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Statement by Peadar Bracken .

Gormac Road, Tullamore.

Nons of'my piﬁdeceﬁsnrs, either on my fa%har's or
mother's side, yad ever anything to do with.t%E'British
Army. it was a study of the history of my eéuntry—and the
ﬂtoriesttold to me by the old penpie that gﬂvﬁlmm & national
cutlook. I was attending sehnol when the Gaelic League
started lnﬁally, and,although still a Euhnel-hcy, joined.

: I later joined the local branch of the Gumann.pa nGael.

This was known as the William Rooney Branch. This

organisation was really a cover for the I.R.ﬁ.l
sworn into the I.R.B.IbrIWIlliam Kennedy who wés a '67 man.
Kennedy was & native of Edenderry and carried én a

monumental business in Tullamore. This was, ﬁ thiok, about

1904. I was then barely eighteen years old. !
: ;

William Kennedy was the centre of our circﬁe and
amongst the members were Jﬁseph_nunnﬂ, James Fiﬁlay,
Patrick MﬁLcuéhlin, Thomas Graham, Patrick D‘Brien, ﬁdwarﬂ
Ganfoy, John Dunne, James Morrissey, Michael Sléttery,
Joseph Wrafter and Patriuklcleary‘ I took ths;uatﬁ of the
I.R.B._on Joining and paid a subscoription of one shilling,
T ﬁhink, Per month towards the pﬁré#&sa of armﬂ.é Meetings
of the éirule were held periodically in mamhersféhuusas,

There was no military training done and we had no arms.

In 1906, I moved to Stradbally and there waiestablishad
a branch of Sinn Fein. We did not start an I.R.B. cirecle
there. In 1910 I went to Australia. T had no ﬂonnantinn
with any Irish movement out_th&re except that we forms& a

Young Ireland Social Class, When the Irish ?bluntaers was

fstartea

———
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started in Ifelanﬁ I aulleataﬂ_twantr-twaﬂor twenty-
three pounds which I brought bome with me 'and handed

over %o Jeamus O'Coannor.

I yeturned from ﬂuqtralia, I think, i; lqte
Septamﬁar 1914 and after a week in Dublin i returned to -
Tullamore. The split in the Volunteers had not taken
place as yet but was in thé air. I jaineé the
Volunteers on arrival in Tullamore. The fallnwing
Sunday on parade a vote was takep to decide whether the
Volunteers should follow Redmond or stand yy the old
‘EIEGuti?B. The committee, by & small mhjérity, decided
to stand by the old Executive but the greater portion of
the Volunteers followed Redmond. We succepded in
retaining the arms. Our strength would be about half
Company, say about fifty. As far es I can:rememhar we
had .two Lee Enfield Rifles, service pé.tt.arni.l Mark Ll.
There were about 600 rounds for these rifle%. Ve aléo L

had nine or ten revolvers of different ‘l;ype.:.'?-, mpostly
.32 There were about 200 Tounds for the revolvers.
Later we obtained two Mauser Rifles with ah&ut 200 rounds
.There were seven Martini Henry Rifles and aﬁnut ten shot
§guns of the bolt section type and about 100 qunds for

each. - i

Immediately after the ?ota_rafarréd to ;bave, we
st about radrganising our force. I was ap?nintad'
Company Captain. (By this time the I.R.B. éirnle had
practically dwindled out of existence). éegmus
Bremnan was appolnted Flrst Lieutenant. Waicnntinua&
our training and parades. We had a drill iﬂs;ruatnr,

. /an
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an ex-British H%éiqe. The National or Raémond
Volunteers may be said to be non-existent from this
time. I attended lectures in Dﬁhlin'gi?eé by James
Connclly on street fighting and by MnDonag% for cther
tactics.  About August 1915, Seamus Brennén.and I
_attended the Training qgmp at the Galtees inder "Gipger

0'Connell”. This was for one week. N
The strength of the Iriah.?blunteafa i£ Tullamore
.had now increased. We had a strong seutiah in
Tyrells-Pass and a strong party in Athlana.; Priof to
1916, ‘we had organised into a Brigade Area.| The
organlsation of the Brigade area was never.énr coursge,
uamjleted prior to the Rebellion. We sucaéeded in
buying a couple of Mark lll. Lee Enfield Riil':‘las of
soldiers of the British Army and also secur§d~soma
explosives - gellignlte with detonators and %uzaa. This

was about October 1915. ?

In the fall of 1915 I.w&a called to Duﬁlin by

Pearse to St. Eﬁﬁa's. It was then I was maha aware that
it was intended to have a ﬁising so&n. Paa%sa arranged
a signal or code with me. As I was a EGUIPFOI, it was
arrgngn& that he would put en advertisement in thelpapers
for a mobument. On recelipt of this signal i was to
mobilise the Vﬁluntaars in the area and to hélﬂ the line
of the Shannon occupying Shannon Bridge and Shannon
Farbour, and to connect with the Galway Volunteers under
Msllowes. I estimated the stremgth of the éﬁemy in the
area to be about 150 R.I.C. and a'Battery;cf Qrtillary 1
‘stationed in Athlone Barracks. At this meeting with

Pearse I was appointed Officer Commahding ths}ﬁraa._
' Jon
|

|
]
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_On Monday, March 20th., 1916, the Sina ﬁgoms
in Tullamore were attacked by a mﬁb of ci#ilians
supported by the R.I.C. The civillans w%re_mnatly
wives and hangerthn of the British Ar@g~i The Tooms
at the time were cccupied by#bnly fiva_orgsix'#ﬁlunt&ers
who were engaged on checking a calleutiun{ma&a by the
Cumenn na mBan at a G.A.A. match on the hﬁevious day.-
. Volunteer Joe Wrafter and I left the Rocmé after some
little time and escorted home the.memhars%of the
Cumann na mBan who were present. While iuing so and on
our ﬁhy bhack we were supjéated to the attécks of the
hostile crﬁwﬂ. No attempt was made by ﬁﬁa R.I.Ce to
afford us the least protection. The rooms were stoned
and the gléss smashed in the windows. ;

I fired a shot through the window over the heads
of the mﬁh'gnﬁ iater on when an attampt'wa; made to rush
the étairwag I fired a second shot which h%ﬁ the affect
of quietening 1I:.he crowd for a while. A s%ampede from
ths,stﬁirs to the street took place and we?managed to
close and secure the door. ' I instructed ?hﬁ Volunteers
present to make a fight for it, as I expecéad the R.I.C.

tock a8 hand. : .

1
L

I had scarcely finished when a loud kﬁanking at
the door took place and on copening it,thérq came in
District Inspector Fitzgerald and Head Consitable Stuart
of the R.I.C. When a lull in the attack Lame we
were ordered bg the Distriet Inspector to "?all in".

I informed him that Volunteers would "fall in" only
when their own officers so orderad them. ! County
Inspector Crane and Sergeant Aherne now cam% on the

scene, and the County Inspector asked if a search for

/arms
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arms had been Illal.de‘ I informed him there v{mf.lc‘i be no
such searcﬁ. The District Inspector moved %qrnsa to the
County Inspeoﬁcr {who was standiﬁg:a yard fr?m me)} and
whispered to him. I understood the whisperépo be that I
was the man who had the revolvers at the Geashill cattle
drive in 1914. Immediately the County Inspector made a
jump for me.I.drew & revolver and fired. TLﬂ revolver
was knocked low and the shot passed between ?hﬂ County
InSPBGtgf‘a iegs. As T stepped back I was %rippeﬁ by a
form and fell. Before I could get on my féét Sergeant
Ahefne and the County Inspe ctor held me down.: I fired
three shots at them. ' The County Inspectér ﬁas not hit, _
the three bullets going into ﬂherna*% arm. & managed tﬂ.
get from under, the auuffle and a8 I tried to ?iaa the Head
Constable, who was standing over me, aimed a ?lnw at my
head qith & stick. I warded off the blow with my left
arm and aimed at his body with the revolver. E Thﬂ weapon
proved to be empty. Hi's blow glaneei of Tt myihaad and
partially stunned me. As he raised the aticé to strike

agein T struck him on the face with the emptyigun.

Léoiing round to see if the Volunteers h#d got clear
I saw nobody except SBrgegnt Hﬁﬁphries and cénstable
Laﬁcaater with drawn-batons on guard at tﬁa duﬁf, As T
had no cartridge left for the gun I selzed a g%ick to
clear myself a passage autluf the rooms, but if proved to
be nniy a light one. I made for the'door with Eha
revolver in my hand and was going down the staircasa when
Constable Lancaster struck mﬂ.aﬁ_the back of tﬁe head with
his baton. I fell on the landing. ﬁacovariﬁg Ly gun,
which had fallen from my grasp, I espaped to £ﬁe street

where I was again knocked down end kicked by tﬂs’mﬂh.

1
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I mal.lagﬂfﬂ to get clear and in Chapel S#il.‘-raat. I met
Volunteer Sean Barry and gave him my gun as'I expected tni.
be taken by the R,I.C. and did not wish to iose the gun.

) Leaving Barry, I went to the house of ?blunﬂea; Roddy
Molloy, in Emmet Terrace, from whom I got a ihat'and had my

head at-tenﬁad to a3 T was bleeding prnfusely':.

From Molloy's I went to Jchnlcocnap‘g hbuse at Arden
and after ra day I went on to Owen Wynne's atl.
Ballykeenagnan, Rahan. This man got me rlx'*iﬂl:ren by'his
v;nrkman in a horse and trap to. lcCormack's at Drumraney,
County Westmeath. During the weeks following I paid a

few visite to Tullamore about arms, etec.

.About two weeks before the Rising - I welils still at
McCormack's - I received a dispateh from Paa_z?aé which was
carried by Williuﬁ Stalnes. This simply stated that I
was to expect a further despatch later. On ;Holy
Thureday Joe McGuinness arrived with a rurths% despatoh
from Pearse. This stated that the Risiné woPl& take place
at 7 p.m. on Easter Sunday and I was to carrr{cﬁt ny
instructions. ) 1
That night I held & meeting of the officérs of the
- Athlone Brigade area at Mccnrmacl:‘s; qumrgnaf, Land made
arrangements for the Rising vhicp was to taksiplaca an
Egster Sunday, April 23rd., 1916, at 7 p.m. I remeined
in Dyumraney until Good Frif,lla:f mnrrﬁng. " From there
Seamus Brennan and I set out for Tullemore to %nbilize the

Volunteers for the FRising. |

The strength of the Volunteers in the area on the eve

. /Athlone

of the Rising was as follows =
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Athlone Company, about 100 men including officers,
. .

among whom were the late Sean Hurley and the late Peadar
Malinn. Tullamore Company - about 100 men and officers.
The officers were myself as acting 0.C,, Séamus Brennan .
(First Lieutensant) and the late Joseph Wr&éter {Second
Lieutenant)}. Tyrrellspass Section - eighteen men with

;

Thomas Malone as Officer Commanding. |
: |

|
The strength of the enemy forces in the area I
estimated as 150 R.I.C. and & battery of Aftillery in

Athlone.

|
.

The Rising was called off on Easter Sunday about
£.15 p.m. when I receivsd the cnuﬂﬁarmanﬂing order at
Tullemore from Eoin MacNeill per Liem O'Briemn. I
travelled to Dublin with O'Brien on Baster éuﬂday night
to ascertain what the situation was, I st%yed with the
Kimmage garrison that night. On Easter Monday . morning
I went with the Ximmage garrlson to Liberty 'Hall,
arriving there abeut 10.30 a.m. GaurgaEPlunkett wea.

in charge of the Kimmage party. He was suﬁse@uantly i
| d

transferred to the G.H.Q. staff.

I had an interview with Pearse relevant to getting
back to Offaly to call out the Volunteers inithat area
for the Rising. Pearse said ha wanted me h%re and sent
me over to James Connolly, who handed me my écmmissicn
as Captain, with instructions tﬁ take over hélf of the
Kimmaga Garrison, and typed orders to ocuupy{ﬁelly's-
gunpowder shop and Hopkins and Hopkins, aomm%nding
0'Connell Bridge area. I arrived at my all&tfed posts
about 11.50 a.m, with my half Company. Se%&ué Robinson

/was
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was my secnnd.in command . At 11.55 a.m.lthe Lancers
came along the Quay from ths North Wall dirﬂcticn.

Prior to this I had a vnluntear postad an|the Bridge
with orders to allow no one to pass from éith&r glde of
the Bridge. As the Lancers came towarﬂsius, I ordered
my men to take advantage of any cover thailt could be
availed of in case any incident happened éo_causa firing.
(See my ietter to the Editnr,"sundar Indeﬁendent“ in

"Sunday Independent” dated May 29th., 1949).
1

‘At 12 noon I sent Seamus Robinson toukccupy
Hopkins & Hopkins with his section which w;é half of our
force. I occupied Kelly's gunpowder shm;iwitn the
other half. After I inspected the pusiti%n, we
barricaded the ground floor and oc¢cupied the first
storey. From there I got each house linkéd up by
boring through the walls (with crowbars gof on the south
side of the Bridge from a dnrporation maﬂ)i zigzagging
in each room to save us from an enfilade fire if any
house was occupied by the enemy. I orderéd all vessels
to be filled with water in each room from ﬁally’s to
Middle Abbey Street in case water was dut JTf.
Looting was going on during . the evening, &éd I held.up
several looters from the windows, and compelled them to

abandon what they were thkiﬁg. t

.Un Tuesday I got a supply of .32 ammu;itinn for my
revolver which I badly needed. _ We also ch some gun-
pnﬁﬁ&r which we utilised in makine hanﬂ—greﬁédes.

This day we also got a supply of grenades r%om G.H.Q.

fle continued the work of linking up the huu%as by boring
through the walls. There was an interchanga of sniping
during the day with Trinity College. At about 11.50 a.m

I
| Jour
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our garrison was reinforped by the arrival of five men
from the Flagal Battalion, all arrived wa;ring uniform.
Some time in the evening a man, coming frcm the directlon
of Liberty Hall towards Butt Bridge, was spmt dead by

the enemy, The spiping of Tr1n1t§ Gollegé continued.

On Wednesday, the gunboat, "Helga", a%ma up the
Liffey and opened fire on Liberty Hall by shelling. the
building. I opened fire on members of th% crew who
were exposing themselves on her dgcks, whiéh had the
effect of making them take cover. Later an the "Helga”
pulled in at the Custom House and some men dashed out of
her for the bullding. They also came under my fire
which scattered them. 4 blind man was shot-dead by the
enemy at the foot of the G‘Gonnsll Monument (south side)
while crossing the street. Some enemy occupied  the
Irish Independent Office, D'(Qlier Street. gﬂﬁe expoged
himself g liﬁtla at a Eide door whom I ﬁcinﬁed autlto my
comrades. I told them not tn move a trigg&r until he
came outside and to leave him to me. He cqme out on the
path and I dropped him. Another showed upapnd I allowed
bim to pull in the casualty.. In a faw_secuﬁ@atha
reached out with his rifle to fish in the omb on the
path. While doing so, he exposed his afm aﬁd gide, and
I let him bhave one which caused his cap 'to bnunﬂ cut to
the street. |

_ From then on we came under machina gun rire from
“Indepandant House", _(This was ahout 11.30 a.m.] from
which we had narrow escapes. Some time abﬂuL 2.30 p.m.
or thereabouts a big gun was in place outside: Trinity

Gollagﬁ and 1t started sending shells into us baginning

Jwith
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with the top storey. This fire cleared nLr gook from
the third storey and envelﬁped him in dust} bat be was
nothing the worse otherwise. Shells warséburéting all
round us. .I tried to pick off some of the guuners, with
what effect I could not tell, as they kaptiwﬂll behind
the shield. I sent a dispateh to G.H.Q. reporting the
shelling of our post, and we were ordered to evacuate and
fall back on the G.P.0. I reported to Headquarters and
wh:.le there 1 got my men something to aat.: later on

we were ordered to reinforce the men cauu?ying the bluck
from Middle Abbey Street’ to Princes Strast. Oscar

Traynor, T.D., was in charge here. : @

I reported to Feadquarters that I wouﬁd try and re=-
occupy Kelly's, but failed, owiné'tu‘midalé Abbey Street
being under continual machine gune fire. h man was shot
dead opposite the G.P.O. He had haaﬁ moving about the
front of the building for some tims. The enémy was
firing at bhim for about twenty minutes hefnra they got -
him from the diruutiun of Trinity Gollagﬂ. %

|

On Thurhdsylwa still occupied the block of builﬂiﬁga
from Middle Abbey Street to Princes Street.: The
opposite side .of the street was on fire cau%ed by
incendiary shells;l The men in our block wére kept busy
with hose keeping the windows from bursting in from the
intense heat. Some horses were running wiid.thrnugh
tﬁs-atreét. Fires were raging from G'Gonnell Bridge to
Clery's. Chemiuals were exploding and aacending intu
the air from Hoytes' Chemical and Drug Storﬁs.

Friday still found us occupying the same block of
\ Jbuildings



w

A"

o 1l.
bulldings in Abbey Street.  We were orﬂered to retire
ta-tha G.P.0. This was a falsge alarm.and we returned
to our positions again. There was cantlnual firing and
sniping now and the roof of the G.P.0. was on fire.

We were ordered to retire to the G.P.0. 'Dn arrival
tﬁﬁrﬁ we found the garrison had -"fallen in@ and were
ready to evacuate. As we Tell in behind them one of our
men got shot in front of me by a sniper. We retired
frﬁm the G.P.O. ﬂutsiﬂe in a side atreet ‘"The D'Hahillf
called for Volunteers with fixed bayonets tu clear a
barricade of the onemy. " (In the intarval all the
pfisoners were set free and allﬁwad out iﬁ;frunt before
this incident). The 1até Tom Giarka'tri?d to shoot a
lock, so as to open 2 door to get through a building and
save the men from exposing themselves passing a lane.

I don't know the name of this lane but it rums into
Moore Lane. The lock failed to give way and we had to
rush by a white-washed wall directly cppusite'this lane.
All our men got through, under heavy fire from the
enémy, to the corner of Moore Lane whsré it joins Moore
Street where we were Egﬂlﬂ held up until a ?blunteer,
whﬂm.I do not know, wrenchaﬂ an iron frama out of 1ts
socket. This gave us an entrance to the Ereaman
printing works and admitted a number of men who remaiiad
there for the night. During the night I could hear the

eries of wounded men in Moore 3treet.

Saturday morning early we evacuated the Pringiﬁg
Works and crossed Moore Lane to houses in Moore Street
from which we worked our way to within a few hundred
yards of Parnell Street where the enemy hﬁq a “barricade.
We were now in'a yard at the end of the buildings which
were the limit of our advance so far. Harry Boland,

1 .
! /T .7 .Walsh
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J.J. Walsh and T orgenised mﬂg.with ;iflaﬁ and bayonets
for : an attack on the enemy.at the head of;Mbora Street
joining Parnell Street. ' The men who had magazine rifles
.WErﬂ to occupy windows covering the advance. This was
about 2 p.m, When everyone was }aady a diapatcﬁ was
sent to Headquarters for approval and word came back that
there was a "truce" on. This upset averyohe as it was
our intention to work our way to the Four Géurts and then
all for the Dublin mountains. Hearing thaL there was a
"truce™ on, the mer dismissed and scattered about the

buildings for a bit to eat and have a sleep.

Later on, et about 3 p,m.,, we fell in égain and
marched out carrying our arms with a flag of truce in
Tront. As we passed Price's.shop in Moore étraat, I =aw
The O'Rahilly deed on the footpath with his tunic torm
and his boots shattered from bullets. Not far away from

_ hiﬁhwaa a British soldier also dead. I rsuégﬂiaad him as

one of our prisoners who had been released fiom the G.P.0..
on Friday. He, apparently, had been shot by his1 |
comrades as he tried to make his way back to '‘their lines,
We marched out to O'Connell Street where curEsurrandar was
taken. Artafwards we marched to the Ratunda;Graen'whara
we were kept all night lying on the grass. During ?his
time I ssw Tom Clarke taken out from us by some officers
énd searched. We remained thafe until Sunﬁaﬁ morning -

when we were marched under escort to the Richmond Barracks.

Back in Tullamore there was no mobilisation of the
Volunteers. The men were left without leaders and
instructions and they did not know what to da.? The R.I.C.

during the week gurrounded Malone's house. My brother

/was
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wag in the house at the time. ~They fired on the

police who scattered and ran. Seamus Malone and my

- brother, Paddy, tried to blow up the Railway Bridge on

the west side of the town with the explosives I hﬁd.

procured prior to the Rebellion. They failed to blow

. the bridge. They then tried to get to Galway but failed

as the Shannon crossing was held by the enemy. The

Malone hfnthers were arrested after the Hei_ia-llion.

As we marched to the Richmond Barracks, the crowd on
the streets were hostile to us. ‘They were mostly wives
1
of British soldiers. On arrival in the Richmnnd, we

were put in s Barrack room. In th;a rool were Michael

‘Mallun and Joer Connolly. The following day we were
1 "

taken to the Gymnasium for identification. . We stayed
there for the night lying uﬁ the. floor. Joe Flunkett
and McDermott were there. As we were being marched out,
T waa§identif;ed and.piuked out., the Deteativaé
remarking: "We are a long time luhking for you".

Joe Plunkatt,_Mcnsﬁnott, Mallon and Seamus Brﬂnn;n wers
al9o picked out. ?he iﬂentifiq& men were ﬁut in a
separate Barrack room. After a few days & .preliminary
investigaﬁion intc the charges being preferred against
us was held. Shortly after we were cnurtmértialleﬂ.

I never heard WEaﬁ sentence T got. We waré next moved
to Kilmainham gaol and placed in céllﬂ there. I
remained in Kilmeinham until I was released from custody.

This was about the 29th of June. I returned to

‘Tullamore and at once started to reorganise Ehs area

asain.
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