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“ghﬁ Black-and-Tan Auxiliaries®.

On Tuesday, 30th November, 13920, a farewell luncheon
was given in London to Archbishop Clune of Parth; Western
Australia, by 8ir J. D. Connolly, the then ﬁgent}general
for Western ﬁustralia. It -was an informal affaﬁr and to
it came the Rt. Hon. Lord Morris, the Rt. Hon. ﬁ.P. 0'Connor,
M.P., and Mr. Joe Devlin, M.P. After the 1uncﬁhon the
situation in Ireland was diﬁduased. The Arcﬁbi;hop
expressed himself freely on the reign of terror Ehat he hed
just left, ‘Listening intently to this eyeﬁwitnﬁss account
of what was happening across the Irish Sea, one br the
party suggested that his Grace should postpone nis
departure for the Continent until he had told hiﬁ story to
the Primg Minister, Mr. Lloyd George. Mr. Joe Devlin, who
was particularly friendly with the Prime Miniate?-at the
timé, volunteered to arr&ngg the interview. 'Th?
Arcﬁﬁiahnp agreéd to cancel his bookinge with Gﬁpks, if
such an interview were granted to him. Mr. Juﬁ Devlin saw
the Prime Minister and proposed to him that the ﬁrchbishﬂp

should go to Ireland as & medlator.

On Wednesday, lst December 1920, the first meeting
between ifr. Lloyd George and the Archbishop top% place in
the House of Gommnﬁs. The Archbishop painted é picture of
the real state of conditions in ;reland, emphaayzing the
recent happenings in his native County Clare which occurred
while he was staying in Ennis with Bishop Fogarty. Later
the Archbishop when he received an audience with the Pope

gave him an account of these happenings. 1 was also
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present at thia:audience, and, while cnrrnbor&t&ng tﬁe
Archbishop's accbunt, gave detalls of my own personal
eiperien&ﬂ. On the road between Lahinch and |

- Miltown-Malbay, in the County of Clare, a pﬂlic; cAr wWas:
- ambushed. Some of the police were killed, and in the
ensuing battle between the reinforcements arﬁed?with'
machine-guns, three of the soldiers were killed. That
night as & rap#isal, "Bigzi-igﬂrTanB“ left Lime}ick with
tins of petrol and bombs. On arrival at Lahin?h, they
broke into a public-house and drank so much that they went
through the village street like drunken savagesL yelling,

and using disgusting 1anguage; :

Most of the people left their homes to spend a bleak

winter night shivering in their night attire crouching by

- %

the rocks on the seashore, 8ix houses were set on fire

and' burned to the ground, the blaze illuminating the
éountrrsiﬂe. In one house the "Black-and-Tans" found a
young caupie, the wife rocking the cradle. They ordered
'them out on the street while they Bprinkled.the:hcuse with

p?trol.i The young husband, who was not an acti?u
-2 . :
"ainn Feiner', mttered something about his home being

destroyed. A "Black-and-Tan" fired point blank at him,
and as the young-mﬂn sére&meﬂ with the pain of Fha bullet,
they lifted him and threw him into his blazing %nuﬁe.

Footnotes: (=x~ 1) These men wore khaki coats with black trousers
and black berets. The people promptly named
them "Black-and-Tans™., They were not sub ject
to military diecipline. The terms of their
conmission were genercus; the usual rate of
pay was & pound per day.

It is on record that men were released from
English prisons on volunteering to go to
Ireland as auxilieries to.the military and
the police. :

r

- (=x- 2) "sinn Fein" (pronounced "Shinn Fein") are the
Gaelic words for "“We ourselves'. ' The Sinn
a ' Fein party was founded by Arthur pgriffith.
) ginn Feiners became the accepted name for
the young men .on the run. 1
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- At these first-hand evidences thé Prime Mi%ister -
expressed his horror, and Bﬁautiy condemned alfirepriaala;
He icn asked the Archbishop if he would go pé bublin and
interview the Sinn Fein leaders to arrange & temporary
truce in order to prepare an atmnsphﬂré for negbtiatians.
The Archbishop consented, and the Prime Ministe} promised

. o
to call his Cabinet together at once to dilscuss: the

. ¥ 1
H

Meeting the Prime Minister the next day, the
Archbishop was informed by him that although thé
suggestion vhat he act as mediator was strongly. opposed

not only by a section of the Cabinet but also by General

- McCready, then commanding the Brifiah forces in'Ireland,

the méjority were in favour of his going to Duhiinﬂ Now
arose a Gilbertian situation. Amazing as it may appear,
the next difficulty wes to organise some arrangément by
which the Archbishop could meet and have free aécesa to

the Sinn Fein leaders to discuss terms for a truce.

So completely had the "Black-and-Tans" been given &

"free hand to do what they lliked, and to go Wherg they

liked, that neither the Government nor the crdigary

Lnulitary command in Ireland could control this

irresponsible and undisciplined corps of trucul?nt
adventurers., Mr. Lloyd George admitted the aiéuation
to the Archbishop, and quoted the advice received from
the official military authorities in Dublin that they
could not guarantee the safety of Archbishop clﬁne if it

hecame‘puhliu that he was going to Iréland to ilnterview

. the 8Sinn Fein leaders. Never for a moment would they

consent to a safe conduct for the Sinn Fain 1ea?ers to

meet the Archbishop. i

Mr. Liayd George conveyed this information: to the

ﬁrchbishdp without a trace of embarrassment. It shows



L

.

how far Fhe reign of terror of organised 1aw13£sness had
progressed, when even the (Cabinet could not prémise a safe
conduct to the men who were to discuss & Bettl%ment, 80 .
strongly and sincerely favcured by the majoritﬁ of the -
Government. Accordingly, the Archbishop had to’ decide

whether to run the risk of going to Ireland privately end

.Ancognito, in the hope of meéting the S8inn Fein leaders

wherever they could bé found, uf abandon- the aﬂtempt and
return to Australila. His Grace was very reluctant to
miss this opportunity of bringing pesce to his stricken
land, He was fully aware of the dangers surrﬂhndihg such
a mission, fahring not for his own personal safﬁty, but
rather for the Sinn Fein leaders wﬁo might be fbunﬂ with
him. Before deciding, the Archbishop went out to
Nazareth Huusé, Hammersmith, London, where Dr. hannix,
Archbishop of Melbourne, was residing at the ti@e, having
been taken off ﬁis ghip in the At;antic by an.Eﬁgliah
destroyer, and prevented from visiting his &ge&émnther in
Ireland. After discussing the problem, Archbi?hnp Clune
decided to take the risk on éha advice of Dr. M%nnix, who
gave him a letter to the Irish leaders in Duhli?. Later,
Dr; Clune presented thét letter to Michael cellina and to
Arthur Griffith, the founder of the Sinn Fein p?licy, who

was in Mountjoy prison, Dublin.

The only difficulty remaining was where Dr. Clune
would stay in Dublin so that his mission might not become
public, and his whereabouts discovered. Mr. L?oya George
Eolfed this by sending one uf_his cunrideﬁfial ?earetaries

{~x=) o
to Sir John O'Connell then visiting London. |

Pootnote: {-x=) On the death of his wife, Sir John 0'Connell,

g prominent Dublin lawyer and author, went
to Rome where he was ordained for
Westminster. '

'
I
1

1



o

-5~ !

When approached, S8ir John O'Connell gladl# accepted;
On Saturday, Lth December 1920, Archbishop Cluie and Sir
John 0'Connell left by the Irish mail frnmrEusﬁon gtation
in a reserved compartment secured for them by éne.of Mr.
Lloyd Gecfge‘s-secretariea. Sir J. D. Gonnoliy was the
only person who knew thair‘ﬁissiqn,'and he waaiun ihe
platform to bid them "God speed". When they ﬂad to siﬁn

the usual list of travellers on the mail boat, Sir John

|
-gave the name of the "Rev. Dr. Walsh" for the Archbishop.

‘The boat was crowded with military chiefs end noisy

auxiliaries. At Kingstown (now known as Din ﬁathaire}
Sir John and "Dr. Walsh" slipped gquietly off tﬂe boat, and
went to St. Michael's Ghufﬁh, where the Archhiéhop said
M8sS. ' ' _ é '

Mass over, the Archbishop mntoieﬁ first td the Gresham
Hotel to hear from Bishop Fogarty and then tq er Blrin,
Killiney, Co. nuﬁlin, about nine -miles south ﬂﬁ the city.
The house stood secluded in its own grounds, a perfect

situation for the purpose on hand. A railwayistation was

nearby. Here at Ard Eirin the Archbishop remained a8 the

guest of Sir John 0'Connell. Only once was hih hiding
place. and identity guessed at. AT enterprisiﬁg repﬂrter'.
called Sir John on the 'phone and put the pnintthank
question: I"IB Archbishop Clune of Perth, Austﬁalia,
staying at Ard Eirint" Sir John fortunatély w?a at home
and -anowered the call himself. . He justified himself that
his guest was listed in the press as “Rev. Dr.-wélsh", and
to the public there was no Archbishop Clune staying with
him. 80 he countered that dangpraus question Fn the

good old Irish fashion by asking another: "“Whet on earth
put such an idea into your head? Did you read &nur own

paper's personal column which said that the Revs Dr. Walsh

was my guest? Who then would be staying at my house but a
. .
|

Rev. Dr. Walshe"
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Sir John was highly succesaful, for the press on both
sides of the Irish Sea never once hinted the naﬁe of the

secret negotiator, until near the collapse of the mission.

|
Had Sir John not been at home, and had that message been

teken by one of the servants, sufficient suspicion would have

¢

been arocused to send newspaper sleuths prpwlingfarnund Ard

Eirin,and the Archbishop would certainly have beéen recognised.

1

Chapter II.

A Plot to Murder a Bishop. :

On ?hurnﬂay, 2nd December, Dr. Clune took me to lunch
at Nazareth House, Hammarsmiih, whgre I saw DT.IMannix for
the first time. aftef luncheon both ﬁrchbiahoﬁa retired
to diacués Dr. Clune's mission to Ireland. AtEthe request
of ﬁr. Clune, Dr. Mannix telegraphed Bishop Fugérty'of
Killaloe to come to Dublin and meet him af the Gresham Hotel.
The hall porter of the Gresham, Hugh, an institution in
himself, was a clﬁaa friend of Dr. Clune, and iﬁ was qui?a

safe to rely on his discretion snd prudence.

On the advice of Archbishop Mennix, Dr. Clune saw
Mr, Art O'Brien, who was acting as a secrét lia{son officer
between Miék collins and events in London, and fhraugh Art

O'Brien Dr. Clune got a letter to the Sinn Feinilehders;

In life we are wﬁrned never to put a prepaid telegram
or an envelope intenﬂad for the ﬁaat into one's pocket,
because, if wé do, we are certain to forget-poaﬁing it.

An Archbishop is no exception to this general recommendation,
for that is what Dr, Clune did on arrival in Duﬁiin. That
glip of memory saved the life of an Irish Eishnﬁ and the
story is worth re-telling, but let the Bishop wﬁo owes his

1ife to it tell us in his own words. @

i
Dr. Fogarty, Bishop of Killaloe, sent me t@e following
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account of this fortunate accident:

“On the night of Friday, 3rd December, 1920, four
Auxiliaries (Black—anﬂdTans) with blackened faces descended
on my house about 2.30 a.m. tc take my life, carry me off,
and, according to General Crozier, bury my hoﬂy 1n the
Shannon. ?

"The ciruumatancea of my escape from that nnslaught
were so markedly providential that one might descrihe it by

the mercy of God - miraculous,

_ "On the .evening of Thursday, 2 December, ahhut
7 o'clock, while at tee with Mr. Hogen of Kilmal#ock, a
telegram was handed to me from Dr. Mannix, Archbashup of
Melbourne, who was then .in London, saying:; "Archbishop
Clune crossing to Dublin tonight. Meet him Greghhm Hotel

|
. !
1
1

on important business™.

*l was very uﬁwilling to go to Dublin 1n,r€3ponsa to - -
this message because I had Just béen.away for 5&m§ time.
There were no trains runninglowing to the hlock&de, exgept
Ane from Cork to Dublin, to eatch which I shoulq have to
drive to Limerick Junction and stay the night in Limerick.

I telegraphed Archbishop Clune, Gresham Hotel: ﬁIncunvenient
for me to go up. Could you come down tu,Enn{a{, aﬁd, to

make sure, I mepaid the reply. ' |

“Dr.'uluﬁe, as he afterwards told me, got ﬁhe telegram
ﬁhen he called at the Gresham Hotel on the morning he
arrived, read it, made up his mind that he wnuld send me a
telegram during the day that I need no¢t come upé but he
forgot to send it - there was the prqvidential @are. All
that day I was greatly embarrassed as no telegr%m was
forthcoming, and at one time made up my mind naﬁ to go as
no telegram had come. But about L o'clock a strong feeling
took possession of me that I ought to go as the;telegram .

I
seemed so important, and about 5 o'clock I senthnr Dr. J.B
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“Maﬁclanny. Surgeon at the County Hospital, Ennis, who had
a motor car and. got him to drive me to Limerick. - I stayed
the night at 8t, John's Hospital, Limerick, anﬂ;while I was

there sleeping, the four assassins arrived at my house.
: ' !
"Their loud rapping at the hall door sbout two-thirty

in the morning awoke Mise Murray, my then hﬂuﬁeﬁeep&r. She

opened the1dncr..
'Wh%re is the Bishop?' i
'The Bishop is not at home,' ~E
i

‘"Where 1s he? When did he go? Where did @e go? ete.

Ther.wére ﬁiacancerted at her replies, and demagded_a :
light, refusing to light the gas which she indiéatad to
them. She gave them the candle she hed, The#.had
blackened faceg‘and were armed with revolvérs..? They
searched everj nook and corner in the house, ev%n under the
bed, Two of them, evidently officers, tall bufly men,
then'ﬂent tc the library and proceeded to examine some
papers; Miss Murray, all the time standing by,:ih her bgre

feet and nightdress.

"Frank O'Connor, the houseman, had come on.the scene
and displayed great courage by following them around the

house in spite of their threats. Two of the intruders -
. 1

one a very tall savage-looking man, the other rather short

and thick with face heavily blackened and who never spoke

& word, through fear, I presume, nf+heing recog%ised -
returned to the cellar where they found a hattl% of whigkey.
One’' of them had the bottle in his mouth when Fr%nk 0'Connor
descended on him. They rushed at Frank with t@eir
revolvers. He returmed to the library, and_tuid the other
two officers that they should iook after their éumpanicns 1
as they were drinking raw whiskey. The party then left,

1
ordering Miss Murray to shut thé hall door and come no

further, Their names were never discovered with any

certainty. "
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General Crozier, in his fEminiacencea, "Ipeland for
|
"At Killaloe, I received further evidence that the
| "

hidden hand was s8till at work, and was told in cbnfidenaﬂ

" that instructione had been received to kill the human

Catholic Bishop of Killaloe, Dr. Fogarty, by drowning him in
a sack from the hfidge over the River Eh&nnon, 56 ag to run

no further risk of detection by having his hody faunﬂ“
| (R.107)

FPirst Contact with Michael Collins, -

Killiney is a spur of the Wicklow mnunfainsi against
which that'&mischiavﬂus lad - Dublin", lesans hiﬂ!back as he
dipla his toes in the bay. Just south of Din Laoghaire the
sepur runs to the edge of the sea, facing a -deep r:'l.ﬂ.I'I;BW
channel in which the picturesque island of Dalkey is setl.

|
One never tirea of the view from Killiney Hill. % The

Dubliners' adjective is "lovely" - and lovely itlis.

. i .
Perched on a. slope of that outpost of the blue Wicklow -
mountains rests Ard Eirin, amid the other exclusive dwellings

of* that fashionable suburb, " !

Here fér'a week Dr. Clune set up his headquértersﬂ

When Bishop Pogarty arrived in Dublin on Saturday he went to

All Hallowe College, where he étayed; Thrqugh Hugh, the

head-porter at the Gresham Hotel, he learned where the

Archbishop was staying, and arranged to meet him! at the

Gresham on Monday.

|
|
|
The Enyoy from Michael Gollins..

The first visitor to Ard Eirin waa a young man named

Joseph F, 0'Reilly, later tc be & Gulonsl in theIFree State

(Y
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Army. AB A.D.G; to President Cosgrave, I met him several
|

times. At my request he wrote the fGIIOWing_aécount of

his visit to Killiney:- :

"I met Archbighop Clune twice during the négntiatiuﬂ#.
The firet meeting was in Sir John 0'Connell's hduse at
Killiney, ﬁo. Dublin. The late Michael callins gave me a
letter arranging an appnintment with His Grace and told me
to cycle out to Sir John O'Connell's house and 'hand the
letter personally to Dr. Clune. I had some Qi#ficultr in
getting access to the house owing to th&.area a%nuhd gir
‘John's home heing_patrulied by detectives, whnmiI rgcogniéaﬂ
at once. After a few detours 1 eventually gﬂtéin 8 back way
and then mhﬂe my way to the front of the houss énd rang iha
bell, A maid answered. Without revealing whé I was I
succeeded in securing admission. I was ushere% into a
large room and was there about fifteen minutes when a
clergyman entered the room. It was 8 p.m. on éha evening
of Sunday, 5th December 1920. He asked who I was, and what
was my business. I teld him my nama, and said that I
wanteﬂ to see Archbisghop Clune. I ventured to-ask him 1f
he were Dr. Clune, for I noticed that his stock w&a black,
and that he was not wearing a ring. He admitted with a
sﬁile that, he ;as Dr, Glune. I then handed him.the letter
which Michael Collins had entrusted to me for him. His
Grace read the letter and spoke to me for a little time,
.but the only part of the conversation I now remsﬁher is |
that.he was most anxious to meet Michael Gullinéﬂas soon
as possible. 1 asked His Grace to be very careful when
gsetting out to keep any such appointment as the Ear might
be shadowed, and this might lead Michael Gollina;into the
eager hands of Dublin Castle. His Grace became very

serious at that, and after a while he asked:-

® 'gow do you know that I might be followedﬁ'

E
!
H
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" 'Well, Your arace', I replied, 'I had to make
I
several detours on my bike before I called here this
evening, because I recognised some Dublin detectives in

the neighbourhood, !

"This upset His Grace quite a bit. He rehlised
the danger t0o which he was exposing Michael Gollins, and
he discussed whether it was worth the risk to c.cm‘hi.me
“his mission. I remained silent until he made _h:l.s own
decision, but I felt that I wds right in warniﬁg His
Grace of the danger. I then left the house, éaw no sign
of the detectives, Ianrl rode back to Dublin, wheire I
reported to Michael Gollins that I had delivered his
l
i
"My next meeting %ith Dr. Clune was the E?%ning of

letter to Dr. Clune.

the next day, Monday, 6th December, 1920, when about
elight in the evening I called at the Gresham Hotel in
0'Connell Street, met Dr. Clune, snd told him of the
time and place where he would meet Michael Gallins the
next day. I again warned him to be very uarefﬁl on
leaving for the appointment, end to show no aurpriae ir
the driver.of the car that I would send tock a round-
about way. His'Grace toock me aside and exprﬂa;ed his
uneasliness at the prospect of being fﬂllDWeﬂ.bHLDuhlin
Castle. He then said to me: 'I will go to Dublin
Castle and esee if my movemenis have been watchéd. It
were better drop the negot;&ticns_than risk the!capture

of Michael Collins'. .

i

“I suggested to His Grace not to do that, fcr what
certainxy could he have that the Castle wOuld.kgep its word?
The prize of Michael Collins was too tempting t? scruple
over a promise. I then left the Hotel, and did not meet

Dr. Clune again during his stay in Dublin that time. Later
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- "that evening when Irrepurteﬂ in detail my interview-td

Michael Colline, stressing the Archbishop's anxﬁetr lest he
- . |
might endanger him, Michael Collins said: 'What a splendid

.man Dr. Clune must be! I am most anxious to meet him'. "

{Dublin, 7th March, 1929).

Chapter IV,
Interviews with the Irish Leaders

The next day, Tuesday, Tth Dacemher, Dr. Glune,
accompanied by Dr. Fogarty, Bishop of Killalae! get cut
from All Hallows GCollege, Drumcondra, for the first
interview with Michael Collins. They were driving.quita
a time, not noticing where they were, too interested in
their chat, when Dr. Clune looked out as the cér drew up
before one of the fine residences in Merrion EQuare. a most
unlikely hide-out for a man W1th a price on hia head. The
driver knocked at the hall-door and the two hishopﬂ were
shown into the consulting room of Dr. Rﬂbert Farnum, ocne of
Dublin's leading gynaecologists. I called upqn Dr. Farnum
in Cctober 1935, and he told me that Dr. Glune;and "Mick"
Colline met in his hpuﬁa regularly during the ﬁegotiations.
Mick usually came on a bike which he left at a;tobaccanist
in Merrion Row, Jjust round the corner, At th%t time,
December 1920, Dr. Farnum was attenﬂing the wives of two
of the auxiliaries, and consequently his house:waa never
suspected. He remembered the horrible feeliné he had on
one occasion as a lorfy full of auxiliarles puileﬂ up
before the door while Mick and Archbishop Gluné wefe
upstairs. The doctor had a few bad minutes until the

husband of one of the two patients handed him & message

from his wife. . ' |

Another day Mick came down the staire arm—in-arm with

the Archbishop. Both were laughing at some stcry as Mick

|

1
1
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opened the hall door, and stood behind it unti} Dr. Farnum
halled a cab from across the street. As the éruhhiehop
got into the cab a lorry full of “B&ack-&nd-Taﬁs" moved
slowly past the house. Perhaps snﬁe one had feaogniaeﬂ .
Mick on one of hia,many-visita. Mick closed ﬁhe door,
drew his revolver and watched the lorry from a 'corner of
the curtain, The 10rry‘cnntinued ite beat up;and down
the street, so Mick decided Fo get out thrOughEthe ﬁack
garden. That ‘his house wag never gnce ﬁearchéd or |
suspected throughout ‘tilE: negotiations Dr. Farm.:im
attributes to his professional interest in the!ﬁives of
the auxiliaries he was attending. Buapiq;on éhere
undoubtedly ﬁas, probably through some palicemén
glimpsing Michael Collins on one of his visitﬁi but,
fortunately, the house escaped a search, lubkiiy for all

concerned. , _ ' i
)

In his hospitable home at Ennia; Co. Dlaré, one
winter evening in January 1936, I sat with ﬁr. Fogarty
before é fire that warmed.him into reminiscent #ﬂoﬂ. He
recalled the surprised eyes of Dr. Clune as thﬁj&&lighted
~at Dr. Farnum's home in Merrion Square. In.ﬁiﬁ gtudent
days Merrion Square was a pfesarvé of the arisﬁﬁcr&tin

!
Anglo-Irish, and never did the Archbishop dream that he
. | A

would one day be brought there to meet the "arch-rebel™ of
: ;
the Sinn Fein activists. '

|
: |

YHaving greeted Dr. Bob Farnum as an old friend, we
both eat down in ailarge\rpnm, when out of the!&arknesa
there emerged the smiling boyish figure of Micﬁ Collins,
whose Tirst salptﬁtiun was: :

I

"'My Lord, you had a narrow escape last Friday night.’

L3

ntwas it the local "Black-and-Tans" that were in 1t?'
i

I asked Mick.
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'oh, you never can tell, That may have been planned

here in Dublin, or down in Limerick or Cork', replied Mick.,"

The plot failed as we have already,séen, ﬁut that was
not due to any restraining hand on the plutteré, nor to any

neglect about the plans. - |

1
!

Dr. Pogarty was very curloue how Mick Gnllins knew he

was in Dublin, and that he was staying at All Hallaws

" College, Drumcondra. For Mick said to the Bishop:— .

My Lord, I am glad you 4id not stay at the Gresgham
|

Hotel. You are much safer at All Hallows cnlﬂege".
!

The Bishop's decision to go out to an clﬂifrienﬁ. é
priest from the Killa]oé diocese, Very Rev. Faéher T,
O'Donnell, C.M., the president of tha,college,?w&s only
made on arrival at the hotel and finding Dr. ciﬁﬁe not there.

Mick's Secret Service certainly did their work well.

Dr. Clune showed Mick Collins the letter from
. N |
Archbishop Mannix, and the three of them diacuaaed the
proposed truce. - Mick never allowed the Biahupa to remain

serious for long; he always had a joke on tap.

"The next day", continued Dr. Fogarty, “D#. Cluns rang
me up at Ali Hallowe and arranged for me to an%ampany him to
Mount joy Pfiaon. We set out on a very cold ﬂéx, a bitter
wind sweeping in from the bay. Asrwe apprnacﬁe& Mount joy

the prison looked very forblidding and we were ﬁdt over-

. N . I
bright, thinking of our grand boys behind those walls.

Mr. A.W. Cope, the assistant-under-gecretary er Ireland,

met us inside, and on his authnr;ty we could 1ﬁterview any
.
of the prisoneérs. We saw Arthur Griffith first, 10 whom

Dr. Clune gave Archbishop Mannix's letter. | We discussed
the proposed truce, which Arthur Griffith welcomed with

enthusgasm_ I_We then saw Eoin MacNeill, who wés not so

© impressed, but was willing to accept 1it. He then outlined
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for us his ides of terms. Michael Staines was khe next

with whom we discuesed.the proposal. ' !

"Mr.. Cope came into the room and asked if &here'were
any other prisoners we would care to see. I aﬁ?ed about the
Countess Markievicz in whose sincerity I always%believed,
but Dr. Clune and Cope got talking about the truce, and I
forgot all about the Countess until I had left hountjoy“.

r

"What was your opinion of Cope?" 1 asked the Bishop.
. . [ .
"Gope made a favourable impression on me that day in

Mount joy. He convinced me that he was sincere in his
efforts for a truce. Alone among the die-hard? in Dublin
castle, he kept Lloyd George's interest in the &ruce alive.
He was undoubtedly Lloyd George's man in nﬁbliq; sent there
to watch events. In his frank talk with us that day he
expressed the view that were a truce arranged, %nﬂ had
hostilities ceased on both sides, a splendid nﬁpartunitr

would present itself for a final settlement™.

| .
=]

-After some discussion Dr., Clune was asked %y Cope to
submit a preliminary draft for a truce to nuﬁli? castle.

Dr. Clune amﬁhasised that no surrender of arms_has to be
demanded from the Irish side, At that he very cordially

bade us good day.

The- Bishop recalled that as they drove away from the
prison a lorry full of “Elack-anﬂ-Tans“§fnllqwéd them for
gome congiderable time, until eventually they éhonk them

off by winding in and out of the small atreets?of the city.

"The next day", the Bishop remembered, "w% met Cope,
who told us of the hostile reception the draftgfcr the
truce received in Dublin Castle. The Chief Eécretarg,
Sir Hamar Greenwood, and the military heads were wild that
someone could crﬁas from London and have 1nterfiews with

Collins here in Dublin, while their Secret Serfice could

L]
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not run him to earth. The die-hards decided to send a
strong deputation to Lloyd George, demanding thé surrender
of arms by the rebels as & necessary preliminar% for any
truce. (Cope felt that such was a ruse to killith& truce

negotiations, for Dublin Castle knew that Mick Colline &nd

his men would never surrender their arms."

"The next day I saw Dr. Clune off from Dﬁn;Laoghaire,
Later I heard frﬁm.him that the boat carried & étrong
deputation of military chiefs going to Lloyd Gaérge with
their demand. Cope was algo on board, bound on the same
mission, but not on their side. Cope came up to Dr. Clune
on board, and pointing to a gréup'or officers he said very
dejeatedlf: . '

"'I do not iike to ae& theée fellows crnsséng in such
strong numbers. They have convinced themselves that they
have the hqys in the hills beaten, and they wan% noe talk of
a truce to interfere with them ncw. But the Prime
Minister may not listen to them. Who knows? I etill have

hopes of that truce.'"

Chapter V.

Untimely Appeals for Peace. !

o

Dr.«Fogarty continues hie reminiscences:

|

"pr. Glune returned to London full af'hope;and aought
an interview with Lloya George. It was some déys before
he could see the Prime Minister. THe was dismn}ed to find
Lloyd George's attitude changed. ¥or the firs%'time the
surrender of arms was mentioned. The Dublin Géstle
deputation had certainly loast no time eince they crassaﬂ
the Irish Sea. Dr.. Clune countered this by reminding the
Prima Minister that England never asked. the Bcers to lay

|
ﬂnwn their arms as a preliminary to a truce. "
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"Do you think Lloyd George was sincere in his efforts
to bring about peace in Ireland?" I asked the Bishop.

"I shall not comment on the sincerity of Linrd George",
answered the Bishop, "but I believe that he was! ambitious
enough to relish the fame of being the Prime Minister who
solved the Irish question. At the same time hé was a
paliticianlanﬂ he feared the minarity within thé Gafinet,
headed by Bonar Law. So shrewd in politics, he played for
time by sending Dr. Clune back again to Ireland. fnr a draft

of termg ag & bagig Tor a conference,

"T'wo events took place in Ireland about this time which,

in my opinion, destroyed Dr., Clune's mission. iThe first of.

these was .a resolution passed by six men in Galway. The
Galway County Council, with a membership of thi#tr-tWG, had -
pledged allegiance to the Irish Republic. NEE;ly all ‘the
members were in prisen or evading arrest. The;quo?um of
the Council was eight.- On 3rd December, without notifying
the rest of the Council, six of the members met, and in the
neme of the Galway County Council isaued an ‘unanimnus‘

reanlutinn as followa:

' |

"We view with sorrow the shootings, burnings, reprisals
and counter-reprisals now taking place all ovar%lrelann and
England; we therefore, as adherenta of Dail Eiﬁeann,
reﬁueat that body to appoint three delegates tu;negatiate a
truce. We further request that the British Gaﬁernﬂgnt
appoint three delegates whﬁ will have the pnwerfto arrange
a truce.and preliminary terms of peace honourable to both
ucuntriea. We consider that the initlative liéa with the
British Government who should withdraw the ban on the

{-x=) :
meeting of Dail Eireann.

-!

Footnote:; {(-x-) "Dail Eireann" is the name of the Iriah Parliament

which was banned but continued to hnlﬂ secret
meetings.
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"The second eveni wag a telegram to Lloyd ﬁearge from

the Rev. Father Michael O'Flanagsen, as fullows:;

"*You state you are willing to make peace at once
I

without waiting till Christmas. Ireland is also willing to

make peace, What first step do you proﬁoaa?'“

I remember buying the "Westminster Gazattﬁ" in London
one afternoon to find this telegram of an interview with
Father D'Flan&gﬁn, who was acclaimed as the Preagﬁgnt of
Sinn Féin, and a most powerful influence in Irisﬁ politics.
I brought the paper te the hotel and gave it to %hc .
Archbishop, who was obviously upset at this untihely ery for
peaée. I watched the papers the next day to fi#& Father
0'Flanagan's private appeal for peace was discredited by
de Valera whoee comment on the telegram was published in the

"Daily Sketch", 7th December 1920. aa follows s

"It is unofficial, If Mr. Lloyd George m%kea any
reply; the acceptability of that reply must be d?terminﬂd by
the Irish Repuhlicah Government. Father D'Flan%gan speaks
fof the Sinn Pein political organisation on the Lpnt, and

not for the Irish Parliament or the Irish Government."

Chapter VI.

Mick Collins the "Irigh Pimpernel®,
i

' i
When Dr. Clune returned to Dublin to consult the Irish

1
leaders he begpn to feel the strain. Hie one apxiety was

_that he might be the unhappy occasion of one of them being

arrested. He was taken one day to see Désmond fitzgerald
in a house in St. Stephen's Green, ‘gcarcely haﬁ the door
opened when a lorry of “auxiliaries" pulled up, and two of
them with pistols in their hands rushed pest him.threugh the

hallway and up the stairs. But Desmpnd.Fitzgergld was

|
v
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peering ﬁhruugh'a door mnd did not weit to ask wﬁn they were

: |
after, but took to his heels through the back garden, The

‘next day another appointment wag arranged for brL Clune, who

reluctantly kept it, as the other experience convinced him

that he was now shadowed,

I have often heard the Archbishop say how d?lighted he

‘'was to meet Desmond Fitzgerald later and how he enjoyed his:

talk with him.

. |
_ i
Another incident occurred at Harold's GrossE While

_the Arehbighop and Kevin O'Higgins were discussing the

proposed conference, a young man bursi intc the #onm to warn
them that a lorry of V“Black-and-Tans" was camingidnwn the
street. Kevin O'Higgins quickly got away and.t#a people of
the houge came inﬁo the ronmﬁ%ith tea to-pretend?they were
entertaining the Archbishop. .Up and down the sireet the

i
lorry moved for about half an hour, challenging every man

that entered it. The Archbishop remairned untilithe lorry

left the street.

]

On his return to London Dr. Clune went out io Nazareth

.Hbuae. Hammeremith, to éive Dr., Mannix an acc0un$ of his

interviews and to assure him that the Irish leaders were

' |
anxious for a truce. As an example of the seri?usnass of

the situation Dr. Clune stated that for three ﬂaﬁa a
military cordon encircled Dublin and no one was éllowed in
or cut of the city without being questioned and ée&rehed._
Every effort was made to Eapture Mick Collins,. {cgmb the
city streets as thaﬁ would, raid homes in every %ector of
Dublin by day and by night, and yet they failed éo capture

Mick, the "Irish Pimpernel”,
) |

At the first interview granted to Dr. Glunagcn his
- i
return, Mr. Lloyd deorge seemed very interested ?n the Irish

leaders' terms for a conference. Throughout the interview,
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which was a lengthy one, Mr. Lloyd George constantly referred
to Collins as "Mick", and expressed many a wish'ic meet this
amaziné fellow.ﬁho continued to avoid the net st}etnhed for

} |
him by Dublin Castle. He chuckled at the military heads'

~ outbursts of anger that they could not get Miek,lwhereas

Df. Clune could see him any time. Dr. Clune's ﬁﬂpea of a
settlement were high. I remember how élated he was on

returning to the hotel,

Hie Grace had another interview with Mr. Lloyd George
cn Saturday morning, 11 December, 192ﬁ, and at ﬁiﬁ request
returned to Dublin thst night. During the Wae% he
continued hialnegotiations-with both sides and ﬁeacheﬁ an
sgreement with nuhlin Castle on the guestion of the meeting
of Dail Eireann, The Castle authorities were ﬁrepared to
admit the Irish Parliament to meet and diaéuas-ﬁhe-isaue,
with two Biceptions, Michael Collins and Richard Mulcahy,
the leaders of the Republican Army. The terms:wara referred
to the Cabinet. | This concession was rejected énd now
another condition was insistéd on - viz,, the sﬁrrenﬂer of

AI'mE .

Archbish&p Clune returned to London again 4ﬂ 18th
December. ﬁith.tha agsent of Sir John Andersoﬁ of Dublin
Gastle, Dr. Clune was to interview the frims Hiﬁiater and
persuade him to walve aside the new condition oé the
surrender of arms. He also submitted for apprébation a:
second proposal, drawn up by Arthur Griffith in: Hountjoy
Prison and ratified by Michael Collins, ccntaining the -

following terms:~ "The British Government unﬁertakEs that

during tbe ﬁruce. no raids, arrests, pursuits, ﬂurnings,
shootings, lootings, demolitions, courtsmartialior other acte
of violence will be aarrieﬂ out by its forces, and there will
be no enforcement of tha terms of the Martial Law

Proclamations. We on our gide undertake to use 2ll possible
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'means to ensure that no acts whatever of viulenn? will occur

on our side during the period of the truce, Th% British
Government, .on their part, and we on ocurs, will ;sa our
best efforts to bring about the conditions aboveimantinnad,
with the object of creating an atﬁnaphere fa??urable to the
meeting together of the reﬁreaentativea oﬂ-the I?ish people,

with a view to the bringing about of a permanent’ peace, "

on Tueaﬂﬁy morning, 2lst December, His Giac? saw the
Prime Minister at 10 Downing ﬁtréet and pressed very hard for
the waiving of the clause of the surrender of arms. His
Grace Emphasiééd the necessity of looking at theiquhatinn
from the real point of vi;w; There were two wa%s of looking
at the problem, from the militery point of view and from the
point of view of & statesman. To the military ;he guestion
geemed easy enough. It was merely a question of dealing
with some hundreds of men on the hill sides. B& force of
numbers they would quickly aurrdund them.and-thub end the
fight. Reprisals were an effective weapqn and ?herefnre

why not use them? Accordingly the military element in the

'Cabinet pressed the Prime Minister to give them another

trial and they guaranteed to puf an end to the w?r on the
hills. The Archbishop, on the other hand, aakeﬁ the Prime
Minister to see it from the broader outlook of t?e statesman,
He had to deal not merely with a small band of d@aperatu men
in Ireland. The guestion was a much larger aneL and
comprised the satlsfying of the millions of the #riah race
scattered throughout the ﬁurld. It was an issu; which
affected the Empire, and which influenced the fe}ationnhip
between thé British Government and the Uniteﬂ Et}tea of
America., His appeal was to a statesman, not to P commander-
in-chief. |
Mr. Bonar Law entered before the-interviewfconcluded,

and His Grace appealed to him to see the questiqn'in its -

broader and truer light. Mr. Bonar Law replie# that:



L3

L

f 1

-p P .

"He dﬁﬁ not think public opinion in the country ;ould approve
of a truce without the cunditiunlnf thé surrender of arﬁa.
However, he would withdraw his opposition if General

Macready and Sir John Anderson thought otherwise." The
méeting terminated cﬁ thé undnrét&ndihg that the;s gentlemen

would be communicated with.

1
¥

i
Chapter VII.

Dublin Castle has ite way - and fails.

What Dr. Clune considered as commentary ins?ired by the
Cabinet appeared in the London "Evening News", iﬂis name is
now mentioned as the negotiator, and his argumﬁnis guoted,
Heving read it he said to me: "fhis is ﬁreparing the way for
the rejection of a truce. I know what to expect;whan I next
meet Mr. Lloyd George." This was the "Bvening Néws"
commentary in their column headed: "Diary of a M%n about Town
|

of behind-the-scenes negotiation has been going on during

"phe Irish position is still undecided. A'great deal

tﬁe pﬁst twenty~four hours - more than the pﬂbli@ imagine;
but it cannot really be said that the outlook is|too bright.

confliecting interests in the Cabinet have to be reconciled.

"The position is this: Archbishop Clune, the Roman
Catholic prelate from Australia who has been acting as
intermediary between the Government and the eztr?me ginn -

Feiners, has had a long interview. with the Prime, Minister.

The terms of an armistice have been drawn up, ané would be

agreed upon were it not for two outstanding points:
' i

4

(1) The Government demand that all the rebgls should

lay down their arms, : |

"(2) The éinn Feiners demand that @ﬁe grmis}iea should

include everybody. é

"o the first point the Archbishop made repiy that such
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"a condition was impossible. . Theré are ouflying districts:.
of Ireland which not even the extreme Sinn Feine?s Can

control, and the Archbilshop asked the Prime'Mini%ter: Were
you able to compel all the Germans to lay down tﬁeir arms at
the moment of the armistice? | ;

3

™Miith regard to the second point, the Gnver;mant'at
present assert that nﬁ amnesty can be'gfantad tnEfour named
leaders of Sinn Pein, Archbishop Clune, in repﬁy, guoted
the case of South Africa, and pointed out that E?tha and
De Wett were not excluded from the general ammesty when

formal peace negotiations were begun, !

"I understand that Mr. Lloyd George agreed ihat there
was some resason in the Archbishop's line of argumant' and he
hinted that Mr. Bonar Law was in substantial agreement with

him. . ;
|

"There is one other factor. The military are
aati;fiad that genuine progress has been made in putting
down lawlessness - both Sinn Pein and military -Fanﬂ they
are averse from the Government accepting aonditigns tpat mnf
geem weak and ylelding." 5

On Christmas Eve, Mr. Davies, a secretary of Mr. Lloyd
George, reng up His Grace and informed him that as.no further
progress had been made to waive aside the aqndit?an of the
surrender of arms, the Prime Minister would not encroach
furthér on his time. His Grace then ccncluded;that the
nagatiatians wére at an end. However, later tﬂat day, Mr.
Philip EKerr, the private secretary oI the Prlmalminister,
called and had a long discuseion over the quest%pn of the
surrender of arms. The analogy of the Boers in South
Africa was quoted, but His Grace replied that tﬁe condition

was never pressed and that the Boers did not sugrenaer their

armg. The next morning's post broughi a lettef from the
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Prime Minister requeéting His Grace to remain 1ﬁ London

until the following Thursday as & special meeting, not only
. i
of the Cabinet but of Irish Officials, was summﬁneﬁ.

On the 28th of Decenmber Mr, Philip Kerr cailed.again
and His Grace gave him a written statement contéining his

| .
proposals for a New Year's truce. Thgy were as follows:

{1)- Cessation of hostilities - acts of aggressihn and
activities on both sides for the pericd of bne month

l
in order to create a peaceful atmosphere. .
' |

' [ ]
(2) The meeting of Dail Eireann to discuss among themselves
or with plenipotentiaries of the Government the final

settlement of the Irieh Question,

The cabinﬂﬁ meeting took place cnﬂWednes&ayF éSth
December at 4 p.m., but Cabinet refused to accept the terms.
Thus ended the negotiations. Mr. Lloyd Genrgeléontgyed to
ﬂia Grace, through his secretary, Mr. Philip Ker}, his warm
appreaiation-nﬁ what he had done to endeavour toésettle the
Irish Questién. He thanked him especlally in giving him
new light on the subject, which 'enabled him ﬁo e?timate the
men in Ireland in their real character. His.ﬁrﬁce's
description of those leaders in Ireland had diaiiluainneﬂ
him of the idea that they were a band of assassihs thirsting
for blood. :

|
Hie Grace conveyed to the Prime Hinisﬁer, thrcpgh his

gecretary, thet he believed the cahinat would yet regret
|

their decision in not accepting hia terme. He warned them

that they were 1iving in a fool's paradise in hnping that

they would crush the people and frighten them. -His warning

is now history.. S |

Six munths later peace negotiations began again. The

official instructlana issued by the Gavernment mnre than
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conceded all that Archbishop Clune aﬁkeﬁ in December 1920,
Had his proposale been accepted then, Ireland_woﬁld have
been gpared all the bloodshed, misery, and harﬂﬂhipﬂ that it
suffered from December to Juiyl The marked change of tone .
under which the concluding stages of tna'negntia%iuns were
conducted made i1t clear to His Grace that there was some
influence working against his efforts. This counter-force
expressed itself by insisting on the surrender of arms.
Failing tﬁ secure & truce on their own terms, thése few
members of the Cabinet forced the Government to Fontinue .
their campaign of force. The terror begsn once:mwre with
redoubled energy and brutality but it failed to bring the
people to thelr lkmnees. The campalgn of terror ?éaaed on
Monday, 11th July 1921. The Government then realised the
truth of Archbishop Clune's warning. The penpl§ were not
frightened; they aid not appeal for peace at an& price. If
the peace negotiations failed in Da&gmber'1920, }he Irish
leaders were not to blame. They did not then ﬂ?mand

anything unreasonable; the withdrawal of the tr@qpa wag not

‘mentioned, no, not even the "Black-and-Tan" forces. ' The

Irish leaders conceded many things in their desire for a

truce.

Chapter VilII.

Lloyd George played Politics.
|
Bishop Fogarty's comment on the final breakdown of the

Decenber 1920 negotiastions to me as we sat by his fire that

January night in 1936 was as follows: :

. * "Lloyd George weakened at the prospect of a:split_in
the Cabinet, and itis prdbdbie effect on the country. He
played politics by & allowing the minority to haveults way,

and thus sanctioned a more intensive campaign nf.terrar in
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"'reland. The military clique assured him th&t~tﬁey would
finish off the rebels within a month. A month was granted
to them, allowing them a free hand, but at the end of the
month the rebels still lived, s0 bagk to Lloyd Ggarge they

came for an extension of the campaign for anotheﬁ month, and

back agdin until six months of armed atrocities ﬁare

inflicted upon the Irish people. The terms of aisettlém&nﬁ up
the Irish question then proposed were not as genérnua a form
of freedom as those granted under the Irish Freeiﬂtata, but
in December 1920 they would have been gladly accépted, and

if sccepted, there would have been no civil war. ' The Irigh
people in December 1920 were very tired of the Black-and-Tan

reign of terror and a peace proposal would have been welcome,

'"When the truce did come, six months 1ater,;th¢ people

were not broken, nor were the armed men aﬁbﬂued.l England

offered peace not because it had the country guiet, but
because official opinion in U,.S.A. was hardsning; and already
showing signs of hostility to Britlsh interests.: American

feeling was aroused and British finances were sufraring.“

On leaving, Bishop Fogarty gave ﬁe Archbishop Clune's
letter to him from London, with permission to puﬁlish it.

{(Archbishop Clune to Bishop chartgl- i

Jermyn Gourt Hotel,
London, I '

New Year's Day, 1921.

My Lord, ‘ 5

You have heard, I daresay, that I broke off negotiations
on the morning of Christmas Eve and'that in the afternoon
the Prime Hiniater‘s Secretary wag here begging me not to
leave town till the New Year, as Cabinet was to uonsidar
the whole guestion, and important ﬂavelupmenta méghﬁ take
place., He came agaln last Tuesday evening and %nok back

with him & memo of the points of the truce. Or. Wednesday
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afternoon there was & loﬁg Cabinet meeting and another on
Thursday, at which General Macready, Lord French? and ﬁevera;
others were present. The secretary rang me.up én Thursday
morning to inform me that he would call that nigﬁt late or
Friday (yesterday) morning. He came at 11,30 a;m. yesterday,
and here is a summary of hls oral communicationa; That
bahiﬁet ete. had given long and careful conaider%ticn to oy
proposalas: that the proposed truce gave no affeétive
guarantee for a permanent settlemant{ that conaéquently the
Government had come to the conclusion that it was better to
gee the thing through as was done in the Americaﬁ and South
Africen wars unless meanwhile the Sinn Feiners sérbanﬂar
their arms and ﬁublicly announce the abanﬁanm&nt;nf violent
messures: that the Government felt sanguine that the new
Home Rule Bill when atudied and understocd.ﬂoulﬂihe worked,
in fact they felt sanguine that within six months all would
be working in harmony for Ireland, etc., etc, ﬁe then

added a few gracious personal complimanté from the FPrime

Minister. My first comment was that I felt sure the Holy
|

 Ghost had nothing to do with such a decision which sent him

off exploding with laughter. What is the éuurch of this
strange optimism about all classes working the Hbms Rule
Bi11 in harmony within a few months, I can't make out.
(Greenwood repeats it in a speech gquoted in tﬂhd;x's paper),

unless it is a deduction from the whining across the water.
. I

IThiB Government determination to carry on tﬁs puliér of
frightfulness to the bitter end may be bluff. I think it
is not, and hence I believe that the position needs further
reconsideration in the light of this canaideredédeclaration
of policy on their part. Th;;secretary incidentally
mentioned that from my conversations the Primg ﬂinister had
a higher idea of the gunmen: that there eould.ﬁe no
humiliation befﬁre the world in yielding to vaaﬁlr puperior

forces: that the Home Rule Act can be worked for Ireland,
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not for England, and that through the working of:it
ﬁractically every English official could be sentinut of
Ireland in 'a few months, etec., etec. The point ;-am coming -
to is: Ought our grand boys allow themselves toihe
butchered to make a Saxon ﬁpliﬂay? Ought they nét rely on
paseive resistance? However, I suppose the ad?e#t of

De Valera to Ireland will quickly solve these guéations.

Though 1 am naturally sorry that my miasinn:has not
been successful, in another sense I am glad it héa ended.
I was beginning to feel the strain, It has done good, I
think, indirectly. It has narrowed down the issues, and
incidentally it has saved Your Lﬂrﬂéhip's life and All

Hallows College from military occupation.

My programme is now to leave for the contin?nt as soon
as Father ﬁuuahon joins me,and to catch the boat'at Naples on
the 24th. I feel sure you need have no further;apprehenﬁinn
ébout yourselfl. They have given me assurances #hat all

neaéasary measures would be taken to safeguard your life.
Wishing Your Lordship a full measure of New Year graces

and joys. I remain, with grateful memories of your kindness.

Yours very sincerely in Xt.

P. J. Clune
Archbishop of Perth.

Chapter IX.

vohe Cream of their Race."

I remember the morning we left the Jermyn Court Hotel,
The licensee attended both our Masses in the eiéuisita little
oratory uﬁstaira. Thﬂﬁ we had breakfast with him. After
breakfast he asked the Archbishop to come to his office as
he had something to say to him. ‘ The Arnhhiahﬁ? gladly

acceded, and on his way he convineced himself that a
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considerable portion ot the hotel bill would be gancclled.
Earller in the negotiations the Arehbishop told @im about his
mission. The 0ld man was 80 pleased that hé pramiaed to
cancel the bill if a truce came. Well, thoughtithe
Archbishop as he descended in the 1ift, it was ai?ﬂﬂt a

success, and, surely, the 0ld man will be generoﬁs.

The licensee welcomed Dr. Clune to his office, locked
the door, drew down the window blinds, and then %ent on his

kneeg, looking very pilous: L

"your Grace, before you leave the hotel, give me a very
special blessing”. The Archbishop did so0. Thé_old man
rose to his feet. The Archbishop lingered, hoping, but all
that eventuated was a'cigar, which came to me lafer; The
Archbishop returned to his room where 1 was yaak%ng his
cagses; he was chuckling to himself at the fall the old man
gave him, 'He told me the story with obvious glée at hie

own expense, and concluded with: ,

"The pious old humbug! Surely I had every reason to

expect something after such a solemn ceremony. But a native

_'shrewdﬂeaa did not desert.the old man. . No, his Qromisc Wa S

for a truce, and I did not get the truce. But a}l that fuss
for a blessiﬁg, when already that mgrﬁing he atténﬁeﬁ my
Mass,. Thank heaven I can enjoy the funny side éf the
situation.” And his infeectious laugh filled th% 1OONL,

We arrived in Paris in the first week of Ja%uarw 1921.
Here let me tell an experience where examiqatiangstandard
French broﬁght me some embarrassment. It happehed at the
official luncheon given to Archbishop Clune at the Grand
Hotel by Mr. Sean T. O0'Kelly (now President of ﬁ?re}, the.
resident envoy of the Dail (the Irish Parliamantéwhich sat
in secret) in Paris. It was a great event to m%, to see

the representatives of the Continental press, listening to

the Archbishop tell the true story of what was aFtually
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happening in Ireland, snd then to hear their eager
queationiné of him, Through the interviews released to

the prees of Europe by that.lunchenn. Irelandﬁé ?auae Was
greatly benefited. From Europe these facts were written up
in fhﬂ press of the United States, and.fhere heéan a wave

of eriticigm of English rule in Ireland, which #ithin gix
months compelled the English Cabinet to offer pe#cs terms
resulting in the Irish Pree State of 1921.

At the luncheon I was seated beside Mra. ﬂ*kelly, who
before her marriage was Hisé Mary Kate Ryan, a 1bmturer 1n
French at University College, Dublin. She remaﬁbered me as
one of her students, and introduced me as sﬁch tﬁ several of
the Prench presamsn,lwho poured svalenches ﬂf Frﬁnch on me
at such & terrific pace that I 4id not undsratanﬁ.ﬂhat they
were sayinge. 80 I hid benind a smiling face, aﬁ& a speries
of gentle: "Ouil! 0Quil" But it really preventhd me doing

justice to the excellent French cooking.

We lingered on after the‘guests had departed, and
Mrs. O'Kelly relented by speaking English to me, assuring me
that T knew enough about the language, but had not enough

practice in speaking it.

Then Mr. Sean T. 0'Kelly called the head waitér and
asked for: "L'addition". His prnnuncia?ion ﬁffthat word
rings in my ears yet. -Returning to our hotel, Poth the
Archbishop and I practised saying "L'addition" ag we heard
Mr. O'Kelly sing it, yéﬁ, for sing it he did wit? impreasive
intsnaticn. Until I caught the boat at Naples some weeks
laier, "'addition" became my great stand-by, infcabs, store:

and hotels.: . . ;

There were peveral young Irishmen at the luncheon, some

associated with Mr. 0'Kelly, and others doing a ?imilar

gservice to Ireland in other parts of the anntipept. To
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hear their excellent ﬁrench, with all. the cclour; emphasis,
and gesticulation of the French newspaper men pr%sant, I was
amazZed at first, and then very proud éf my ccuntﬁymzn. Such
a situation had never occurred to me while I livé& in Ireland.
They cértainly were very creditable représentatiyea of what
the English press called "a band of assassins'. I

The next morning, llth January 1921, thé papers
featured the luncheon and Dr. Clune's interview,!making

s i
headlines of the following: :

"What do you think of the Sinn Feinerst"

"] admire their courage't, replieﬂ.ﬁrchbishcb Clune.

- "During the negotiations, when my taxi would siop before the

nouse where I was to meet one of the leaders, I ﬁaa exposing
him to certain death. = Yet I never saw one of them tremble.
When Lloyd George, the Prime iinister, in myrpreéenﬂe, apoke
of them as 'assassins' 'l corrected him, saying: E"NO, 8ir,

not assassina but the cream of their race'',

That phrase, "the cream of their race", spoken in Paris
on 10th January 1921, circled the globe, ani'plaﬁed an
important part in bringing sbout the Peace Conference of

July 1921, from which the Irish Free State emergéd.
|
On my arrival at Freemantle on the "ﬂsterley" on 17th
February 1921, the first greeting I received was this from

one of the priests on the wharf:

"That was a grand phrase His Grace used in Paris: 'Not~

assagsins but the cream of their race’. It certainly muat

have pieaseﬁ Mick Collins and his boys on the hills".

Chapter X.

|
A Memorable Audience with the Fope. |

Qur way to Rome was a rare delight to me, seeing for

the first time the Campo Sancto of Genoa, St. Mark's at
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Venice, Milan's Cathedral and the art treasures Ef Florence,
We entered the eternal cilty &t night and drove tg the
Redemptorist anastery, on the Via Heruléha, whe%e we stayed.
The next mﬁrning I was privileged to say Mass at;the shrine
of Our Lady of Perpetual Succour. A young clergc, well
over six feet, served my Hasa, and in thanking him
afterwards I addraaséd him as Monsignor, for he ﬁaﬂ purple
edges to his soutane. He replied: "You're welgﬂme", in
an American accent. I was Burprised at one s0 %oung-
looking wearing purple,'but reassured myself tha? auch'thingm
are poegible in Rome. Later at breakfast I tol? Father
Murray, the Father General of the Redemptarista,;hnw
impressed I was by the humility of the young Monéignor who
served my Mass. He laughed heartily at my wofﬁg, and gave
the table the story. It seems that my prelate ﬂas not even
in major orders. He was a student from the Ams?ican
Cﬂilege, wearing his college soutane and, at thefmomant, was
making a private retreat at the Monastery.l E

At supper that evening in the Monastery I shw a

1iving pageant of the Gatﬁalicity of the Church ;n the
Redemptorists representing the many provinﬂes of:their

order at the mother house.

The following day the Archbishop, with Father Murray
as interpreter, and-lI set out rﬁr the Vatican in:a four-
wheeled cab drawn by two horses. Off we clattered over
the cobble-stones and I all eyes to see both aid%a of fhe
streets. On entering the Vatican I was immgaiaiely
impreasea-by the towering Swiss Guards, who cli¢ked their
heels and grounded their nelberds as the Archhis?ﬂp passed
through the rooms until we reached the ante—ahamﬁert where
the noble guard received us, and ushered the Archbiahcp and

Father Murray into the presence of the Holy Fathgr.

There in the ante-chanber I sat for forty-five minutes
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until & Monslignor came for me. As I was ushered into the
room I had & fleeting glimpse of a little figura!in white
standing between the Archbishop and Father Murra}, who is
alsc a tall man. Down on both knees I went aﬁdéthere I
remained, for ages it seemed to me, not daring t; look up
until I was bidden, The Holy Father, Pope Bene%ict XV,
had a jewelled shoe. A5 I looked at it, faacin;ted, back
flashed a memory of someone who had told me of his_kissing

the Pope's toe. Without thinking I automatical;y bent my

head to kiss the jewelled shoe. I had almost reached it

when the Pope withdrew his foot. . Once again it was within
reach, and I bent to kiss it, but the Pope withdrew his foot
to the accompanimant of a chuckle, and on lﬁﬂking up I

found Hig Holiness laughing with the others. He had been
naving a joke with me. The first audience with;the Pope is
an extraordinary experience. One seems lifted ;p from the
earth to share in a slight degree the feeling ofiexhaltaticn
which drew from the Apostles on the Mount‘of Trahafiguration:
"Lord, it is good for us to be here", as if to s;y, let us
stay here, for earth camnnot give ua-what we have' felt here.

I 4id not wish to talk to anyone that day, for ab mich had
happened to me in ;haf audience chamber that 1 wﬁa too bhusy
with my own thoughts, and desired no intarruptich. To see

and hear the Viecar of Christ on earih tor inhe first time is
|

L}
I

a memorable day for a Catholic priest.

The Archbishop was very gratified with the reception
Pope Benedict XV- gave him, and the attentive hea?ing he |
féceived. This audience was of invaluable serv}ce to the
cause of Ireland, & service far-reaching in its ?ffects,
not merely on those living in Ireland, but on the Irish
sympathisers in the new world. To have had thé
opportunity of placing the stark realities of the gituation

in Ireland before the Holy Fether at such & criticgl moment

repaid Dr. Clune in full for the strain of the truce
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negotiations. And Ireland must never forget Ar&hhishop

Clune for his devotion to his homeland in her ho?r of need.

Archbishop Clune realised the situation in %ome before
and during his intervigw with the Pﬁpe. Englisp influence
wag pressing fcr a decree against the Irish “rebéla"; and
Gardinal Merry del Val was their instrument. The only
account which reached the Pope came through English gources,
and wery naturally the ?atican looked upon the "pebela" as
a2 lawless band in arms against the de facto guve%nment.
What convinced the Pope was the Archbishop's eye%witneas
account of the.burning of Miitnwn-ﬂﬁlbay, Lahinéé and
Enniatémnn, and the shooting of several men theré. To
that I added my own experience the night before I left my
own home in Ennis. The Black and Tans raideﬂ.m& home at
2 o'Connell Square and dragged me out into the s%reét, and
what wéuld have happened then, Heaven knows, hadinut my
nother followed them down thé stairé and elung oﬁ to me,
despite their efforts to shake her off. ThE'Taﬁa were
drunk, demanded money, which she gave them, and éatisfieﬂ
their anger by kicking me around the street. The Pope wes
obviously moved by this recital and gave me & reiic of" the

True Cross, which I still have. . N

The next dsy Cardinal Merry del Val called Bn the
5rchblsh0p in a very frienﬂly'mnod, to make up far his cnull
reception earlier. The Archhlshnp believed that his visit
was a command. What might have happened had WEEnOt had
that interview and audience, which lasted over aﬁ hour and
which convinced the Pope of the real facts in Iréland. it is

dreadful to imsgine,

. .,
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BIOGRAPHICAL NOTES.

Archbishop Clune:

Patrick Joseph Clune was born on a ?armlneér the
village of Ruan, County Glara; Eire, on 6th Janiary, 1&6&.
He was educated at the Ruan National School undér its famous
teacher, Hugh Br;dy. From the Diocegan Semina%y at Ennis,
he went to the Missionary College of A1l Hallows, in Dublin,
where he was ordained a priest for the Diocese Qf Guulburﬁ
on 24th June 1886, at the early age of twenty—téo. A

- )
class-mate was the late Cardinal Glennon, Archbishop of

St. Louis, who died in Dublin in 1946, on his raﬁurn from

Rome where he was created Cardinal.

For seven years (1886-~1893) Father Clune worked as a

secular priest in Goulburn, teaching at St. Patrﬁek's

.College under the great classical scholar, Rev. Dr, John

Gallagher, who became the third Bishop of Goulburn in 1910.
Later, Father Clune became Adminigstrator of the Cathedral,

" In 1893 Father Clune entered the Redemptoriﬁt
novitiate at Bishop Eaton, near Liverpocol. For eighteen
years (1893-1911) as a Redemptorist missionary the name of

Faether Clune drew great congregations into the céthedrals

and parish churches of the old lands and the new. Since

his coming to Australia in 189S uniil his consecration as
Bishop in 1911, Father Clune has been recognised, as the
' |
most eloquent preacher and one of the most successaful
k

missionary priests among the Redemptorists.

In 1911, he was consecrated the fourth Biahﬁp of Perth
by carpinal Moran. In 1913, he was named Perth:s first
Archbishop. Por twenty-four years (1911-1935) Dr. Clune
ruled over the destinies of the Ferth Archdiocea% with zZeal

and vision. !
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In 1916, he went overseas as Chaplain-General to the

Catholic members of the A.I.F. He vigited the %ﬁstralian

Forces at their sector on the Belgian front, at fheir
encampment in Egypt, on Salisbury Plain, and wherever their
military hospitals were situated.

In December 1920, he acted as negotiator heﬁwecn the
l

]
I

Britiah Cabinet and the Irish leaders.

In 1930, he opened the completed sanctuary ?f 8t. Mery's
Cathedral, which remains hie memorial in the Wes%. on
Sunday, October 22nd, 1933, he received as coadjétor the
Most Rev. Dr., Prendiville. On 24th May, 1935, %e died &t
St. John of dGod Hcspital,'ﬂubiaco.. He has been acclaimed

as the best occasional orator among the Auatralién hierarchy.

- Speaking atr his funeral, the late ﬂrehﬁishop Kiliian of

Adelaide declared him to have been "the best loved member of

the Episcopate in Australia,
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