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CARRIG RUATDH, HOWFH SUMMTT?, CO. DUBLIN,

I was about 17 ysars of age in 1901 or 1902, and at
the time lived in Dollymount. A few pals and myself were
intaréﬁt&d in Irish-Ireland matters generally, and we got
together and started an Iriﬁh clags aﬁd debating society in

Dollymount. We had no Irish teacher and we got in-taunh
with Eamonn Ceannt and his two brothers who were running a
Gaelic League branch in Fairview which was started some
years before that., . I camnot remember the name, but I
think it wes called the Clontarf branch., Ramonn Ceannt
and his two brothers, Michael and Dick, used to come ﬁuwP
to' teach us. A .law student used come with them., He
was John O‘Byrné,-nﬂw Mr, Justice Q'Byrne of tﬁﬂ High.

Court.

This class continued for about 18 montha, At the
time we started it, we did not bother to meek app}qval from
anyone, and we next found ourselves and our activities
opposed by the laeal clergy. = All @u; memherg wefe also
members hf the local Sodality and most of us wers prioneers,
At a meeting of our Sadality in St. John's the Baptisk-
Church, Clontarf, the Curate, Pather Hayden, vho was then
gcting as Parish Priest,lgat up in thﬁ'?ulpiﬁ and denounggd
the whols thing and forbade the_peéple_t? have anything to
do with it. - The p#genta were told nﬁt to aliow their
¢hildren to have ahything to do with the Irish_alaasag.
gt the t;ma we had no aﬁnnaction whatsoever with any other
organisetion. I was present in tﬁe.churdh when this
happened and Father Hayden ramed me publicly that evening
as the ringleader of the Secret Seciety, as he called it,
When he did this, I got up &@nd walked out of the church
ard waited at the Presbytery to see Father Hayden when the

Davotions wiere over. Fe came along and when I addressed
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him and said I wanted a word with him he refused to see me
and went into hié house. I followed him in and insisted on
being heard and eventually he 2llowed me in. We then
discussed the whgle thing.fnr abnqt two haura,:hut ;_got
novhere with him, as he told me it was a case of closing the
class for good and all or else the Sacraments would ba
refused ﬁp all itg mgmhers. +£bng§ a wegk a:tgrwardq,-

on a friend's advice, I went to Confession %o the Parish
Priest of William Street, who was.thenr?inar—Fnrane of the
Diocese, Wher I told him the whole story, he gave me
Ahsolqﬁiqn but wgqned me against having anything to do with
secret societies. We, of course, denied that our class was
a secrot society as it waé open to aﬁyqne o caﬁé into it,
as we only learned Irish and had lectures and debates on

matteras of national interests.

'Eghaequent;yt“PEt Ingslﬁgby, who gsed to come to
visit our class, took the matter up with Arthur Griffith,

who was then running the United Irishman, and he gave

publieity to the whole matter. Eventually the Archbishop,
Dr, E&lah, gave & verdict in our favour, and our curate,
Father Hayden, had to withdram the charges from the pulpit.
This happened the gégr Father O'Growney was brought home to
be buried in Ireland; I thirk it was 1903, Our little
class, nwingtﬁe the opposition, came to an end éa the people
were afreid to send their children to i%, and the little
hall we used in Byrnés Lane was refused us by the Irish
National Foresters who aﬁnad.ig. I went ih to %own and
joined An Craoibhin Branch of the Gaelic Iesague in Bolton
Street. _;It was thare T fi:st me? Sean T: O0'Kelly, now

President, and Andy O0'Byrne, first General Secretary of

Sinn Fein,
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There was an organisation in Fairview called Clann na
h-Eireern which was in existence for some years before this,
as Willie Rooney was a member of it 2long with Tom Wheatley
anﬁ the threa brothers, ngoldshy: Pat, Iﬂuis.anq Gus. #
na h-Eireann our activities consisted of lectureg; debates,
and Irish classes, There was no drilling or anything like
that, Somewhere about this time a split occurred among
the members of the Gaelic League over politics, and those
who stonﬁ for the old Fenian ideal left the Gaelic League
and formsd Clann na k-Eireann. One of éhﬁ_leadgrsing the
Gaslic League side was Bamonn Ceannt, and in opposition to
him weré'thg Ingoldsbys whom I looked upon as extremisis, |
and g;egt workers, I fqllniaq them, and ae a result did
not come in?p contact with Esmronn Ceannt again until affer
the formation of the Irish Volunteers in 1913. On the
other hand, whan'lgiﬁ,‘arrived, the Ingoldsbys, who never
joined the Irish-Volunteers, were missing and Egmonn Ceannt

paid the supreme penalty.

I continued membership of Clarn na h;Eireann until I
Joined the I. R, B. Before I joined tﬁe I. R. B. Irwas
also a member of;ap prggniaatiﬂn known as Cumann na pﬁaadhﬂal
which had for ite object the aovereign independence of

Irsland, Thia was a pﬁliti;gilsnaigtg and its members

_ware_rggardgd_as advapcad naiiﬂna;i§ts. Arthur Griffith

was one of the main founders of it together with John

McBride, Haud Gonne and others, About 1903 or 1904 I waa.

approached by Gus Ingoldsby one evening and told all.about

the existence Jf'the I. R. B,_inc}udiqg some hair-raising
penalties for mentioning any of its secrets %o outsidera,
He ﬁskad me to join.it and after some weeks I ﬁas accepted
2s a member. I-wag initiated at 4} Parnell Square into

the Fintan Ialor Circle. A men nemed 9OWlgy was the cenires

#



-l o
Padraig Pearse, John 0'Byrne and Ssan McDermott became

members of the circle afterwards. Sean O'Casey (the

playwright) was alsoc a member at the time I joined., Peader
McNally was a ﬁnmber of my Circle but I do rot know if he
became a Centre afterwards., As far as I remember tns
monthly visitors to our Circle who were centres themselves
were Sean McDermott, Seamus Casey of thalahel;c League,
George ILyons, Seamus 0'Connor, Donal Q'Connor, Jack OfHanlon.
0f course, I did know what Bgntfes they belonged to , Pat
Ing@lééhy was aian a centre of a circle but I do not know
fhat circle, He was Military Secretary for Dublin., I
think John R. Reynolds was another centre .and I think George
. Irwine;waa a memver of the I. R. B. I was astonished when

I saw there members whom I had 2lways looked upon as harmless

and lukewarm nationalistsa.

"We used to meet once a month and affer about six months
I thought the meetings of the circle were very often boring
and a waste of time. The chief matter always discusaed at’
these m&etinga'was proposals to take new members. A nahe.
would be prnpgsed'aqd.@hia would bgddehatad on by everybody

who gave His opinion for or againat.

"One of the first proposals I heard within the circle
was-one put forward by Sean 0'Casecy for the election to
membership of -James ILarkin, the %a;l known Labour leader.
This proposal created mu@h.discussion_gnd most of the membe rs
were against it. O'Casey was asked %o withdraw his proposal
but he refused as he was a_stubborn disruptive character,
Thﬂtprnpasal Waa_aent on tq-tha'Suprame Couneil ané every
month G'Casey used raigse it afresh. Eventually we were
gi%sn to understand the whole thing was turned down aﬁﬁ we

heard no more about it.
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In or about 1é05 we started an anti-recruiting
campaign and put up @Gsterg a;l over the city qalling on .
young men not to jﬁin any o? the British Army or police
forces. This was carried out simultanﬁausly_all over the
¢ity on a Satu:dgy nigh;. The police_went rolind the next
morning tearing thé posters down. Two of our lads were
caught by the police putting up tﬁe posters and were duly
charged in the d%hrts. !haée two men were Thomas Atkins
of South Circular Road, an electrician, and the other
Thomas Q'Shea. Tim Healy, the famous Counsel and later
Governor (eneral, was engaged to defend these two men and
the two men got off lightly. This Thomas Atkins is to-
day the Secretary of the 1916-19al Commemoration Dinner
committée. I remember reading an ;ecuuntlaﬂmawhere of
the King , Edward VIII when he was Prince of Wales, and nis
visit to Kenya Colony where he made a speech about the
British Bupire, in which he mentioned that during his tour
of the Colony he met a Sinn Feiner from Dublin with whom
he hﬁd_a long conversation, This Sinn F;inar was none
other than Thomae O'Shea who, at the time, was aﬁblnyed in
Kenya Colony.

I cant;nugd a member of the Circle right up to the
Treaty of 1921‘. At the beginning when I joined and for
Some years afterwards there was ﬁn.quﬂstion of drilling or
ﬁrms, and some of.us yourger members became restive and
began to ask questions. We felt that we were 2 minority
in all things and that ws wers getting no where, Wo
ca;riad on membership qf the other organigsation and a
lot of us became dissatistigd_with_tha I. B. B. About 1912
things bagap tu'pappen. At this time Sean MacDermott was
a regular morthly visitor %rcm the Centres Board, and his

litﬁlq talks to our Centre impressed us very muehf’as he
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a==ke appearsd to ba very sincare and warned us from time
to time that the time might come ‘when we would be tested,
This used to *pep? us up. One of the things I rememwber
he said was that ;a would not wait for the nrganisatinn
(meaning the I. R. B.) to be broken ‘up by infurmera and that
if & war betwean England and Germany céme, we would then
get the opportunity ;n strike and that"walwould‘not repeat
the mistake of {he Boer War when the country should have

struck, as it was then only held by small weak garrisons

of miiitia,

One cay, in early 191@, I vas coming dowp D'Olier
Street when i met Bulmer Hobsorn whom I had known for a
number of years in ¥arigus urganisgtiqna in tue (City. He
appeared to ve excited apii had just come from a Conference,
He tqid me that an open orgenisation was about tc be
startaq_in opposition td the Ulsteq vblunt?ers_and'w&s
g0ing€ to. be known us “The Irish National Volunteers®™, He
sa@d_theg had got the support df Eoin HeReill, wh?'ﬁas a
prominent Gaelic Leaguer, and also Andy Kettle whﬁ‘waa a
supporter of Redmond., He told we to spread thﬂ_n§WB
quietly among the lads and.tﬁat we should give it cur
fu;1 suopert as in this way we were bound to get rifles,

A% the next mweeting of our I. R. B. cirq}e Sean Mec Dermott
anpﬁugcgd thgt every member would have %c do a certain
amount of drill, and arrangements were then made to make
drill compulsury for all the _younger menmbers, Within a
week we wers d:illlng 1n a concert _hall attaehaﬁ to 41 :
Parnell Squara end we were f1rst taught to *form fours?

By Con Dnlhert and Sean Heuston,

Those dr;lls ware leﬂnﬂlﬂly attended and brought new
life into the organisation, We continued at thia
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drilling and ncﬂaslanally aomehndy would hring &long a
rifie and we were given our first lessons in this ﬂaapqn .
Thﬁn came the big meeting in the Rdtunda‘in_nqvtmher 1913,
whean the Irish yhtiunal_yhlupteg¥§ vere nffiaiﬁlly )

f;rqed. Qur Circle were all_inatru;taﬂ to attend this
meeting and hand in our names. We did this and Wﬁ;wafe.
all anral ed as mombers of the ?b¢untuera. We were told
that no one could continue membership of the I. R. B. unless
hercngld_prqquce a membership card of the ?bluqtaara. This
soot tested the sincerity of a lot of the alg;r members,
some of whom had to be almost forced into membership of

the Volunteers.,

Qur haxt trouble was guns and how to get them. We
used to be forbidden as members of the I. R. B. to
fraternise with soldiers of the British garrison. This
order was now reversed, Wo were encouraged to make
contacts diaureetly with the object of getting infa:mat1on
or huying arms or ammunltion._ We soon Qiagnvarad_that
the British Tbmmy had his price, and in that way adma'
amounition and occasionally a rifle or revolver would: ba
aecu:ed. The exchange usually tcok placa in a public-

house,

- - . -

- Por some months before the gua-running at Howtn we ]
were always being nhaer&d with the newa that guhs wore coming
hut vhere or when we did not know, We were keenly
gnﬁqregtqd_bgcaqqe_gv§rg Sunday route march wa_had+ar§und
thﬁg_timq was_always out %o the coast and rightly or
wrongly each time We went on these rovta marches we had high
Lspu that we were going for the guns. On the 25th July,
1914 (a Satarday evening), I got a message to meet Sean
ugearry,at:§ P. m. at Nelson's r&l;arf I a?rived_thare
with my brother, Paddy, and vhile waiting, Tom Allen and
Jack McArdle met us and told us they wers also Taiting



-8~
for Sean McGarry., Fone of us knew what the job was
going ta be and when Sean McGarry E_erivad he tcld Tom
Allen to get a *hack', which was dons, When the 'hack'
arrived somebody arrived with a big hamper and this was
placed on the 'hack'. We presuméd the hamper contained
food, but when we asked McGarry what was in it, he
politely told us to mind our own business. We drove to
Amiens Street RHilway Station wnere MeGarry took five
tickets to Howth., We arrived at Howth about 4 p. m.
MeGarry remained at the station talling us to go on down
to the end of the Eagk Pier and wait there for him and

to take the namper with us, ~ We went ghead, and later
McGarry came along with a fisherman, a middle-aged man
dressad in arblua1jeraay_gnd a peaked cap. The fisherman
asked us if we knew how to manage arhna§, and we told him
we did. At this %ime the wind was blowing hard with a
high sea running outside. It was raining hard at times.
Wa told the fisherman we were out to do soms fia@igg_arﬂ
he told us this was impossible as no one could go out in a
boat on an evening like that, &ftar some argument about
this pith MeGarry, the fisherman ard MeGarry walked away,
but McGarry came back to us in a short time and asked us
if he could get a boat would we be afraid to go ﬁut. We
said we mere waiting to go. We knew then for tﬁh firat-
time what the joh nas, HeGarry told us that we were to
go out to meet a boat which was expected in with arms ané
that he had the hecessary arrangements made. We were

to contact @ha_ﬁuat and stay out with her. He told _

us to stay on where we were until we heard further from
him andﬂLg then went away, About ﬁwu‘hnura later, we
were surprized %o see Iarrell'3iggia coming down the Pier
with the fishﬂrmag, and they started to walk up and down

having an argumﬂnt, Whilst this argument was geing on
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McGarry arrived éq the scens accompanied by Tom Clarke,
‘l;iha executed laat?ar of 19_1:5. They ,jui:nad in the argument
with Piggis and the f:li.sl_?.??man_and __a?antuﬂlly MeGarry came
back to whara_ﬁa_wera,_tnng_a?gy the hamper and told us to.
remain where we were and nnﬁ %o leave the Pier until we
g;t a message from him, = He gave us to understand they
were going to make 9therlarr§ngemanﬁs for another @qat to
go out, passih]y from Dun L‘doghaire. He and the others
then went away anﬂ vie rema1nad on the Pier. Wb ware'
very down-hearted at the fa;lura to get the boat.  Some
one arrived on a bicycle about 9 p. I He was a,strangeqi:
and he told ga_qexwa?a_to_raﬁa;n.whare we were. Tom allgﬂ
wag the man to whom the message Wwas ziven and he seemed 10
know more about what was going on that we did gnd he was
evidently in MeGarry's confidence. The last tram and train
wers gone frnm'ﬂbwth_that_pight when another messenger
-ar:ived“nn 3,?@#??%3 and told us we could go back to the
City but we:wqra to remain together and to go %o Tom Allan's
house near the Broadstone Station. We started out and
wallked all the way into town and got soaked %o the skin.
We arrived in Allen's house in the small hours of Sunday
moTNing. Frnﬁ.#hen on there seemed to bs a processicn of
messengers arriving at thg house and ;hay wers dealt with
by Tom Allen., Wnen one of us suggested a sleep Allen
said there was a chance we would be moving out any minute
and we therefore did not bother. We got a good salid
@éal on our arrival. Somewhere ahout 7 a. m, We were
told to proceed to Father Matthew Park at Fairview and
join our Companies. Allen told us we were all off to
Howth to get the guns as the ship had been contacted during

the night, from Dun Iacghaire, I expect. My brother,
Paddy, and myself wers then members of the 2nd Battalion s

Paddy in 'B' Company and myself in 'Pt Company. The
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‘ other two were lst Battalion men. 'F' Company Conmmander

was a man named HcGee and Prank Henderson was lat
Lieutenant. Tom Hunter was the Battalion Gommander. Ve
went and joined our Companies at Father Mathew Park.

There was an undar-current of excitement all that morning
and especially vhen we sayw Tom HEDanagh anq others of the
Hﬁadqgartara_staff appaa;ing ip.thg Park: We moved oub
some time around 10 o'*clock and marched %o Howth.,  When
I was pasaing Findlatar*a Clock opposite Howth Yarbour 1

could ses the sails of a rathar large y?ﬂﬂt and was ?

surprised to see how she could move against the wind. She

moved around the Lighthouse and pulleﬂ into the Bast Pier.
There was great qicitemant in the ranks and goﬁaquy
started to cheer. This was,” however, promptly stopped
by the Company Officers. When the head of the Column
reached the Pier entrance the order to 'double’ was
giveg!and thé whole column doubled down the Pier. Wnen
we got near where the ship was I gaw_aleprdon_uf' _
Volunteers drawn up. We could see the crew of the Yacht
opening bcxss on the deck and to our dismay we saw Some
of the hoxes to cuntain_larga wooden batons. I
understand the idea of these was ;ﬁ‘gase the Volunteers

would be hampered by hostile spectators, Than the

guns were handed up. Each man as he gol a r1fle ran

“round and heck to his place in the Company. This went

on until the boat was gmﬁty. No time was lost and when
all the guns had been taken ashore we moved off, An
erormeus crowd had gathered at the entrance to the Pier
and when they saw us marching along with our newly-won
rifles on our shnuf'tdﬂ_ra they went wildly enthusiastic
and gave us a great cheer, Among this crowd I noticed
an old white-haired priest Wiﬁh.hi; hat in hand waving
it and smiling all over. He aeemaf:l te be as excited

as anyone else._ Nothing occurred out of the usuwal
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after that until we got near Raheny when we saw that the
road on each side was lined with D. M. P. men, This
oreated a bit of a stir in the rarks and the men started
to shout "What do we do now, shall we resist them?,%
The order czme back %o us to march on and take no notice.
S0. we marched on and as the head of the column entered
the cordon. of Police, the 1&@@3# turned round and moved
off on each side of us. A lot of sarcastic remarks
then took place between us and the police, but nothing
bappened and some qf_thg police were very friendly,

When the column got to the corner Ef Marino Avenue at
Howth Road, we saw a laz_-gg body of militax_'y'r drawn up
across the road in front of us about 500 or 600 yards
_away, The whole column of us wheeled right into

Warino Avenue vhich joins up with the ialahide Roaq} The
column entered the Malahide Road, and turned left towards

Clontarf Road., We then saw that the military had taken

up positions at the_bcttq@ af Clontarf Road, and we

were halted, I wag pretty far back in the column and

do not know what parleys went on ﬁp in the fropt. - Wnilst
the parleys were going on we all scattered across the fields,
8nd I went to my home in Marino Avenue and took into the

- house about 150 of the rifies. Somewitere in the ocolumn
thare was a company of the_Fiagna with their 'treke-cart?
which carried the ammunition:fo; the rifles., Before we
acatterad I saw Eﬁm?ml caénnt come up to the cart anp}_
demand the ammunition. The Fianna officer refused to give
the amunition, as he said his orders were not to allow it
gut of the cart. Poor Ceannt seemed very upset and excited
aind he appeared t¢ be determined to fight it out, and

he said he was not going to be disarmed, Some

Volunteer officers then intervened and the dart was ssnt



back up the road. That was the last I saw of it.
Méanmhglexmun and riflgs_wgrg disappearing uvqr‘thﬁ

walls of the O'Brien Institute. I then collected a party
and went across the fields where we picked up quite a
number of rifles which had been dropped or left behind.
Occasionally we met a man carryingnthrga_o;_four rifles.
One man carrying eight rifles shouted out to me., ™ourtil
find four more in that ditch, I cannot carry any ﬁore ",
We_gumpag the rifles in var;ngs nouses and cotlages and‘"
befora 1agg I found myself out at Pyﬂkatcwn,dwhare_wg met
a number of the ?ﬁiuﬂtegrs, some with, and some without
rifles. T found = gentleman in a white moustache in a
heated argument with five or qii vhluntaars} A hackney
car drew up beside them, and this gentlemen with the white
hair called out; ®Now, jarvey, I want you to take these
rifles andrmgaelf"into ﬁhg Citym™: ~ As he put the rifles
on the car, the jarvey threw them off, He then made
himself known to:the jarvey, saying he was Colonel iloore.
The jarvey said - "I'1l take you, Colonel, but I viorg "
take any of_t@a@ qémp_thingq_- Dontt you know that the
military are out shooting down men, wﬁmeq and children in
Duablin? ‘_'; Colonel Hoore get very annoyed and told the
Jarvey to ahﬁ? up, and he eventually drove off on the
hackney with one rifle which he insisted on carrying.
That was the first I heard of any shooting in the city.
We scatiered and I went home to rejoin my famiiy_whom I
had not seen since Thursday afte;nqon. _pn approaching
the house, I was met by a neighbour who told me that the
family had gone dovn to 'Cluny! in Clontarf where my

mo ther-in-law lived. I was still carrying one rifle.

As T had to pass the palicq station at Clontarf, I gave

up the rifle to the neighbour to mind for me and T went
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on and joined my family. - I spent an hour thers and then
gét uneasy about ﬁhe.large number of rifles I.had'ngped
in my house in Hhripn Avenus, I wggt the;e:and met thg
same helpful neighbour at the gate of my house as I went
in, "Yes", he said , "two lorries have come and started
to lnaé thé rifles on them®™, I gsked him who had the
lorries and he said they Wé;a’my OWn ?E§M¢ - all 1
Trnluri"l;eeref._ I thsen askeg him f.:_ur the ?;fle I,_ha.d g;?.vt?ﬁ
him and he said he gave it up with t@e others, I lost
ﬁy_tam@ar at this - tq thinic thaﬁ after a}l my wqu I had

not a rifle for myself. I discovered later that the
rifles had been taken by a crowd of the Ancient Order of

Hibernians and that they were all sent up North.

The following dzy, I took a half-day's leave from
work and went tulﬁblunte?r Hba@qqgr?grs_in_ﬁildare Streat
to ask if there were anything else to be done, as I knew
the rifles were scattered all over the place, I met
Tom McDonagh there and he asked me to gather as many lads
as I could fgom the Company gnﬁ_meét himaaf.yha Malahide
Rna&r I ggth&rﬁg a'gumber of ﬁhﬁ‘l@dg together and met
McDonagh, as arranged. We then went on a search for the
;iilgs_aqq recovered a large number of thay? Iate in
th@ svaning wheg e finished a young c@ap told @s there
was a rif%g in fhe gate lodge at Harino and that the man
who had it11a~mr. Newman, wéyld not give it up. Tom
McDonagh brought me along with him and went to see this
!&1- Hewmdn MecDonagnh thanked lir. Newman in the name of
tha Exscutlve of the ?bluntears for his help in saving the
rifle. Hr, stman-aald he wanted the rifle for his son,
and McDonagh asked him if his _son was a vulunteer. Mr, _
waman said he wasn't but that ha would be Joining up later.
After a Rit of cagn;nﬁdf:qmrmﬂﬂanagh he eventuslly gave
up the rifle, We then went hénk and jﬁined the remainder
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of the Volunteers at Halahide Road where McDonagh
'fell us in' and addressed us, He told us we had now
estahlishe@ a freamgn's right te carry arme'openly,_and
as I hed told him some time during the evening about the
manner in which I had lost my rifle the previous day,
he presented me in rrqnt of all tpﬂ ﬂ¥herq with.thg
rifle he had taken from Mr. Newman. He told me to take
it home and carry it openly *at'thﬁ slope!, paaf the
Clontarf police staiion on my way to_'ﬂlung'. This I
did, and passed two policemen on my way who bade me

good evening.

. We started learning arms dr@il in the Companies
but we were very disappointed with the Howth rifles.
The boys never 1ikéq‘them, but they served their purpose
in helping the men-tullearn how %o handle arms and get
used to them. When the sp}it came, I was a member of
the guard on Volunteer Headguarters in Xildare Street and
we had barbed wirefcnvering the basement. We were
instructed not to use arms againet the Rpdmondites who,we
were afraid, might seize the building and our plan was to
use fire paaes. - We kept guafd-on the Duilding for.about
three weeks ard then the Execuiive took over Wo. B,

Dawgon 8Street which remained Headguarters up to the Rising.

I did not take part in the Kilcoole gun-running but
I was on duty at No, E!_Harcnurt Street that evening,
We were 'standing to' and I heard an interesting conversat-
ion that evening between Arthur Griffith and Alderman
Tom EKelly who were both in the building that evening.
The two of them started to discuss the war, which was
then looming, and I-hgard Griffith say that he thought

Germany did not want the wer then. Kelly said "Arthur,



_-_15 -
how would we fare here in this country for food in the
avent of a wdre®, ’ Griffith answa;ad "We will have to

eat meat™, And EKelly rejoined with a iaugh ng man.

mi ght eat %orﬂe“}

During the first part of 1915, all our time was
_u;éupied.drilling and training.L We erected a miniature
rifle range in Father Mathew Park and this was open to
all Companies in the Brigade. We fired as muck practice
as our ammunition allowed, and the more ammunition one
could buy the more practice we could have, We usually
apagtl$atgrday_avgnings onn the miniature range and ons
qf tbege'avaninga, Peadar Kearney, thep fairly unknown
to most of us and who was a member of the 2nd Battalion,
got wounded accidently in the knee with a ,22 bullet.
This threw Kearney out of work, THe was a married man
then with & young family.. At this time 'B' and 'F’
Companies of the 2nd Battalion organised a concert in the
Clontarf Town Hall to raise funds for arms. TFor the
.cgncart we got a few thpusaqd copies qf ?The Soldiaerts
Song" and sold them during the concert at 1d each.
The proceeds of the sale of these ballade were zllocated in
aid of Kearney and at the time we all believed that this
was thg'first occasion on which.tyia song wWas sung in.

public,- This was in the spring of 1915.

In August, 1915, we had the Ot'Donovan-Rossa funeral,
‘ot which the whole Brigade turned out, and a military
funera; was accorded the remaing. It was on @hia
occagion that Pearse deliversd his famous oration at the

gravegide in Glasnevin. To the test of my recollection

£l

Tom Mc Donagh was the officer in charge. It was the
only ocecasion on which I saw Volunteers mounted on

horses, There were about two dozen mounted that day.



During all this time, 1914 and 1915, I attended the
usual monthly meetings of nw_I.;gt B, Circle, but we did
not give this Egr?_uf_np: gcgivities the same attention as
before, as a lot of us felt the Volunteers were more
important. 1In J'ahua}*}f,_i_gfgﬁ, Headquarters wanted
gronades uade and various other jols in the munitions line.
My brother, Frank, and myself established a workshop in
a hack_ki#chﬂnt?f our house in *Cluny®, Clontarf, In our
spare time wé worked there making a very crude type of
grenade, Thq?e were two sn;tg, one cnng%stqd of a tin can
with broken m?tal_fqi shrapnel, mostly bits of cast iron,
The broken metal was put into'the can around a wooden peg.
Molten lead was then poured in to bind the metal and the
_wooqanqgeg"tpgn_takeg out, A qyickh?f gelignite was then

insgerted into the hole and = defonator with a fuse attached
atuck into thg_gglggnigef_ This cgmplptgd the grenade and
the idea was that these would be used from windows and roof
tops. The fq;a“qgulﬁ‘hg first lighted and the grenade then
thrown, ZTater we made a percussion type consisting of a
ggring_ap&‘pin. _ ;n-yh;sﬁgasa_we hgd_to_mgka sure that_th&
tin can was heavy onryha top side so that the atriker would,
on release of the pin, fall and strike the detonator. I
don*'t know who daajgpad thqsﬂ ?wq typus, ?ut they were
never much used, as_t;ny wers too heavy tﬁ carry about.
Another item we tackled was a clip to enable a bayonet
to Dbe affi;ed_?a_a"shﬂt gun.  These were made of sheet
gtesl shqpa@ tq"fit'rqund yha ha?rel of_a shot gun. They
mere made to fit closely and secured with two small wing
nuts and bolts, After a week or two of this work I was
asked if I would give up my jot and devote uy whole time
to this work. This I did, and a whole fortnight went
by befnre1therq was any talk of paywent in ilieu of my

——
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which, of copurse, were necessary toc support a ﬁifa and three
children, I saw Michael Staines who vas phen'ﬁggistant
Brigade Quartermaster, and hg told me to go and see
Michael O'Hanrahan who used to work at Headquarters at No.
2, Dawson Street as a clerk, I never heard if hg had a
rank then, but T regarded him as a confidential secretary
to ths Headquartera Staff. I went to see O'Hanrshan and
.after waiting two hours he saw ne and geve me thirty
Bhllllnga and said my wages were to be ED/L e week., I
reminded him that T had two weekaf wages coming to me.
"hls surpriaad him, But I took the 30/- and thereafter

I received this weekly wage.

I forgot to mention. that abbut September or October,
1915, HEcDonagh asked me at a parade of the Company in
Fathar Hatthew Park to attend an Engineering (laas at
HEadquarters in Dawson Street, I took this up at once
and our instructor was_Peadﬁr Siattery. He was at the
time on ths éaaching Staff of 3%. Ende's and wae known %o
us as "The Profesaorm, We thought a lot of him in those
days as he was a vﬁrﬁ good inatructor, The Course consisted
of lessons on the use of explosives and demolitions, field
works and field cookery. We also got leectures on house
- construction which was q?signed_tn teach us the art of _
breaking in from house %o house, also the congtruction of
barricades ard the proper materials to use in their erection.
We carried on with thesge lgcturea right‘up to Baster Weelk,
This course finished up with gﬁ examination. Pat Breen
was the ?ff;cer-in-chaqga of this course, He was Bngineer
Officer of tha.End Battalion, Padraig Pearse used visit
the-cl&as uﬂqasionally:tu enauire i;#o our ﬁrugress and we
felt very satisfied with ourselves on ohe occasion when ™The

Profemsor® gaid to Pearse in our presence that we now knew
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as much as he did. Pearse addressed us on that occasion
and told us that soon we might have to be putting our
knowledge into effect, He told us to reporit hack to our
Companies and to ask the Company Captains for six men each,
We would teach these men and use them as military engineers
when the fight came.” I reported back to my Company ag&
saw Oscar Trayner Who wWas then a Lieutenant and was acting
for the Company Gaptain,_Frank Haﬁdarsnn. When I:tgld
Traynor af_tha_inatructinné I got from Paafse, he took a2
poor view of it, and said that it was fighting men he
wanted, not engineers or iradesmen. I later saw Tom
Hunter who was 0/C. of the Battalion and he told me that he
had heard about an Engineer Company being started and
that he had a-man in-view to take charge of it and that man
w%q my brother, Paddy. I said ‘*alright' and did not
bother any more hhouﬁlit. I went back and !feli int in

oy place in the ranks,

About January, 1816, I was speaking tc some one at
Ho. 2 Dawson Street, where I had been in connection with
the distribution of ths finished grenades. I think now
it was Michael O'Hanrzhan I was speaking to. He asked
me if the house, meaning *Cluny*® , was still safe and
advised us to keep as little stuff as possible on the
premises and to get away as much of it as we could,
I pqintqd_qut to him that we had to wait and get
instructions from him or Hichael 8taines as to its disposal
and he suggested I should see the Company Captain fof the
purpose ?f finding a Placa to dump the_stuff in, On
accoﬁpt pf my previous experience in connection with the
Engineering course, I‘waﬁ_sLmewhat chary of approaching my
Company officers, O'Hanrahan said there was grave danger
at the momen%, and shey didnft know when the Government

might striks, He folid me %o warn anyone who was helping

us in the Munitions factory to e ready for & sudden order
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or instruction and whatever instructions we might get they
were to be carried ﬁut without question. This was on a
Friday afternnqn._ Some time on the following evening, a
runner from the Company, Jack ngﬁaiq, arrived at ' Cluny'
with a verbal instruction from the Company that I was to
get in touch with a@y Voiunteers living in the qfstrict,
to gather them together with their rifles and to remain with
me in my house.at 'Cluny' and await further instructions.
1 d;d thi?_and & gnm?er nf_ua! ghugF 7 or 8, sat pﬁ ali
that evening and that right at my house waiting for
vrders, No orders came uﬁtil-tha‘small hours:. of the
morning when some cn&-arri?ed on a bicycle with the ﬁerd
that everything wae alright and that we could dismiss, We
were never told why wa-ware made 'stand to! that evening bui
my idea is thgﬁ “Cluny* pad_nome_unQEr suspicion aud that
there was aspusaibility of the house being raided, We
dlscovarad tha next day thﬂt the other Battalions had also
been on fstand to'at the same time and I never discovered

the reason for it.

Just before St. Patrick's Day, 1916, .I got an urgent
messags to prepare a parcel of grenades and a parcél of-
shot gun bayonets, and these were to be delivered to Ho.
2, Dawson Street by 9 u*clock that night. This was on
a_Thuraqu_§van;ng. , Kpawing_th?ra were two othar‘parties
coming to the house that night for 'sfgfff and it Eeing my
Comgany meeting right ?hi“hux wanted to attend, I q§éided
to ask the Company Captain to giv?/;am?:aliable man to
deliver the parcels %o Dawson Strg?t. . I had brought tha.
two parcels with me from 'Eluny:1tn Fathgr Mathew Park,

I asked Frank Henderson and he told me to pick a man, So

I took Billy licGinley, a member of the Company, and told
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him I was sending him on a very i@portan%.th. I
advised him to walk and %o go by the Tack streets as
far as possible and not to talk to anyone on_hia'way. I
%told him when he got to No. < Dawson Streat to ask for
E;Bigtant_ﬁrigade Quartermaster Staines, and deliiver to
him thﬂ:tﬁclpgrcela. On receiving my instructions, Billy
went out but was back again almost immediately with a
request to me to repeat the name of the title of the man
he was going to meet, I repeated the words 'Assiastant
Brigade Quartermast;rlstginﬂs', and Billy ticked each word
off on his firgers with the remark °I hope I wont forget

theqe a3 some of Fhﬁ;& yl,_ . :GILOWs are very

particular about their titles™, He then left bvut was

vack again to get me to rep&aé it all over to him once Imore.
A day or two later we raad in the papers of a motor car
be:Lnu- Etﬂppad in cullage Green by datactiv&a. The
occupanis were a;reated‘agdlyha contents of the car were
gseized, These turned out to be the two parcels I had

given tnLB;}Iy thiplgy, I learned after?aras that the
people in the car, vwnose names I have forgotten, were _
followed up from be;qré, were traced to No. 2 Dawson Street
and were evidently seen leaving the prgmiséé with the
pgrcela.. The following Tnursday night I was present st the
Company meeting. It was a wet night, I met Billy
MeGinley coming through the gate of Father Mathew Park and

I called over rather sharply., ~ "How mary people®, I said
"did you tell where you were gaiﬁg to la§t Thursdaylnight

or what was in the parcels,.®? Billy d;oppedldown on his
two kpees! and Joining his ﬁands, solemnly swore that from
the moment e left me thut night he hever stopped or

spoke to Pany living paraon or thing® until he got %o No.

2 , Dawson Street. The poor fellow burst into tears and
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swurg-hy_his Maker that he never mentioned a word to
anybody or entered & public-house, which I had warned

-him against. T was sorry fur'pulliné his isgt' and X.
found iﬁ'hgrﬁ to convince him I was only jpkigg. He
served to the Treaty and joined the Army in 1922 ,

On 8%, Patrick's Day we had a big parade, and we
marched to St. Michael's and John's Church on the Quay
where we had a Mass. After Mass we {ell in and we marched
tc qollage Green. The whglé four Battalions were out
that day, and we linsd up each side of College Green,
and a cordon of Volunteers Etﬂpﬁedlall‘_traffie :m Dame
Street. I was up naarrtheinamgqﬂtreeﬁ end (George's
Street end). There was one litile scens there. A
British War Office W. D. van belonging to the British -
Minigtry of Munitions came along under lajor DDWney._

The Volunteers refused to allow nim to pass and he jumped
out of his car, and in an excited fashion pointed to the
v/’_ car - M7, D.", "it has to pass". De valé}a left his
place, Ha_waé'with his own Battalion. He ment over and
proceeded to argus with the Major, but he couldn't get
through. He had to drive avay . At the (bllege @Green
end, near the Henry Grattan Statue, there was a car with
Boin Manil} and all the HEadqua?ters crowd, So we
marched past them, Boin McNeill taking the salute, Bach
" Battalion marched back to its own headquarters. I was
in the Second. I forget the exact route we took,but we
went up the Quay and up Manor Street. As we wers coming
up alqng the top of  HManor St;eaﬁ, we met & Company of
Infantry coming down from Marlborough Barracks, Most of

our imen were in uniform. The street is very wide thers.
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We were on the Aughrim Street side and they seemed to be
c¢oming down Prussia Street, and just as the head of our
Company met theirs, the Officer in charge of the British
Company gave tﬁa "Eyes_right“, qnﬂ our akippar immadiatély
raturned_thﬂ @omplimen;. Iﬂui skipper must have been M. V.

O'Reilly, He was Captain of the Company,

Bat?een Patrick's Day and Holy Week, there was a
tarm of tEHEErexﬂitemﬂnt amongst the boys, Hy part of it
was chiefly concerned in making the bombs and the bagéne@
clips in & house in Clontarf -*Cluny' and we worked sometimes
very late into the night, ag?isﬁ;d hy_?b;gnt?erg from
various Companies who used to come down to us, and vie
worked there, filling and making and doing the various Joba,
and getting the stuff away. All this time Tom Hunter was
the uth_ﬂf the 2nd Batt., but we of the Companies did not.
see & lot of him. There wers not 80 many battalion

parades then, Bach Company was on its oM.

On Spy Wednesday night we worked right through until
four otclock the follaowing morning on %he making of the
stuff,

Thursday night, being Company night, I went there.

We had noticed that at every Uom@aqy_ﬂight for six weeks
before, Tom McDonagh was always there, and when We were
adjourning far_a shnrf timglha used fo walk .up along the
field and ask the Captain to allow hinm to take chargs of
his Company for a wﬁilat_ Tom ﬁguld’gi?e us a fgﬁ movemengs,
a few right and left wheels, halt,_aﬁd_than he stood and
addressed ug. He always gavﬁ us an encouraging little
Speech, a few compliments on our efficiency and all that

sort of thing, So.on Holy Thursday night he 8poke for a
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1ong_time, and then reminded uﬁ we were standing on
'histuric ground in Clontarf whexre Brian Boru had defoated
the Danes in 1014. Ehéter was the time of the battle
of dlnntgrf. The battle was on Good Fr;day. Good
Friday and Baster were coming near, and that was the time
of resurgence in Ireland, and who knowa but it might be
the resurgence in Ireland, and he was glad to see we wers
all ready to take part in it, but he gave us one warning.

" "When big things happen iike this®, he said, "there is

very often confusion of ideas, an@ people may not always see
8ye to eye with each o ther, and one warning I want to give
you, and that is; vhen you get an ﬁrdar, and you may get

an order over this week-end, I want svery.man to obey it
.‘um;:ll.i.csi-I;:I.;,.r_F and," he said, "if the erderaxare not carried,
cut, you dont't kﬁaw what daﬁagﬂ géy-mﬂy do". He said ,
"One thing }-;ant yoa to sink into your minds and that is;
ordsr, counter-order, disorder; that always hauppens®,

After the Company weeting, I weht back to the workshop and

we c¢arried on for a few houre Mmore,

Some time on Good Friday afternoon, I called down to
Father Mathew Park. There was a Tair numoer of men there.
I was speaking to Thomas thonagh fﬁr a faw minuteg, .As
he was leaving he half-turned towards the men who were
standing around, and with that eharacteriatic_jark of his
head, said; "I am going now™. "If anyone should want me
during the wéak-and, Mr. Re&mond ﬁill know where I will bew,
This was Paddy Redmond of 9F" Company and caretaker of
Father Mathew Park, ' |

On Good Friday, oy brother, Prank, informed me that

overything we had in the place had to bs cleared out and

finished, and we were %o work mon-stop ti11 everything was
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finished, So we worked right through the Friday and

- Friday night - Good Friday - until the small hours of

- - - i - - - a= - = e

Saturday morning. We worked till about 7 o'clock on

Saturday morning, snd w&.got everything away. The only

thing that was remaining in the house then was one largs

hdx of gelignite, which we had turied under & floor in .

ancther room,

On Saturday I went intc town early. I went to

Marlborough St. I went to Confession. I wasn't at all

surprised to find Earlborough 8t, filled with young men -

maétly Volunteers - dozens of whom I knew, all the one

thing, going to Confession, Bveryone felt anything might
happen, any time now, I called over to No. 2 Dawson St,.
and I spaw Michael Q'Hanrshan, and I asked him how were

things. He asked me how were things in the Workshop,

I said that everything was practically cleared out now,

that we delivered all the stuff, and was thers any use in

c¢arrying on with any more work, and he said; *I don't

] . T E TP SO
think there will be any time to: and then he said; Mag

& matter of fact, we may be in the field - any time ndw.

. . ; c e )
Expect anything that happens®, And then he said; "Keep

- - r - a— 1 - - = - - -

in touch with your Gompan&, and wait'fur any orders®,
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I might say that Saturday evening there was centinous
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calling on one another, and asking one another; “Have you

n v s
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heard anything®. Bometime during that night I had

heard - possibly it way have been in the papers, I don't

remember now- that a car had been driven off the piexr inbd

the sea somewhere down in Eerry, and that somebody was

drowned, One of the names I heard afterwards was

McInerney, & man I knew later. I forgot to mention one

little incident on Holy Thursday night. Tom McDonagh

%as in the Pavilion in Father Mathew Park, talking to
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grﬁupa df men, and he suddenly left them and turned round
and said; *Oh, that reminds me - I have a little Job to

dé. I want to write out a comnission for an officer”,

And he went up td the table, pulled cut his fnunﬁain-p&n,
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. and turned to me. He said; *I am writing out a

Lieutenant's commission for your brother, Paddy®™. He

—
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did not tell us why or anything about him, nor did T ask

him,

On the Saturdgy morning, we were mobilised for a long

C - . - - = e . - e -

route march on Easter Sunday morning; we were %o carry

revolver, rifles and ammunition, and to bring everything
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we had, all that we got. I wont home late on

Saturday night and prepared. As a matter of fact, I
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propared & little haversack with some food in it ard a

blanket ready to turn out on Sunday mﬁrning. Ve all

went to first Mass on Sunday morning, and coming home from

as - my - 4 ema s ommp = - -

Mass we sew the "“Sunday Independent™ gut, The newaboys
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were selling it, I got a copy of it, and read the

notice in it by Boin McNeill countermanding all orders,

all manﬂavrea and marches on Easter Sunday morning,
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8o T came h&ma, and I forget who they were - but two lads

knocked at the door and asked me what about it, was that

right, and I said I didn't know, no more than what was in

LY

the paper. I decided tu go down to Fr. Mathew Park anyway,
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and find out , but while I was at breakfast, the Eumpany
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TUNNar ceme down and told that all orders were off for the
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day, but we were to remain ready fdr orders later.
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About four o'clock on Easter Sunday morning, there

was a loud knock at the door, and at that time wo were

8l) expecting raids ﬁr anmaﬁhing. I jumped out and I

-had no favulvur; I had a service rifle. I loaded the
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rifle and came to the top landing, and I covered the hall
door. Hy brother, Frank, who was stopping with us at
that time, went down, and he said; "I think it will be
alright; I think they are coming for me®™. I had the
rifle pointed covering the doorway, from the fop landing.
Frank opened the door, and he cal led hack to me; L -
alright, they are friends®, Frank ran up the stairs and
said; "Its alright, theyqara only for me™.  They were some
officers of the lst Batt. They had a car with them and

Frank went away with them,

Wnen the hays_asged me what abagt this order of )
Mhﬁgill}a, I said that we should be very careful about
anything like that, and I reminded them of Tom McDonagh's
inatruction ah?ut counter-orders and all that sort of
thing. I _said that, as soon as I had my breakfast, I
was going to go down o Fr. Mathew Park and find out,
I-went out, and as I was coming down the road - I was
going down to Vernon Avenue to get a tram %hara, in case
I would meet any of the lads - I.met a chap naqu Gregory
from the Company, in his uniform. He told me that he
was mﬁbilising for the Compary. ®ell®, he said, " I
need 1ot call to your house. Yea are 2ll to gét déwn to
Fr. Mathew Fk. as quickly aa you can®, I gave him three
or four addresses. Then we started off for Father Mathew
Park. I went down in the tram, A great way to start off
for a battle! I had six rifles and four big parcels of
revolvers and ammunition. At Vernon Avenue two D. M. P.
Imen whom I knew well hg_sighi got on the tram and took
their seats on top of the tram opposite to me. One of
them turned around %o me, and he said “WEli, James are you

going to have a great field day tn—dayi. I said %yeg®,
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At the same time I was vwondering that when we would get

to the police ﬁa;rqua, they would not haul me in. They
were gitting opposite me, and T was wondering would it bve
wise to move from the top, or sit where I was, f waas
determined I was going to éesist._ However we passed the
police station, and they bid me good-morning and they got
down, I went to Fr. Hathew IH&#, and T met the boys
coming from different directions. When we got to Fr.
Mzthew Pk., there was nothing but confusion, I met men
from every Companyr, inciu@ing even a few 1lst Batt, men,
each asking the other what was on. I lost all sense of
time after that, Time seemed to fly. I went down and I
agked ﬁheré was Captair O'Reilly. "0h, he's gone off
since early this morning®. Somse said they were ganaffc
Jacob's., Others said thEy werentt . I got Frank
Henderson and I asked him where ﬂés‘the rest of the crowd.
“I heard , they are gohe into town®, he said,  "Seamus",
he said ®remember this. Whatever HcNeill says, is law
with met “r am going to obey hiﬁ orders®. [It'waa Monday
morning I had this conversation with Henderson, Nothing
really happened on the Sunday except sitting and waiting
for orders. None o? us went out anywhere, Every
Volunteer raﬁ%inad in ﬁia home awaiting orders), Frank
Henderson wernt away then into his house, He lived next
door to the park, and after some time there was a sudden
order, and we were told to'fall inl 8o we 'fell in' and
Frark Henderson spoke to us, He t::_-:;d uz that everything
wag off for the moment and we were to go to our homes amnd
await further orders. | At this time we had heard and we

were convinced then, that already, the Volunteers had

taken over the Post O0ffice in the city; and we know now
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that that was takan over at twelve ovclock. It was after
this that Frank Henderson fell us in and told us to go
hcme. I stevped nut:0f~th§+ranks, and I sai@ I would'ng
go home, thatf ocur cnmfgdes were already out, that Pearse
was in the Posy foiqé, and demanded thaf we should be
marched there and then in, He said the instructions were
we were to go home and wait for orders, A few left the
field but I gathered a crowd around me, and I said that
we would po aheadﬁana_make our own way to the Post Office,
Eut some of the other echaps said; " T knn@ There I, .
O'Reilly ish, He was our Company Captain thoush we had
not seen him at the Fr. Wathew Park that murning.- S0
about four dozen of us as well as I can recollect, went up
to M. W. O'Reillyts ‘house and we faund him thﬁre. I forget
now where that house was, somemhere off the Hbrth Circular
Road. It might be ¥ountjoy St., or somewhere in that
vicinitg. On our way, we called to Tam.ﬂé&ﬂar'srhnusa to
find cut did he know anything. We were trﬁiﬂg‘.to contact
somsbody who viould take c¢harge of the situation, We
found the women folk in that'hﬂuse in hyster;cé andrthey
were wondering where Tom w&s.__'SQme woman in the house
advised us %o go_hﬁme, ahd another of them advised the
reverse and said; "Don't let your comrades down; they are
fightigg in the city; don*t wéste ycui tiwe herew,
After that, we went up to M. V. O'Reilly*s houss, and we
£0%t him, _ He told us not to worry, that everything would
be alright; and h@Jsaid yes, it was a fact that the Post
Office had been taken over, and that the Citizen Army and
some of the lat and 3rd Battns. were in the Post dffice,

and that we would be in the fight alright, "Come on", he
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said, ®we'll get back to Fr. Mathew r%rk* We'll rouse
as meny as we can®, We went straight tack to Fr. Mathew
Park, and I found a bigger crowd there that what had been
when we left. There was 2 hig tarpsulin spread out ‘on
the grass there and I found Breén, my old friend of the
Bngineers., T did not know that the 2nd Battn. had so
many arms before. The great big tarpaﬁlin w28 covered
with rifles, révolvers, bayonets, and parcels of axplosi?és
of various sorts. Vhen we went back, the crowd was still
there in the groups all around the field talking, - To@_ _
Weafer suddenly appeared on the field, and he shouted to me;
"Here, long fellow, come herey Get me a couple of wagona®,
"Waere will I get them?®.  “Get them vherever you cam, |
Eutlget them quickt Emy sort of-aqnwﬂyanca at all -drays
or lorries or anything you can gaét fTake 2 few men with.
you®, I picked the fellow nearest to hand - Charlie
Saurin - and I don't remember who else was on it, but I
know Charlie was with us and five.qr six others. We vent
down towards Summerhill where I knew furniture removers
were - I don't remember the name of the People. Being a
Pank Holiday, the place was clcged up. We forced in the
door, It vas hardly necessary, because as We were trying
to force thaidoqr, 8 yardmen nﬁéhéd the door and asked us
what we wanteg. wﬁ tcld him we wantgd a couple of
lorries. He told us the plage vas clomed, Wa asked
where were the stables. We pglléd out two horses and
got two faur-whagled 1urries_an§ yoked them up. He
threatened us with the police and Evarything else, We
told him just to keep cool but we did not want to cause any
ﬁinub}a.' He said "Who's going to pay ?cr_this?“. We
said ; ®he Irish Republic will pay for this". We got

our two lorries out, and we drove along up Summerhill,



-31l=

Coming up along Fairview, Gus Ingoldsby dashed out of his
house (This was a man I used to know in the Qld Clann na
h-Bireann dayg) came across to us and sa;d; For God'fe
sake, g0 backt ?Ibg{t_you know the wilitary are out in
publin?t_ We answered;  ®They are the fellows we want

to meat®, We drnvgrup ﬁu-Frf Mathew Pk. with culdlorries,
and immediately Breen gotlavery_maqlhe could lay his hande
on, We loaded all the stuff on it., We were not ﬁwénty
minutes at it when the lorries were loaded, and we got
thﬁ.fa;l-in. We started off for town. We moved out of
Fr..ﬁathawlzark, and we went by gallgbuugh and Summerhill.
This was rnunﬂ_a?ou# two o'clock; it was gone past midday
anyway. The iwo lorries were in front, followsd by, I
should say, 400 men of various Companies, Frank Henderson
was in charge, as far as we cnu}q know. Just as we were
approaching Bummerhi;;,Ia‘cyc}ist‘w@nm.l knew, named
Bracken, of 8t. Lawrencs Road, Clontarf,and an old“E:
Company mwember, éqma cyeling out from town, jumped off, and
handed = note to the Company Commander. We were halted
for = moment. ﬂoéi soon as thﬁ Company Commander read this
note, he e;m&/hlong“thh ranks, put out his hand, and he said;
"From Here - about turn®. Leo Hénderson.was in charge uf
ﬁs, and we wayé given “Quick'march*‘ . We marched about

100 yards, when he gqv;_ua the order fo double. ~ The

boys asked;  "Are we going back for more arguments in Fr.
Mathew Parka And he said; ?mh!-this is the real thing®.
I was in the front rank, and Leo told me then, He said
that the message was that a_pérty of Infantry weré coming
in from the School of MuskeFry in paliymouqt, vhich was en‘
the’'North Bull, and that we were to intercept them at
Fairview and not to-let them pass. We would have to make

2ll the speed we could, because we would have to make
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Annesley Bridps before them. So we went down at the
dcublg, down Gharleville..ﬁ":rsnua_-, which connects Sumrerhill
with the North Strand Road., We came along and, just as
Wwe were approaching, just past the Ivy Church, we saw the
head of the enemy column coming over Annesley Bridge.
They marched steadily ahead, and we just could see their
heads coming up over the bridge, Henderson divided us in
two. He took one party anq weny end tqok posgesgion of
Sane's publichouse on the cornar., He told me to take charge
of thaLothar party on the other aiﬂé of therrnad. ﬁa
Jumped in, but there was a big front garden, and there
were houses projecting , at the top of the street, The
result was that when we got into the house , we found that
we could not see the British at all., I told most of the
boys to stay in the house. With three of them,I went out
to the gate, and a few shots were exchanged there. By
this time, we saw that Henderson's c¢rowd were on top of the
roof of the pgbliehnuss.. W?_noticadlthay were firing too,
but we had nothing to fire at. The enemy then trickled
down Bast Wall Road. They did not make any stand at all .,
As goon as I noticed that, I shouted to the boys on the
roof - they were all getting down - ®Q, K,, come down®.
They came down, -Wb were on Lainst§; Avenue ‘then, which
runs parallel to the East Wall Road; and there were a few
gaps in the houses there agd, whenever we got an opportunity,
we viould open fire on them, but they did rot reply then
from that end of it., Just as we were getting down to
the bottom of the avenue, 1 suddenly realised that if the
military came down the railvay line we wefe hopelessly
gexposed, 'We? gathgred_i_:q,i;ethegr and took what cover we
could behind the gateposts, vut no enemy came down the-

railway at all, As a matter of fact, they did but they
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kept doun to the far side of the bank. We thought they
wnuld/%lnng the line, and they made no attempt to find us.
(At that, we were called back to the stranq. I ve |
doubled back to the Strand. We went along the North
Strand and hzlted at every avenue. There 1s a lot of
small evemies down there, all looking on to  this railway,
until we got fo Newcomen Bridgef At Tewcomen Bridge ,
we cquld see fhem trickling across the bridge in tWQfs
end three's, and we opened fire where ve could; but
there was only an occasional shot returned to us. The
firing seemed to die away. The next thing I remeﬁher was
two Volunteers coming up #o ma with &ﬁD. H. P. man - a

. ir
policeman - and they said; ™fe have taken this prisoner.

"What }re we going to do with him"™?., 8o I asked the
policeman where he was going. He sgid ne was coming
off night-duty and he was going hnmel_anﬁ ha 1ived below
in Bessborough Avenue. I told ﬁim to go home, and stay
at howme, and not to attempt to come ocut; and he thanked

me and went away.

Qur party then carried ﬁnrchn_thﬂ orth Strand and
Amiens Street. We expected to meet the military - thé
seme party.  Somewhere about Amiens Street Station was
the only way they could come out. When we drew near it,
we were pulled into that side street aﬁ:tha and of
Buckingham Street,nearwhere the jam factory is now;' I
think it was Tyrone Street then. We were halted in there
against the wall, and it waatthe;e we had our first
casualities, caused by thnsa'suo#guna - our own shotguns,
The lads had the shotguns loaded, and when they were
halted, they left them standing up against the wall;

semebody moved, and the guns were knocked down and
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instantly went ﬁi‘f. Fau: men were wu'zmﬂad in the fc;atq
in about tan nﬂ.nutas from falling luaded shntguns. _ We '
made them unlurad the ahutguna then after that. After

._...... -

ghnu.t half-an-hour'a waiting jl:hara _ wnndarzng what was

go:i.ng ta happan, Leo H&nderaon gave us the ardar- we
don*t know where lm got it from, but he told us that we

_ were going _back tn Fairview. This must have been three

or half -past three o'nlock .as far as T recollact, We

- -

marched back, and_wa asked was it th& Fr. Hathew Park;
nons uf ua like going there again, :E[a said no, we were

going %o take up positions at Ba.llybough Bridge, and they

were the nrn:’gqrrq.:l S0 we went, and without incident we

reached Pairview, and we' took possession of Lambe's
publichouse and another shop, both overlooking Ballybough
Bridge, where We remained for the Monday night - that

night.

=== = - - - - == = - -

‘When we tank mrar Iamba 's pu‘hllchnuaa and the other.

shop, whose name ¥ think was Gilbeys, we prunaadad to

barricade the wipana and _pgg‘j:qnantnaa. - Within half an
‘hour I found myself as a sentry in the btack garden of this
publiuhﬁuaa, watching out over the fields and hedges; and
I thought it was a very lonely experience. We nnuld

ha_g__z- %he firing all around tha c:.ty. _Then we heard firing
very near us., Henddrson told us that everything was 0. K.,
that a detachment of the Gitizen Army had taken over
Gouldings® Manurs Works over at_the Annesley Bridgs, and
that was Whero the firing was coming from, By this time,
of wurse, all trams and traina in the aity were stopped .
We saw orowds of people Who had been out in Howth and
Baldoyle Races that day; and it was & pitiful sight to
see the pﬁpl&_- wdman _end small children - coming along
up ta one and tuu o*cloek in the morning, walking to their

hémes in the City. -
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‘We remained there that night and at about eleven
0'Clock the next day, I was handed a despatch that had come
from Comnolly. The instruction said; "Destroy the railway
on your right ®. 1Ieo said; "This 1is a'ju'ﬂ now for 3:#1;
you uraderstand all about this angmaaring husmasa“
"Yes, Leo¥, I said, "What will we destroy it with. umr
]_:}a.vg nq explogives nrﬁamt_h:.ngr'._ | ﬁ}endl ﬂuddanl)“r rameg:berac‘
that down in_'clulv*_thareqﬁaqhtha ’9@:; of gelignite left
behind., I q#id_‘"?ﬂﬂuld _;g_a-u spare two men and I'll send
them dﬁ‘_ﬂ_n—_ and }aj‘._t_h.m_-‘:_u;ing*l as m_u_.uh_r:éf_ thise guligni@a as
thay ﬂan*,. _He fg;t:md '§w¢ lads, and one chap came with.a
black bag, and I told them oxactly Whers to go. They
went down for the gelignite. I said to Leo; "We'll go
ovar tu tha raulway :m any case a.nd gee what wie can ﬂa:
Enma'!:ima_s there are _anl boxes on the railway, and we
might be able "I;ﬁ_d_:_gan up this, anxd see what we can do
there, and when the lads come back with the gelignite,
bring them tg. me®. But we never saw the goelignite, We
did‘_ng"g. alaa_thqai_mgq_t_amr‘::_nd;g_._ _ That's another story.
Just as we were starting off for the railway, we were
called back. ILeo called us back., 'Hd,‘ h;_l_aE_l.id_, "its
airight, The job is off. We're going in %o the Post
Office ndw'* We started urr for the G. P, 0. Wa
marched down ahng the same road .again - down by Balwbough
and, gom;ng_n_.aa.r n'cqz;r;el_..}_s'_l;?eag,ja swung into Cumberland
Street, taking back streets sqnaa_i_:d_laqgm_out at |
q*uénnall_ﬂtlj&et at the nearest pdin‘b t0 the Post Office
that we q-ﬁg_ﬂd._ ~ When we reached Cumberland Street, we got
'a most hdati!.g reception from the tenements. We were
Jeered and ‘boohgd,_ ard every article, Hmentidnghla and
unmentionable, Was_tl_trqwn_gt us from the windows, and what
they didn't tell us - these were all soldiers® wives;

their men were out in France, the ring-money women we
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used to call them, In any cass, We went through.
Nobody was hurt,.though & few stones were thrown; a
fow _pdt__a‘a:_r.d_?aqa were thrown at us, but noi_?ﬁdy was hit,
Wh_éama éﬁ@ somewhore at the end of glduc&star Street,
into n'cﬁnnqll Street, I remember well marching a]ﬁngﬂ
0*Connell gtreet. Charlie Saurin was ahead of me in the
ranks, and he turned a:égnd_anﬂ in a most excited voice said
to me;  "Seamus, Seamus, look at our flag up on the Post
U‘?fiﬂﬂ". )

. The flag was on the G. P. 0. - the Republican Flag;
and the blg green flag with a groen harp on it was flying
from the corner. The green one was flying from the
Henry Street qdrne;‘. .On the main centre building was
the tricolour. We marched straight across to the G. P. O.,
and it mag locked. —The doors were shut. Just aa we
ar#i?gq down at the pillarg,ﬂghar?_qu_gﬁ_outhurst cf“firing
from somevhers.  Qur chaps took it into their heads they
wers being fired at, and immediately they started blazing
wildly, firing acroas the street, until the door opened
and Jim Connolly marched out. He said; *Quiet , boys.
'quat, hdyq, there's nn_gnagy"hpr?:_ *Thﬂrefg qﬁ enemy
yara: 1a2@ﬂg? are é;l_yQP:.frignQBf; _ Our boys panicked,
tasre’s mo doubt about it. So with that, we filed into .
the Post 0ffice, We wore marched into the Post Office,
and we fell in right along the main hall, After waiting
a fow mimtes, Padraig Pearse came out and ha addressed us,
He told ‘us he was aware of all our nmvamantz during the
last day or two. It seemed to us a week, although this
was only qn Tuaadag_e?aning;_ _Hh pggaad_a fow nice remarks
telling us he haq_paarg‘qhngt_qur_gonﬂ work, and he had
heard about our good attempt to stop the military at
Annesley Bridge, and if they got through, it was not nm-,-
fault, that the word came to us too late but we lost no

time certainly , Than he launched into a regular oration,
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He pointed out to us that ag the dogs lapped up the blood
of Robert Bmmet in the streats of Dublin in 1803 Dublin

was under a sort of disgrace q;qeq:phan. It was nﬁv wiped

out, The republic had row been 9stablished in arme. "We
men® he ssid,Were goind to fight to the last and were
determined, it necessary, to die for tnat Republic, "Your
Company Officer Will now allot you to your posts®, he said,

. and with that, he went away, Imwediately Frank Henderson,
who was there, came and walked down the ranks, with his
hands out and divided us into twd_par#s;_w He gave us "“Rear
file" and "about turn®, __He mald; f!ﬁg gﬁ ?&russ_ngw_tﬁ the
Inperial Hotel® -(that is , Clery's) - ® and report over
.th?:e to Captain Drennan®. As wa'waraﬂfiling dpt the

door Flwﬁﬂgﬂagann g@ngte& out; ®"Seamus Daly, you take
charge é{ this party®. That qufthﬂ first time I found
myself in apgrgﬂ'qﬁ élbudy of man, We went across and in
to the Imperial Hotel, I had met Frank Drennan befors,

that is, Frank Thornton. Eﬂuﬁa§_55?FE under the name of
Frank Drennan because he was on the run from Liverpool
against c@ng?riptgdq!_ﬂhqg? hatpggrbeen”workiﬁg all his 1ife.

I was glad to meet somebody I knew. He had a very small,

mixed orowd of men - (itizen army men and men from various
Compantes - and, ag he said nimself, & lot of the men ho

did not know and he was not quite sure of thep, He was

glad to have us, Immediately we started getting ready ‘
ﬁha_plagq_:_aag@?ggéqu‘wiggﬁﬁs_gnd laying in water, according
to_the instructions we received, Every landing and every
Toom - every receptacle that,would hold water was carried

up frag“tpa_tagkq. Meantime, thers was heavy firing

gﬂ;ing on from the Post Office, {).n and off,

Somewhere near dusk, about eight d'clnak Frank



57 = o )

Drennan said to me; “Listen, thﬂy'want some badding aczuas
in the P@s? 0ffice®, wouiﬂ yggdﬁvar_nge1aggaﬁhipg_gqrnss

to them?.®. 5o I did, T took a bundle of blakets and
raced across the street, —The first journey was absolutely
uneventful, I got there and delivered the blankets. They
said they wantéd matiresses more than blankets. I came
back again and I got more blankets, In all, I ?agﬁ _
four trips anrnsa.l _The last three tiﬁﬂﬂ, the-firing was
very intense as I croased fthe 8ireet, hut.;hne:ggu:aa hit
once although the ‘bullets were hnpping around/the place,
I_ggt back in safety anyway., IﬁtagLQQ Frank Drennan told
mo tnat Pearse had sent a messaze aoross thanking us for
the blanketa and things Wwe got across, snd ssking for the
name of the man who brought the stuff across, Prank told
mo that he told him it was me. He told me that from then
én,_I ﬂ#a to rqggqg.gwq?lf_ﬂqmggnégd in cémm;ndqtg him, and
that he had s written commiseion for me as Lieuterant. I
felt quite big - my first commission!. He sald; "I
have it here a{gnaq}x I was gﬁ;t_nfhshy,_a?_aomething,
about it. I said; "Its all the same what ydu_ugll ma,
Frank. _fI';l dn_ﬁh&therlgdu want me to do anyway®.

"Woll, in any case, you are a L;autangnt now®, he éaid! "and
ite a eémmisgign1;og1uggh# to ﬁa a prduﬂ man to have, wiih
Pearse's signature on A%®,  "Give it to me, Frank®, I

said, *No, that's mina'l he said, " the Gumpany Officer must
. "0. K.% I said. We
apent tﬁe whole night in harricading windnwa, getting

keep all these for thelyacnrda“
water supplies up. . In the qﬁrlgupnrning I reminded Frank
Drennan that Y had _boticed men gding up thé street and down
the str&at, and I told him that that cnuld not ‘be, that we
woulﬁ have to get thrnugh the buildings. I told him that
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we were breaking thmugh the nalls. __‘Ea.had practically
mo tools, but we proceeded with the work., We used
pokers, and anything, but lucky enough I had three of
these long chisels we had for the purpose and I got a
fom men, and We started to break through the walls, We
morked right through the day and night, and_ the result was
that wWe Were ablo to got right up to Earl Street and, on
the other side, of course, Was the laneway - the little
street where Clery's Restaurant is, I don't know what you
call it, In breaking through, we found ourselves
looking down from an upper room, down om to the floor of
41len's the tatlors - a well-known Dublin tailoring shop
a%_the time, next door to Clery's - I moticed a small
little man sitting on the coumter, I asked him who he
wag , and he told me to take no notice and carry on. 8o
I asked him a gaq_dnﬂ time, and he _wu;u_.ldn't answer me. S0
I saent fﬁ:_- Captain Drennan, ___whl.g;xﬁl_za ca.;ha, he nallac_’: him
up. He came up ng;h;e_:: reluctantly. Wo gathered round
and ‘he urﬁaa-uaminad “him, Ha aa.:!.ﬁ he was ‘.Eremmn

mlitmnra from Wexford, and that he had ?gitg;en a hnok__ on
strest-fighting which ko had submitted %o Joo Plunkett;
Joe Plunkett sent for him and told him %o come up to
Dublin, that he wanted his advice on street-fighting in
Dublin, and _he'd carry a;n in his dﬁn ¥aye. S0 he was more

or less igncred for the rest of the week after that,

o Enmatima on Wadnesday aftarnoun, evidently from enemy
Tire, the large tank of water on ‘l:np of the ronf began to
leak in fc_rur pf_!.at_:ga, and we saw all Iqur water supply )
disappear, It simply _poured out fr&m all sides, and the
taqk:ﬂag_mgﬁjr, .. We could do nothing tn stop it. It
was in too axpdaad a place, That meant that our water
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Bupply was gning 'I:ct run nut. _ rnwa.r_da {ive o'alnc}; or so, -

'!:!:_Lg ﬁnp.nf__?g:ml_:!. Etrqat, _and"tlrm:,‘r w_qra ?i!_ltgr;pg_aqrcas in
two's and three's. We had a few sandbags out on the .
v&rﬁnﬂa@ at t_::_l.ai-yllg. _We posted & few mon there, and we
fired at every opportunity we got._ Tis wemt on for about
half an hour and suddenly the big guns seewed to open. We
saw a cl&ud of dust, smoke and ﬂa.ma _coming thrc;ugh g
'hu.ilding in Upper O'Gbnnﬂll Et;gph _gumawhera near wheru the
 Catholic Club is now. We thought it'was an explosion in
the haﬁse at firat. _ _We realised ai‘tamrda that the shell
had evidently struck it, because we heard aftarwarda it

waa from the Broadstone where they had artille ry placed

there,

_Sometime during the night, there was & fierce
ex;:ldaiun underneath u,n._" ..l shell had landed intn; the
very basement of the place and exploded, and thias had
started the fire, Bvery available man was put cuping with
the fire, but it kept spreading. The place was getting
filled with mkn _and we had na water. We had to _retire,
Late nn Thursday night, we got a message acruan to the Post
nfﬁca, telling them that we 4id not think we could atay
there any longer, tha.t the men were being aufrueatad with
amoke. The reply we got from the Ihst Office was that
they gould mothing for us, that they were in as bad a
plight themselves. By this time, we ‘could see the building
~ across the street - that 8nd the Metropols; both seemed tc-r
be blazing, smoke from ﬁwamhe-r-e.

- - -

At about seven n'aluck on Ehuraday evaning, the big
D. B. c. Reataurant in nfaonuell Etraet which was & very,
very h:tgh building then, .and had a big glaaa dome on the top
of it - the Whole hu.ilding mlhpaed across the atraat.
The first reaction on the part of our lads wasgy "oh, boys,
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what & lovely barricade®. The whole front of the house

fell in. There wWas tafribla duwat and smoke and blaze,

and ho said that the instructions were to svacuate the
building, but We were to make no sttempt to.get across to-
the Post Office, that they would have to_evacuste thers,
and the best thing Wo_could do was to get out to the
Rorth Gounty and see if We could link up the Fingal boys
who, we were told, were in the field then,

- I Well remember oo of the last soemes. Wy party
was in tho very front of the house, where Clery’s Restaurant
is now, the ballroom, and the lads were all at their posts

thore at the windowa,
Paddy ahon.
he qagﬁ to y{int tya_ﬁyiyad I:ishman.ﬁnd_911_?@a_national

The merriest of the whole lot Was

He was the son-of Paddy Mahon, the printer;

papers, The place ?ﬁﬁ_getting hqtt;rﬂ%nd_hﬁtter, and we
were stifled with smoke, Paddy said to me; F;fzi:ars_.
té}d that ;ha_pqgrﬁgy_fé the floor was the yaétlplaaa td
get air, and that kesps we at my post®  And he called
out to ms one time and said; "Is this the end, Seamus?®,
"Woll®, I said , %as far as this building is comcerned, 1t
is the ahq:h ﬁwh'll_ygvg F§,F? getting out of ;f_gdngf.
"le1l", ho_said *I don’t think we showld, I think we,
ought to stick it out to the finish¥. He called for the
boys to sing ‘h}_}_ﬁ_llﬂaltd_ia-‘r_?'__ﬂnng; and they sang it, and
the place ylazing_agl_afﬁﬁpq us.  They sang it, very
heartily and lustily - there's no doubt about it. S we
ware mﬁvigg”aux. ~ The first problem was to got rid ﬁfF
the Cumann na mBan girls, We had about seven or eight of
them., Miss ﬁﬁqqlqag_ip”chgfga ufugypm:_ ‘W§ put her ;n
charge, 8ho used to be Arthur Griffith's secretary in
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the earlier days of 3imm Fﬁi?'-_ She was & most afficisnt

and hard-working woman during the whola thing. And there was
. a Mra, D'Gunnur » 3 rather elderly woman, frnm Kerry., I
don't know what became of her, _They lcnked aftor thﬂ meals
for the men during the week. They escaped by the back. We
go} out the men by the back. I had rothing to do With that,
Wt ¥raxk Drennan told me that ho was getting the women
;crﬁaﬂ out tgrﬁquvghq bu;}dings”;pfo_Eﬁrl Street and from
there brought oross the street into the Presbybery in
nhrlhﬁrﬁugh_st;eat, Just as we were mﬁv;ng_nfg, Frank

gave me a_dogen wen. .Hérsaidﬁtu'qq; Fﬁb';argning ahead,
and we are going to try and get_baok ‘along the back of the
Gathadral out to Swrmerhill and uvsr tha ¢anal, and escape
to the nnrth cuuntrytldﬂluq stay hack for ten or fifteesn
minutes and then ful}uw ugi 'Yﬁufl; be a rearguard to us" .
S0 they got out.  We Waited tho ten minutes, and we started
out. We got across Earl Street in perfect satety, nn;bc:'dy.
seemed to fire at ‘us there - and in through tha houses thep,
Boyer's and Hickey's ahnps ~and we came in tu_ﬂathadral Etreat,
and in tu !hnmaa Iane, I think they called it, that is, the
laneway that runs at the back uf the Prn-catpﬂdral. We

went along thera_ and I strung uut the boys in Blﬂglﬂ file.

I tnld them to nrounh in on the fantpath and to go as
quiatly as possible., Just as we were at the ‘back of the
Eathﬂdral aomawhare about the Presbytery ox that - a law
wall - we heard a terrific outburst of fire at the very

tﬁp of the street, and we_qduld”see the bullets striking

the pavement and the walls, We lay down, crouched in _
against the wall, tut ﬁphndg was hit there. 1In a few minutes,
about & dozen mwen came pell-mell down the street, and I

found they were the crowd that went along with Frank, They
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said they had walked inté a barricade and that several of

the fellows were shot. .I said:; "Fhere's the skipper?™

And they said; ™0h, he's killed or he's captured®. I

paid; "Were you told to come back™y They said;

- -
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"There was nothing else to do, but to come back®, Then
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the firing burst out, and there was very little cover in

the place. I got them all up over the wall, into the
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back garden of the Presbytery. I got them in there, The

wen were badly shaken, by this time.
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I proceeded then to try o0 rally the men, Some of the

men came to me then and told me that a priest had
been taliking to them at the lower end of the garden; &and he

advised the men to 1ay.ﬁown.thair arms and he would

arrange & surrender With the British authorities in the

mdrning. I then called to the men that were nearest

at hand, and I fell them in., I pointed out to them that
Frank Drennan was gone ahead, and he might have broken

ﬁhfoughﬁ%hhcdrﬁnn gt the top of the atreet and would be

o - -an - . Fr—

- - - P - - - am

relying on us tﬁ follow on; and thought it was up %o

L - - - -

us then to felldw. Then Paidin Q'Keeffe stepped dut of

the ranks, and he told me it was foolish - it was madness,

ke said, we should not do it - and that there was nothing
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elae for it but to take the advice of the priest and

surrender, I then said I was gning to go ahead, and I

asksd for Volunteers to come with me, If any men wished

- - A —-_ - - m o . - . s - .

to lay down their arms, I sald, that would be alright;
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I would be the last to say a word to them but that I was
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going ahead, I stepped over to one side and I said; "Who's

- vas s ey = . - TR T e vy pewe  owm owma By Mom

ndming with me?® Two or three men came, and then three or

féur more trickled dvar. Then Paidin O'Keeffe made one

- - - = = - - - R e oom v 4 - " dman — - .

more appeal to me nﬁt to do it, that it was very foolish,

I told him he could do as he liked, that ha had better
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go back and surrender with th& ‘men, but that I was going

ahead, Evantually I had, I think, about a dozen men

including Paidin Q‘Kaa:ffe, he came with us after all,
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I let them out thrcugh the back gate, which was now open =
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I don' know how it came to be opened. Then we got to the

gate, I tuld them to atring out about a couple of feet

LI - . a - — PP et aeer maaw

apart, to keep in by the wall, and to make nﬁ noise what=
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soever, that I was gaing to make an attampt through
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ﬂath&dral Street and down to Harlharnugh Street, and that
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our direction would all dapand on how.we would find things,
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but that we were going to try the back streeots and 1anawaya

- = - me, .--4....-.-.. -

in the hnpes of finding & way out, ‘I_aaid; "We'll go
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nﬂw,.iﬁ the name of God". I went out quietly, stooped

down, and went round by the Cathedral, down Cathedral Street.

When I turned the corner into Marlborough Street, I looked

up- and down, saw nﬂ sign of any ememy there, Everything

- P .- . - - . . [— - T -

was silent, and it was pitch black dark, It was in the

swall hours of the morning, The first thought that
-atrusk me in Marlborough Street was; well, the boms are
doing as they were tdld - tﬁ make no noise - but I looked

behind, and I found that I was alone in the street. T

slipped back to the cornmer of Cathedral 8Sireet, and 1d§ked

up al&ng. I said rather quietly;  ®"Are you there, ladas?"

No answer from anyone, and I thought for one moment that I

was deserted, that the hdya had gone back, I ran up along

the whole length of (Qathedral Street, back into Thomaast®s

. Lane, and there I found the whole bunch of boys huddled

where I left them in the stars. I said; "“Why didn't you

; . - G - S
come along?™ "We wers waiting for the word. iE!f'cm said |

you were going to go ashead®, They thought that I was

Just going to go ahead and have a ascout out, I said;

. .
&re you not going to come®™?  "Yes" they said, "we are

waiting to come®, I said; "Come on now%, We came along
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dowr: the same way a.gain and we gnt raund to Ha.rl‘boruu.gh
Street, We paused for a moment there. T thought to
myself; ®well, if there's a cordon across Thomas's Lane,
there's baund to be one é.t the egd_éi‘_n:ﬁ.;-:l,'l‘ndréqgh_ Street
and Parnell Street as well.® 8o we Iigurnﬁ__ﬂnﬁn inte
Bailway Stroet, and everything went well thers, We were
coming along and etill o sign of an enemy, unti} we
approached about fifty yards or so, as well as I can guess,
from where Gardimer Street intersects Railway Street, when
suddenly there was & Durst of fire, and we could see - the
lmpression on me at the time was rings of flame across the
strogt. It vas another barricade, manned by the British ,
and we haﬂﬁnlkad almost into it, There was a murdarﬁua ]
burst of ﬁ.re and I said ta the men; 'Jmnp tn the duoma.ya
su We_jumped, This Street was a very nld-fa.shiomd street,
with three steps and a stone wall dividing each house. We
rushed in.  We got cover benind this wall, but we found
that several of thie men were hit, As we jumped into

cqwf?r anyway , I found that one nf uur men was lying o':l:n the
foothpath. I called to him and said; “Are you hite?®, He
' Just groaned, I strotched out_to see if I could pull him
in, and he called on me and said; ':_E_'?-r God ts sake, leave
me alﬁna: 'I an aJ:right". _,"T'*]:l. _gqlpaopla_a:: _"mr name ‘g
Flanagan®. And he gave an address, I think, in Mpore )
Strest. o said; “Leave me alone, "I'l1 ve alright, but
don't try t?-‘:euvp ms", Further up, at the next du'n-r.

there was annithur man lying there, tut he tried to crawl in,
8o we g«ut him, and we pulled him in behind the dnor. _This
was Harry Manning, who bad got @ tullet right through the
foot. We fdrqad in the f_.i_‘r::_-q-rwa;rl Ain the house where we were,
2nd_We got Barry Manning in.  We put him on a table and some
of ‘the men tried to take his boot off, but they couldn’t,

The foot was B0 BWollen that we had to use a kni-fe to cut
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the boot off, Woe made him as cdmfnrtahla as we could.,

Hyself and Andy Fitzpatrick then Went up through the
house, tq see if‘thg?a;wggranybgdg in it. The house had
soemed deserted up to this. At the very top of tho house
we knocked at a door, and we were answered thereiby a men.
We_told him we vere Volunteers and that we had taken cover
but we would 1ot be staying there long, e asked us, for
God's sake, to get out of it _and, he _said, "Go out and give
yourselves _up hecauaa the;e's nnth;ng but troupa _around harat
Thera'a thousands of tronpn all ruund the streets here.
!bqfd“hettqy_gnuaqq give yonraelves _up, and don't be
bringing trﬁuhla ﬁn us®, "m_ﬁo*yg_?aited there until day-braak-
Beveral of the men had m&nnr injuries. We did what we could
for them. I myself had & hullet &t least a wound anrésa
the ahin.and another on the back of’ ‘the head, which I wag
nut aware af aznapt fnr the aharp pain and I had rbrgutten
&ll about it, until thﬂ blnod started trn¢k1ing down my ]
neck. Evldﬂntly I had gnt a aplintar ar a piece uf brickWurk

or somathing-frum off one of the walls.

ub_gamaigad_;pega,“h We thought it hattar to wait Bilx

daylight. We didn't knnw where we were th&n _ There was no
use trying to gt bank _and we knew we couldn's get forward
Bnyvay., A few hnura afterwards. some men came An cvar the
) garden wall, ar the yard wall, and we faund that aoma of aur
lzds were in the housaa lower down._ There was only four of i
us in this hnua& at the time, We remained _there till daylight
A% the first atarting o: daylight, I .8aid to the lads; ®"I'm
go;ng to get out through.thﬂ back nww and see what's it like
and if I can see agything®, I cyagaaﬂ the yard wgli into
snother place, and I eventually fourd myself in Gloucester
Btraet. I came in there by a back door of & house. There

Were smsveral paopla in the hnuae. They looked at me, but
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took no motice of me, and I went right to the front room
of & house where I found a femily there tiying to prepare a

hraékfast - lighting a.girq_qnﬁ_trying to hdil a kettle.

'thy asked me was I a Volunteer, and I said I was, They

were very sympathetio. I saild I wanted tﬁ _have a look
out of the window, W, * they said, “the orders the

* owm

aulﬁxars gave us are that ényone who laoks out a:- winduw

here will ?ﬂ.aﬁ?tft..mﬁbW?Tﬁ? I orept up to the window,
and I saw the strangest sight I ever saw. ' Gloucester
Street is a great big wide street - I saw tents pitched
along the street, and field kitahens. _ The place seemed
to be alive with troops. I thought ?P.nwﬁﬁlf that we
could do nothing here, 8 I came back, and I joined the

boys, and I tdld'tham go. We more or less aéread.
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Ehnrtly h&fnre I bad gnnﬁ out like this - during the
night some time, I ﬂiacn?erad that Andy Eitzpatrick ‘had one
cf the tin-gag yumha._ He auggestad %o me that he would
throw thia nut thrnugh ‘the top Wwindow, and as soon a8 _he
had ﬁhrown it, we wnuld 8o thruugh. _ I %old him he eould
not du it ~ the dlstach was ton far and it wnulﬂ onky
hurst outside _the windows and 1% wnuld do no earthly gucd.
I hed great difficulty in hnld;ng Andy back from throwing
this grenade, Ho was determined because, he said, "If we
stay here, wetll all be murdered where we are, and ifd
rather die infths_§trqqtsf, After & lot of persuﬁsidn, he

gave up the bomb to me, and I hid it.

I axplainad the altuatinn tn the 1ada and I tnld tham
the hnpalesaness uf Srying to da anything. It must ‘have
been ten or alaven otclock in _the day When we haard tha
heavy traffla of troopa in the streets, and we 1nuked aut
There seemad to ha"ﬁundrada of trnupﬂ marching dnwn with
tixe& bayaneta, down the atreat._ We dauided then thera
was nothing alae fur it but 'l:o glve in, which we tlmught

bad of daing ag, " to our mind, the G. P, g'. would still
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be hnlding out. We had na idaa that things were SO0 near

.a.n and and we falt that we wers the first tu give in. This

was Friday morning. _When we were diacussing when We would
aurrender or ho‘-w it was decided for us by the enemy.

suddanl;-,r the danr was burst in wit}t a crash , and thgrg was

- e

a Toar - *Surrender everyone. Coms out hers, 'Everyons
who is in the house, come out at gnce®. 8o I ssid to the
boys; "Stay there a minute®, and I ran out imbo the hall.
I called to thom and said; *Yes, we'll surrender, but ve've
e wounded man here®. “Well, get him out, and got him out
quick tog.® _Thore wers four soldiers scross the hall,
with their fixed bayomets, I called to ths lads to_Come
out. I then called out;: "Well, how cen We got out?, Are

you going to stop us from getting out, or What?."  "Fou come
along - that's all®, they said. We marched straight up %o
the Tayonets, and thep they gave way, and out into the
ptreet, hc; o;f ﬁﬂ téok_ Harry Manning dn each side of us.
He was ngt‘a‘hle to put his foct under bim. Ihaghrnught

us out into the street and put us along the railings. —We
sa¥ the same fﬁa_@ﬁéﬁ:ﬂiﬁg_in the h.c;uaal ‘qe;dw us. In all,

there was about twenty men. 1 didn't Ymow all of them,
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Suma of them muat have been ordimrj' residents in the sireet

that had been picked up. We were lined across the railings

in front of the house, There was a very excited young

Lieutenant running up and down the street, waving his hand,
bawling &t his men, The officer said; "Are all the houses

cleared nowp ", I_ﬂm’l_nﬂnne said; _f’r_eg, B."l.r'. *Are_the:r
all here?®. "Yes® , With that, he marched a platoon of

men straight opposite t_us, ard With a great lot of shouting
and gesticulationg with his arms and eﬁ:wthing else , he

d;gi_araq__‘l_:_ha*meg t_:o: load. The _boys immediately came to the

- L I

Gdnclusiun that we were going to be shot out of hand, He

- gave thu arder tu 1oaﬂ and as he gave the nrdar '{:a ‘®present”

& white-headed short little officer, whom we diacomraﬂ
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aftarwarda to be & ¥ajor came running dawn ‘the middle of

the atraat rnarlng at the tnp of his voice; T8top this
play-&cyipg. Btop this Iirlng._r What tha hell is all
this ahny@?f Hh rnared _at the nfficar _and he put his ]
hand up to the men - "Put_down those damn rifles. " "Put
them down®, *Put tham down at once". So the geﬁ ;
hrought thsir rifles dawn.‘ _He gyggaﬁ this Lieutenant, and
the 1anguage he used gn the uccasiup_wag_*P;qe":_ rﬂb said;
*I suppose thay all BIe Ehlnners but gat‘them td hall out
of this®, 'Qplck = got them out of ;t‘ ~ With that,

they fnrmﬂd the trnopa on each szide of ua and they marched

ua off,

They marched us off down Gardiner Street. Gardinar

hut the whole street ssemed to be denertaﬁ._ The nnly _
person w6 met on the way donn Was a priest walking quickly
up the road. Ve lnokad across at him, _and ha laakad across
at us and noddad. Ehme uf the trnnpa that marched us dcwn
were Inndakillan.Fuszliers .and they Were_a_very nasty: lot.
I was in the rear rank coming down and, hy the way, Hﬁrry
thning couldn't _walk any longar.‘unr ﬁogk hiq,_gnd_x thraw-
him across my ‘shoulder, The escort behind us started
Jeering immedistely. fhey asked me did I expect to get a
V. C. for carrying a wnundad_?gp_ggf tﬁgpfge;d._ Jucgagiﬁnally,
they prodded us with.thair haynnets ».8nd told us what old
roals we were, and that if we had surrendered the _night

hefare everything Would have ba&n alright but now, of

. course, we would be shot, as three _of $heir _Wen had been

hit at the barricade 'End it wag aome of you hastar&a that
did it". " You're the: :f’alluws" Vo felt that at least

wa had done something aqrﬁay. rAt‘lgas;_wg_haqhh;t .

threo n:fen. We dJ.d. not think we did, because we had fired



-ﬁn*_ - - - = ' -
Tather wildly the night before, . We arrived at the Custom
House and marched ;n_té & big 3§rdl?hﬂrg. ~ There we

remained for over two days - Friday, Saturday and Sunday.

e . - - - - - - P e ¢ oa - a - . -

We found then that our guarde were New Zealand troops.
They were in charge of a perky litthm:aigsaQqq_aergeant who
ran about like & little wasp. The only officer appearing
was a young Li?uténant! who appeared to be a Duylig man,
little better than a aqhﬂolﬁoyt___ﬁb was in nhg;gﬂzmp He
put a lentern iq the cornsr, mounted on two broom sticks,
and he warnad us that if tha lamp fell in the night or if
that lamp went out, we would all be shot _etraighavay if any
one of us attgmpg_to escape. .We tulg_@ip‘FQt to talk
nonasnn?,fw@at_wﬁélh we put the lamp out fgr,_h?p could we
escape out of this ward, with the whole height of the _
Custom House wall above us. We huddled in together. It
was a concrete yard., F_Th?_pnly_thing about 4§? it wasa ciaap,
and we huddled there tuggthﬁ;_ag”wa}; as we could, and slept
thers that night. We got nothing to eat, and by Saturday
we aak?d could we pavq water, TheﬁSayggapt askaqfu? w@ay
we wanted the water for.  ®Well®, we said, “we want it to
wash, and we_wagt_i£ to driﬁkft _"We've had nothing to eat
for séveral days' As a matiar of raﬂt several of the men
hadn't had a square meal for the whole week, _bscause we,
in the Imperial Hotel, were very hadly off for provisions the
?holq weeok., We never had anything but bread and tga”all__
the time.  After long persuasion, he eventually shouted to
two soldiers, &nd ﬁhay brought in a pail of water, They got
it and dumped it dnwn in the middlie of tha yard, He paid;

¥
L
*There you. ara _!herﬁ*g_the ya#er, . You can wash in it,

or drink it, or you can do both", And he could not have
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hean nastier. Having gonﬂ, gome of the lads .did gn over,

and atartad llfting the water with their hands, %o get

E I I

a drink., [HMyself and ¥rank Drennan stood then near the
doormay as the fellow was coming out. A the Sergeant was
coming out, watggllqdﬁpim_gcrﬁas, and we said; "Eisten,
can we have a word with you?® He said; 'Whll_‘what do

gdu wan;_;ﬁ say?® "™We want to know '“ I said, "what is
the meaning of all this? 'Why are you shouting about? Wao
do you take us forp" ‘I know darn well what you are®, he
said. We learned then from the discussiun _that he hallavad
that we were a crowd of munition wnrkers “who weg#_og_atrika
for g?:q pay, _when we wWouldn't be given it, we set fire to
the town - "at least", he said, "that's what we were tald.
Wo gave him our version, and We fold him what the whole
thing was about. We could 300 kis eyes widening as we
spoks, and believe it or mot, 8t the finish of the argument,
he turned régnd_agdrshnag hgndsqw%th_yéﬁp_nrgnnan and myself,
Ho laughed and said; “Well, I was migtaken®, “They told

us a whnla_cdck-gnﬂ-huil_qtﬁrgf, _PThat's tﬁﬁsﬁ bloody
Buglish men again®,  “Thoy used do the same in New Zealand
with us }qng agﬁ*; “f@u;vﬁaﬁhﬂrslté}dmuq, hét we_wnuldp't
belfeve 167 %1 ses it mow?. He changod completely Tound -
the Sergeant - and after that he couldn't Ho erough for us.

43 a matter of fact, for the first meal we had - soldiers came
in then with & trayful of bread - the Sergeant oame out with
awhgnk_nfibﬁqf in his hand, lixe a ball, and he dumped it

down and said;  "I'm sorry lads, I can't make it any better
for you¥.  But he called somebody else, and with a kuife
started paring off the meat, "Pare off & bit of meat and
take it", he said - and we wﬁrﬂ_glad tﬁ Jhave it.  "Yes",

he uaid » 'I thnught you were a so-ﬂnd-aﬂ lot of munltlon

) noooy

workers on strika, but I*ll tell you what you are, You
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are hlnady fuala, but yuu'ra fina maq. i!hg gtr?cknfbr
the freedom of yaur acuntry. Wh want to do that in

. el AR R SRt
New Zealand %oo, but we have more savvy, “We donlt want

%o do it in the middle cf a hig war, when England has her

biggest arny in the f@eld, ) Wﬁtll_wait._qpq ne'll do it
at & proper time. 'You Irish nover had sense, ~You
Always prefer %o do the mad ﬁhing; rﬂbﬁﬁvg;,_thgrafa_mw
hand, chum, 'We're friende®, The Sergeant then felt

he could not do emugh for us, and after having got as
much bread and meat g@I?q cdq;d~pQ§s§h;; have{‘aﬁd he pointec
out to us that they themselves hadn't had a proper meal
either, He said that their lad fell down very badly on
the provision end, and they had to take what they got.
"Host of the food We get®, ho said, "We have to go out

én@ forage for itroqrgaliaéi_ ng whatever we have, you'll
g&t*.l We had & wash, and he got a few mugs for Eg,'aﬁ

that we were able to get a drimk in comfort. Things were

better after that. Fh_sqﬁﬁlaq_dpwntgqr ;nqﬁhqr night then,
Gerald Croftsused to say the Rosary for us every night,

and he was a very da?dut man. I?hsﬂﬂ}rgtlfim& we said

the Rosary, thers was a bit of uneasiness. The Corporsl
of the guard called out the Sergeant when we started to

say the Rosazry %o know Would it Dbe alright. He asked us
what we Were ddingﬁ and we said we were only égying.dur
prayers, He asaid; "Pray away, TYou'll need them®,

EERRE T

voicas inaide, thrnugh a winﬂcw. It seemed to us to be

a"cgogpnuaa.l_ We hear a typieal Eﬁgl1ah vaiaa aaying,
WDD thnaa blighters outaide knuw I think you ought tu
@all them®, Ths uther voice said; “ﬂh let the affinar

i,
tell them, I dontt know whether we shuuld or not®,
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"Oh, jras' he said, *:lt will cheer the;::_: !:1_5_::'.__ Lat them
know®,  The next thf}ns was a head came through the Window,
and he said;  *Do you know that your General is after
aurrendm_ring';_ ""Evay;rtyi‘ng‘ia_gl‘l_ over now, and he's being
marched é:f to ﬁuﬂd!_gpd_gdg_gﬁ aftar.hiﬂ. nﬁnd the
géurtmart:}ala are @5?}5 1_:9_5?9;1; to-morruw _mormng, and

—_— -

they're going j@c; polish you off, forty at a _time®™, Thera

ware aavaral 11ttla incidantu at that tlma thﬁt I rennmhar.

One of the things that really amused me at the time was
when this little dark man - Whitmore - turned round to me
one evening - that Saturday ovening - and he said to m;
"Will you tell the boys here not to be addressing me as
Captain®; no one had. I said; “Were you a Captain?”.
"Yes®, he said, ®and I s_éfveq_i"d;- years in India®, ®In ,
the British Amy?® %es®, he said, °In tho British Amy."
"And a strange thing , it happens that the officer in charge
of us hiere mas my Commanding Officer in India, and if I
were racognised, it would go bad with l_:l:;.' I_I“_I_wquld pq:o.‘ga.hly
be_tried for high treagon and shot imediately?. Suortly
after thiq,_thg}&ung_ officer in charge of the guard, came
in and I said to Whi tmore; _"Was that your Commanding
Uffiuaﬁ' _ He said; '!fes, tﬁat*a _the very inan‘ _ _This
Beeing tha.@: ;;g was a young sgpp;ﬂf}igutt?ngnt and loaked
& typical young Dublin man I thought it was very queer

altﬁgethsr, and I never treated Whitmore seriously after that.

On Monday morning, We were roused up, told %o egat
ready tn g0 out and we were marched thrnugh the streeta,
We had na idea where we were going. Ve tried to find mﬂ::
but they wouldn't ‘%tell us, Eventually, we were marched up
to R:Lchmnd :Barracks, later known as Kaogh Barracks after
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1922,  We Wwent there, and there, of course, Wwe met hundreds
of thﬂ'hﬁya fpdm everywhere, We were put intc empty

mo attempt at a bed. We alept on the floor and we were
served out a tin of bully-beef each the first day - 2o
bread at all, just a tin of tully-beef between sach tWo
prisoners and a can of water in the room. ~There were m
sanitary arrangements whatsoever other ihan a big -
whatever you'd call it - bath at the ond of the room.

The only consolation we hiad thers was that we were marched
out across to the latrimes once a day, amd it gave us a
glorious opportunity of seeing people - meeting old .
cgmrades,_Juat_ggtﬁiqg_g.gl;mgsq“qfdthgmihegqu being
locked up.  In the room I was in, we had Count Plunkett.
He wap in the same room with us. Thero wés mo attempt

of comfors or convemience in the room whatsoever, but We
were so tired and bedraggled, never having a proper
sleep - aes & matter of fact, I hadn't changed one article
of clothing since I left home on the Holy Thursday night.
But even a hard dry floor, With & bully-beof tin under
our_cap was the ouly pillow we had.  Some of us discovéred
that & pair of boots make a lovely pillow. We used to be
marched out, QQ:dgg occasion, Wwe were all marched down
into the Riding §§hgﬁ;, and all gldqg_wed?aqngﬂigeg every
G. Division mad of the D. M. P. that We ever knew that we
used to see hanging about our various hall and clubs in
the city, We were all marched in there, and we discovered
aftormards that this was really to give these man a chance
to identify men; amd soveral men were picked out thore,
Wo noticad, on the far side of the room from us, practically

all our leaders, with the exception of Pearse and Connoclly,
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We saw them sitting there. I remember Micheal O Hanrahan.
I got opposite to him. ‘;_aigg%ll?q_gcgcag to, him,

and he was making Elgﬂﬂr?i?h his mouth that I didn't
underatand. Then he put up his hand, and he did with

" his hand; p, a ,d,d ,y - .m}d pointed to his arm. Paddy,
ily brother had been hit. That was the first news I hed,
and that was the only way he had of telling it to me
righxracrnéq this room. A fow minuzqg_gry?rw§:ﬁ31 I
caught McDomagh's eye,  lHe nodded across to me, and then
ho beckoned With his thumb down towards the end of the room
where the latrines were, and as he beckoned, he walked
down. _;_tdnk the h@nt!rand_l_walkqd down to the same end
of the room. We met down at the end of the room there,
and he turnsd and asked me how were the bogs, and asked

fqr various pqép}e by name, Then he said té me; ﬂ‘rnarse*s

L n

ccurtma:tia}_ig_d?er. He's been sentenced to death, and

he'll be shot in the mqrning; beu kn&w, they're going to
shoot all us leadars, hut don*t 3uu.worry, iads, everything
is guing to be alrlght. Ybu chaps will &ll be _brobably
locked up for a year, or maybe two at the latest, but

f- - -

y?ufll a2ll be released in a very short timg, and then
you'll be able to take up the work where we left off, and

famémh?r, you're going to find a very different Ireland
when you come home, tg_ﬂhgt ygg,;agt:” f?hipngg the best
thing that ever happened %vhattag than you know yuursalvﬂst
"wera better go nowt_ ‘%F uéu}dgft do for us to be seen

talking here®. We shook hands, *Gdad-bya* , he said,

Yy courtmartial will be next,.m.

We were speculating a lot as to why we were all
gathered t@gﬂthar_ig thia*hig qdqm with our leaders and
everytody . We nbticgd:thgt every G. Division men in
Bubl;n that_wq ;paw'qan_thqrq as ﬁell ag numbers of

R,

uniformed'p&lice, both officers and men, We came to the
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conclusion that this was for the purpose to give _these men

a chance of picking men out - qgrt“nfw;ﬂapﬁifiggtiop
parade, ' Wa must have haegud?gf qg_héur in this place

when we were marched back te our rooms. Every day was

the sams gay_thqrq.* The on;y qutqtand;qg %ncidant_; can
remember there was éggqangipg_therﬁ a great big Brit%gh'
Army gergaang_aame_intq the room, and he said; ™I'm aﬁrry
for you chaps, 'You're for it in the morming. ' They're
building a pit out tharguthap'}lngp;%ah dff::ifpy at & timai
H}:_youf?a any messages ?qr_goyglhnmsg_f g_few_of_nw pals
took pity on you, because if you'd like to get any messages
hﬁmﬂ, wa‘ll‘g;?a it %o gnufﬁ - §9var§} gf tpeqmeg did give
them addresses; and the Sergeant wasn't above asking for

a few ahillings.“ Thg result was @hgt_aome_nf the m@ra
innocent lade handed out money to them. It was just a

racket.,  Another incident that I_;q@ember now was; Father
nyan fram Inchicore came running 1ntﬁ the Toom one day,
holding a _big erucifix, and he said; 'I*ve Just been
&lluwed to zo aruund the men for ﬂbnfaasinns, ‘but I nuuldn*t
poseilly hear all you GunfggaiQnghtg:dqy,‘ ghae} down,
and I'1l give & General Absolution to avaryb&dy in the room®,
S :im 5!."_1&.1 He only Tremained a aha:_f.*_tl E;_ng with us, but he
went around the whole barracks, we undpggtngq,la§terwarqa.
That is all ; can rememver that yima_gntil s&ma time later

in the week ; I forget the day itself, = ~ about _seven

Q'clock in the -evening, we were all taken uut _of the rooms
out on to the Square ; here there was & big body of troops
on the Square, and there were tables across the end, with
geveral uffi?qrs ai#t;pg_gﬁ them. E?_wgre_qll_marghed up to
this table, one by ore, w@pre;a};_pg?t;cu;arg vwere taken.

We did not know what was on at.the time, or what it meant.

I wag'waiting my turn to go up 1ike that, and T noticed that,
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with the usual British way of duing things _they were all
going up at one side and, as they were examined, they went

to the other side and the columns mnvad aluwly hack. 1 ]
said; "I don'*t know what this is on for, but I'm going to
have an attempt 8t dodging it". I watched my opportunity
and, when_;he men c&g;ngﬁ@gck1haq'ggggh@§uq6?n‘dppasitg_whare
W wore going up, T sidestepped across into the ranks to be
with the men who were finished, not kuowing What was on, I
thought I got on very nicely, When @ voice roared out at the
top of his voice; ﬁn§1¥1 from Clqytarf; Qngt try any of
your au; anﬁ-sﬁ tricks on us. .. Get% back into your place®,
Th@aﬂwaa.ﬂruﬂp._ _He was Gapta;ntgmggg then, He lived in
Elﬁntarf and was tqs_anilyay_Tganggrt Off;gur_cntghs North
wall. Ea_readgnigad'mm.;nqmd;gtq;y . When we got up to the

table, he walked over beside me, thumped the table and said;
- . bt bl S R I

. . - a
"No, none of your monkey tricke here, You are _known, We
know all about you. We know all about your two brothers -
a n

Paddy and Frank. Where are thpgg‘. i_';_dcn't_kgnw", I
said, like that, B S ¥ aﬁsﬂar for myself,” The nfficer at the
table was ui¢il snough, _asked me all particularu, name anﬂ
address, which I gave to him » &né then I fell in, in my

place.  We didn't seo our rooms again, There and then we
were marched atra;gyynaff{ dnwg f61tha_boat_a? the Horth ]
Wall. I r&me@be; the m;;ch:qéwn woell. We were coming down
alﬁng by Is}anﬂbridga Barracks. wa_waygllggking_acrdaﬂ
_anxiouﬂly'ag the Magazine Fort, Needless to say, we _never
had heard hnw that Jnh failed. Wb kn?ﬁ-thﬂ joh was to be
dana and we _were hnplng to see it in ;uina  but we were

very diﬂappaiqtaq to aau_ty§t;tg9 building was atill there,

It was spilling rain, gpqlggmgrdr us werse g??hgyag thr?ugh.

I had neither bat nor overcoat. When we got %o the North
Wall, parg we fqunﬁ_aupifr%eg#t Brgéq,ﬁin_cyarga,_Qnd we

were ?cndugtaﬁ_qn ta_the h&at. It was an old cattle boat,

egnd down we went below. I'1)l never forget the stench of
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that bnat and the filth. wh were atanding ankle-deap in
cow dung, We were in the same gumpggtmenﬁq_ghay were up
for the catile, There we were, in cattle pens, and we sailed

out intd the bay.

Several of the men got 8ick, I remember I was ql@nggide
Willie Cullen, and after sometime, I'gut wesk, and was just
falling When Willie Cullen caught hold of me - "Hold on®,
he said, "Youtll be alright:_l This thing will pass' It
was a agrt cf':gipynessr; §°P? _He pu?th;a arms aroggd ma
and, after about five mihu@ga,_ﬁil@ie:turnedjhréund to me
and said; "Are you alright, Seamus?®, I said; “Yes, I en®,
He saig; '?anauge_;_ém going now™. xggd-wity_tygt,_hﬂ_
Anllaps&d at my Iaeﬁ.‘ I managedﬁtd get him td hie faat
and we edged away alung to where _there was & little fraah
air cumlng. ‘We thought maybq_if"ﬂa could get out where the
fresh air was, we would be alright, but we were met by a
soldier with a hayonat _Pho oxrdered. us back inmediately._ )
It was the nnat uncamfurtahla trip ever I knew. . The result
was that when wa got across tu Iavarpual ‘the thlrd-claas
compariment withnut cushions on it, that we got into,
sounded like & luxury train, We set off.

We tried to get from the guards as we ‘went along the
train—wher& we were buund fur and they wouldn't tall UE.
Some of them Jokingly remarked; “Yuu are going out to
France - - going ouy ta Tight for ynur King and country®, I
had no idaq where we wWere going until we paasad Huddersfield
Station, and then I guesged, . X _knew there .was a jail in
Wakefield, I knaw that much about the Bborth of Englan&. _
8o, Wakefield was whare we went., Ve arrived at Wakeflald.
After all the hurly- =burly and everything else, it Beemed 80
¢lean - the rirat bed I slept in and the firat time I had

taken my tags nff as I thnugh$ for months - as & matter of
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fact it was nnly about a fnrtnight or so. The routine
there was thn_same_as_gqg gﬁhqr_pggqonlq;gapg We were
in solitary cﬁnrinem?nt -hegeﬁgt‘?otwaypuﬁ an hour ﬁai%y’
when we were all alldwaq"§ut"tag§thg:Img;ghing_g:oﬁy@ the
big ring, six paces apart, and we were not allowed to )
speak to each other, which of course we soon broke through.
There was a conversation carried on every night, that the
warders frantically tried to stop - fellows getting up to
the windows _and ahduting across tﬁ anuthar wing; “Hey,
Sean, did you hear about Billy Su-and-so', everybody asking
fcr evaryhndy else, agd_thﬁ F;ld_rgqog;a apﬁ_yapna, the
numbers of paop1§ that were agggoaqﬁqﬁgqpﬁﬂgilled and then
they turmed up at the jail a week aftérWards.

After some time there, the wardQ%§_cama around one day
and handed us all_a“fngm,_wg;c@_we g@scqvgygd_ﬁaa gufcrm of
internment which said that Ve Were to be interned in
Frongoch Camp. By the way,_thﬂ suldiﬂrs on guard in this _
were all priaanﬂrs thamaelvea - military p:isonars ~ and th&y
were acting guards on us . Eome of them, ﬂhanﬂvﬁr Shey got
an opportunity when we would be out on exercise, used to
say the most sarcastic _things about thezr own offiaara and
tell us what fine fellnws Wwe were., The names they gave

"their officers were, wall not fit to be put in print
anyway . '

We were taken aff to Frongoeh Gamp - the old diatillery.
Everybody knows about the ﬂiatillamy. I was a couple of
weeks in Frangnch when _y name was called out. Tow, we
knew from experience, as severql_hgd_gnge“hafara us, that
everyone's name that .Was called out in this particular batch

were {o be ready to g0 in the morning to Innﬁun. Hb were



%o go befdga an jg?igdry gﬁmmiaginnf presided over by

Judge - I think his name was Sankey; he was Lord Chief
Justice of England afterwards. _We were takeﬁlyy train tﬁ_
London, and we were lodged in Wandsworth Jail for the night.
¥y jirs# aurpria? wgg_~§£ﬁerﬂyqinﬁ_an:hqur in the jail, a
warder suddenly opensd the door and asked me had I any
c‘:igar!_li.‘:tuﬂfl I told him I had nome.  "Any tobacco?®. I
said ; "None®™. He asked me had I any money. I:gaid,l

‘n

: " .
had none., He uai_d: _"Yqu:*e 4 very mesn man. - You forget

that we are 91d‘¢amra.dea' i I said; "“How could I be a
comrade n':E‘ ﬁura?' mdn‘t I luuk aftar you¥, he eaid,
"in Wakefield Jail, _and 1151:9:1, _chum, I had better tell you
that it wau.'.!.d be worth ynu? while to play the game while

L +

you are in this place. You won't be here long, but we can
make it very nicq‘. h#ﬁ'_.ﬂﬂh it will be :pisa;fg.'grlg_cgl;amiﬁe?
"If you have a few 'bc_:b‘nn you and a fow cigarettes, we'll
a:;;uare everything for you®, - The rgl;uw_;zg morning, we
wore marched down, acrose a_courtyard, and into & big
office Where we were conducted in. The first man we met
®Wes & very nice, polite gentleman whd %old us his name
was HcIlunnal]. that he was a 8olicitor and was appaanng
on our behalf, and 11’ we wnuld lilbe to tell him uur _8tery,
he would do ‘his best for us, We tql_ﬂ him we did not .
recn'gnige any auli_qi@o: nor did wn_paeﬁ dnq._ He gaiq; )
"o, but your friends have®. "But,” I said, We don't wamt
ﬁui have anything to do With any ap}iqitdr: 1 know why I'm
herse". ™ I know what 1 came in-gor,___é,r;i _I'Im-seaing the
thing out 1;6 the finish%,  He was very nice. He gave me
his address apfﬂh_gaidi_ '}.ft?imampe_:r_-_ ms, if you want me, but I

have been appointed to look after your intereata®, I webt,
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in, and sat down on & chair, I was surprised to find
alongside about ten or fourteen old gentlemen sitting along
it. We were told tnere was a judgs presiding at it, but
Wo did noff know whether there was a judge or not, because he
wérg no ﬁig_or anything a;%&{ I was told to take a seat at
this table, Thia nen looked up over his glasses at me,
He seemed to be the Presidert of the Court, and he said to
me; Mhat isydu:.j name®? T gave him my name. Ee said;
*Eh, éh! eh, eh, ah,_gp&d-mﬁrn;ng , ggﬁeq“. So I said;
“Good morning®. Then he said; ®Are you a married man%?®,
"I am®.  "Wnat family have you?®, "Three®, I said, ©a

wife and“tﬁyea children®, “I see", he said, and then,

“fouldn't you like to see them again? ". I said I would
very much like to see them again. __"Dd_ydurthing,'“ he said,
it yéu wore rgleasqd, y&u,wﬁyld_f;qd emylgym?nf?” staid;
i;t‘lil:l' ¢6urge, I wouid', "Wpid yﬁutyakg part in thie figh$ing
in Dubling®  ¥Yes,® I said, °I 4id". *Did you carry ams?®
"I d@d".r_ %Ahe, I see", p?_aééqy_fﬁpd_?hat was gﬁug ﬁhJent
in figntingf ‘Waat were you fighting for?®  “For the_

freedom of the country", I said, "td establish a govermment
in Igaland_té‘;ep;gﬁg_ﬁy? ggyﬁrggégﬁdtyatryaa been inflicted
on us all these years, to make an unglﬁﬁ_gtf} - _"Ah, I see ,

I see", he said, "Well, you wowld like to go home?® I said;

"fes, I would®. = ®fery well, = Good-morning®, With that, I
éas ﬁhaqla@ dﬁj. ..“?_'9?9 then pﬁrahgdﬂqff_ig our cells, and

the next mﬁrning we started off in the train f&r Frongoch.

- - T e -— & - - s

_ ;_fd;g&?_?n mentidn.a";;tt}ﬁwigcideptInn Fﬁn_ddurnay
dqwn.td Ldpdup. When we were about half way on the journey,
we paard_an_qﬂfugwhqh?hpb andngg@ the t;qﬁpa. We heard the

officer gbuuinguqﬁmaquy{ and then we dgauévured that the

prisdnars'_ratinns had been forgotten at Fr&nguch statidn,
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and there _was ndthing for ua.'F”?h9_afficer gettled it,
and said _there was nnly one thing to do - - the suldlers Would
have to ahare thair rationa, Thara was a lnng halt at

Crewe 3tatinn - Crewe or Ghﬂster ;'qmgpt_gp?iawgyrﬁ_?hinh.
and the_qffiger_ard?r?d tea ;u;_thé_mani t@ayg_ﬂas n&t_
enough tea to go around - out a?ﬂh;gﬁdwg_packgt! I hel;a?e.

I suppose he cnu;d_recava:_it_a;tﬁ;ya:dg;q_ gggygj_ha_Waﬂ

a gentleman. Arriving from the railﬁay sta%idn, we mare
taken on the top of buges to ﬁhndswnrth Prison, and we had an
ascort of aam& Highland Hegiment in thﬂir _kilts, We were

an objeet of greal curiosity in the atrﬁata of Iunﬁnn. )
cnming near thduwnrth it was a residential par}. .. What was
our surprise when, in a frunt gardan cov&red with ahruha

and trees, there was a young Woman waving a triculuur in
the very hﬂnrt of Iandnn. Which aurp;iqgg us considerably,

We turned 1ntc annther avenue, apq_wpqagy‘ﬁhg_ﬁgqg thing )

rapsatad,_agly this ;iyawgyuygg gyﬁg_g back garden - sdmehudy
waving a amall littla'tricﬁléur té us.

- L R e T -

We arrived back in Frongoch on the fallcwing day, and
Tell into the rouﬁina of camp 1ife _&gain. After ‘a day or
two, I got a message frnm aomauna in the camgﬂﬁ@gt I was to
attanﬂ a meeting in _the dlning hall that evening, I asked
what the meeting waa, and they said it was all nfflcars nf
the Dublin Brigﬂd& whn were out in _the f1ghting were wanted
for 8 meeting thare._ I wondered whathar I was qualifiad
or nnt a8 I had _ho rank in the . Volunteers ,except that .
which was givan to me during the fighx._ﬁ So being _assured on
that point, that I ‘was told %o go, I went. I presented
myself at the hall. There waa a table drawn across the
antranca,_un‘which the little man, Hﬁdtmora ‘was once again

-—-

8itting, with a notebook in his hand.

i+ . e . omae s L T — - -

_Ah I apprdanhgd! he waved e away and said; _POfficers

-

@uly here®. I said; "That's all right", "I was swmmoned
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t0 a meeting hé:e", "But®, he said, "are you an officer®s

I said; %I am", fﬁ?ll"!_he sgid!luﬂfou'%g not, anﬁ_you
nap'tladga in here™, -I %told him whu-; ﬁag,_and said;
*Don't you yec?gni%e ma[_ﬁyiﬁmnra?f_'Hé said; *I dnn‘t&.

I said; “Do you remember the Imps rial Hotel®™  *I heard
of it',,haiaaiq, "Do you not remember me there? Do you
romentex Richwond Barracks? Do you remember the ban vho
wrote the book on street-fighting, and was invited out to
do Dublin .street-fighting then, end do you remembsr the job
I nad to try to persuade you to come out? I'm that same
chap®, I seid, It finished up that he had to send in for
somebody to identify me befors I was allomed in to the
meeting.  That meeting then vas to reorganise the camp on
military lines, Several of the older prisoners and more of
the political type had formed & sort of council and a
committee uf_ganag&mantﬂtq1rqqh;na_g§qp“;p‘tga interests of
the pPrisoners, Qur people were dete;wiqu_thatdgt_ﬁquld be
Tun on military lines, and that gave rise to a lot of feeling
in the camp,_eqp?qigllr qgﬂng_uﬁga_0g_ty§_§lq§;1y_map gpg
especially>some of the men from the country who could not
usderstand, who openly complained atout Captaims, L¢utenants
end Commandants, and that we were just as bad es the British,
However, it was soon settled, but it was a very stormy |
magting, &t which Colonel 0*Connell, we;;_knaﬁn as

Ginger O'Connell, hhd'preaidad at the meeting; and O

remember being very pleased with him _though he did act like

a martinet, the ?ay ha chnka& off some of those poor men,

but politlcians - 1tliu painful; but he .choked tham.off
aryway, and told them that this was a militarj camp and

that we were all sqld;ars"—lfhang watil be treated aa'anldiara“
he aaiq,_'ui code of rules was drawn up, and we had morning

inspections and parades. Everything was done the same as in
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any camp or barrack life, on military lines strictly.

Things went on frum day to day. Diseipline was
tightened up in the camp, auq_wg_&ll had our dutiag to
perform, room orderlies and so on, and we had a court there
where defaultars were tried and puqi§ymgn§§ inflicted,
letters held hacg_gng all thgt‘aggt_og_tp;ng, ynti;“Qng
day late in August, there was & list of names called, and
we all gatgafad_ﬁréqnﬂ“a§‘qagglt _”?ﬁ my intense surprise
and delignt, T heard my own name called, also Charlie
Saurin, Leo Henderson, Boss Shields and several others.
We wera more or less together. They were nearly all 2nd
Batt. men that timo, although I seemed to be the only ome
of the crowd that was in the Imperial Hotel/that batch.
8 the next morning, we started for hnme._ We were put on
the train at Balla {ungtionkand1Wa‘@erg”tg}d_thnt_w?‘wara

froe, but we weren't free until we got on to the boat.

-Aitpnugh'?a-qqn nnpeauort, we were fggbiddqnwtd make any

demonstrations, and we had to keep the blinds pulled down
in the carriages, which was the general rule at the time.
The first_time we roticed any kind of freedom was When we
§o% out at Crewe Station, where there was a long stop, and
7o found that we could enter a refreshment room without
quaatiﬁn._ But 8still ihare were aaldiara _and_ police, we
‘Fh“hﬂ-'“ _t.hﬁ?f--f.“?‘% m&tuﬂ at_each ?FEE“"!- .. The ﬂnla' time
they aver intﬁrﬂerad with us was ﬁhan anyuna attampted to
Bpeak to a saldiar _and immaﬂiataly the soldiers were
nrdered away. Then We were _pbut on the bﬂat. __Hb'arrivgd
at Dun Laoghaire at six c*clock on a lovely morning.___a?_

that time, the war being still on, a crowd used to meet the
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mailboat to look:after soldiers coming on leave, Thers
was a committee of Dublin Unionists ., Qne, Whom I think
was Aldarnnn.vanua wag there at tha bnttom af thﬂ _gangway .
Ona of the prtaonara whu was with _us was Dam MEcarthy, who
had.been & Councillor on the Dublin Garporatim_l._ It was
amuﬂing to hear Dan.ﬂhcarthy greeting him. h_H@ said;
’Goud-nnrning, Alda:man' _Vance said, quqqdrpgrning, )
Cbunclllnr" vary frig1d13 to him, and paésad on. We got
to thtland Emw.t Hyself Gharlie Eaurin Boss Ehielda and

& bunch of us = nnthing wauld do us, hut We had to go round

to see O*Ganna}l Street, to see the ruins; and we went

around Henry Straet .» M¥oore Bireet and all the rest of it.
Bu eventually we got uu tu _the "tram Ior Dullymount. At

the time we left, there was no mistake, the people of

Dublin were definitely hostile to us, to the whole thing,

But now we sensed a change, _There was one particularly

dou: little tram.cunﬂuntor wha _Would _never be civil ta us
before the time, Ehsn I got on to the tram, he had been
chatting on the front platform with the driver, The
driver and he came round and shook hands with us haartily;
and gave us a_ wélcame home, _When we got down to Clontarf,

thura was quite a numb&r of paopla thnra each Shouting to

~the other, “Thq_bqu_gfg uaming home™; and they gave us a

very friandiy racaptiﬁn.

I was & few days hnme whan I got word _that Ehgt Gampauy
had 9ecured premises up in Elﬂﬂll&fﬂ Road in & garage adjolning
clonllrra callaga wall, and _they were carrying it on undey
thg gu;sa”or @ﬁﬁqne;pg_clasa. I _went ‘up there one night

with several other chaps, and tn our surprise we found the

placs packed out with boye and girls dam:.ng away;  but

there waan't more than half a dozen faces T recogniged, One
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of them was J‘ack McDonnell. I asked him what was this.
"On®, he sz_uqt '_'E!:tq_jqa__]gaqg the boys ﬁnggj;};qr! and the safest
ihing to do :_ls_iq run it as a dancing class®. And so it
®as carried onm, 1E:m.ﬂ'._ after a couple of ;-faa;-_:a; I d_rqﬁper:_l away
because there was really nobody there that I knew; it was
too_full of strangers, and I got afraid; I didn't know
what s0Tt of enemy people might be there, I said nothing.
I would not interfere, although I got most pressing
invitations to attend, but instead of that, a few of us got
together. The only thing that was carryinggat the time in
Dublin was the _Gaelic Ieague, claaaes were ca.rrying on.
gﬁ we dacidad to reurga.msa the old forgotten Clontarf Branch

of the Gaelic League, We started classes in the Town Hall
there, We had the two Tallons with us, who had _alsd been out
in the fight. We carried on that until the general release

which was somstime in 1917 I think,

Sometime around Pebruary, 1917, the general release
came. I got & sumwons, signed By Jack McDomell, to
attend a-meating a;f F. Company in this garage on Glc;nliffa
r?aq. 1 went thara and was delighted to-find all the old

boys - & great mustering of the Company. This chap, Jack
MoDonnell, was in the chair, - He announced tnat on nis

releasq With other members of the Company, he had gathered
them together, and they had elected him Captain, and that
they had a.ppoints& & lat and 2nd I_:’Egg':‘:aya_mt and they were
now carryling '."“-. and that he was Eqi“ﬁut_‘“..gﬁt_f‘m. Company
started again. I objected to this proceeding, and I’

pointed out to them that F. Eamyarw still existed; we had

.....

been in the fight; we had bean a.way; a.nd now we were all

back again., I called on the ca.ptain af the compa.ny to take

the chair and ta issue his ordars and to put an end to this

‘nonsense, that we were & Volunteer Company .and not a dance
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¢lass or a friendly society. _I.&ftgr__ga;ma 51_1:_;1'1: discusaion,

. this was done, and McDonnell reluctantly left the chair.

Frank Hem_laz_:so-nd_ ‘l;q_ulk__ﬁl_zg chair, witﬁiﬂaga;_'_ Traynor and Pat

Sweeney as the two Lieutenants. From then on, we started

our drilling.
As far as T was concerned,, ths Volunteers only
§9cupiaq their at;gn@iﬁn_;n_;;av_igg__;a?lggﬁgia_atj’tlh?;r

Qolmpan}f;_ and I don 't know cf_azu,r_r_e{:;rga_.nisatiﬂn of I. R, B.

As far as I was udnger_ned,_ I don't know.,  Some m_uni:f;ha

gftama;-da; I was informed af a meeting of the old Circle-
the Fintan lalor Cirele, which I attended. Frankly there
was 1o forual business done them; It was really a
discussion &s to the various _'rrpgr_upegrg': _whp:-_ was out, and
who vasn't - and various questions Were asked.  Clues wers
. fnllﬁ‘l_??d-up as I‘!;o_?hc; was out and Whn wasntt. After that,

I devn;te& myself to Volunteer wdr}: all the time.
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