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26,2.1950, . .  GALWAY
Dear Jane,

1 encloae the signed apd.wiﬁnusaad copy of m& statement .Many thspka for tﬁe COPY«
I wroke tn'Bulﬁar thsoﬂ and. I enclose a copy of his reply to mw.qpa;tiona.
It settles nha Questiun,anytay.Hs did send out mﬂﬁsaﬁgprs.ﬂe Xnik uugﬁfhs does
not remember i{ he sent O Rahilly but thinks he ‘did.It mny now be possible to
- trace 0 Rnﬁillysagguggzﬁ out what messages he brought.. It is difficult to

believe that he did not know what his mesaages contained or that he tuld a

positive lie if* he did{?ut almost anything is possibleJif he did know what was

as wielf aq copate O W' clocurerts ™
in them and that they were not countermanding orders for Sunday's P“radfﬁrhf was he

- 8o upsast? and why did he change his mind about Hobson,? Wny did Jaa,ﬁanﬂarnnt
' ]

"~ and MacDonagh think that any such orders had been sent out? Is there any information

about anyocne else having been sent with such orders?
" If there is any answer to this last qusatiun,I will be very glad to gat

the information.At the time there seemed to be no daubt that this hwd been dﬂn-
before MacNeill's official order was sent out. It was a very satﬂuaa reason for

calnulating the pﬁssibla effect of going on with the rising.lt might have got to

places which MacNeill's order m;ght nat hnva reached.It would also give en impression

. of indicisiun‘ at haad-quartara nhiuh cauld not be totally counter-acted even if

[

MacNeill decided to'go on. -

1 hope yﬁﬁ enjay'Eﬂﬁﬁ;It ﬁb;lé bé wondarful to be &ble to go too«Finn?e glve
my kindest ragards to. Hacﬁhito nnd Joe Walsh,when you see them.
Ioura sincerely
Yon e .Y/
BUREAU OF MILITARY HISTORY 1913-21
BURO STAIRE MILEATA 1913-21

| No. W. 8.~ E&&?




TEN NEA LINE
e . ,
28.2,1950 T * . GALWAY

About & week ago I wrote to Bulmer Hobson asking him if he would mind answering a
few questions and he kindly consented to do so.The quuatims' were
I, Did he send Michael O Rahilly. out to country districts on the Tﬁtaﬁ;y of Holy Week
with countermanding orders fot the Easter Sunday parades in I916 ? If so,where was he
gent? Did he go ? | . - -
x- 2.When did he know ;c.hat- the ﬁiaing was planned for Easter Sunday ?
This is his answer. -
| Errisbeg West
2125, | Roundstone : 1.
Co Gn]’.uay
Dear Hrul Dillon .

On Monday and 'I'uenday of Holy Week I sent a number of peapla to different part.s
of the country,not to ¢ombamand. t.ha Easter paradu,but. to diat.ribute copies of the
dmmnt.’subsaquently known as the much debated "L‘mblin Castle Dncumant-“.I thimk- 0 Rahilly

- wks one of them but 1 da not remember what arahs hé visited.On Satursay MacNeill sent
him with ordera to countertmnd the Easter parades but again I do not know to what arﬂna -
he was sent._ A AT
- 1 first lmew that. a rising was planned for’ Eaat.ar Sunday on the eming of Holy

. Thuruda:,r.npparontly 0 Fuhilly"s two journeys to the coruntry have got mixed up in the
aceount you have runeivad Nedther l!aclloil.‘l. or O ﬂnhilly or 1 was aware c-:r the intended
rising on the Tuesday. . ' )

You need not apologise fnr bolthex_-ihg me.l am always glad to help anyone to get
the actual facts as fau" ;.5 1l can - -

| Yours sincerely

Bulmer Hobson.
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Joe Was in the Volunteers from the beginning., He

did nét_jnin the I.R.B. until Rsdmond's nominees were on

the Execulive,

"He a3aid that the only decent member of all these
nominees was Capt. Willie Hedmond, When the split came,
he voted against the Redwondites and from that.on he was
completely with the others. At one of the meetings of
the Provisional Committee, Pearse slapped John D. Nugent's

 face, because he suggested that Pearse had manceuvred
the accounts. Joe was delighted, and said he had

wanted all the %time to do 1% himself.

After the entrance of the Redmondites to the

- Provisionsl coﬁmittee, sub-committees were elected for
arms, uniforms and other activities of all kinds. At
"the nomination of these committees, the usual game was
carried on of each side trying to get the majority of
these sub-committees. The antz-ﬂﬂdmnndita section knew
that Redmond was only manoeuvring to get the vhole of
the Volunteers in bloca into the British Army. One of

5,  them, a man called Culkane even proposed & khaki uniform

= for a mctar~bika‘corpa. Jo& Was on the uniform. committee

, @md there was an anti-Redmondite majority on it, so that

they were able to defeat this and such like purposes,

On the Arms Committee, there was a HRedmondits ‘
majority, and the Redmondite cormittee 'thought that
they now had complete euntrol of the arms situation,
But Casement had already been au¢ﬁorised to buy the

arms “in Hamburg before th& Redmondite Zowinees had got
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on the Committee, That was why Redmond was so surprised
when the arms had actually come in. He thought =z _
trick had beeh playe&=oﬁ him, Yot hg_had to defend
the position in the face of criticism, while being

speechless with rage.

For about 3 months before the acceptance of
Redmond?s prupoaals his representatives i. . msmh&rﬁ
of the Partg}wera attending Volunteer re&ruiting
rallies’ without invitation, making speeches. The
local Volunteers were naving guards of honcur for these
M. Pa. "thinking that the speakers all represented the
same interest 1.e. -Irish'Nagtionalist. ..-.o-.. QOrders
were given from the Provisional Committes that no
addresses were to be presented to anyone and that the
only manosuvres to be carried out were drill and
training (i.e. no guards of honour). The M.Ps. then
tried to make out that the Provisional Executive were
trying to drive a wedge between the people and their
chosen representatives. Tom Kettle iﬂantified himself \
with the attitude of the Kedmondites from that on,and
completely adopted their outlook, When the split came
after Redmond's speech at Woodenbridge, the foundérs
and ariginal Commi ttes of the Volunteers announced, that
the experiment of taking in Redmond's nominees, had not
worked and that they had decided to-gp back to their
original position. Joe was delighted at the turn of
events, because he felt from the Eginning that the
position was a false one, and was turning the Volunteers
away from their purpose and e king of them a resolution
basaing body. I would say that it was early in-&ug.~
1914, that Joe took the I.R.B. Oath. Michsel Davitt
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was on the first list of Rﬂdmgﬁﬂite nominees, John
Dillon sent for him and %old him, he would be in the
ﬁasition of a puppat,éheying the instructions nf'ﬁha-
Party and that that would be the beginning of his

political career. Michael was indignant and refused.

ALl this he told me himself,

Joets first really important task for the I,R.E.
was the trip to Germany. He told me that the letters
from Casement had been unsatisfactory and that the fears
of the Supreme Council about him_ seemed to be justified.
He had been unable %o come to any definite arrangements
with the German authorities. He had told them what he
thought necessary to be done for Ireland and they had
been unable to agree to his suggestions because he had
completaly disregarded German interests and plans of
&ll kinds - political and strategic. On the other
hand, the groundwork for the agreement had been laid
by Casement, When the Garmagg;ggnggdghat the official
I.R.B. demands wers reasonable, there was no difficulty,
and. they agreed to them at once, Casement had asked
for a huge invasion force; he had idealised the German
point of view, and could not see that they might
reasonably éxpect that they muﬂt_ﬂariv& soms ﬁilitary
advantage over other plang,. When they did not accept
his dictation, hs completely changed his opinions of the

Germans , and said they were thinking of no one but

themaelves, Since Joe was free to leave home and knew
the I.R.B.
Fronch, they/decided to send him and to pay his expenses,
alreesdy

Also he/knew Casesment; they were good friends, and he

had a great admiration for him. He took the necessary

stepa, got his passport, gave out that he was going to
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Jersey for his health, had a _Bﬁ;qiah_ visa given him
i;y Anbrose jlia.gﬂ Kelly, ' Eo Italian or_ratiaa visa was
needed.  Ho thought he could.go direct to Spainm by sea.
I find that my brother Jack has the original of his diary
for the Jguméy, & cop;r-of_ wich you have, It shows that
he went via London and Paris, to San Sebastian; thence to
Barcelona, Gemoa, ¥lorehce, to Berne in Switzerland. He
i:ha.nged his name in Plorence to Jemes Malcolm. fhere was
no official dwmﬁ?ﬁ&r{hat. ‘In GErma.n;r he waas
introduced to people as Johann Peters. He saw Von Bethnanne
Hollweg once only: Apparently Joe completely satisfied him,
that he was dealing with a curregt__faplfﬂaentatiw of
Ireland;, <fThe Germans had had doubts of Casement's
credentials and distrusted his temperament. The problem
that then remained was, what was to be dona with Casemant,
Joe asked for orders from home, giving a report as %o what
he thought about him, His own opinion was that Casement
must stay where he was, It was impossible for him to
find any place for him to be safe except in Germany,
Casement was tubercular, was very lonely, and both his mind
and body were in & miserable condition,

Joe did not get back to Ireland until the middle of
J‘uly{ ~v7.heiwaited for a rapl,y to his report and hs
I 40 not think he did.
m:,r never have got it.// He travelled ‘bhome via Berne and
_l'rancia_ and exparienced mp diffieulty on the Juuma:.r. He
ﬁrqught back, in a hollow cana, a duplicgtp q::!' the Agreement
With Germanmy. I believe that before leaving Germany ha
ent
told Casement that he must ata;,r there an& heerangragd tc it

for the time balng at any rate, The firat day after

his arrival, being somewhat worried as to whether
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he had been right in insisting on Cesementts remaiming in
Germany, as the messages he Igad_aaﬁ; were in cipher,

he went straight to the Council. He came back greatly
relieved to find that he had been corract in his
interpretation of the position. He 8%1ll wore his beard
and muatuahq and he was amused to find that nobody
noticed them, It was & aﬁull imperial beard and the

moustache a eilky line on hia upper lip,

He atayed at home a good deal, not going out
except to meetings. He wae in very good form, having
drunk a lot of Bulgarian milk in Germany, which is very
agucj for 2,B. He had had bovine %.B. from his second year,
It took the form of glands and he began to -suffer from it
;q'rinus:l,y from the time he was 12 years, Wy mother
had taken him to Paris them, after he had pneumonia anrd
had put him to achiool at the MArist Fathers in Pasey.
Wile he was there, he developed tubercular glands, From
'that tioe until he was 18 he had many npura.tigna at ‘
intervals. He attended the 0'Ionovan Rossa funeral in i
uniform and drove in the same oarriage e Ted Elaahan. It
Was known 8t once that on Holy Saturday when Ted was told
that the Rising was on, he said he would mot be in it,
and that he went to America at the earlisst opportunity.
Searms 0*Connor was Teported to have gone in the same
boats

Joe Went o Amorica in September, 1915, again sent and
paid for by the I.R.B. He saw John Dewoy and waited
specially to go to Fhiladelphia to see Jos MoGarrity,
who happened at the time to be away from home, @0 he
had to wait some time inm New York for his return, He
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only spent ore day in Philadelphia. It was to
MeGarrity he gave the agresement and not to Devoy. His
purpose in going to America was to give the duplicate

treaty to Mcﬁarrity."

When Joe came back the gland in the cenire of his
right chesk ﬁggan to got Ercuhleaume.- He had to stay
in bed a good deal before and after Xmas. I wanied
help to look after my motherts business. éhe had gone
to America in September also , and was lscturing on
Oliver Plunkett for the purpose of gétting funds for
the Beatification. &he was not in Cumann na mBan, but
she had a Cumann na mBan uniform made and took it with
her, I presume she used it for her lectures. Josg,
if he saw her at all in America had no contacts with
her, and told her none of his business. In any case,
he would not have trusted her. Her conduct was
incalcubable and she had a.fatal habit of meking friends
with spies. She did not come back till a week or tuo

before the Rising and then it was to London.

Joe asked in Volunteer headquarters if there was
a4 man who would be able to take a job as clerk to halp
me with the family accounta. Mick Collins presented
himaelf to me at Tarkfield, He had been a bov clerk
in the P. 0. in Eﬁglaﬁd, then in a bank and then a stock
Exchange clerk. He had lived with his sister, Hannal,in
Iondon.  ghe was also a P,0, clerk, and he told me that
Hannah was the only one of his family for wWhom he had
any respect. He had just landed off the boat, when he
came to me. He worked with me for 3 months, and then
got'a job in Craig, Gardiners, the Accountants, He was

on joe's staff. fThe other members-of his staff were,
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Ferzus Kelly, George Plu.ui:ett, Jack Plunkett - who was
eniefly employed for messages, as he was very young,-
:g.x.zd Con Keating, and Tom Diilon and Rory O'Connorp as
advis;ra in chemistry and engineering. .‘.i':.:-e spent the
rest of the time ti1l Easter, whether in bed or out of it,
on military plans for the Rising, and on wireless plans,
He was a wireleaas expert. He had followed the Marconi
experiments from the ‘beginning; and had rade model setep
which worked. Con Keating was sent to him in connection
Wwith this wireless work, He had been operating wireless
Work in boats for several years. They made a transmitter
set, but it was not powerful emough and they were
afraid toscall attention by erecting an aerial ocutside

the housa.

Some people seem to think that the purpose of the
wireless was to get in touch with the German arms! ship,.
It was really to get the news of the Rising tranamitted
to the world, especially to America. They knew that
their own transmitter was not poﬁarful enough, so they
decided to send Con to c¢apture the wireless in Valentia,
(On further consideration, and after discussion with
Ma,jnz- O'Donoghue, I have dauidad that it was at
Cahirciveen, and fiot at valanta.a. the wireless was to be
aomndeared} Pnssi‘bl:,;.they were to use it first where

it was, and then to move it, Joe told me that Colm
O'Ioughlin did not Xnow the purpose of the axpedition,.
He said that Colm had been left out of everything since
he had failed to do a job he had teen directed to do
with others., Joe trusted that he would rise %o this

occasion, when he found out what he had to do.

Joe had the plans for the Rising ready, when
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Connolly wes persuaded fo come and discuss business with tie

‘Wilitary Council. Pearse, McDermott, Joe; and possibly Tom

McDonagh were at the deliberations which, I think, 'were held

at Fimglas:' I think Jack might know that. Thers was scomeone
else there; it might have been Clarke. Joe got out of bed to
go to the mﬂetingaﬂanﬂ stayed out all dey, returning very late
at night. This happened two days. %hen T protested that he
would éollapseh he told me it was allhrihht now; thet they with
difficulty.parauadad Connolly to discuse anythirg. He was very
angry.aﬁ firat, but they had come to a complete agreameﬁt and
Connolly had said afterwards: "I have besen beaten at my own
game”, I took itltﬂ mean that this meant mot only tre military
plans, but that the Council were &s anxious as ﬁﬁ wes 10 put
the future of Ireland on & basis of sbstract justice.

About this time, my sister Mimi was sent to New York with
despatches. 8he delivered them to Devoy and to her surprise
he telephoned for Cohelar and told him @ good deal of what was
In the despatches. This surprised Nimi, because she kmew that.
Cohialen wae met in the immer cirecle of Clan ns Gsel. I heard
her telling this to Joe when she came back. Her second
Journey, shortly before the Rising, was +to tell Cohalan that he
wee not in a position to be given any information from heed-
querters, that he could ask the Clan anything he wanted. On
her first visit, she brought back to Irelend £2,000 in a
chamois bag tied around her thigh. I think the money must have
been in bearer bonds or something - nmot in gold, because altho'
she sald it was uncomfortable, it was mot too heavy. AaAfter
she left New ank; Cohalan sent for my mother and steged an
act to induce her to return to Irelend. He seid: "I musi know,
I have a right to know". He seemed to refer to a parfticular
plece of information that had been withheld from him, possibly
the exact date of the Rising. He added, in order to put the
wind up my mother, that kimi was carrying & large sum of money,
and might be attacked. LShe wanted to know what Mimi got sl
the ﬁoney for. My mother had not the slightest nmotion of what
all the fuss wae about, but she decided to iravel home. She
wired from London to Mimi, but Mimi.haé left for America. Shé

)
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wae caught in New York for the Rieing end stayed there for
gix months with the Cohalans,

When it ceme to settling the exact date when the landing
of the arms should teke place, it was decided by the Military
Gbunﬂil that they must not be landed earlier than Easter Eunﬁéy.
They Begt word of this'ﬂaciﬂion t0 the Gemman Government and as
far as I can make out, the letter doing so wes sent through the
U.8.A. and carried by a ship's steward named Tommy O'Connor.
About this time Joe was worried about & message which he told
me was being E‘ﬂ{nf- by a man on a boat, that this 'man_-ti-aual:l."y
went on a boat which took three weeks to get to ﬁmpriea and
that he had sent word that-he ad been chﬁngad o a elower
bogt,. dJoe thought,. however, thsgt the message wmld arrive in |
time. From what Mise Jane Kissane has maﬁe-uut of the dates
in Monteith's end Spindler's books, etc., the letter dfd -arrive
before Spindler left.

Early in March Casement sent word to the Hilitary Council

.that he was coming home, that he wanted to be landed from a

submarine near Dublin and that he would setitle how everything
was t0 be done after he arrived, inﬂluﬂing'date of lending arms,
etc. and -he would send back word to Germeny of how things were
to be done (cf, Spindler, appendix, paéﬁ 244, My evidence of
this is that at this time Xoe told me thet they were mgetiing
all the trouble from Casement thaﬁ they had- expectied, that he

" was taking it on himself to be the leader, Tixing dates, saying

he was coming home and would land in Bray or somewhere like
that; etc., and that he kept on telling them that Germeny was
going to let them down, that they were not going to send an
army. dJoe thought that Casement made it quite clear that he
2till thought of the ?hluntéars a8 he had when Jﬁé had ‘been
in Berlin,as utterly incapeble of putting up a fight amd

thet a German invasion in force was thelr only hope. At
this time the message fixing the date nf'Ianﬂing arma

should have arrived in Berlin end Cassment's meesage seemed

Vgﬂ._
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to the Filitary Council to ﬁa thé anawer to thelir
message, that is, that the fixing of the date was not
aﬁcépted as sbsolute snd that all arrengements were .
thrown open to discussion again. Casement had said
several times that he thought that time would be
necessary for the distribution of the arms., I have

nc{' doubt that he éaid it on this occasion also. If he
arrived the whole thing was finished. He would have
bean impossible to.disguise or conceal. This alseo
maaﬁt losing the initiative. The Military Council

hsd never, from the start, made their plene oﬁ &
German invasion, end Cesement's obsession ebout it
never seemed reaaﬂnabla-tu them, if I am to judge
‘from Joe's expraafeﬁ views. .They were upset at the

jdea of sny lest minute changes or discussions’ of

plans. They thought it woﬁ;ﬂ be absolutely fatal

for the arms to be landed before Bundsy, or at leasty
more than a few kours before then. Lending s large

| q:mmit;y of arms from %ermany would have been notice

to the BEnglish that anmed'actiun.was intended and such
action would have been teken as to render the arms
ugeless. Casement's obsesaion about an invaaien may'

" have well been the reason why the German government

did mot regard the date of landing as terribly important
or he mey even:h;va told them that he thnught it would
be better to be early than late. Perhﬁpa they - were

just doing their best.

I cannot make out why Casement, im his later
message ihrough Berne, ssid that the srme were 1o
be lended on Good Friday, when Honteith says several
times that they two discussed the landing on Sundey as

settled. The Military Council dispatched messages by every

#gba:
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possible means to this effect, znd that Casement should
stay vhere he was, Jos told me that Casement ﬁad sent
several messages,that he was coming to lead the Rising,

and that he insisted on the arms coming haforehand,'didf“

E these letters, which came through Berne, are not available.

I always thought the Rising would take place in the
first week in Hay, as Joe had learrned from Von Bethmann
Hollweg, that a German offensive was planned for that time.
I wvas to be married on Baster Sunday, and I was dumbe
founded when Tom Dillon got his mobilisation orders on

SBaturday at 12 o'clock.

I had visited Joe several times at Miss Quinnts
nursing home during.the time - nearly thige w§eka-ha was
there, It was aboul & week before he went in, that we
had the -excitement in Tarkfield. The ‘soldiers and R,I,C.
surrounded the trianglé containing the house and mill,
The Liverpool Mlambs® got out their arﬁa. George was
their officer,*and we barricaded the house, Fergus
Kelly, Con Keating, Tom Dillon, George , Jack and Joe
prepared for a siege. After about an hour and a half,
the military and pnlica_ﬁnvéd uff; It was only a
demonstration in reply to the taking of a gun from a
policeman,which had taken place a day or two before,

It was during that time that the telegram came, announcing

ﬁw‘mﬂther's arrivael in London.

At the last big public maeting before the Rising,
about the end of March, vhich was held in the Mansion
House, at which I was present, Bulmer Hobson mede &
speech deprecating violence of any sort. I knew that he
had already persuaded Ginger G'ccnnellz:thaﬁ no military
action could be taken with aucéesa, without about 10 years

military {raindfgs:. A volunteer in the audience

48
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pulled out his gun to shoot him. A scuffle ensued,’

and the men beside him stopped him. There was silence
when Hobson ceased speaking. Then & growl arose, and.
& scene seemed to be imminent. I think it was Fr.
Urﬁ'-j_anagq.n that spoke next, and made everybody fﬂr.ge_t
all about it. Then Pearge gave a wonderful speech,
Thers was a scuffle outside afterwards, which Eamﬁ to
nothing. ‘The Press reports as +o demonstrations in the

streets are incorrect.

Barly in April, my father set out for Rome. Tt
was Joe gave him his orders, but I have no doubt he was
sent officially on bebalf of the Military Council.

His mnain object was to counteract the Statement of the -
British Bnvoy to the Vatican,that the Irish were
completely satigfied that they were democrétically
represented by John Hedmond, and had accepted Home Rule
ae a settlenment of the Irish éuestion, and that the
Volunteers hag n; mﬁ}al Justification, and should
accordingly be condemned by the Church, Ky father was
able to show the Pope, that this was not ﬁhe case,
particulérly by telling him, that there had been no
elactions in Ireland for nine years, and that the Home
Rule Act was not in operation as had Yeen represented to
the Papa, and might never Ea.put~into operation. He
told him they intended to fight for their independence,
and asked for and obtained the ble ssing to which all men
are entitled to have, vho g0 to fight for what they

believe to be a Just cause;

On his outward Journey, passing through Berne, ha
left two letters to be sent o Casement, one in the
a:gentina Consul's, and one in the CGerman Consulzte,

although hé had been o rdered not to go into the lstter
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for prudence sake. I had no iniu}mation as to the
actual contents of the letter until later, vhen Joe
told me on Holy Saturday. As to the discrepancy in
publiahed.&cécunta raegarding the date proposed for the
landing of the arms, I have no information except as to
what my father nad been originmally told to say,and that

45{9 n%a%?%%%%ﬁyfhanIf in either of the letters he mentioned
Friday as the day, it was certainly a alip on his part,
He carried no papers, he merely memorised tﬁa MesSssge.
When he arrived back in Ireland on Holy Thursdsy, he
visited various bishops, I think five, and he warned
them that if there was trouble in the immediate future,
they should not take any action ftowards condemning it.
In one case the bishop opened the door himself, and my
father said; *There is going %o be trouble, don't you
do anything about it.® None of the bishops he

interviewed condemned the Rising.

Joe told me on Holy Saturday that O0'Rahilly had
told him he got directions from Hobson, %n'gn to either
various
ﬁﬂ Kerry or seme district on the South coast, with a
jfﬂﬂ mesagggﬁg?ggég by Eoin MeNeill countermanding all orders
for the gunday parades. When O0'Rahilly came back on
Friday, he was told that Hobson had been arrested on
Pearsaﬁa orders. He went up to 8%. Endats, Pearse
opened the door and O'Rahilly drew his gun oh him, and
abused ﬁ?ﬁ. Pearse said nothing at all, and O'Rahilly
went away. Later in the day, Thomas McDonagh and’ Sean
MeDermott got hold of him, and told him the whole
aiﬁuation,far the first. time. He had not been told
before about Hobson, that he had héan opening leiters,,
d&fb‘ was fully aware of the plans fer—seme-time, and was )
takinglstepg to see that they would not be carried out.

They had not told O'Rahilly about this before because

-~
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he would have told Hobson that he knew it. TWhen he
found out that he had bteen carrying unsuthorisesd orders,
he waa very unhappy, and completely agree& with the
Military Council. The information contained in the
latter part of this statement was given me by Joe, -
partly in Larkfield and for ths rest in the Metropole,
wnere Tom.fmw fizned) and I visited hiwm after tea on

Holy Saturdey evening.

Mick Collina who was acting as his guard had
brought his bag - I think on Friday night - from Kiss
Quinn's to the Metropole, TWe were about zan Enurland
& half with him, Grace Gifford was not there, during
that time. Colm QO'Lochlann was to come in sbout nine

otelock. T think he came as we were going out the door.

During our conversation about the actual position
I asked Joe what was going tu.ﬁagp&n, and he sald tﬁat
they had discussed all the possibilites, Under no
circumstances would the leaders do the same as James
Etéph%na, and run awey, leaving the rank and file.
I knew that a week or two previously it had been
ﬁhnught advigable, that any individual man who could get
it, should have some money available for posaible sscape,
as at this stage it was thought that if the whole’
Military Council could get away, they might be able to
come back. After further discussiorn, it was realised
that if the leaders went, the whols Volunteer organisation

would he-b&trayed and go to pieces,

The O0'Rahilly was Treasurer, and at the time that
he thought it advisable %o conceal the money under ‘Ehe

hame of others, there was £30,000 im-bonde - (there was

2
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=1 éﬁeation_in the House of Commons about it and it came
out in the Commission of Inquiry). Further sums of
money had come in since tﬁen, and very little opportunity
had been got to buy arms. That money was earmarked for
the purposes of the Volunteers and especially the
purchase of arms and the leaders would not have
considered themaé}ves entitled to touch a penny of it,
The money was kept inlhanks in tﬁﬂlnamea of less -
Qrominént members of the Volunteser Executive. They
thought first, that it was possible the Castle might
decide to take no action against them, but this was
unlikely because it was now certain thet the mﬂﬁ on,
Banna Strand was Cesement. It was known that there was
very strong pressure from the British Cabinet on the Castle
to take no action. I} there was even & month of a
respite, the effects éi the countermanding orders-~ I
refer now to Bulmer Hohson's activities in this reaﬁect -
could be ascertaineﬁ, as no one had the smallest idea how
far he had gone., The second possibility was that the
jeaders would be arrested and interned so swiftly, that
it woeuld be impossible to provide against it. The
third and moet likely poseibility was that the C#atle
would deci@e on general action ggainst'thE'whmla
Volunteer organisation, Their only possibility of making
any resistance at all would be %o start first. Joa was
waiting for information from their friend in the Castle.
If they found that the Castle was going to move, they
decided that they would forestall them, I then asked
Joe what he thought of the poasible cnnseqﬁan@aa of
a.,ct!ual fighting. He said; "I don't suppose that any of
the German guns have been aa;éd“ - he had no details of

whet happened the cargo - ™"fe shall have to fight with

- .
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what we have and we ney capture more. If by any
chance, we can hold out for more than a ﬁeak, people
Wwho up to now have not joined us, would come in, in
increasing numbers as time goes on. If the German
offensive which wastimed for uay cumes'ﬂff, the English
would be so much occupied, that it is possible we could
held out one way or aznother for anything up to three
months., A%t the end of that time the Eneglish would have
tor make peace¥. I asked what he thought we might get
out of it, and he said he thought something like a
repeal of the Union, In reply to & gquestion ghout Grace,
he informed me, he had decided n9t to gaf married the next
day, as he did not think it fair to bring Grace, who knew
nothing about politics, into the Post Office. He told
Wy. fiancé, that he would be considered to be on duty in
the Imperial Hotel, and that he wouiﬂ gend him the
neeeésary inétructiopa; I should mention, of céursa,
that Tom and I were ta-get married the next day, We

were married in the Bacrisiy, as the rule about not

-marrying in church bsfore ILow Sunday atill held. There

were iwo G. men present, and the brothers George and
Jack, who were in uniform, and Rory G!Connor, who was not,
took great pleasure in putting them out. We had

breakfast in my mother-in-law's house,

Shortly after we got to the Imperial,” a telephone
mesasage came from my mother %o tell us about the MacNeill
countermanding order, which she saw in the Independent.
Rory O0'Connor came:in tbeq,tahd-euﬁ?irmegfgﬁat news, adding
that it was not settled vhat was actually going to happen,
but that as far as he knew, the Rigsing was going on next

day, at 12 o'elock,

From about lﬂ'u'clack on Monday, we kept looking out

e
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the window of the front sitting-room we oceupied in the

hotel. We had “a complete view of everything, At 12.20
& company off?hluntﬁara, about 100, whéaled round from
Eden Quay, walked up the street, ﬁaltad in front of the

G. P. 0., and turned left into the P. 0. We rocognised
Paaﬁae, annéily,_ﬂbnarmntﬁ, Willie Pearse and my
Erntherigﬁaﬂérga was with the Iaverpéol Hamba, and I
think they came later. Liam Clark dropped & bomb
accidentally on %ﬂgfhluﬁ teseelatad pavement of the
doorway in the centre, and immediately he was carried

away on a§atretcher; We wmatched thé Volunteers stopping
milk-carts, and food carts, and bringing the food into

the G. P. 0. At the same time, the staff of the G.P.Q.
began Yo run out, hysterical girla screaming, clutching -
coata etec, The tricolour was run up at the South fronmt
corner of the building and the recruiting posters ripped
off the pillars with the bayonets to the ché&rs of the _
crowd at the Pillar, I saw a man driving up, and getting

out of a car, and Tom said it was McBride. He was not

‘in uniform, and gave an impression of being casual, He

mist have gone on to Stephen's Green afterwards, He had
told Joe, that he thought h&'wouldtanly bring discraditlﬂn
the Volunteers if he joined before the Tighting started,
but he had got a promise that 23 soon as any fighting
started, he would be told at once, Joe haﬁ a long
conversation with him on that earliﬁrfﬂccasian, during

wbich he told him a1l his bersonal history.

They started to meke g barricade in Princes St, with
motor cars commandeered frém people gninghta.Fairyhuuse
Racas, When Rory came over afterwards he told us stories
about some of the owners - Army officers saying they Would
anplain to the military authorities etc., They then

started to make a barricade in Barl Stroet by driving a
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tram inte it. <The tram-man could not get up enough
speed around the corner to turn it over, though he
tried several times. It was at that stage that some
cavalry men appeared up'naar the Rotunda and the crowd in
the Street who were getting rather excited,started
running about, A number of priests suddenly appeared
from Marlborough étraet, and started %o shoo the people
off the streets, ost of them went, but a few refused
to go. | Then the Cavalry charged down the streatr' The:
&.P;D; men had orders to hold their fire- Rory ﬁnld'me
this- until they were opposite the building. But the
Volunteers could not hold their fire, some of them fired
before the Cavalry got level. One man fell off his
horsae, killéd by a bullet, e could see otheras being
held on thgir horses by their comrades. Among the
civilians was a tall man, dressed in black at the foot
of the Fr., Mathew Statue, He stood for what seemed a
fow minﬁtas, and then dropped dead,. A horas druﬁpad
dead too, and the rider ran off down the street with the
rest of the cavalry, towards tha.quays. I think it was
th?n Pearse came out of the G.P.0Q. and read the
Proclamation right in the middle of.tha street.

I should mention that Joe told me that barricades
were not intenqed as part of their defence 'plana. They
Werse simply intended to interrupt free cummunication for
the enemy, and racilitatq it for ws, to enable us to
eross the street, The tram T mentionsd, was still in
Earl Street and they put a bnﬁh'iqtﬁ it, but it did not
go off, They put ax_m'ther one ineide it, and Joe came ocut

of the G.P.0. and shot at it with his Mauser Trom about

30 yards. ' The shot exploded the bomb and smashed the

éﬁa
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chassis which now could not be moved, and served the
purpose intandad. Joe was always engaged in keeping
the efficisncy ﬁf the organisation up to standard. He
was never done reading history, in order to have the
theoretical and technical knowledge necsssary to avoeid
errora, and to take advantage of the conventional errors
nade by soldiers and governments. He made his plans |

always with an eye to the mist&kas the enemny would make,

The bomb that exploded in the tram smashed Noblett's
window, and the crowd started %o take out the sweets. _
Phey then started to break the other windows and general

looting.started, George came out of the G. P. 0. and

asked for civilians to wvolunteer help to stop the looting.

Some did volunteer and George handed them white sticks.
It was m use, The separation allowance women began

to gather in the street. 1They crowded round the Post
Office, and abused the Volunteers inside, throwing the
glass from the broken windows at them. They knelt down
in the street %o curse them, I remember one woman
kneeling with her scapular in her hand, screaming curses
at them. George came out again, and waved & vig kidife

at them, which produced some affect.

_ Rory came over to us with a messags from Jbe,§that

I was mot allowed to go into thﬁ_Eﬁat Office, there were
enough women thers, and that Tom and Rory were to go back
to larkfield to try and get the big tar still running, se
that if it should happen that things tufned better than
wags now anticipated, the phenol could be used for
munitions. There were all aorts of excitement in the
Imperigl, a c¢lamour about the destruction of property.

We got our bicycles and with a small bag strapped on to

-
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cﬁa_uf them, we cycled without any opposition acroas
0t Connell Street Bridge, along D'Qlier Street,
Brunswick Street, Westland Enw,'thﬁ Graen, Harcourt Streset
up through Belgrave Square to 13,Belgrave -Road, where my
mother-in-law lived, (she was a daughter of W. K.
Sullivan, First President of Queen's College Cork). The
bulk of uuf duggage was left in the hotel, and was of
course burnt with tﬁe reat. In addition,about £1,000
worth of property belonging to diffefent members of the
family was looted from %, Upr. Pitzwilliam St. and
Larkfield. TNo compensation was ever pé.id for this, as

Wwe were informed that our case did_not come under the

1823 Act,

On Tu&sdgy morning, we went to Iarkfield, and while
Wwe ware there, Rory and my sister Yiona arrived. The
st5ill would mot wo Tx,although the Glasgow fim was vorking
at it at the time. The Larkfield Chemical Company (Tom,
Rery and two sleeping partners called Supple, of the
glove shop in Grafion Street) claimed and obtained

compensation afterwards in réspect of this.

Fiona had come from Fitzwilliam Streat, wha-re she
was with my father and mother; and Dr, Kathleen Dillon, ‘my
sigter-in-law, and she went back there, Rory went to
his home in Monkstown, vhence he kept coming in to the
G.P:0. by Ringsend as long @s he could, The news vag
uniformly bad, and Joe told him it was no use bringing any

: ' the week was over and
more men into the G.P.O. When/he thought it likely that
George and  Jack would be shot as well as Joe, Rory got
his father, who was solicitor to the G.D.?E. o Write a
letter o some high official in the cé.atla, pleading for
their 1ives on the score of youth. 'Rory brought the

latter to the top of Grafton Street, and was asking a
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policeman how he would be allowed to get to the Castls

with his message, when a sniperts bullet aimed a® the

. policeman, nit Rﬁry in the ankle. This was Just after

the aurrender. He was brought to lMercer's Hospital.
He had a orucifix in his pocket, and the nurses baited
him for being a Catholic and a Sinn Feinﬁr, 80 that his
Doctor, Dr. Robert Maunsell, took him away to a nursing

ﬁuma in ﬁﬂaaan Strest.

Iy father had meanaged to get to the G.P.0, on
Tussday of Easter Week and had a long conversation with
Comnolly, who %old him that he would like to re-write
everything he had ever written in the light of what he
now ﬁhought. He talked affecticnately and enthusiastic-

ally of his comrades,

lly father was arrested on the Honday following Easter
Weelt, and my mother filled her handhaé with Woodbines,
and with this passport gat through cordon after cordon,
and gut to the vlclnity nf the Castle with a view to
making a row and gatting tha boys off. But she failed
to reach it. 8he was arrested next day, and Fieona was
sent %o us in Belgrave Road; Dr. Xathleen Dillon came to

us the following day, so we haed a full house.

During Baster Week from Wedneaday mo rning Rathmines
was cdmplataly out off from all other areas, and thera
was no question of getting out of it, Tﬂm and'I went
down every day to Muriel McDonagh's in Oakley Road, to
exchange news, Mrs, Skeffington was there on Wadnesday
and told us she was searching for Frank, who was missing
gince Monday. She told us in Muriel's when she heard
from Fr. O'Loughlin of Portobello Barracks, that she

might as well make up her mind that he was dead.

The night before Tomés McDofagh was shut,_ﬂuriei
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got & message brought by a private soldier, that it vas
thought her husband was to be shot. . She tried to get
a 'phone message to the Oastle to ask permission to see
hiﬁ, and Dr. Hennessy helpéd to find a 'phone. The
only one working was at Du Cros’ and they refused %o let
her use it. On the Wednesday evening Muriel came down
to Belgrave Road about 11 n'nlag%?ﬁith.har brother Lisbert
ﬁha had turned up from the British Navy, and was staying
with her, Fiona had gone %o Muriel during the week,
and left when he came, Muriel told me that Tomhs had
been shot that morning, and Jce was to be shot the next
morning. Grace had gone to fry and see him, and was not
yat.hack. Joe and she had arranged previously that if
he wag arrested they would try to get married with a
view to protecting her from her mntha;, who would not
allow her to exercise her religion and was trying to
marry her to a Protestant. Mrs., Gifford came down to
uriel'a and'hrﬂught her and Grace and the two children
Yo her house in Palmsraton Bnad? but she could not resist
making insulting remarks about l'omés. So Muriel left
and came back home with the children and Fiona went to

help her with the housekeeping.

It took me two to three weeks to locate my Tather.
One night after curfew two army officers arrived, and
brought me a letter from him from Richmond Barracks,
They told me they would call for me at 8.30. the next
morning to bring me to him. He asked me in the letter
for food, towel and soap. Next. morning when T brought
these things, f&cn&.and myself ware kept waiting a long
time in the offlce of the ProvosteMarshall, (ol. Foster,

Major Dudley Heathcote

We were inspected by Bedly-Heakedsh, the Intelligence

Officer. We met Fr. Augustine there, and he gave us an
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account of Joat's death, We were brought up tala
guardroom where my father had been brought to and whers
he was alona, TFHe was extfemely dirty and miserable and
his beard had practically 211 fallen off. ‘Affera
few days of bringing him food, he told me that his
dinner was being sent in to him every day from tha
Officervs’' mess. A few days later, I learnt that the
cankqaaﬁgaant of fﬁa officers mass.of the Black Watch
arrived in full regimentals in my father's cell and
asked were the dinners satisfactorg;r; mr father said
they were, Then the Cook said; ™I have a message
for you. Mr. Dewar t0ld - to say "Remember", My
father was mwstifiad. After Q lot of cogitaﬁiun my
father remembered that Mr. Dewar (ﬁhiaﬁay] was a
Jacobite, and my father who had met him on Tommy LiptonTts
yacht, had made friends with him on the basis of his
having deciphered and published the diary of an officer
in the Jacobite army. ¥Mr, Dewar had evidently
instructed a friend in the Black Watch to do whatever he
could for my father. After a few weaﬁa iﬁ barracks,
my parents were of fered deportation to ﬁﬁgl&nd and
given a choice .of two or three towns. The alternative
was continued imprisomment for both. My mother was
then in Mbuntjoy, where she was raising Cain, He
accepted deportation for her sake, He chose Oxford
because he wanted to read in the Bodleian Library. He
wan-not1adﬁﬂttad t0 it as the man to whom he applied for

MeCann, heed of one of the colleges and brother of
admission(/Dr. MecCann, the obstetrician in Merrion Square,

refused to sign a ficket for him. He probably could

have got someone slae to zign, but he did not bother
further,

During my firqt visit %o Richmond Barracks, my
father told me that- the day Joe was courtmartialled, he -
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s8aw him standing in the rain balnw. hipg window in the
barrack Bsiuare. He Iknew he was to be shot, and they
3 gazed at each other for about half-an-hour 'bafcra-.]'o-a

: was moved off, My father was weeping as he told me
this,

I have been praparing with a view to publiocation
in the Galway Tribune,an account of the circumatances
surrounding the murder of Fr, Griffin by the Black and
Tar;s; I had been living there since 1919 as my )
busband got a post in University College,Galway that
'year, I shall send the Bureau copies of the articles

if and when they are published. Tha sditor-kas at

Witness; mlf 4:) .

'BUREAU OF MILITARY WISTORY 1913-21
BURO STAIE MHLEATA 1913-2]

NO. W.S.




