontinued until 1918 when the
imposition of omsoription was threatened, which gave a great
1mpa££ﬁ to Volunteer recruiting and sucoceeded in direoting
the thoughts of the Volunteers te the possinfility of there
being another fight at no distant time, This brought in 1ts
train a desire to obtain arms end amgunition to be ready when
the time arrived, and thenceforward the work proceeded with

& new keennegsg,

Arms were obtained by either purchase from British
soldiers, dealers, Ulster Volunteers or by raids. Ir 1919
a Taid was made on Riddell's, a gunamith'’s shop near College
Street, in which a aumber of shot guns and revolvers were
secured., Explosives were obtained by a raid on a guarry
at Hennastown, and greduaslly a fair emount of offensive
weapons of various kinds Snyder rifles, Lee~Enfields,
Lee=Metfords, Mausers, antini-ﬂnfialaa,-Hartina Bnnris,‘
Steyers, shot guns of all bores, revolvers and automatics,

was colleoted,

Early in 1920 a deoision to attack Dundrum, Cro¥sger
and Ballynahinch barracks was made., These operations were
attempted but without susccess,

Ao April 1920 instructions were recelved frnF GeHoQo
to destiay the Income Tax papers in the City on the Saturday
preceding BEaster. There were four different Income Tex
offices, and a party was detalled for each }ob, ™B" Coy.
was allotted the main task at the Grant Central Hotel which
had been taken over by the Britisa, ”

The seleoted night was very wet, and the streets were



Military Archives Cathal Brugha Bks Rathmines Dublin 6 Ph 8046457

A

S

crowded with shopoers. The porch of the Hotel was full of
people sheltering from the rein when two Volunteers dressed

as telegraph boys pressed through the throng and gained
admission to the Hotel, which at this time was looked up. The
caretakers family were secured, and the remainder of the party
who had been waiting in the porch ﬁare then quietly admitted,
The Ineuma Tax papers were duly vurned end the party got clear
away althnugh all the centre nf the city was being carefully
watfhad by detectives and police. The conflagration provided

a spectacle for an excited crowd and was enjoyed by some of its

creators,

The other parties were equally suocesasful in their work

and not & single hitoch ocourred anywhere,

In July, 1920, the pogrom brcke cut and Volunteers were
employed in protecting churches, convents, eto. from the Orange
mobs, At the Secred Heart Church in Ardoyne a partiocularly
fine fight was put up by a féw Volunteers against a large
well-armed mob whose designs on the Church were thereby ‘

-

frustrated.

At the beginning of August instructions were received
for the exeoution of Distrist Inspector Swanzy wbo had been
indicted by a Jury for the murder of Tom MeCurtain in Cork
earlier in the year, Swenzy had been moved from Cork to
Lisburn for his own security, '

Lisburn 1s a small merket town with a predominantly
Protestant population, and I think with but one Volunteer in
the whole town. At this tima a state of tension prevailed,
Catholios had been beaten and others threatened, and

" information was therefore aiffiocult to obtain sbout Lthe

police movements,
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It was declided to have a reconnaissance made so as to
eatablish the regular habits of Swanzy, end the most suitable
time to deal with him, A Volunteer was sent to Lisburn who
knew the town well. He discovered that Swanzy visited a

certain Church for service on Sundays. It was thereupon
decided to carry out the execution on the following Sunday,

15th August,

On Saturday a number of Corkmen, five or six in all,
among them being S, O'Donovan, Sean Culhane, Leo Aherne and
Dick Murphy arrived 15.‘3011'9.91:. T understand that it was
the wish of Michael Collins that justice should be meted
out by fellow citizens of McCurtain.

It had been arranged that a taxi would be hired by
R. McCorley and Sean Leonard on Sunday, and on reaching a
certain place on the road the driver was to be seized end
imprisoned in an o0ld house nearby. This part of the plan
was cerried out, and the party boarded the taxl, Before
golng very far the car broke down and we had no coption bhut to
abandon the operatiom for that day. It should be mentioned
that the taxi-driver had been commissioned to drive to
Stoneyford which is not on the direot road to Lisburn. This
srecaution was taken so as to prevent, in case of a hiteh,
any suspicion arising in Swanzy of there being any connection
between the event apd designs on him, AJ\.:I, the Corkmen left

Belfast that evening.

Tt was decided by Joe McKelvey that we should ocarry
out the plan ourselvea on the fn:'l.lwing Sunday. Roger
McCorley was sent to Lisburn on Thursday to keep daily contact
with Swanzy's movements. On Wednesday Sean Culhene end
enother Corkman, Dick Murphy, returned to Belfast, aod on
being acquainted with our plana conourred in them,

On Saturday we oyocled to Lisburn t0 give Culhane and
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Murphy an opportunity of seeing the town, and the place chosen
for the execution, and to complete arrangements with McCorley

o~

for meeting him next day.

Our plan brlefly was to have Leonard - a Volunteer - who
was himself a taxi-driver, meet us at the railway station in
Belfast and drive us to Lisburn when we were to meet MoCoxley
who would then know where Swanzy was to be found., After the
completion of the job we were to return half way to Belfast,
avelding the route used the previous Sundér, leave the taxi,
which was to be driven into town by Leonard, and walk across

the mountain into Belfast.

Everything went like clockwork. Swanzy was at Church
when we arrived. Our taxi was parked about two hundred
yards away and as fortune would have it in front of a doctor's

house. The engine was kept running., After waiting some time
Swanzy appeared, walking in company with two other mem. (b

reaching us he was shot deed. Many hundreds of people were

at this time coming out of the churches, of whiob there are four
in the town, and the street was orowded. We succeeded in
reaching the taxl, although one brave old whitehaired

gentleman tried to stop us with a walking stick, another = a
British Officer - attempting the same thing esceaped with bis
1ife, a bullet ocutting the stick out of his hand. The
remainder of the plan worked without a hitoh and Culhane and
Murphy returned to Dublin that evening,

There are Some peculiar events to relate in coanection
with the affair:= .

{1) After the shodting the party arrived at the taxi, one
after the other, and on looking back I could see no
sign of MoCorley. I got out of the taxl, whioch was
moving slowly ahead, and as I did so MoCorley climbed
in on the othex sgide, The jerking of the car as he
¢limbed in caused him to discharge the last romnd in



Military Archives Cathal Brugha Bks Rathmines Dublin 6 Ph 8046457

&

"

&

|
L]

G

his revolver which went through the seat I had just
vacated. Volunteer Leonard was arrested in Belfast

later that evening, courtmartialled and sentenced to
death which was subsequently cammuted to a l1life
sentence, He had refused to go "™on the run" after

the shooting relying on the similéritg of the events
,conoerning the acquiring of taxis on Sunday 15th

August and Sunday 22nd August to provide him with a
defence in the event of hia being arrested, , I

believe he would have been acquitted if a copy of ‘
"An t-Oglach" had not been found in his digs.

= -

(2) There was only one oar readily available for the
police in which to follow us, It stood near the place
where the execution oocurred. It was suggested that
we should damage it before leaving, but in the
exoitement it was forgotten. The police commandeered
it and followed us, COur car could not exceed 30 M.P.H.
whilat the police car was much faster, We had a good
gtart, but must have been overtaken before long, if,
in going round a sharp corner too quickly, the
pursuing car had pot pulled off two tyres.

(3) On coming dowan from the mountain we had to cross one
of the roads leading towards Lisburn. This was held
by a pollce patrol, who were stopping everybody and

questioning them. YLuckily for us, who were then
‘ unarmed ~ having been met earlier by Joe MceKelvey and

Charles McGill who took over our guns, We ware
approaching them from a direction other than from

Lisburn and we were allowed Lo pas8.

As a result of the exscution the pogrom was pursued
with inoreased activity, practically every businesas house of a
Catholie in Lisburn being burned to the ground and amongst

them being that of W. Gilmore, the sole Volunteer in Lisburn

previously menticned.
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The necesaity for defending themselves, their homes
and institutions did not prevent the Volunteers pursuing the
war against the British in Belfast, Every opportunity was
seized of procuring arms and in making the men proficient
in their use.

. in September, 1920, it was decided to attack an R.I.C.
ratrol at Broadway and disarm them, The police resigsted
and two were shot, one fatally, whilst one Volunteer -
A. O'Eare = received a flesh wound in the arm, All the

arms were selized,

A3 a reprisal the R,I.C. shot John Gaynor, E. Trodden
and McFedden. Gaynor was a Volunteer, but the others were

not.

Shortly after this I went to Tyrone and thence to
Garan,lsﬁ that I have no further personal knowledge of the

events in Eelfaét until the Truce,

The militery situation in Cavan at the beginning of
1921 wes far from satisfactory. For a considerable time
previously the Volunteers were used for all politiocal
purposes, so much 8o indeed that they had campletely lost
sight of the main purpose of their existence = to fight, The
county was almost oompletely devold of arms, the only weapons
in the hands of the Volunteers being shot guns, and the only
weapons to be used by them up to this time were stones with

which on one ocecasion the police were bombarded,

For the purpose of organisation G,H.Q. divided the
sounty into two parts, Bast and West Caven. Pat Woods
{(Major P. Woods late of the Western Command) was appointed
Ergnniser for West Cavan and Peadar MclMahon {(present Secretary

to the Depariment of Defence) to East Cavan, Before much

-
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useful work could be done P, McMahon was arrested. He was
Succeeded by Sean Callagher who was of an entirely different
type. He was by no means a politician end in such a
politically saturated atmosphere his work did not fruotify.
In eddition, his carelesspess in regard to detail and his
personal safety led eventually to his arrest, He really
left the area in a worse condition than he found it. Xo
arms had been obtained and dissatisfection was rife in many
of the units on whom Gallagherts sharp tongue had fallen.

Seunas McGorsn (Col. S. MoGoran) followed Gallaghers
His first task was to revive the militent spirit in his area,
He reorganised the area into four battalions, Carrickallen,
Madabawn, Enockbride East and Knockbride West, and appointed
Commanders and Staffs, arranged for training to be carried

out end lectures to be given,

Arms were the most urgent necessity of the Volunteers,
They could not be prooured in the county, and without arms
the people who had them, the police and soldiers, could not
be tackled. Undoubtedly there were a few revolvers and
shot guns and these might have been used., At a Brigade
Counoll meeting orders were gifanfﬁy MoGoran to the battalion
commanders of Knockbride East and Madabawm to attack an R.I.C.
party which visited & bank on regular days in Cootehill. The
detalls of the plan were laft antiraly to them and any halﬁ
they reépirad would have bean forthooming. The fallnuiné day
one of the Battalion Commanders notified MoGoran that they had
deoided that the tesk was beyond their powers, because they
had not sufficient experience in the use of the revolver.

' This event determined MaGoran in having a flying column
orgenised at once., The equipping of the force with arms was
the difficulty. He applied to G.H.Q. for arms with but a

most lnadequate response, and Belfast in reply told him that
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he could only have the arms if he took Belfast Volunteers
with them, with whioh to form the ocolumn. Without arms
nothing oould be done 80 he agreed to the terms of Belfast,
with the proviso that as soon as sufficient weapons had been
procured from the police end Military these men would be

replaced with Cavan men.,

The rifles and ammunition were smugeled in to Redhills
by train in travelling rugs carried by Cumann na mBan from
Belfast, No praise is too high for these ladies. When
carrying the firat consignment they were stopped in Belfast
and questioned by the militery and at every stopping place
the carriages were inspected by detectives and police, Three

journeys were made to complete the consignment,

It wes deolded to heve the column assemble a% Lappinduff
about 7 or 8 miles from Cootehill, and from there to begin
thelr operations. From the 5th to the éth May the members
began to arrive at Redhills, and on the night of the 6th/7th
May the column, 15 all ranks, marched across to Lappinduff,
The local campanies had been detelled to provide for the
aseourity of the foroe on its errival at Leppinduff.

The district oontained a mixed population of Protestant
and Catholic farmers, the former being completely hostile,

I had accompanied the column on its march from Redhills
and them ocycled over to Drumlaney near Belturbet to collect
same olothing and arms, I arrived back at Lappinduff at about
3 a.m. on the 8th May. COply the sentries and guards were
awake, '

At daybresk a shot was heard and a sentry came: into the
house to say that British Military had us surrounded, I asked
the column ocommender to keep the columpn under cover in the

bouse until I ocould go cut and meke a reccnnelssance, becaunse
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I knew the ground better than they., This was agreed to and
I started off only to be recalled before I had gone a hundred

yards to find the column commender giving orders which

resulted in-hls losing complete oontrol of his men and whose
obJect I could not follow. |However, I dld as I was told

which was to take up a position, which eventually proved to be
on the extreme right flank. Another Volunteer, Sean MoDermott,
aocompanied me, No further orders were issued to us and I
could only see two others of our party who were in position
apparently in the centre.

Qur position was on the forward slope of high ground
facing east overlooking & little valley with houses dotted
here and there, To the right of the valley wes a hill which
shut off our view in that directionm.

Whilst moving to my position I could see members of tie
¢olunn running down the hillside towards a house from which
British soldiers and police were firing. Sean MoCartney
was killed at this time. '

The rising sun was shining brilliantly in our eyes,
and 1t was difficult to locate objeots in the valley. .After
some time I distinguished British soldiers and police at
different élnnea in the ?ailay with whom we exchanged shots;
they made no attempt teo advanoe esgainst us, Suddenly on our
right where the hill was located I saw soldiers dashing from
behind cover to reach our hill, Their purpose was obviously

to ocutflank us, I succeeded in stopping some of them but
others, including an officer, got across and after some time

fire was opened on us from the hill above us., Between the
fires from sbove and below it was impossible to move, Cthers
of the column who had less cover than we had were in a
hopeless position., In the excitement nobody had thought of

bringing a sufficient supply of ammunition to’'last for a oouple
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of hours or more, and at this stage, about 7 e.m., very
little was left, Shortly afterwards the party in the
centre having exhausted their &mmuniﬁion surrendered, and
our .position having beccme untenable with only two or three

rounds left and there being no way of escape we alao

surrendered.,

It subsequently transpired that ebout fifty soldiers
and police had been ocncentrated as the result of
information given by a local Protestent farmer, and had
Surrounded, under oover of darkness, the area in which
we were known to be, 'The local Volunteer companies had
completely neglected their duty of protection, and no
warning was given of the British movements until they were
observed by the sentry.

&

We were removed to Caven Military Barracks and thence
to Belfast where we were tried by Courtmertial and sentepnced
to death for "high treason and levying war on his Majesty
the King"®. The truce intervened to aa{e cur lives and in
Jan..lgaé we were released from Mountjoy Jall, Dublin, to

which we had been removed,

During our imprisonment in Belfast Jail we made an

effort to escape., The plan was as follows:-

Sean 0'Neill, Roger MoCorley and Seumas Woods, -
0'Neill dressed as an R.I.C. Sergeant and the other two as
British officers, were to present themselves at the outer
Jall gates, and having gained admission were to bold up the
warder and open the inner gates and Secure the soldier who
was on seatry duty in the yard behind these inner gates,

A platoon of soldiers was on guard duty in the jail.
Mesnwhile the warders on duty inside were tobe seized by
prisoners who were allowed ngasocliation”. These men were

‘ politiecal prisoners eunviatéd of trivial offences, such as
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being in possession of "An t~Oglach”, and were thus kpown

as "p&panman“. They were aliowed to visit each other's cells
on aertain e;enings when all the other prisoners were locked
Up. The various parts of the plan were co-ordinated by

means of signals between the jall, 1.e, from our cell windows
and St. John's Home.

The warders inside were duly selzed, the keys secured,
and the 3elecsted prisoners released from thelr cells, These
prisoners consisted of those sentenced to death, those
sentenced to long térms of imprisonment, and those charged
with offences likely to incur the death penalty.

Meanwhile outside the three Volunteers previousliy
mentioned had gained access to the inner gates and the warder
was held up. He, qowaver, recognised Sean ('Neill who had
been a prisoner there previously with Austin Stack, and
in addition the whoie eplsode was observed from within the
gates by other warders who gave the @larm. The sentry
promptly fled, but alﬁnst immediately the remainder of the
guard were on the scene and the three Volunteers were lucky
to get away, a fortunate circumstance having prompted McCorley
to keep the nuter~w1rkat gate open. The escape therefore

fajiled. When I was released from Belfast Gaol in January,
1922, I went back to Caven as Quartermester, 3rd Brigade.

Whilst the war against the British hed ended 1n July,
1021, it continued in the Siz-County Avea and the 5th
Northern Division, Jhiah.eémprisad the Volunteers of Counties
Cavan and Monaghan, %as engaged against the R,U.C. end British
Military forces, aaéa means of reducing the pressure on the
Zprd Northern Division (Antrim apd Down) end as & reprisal for
the arrecst of General D. Hogan, Uffiuar Commanding, Sth

Northern Division, by the Six-County Government. There were
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several engagements, particularly im the Clones Area, between
the Volunteers and the R.U.C. assisted by British troops.

In one of these,two patrol lorries of R.U.C. were ambushed
et two places on the same night in February, 1922, and thelir
arms captured. At another, R.U.G.ﬁana British patrols were
engaged in the vicinity of Castle Saunderon near
Hewtnwnhuiler. Captein Matt, Fitzpatrick was shot dead et
Clones railway station whilst in charge of s party of
Volunteers intercepting ebout 50 R.U.C. travelling by rail
from Belfast to Ennisikillen. Knpown 'B' Specials in the
Six Counties weré seized and held as hostages. All these
aoctivities were executed as part of a concerted policy
approved by G.H.Q. and of which Seumas Woods, Officer
Commending, 3rd Northern Division, and Colonel 3. McGoran
wonld have more knowleﬂge"than I.

With the setting up of the Boundary Commission
activities gradually ceased, and when the civil war broke
out the Siz-lpunty problem was shelved and forgotten, but
pot by the Northern Government which continued the arrest

and internment of Volunteers who had been known to be active,

Perhaps I should mention that as evidence that activitie:
were being ﬂiréataﬂ by the Volunteers against the forces of
the Six County Government after the truce, my brother Fred
sustained wounds from which he died orn 22nd August, 1921, Tt
happensd in this way., He with Volunteer F. Crummy acting
under orders from Joe MoKelvey were kespiné Commissioner
Snith, R.T.C., under surveillance, and were in the viecinity
of his house when they were accosted by one of the deteotive
guards. Crumny drew his revolver and the detective grabbed
it. Fred then shot the detective but as he did so he
himself was shot by the gun for which the cther two were
struggling. __Both Crummy snd Fred then made off and although
he was mortelly wounded in the stomach ~ the bullet went '
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¢lean through his body - he managed to travel about half
a mile before collapsing. He died in hospital ten days
later, Crummy was the son of the Division Intelligence

Officer Frank Crummy.

A
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As, I am inclined %o believe, the attitude of tkhe

present Government towards its followers in the Six Counties
is not that of the late General Collins, I am writing this
Memo. with a view to ascertaining from you what exactly the

position of my Division is now and is likely to be in the
future relative to G.H.Q. and I would also like to know

through you what Policy the Government has for its followers

in ‘ tha Divisional area.

When the Treaty was signed in December last we were
given to wnderstend by General 0'Duffy that although the Six

L

Counties did not benefit as much as the rest of Ireland by
4t 84111 it was the best that could possibly be got at the
time and it was the intention of the Dall members and the

' members of G.H.Q. Staff who supported it to work and try to
overcome the Treaty position with regard to Ulster.

During the three months following the signing of the
Treaty I am satisfied that G.H.Q. did their best to asslat the
Army in the Six Counties and when the split came in March I
i-eaamanda-d to the Offiocers and men to stand with G.H.Q. as I
considered by so foing we were giving the people who
supported the Treaty a betiter chance of overcaming the
position in the North,

After the outhreak uf-huatilitiés betweea G.H.Q. and
the Executive there was the danger that the pesition in
Ulster would be more or less overlooked and allowed to drift
and in order to have a definition of our position end of the

policy of the Gonmman:t here I asked for a meeting of the

senlor Officers of the Six Co. area with g.n Q. Staf
L ] * - a i".
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Before that meeting was held I sent you a Memo,
dealing with the events in the Division from the time T
took over command and autliuing-the position generally at
the end of July as regards the morale end tactics of the
eneny, the morale of our troops and the morale of the
Catholic population and thelr attitude towards the I.R.A.

On August 2nd the meeting was held apd the late
Commander-in~-Chief presided. At that meeting the situation
in the Six Counties was discussed at great length with a
view to lmproving our Ofganisation and training end deciding
on a Poliocy to be adopted by our people in the North end
which would have the sanction of the Government in Dublin,
The late C-in-C. outlined the Policy we were to adopt = one
of non~recognition of the Northern Government and passive
resistance to its functioning. At the same time from the
military point of view we were to avold as far as possible
coming into direct conflict with the armed forces of the
Northern Gov. and any aetion on our part would be purely
protective. The late C~in-C., made it olear to us that the
Gov. in Dublin intended to deal with the Ulster situation
in a very definite way, and as far as this Division was
concerned every Officer present felt greatlﬁ encouraged to
carry on the work when we had a definite Poliey to pursue

and an assurance that the Gov. here would stand by us.
o

After the death of the late General Collins it was
encouraging to us to see that the Government were determined
to carry out his policy. I took it that this meent his
policy regarding Ulster also.

A new situation has now arisen. F. MoArdle was up
a fortnight ago with the President regarding the course of
actlion to be adopted by our people in connection with the

signing of a declaration of loyalty to H.M. the King and the -



Military Archives Cathal Brugha Bks Rathmines Dublin 6 Ph 8046457

L 3]

h

Se

Northern Gov. whioch that Gov, is imposing on certain people
and I expect through time will impose on every citizen in the
Six Co. area, MciArdle informed me that the Preaident brought
the matter before a meeting of the Cablnet and the decision .
was that the Gove in Dublin had no objection to our people
signlng this. uwing1to the position that has arisen in the
Iqat of Ireland I take it the Government feel they are not
equal to the task of overcoming the Treaty position regarding
Ulster. If it is their intention to recognise the Northern
Gov. 1t is well they should be acquainted with the present
position in TUlster and alsc have an idea of what the future of
Mster 1s likely to be as we visualise it.

*

There 1s grave internal trouble in the Northern Gove °
When thelr terror poclicy was broken by our campaign of burning
and destruction in Belfast, they turned to a poliey of
pPlacatlon towards the Catholic population and when this proved
fairly successful (we, of oourse, were at this time becoming
inactive owing to the War in the rest of Ireland) they began
to dispense with a number of their Speciaia. A desire for
peace became popular amongst the betier classes and the
Northern Gov, took up the tesk of restoring order in good
faith. There had been a number of high officers in their
Police force who had been given unlimited powers during the
terror campalgn notably D,I. Nixon and ail his Staff. Sush
reople while they were iﬁ power would always be a menace to
reace and during the past few months have been presaing for
bromotion and reward for "distinguished service™ i,e. Murder,
The Northern Gov. in their desire for peace have refused
promotion or reward and D,I. Nixon was asked to resign, He is
at present orgenising the disbanded Speocials and has
threatened to lead them against the N.G. on the same lines as -
the Irregulars in the South., He has also warned Col. Wickham,
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Inspector Gen., R.,U,C. and the City Commissioner of Belfast
that their lives are no longer safe. Last week Nixon & Co.

-

attempted to shoot up the Catholic districts of Belfast in

the hope that the I,R.A. would take the field and 1t would

become evident to the K.G., that there was a necessity to
strengthen their forpes rather than deplete them. I have
issued special orders against retallation until we see how
the Officlal forces of the N.G. are going to deal with this
trouble. In a particular area last week in Belfast the
Official Speclials returned the fire of some of Nixon's
gang; this is a great change in Belfast. )

Owing to the capture by us of all the files and military
Plans from H.Q. R.U.C. and the office of General Solly Flood,
Cralg's Military Advider, the N.G. bave been holding -
enquiries in all their departments and the position at the
moment is that every Official is suspecting .tha other,

-

Recognition of the N.G., of course, will mean the
breaking up of our Division, None of the Divisional,
Brigade or Battalion Officers could remain in the areg except
under War conditions and that only for a short time and even
under guarantees from the N.G.? 1f such will be arranged,
these men would not be safe from unoffioial murder=-gangs.
With the departure of these Officers it will pot be possible
to maintain the I.R.A. organisation which is the only Irish
Organisation in the Six Counties at the present time. The
breaking up of this Organisetion is the first step to meking

partition permanent. If this must come then there is very

" 1ittle hope of nrganiaiﬁg in Ulster on Geellec lines for a

long time.

x

The Government here has still a certain

responsibllity to its followers in the Six Co. area and the
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following points will require their serious comalderation: -

i

: a. The question of our prisoners who are not
| recognising the N.G, as per late C.in.C's
' - instruotions, . .

r

b The position of the people who aasisted us during
the War against England and who are now singled
‘ out for harsh treatment by the N.G.

6. The position of our Officers and men who have lost
‘their means of living because of their activitiea
ageinst Englend.

d, The position of our Officers and men from Co.
Antrim and Co. Down who are mostly of the farming
olass and who canpot return to their homes and
whose people are acoordingly victimised,

e. The question of people who have come away from
their area for no reasoh whatever and on the plea

of being refugees have been taken into Gov. positions
in Dublin. This is encouraging emigration.

On these points it is essential for me to have a
- definite ruling from you and I would be glad if you ooumld
let me have this by Tuesday next 3rd prox. Everyone is

anxious to know how and where they stand.
Beir Beannacht,

(Signed) . 8. Woods,
0/¢., 3rd, Northern Division.
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