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SEUMAS MacGUILL, MﬂREET 5Q., DUNDALE,

.1: I, Seumas MacGuill, Market Sqguare, Dundalk, herewith

make this voluntary and to

statement of the History o

. the honour of serving duri

the best of my sbility truthful
£ the Louth Corps, in which I had
ng Ireland's fight for Independence,

Relying absolutely on my memory without any dates.to guide me

I will confine myself to my own experiences, as I do not

propose to ﬂeg} with the activities generally of the Brigade

which I had the privilege
Commandant.

of serving as Acting Brigade

2 I was very fortunate that the impressions msde on

my childmind were made by

i»

two men with whom I was

subsequently to be very closely attached and whose honesty

- of purpose, bravery, sincerity and patriotism could never be

,.
L8

questioned. Both of these men are now deceased and Ireland

. even to-day and Co. Louth

in particular is the poorer by their

absence for they both died for Ireland Just as if they had

died on the Battlefield, and which would have been their

respective wishes. Their

Street and Patrieck Hughes,

names were Thomas Hearty, Bridge

Park Street, Dundalk,

3. In the early years of the present century I first

made contact with these gallant men and the occasion was the

12th July. It appears that on the previous year when the

Orange men of the North were celebrating the Battle of the

Boyne in their customary way, and not satisfied with their

usual cursing of the Pope,

they made g sacriligeous attack

on the Catholic Churches and Catholic Houses of Warrenpoint

- and Rostrevor, and threatened to burn them. The Parish Priest

of Rostrevor on thisg parti

. .outrages the Heads of the

7N

cular occasion called on vclunteers

to save the church which they did, and in Bpite of +these

Orange order deliberately allowed
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-their next annmmal demonstration to he fixed for Rostrevor.

To counteract this move and to support their
fellow Catholics of Rostrevor, an excursion to Warrenpoint
wag organised in Dundalk by the Patrick Hughes already
mentioned under the auspices of the Dundalk Young Hens
Catholic Society, and it was only when it became lmown %o
the authorities that such a large contingent of 12 or 14
hundred people intended availing of this opportunity that
the demonstration was proclaimed on the eve of the 12+h July.
The Steamer "Earl of Erne"-sailed from Dundalk on the Sunday
morning. It was customary at that time for Irish owned
vessels to fly the British ensign but on this cccasion for
some unknown reason the Union Jdack was also hoisted at the
stern, and before the Stéamer got very far out from Dundalk
Bay this flag wase® objected to by the said Paddy Hughes
already referred to, who removed it and threw it into the
water. ‘This caused a sensation on board with many people,
who although militant Cgtholies they had imperiamlistic minds.
Bumours began to come through to Dundalk that there were
riots in Warrenpoint, and that the Catholic Church was burned,
and immediately every man in Dundalk worth his salt was
anxious to go to the assistance of their co~religionists, and
to support their fellow-townsmen, who had already gone by
Steamer that morning. Transport was Very difficult to obtain,
and all horse drawn vehicles in Dundalk were requisitioned,
and it was at this stage that I first became acquainted with
Tommy Hearty. Passing Market Square, Dundalk, on my return
from drive with my brothers and sister, on a hackney car of
which I had charge I noticed great commotion, ang everybody
looking for seats. Tommy Hearty approached me, told me to
get the children down and ordered them to walk home, ang

Sk
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instructed six men who were standing beside his own already

- loaded Hackney car to teke their seats on mine, and asked

me to follow him. We lead a procession of 10 or 15 heavily

laden Hackney cars out the Newry Road, until we overtook

some brakes, wagonettes, traps and Mineral Water Vans,

loaded with provisions and passengers, all going to the help

of the defenders of Warrenpoint.

; 5 The pace was slow and tedious for the first four
mles, until we reached the waterworks, when Tommy Hearty
shouted back to follow him, as he pulled out to pass the
vehicles in front, and at the same time discharged two
revolver shots in the air, and whether it was the sound of

these shots or the excitement of the fast pace at which we

it

were then travelling, } never since or before felt so thrilléd,
\ and Tommy Hearty became a hero in my eyes. We proceeded
towards the Flagstaff, where our passengers alighted and after
giving inatruct;ana to me to take care of the horses T ommy
Hearty lead tﬂia contingent down the hill towards Narrow

Water. I was very disappointed at haviﬁg to remain behind but
as 1 wags only 12 or 13 years of age at the time, Warrenpoint on
that occasion in Hearty's opinion would be no Place for a

boy so young.

SPARY OF SIN FEIN - PADDY HUGHES.

L. Shortly after thas episode Sinn PFein was established
in Dundalk by Paddy Hughes, and suppérted amongst otlters by
the same Tommy Hearty. The Gaelic League which had been

. established for some time, and confined itself to the langusge
. movement only, Co-operated to some extent with the pioneers

of Sinn Fein by concentrating in those early days on the

support of Irish Industries, and Boycotting everyshing Britigh,

- There was no rivalry

S M

nor jealousy between these two societies
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and many people belonged to both. dinn Pein at first did not
attraect many members, but after some time, between lectures
and Ceilidhe and production of plays such s "Lord Edward
Fitzgerald" or "Robert Emmet" it attracted many boys snd girls
but the optimism, perseverance and sincerity of the Lesder
Paddy Hughes, was always a living force., The Gaelic League
at this time produced several plays in Irish ang formed a
small body of what was known as "Glee" Singe?s, who were almys at
the disposal of rural districts for concerts and their
selection of songs, recitations and Irish Dances helped to
rekindle the spark of Netionality which was at this time

rapidly dying out,

7 My two friends already mentioned made a Purther

]

impression on me when they both stood up in the Market Square
o of Dundalk with a 1ittle band-of 10 or 12, carrying an Irish
Flag to protest against the Proclamstion read on the
accession of King George V. to the throne in 1910:. This
pProclamation was read with all the pomp and ceremony with
which the British were noted, and the garrison then stationed
) in Dundalk ineluding the cavalry made a very imposing display.

Sti1l these few men had the moral courage to stand up in

FProteat.

g Louth at this time was the scene of party polities
and had been represented in the Bratish House of Commons by
the late T.M, Healy, who hag represented the constituency of
Louth for upwards of 20 years, but the members of Sinn Fein

already organised for a number of years but not boasting very

many members took up an attitude of non-participation in the

two elections of 1910, on the second of which saw the defeat

< of T.M. Healy, who immediately brought forward g Petition ang *

unseated his successful rival Mr., R.J, Hazleton, and geverals

Voters in Louth were disfranchised

S m

for corrupt Practices and
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-
L

-~ ;,f’” election campaign. Thas seat was subseguently filled with
the nomination of Angustine Roche, who only lived until 1915.

9 START OF THE VOLUMIEERS IN DUNDALE.

At the inception of the Volunteers in 191% the same
two men already referred to again took a leading part. Their
presence on the committee influenced many of their admirers
into the Ranks. Subaequeﬁtly this committee was supplemented
by} nominees of John Redmond, then Leader of the irigh
Pﬁrliamentary party. This move of having the;e supporters of
Redmond on the local committee did not please my two friends
wﬁo ba@ ne confidence in them, but for the sake of peace and

i uﬁity they agreed to work with them. Great efforts were nade ,

N to collect funds for the purpose of providing arms and

- ammunitiorn and 1 was personally appointed as g collector of

| the North Ward in Dundalk and whatever little difficulty we
had in getting subscriptions on the first week of our
collection, this disappeared 1mnediately after the shooting in
Bachelor's Walk, Dublin, on the occasion of the Howth Gun
Running, 26th July, 1514, when.the Britigh Regiment the
Sherwood Forresters shot down women and children in the streets
of Dublin, This shooting caused widespread consternation and
denunciation, and Irish reople afterwards were more Irish than
they had been r?r the previous 30 .years.

SFLIT IN THE DUNDALK VOLUNTEERS,

f0
Tpia new spirit was short lived for the firgt

great war broke out on the 4th August ang the Royal FPield

&l

Artillery, a British Regiment then garrisoned in the Military
Barracks, Dundalk, received orders %o proceed to Prance, I

an net aware who was instrumental

" £m

in organising a general gengd
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turned ocut en masse supported by 75% of the volunteers

including the Bugle'cnrpa, When th;s became known gs it d4id
immediately to the Irish Ireland members of the controlling
committee they demanded explanations as to who issued orders
for thialshart—aightad display of a waent of nationality,

. My friend Paddy Hughes was very fierce in his denunciation and
on one night at the weekly meeting demanded of the exiating
committee whether they were pro Irish or pro British, and
they were definitely pro British, A split took place in the
committee which spread to the parade grounds where over a
thousand were on Parade. These were eventually marched into
the skating rink and asddressed by some of the pro British
members of the committee who definitely stated they would
have no Healyite or Sinmn Peln element in the corps and asked

- the parade if they were mrepared to follow a new committee,
which was to be elected to replace the Sinn Fein members who
were to be expelled. This naturally cauged g split in the
Dundalk corps, Thig was on the 8th August, 1914. A1 Irish
Ireland members left never to go back. The National
Volunteers stayed in existence for some months afterwards,
and when Redmond‘s 8peech at Wooden Bridge ceused g further
8plit ang they eventually dieq out, but not before they
disclosed g blackguardly element who attacked the Dundalk

Town Hall on tne occasion on whigh Paddy Hughes was initiating
the irish Volunteers,

EFFORTS TO REORGANISE IRTSH YOLUNTEERS,

and it wag only attended by thirteen. News had g0ne round

the town that Such a meeting was in Progress and tne rougher

elementg of the

S

National volunteers were mobilised ang they
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. . rushed the Town Hall while the meeting was in progress
7 with the result that Faddy Hughes and Lis comrades were

' forced to barricade the doors, and were confined there until
3 or 4 o'clock in the morning. Some of them escaped out
through the windows into the Exchange Yard, to get to their
homes. This small number of thirteen was the root of the
little corps that left Dundalk on the memorable Easter
Sunday morning 1916. The recruiting for this corps was
vur& careful and very tedious. As an example 1 personslly
accompanied Paddy Hughes walking a distance of approximately
6 miles to interview two young men, who he yfayﬂ were of the

right calibre.

. /4. Dundalk was favoured with the Oireachtas in 1915
and was attended by delegates of the Gaelic League from all

- . of Ireland, and this was the occasion on which the amual
election of officers was to take place, and the younger
element of the Gaelic League many of whom had then bacome
officers of the Irish Volunteers of which Eoin MacMeill was
the G.0.C., felt it would be more fitting if he was made
President, instead of Doctor Douglas Hyde, who held the
position for considerable time; and whose help for the 4rish
1anggage could not be gquestioned, but young lreland was
moving and Pearse, McDonagh and Ashe and many of those
assoclated with them in the Volunteers proposed Eoin MacNeill,
who was duly elected, and although tnis election did some harm
to the Gaelic League, as many of the older members felt that
it was an amct of ingratitude to depose Douglas Hyde, it adiq
a vast amount of good, as it brought into the Gaelie Leggue

- many young men who weré up till then apathetic.

- /3. We were honoured with g visit in November, 1915,
from Sean MGDermott, afterwards one of the signatories to the

proclamation who gave an inspiring lecture on the manchester

Sk -’
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martyrs, and told his audience that these men set an example of

bravery to their fellow countrymen, who should be prepared to
make similar sacrifice if cslled on to do so. After this
lecture many more recrults were admitted into the little corps,
which was steadily growing, and by the end of-1915 had on its
rolls approximately 70 members who were being drilled in the

Jobn Boyle O‘Eeilly Hall, twice weekly by John Finnegan, now
deceased. .

About this time we had our first route march,round by
the Red Barns following which many applications -were received for
membership. <The success of the lecture given by Sean MacDermott
decided Paddy Hughes and his committee to go & step further and
invite ur.P.H.Pearse to give a lecture in the more imposing Town
Fall, which could accommodsate approximately a thousand people.
After many disappointments in our efforts to book the Town Hall
at Paddy Hughes' suggestion, Philip MeQuillan's application was
successful and %qF Hall was booked for an address and lecture by

P.H. Pearse on,strange 4o say, Baster Sunday night, 1916.

15 Our’ application for the use of the Town Hall for this

purpose -to the Town Clerk, Matt Comerford;" afterwards to be
honoured by the British Government by making him a member of the
Order of the Bratish BEmpire (0.B.E.), was refused, for what he
termed "sedition". An application to the Urban Council was
defeated on our further application,but on a special meeting

called by requisition the locsal volunteers succeeded in getting
a majority to support the application.

"0 FREPARATION FOR EASTER WEEEK,

The Dundalk Volunteers took over the John Boyle
O'Reilly Hell in Clanbrassil Street for training and Drill
purpofes early in 1916, and from early in Merch intensive
training was taking place there, Paddy Hughes was most active

and he made frequent periodical vieits to Dublin, It was about

this time that he informed me that something serious was about to

take place soon and that more intensive training was about to

commence. He also informed me that & military instructor was

coming to Dundalk to

This man duly arrived hs
. - name e&f Dgnje]l C"HGI'Iljgan. T
; M he evening ¢p
i * at

81ve the volunteers final antensifieg traaning,

L
- -
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O'Hannigan arrived in town I was introduced to him by Paddy
Hughes in my business premises at the Sguare, Dundalk.
Fortion of these premises being then vacant at the time, I
offered both Hughes and O'Hannagan accommodation for eny
meetings, conferences or.planning they required outside the
Boyle O'Reilly Hall which at this time was under strict ’
watch by the R.I.C. I was in 1916 an ordinary member of the
Volunteers holding no rank and was not then a member of the
Irish Republican Brotherhood. My business premises were,
huwe;ar, used for all important meetings and conferences of
the leaders and as a close friend of Paddy Hughes I was
trusted and got tc know many things about the Preparation
and plans for the Local activities in 1916, of which other
ordinary ?Dlunteefg were not aware. It would be no

exsggeration to describe my premises in 1916 as the local
GfHdQ'

17 All during Holy Week, 1916, the Boyle O'Reilly

Hall was & hive of industry as far as training snd other
preperations were concerned. Drills were held" gt different
tiﬁes each nlght to allow relays of volunteers facilities for
rifle drill and inst?uctiana in Musketry. A short time
before Holy Week a Volunteer accidentally discharged his
revolver at a drilling practice which wounded another
volunteer - Joe Duffy - in the hand. This accident was
hushed up and I have never heard it mentioned since. This

was the only accident et any of the drillings held in the
Boyle 0'Reilly Hall,

/9 At one of the impromptu meetings held in ny
Premises I was asked ny opinion on the aveilability of

transport for Easter Sunday. I expressed the QFinion that

the majority of the Hackney Car Drivers in
men with

Dundalk were poor

poor horses and cars which would be uselesas for long

Journeys ‘or fast travelling. I did promise to make
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ready with their cycles at the Boyle O'Reilly
accompany the Eagter Sunday parade.

7

10.

available all the hackney vehicles belonging to our family
business éogether with the services of my brothers (Joe and
John) and myself. Our transport equipment consisted of &
LANGAULET-
large Feugeot Lauwndeldeite 28 h.p. motor car capable of
carrying 8 persons, a 2-horse Brake or Wagonett to carry
16 passengers. At this conference all the other hackney
drivers were eliminated except Thomas Hearty an old Fenian
who had full knowledge of what was about to happen and
although an old man at the time was as keen on going ocut in
the Rising as any of the young men. 1In addition to Hearty
there were 2 brothers, James and Christopher Murtagh who if
not actual members of the volunteers were so enthusiastic
supporters that Paddy Hughes couﬁteﬂ on their services
together with a pony and trap his own property. This was
the total transport available to the Dundalk volunteers for
Baster Week 1915.

19 On Holy Thuradﬁy-and on Géoa Friday the usual Holy

Week devotions were customary in all Duﬁdalk Churches and it
was particularly noticeable how many volunteers took part in
all the religious exercises., The confessions om Holy
Saturdsy were attended by all., This aspeet of our Corps
preparation brought to my mind the words of the o0ld aoné

"That righteous men should make our land a Nation once again",

£

BASTER WEEK 1916.

a0 It was customary for the R.I.0. to follow all
rarades of the Dundallk volunteers during the Winter of 1915
and the early months of 1916, It was no surprise on Easter

.Sunday morning to see 2 localSergeants Wymmes and Connolly

Hall waiting +o
With the exception of
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our motor car all the other transport was lined up on the
street opposite the Boyle O'Reilly Hall. The transport
(1 Brake, 3 side cars and a pony and trap) would only

accommodate a fraction of the 90 odd men marching out of
Dundalk, The transport was used on the relay system and

thus gave periodical rests to the marching men,

1 got inatructions that my motor car was not
& !

»

required until 7 p.m. on Easter Sunday. It was to be at
Distillery Lane at that hour to accommodate 7 volunteers
under Sean McEntee who had orders to raid 2 houses where 50
National Volunteer Rifles were concealed. The hour of 7 Pele
was fixed as the Eime that general action should take place
all over the country in the original plans for Easter Wesk,
and the capture of the rifles in Dundalk was to coincide.

a3. The MacNeill countermanding orders arrived in
Dundalk about 2 p.m. on Easter Sunday. The countermanding
orders were responsible for the calling off of the rsid on
the 2 houses for the National Volunteer Rifles &n Easter
Monday .- llat GPmmﬂrford, Town Clerk, who was Secretary of the
Fational Volunteers handed over those rifles .to the Military
Authorities in Dundalk for their use. I have previously
menti?ned this man in connection with the Urban Council's ‘
opposition to our application for the use of the Town Hall
for Padraig Pearse's lecture. Mr. Commerford, for his
treachery to Ireland, was henoured by the Br;tﬂah Government

with the title 0.B.E, {Urder of the Bratish Empire} shortly

after Easter Week. ;
I
!
- 43. After the Dundelk Corps moved off on-Sunday morming

I had time to put our business affairs in some kind of order

Our business consisted of funergal undertaking,

' S

hackney work and
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2 licensed premises. My two brothers - Joe and John - and
myself were mobilised. My father was available and although
an active man had left the management of the whole business
to me. We had at that time a moat competent assistant
named John Brannagan who was a member of the Volunteers.
Brannagan had an accident to his nhand a few days before
Baster Sunday and on thia ;cenunt was not mobilised. On my
specific instructions he refrained from turning out on
Easter Sunday. He was conversant with every phase of our
business and I put him in charge. He expressed his
capability to carry on with the help of my brother Frank,
then very young, and my sister Annie, Annie was a member of
the Cumann na mBan and before Easter Week was engaged in
providing first aid outfits to the volunteers but on Easter
Sunday she was not mobilised. She also was very young, but
an essential and useful help in the situation caused by the

absence of her three brothers.

an. When I had the planning with Brannagan for the

carrying on of ocur business completed and had the Peugeot car
oiled, ;raased and filled with petrol, there was ample tlmé'to
relax, before the zero hour of 7 p.m. My brother Jokn and T
were together and waiting when Eugene Hughes came to me with
the countermanding orders from MacNeill calling off all our
previous orders for Easter Sunday. He handed MacNeill's
message to me as I was the only responsible volunteer
available. 1 had read MacNeill's message in the Sunday
Independent earlier in the day. I was trying tc believe that
the message in the Independent was a piece of bluff to throw
the British Authorities off what was really going to happen.

Doubte entered my mind. Thoughts of previous attempts at

2 0 |
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‘- Insurrections, '98, '48 and '67 crossed my mind and was this

;;*7 last attempt to be another abject failure?  WefEour leaders
now to let us down? However, this was no time for such
thoughta, Macleill's despatch ha@ to be authenticated.

This can be done by-approaching two welleknown Gaelic League
enthusiasts whose integrity was the highest and who were
both acquainted with HMacleill's signaturei- The late Miss
Angela Mathews, vice FPresident of the Dundalk Gaelic League,
end also & Cumann na mBan leader and the Rev. Peadar licArdle,
S.M., St. Mary's College, Dundalk. Both confirmed MacNeill's
signature as genuine and I had now no doubt of its
authentieity. The question of getting the dispatch to the
Dundalk Corps before any action should take place made every
moment important end to ensure sbsolute security in the

» despatch's delivery my brother Johm took the Feugeot car and
Sean Mcﬂﬁtea took another car by a different road and both

messengers arrived with the Corps sbout the zsame time,

45 At 2 a.m, on Monday morning the Peugeot car returned
from Slane. My brother John was driving]‘my brother Joe and
about 15 others were packed like sardines into the ecar.

When the car arrived John told me that on the receipt of Owen
Maclieill's countermanding orders, D.C'Hannigan and Paddy Hughes
on the road near Gollonm, held & "Council of War" and it was
decided to send a messenger to Dublin to find out if the
orders issued by MacNeill were aﬁihentic and when the messenger
was dispatched my brother John was told to remain with the
Corps and await the return of the messenger back from Dublin.

At midnight G'Hannigan came to John and told him thet the car
and any others who desired to 80 home in it should proceed to

. ' Dundalk as it appeared then that all the plans could be
consldered as called off. After the cars arrived in Dundalk

end I heard the explanstions a8 to its return we all went to

S
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bed around 3 a.m. on Monday morning.

ab . On Monday the town was very quiet. There was no
activity of any kind. The men who returned in the car went
to their various jobs on Monday morning. About & or 7 p.m.,
on Monday I heard that a man was shot at Lurgangreen near
Dundalk. I was told the man's name was Andy MeGuinness.
Thig man was deaf and had I was told ignored an order to v
halt when the volunteers were attempting to stop him. The |
first authentic information I received on Monday evening of'
the events at Lurgangreen came wpen the 2 horse-brake, which
accompanied the Dundalk Corps returned to town. A James
Corcoragn who drove the Bréke t0ld me that he had accompanied
the Corps from the time they left town on Sundey morning, to
Ardee and Slane and from Slane via Dunleer and Castlebellingham
to Lurgengreen on Monday evening. The Brake was used

during the long march to rest relaqs of men from the fatigue

of the long march. About 16 men could be accommodated on

the Brake at a time. * I was told that when the Corps were at
Lurgangreen on Monday evening about 6 p.m. a messenger

(Sean McEntee) overtook them and handed a despatch to
O'Hemnigan and Paddy Hughes. The Corps was then halted and

gll traffic on the road held up. The driver of the Brake

was ordered to turn his horses in the direction of
Castlebellingham and to continue travulling‘in that direetion,
The Corps with the Brake in attendance proceeded in
Castlebellingham direction until a sufficient number of motor
cars had been commandeered from Racegoers returning from
Fairyhouse, to accqymodate all the men comprising the Corps.
Then the driver of the Brake was~o£dered to again turn his
horsea in Dundalk direction. It was explained to him that

the horses had already covered a lot of ground and that they
were very fatigued and cowld only travel at

5h

a slow pace and
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- that the motor cars were fast and capable of long journeys.
He was ordered to drive into Dundelk and to pick up all the
pecrle along the road from whom cars had been commandeered and
take them into town. The Brake arrived in Dundalk about 7.30

P.m. on Monday evening with a full load of passengers.

&7 . On Tuesday the military and R.I.C. came to our
premises 1n Bridge Street to seize our Feugeot car. When they
arrived we had the car dismantled by the removal of the
carburrettor. They ordered my brother John to leave the

car at the Military Barracks. He repeatedly refused to do so.
The military then commandeered one of our horses and his

harness and used the horse to take the car to the Barracks.

a5 A body named the Home Defence Corps were
- mobilized on Mondmy night, were armed by the Military and
sent out to guard all bridges and all roads leading into

town.

L R
P

'1? Amongst the rumours current in town on Monday
evening was that Constable licGee, R.I.C. was shot on the
street in Castlebellingham.

L
L

20 On Monday eveming the Town Clerk (Mat Comerford) who
was Secretary of the National Volunteers, handed over to the
military 50 rifles belonging to the Nationalist Volunteers.

- Those rifles were to have been seized on Sunday evening by the
Irish volunteers. The arrival of Owen MacNeill's orders

prevented the seizure of the rifles.

4

21 The position cn Tuesday evening was that the town
was completely isolated; all roads held by Crown Forces. A

erop of rumours were floating around town. No definite news

']

as to where the Dundalk volunteers had gone or what had

- happened to them. We kmew that Tom Hearty with his hackney

. Sk ,
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car had accampaﬁleﬁ the Corps on their march from
Castlebellingham on Monday evening.

3. The men who came home on Sunday night from Slane
ﬁéra about 40% of the full Corps who marched out of town on
Sunday marniné. On Tuesday those men were in a state of
tension and suspense. They were anxious to do something and
the plan to do anything was not clear as no orders of any
description came to Dundalk after MacNeill's countermanding
orders of Easter Sunday. Some enthusiagsts conceived the ides
of getting to Dublin Ef'Boat and Gerry Norton, Foint E;ad,
Dundalk, who had a motor boat volunteered to convey us to
Howth near Dublin. We had gone s0 far with $hose plans

that we had collected pet:rul and pargffin oil and all in
suitable cans for the expedition and transported to the Ha?ey
Bank where Norton's boat was tied up., Art 0'Neill, John
Garvey, Frank Necy and others were actually awaiting
embarkation. USandwiches were prepared and ready. I don't
know who it was who initiated this plan but its organisation
was well advanced when our Senior Officer in Dundalk, Seamus
Toal, heard about 1%t on Tuesday. He came to our Place at
Bridge Street and not only did he countermand the plans but
he gave a severe laceration to all who agreed to take part in

it. Nemes if required. He deseribed it as hair-brained

and impossible to eccomplish.

33 . From Thursday to Saturday feelings of hopelessness
Prevailed. We were awaiting word that never came and Teceived

no news whatever of the men who marched for Dublin on Easter
Monday evening.

i4 The shooting of Constable MeGee in Castlebellingham
on Monday evening had an unfortunate and damaging effect on

public opinion in the town of Dundalk and district as

) he was
-y 7
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evidently very popular with all who knew him.
Castlebellingham was in those days very pro British owing to
its connections with Sir Henry Bellingham, whose two sone,
Captains Rodger and Edward Bellingham were serving with the
British Army in France. Those two young rnen's connection
with the army and their father's deserved popularity in
North Louth influenced nany young men from Castlebellingham
distriet to join the British forces. 1t was the relations of
those men who constituted the jury that sat on the inquest
of Constable McGee and brought in a verdict of murder against
Paddy Hughes and Paddy McHugh, and for whose arrest warrants
were immediately issued. Their names, photographs and
descriptions appeared in the Hue and Cry and a "price was

= Placed on their heads" which I am happy to relate was never

collected.

35 This inquest end the verdict in the McGee shooting
toock place during Baster Week and ,in Dundalk;had the effect
of turning sympathisers away from us and gave the people
opposed to us the opportunity to caast ridicule on the early
fruits of our efforts et Insurrection. We were referred to
a8 pro Germans end as men who were trying to stad John E,
Redmond in the back, and by our actions blasted all hopes of

the implementation of the Home Rule Bill then held to be in a
state of abeyance. '

36 Thomas Hearty and his hackney car arrived in
Dundalk in the early hours of Thursday of Easter Week.
. Shortly after he arrived in Town I had an interview with him.
. Hearty told me he had got with the Dundalk Corps to Dunboyne
in Co. Meath and that he was forced there by D, O'Hannigan

after a night's rest to turn back owing to his hofse‘a distress

and his own advanced years, He informed me that gt Dunboyne

& goodly portion o

. M

L the Dundalk Corps were together ang
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- proceeding in Dublin City direction., He seemed in great

form and spoke enthusiastically of our armed men marching
acrose the country carrying our Hational flag. He stressed
his pride in the fact that the flag of the Republic flew
S0 many days even though he feared it was fated to go down

against much superior forces.

77 The news of the Surrender in Dublin came to us on
Saturday and was received in Dundalk with mixed feelings;
feelings of joy and jubilation by our opponents and by

feelings of sorrow and disappoiniment by us.

ARBESTS IN DUNDALK, MAY, 1915,

. 38 On the 4th May, 1916, & round up took place of
many of the Dundalk participants in the Rising, The R.I.C.
and military made simultaneous raids on a large number of
houses jin the Town and arrested about 30 volunteers in the
early hours of the morning. Amongst the numbers arrested
were some of the men returning that morning into town on
their return journey fram Tyfbellstown House. Over 30 of
the Dundalk Corps had reached Tyrrellstown House near
Dublin City about mid Easter Week and after the surrender
took place they dumped their guns in a friendly house near
Dunboyne and in the early days of May were making their way
home to Dundalk in twos and threes weary and distressed.

39. On the evening of ihe 4th May all the men arrested
in Dundalk were removed in handcuffs by train to Dublin
and were put into Richmond Barracks. On that same day some
. 0f the leaders were taken from Richmond for execution in
Eilmainham, When in Richmond several of the Dundalk men
were taken out and courtmartiilled including Sean McEntee,
- James Sally, Denis Leahy, Frani Hartin,|Juhn.Quinn. At their

courtmartial 511 those were sentenced to death.

2N

Sentences
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later commuted to FPenal Servitude., All the other Dundalk
men in Richmond were, with one exception, deported to

England for internment.

#D The chief evidence against the Dundalk men sentenced to
death was the evidence of 2 R.I.C, Sergeants, Wymes and
Connolly. In feirness to Sergeant .Connolly I must say that
hed he been prepared to corroborate Sergeant Wymes' evidence
fully, many more of the Dundalk men would have been
courtmartialled,

A The effect of the execution of the 1916 leaders in
Dublin caused a shocked feeling of regret emongst the people
of Dundalk generally, including many politically opposed to
the volunteers. The letter written by Dr. O'Dwyer, Bishop of
Limerick to General Maxwell, refusing the General’s request

to the Bishop to remove certain priests in his Biocéae and
published in the public press was received by the people of
Dundalk with feelings of encouragement and hope and pride

and almost overnight a complete change of attitude took place
amongst a lot of the publie who were indifferent about the fate
of the volunteers then in British Jails and prison camps.

This was the first incident to show the British that a
prominent Irish perscnage had the courage teo stand up 4o
Genersl Maxwell, and Dr. O'Dwyer was hailed as the champion of

the weak and as a new leader of Irish opinion and became a

universal favourite.

L3 . Immediately after the Dr. O'Dwyer incident, badges

and buttons with inscripsions and photographs of the 1916

leaders especially those who paid the extreme penalty were

distributed and worn in great numbers €Specially by the younger

generatiocn, then growing into munhood and womanhoogd, Sinn
Fein songs were being whistled and

R

sung in the streets and
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several new Ballads were composed and published and becane
universally popular. Not only sympathy for, but an
admiration for the men who participated in the Rising swept
the country from end to end. Pearse's prophesy came true!

A new spirit was born! When the prisoners’ dependents'

fund Committees were established in many districts funds -
came rolling in, About this time Bational Clubs were
established in all districte %o carry on, under a camouflaged

name, the work of Sinn Fein,

43 It was during this period of reawaking from the
feeling of ﬂiapcﬁdencg caused by the military failure of the
Bising in Dublin and other districts that some of the
‘'volunteers interned in England were released. Some of the
Dundalk men were released in August 1916 and others came home
afterwarﬁa up to Xmas 1916 when the general release of

interned men took place.

bl Before I leave the periocd of 1916 in Dundalk
district I wish to give one instance of high personal courage
and sacrifice for Ireland which took place in Easter Week,

A men named Paddy Donnelly, a Tailor by trade, was married to
a Dundelk girl named Giarke. Donnelly was reared at Glenmore,
Cooley, and was a member of the Irish Republican Brotherhood,
On Good Friday night 1916, in the kitchen of Donnelly's house
at Riverstown g meeting was held at which a few volunteers
including Michael Ferguson, now deceased, attended. Mrs,
Donnelly was in bed in a room off the kitchen where the
meeting took place as she was exXpecting her first bahby and

she overheard Ferguson telling Donnelliy that he should not
take part in the mobilisation on Eagter Sunday on sccount of
Mrs, Donnelly's condition at the time, Mrs.

Donnelly on

hearing this came up to the kitchen and saig "Ferguson you are
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taking place, as I don't wish that any person should be
justified in.sayiﬂg tn*my child your father was a coward".
Donnelly took part in the mobilisation on Sunday and marched
away with the Bundalk Corps. Early on Mondsy Ers., Donnelly
became suddenly ill after the birth of twins and her sister
Miss Lucy Clarke who heard of her condition and was also
aware, through her comnection with the Cumann na mBan, of

the home coming of the Dundalk Corps from Slane on Monday
evening left town to meet them and to inform Donnelly of

his wife's serious condition. She arrived at Lurgangreen
about the seme time as Sean McEntee overtook the Dundalk

Corps with the message from Dublin to again resume thelr march
towards that eity. She informed Donnelly of the birth of

the babies and of his wife's serious condition. Poor

Donnelly was shocked and distressed by the bad news hé
received, but he‘infnrmeﬂ his sister-in-law that he considered
the call of duty to Ireland could not be ignored by him and

he again marched away for Dublin with the Corps, and did not
return to Dundalk until after the sSurrender, He actually got
into the fighting zone in Dublin before the Surrender. He was
arrested and sent to Frongoch Camp. Mrs. Donnelly and her
bables got, for the time being, alright. About early
December, 1916, Domnelly got a letter informing him of the
serious illness of* one of his babies who subsequently died.

He applied for parocle from the Camp and was granted it, When
the paralevwas due to expire Donnelly returned to Frongoch

and arrived there only to find that the general release was on
end returned home asgain. Mrs. Donnelly Subsequently died.

She had never completely recovered from the effects of the
birth of her babies.
b5 Donnelly took rart in the "Black and Tan War", and for

@ time was interned in Bellykimlar. He contracted 1.3, ang

> M
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eventually emigrated to ﬁustrali; in the hope that the
climatic cond@itlonas there would improve his health. He
vnfortunately took up employment in Australias as a tailor

and his health completely broke down. e wrote home to
friends explaning hia condition and ragr?tting his wisit to
Australia. We made a collection in Dundalk and raised
sufficlent funds to pay his passage home. We sent the money
on to him and when 1t arrived he was dying. The cash was used
for his funeral expenses, Donnelly's case is typical of

many other great fighters for Irish Freedom who gave of their
best in resources and self sacrifices to be forced later om by
economnic pressure and the disillusionments of the Civil War
years to leave the Ireland they fought for and loved, never

to see their country again.

AFTERMATH OF THE RELEASE OF 1916 PRISONERS.

&b After the Frongoch prisoners were released at

Imas 1916, the efforts at a reorganisation of the volunteers
were intensified, The successful results of the Simm Pein
candidates in the Bye-Elections of Roscommon, Longford and
Kilkenny gave a great £illip to the Republican movement
ganerally_and to the Sinn Fein organisation in particular,

The return of the sentenced leaders in June, 1917, aftér the
General Amnesty was the occasion of great jubilations and when
the leaders returned home their arrival in Dublin end in their
various home districts gave rise to enthusiastie

demonstrations of welcome and they were looked on as National

H &g
eros everywhere.

4. The Clare Bye-Election where E. De Valera captured
the seat had an asbunding effect. This Election which took

place at the time the volunteers were meking strenuous efforts

to reorganise provided an opportunity for the

S,

volunteers to
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parade openly in military formation, with many of their
officers wearing unifoerm for the first time since Easter Week
1915,  After thias election, rublic Meetings were held
principally under the auspices of Simm Fein, at which
volunteer officers made inflamatory speeches and as a result
the British made arrests in many widespread districts all
over the country. Many of the leaders released at the
General Amnesty were again arrested and all were confined in

Mountjoy Frison.

175’4 After these arrests the prisoners put forward
demands to the Frison Authorities in Mountjoy for proper
Frisoner of War Treatment and on their demands being turned
down all went on hungerstrike to compel the granting of their
demands. During the hungerstrike many of the prisoners were
mede to endure the ordeal of forceable feeding which resulted
in the tragic death of Thomas Ashe. This event caused
consternation and widespread indignation all over the country
end Ashe's funeral to the Republican Plot in Glesnevin
Gemetery-waa attended by tens of thousands of volunteers frem
all over the country. %he magnitude of the Ashe funeral and
the fine military bearing of the volunteers marching in the -
funeral procession showed the world that the British
Government's efforts to quench the flame of Republicanism

in the Easter Week holocaust was a failure, The organisation
of the volunteers for this funeral showed that the young men
of lreland could be organised on a more gigantic scale than

was thought possible or attempted before the Rising in 1916,

Gy 9. The inquest on Thomas Ashe which occupied seversl

days disclosed the extremes that British officialdem in

could go in their efforts t0 break up the Republican

Timothy Healy, K.C., who

represented the next of kin at

Sb\ the inquest asked for g Verdiet
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of Wilful Murder sgainst the prison officials in Mountjoy
including the Prison Doctor and the Prison's Board personnel.
Ashe's death caused such a penic to the Sritish administration
in I;slani that the Prison Authorities in ﬁbuntqu granted

the prisoners their demands to get them all off the

hungerstrike.

Y In the Spring of 1917, I joined the Irish
Republican Brotherhood and soon afterwards -got to know
Michael Collins and other members of the Leinster Executive

of that organisation. 1 am mentioning this matter here as my

~first meeting with Collins was soon to lead t0 an asscciation

with him which put me into a position of great local
prominence. I will deal with my associstions with the I.R.B.

orgenisation in detail later on.

5. Immediately after the granting of Prisoner of War
Treatment by the British Authorities to the volunteers in
Bountjoy Prison they were all transferred to Dundalk prison.
When Volunteer Headquarters in Dublin heard of their transfer
Michael Collins contacted me by 'phone and t0ld me to get in
touch with Austin Stack 1mmeﬂiatély.' He gave me a Dublin
Fhone Number where I could contact a Mr, Knightly, a newspaper
reporter then I think working on the Staff of the Irish -

Independent and to report to Mr, Enightly the prison conditions
of the men sent from Mount joy to Dundalk,

52. Following Collins's message I went to Dundalk Prison

and I learned that a new hungerstrike was in progress, as the
concessions granted the Volunteers in Mountjoy had been

withdrawn in Dundalk, On my arrival in Dundalk prison I got

an interview with Austin Stack, Terence McSweeney and Paddy

Brennan of Co. Clare, who confirmed that & hungerstrike .had

begun. They handed me g copy of their demands to the Prison

T M
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Governor - McHugh. Before I left the prison I contacted
the Governor. He seemed in a state of panic and he
complained that he was selected to handle a situation in

Dundalk Frison which might again lead to a tragic death,

53, On my return from the Prison I 'phoned Mr, Enightly
and gave him the exact position in the Prison and I read out
to him the demands made to“the Governor on behalf of tiae
Prisoners. I also sent M1, Collins a despatch on the 12 noon
train conveying the same information as I had given to Mr.
Enightly on the 'phone. A large caption "Sinn Fein Prigoners
again on Hungerstrike in Dundalk Jail" - in that evening's
Herald and in the next day's Irish Inéepenﬂen‘t concerning the
Dundalk prisoners, caused consternation throughout the country.
Later on that day I called on Dr. Gill & medical practitioner
in Dundelk who was also acting as Prison Doctor. I informed

bhim that if any deaths smongst the -prisc-ners 1n Dundelk Prison
took place the people of Dundalk would hold him responsibie,

SH I again visited the prison on the following morning
and there met Sir Thomes McArdle, D.2., J.P., a visiting
Justice to the prisom - who expressed his anxiety to meet some
of the prisoners' leaders. Sir Thomas was & local brewer and I
wa3 one of his customers and intimately acquainted with him,
He seemed agitated over the position in the prison asnd he
feared that another hungerstrike with the Ashe tragedy so fresh
in peoples minds would have unfortunate effects on public
opinion. He enquired which of the prisoners he should
interview 1n an effort to effect a settlement and put an eng to
the strike and I suggested Austin Stack and he asked me to
- ac.cumpan:,f him at his interview with Stack which I did.

o Y3 We got the interview in the

Thomas appealed with &1 his eloguence tp Stack to have the

> M .

Frison Librery, sip
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hungerstrike called off and that he would travel to Dublin
immediately and interview @he Honourable James licMahon.
Stack was adamant saying "We have already lost one life in
our fight in defence of our principles and rights and every
volunteer in the Prison is prepared to follow Thomas Ashe's
example 1f forced to do so". "Stack"™ Sir Thomas replied
when he saw his elnquenee'had fairled t“';f.nn:n:u. are not humgp" aﬁd
tapping the marble mantlepiecé of the fireplace of the Room
with his fingers added "you are made of stuff like that'.
Sir Thomas went to Dublin that evening to see The Honnrébl?

James McMahon as he promised,

56 In two days' time the firat of the prisoners in
Dundalk was released under the "Cat and Mouse hctt. His

ngme wes Seamus O'Neill then a professor in Rockwell College,
and now a Superintendent in the Civie Guards., He was released
as the Doctor considered his heart was in a bad condition!

The day following 0'Neill's release there were about 10 more
of the prisoners reieased—and in about 4 days following the
first release there were about 28 men released. Amongst )
them Oscar Traynor, Frank Henderson, Eamon O'Dwyer, Terence‘
MeSweeney, 3 Brennan.brntnera from Co. Clare, J,J., O'Sullivan,
Philip MacMahcﬁ, J.J. Walsh, etc, On the next day all the

prisoners remaining were released.

57 All the prisoners, up to the last batch,on being
released were entertained by the Dundalk Volunteers, kept
overnight and conveyed to the railway station with torchlight
procesaions gnd bands., The last batch released left for

Dublin., the same evening in order to attend the Robert Emmet

commemoration an Dublin the following day.

5e About 3 days after the last of the hungerstrikers

were released from Dundallk Prison a new batch of

5 M

Prisoners
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arrived in Dundelk from Cork under the leadership of a
man named Maurice Crowe. On their arrival in Dundalk
Priaén I visited them and gave them a copy of Stack's
demands. They ell were on hungerstrike. Their releases

took place within 6 days in sequence sgimilar to Stack's men.

59 1 have already mentioned the Peugeot car
commandeered by the British military during Esster Week 1916,
and retained at the Military Barracks. In spite of repeated
applications to the Officer Commanding the military and D.IX.

Forris of the R.I.C. for the return to us, the car was

retained in the Barracks. We were compelled to purchase a
Model T. Ford car and we deliberately registered the car
under the name‘g. MeGuill to cause the authorities confusion
as to ita ownership. The Registration No. of the car was
IY.10. We were not then recognised as motor owners by

the competent Military Authoraty under D.0.R.A. We ran the
car in defiance of all authority. Our petrol supplies were
safeguarded by the fact that when the Peugeot was
commandeered we had an allowance of 28 gallons of petrol per
month for it and we continued after its seizure to draw its
allowence of petrol which we concealed. When we puréhaaeﬂ the
new car we applied to Somerset House, London, for petrol
supplies for it and from Sogerset Hnus; we received a petrol
Ration Book for 50 gallons per month. A new regulation under
D.0.R.A. then made 1t necessary to have this permit

endorsed by the local competent military authority officer -
Distriect Inspector Borris, R.I1I.C, - When I applied for this
endorsement to D.I. Norris he refused to endorse the permit
but he told me he would do so if I should inform him of the
location of the arms ang gumunition” "dumped" by the Dundalk

men after Easter Week. EHe also stated that the autnorities

were aware that arms were 8till comi

> o

ng 1nto the country ang
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and that it was the duty of all law-abiding subjects like
myself to convey such information to him. He told me that if
I gave him all the information I had about the location of
arms I would get all the petrol I required and other things
in addition. I told him that we intenﬂed to run the car in
defiance of authority if our permit was rendered useless and
that we would get petrol supplies without his permission. I
used very stong language 1n connection with his efforts to

make an informer of me.

ho Shortly after this interview with D.I., Norris the
military garrison in Dundslk Barracks were being changed to
another post and during the short interval before the new
garrison moved in, I seiged the opportunity of going into the
Military Barracks with one of ﬁw brothers - John, and g

horse and remo?iné the Peugeot car and towing it home without
permission from any person. The successful removal of the
car from the filitary Barracks and their failure to locate it
was'tne start of a vendetta against us by the police
suthorities., A prosecution under D.0O.R.A. Regulations was
brought against my Patheredonn meGuill Senior-and my brother
John McGuwill Junmior, at the Rewry Petty Sessions. Our
Solicitor under our instructions demanded proof of ownership
and the case against my fsther and brother ,was dismissed. The
initial 4. on the Registration of the car éuuld mean any of
f?ur members of our family - my father, myself, my brothers
John and Joe. A second prosecution was brought against my
brother John and myself at Dundalk Petty Sessions. In the )
charges I was named as owner of the car and John was prosecuted

as the 4river of the car. Tne same defence was pleaded — no

Proof of ownership - but we were convicted and fineq nomingl

amounts in several charges. We informed the Court that we



Military Archives Cathal Brugha

BKs Rathmines Dublin 6 l

Ph8046457,

29. .

proceedings were pure victimisation. We were subsequently
arrested for the unpsid fines and removed in handcuffs to
Mountjoy frison. In prison we adopted a pasaive resistence
policy and we both went on hungerstrike and were released
under the "Cat and Mouse Act" on Christmas Eve, 1917.

Our attitude in connection with our efforts to use a motor car
in defiance of official authority was favourably commented

on by the Sinn Fein E;ecuti?e. Arthur Griffith remarked

that if the Irish people as a whole could be raised up to our
standard the country could be freed in 5 years by the passive

- i .
[

resistence policy.

b! The death of Dr. Charles 0'Neill, Nationalist M,P,
for South Armagh in early January, 1918, caused a Bye-Election
there, which took place on lst February, 1918. AS soon as
the vacancy occurred in South Armagh the Sinn Fein
organisation made preparation to contest the Seat. One of
the first moves made was the organisation of the volunteers in

many districts throughout the Constituency.

6. Early in the election campaign I accompanied
Michael Brennan of Clare and George Flunkett, both wearing
Irish Volunteer unifurma, On an organisation drive of the
volunteers., We started compenies in almost every Polling
District in the area. _Those young men without any previous
military training unﬁe;touk the task of orgenising and
training as volunteers with such enthusiasm that their
military bearing and discipline during the Eléction created a
favourable impression on all volunteer officers who visited
the area from Dublin, Clare and other Parts of Ireland where
thelvalunteara were then fairly well reorzanised,

Companies
were organised in Crossmaglen, Dorsey,

Sh.

Mullsghbawn, Dromantee
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Kileavey, Camlough, etec. All the leading figures in the

Sinmn Fein organisation and the wvolunteers f?un various parts
of the country moved into South Armagh. The late Harry

Boland was in charge of Newtownhamilton area. MNichael Collins
was in charge of an isolated area named Palljmnyer which

was by no means a Republican stronghold. When I met him there
he seemed particularly disheartened espaciélly when he made
comparisons between where he was placed and his native

Roscarbery in Co. Cork.

-

63. Coming on to tl’i‘“; end of the campaign the local
Volunteers went through an acid test. The Hibernian
organisation assisted by their Unionist supporters adopted
violent tactics to breax up and disrupt Sinn Fean Meetings, .
At 8 meeting in Crossmaglen on the Sunday before the

Election, rival meetings were called for the same time. Sinn
Fein decided to have the last word and the Hibernrans were of
the same mind. The meeting developed into a man to man'fight.
the discipline and elan of the volunters prevailed against

an unorganised mob and they cleared the large square of the

town and held their meeting.

b Owing to the difficnlty of getting Commititee Rooms
in South Armagh, Dundalk was selected as the centre of all

the Election machinery. Dr. Patriek McCartan was the Sinn
Fein candidate and a Mr, Patriek Donnelly a Solicitor from
Newry was the Hibernian candidate. I was éipointed Director of
Transport for the Election and as restrictions were then on
the use of petrol and nnE“Peing recognised as a motor owner by
the Authorities I hagd great difficulty in organising our
transport. Many motor owners who were sympathetic did not
wish to be openly identified by lending me cars so I hag to

resort to the subterfuge of mock sales by Pretending to buy the

> m
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cars, and giving each owner who required it a cheque for an
amount eqgual to the value of the car. This I believed would
protect the owner of the car if questioned by the Authorities.
Te prevent individusl iﬂéntifleatinn of cars, on each car
working for Sinn Fein I put plates bearing my own Registration
Humber IY.10. immédiamely the car was handed over to me.

bs On the 29th January, 1918, my brother John and
myself were grrested as we had not reported ag was required by
the police under the "Cat and Mouse Act".. The real reason
for our arrests was an attempt to disrupt the transport
organisation for the Election. We were taken to Dundalk
Prison where we immediately went on hungerstrike. Mr.

De Valera who was in Dundalk was very much annoyed by our
arrest at such a critical stage as he feared a flop in the
transport organisation for the Election. He instructed
Austin Stack to call at the prison and ask us for our
permission to gllow the fines to be paid and so effect our
release and have us available for polling day. This we
emphatically refused to allow. We pointed out to Stack that

our doing so would have a very detrimental effect on local

"opinion. Stack recognised our view point as sound snd

appreciated ocur attitude. He then questioned me on the risk

to us of haviﬁg'eur Registration Number IY.10 on all the

cars working at the Election and quoted Mr., De Valers as having
said it was unfair for any individual +o carry such
responsibility which was proper for the organisation to bear,
Stack asked me for my permission to have the Registration No,
I,R. 1916 substituted for Registration No. IY.10 on all the
cars inecluding our own to whieh I agreed. All drivers of cars
working for Sinn Fein at the Election were supplied with
Drivers! Licenees‘issued by the Sinn Fein organisation and
Signed E, De Valera. The Registratién o. I.ER.

S M

1916 appeared
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on all our cars in the South Armagh Election and also at

iwo subsequent Bye-Elections - East Tyrone and East Cavan.

b6 We were released from Dundalk Frison on the
morning -of the declaration of the Poll, 2nd February, 1915,
aftter 4 days' hungerstrike, and we immediastely went to
Newry where the count of votes was taking place, to get the
result which was disappointing as our candidate was defeated.
The Election however, served good Mational purposes as it
introduced into the Constituency which was a Hibernien
stronghold, a vigorous Sinn Fein organisation which from
the election onwards increased in numbers and was able in
1920 to obtain a majority in the Local Govermment elections
over both the Hibernian and Unaonist partiea. The Voluntker
organisation which sprung out of the Election increased in

- nombers. Ag 1 said before the volunteers who Jjoined up for the
election were subjected to an acid test and came through it
splendidly. Those men and the later recruits who Jjoined up
after the Election although small in numbers when compared to
areas in the South, gave a splendid account of themselves
in the Black and Tan war.

57- A8 the cars used in the Election up to the eve of
the poll carried the Registration No, IY.10 the police of the
different districts nad instructions to take note of the time
and place where the Registration No., IY.10 appeared. After the
Election I got a sheaf of Summonses, 45 in all for offences
commi tted in different parts of the constituency. An
examination of the Summonses disclosed that the same Registratio
Number appeared at the Same approximate time in placEBAEO miles
apart. After service of the Summonges I brought them o

. Dublin and showed them at the Sinn Fein Headquarters for their
advice as to the action I should take up in Gourt in defending

8ame. I was interviewed at Heasdquarters by Austin Stack who

S
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informed me that he believed that my case was a good
opportunity for effective propaganda. He started to outline
for me a plan of procedure, then he halted and said that the
case was 80 important that he would keep the Summonses and
have Counsel's opinion before he would give me any advice.
Eventually he returned to me the Summonses., His advice was
that I should conduct my own deferfce and proceeded +o glve

explicit instructions.

%4 He segregated the Summonses into 3 headings, "A",

"B" and n"CW, "A" heading contained 19 Summonses in which
£here were*techniéal errors and were "bad on the face" and

that on pointing this out to the Bench I was entiﬁlad.tc an
immediate dismissel. Heading "B" contained 11 summonses where
I was charged with useing a Luné) motor car contrary to the
Defence of the Realm Aet which according to Stack was also
wrong in Law as D.O.R.A. did not prohibit the use of a car

it only prohibited the use of petrol outside specified
regulations, The 15 remaining Summonses were 4o be fought

out 1ndiv1dua%ly by questioning Witnesses as to whether they
had tested the fluid in the petrol tank and in no case was this
done. Another point he advised I should bring out in my eross-
exapination was how a car of a particular Registration Number
could be in Crossmaglen at 10.45 and be in Poyntz Pass at

10.50 a.m. 20 miles apart, on the same day. Another point he
wished me to bring out was the fact that I wes arrested early
on the morning of the 29th January and all those offences were
claimed to have been comzitted on the 29th, 30th and 31st
Janvary, whilst I was g rrisoner and I was to cross-examine the
policemen who were Present at my arrest as to %hat opportunity
was given toc me on the morning of my arrest to lock my car or
cars. He further instructed me thet for the purpose of causing

inconvenience and expense to the police authorities I was to

S.AN
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demand from the D.I. in Court as soon as the cases wers

called the Fiat giving authority to the D.I. to prosecute,
which 1n 99 cases out of 100 was not produced in Court and

its absence would cause the D.I, embarrassment and he would
probably ask for an hour's adjournment to produce the
Dogument. Such an aﬁauu;nment I was strongly to chgecyftb L.
and ask for a decision on the merits., I was to point out

that I was a busy man who had to attend the Court at

great inconvenience and if there was any adjourmment it should
be for a week. This was what really happened; the Fiat

was not in Court and I got a week's adjournment.

69. When the cases eventually came up for hearing and
the fiat produced I was to make a statement which I had

memorised and was as follows:-

%0 "Whilst not recognising the right of tnis Court

to try me on this or any ‘other charges I put the onus on

the Bench to sift those Summonses to their very foundation
for I will prove with ri to _crosg-examine w itnesses
which I demand, that those were cases brought against me in a
spirit of vindictiveness, are clear cases of victimisation for
the failure of the District Inspector to bribe me to become a
common informer and a traitor to the organisation of the Irish
volunteers to which I have the honour to belong., I challenge
the Digtrict Inspector in this open Court to deny that he

offered me unlimited petrol for information concerning the

volunteers®,

s I carried out all Stack's instructions and succeeded
in getting "dismiss® in all the cases sgainst me. The Coprt
was crawded-and the‘pcliqp authorities were hela up to
ridicule and I was hailed as @ budding Tam Healy. Those cases

ended the civil proceedings for petrol of fences against us,

S m
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The Authorities took s more drastic step later on as we
.continueﬂ to run cars in defiance of the Regulations until

the& were finally commandeered by the Military Authorities,

ﬁﬁ% After the South Armagh election the British
Authorities got active in rounding up men who did not report
under the "Cat and Mouse Act". The first of those prisoners
to arrive in Dundalk Jail was the same Seamus O'Neill who was
the first hungerstriker released féam Dundalk Prison. The
next to arrive was Ml. Brennan and he was accompanied by
Sean Tracy, afterwards one of the most distinguished officers
in the I.R.ﬁﬁtha had received a sentence of 12 months for
N some military offence. On their arrival in the prison those
. men went on hungerstrike for the original demands. I
interviewed the hungerstrikers in the prison daily even when
A they were removed to the prison hospital. I also interviewed
Dr. Gill who informed me that any recommendetion to release
made by him must first be sent on to the Prison's Board and he
personally was of opinion that the Autherities would not agsin

release men taking part in bungerstriking.

73 This information was conveyed by me to G.H.,Q. The

local volunteers who, not wishing to see those men die on

hungerstrike contemplated uréanislng an escape for them from

the Prison. Flens for the escape or rescue from the Prison

was submitted by me in Dublin to G.H.Q. on the 10th day of the

strike. M1, Collins informed me that negotiations between
THE Hen-

j J\\ H.Q. and E:trdJamea McMahon, Under Secretary for Ireland, were
going on about the three men on hungerstrike in Dundalk and
that a decision would be arrived at within 24 hours, In the -
meantime H.Q. were opposed to any action that might lead to

. hlnads%ed. I was told that Arthur Griffith was of the opinion
that any activity of the vVolunteers which

. might cause bloogd shed

';gjéf precipitate conseription for Ireland which was then g
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critical problem. I came home from Dublin disappointed.

On the 12th day of the hungerstrike it was called off by
G.H.Q. I am uneware of the terms offered the hungerstrikera,
Prisoners arrested suhaequentiy and confined in Dundalk
Prison including those re-arrested under the "Cat and Mouse

Act" were not obliged to go on hungerstrike.

Y& A new batch of prisoners arrived in Dundalk shortly
after the end of the hungerstrike by 0'Neill, Brennan and
Tracy ineluding many of those prE?iuuaiy released under the
"Cat and Mouse Act" in the previous October and Dermot Lynch
Sinn Pein Food Gcnfrnller who had been sentenced to 12 months
for intercepting a congignment of live pigs at the North
Wall, Dablin, en route for England. He had the pigs
slaughtered and distributed to pork butchers whose supplies
were much curtailed owing to the unrestricted export of pigs
to Englana this export taking place whiist our home
population were in want, A repetitian of 1847 could have
occurred but for this very timely action. In a few weeks
time the Jeil filled up to its full capacity and about 90
Republicgn pPrisoners were in Dundalk. «whis great inerease in
the population of the Prigon was due to the fact that when
drilling of volunteers in obedience of g G.H.Q. order had
taken place in many parts of the country which led to the
arrest of the officers drilling the men. Those officers when

charged were sentenced to terms of 1mprisonment varying from

6 months up to 2 years,

¥5 When the Dundalk Volunteers held their parade in
obedience to the order for open drilling, Frank Thornton was

in charge of the parade wearing uniform. A few days after the

barade, lhornton and about 10 others of the Dundalk volunteer

officers were arrested ip Dundalk.  Thornton was tried by

courtmartigl in Belfast for this off

=~ :

ence and Tegeived g
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sentence of 12 months imprisonment. At his courtmartial
Thornton made a fine speech in which he stated that he was
recognising no law in this country except the Law of God and
the Law of the Republic established in 1916. The other

Dundalk volunteers arrested with Thornton were removed to
Hountjoy and were subsequently brought back to Dundalk end
tried before a Crimes Court presided over by two Resident
Magistrates. Amongst the men tried was the late P.J. Berrill
who made a most inflammatory speech from the Dock., All the

men were sentenced to a short term of imprisonment. After the
trial when the Prisoners were being removed to the station

en route to Mountjoy there was a spontaneous mobilisation of the
volunteers (and in addition non-volunteers who formed up with
the volunteers) gll paraded as an escort to the prisoners.
Jemmie Toal - then 0.C. of the Dundalk Volunteers - who up to
then was unknown to the British Authorities as he was g quiet-
unessuming man with no ambition for the limelight, was obliged
to take charge as were all other Compeny foicarﬁ to assist
him in this huge march or procession to the railway station.
This demonstration led to the arrest of a further bateh of
volunteers which included Jemmie Toal and every Company Officer
and Section Commander in Dundalk srea.

76 When the names of the men arrested in Dundalk

appeared in the Dublin papers the following day, I received a
‘phone message from Dublin requesting me to go there imnedigtely.
I travelled to Dublin and met Hichael Collins and was

instructed by him to take charge of the volunteers in Dundalk
Area, pro tempore, and that I was to £ill all officer

vacancies caused by arrests and to keep f1lling all future
vacancies that might occur as further arrests were likely,

Collins told me that I should not make myself conscpicuous in

order to avoid arrest myself, Those arrests ang Collinsg®

5 M
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- instructions to me' propelled me from the position of an
ordinary volunteer into the position of being for the time
being 0.C. of the Dundalk Area, Thus at a time of crisis I
had to assume & responsibility which I did not seek and for
which I had little training or experience,
77 The danger of conscription for Ireland caused a
big influx of recruits into the Volunteers. Our numbers in
Dundalk rose so rapidly that I had to divide the volunteers
in the town into three Comranies, Those new units were as
folluwa:—
A. Company - Capt.Joseph McGuill 1916 Service.
B. " " M. 0'Cagllaghan " "
) c. ® " Prilip MeQuillan " "
. The following Companies were organised in North
Louth:
Ravensdale Capt. Thomas Csllan
Cocley : " Michael Ferguson
Omeath ! Paddy Oaks
Brig-a-Crin " Mat., Lynch.
Kilcurry - " Peddy Hughes
Shellagh "  Thomas Luckey
Blackrock ' " Joe Cotter
EKnockbridge " Joe McKenna
Killanny ] Frank Byrne
Inniskeen n Owen Meegan '
Louth " P, Murtagh
(Killanny and Inniskeen are on the borders of Co. Monaghan),
- ¢ Those Dundalk aend North Louth Companies ;n'.th the
e . others I have slready mentioned as being organised in South

Armagh were recognised at G.H.Q. as s Brigade Area.

Sh
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79 About March, 1918, conscription for Ireland
appeared imminent and headquarters lnstructed me to procure
for them certain information, principally the location and
gtrength of all enemy outposts and blockhouses on the
reilway line from Drogheda to Gorasghwood Station along the
Great Northern Railway line and also the strength of the
garrisons in all military and police barracks in my area.

I procured the major part of the required information from
Company Officers but as the railway line did not always run
throughhorganisaﬁ Company Areas, I got my brother Joe
specially on this part of the work and he supplied me with
full particulars. When making his report to me he signed
it "Capt. J, HeGuill". After I recelved the various reports
on this matter I condensed the materisl into my report to
G.H.Q. and filed the original reports for future reference

by the Brigade.

£o One of the original demands mgie by Stack at the
time of the Ashe tragedy was the right of daily visits for
rrisoners of war. To ensure that each of the prisoners in
Dundalk Prison who required a vasit should get one‘I made
out a 1ist of all prisoners and handed the list to the
Dundalk Cumann na mBan., The Cumann na mBan officers in
Dundalk at this time were :

Angela Mathews (Decd.)

Maura McHugh (Now Mrs, O'Hagan),

Maura Mandeville (Now Mrs, Nicholls).
The Cumann na mBan were to Organise systematic visits for all
Prisoners who were not getting visits from their own friends

or relatives. I reserved to myself visits to Austin Stack
and Dermot Lynch. Mrs.
in

Terence MecSweeney had come to regide
Dundalk for the pPurpose of visiting her husbangd the later

martyred Lord Mayor of Cork. She stayed in Dundalk with

ngjjfieran now Mrs, Pegdar Halpin, Mrs. Seamus O'Neill,u, A.
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- wife of Seamus O'Neill of Rockwell College, already referred
to, also took up residence in Dundalk to be near her husbend.
I obtained a permit from the Governor of Dundalk Prison
which would admit me and two others at any time we
desired a visit to a prisoner (this permit is still in
existence and will be masde available for reproduction

purposes).

g My visits to prisoners were generally made in the
aftern?nns. Mrs. MecSweeney called on me one forencon and
told me that I should go to the prison imnediately and get a
vigit to Dermot Lynch. This I dad and during the visit
Lynch told me he had been served with a deportation order
that morning. The British had found out that he was an
American subject and had decided to deport him to U.S,A.
- Be handed me two letters for immediate delivery in Dublin,
One of the letters was addressed to G.H.Q. and the other to a

young lady. I can't now remember her nsme. She was Lynch's

-

Fiancée,

23. I proceeded to Dublin and went to the Mansion House
where a meeting was in progress convened for the purpose of
getting all political parties 1n the country unitaﬂ‘in a
determination to resist conscription by all thne resources of a
united people. After the meeting I met Arthur Griffith and
' Ezmonn De Valera and they told me to take the G.H,Q. letter to
6 Harcourt Street, which I did, 1 then took the other letter
to.the young lady's address. This letter contained the
information of Lynch's early deportation and expressed his
strong desire to be married to her before the deportation order
became effective. The letter Pointed out that the marriage
. ceremony would give her the status of an American Citizen gna

as the wife of a deportee she could claim the right to travel
%o America with her husband,

>4

The letter also instructed her to
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gsee her clergy and make all arrangements for the marriage
to take place 1n the prison. The letter glso stressed the
urgency ©f the matter as he expected to be deported within a

few days.

23 The day I called on the young lady was a Friday.
The young lady, a lady friend and & friest srrived in Dundalk
on the following Monday evening and reported to me on arrivsl.
The priest, whose name I have forgotten, had to call on the
local administrator Hev. James McEeown (decd.) later Canon
UcKeown, for facul ties: to perform the marriage in Dundalk
perish. The late Cardinal Logue was Parish Priest of
Dundalk and Fr. McKeown was his administrator.

Pis In order th%t ne suspicion of what was to take
place would be aroused it was arranged that the two ladies
and the priest would arrive at the prison at 10 a.m. the
gppointed hour for visits on Tuesdey morning. I accompanied
them to ensure that no other visits wounld take place at the
same time. They were to ask for visits to 3 Prisoners one of
course being Dermot Lynch and the other two were I think
Oscar Traynor and Frank Henderson. The procedure of visits
allowed three prisoners to see friends at the same time in
thé same visiting room which contained a low barrier s Warder

being of course present.

- * As soon as the visit commenced the young lady who
acted as bridesmaid and one of the prisonera started an
ennimated conversation with the Warder and kept his attention
mach occupied. The priest, the bride end the groom and his
fellow prisoner who acted as best man formed another group,
and the priest was able to have the Mﬁrriage Service reag

and the ceremony completed without attracting the Warder's

attention, The Warder's name was Furey and at the completion
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of the ceremony he realised what had taken place and his

feeliﬁgs tﬁen I am sure were appropriate to the name he bore.

35 After the ceremony was completed the members of the
wedding party who were free to do so, left the prison and
retired to the Queen's Hotel to partake of a Wedding Breakfast
as the groom could n;t be present 1 acted as Proxy. We were
Joined by some leocal Cumann na mBan and volunteer friends end we
partook of a wedding breakfast with the ususl celebrations.
About 3 p.m. that evening I was informed by one of our Scouts,

I had watching the prison,that two plain clothes detectives

bhad gone into the prison and we assumed that those men were the
escort which were to take Lynch to Dublin for his deportation.
In anticipetion of his removal on the 4 p.m, train we

proceeded to the station and were only a short time there when
Dermot Lyﬁch and his escort arrived, The bride and bridegrnam'
met and embraced surrounded by the "Wedding Party" who

tendered congratulations to the happy couple, Some person with
foresight had confetti and scattered 1t over the escort with
the wedding party. When the train arrived the bridegroom,
Bride, Priest and bridegroom's escort took their seats in the
same compartment. I then telephoned Dublin informing H.Q.

that the "happy" couple had departed for Dublin.

?7 I heard later that when the train arrived in Dublin

& number of Lynch's friends were at the station and when Lynch's
conveyance, the Black Maria, started to convey him to the
Bridewell they engaged cabs and followed the Black Maria through
the streets of tne city in unique procession. The bride

insisted on her right|ta travel i1n the Black Maris with her
husband to the Bridewell.

28 I also heard that Mrg: Lynch uccompanied her hugbsand
to Liverpool

SA

with the intention of travelling with him to the



Military Archives Cathal Brugha ,
BKs Rathmines Dublin 6 '

Ph8046457,

-
-

43.

States but she was not allowed to travel as she had no

Marriage Certificate to show that she was Mrs, Lynch.

£9. It was believed in early March, 1918, that the

enforcement of conscription on Ireland was liable to happen
at any moment which would precipitate a major national crisis.
G.H.Q. anxious to show to the British the widespread strength
of the volunteer organisation, ordered every Company in the
country to parede on an appointed hour on St. Patrick's Day,
and each QGmpany Captain was ordered after the parade to send
in a report to his local Headquarters stating how many men

paraded. There was a magnificent response in every area to

. this crder and strange to say no.arrests for open drilling

followed except in one instance - Mr., Prank Alken, now T.D.
for Louth - was arrested for perading his Company in
Camlough and was sentenced to aﬁe month's imprisonment. Whalst
Mr., Aiken was in prison a revision sesainn for voters liats
was held end Mr., Aiken's name was objected to on the grounds

that he was under 21 years of age., The objection was upheld.

70 After St. Patrick's Day parades had passed over
Headquarters anxious t0 secure the freedom of the large
number of important prisoners then in Dundelk Prison sent two
ofticers from General Headguarters to Dundalk on Separagte
occasions to get a plan of Dupdalk prison and the immediate
vieinity. Those officers were Liam Tobin snd Sean MeGarry.
Frenk Thornton was serving his term of imprisonment in
Dundalk at this time and he prepared plans of the inside of
the prison and prison grounds and had them sent out. The
officers who came down from G.H.Q. surveyed the outside of the
prison and its surroundings. As it was G.H.Q's, wishes that

I should get a number of revolvers into the prisoners 1 was

ordered to attempt doing so. I had an interview with Austin

Stacy in the prison and found th

59

at he was aware of G.H,Q's.
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Flans for the escape. I got the necessary armement into

the prison as follows. Sir Thomas McArdle, D.L., J.F.,

{ previously mentionad)‘called on me at by business premises on
one of hs usual business visits and enguired how his “friend"
Stack was getting along. I told him that I was visiﬁing
Stack that evening as I had got a commission from him to
purchase a pair of boots, Sir Thomas thought for a moment
and then said "If you can arrangs to call at'the prison arcund
4 p.m. I will éa with you on the visit as Stack made a
favourable impression on me during our recent negotiations”.

I told Sir Thomas that L would be very pleased with his
company on the visit and that I was sure Stack slso would
appreciate his visit. I then got tqg 1deqa that Sir Thomas's
presence at the visit would be helpful in gettaing in the guns.
At 4 p.m. I turned up at the prison and there met Sir Thowas.
I had with me a new cardboard bootbox in which I had three
revolvers well packed 1n paper. We went %o the prison. door
and rang the bell. When a Warder was opening the door I
Tfound that one of my boot laces- had become undone and I handed
the boot box to Sir Thomas so that I could tie the lace. The
door opened and Sir Thomas walked in with the box in his hand.
I followed and the Warder took us to the Library as was usual
when Sir Thomas visited the Prison, and when S%ack came in the
Warder left the Livrary. I took the parcel then from éir
Thomas and handed Stack his "bootg" saying "I hope your boots
will fign, Those revolvers were éuhsaquenily returned to us
when the danger of conscription had passed, by J.J. Madigan

sending them out in a parcel of laundry which he handed to g

Miss Wooda, Wynn's Terrace, Dundalk, now-deceased, during one

of her wvisits to him at the prison. shortly after this 2l the

Dundalkx prisoners were removed to

=

Crumlin Road Yrison, belfast,
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EAST TYRONE BYE-ELECTION.

/4 The death of Major Willism Redmond, M.P. serving
with the British Forces in Prance, fighting for "Small
Nations" created a vacancy in East Tyrone. Sinn Fein
headquarters did not wish to fight the election as it was felt
by the leaders in Dublin that contesting the seat would be

@ hopeless proposition and that a defeat during the acute
conscription crisis would not be good politics. Ma jor
Bedmond when he succeeded in winning the seat was fortunate
in fighting 1% under most favourable circumstances where the
nationalist population ceme out and supported him with a 99%

vote,.

?2- Belfast did not agree with headguarters in Dublin
and asked permission to fight the election and stated that
they did not require either money or hglp during the campaign.,
In a moment of weakness it was agreed that the seat should be
contested. Sean Hilrcy was selected as the Sinn Pein
standard bearer and his opponent was s solicitor named
Harbonson from Dungannon, who fought &s a Hibernian nominee,

The polling day was April 4th.

?3; Just one week before the election date reports from
the constituency were so unfavourable and the local organisatio
80 hopeless that Sinn, Fein at this late hour sent into the area
all the help they Fo33ibly could to try and retrieve the
situation. I got a despatch from Michael Gollina on the
Sunday prior Fc the election date, whieh was held on the
following Priday, to proceed to Dungannon and take charge of
the transport. I arrived in Dungannon on liondsy evening,
Easter Monday, 1 think, and I also think Michael Collins was

arrested in Dublin on that day. ﬁhen I arrived in Dungannen

I found the transport arrangements for the election i1n so0 bad a

> 5
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way that all I could be promised was a supply of ponies and
traps. The Jinn FeinParty hed to wait in Dungennon for the only
waggonette avallable for speasking from when addressing a
meeting, until the opposition party had finished with 1t.

With some locals I visited a few Sinn Fein sympathisers who
owned cars but were timid of lending tﬁem to us. As for
South Armagh I arranged waith those people to change

the Registration Numbers on all cars lent %o us. One priest
I visited told me he was attending a conference in Dungennon
on Election day and that his car would be parked outside the
church where the conference was being held and that we could
teke it. I also visited other priests who had cars and wers
also attending the conference and I made a suggestion to them
to follow the example of the first priest I visited., In every
cuge the priests agreed that we should take their cars. khall
there were about three Nationalists I visited who refused to

give us their cars.™

Qx4 Peadar Clancy was working in the North end of the
constituency before I arrived in Dungannon. I got in touch
with him and we made an arrangement th;t each of us should
commandeer Nationalists Hibernian cars, on the eve of polling
day, and that he should send his commandeered cars to me and
that I should send my commendeered cars to him, As soon aas
I received the cars from Clancy I had the Registration Number
1.R, 1916 affixed to each car and on the cars I sent to him,
I also affixed the same Registration Numbers. All cars workin;
for us on election day including the cars we g0t from the
Priests carried the Registration Numbers I.R. 1916. In
addition to the cars we were able to procure in the
constituency, I wrote to wy brother John and he arriveg on

polling day with three Dundalk cars, one of which belonged to

Bernara O'Rourke, Inniskeen, who gave 1t voluntarily In
s ¥ ' '
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O'Rourke's car came dr. FPeter Hughes ex-T.D., Dundalk,
wﬁa gave what support he could in getting our voters out to the

Pﬂllv

9{; The Scarcity of petrol prevailed in this as in
other recent elections. We raided the petrol depot in
Dungennon and took all the petrol there which was a small
quantity. John D. Nugent, General SacreEary‘of éha‘ﬁncient
Order of Hibernians, sen# three cars from Dublin to work for
our cpponents on the evening before polling day. A cattle
dealer named Francis 0'Neill, a Tyrone man near Dungannon
asked one of the drivers of the cars for a 1ift into town.

He got a seat in the car and was told by the driver that the
cars were sent down to help the Hibernians in the election
and asked Mr., 0'Neill if he knew where the Hibernian
headquarters was situated. He said he did and directed the
cars to our tallyrooms., When those cars arrived I was
informed that three of our opponents’ cars were parked ocutside
our door. I went out to the drivers and welcomed them and
enguired if they had any extra petrol with them. They told
me they had 30 gallons for their three cars.’ I then told the
drivers {to have the  .extra petrol earried inﬁa our rooms for
safety which they dad. Shortly afterwards a messenger came
and informed the drivers of their nistake and they came to me
demanding their petrol. I to0ld them 10 go whilst the going
was good or I might be tempted to take the cars. They

immediately cleared off. The election was won by Harb¢nson.

Q6 This defeat in East Tyrone was rather serious from

the 3inn Fein point of view coming so soon after the defeat

in South Armegh. It was felt by some that the Bratish would

interpret those defeats as a weakening of the hola that

Sinn Fein had on Irish publie opinien.

Sh

Michael Colling® arres
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on the Monday previocus to polling day in comnection with

a speech he made in I think Derry on St. FPatrick's Day
creatéd a serious situation to both Sinn Fein and Volunteer
Headquarters. In the Volunteers he held a key position and
his arrest at a time when the application of the -
Gonscription 49t to Ireland was looked .on &s. likely at any
moment, appeared so serious at headquarters thst it was
decided when his trial took place in Derry that he should
give bail to be of good behaviour. At his triai Collins wes
sentenced to give substantial bail +to be of good behaviour
for 12 montha or in default to serve a short term of
imprisonment. Collins was preveiled on +o give bail. This
was the only instance after 1916 and up to this time when the
giving of ball was ordered by G.H.Q. At the time there was
a standing order against volunteers 2iving bail in British
Courts and it was stated that the departure from the order
in Collins' case was not to be taken a8 a precedent. The
British Authorities did not then appreciaste the importance of
the man they sbo lightly let out of their hands!

PLANS POR OBTAINING ARMS.

-4 About May, 1918, ;there was an absolute scarcity of
arneg 1n Dundslk sreaz, I got an idea that I might be able to
Procure srms in Liverpocl and went over there. Through my
associations in the Irishy Republican Brotherhood, I made
contact with Mr, Neii Kerr a native of Armagh City area. I
told Kerr my business, and he told me he would do what he could
to help me. I arranged withuhim depots in Liverpool where
stuff could be in safety until it could be lifted by my agents,
The 5,8, Dundalk travelled between Dundalk and Liverpool three

times per weelk. My agents working on this boat were Vincent
Morgan, then Assistant Steward sng after

B

wards a fireman;



Military Archives Cathal Brugha
BKs Rathmines Dublin 6
Ph8046457,

49-

- James McGuinness, Fireman and Roger Morgan, a Cattleman, to
"each of those men I gave £10. 0. 0. of my own money to
purchase anything in the arms category that they could lay
their hands on. The names of the men who occupied the
depot's where arms could be stored were George MchAleavey,
Edge Hill, - Leahy, Scotland Road and Paddy McEKeown,
Scotland Road.  Peter Murphy, Newsagent, Scotland Road, was
the address where the ageits travelling by boat could pick
up despatches. At my discussion with Neil Kerr he informed
me that he was 1n possession of very valuable information
about the location of Ulster Volunteer Rifles in Co. Down
and that seversl hund?éd rifles were stored in the Place.
He told me that he had communicated the information to G.H.Q.
* in Tublin who had instructed him to send a man -over to Co.
Down to meke enguiries if the arms were still in Ballyedmond
Castle and if so to get = plan of the Castle and its
surroundings ana if it was possible for the man to get into
the Castle to make a plan of the inside appartments showing ‘
- where the rifles were stored. Kerr told me that he had not
then picked a man for getting the information for G.H.Q. but
when he sent the man over he would instruct him to report to
e &S soon as he arrived in Ireland and that he would carry
a letter of introduction to me. On my return to ilreland I
tra?al;ed via Dublin and called at G.H.Q. and informed then
of what Kerr proposed to do when sending his man over to
Ballyedmond. As a result of my visit to G.H.Q. they
instructed Neil Kerr to send his man to G.H,Q. before he

reported to me, as headguarters wished to give the man final

inatruetions,

) jﬁf An I.R.B. man named Prank Hearty duly arrived in
Dundalk and reported to me with Eerrt's introduction. He
then proceeded to Killowen, Co.

5 h

Down and contacted Pegter
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Murney who lived there. With Murney's help Hearty was able
to gain admission to the Castle where he found = femagle
relative of hisfworking as s maid. He waz able to make a
detailed plan of the castle, the basement where the rifles

were and the surrounding area.

q? Frank Hearty returned to Dublin with the plans
which he handed in at G.H.Q. where Hearty's rough plans were
properly drafted to scale and were subsequently handed over
to F.d. Berrell after his relesse from Dundalk Prison sbout a
month after Hearty'’s visat to Ballyedmond. The raid on the
Castle did not immediately take place. I will deal with the

reid in its proper sequence.

MILITARY TRAINING BY AUSTRALIAN EX-SERVICEMAN,

100 During the Tyrone bye-election Peadar Claney put me
in touch with an Ausiralian soldier who had deserted from

the Army, This man was a military genius of whom I heard
men well competent to gauge, state that he ¢ould impart more
understanding of the duties and responaibilities of the
sclence of military training than any other man with whom they
later ceme in contéct. 1 had this man sent around to each
Company. He gave officers and men an intensive course of

open aRder work in the fields at night,during the month of

- April, 1918, He also gave lectures on musketry, tactics of

attack and defence, contreol of men in eﬁtended formation. He -
wes unly a shnrt time with us but he dad very ugeful work

and he gt least gave all who attended his drllls and lectures
an idea of how much we hed to learn of the Sclence of military

training, and a keen desire to get as proficient as possible in

this very technical subject,

S hy ‘ ;
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RELEASE OF DUNDALK OFFICER FRISONERS AWD RE-ARREST
OF.OFFICERS - GERMAN PLOT. .

o7 About the first week of May, 1918, the Dundalk
officers who had been sentenced to short terms of
imprisonment were released. Shortly after their release a
meeting was held at which I put the facts of what had
happeried during their imprisonment before them and L
expressed ﬁy wish to relinguish my command over Bundslk
Battalion Area, which was in my opanion of & temporary or
acting nature. James Toal, the former 0.C. would not agree
that L should retire. He stated that he was contemplating
forming a Brigade Staff for Louth and South Armagh of which
he wighed me to be Adjutant, At this meeting I handed over
a report of the working of the area during the officers'
imprisoment. My report on Bratish Blockhouses, IGlitary
and Police Barracks, documents =znd files of correspondence.
After this meeting P.J. Berrell went to G.H.Q. Dublin, with
& report of the working of the area from the time the
Dundalk officers were arrested, On his return from Dublin
he had a note book contarning the plans of Ballyedmond
Castle with an intimation from G.H.Q. that the raid should
‘be carried out as soon as possible after Ferrell‘a return,
Another meeting was called to consider the plans and to
organise an immediate attempt on the Castle, This meeting
at which I was present, took Place on the evening of the 16th
May and lasted almost %o midnight, Berrell who lived in
Williamson's Place off Park Street, had a habit of calling
every evening to Peter Hughes who was a personal friend of his
end a brother of the 1916 Leader, Peddy Hughes, Berrell was

not five minutes in Hughes's houge when the house wag '

surrounded by British srmed forces and bvoth Hughes and Berreii

arr);steﬂ in connection with the alleged German Flot. Tmsg
S L ]
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British round-up of suspects was general, taking place all‘over
the country at the same time. Berrell when arreated had all
the documents handed over by me at the meeting on his person
when the raid on Hughea's house took place and they were all
captured as he had not an opportunity of safeguarding them when

the raid commenced.

/o% One of our Scouts overtook me on my way to my father's
house after the meeting and he 1nformed me of the arrest of
Hughes and Berrell. Instead of geing to my father's house I

went to my sister's., I waited at my sister's house until I saw
the military going towards my father's house to arrest me. Some
time after I saw the military returning from the raid on my
father's house, I went home. That was the last night I slept

in my father's house; for at least a month I slept in Peter
Hearty's, Linnenhall Street. I moved about during the day and no

attempt was made %o arrest me.

/03, There were about 100 prominent men arrested during this
general round-up, including E. De Valera. Many of the arrested
men were elected as T.Ds., in the General Election of Decenber,

1918. All were deported to English Prisons.

MY ARREST AND TRIAL.

0 &y As I have steted when Berrell was arrested he had all
the documents and papers which I handed over at the meeting

that evening including the one concerning the Blockhouses,
Military and Police Barracks. This document was signed "Captain

J. MeGuill" (already referred to) and the plans for the raid on
Ballyedmond Castle.

i05 1 was arrested on the 17th June, 1918 at my father's

house and I g0t a rough nandling from the military,
allowed facilities to dress myself, T

I was not

was taken under heavy

military escort to Belfast in

5 & my shirt angd trousers. I wag taken
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to Victoria Military Barracks and after three dayz there I
was transferred, again under heavy military escort, to
Crumlin Road Prison. The card on the door of my cell in

Crumlin Road read "Military Prisoner on Remand",

“ JOb For the taking of the summary of evidence for my
- courtmartial I was removed %o Victoria Barracks with an '
escort of three military tenders on or about the 30th June.
As I was alighting from the tender on which I was escorted,
at the guardroom I observed a well-dressed civilian of
foreign appearance and wearing s beard, standing on the
Barrack Square. I agssumed that this man wes g 8py or an
Intelligence Officer. I was at the guardroam for about 15
minutes when I was taken into another room and was greatly
. gurprised to find that the ﬁﬁn I saw on the Barrack Square
was in the room waiting for me. He addressed me in &
pronounced Oxford accent and stated that he was sent down
to Belfast by General Headquarters to represent me at the
taking of my summary of evidence. I suspected that he was a
British Secret Service Agent and I demanded his name snd his
credentials. He told me he was Gavan Duffy, S.C., and that
unfortunately he carried no credentials. As I 4id not knew
Gavan Duffy I was still suspicious and I t0ld the man that as
an officer of the Irish Volunteers I knew the attitude to take*
up at the summary of evidence and at my courtmartial. As an
officer I would refuse to recognise the court and could not see
where he could help me when my attitude towards my trigl was
such, He replied that he appreciated my point of view. He
apologised for his want of credentigls explaining that he
had to start for Belfast in such a hurry after receiving his
instructions from General Heedquarters that he overlooked

the

. importance of gelting credentials, His explanation 80 fitted



Military Archives Cathal Brugha
BKs Rathmines Dublin 6
Ph8046457,

54.

*

07 Mr. Duffy then explained to me the seriousness

of the charges being made againat me, and told me that he
felt that I didn't fully realise the grave nature of the
issues involved in the courtmertial as far as my personal
safety was concerred and also as far as the interests of
G.H.Q. was involved. He pointed out that G.H.Q. looked on
my courtmartiagl as a test case in whieh the British
gavarnment were attempting to prove the validity of their
alleged German plot, and by so doing ceunteract the world
and especially American sympathies aroused by the sacrifices
of Easter Week, 1916,

08 1 was charged with offences under two headings -
(1) The major charge of being the author of & document
of grave potential value to the eénemy - Germany - containing
. the strength and location of Britisn Military Posts. This
document i; was stated would be of great assistance to the
German war effort and a serious danger to the Bratish
Government and their allies at a time when their war effort
Wwas rn its most desperate phase. (2) I was charged with
being in possession of a document which was likely to cduse
dis-affection emongst his Hajesty's subjects. (This was g
Fianna Eireann drill book found in my premises during one of

the many raids carried out by Crown Forces).

/10 The documentary evidence produced for my

courtmartial to prove the charges against me were clasgified

under headings: Exhibit "a» - Document explaining location

and strength of various British KMilitary and Police Barracks.
Reports Signed Capt. J. MeGuill, Exhibit "B" - A gelection

- , of my paid Bank cheques from ‘both the Belfast Bank, Dundalk,

. and the Munster and Leinster Bank, Dundalk,

signature; ang Exhibit ngw

‘containing my

- The Pignng Eireann Driil Book.

‘7o When Nr, Gavan Dusfy ang I hed discuss

Sk ’

ed the main
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features of my defence he informed me that it was not
absolutely essential for him to represent me st the taking

of the summary of evidence, but that I must obey his
instructions, He told me %o question each witness who
appeared to give evidence against me; that my questions could
be simple and would be suggested when I heard each witnesses
evidence. He stressed the importance that any questions I

asked should be real questions, not assertions.

7l The taking of the summary of evidence occupied two
days. The Courtmartial took place about seven days later.

2 - The police witnesses consisted of several R,I.C.

men including two Sergeants whose evidence was to the effect
that I was known locally as "Captain®. Two military officers
gave evidence to prove that in raids on my premises they found
paid Bank cheques bearing the same signature as that on the
document - Exhibit "A" - on which the najor charge was based an
that the document wés found in the possession of Joseph

Berrell when he was ;freatad in the German Flot Round-up.

They also gave evidence in respect of various Volunteer

activities with which I was connected.
/3 The two Bank Managers were called +o prove that
the signature on Exhibit nan was made by the same hand as the

signature on the paid Bank éhequea.

*

/74 Some time before my arrest I opened an account in
the Munster end Leinster Banik having already an account with
the Belfast Bank. Paid cheques from both those Banks were on
Iy premises during a raid and were taken Possession of by the

raiders. There was g striking similarity between my brother

Joseph's signature and my own.

1185 Following Gavan Duffy's advice I quaationéd each of
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the military officers and was able to show up discrepancies
in their evidence in matters of minor detail concerning
accounts given of my previous military activities in the
Volunteers such as numbers on parades in which I was in
charge, dates and contradictions in their evidence re

carrying of arms and wearing of uniform, etc.

16 " Under cross-examination the two Bank Managers were
not so definite that the signatureson Exhibit "A" were made
by me. They woald only go sc far as to state that there
was & striking.resemblance in the signatures of both

Exhibits "A" and "B,

/7Y The question of proving the signature on Exhibat
"A" as mine was considered so important that two Braitish
afficar handwriting experts were called to give E¥1ﬁenee.

I can't now recollect if they gave evidence at the taking of

the Summary but they certalnly gave evidence at the
courtmartial,

Ll

/118 Gavan Duffy represented me at the Courtmartial
Properly cre&entialledﬁpg G.H.Q. He had with him a copy of
the summary of evidence taken pPreviously with the probable
addition of the handwriting experis. The handwriting experts
evidence would leave little doubt that the signatureson both
Exhibits "A" and "B were made by the same hand, The court
were about %o terminate the business of the courtmartial gnd
it looked certain that I would be found guilty when Gavan Duffy
made g demand that the DEcumentﬂ in Exhibit "4% ang wgw should
be subjected to g scientifie chemiecal test, After consultation
the Court agreed and the Second Charge was proceede& with,

No decision was given on either charges that day, I was
taken back to Grumlin Road Prason,

‘e Whilst awaiting the result

>

of the Courtmartial which
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I unﬂerstna& would be promulgated in about four days' time,
1 was kept in a wing of the prison next to the wing
ocecupred by Austin Stack and a large number of volunteers
who were at that time engaged in breaking up their wing.

I could communicate with them by shouting aeross the

space of a small exercise ground separating both wings.
When the specified time for getting the result of my
courtmartial arrived, [ informed Stack of the fact that I
g0t no result and he advised me to start and'hreak up my
cell, which I proceeded %o do by smashing the window w?th
my stool. After this event I wet the Ga%ernar during
exercise in the yard and I told him I was going on hunger-
strike if 1 did not get_ﬁy courtmartial result, and he
advised me to be i1n no hurry with it as infﬁis opinion it

would be unpleasant when I got 1t.

/320 On the 22nd July about 5 p.m. I was taken from

my cell to the Governor's folée where two high-ranking
military officers were waiting for me. They had the file

of my uourtmaréial pepers and one of them proceeded to

read the file through when 1 impétucusly requested the

officer to read the last Page. He severely reprimanded me
for my inéalerhce end informed me that I had been acQuitted in

the major charge and found guilty in the minop charge, that

I was aeﬁtenced to 90 days' imprisonment ang that the sentence

had not been confirmed by the Officer Commending His Majesty's

Forces in Ireland. I could not believe my ears and I asked hir

t0 tell me what it all meant in Plain English. He told me that

I was now clear in both charges, and that 1 was at liberty to

&0 home, At this time, volunteer Prisoners even after‘

serving their sentences were being re-arrested outside the

Prison gates and deported to English Prisons where UGerman

Plot prisoners were being held and I naturally felt that a
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similar fate was in store for me as soon as I zot

autsldé the prison door. I went to my cell for my
belongings and when 1 returned I was handed a railway
warrant for the journey by train to Dundalk. At the time
and since when I think over the matter of my release I
feel the result was in the nature of a miracle. On the
previous St. Fatrick's Day, I and a few Volunteer officers
and Cumann na mBan girls were discussing doing the
pilgrimage +to Lough Derg and we fixed that we should
travel fogether on the Pilgrimage on the 23rd July. As
stated I was released on the 22nd, stayed in Belfast that
night took the early train for Dundalk next morning and after
an hour's delay in Dundalk to clean up and change my
clothing, I was able to join the party for Lough Derg.

*

a7 On my return to Dundalk at the end of July, 1918,
I found that there was some falling off in the strength of
the Volunteer organisation and the enthusiasm of earlier in
the year was waning. " The Conscription menace had in July
dlsaPpeared and many of the young men who had Joined up in
the Spring of that year dropped attendance at parades and
became inactive. ; was 8till in the position that L had no
definite command as an officer, No further move was made
by James Toal who commanded the Volunteers to ?arm the
bropased Brigade for s11 Co. Louth. The outbreak of the
epidemic known as the Great Miy occurred about October, 1918,
and amongst the earliest of the local victims was Jemes Toal,
R.I.P., whose death was a serious loss to the volunteer
organisation. After Toal's death my obscure 'status in the
Volunteers was made definite by my a.ppointmen:t as Ufficer
Commanding, Dundalk Battalion. I was also appointed to |

replace him as head centre to the I.R.B. for Co. Louth,

rry At the end of the Great War November, 1918, g

>H
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Genersl Election was in the offing in which Simmn Fein

decided to contest all seats on the Republican principles as
set out by the 1916 leaders. The candidate selected for
Louth was J.J. 0'Kelly (Scellig) who was opposed by Richard
Hazelton representing Irish Parliamentary party interests.

The Louth Election was closely fought and Scellig won the seat
by Fhe very slender majority of 288 votes. In other parts of
the country some Sinn Fein Candidates were returned

unopposed; many of the successful candidates being still

prigoners in Britash and Irish dgils.

/2 1. Sinn Fein gained an overwhelming victory in the
election and following out their declared pelicy of
absentation from attendance in the British Earli%mant,

a meeting was called in the Mansicn House, Dublin, in January,
1919, to form a Republican Government. The new Leputies

were now known as T.Ds. and the old term applleq to Irish
Yarlismentary Representatives, N.P., was dropped. A1l Irish
Representatives were summoned to the first meeting of the
Irish Republican Parlisment including the few Redmondites
elected and the Uniomists, whose lesder was then Sir Edward

Carson, Only the Hepublican (Sinn Fein) Representatives
attendad.

/24 1 was present at the first meeting of DAil Bireann
which was presided over by Cathal Brughas. The opening ceremony
of prayers was recited by the Rev, Michael O*Planagan, one of
the Vice Yresidents of the Sinn Fein organisation. The
Declaration of the irish Republic in 1915 was next read in
meny languages, Our elected Representatives hag by thie
endorsed the policy and ideal’s of the men of 1916, which had

the overwhelming majority of the Irish votes in the election
supporting them,

[

The vote for the Republic cast by the Irish

>h
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. ] ? people has aew since been recinded by them. Dail Eireann
® ’ then proceeded to appoint a Cabinet and select Ministers for

the various Departments of State.

Ji5 After the general election a number of well-wishers
1n Dundalk organised a Smoking Concert in town to provide
funds to entertain Volunteers who were active in t@é Election.
The function produced tne sum of £2%. 0. 0. i advised that
this money would be better spent in providing arms and
equipment for the Volunteers. 1 took the cash to Dublin and
handed it to Tom Cullen, then Acting Q.M.G., to pay for
rifles. I got one rifle immediately with the promise of more
later on. We waited some months and when the promise given
was not then fulfilled, L caelled again on Cullen., .In the

- discussion with him I raised the question of the County Louth
rifles which had been dumped in County meath after Easter Week,
1916. Those rifles had been collected by the County Meath
Volunteers some time after 1916 on the instructions of G.H.Q.
and had been the subject of negotiation ecarried on by me waith
G.H.Q. for their transfer to us. In this second interview
with Cullen I agreed that if we got the 1916 rifles handed over
1 would accept handgrenades for the balance of 25, 0. 0. in
his hands. Those handgrenades were later conveyed by trsin
to Dundalk by my wife. In order to avoird suspicion at the
Railway Station in uublin my wife was accompanied there by her
elster - a nun, Sister 3t. Luce of the Bon Secpeurs Order.
She was met on her arrival in Dundalk by William A&heaun a
Lundalk Volunteer whose occupation was a Hotel Bus driver who
met &ll incoming trains at the Rallway station and carried the
Baggage of all his notel clients from the pPlatform to his bus.

- fly wife's "Baggage" was taken by him to his bus. Our

. :;T*ﬁQuartermaster, Thomas mulholland,:ﬁaifgh in action,

: S5.h .

was wairting

-
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at the station with & van and he removed the "Baggage" from
the hotel bus and had it conveyed to our dump. Some time
affer my vasit to Cullen we got notification that the 1916
rifles could be handed over to us, I sent Sean Gormley with
an escort to Co. Meath for the rifles which he succeeded in

safely conveying to Dundulk,

/26 When the German Plot prisoners were relessed

from the various jai;? 1 which they were confired, a
public reception was _prgsnised for all the Louth prisoners
in Drogheda. A meeting of volunteer officers was called in
Drogheda for the purpose of organising a Brigade for Co.
Louth. This meeting toock place immediately after the

reception for the prisoners and the result was as follows:-

Commandant Philip Monaghan
Vice Commandant Laurence Walsh
4d Jutant James MeGuill *
Quartermaster James E. Murphy (later T.D. for
Louth),
2y I held the position of Adjutant of the Louth

Brigade up to 1920 when g further reorganisation took place
and Louth was then divided into two Brigades - North and
South. I was then appointed acting 0/C. of North Louth,
This appointment is still in existence and was signed by
Michael Collins, AdJutent General, as-far as I can remember.
I can't definitely remember 1# the Brigade Staff was elected
when i was appointed Acting 0/C. Brigede. I had a serious
cycling accident about that time which made me a casual ty

for a peried, I think, however, that the following may have

been appointed before I was laid up.

Ad jutant Sean Gormley
Quartermaster Thomas Callgn

I don't remember if 35 Viee 0/C. was appointead.

S
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'Y s When I was incapacitated I appointed Sean Gormley

- to act as my deputy 0/C. Brigade.

/124 One of the first departmentsl activities of D4xl
Eireann was the setting up of Republican Courts. I was not s
prominent member of the Sinn Fein organisation. I was,
however, anxious to get the Courts under way as soon as
possible. As Senior Officer of the I.R.A. in Worth Louth
1 was asked to help in getting the Courts established.
I, with others, was asked to go on a Committee set up to
select Court Justices in all the various districts; FPeter
Hughes and I were delegated to call on selected persons in
each area where Courts were being established. We 20t
refusals in some cases but we eventuslly got men to act as
Justices and the Courts were got going in all North Louth
districts, I found that 1t was difficult to get men to act

L as Justices in Local Courts as the majority of eligible
persons did not like to be put in the position of adjudicating
in matters concerning their neighbours and in some cases their
relations. John B, Eamill, Solicitor, Dundalk, geve great
help in the setting up of the Courts.

/30 When we had the Courts operating we called on all
local Sclicitors and suggested that they should have all
thelr clients' cases tried in the Eépuhlican Courts, and the
majority refused but eventually after the Courts started to
operate and eatablished g g?od reputation for feir and honest
decisions, Solicitors' clients were asking their Solicitors to
have their cases tried 1n our Courts. Eventually thé loeal
Solicitors came into the Republican Courts with their cases and
the British Courts were Praectically boycotted. Republican
Courts functioned in every parish and a higher Court - District
< Court - was established. In the Dastrict Court, P.J. Berrll

was the first Registrar and i1t was due mainly to him that the

S
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Court funetioned so efficiently. Berrill was both
intelligent and hard working and gave all his energies to

hig work.

13/ The setting up of the Courts necessitated the
Establishment of a Republican police fcrcé whose duties were
attendance at the Courts, protection of the Courts, the
enforcement of Court decrees and orders, colleeting fines,
ete. The police force was imbued with & high sense of
duty and soon gained a great measure of respect. It was
about this time that an intense boycott of the R.I.C. was
ordered. The R.I.C. were the eyes and ears of the British
Government. They were men of fine physigue and were a well
trained force. They felt their position keenly when

- their friends and acquaintenances and i1n some cases their

relations ceased $o speak to them or render any of the little

courtesies that makes life pleasant. HNo Republicen would

speak or shake hands with them. The reaction of some of the
R.I.C, to this boycott was an inclination to indulge in all
sorts of petty tyranny and in some cases actual prosecution

of the people generally.

/3% . In 1920 there had been no Municipal,Rursl or
County Council Elections for about § years and Sinn Fein in -
preparing for an early election decided to contest all seats;
selected candidates and had all election machinery in order
when the date for elections was fixed, The Municipal
Elections took place in January, 1920, In Dundalk a majority
of Sinn Fein candiadates were returned on the Urban Council
‘and Peter Hughes, ex—7.D. (brother of thé 1916 leader) was

. elected Chairman. I was elected to this body. Many of the

Municipal bodies elected in 1920 wath Republican majorities
. immediately passed resolutions bpledging allegisnce to D&i1

) S.im
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’ Eireann. We did not do so immediately after we were

elected on the advice of Peter Hughes, The outgoing U‘rban
Council had been in negotiation with Lord Roden for the
Jpurchase of Dundelk Demesne and the British Local Government
Board hed promised to put up the money to purchase Lord
Roden's interest in the property. If we had immediately
"eut the painter" with the Local Government Boasrd some
commercial interests in town would have purfhased the
property and i1t would have been lost to the people of Dundalk.
This_ property lies in the centre of the town end now has
hundreds of houses erected all within a short distance of the
market square. A few months after the elections the deal
with Lord Roden was completed and the Dundalk Urban Council
were in a position to follow their inelinations in the matter

of recognising Dail Bireann and did so.

/33 A "round up" of active republicans took place in
Dundualk in January 1920. The following were arrested:-

Three MacGuills (my two brothers, John and Joe,and myself},
William Acheson, P.J. Flynn, Seamus Laying and some others.
We were removed to Crumlin Road prison, Belfast. Those arrests
took place on the day prior to the unveiling of a war
memorigl at Gaatlebellin‘éham at which the late Cardinal Logue
officiated. At the ceremony Cardinal Logue denounced the
British government for what he described as their short-
gighted policy in arresting respectable young Dundalk men and
he demanded our release or our trial forthwith. We were all

released without trigl Wwithin. three wsceks,

/3 The next local event of importance was in
commection with the attack snd capture by the I.R.A. of
Ballytrain Barracks in Co. Monaghan. The Dundalk Battalion
- co-operated in this operation by blocking all the roads by

: which the military 1n Dundellk could travel to

Sh

the relief of
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the R.1.0. in Ballytrain. A few days after the Bgllytrain
affair I was arrested and conveyed to Derry Jail. As soon as
I arrived in the Jail 1 demanded the status and prison
treatment originally demanded by Austin Stack in Dundalk
Prison in 1917. 1 had a copy of Stack's demands on my
person when arrested. Immediately I made the demands i went
on hungerstrike until the demands were granted. The
Governor of the prison was then on the eve of his retirement
from the rrison Service and did not relish the position that
& repetition of the Ashe tragedy would camse. He intended
to live in Derry after his retirement., He got the frlson
Doctor to issue a certificate on my condition and my demands
were saﬁctinneﬂ by the Governor, I enjuyéd'all the
privileges of prisoner of war treatment~until the Governor
resigned about two weeks after he granted me my demands.
Shortly after the new Governors arrivel in the frison several
pPrisoners arrived from Co. Monaghan ineluding Dan Hogan
{afterw§rd$ Major General in the National Army). When Hogan
arrived I interviewed him and explained the treatment I was
receiving and I asked him to demand similar status. I also
showed him the copy of Stack's demands, Hogan did not seenm
inclined fo fight for proper status. Eventually the prison
filled up as the number of republicen prisoners in Derry
reached about 60 men. An election for officers took place
amongst the prisoners and Hogan was appointed Commandant.

I was elected Quartermaster. We learned from the papers
that a hungerstrike was in operation in Wormwood Scrubbs, in
Hountjoy and in Belfast prisons. When this news arrived I
advocated Q hungerstrike as azn set of cu-dpératlan with our
comrades in the sbove mentioned prisons. Hogan strongly
opposed me and the matter went to a vote gnd

there was g

majority in favour of g bungerstrike, Hogen held that.

>4
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gccording to the Volunteer Constitution 1t would reguire

a 2/3rd majority to declare a war or to make peace. He
defined, our intention to go on hungerstrike as a
declaration of war. He 23:2::3 the men on parade and told
them that there were asgitators amongst them and that there
would be no hungerstrikxe in Derry as long as he was
Commandant. I then drew up an ultimatum demanding
unconditional release and had it signed by a representative
officer from each county represented by prisoners-in Derry.
This ultimatum demanded unconditional rélease within 8 days
or a hungerstrike. The Signatories to the document were
as follows: Paddy Rankin, Down; P.J. Ward, T.D., Donegeal;
Seamus Cavanagh, Derry; Sean 0'Neill, Antrim; Hugh
MeManus, Fermanagh; James MacGuill, Louth, This signed
document was sent to the Governor and was the cause of
strained relations between the signatories and Hogan who
knew that if a hungerstrike started the majority of
prisoners would take part in it. The British moved quickly,
as before the expiration of the 8 days the six signatories
to the ultimatum were handcuffed, conveyed under heavy
escort to Belfast where we joined the Fleetwood Boat en

route to Wormwood Scrubbs,

135 On the boat crossing to England we demanded tn.be
treated as officers ard we insisted on travelling first class.
Our escort consisted of 6 R,I.C. men and about 50 British
soldiers in the charge of a Gummiaslone&rﬂfficer. As we

were travelling on the eve of Easter Sunday there was a

crowd of holidaymakers on the boat and apparently the
military officer d4id not seek any rumpus with us and granted
us our demands which included us getting our supper and first

class breakfast in our Cabins. Aboard the boat we held a

>h
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meeting to consider the position cccasioned by our removal
from Derry prison and we decided that our removal from one
of His Majesty's prisons to anocther of His Majesty's prisons
would not nullify our ultimatum to the terms of which we

ungmimously decided to adhere,

/36 ¥e arrived in Wormwood Scrubbs on Baster Sunday
1920, and were, on arrival there, interviewed by Sean Hayes,
Cork, who was Vice Commandant of the prisoners. We

informed Hayes of our demande to the Governor in Derry frison
and our determination to carry out the threat to go on
nungarstrike.’ When Hayes heard thie he assumed the superior
officer attitude. He told us that we were then under the
discipline of the prisoners authariﬁ}ES in Wormwood 3crubbs,
end that we could not act as we suggested waithout the
;anction of his Commandant and ‘rison Staff. His attitude
towards us caused us a fair amount of annoyance as we did

not like to be put in the position of mutineers or
indiciplined officers. The situation for us was, however,
s0lved the following mcrning'hy my .meeling with the late
Joseph McDonough (brother of Thomas McDonough) who had

Just returned to the "Scrubbs" after spending a week on
percle in Dublin, He informed me that he had received
sanction from G.H.%. in Dublin for a hungerstrike for
unconditional release. McDonough conveyed this information
to the Commandant the late James Lawless. lLawless did not
favour a hungerstrike far such terms. MeDonough was most
emphatic in his opinion that & hungerstrike should be started
and stated at a meeting of the prisoners that if he could get
only 9 men to sign an ultimatum to the Governor of the
prison he would force g hungerstrike. I told McDonough at
this meeting that he could count on the 6 men removed from

Derry prison, explaining that by the terms of the ultimatum

> M
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handed in by us in Derry our hungerstrike should commence
-

on the following Wednesday at 12 noon (two days hence).
MeDonough immediately drew up an ultimetum on the same lines
a2s ours which was signed hy Macnqnaugh, Frank McGrath,
ﬁ;'hj Nenagh, rax Whalwﬁ and us six Derry prisoners and was
immediately handed in to the wovernor. A suplementary
ultimatum was prepared for the signature of all the other
prisoners who wished to associate themselves with our action,
This second ultimatum was signed by a large mzjority of the
prisoners and was also handed in to thé Governor later that
day. In 811 I think about 100 priscners signed and about
68 d1d not sign including the prisoners Commandant who
issued countermanding orders to each prisoner who signed
either of the ultimatums. The only effect this action had

was that four men came off strike and four new men joined

the strike. During the first days of the hungerstrike no

: further incident’ took place. - The position in the relations
of those on strike and those not on strike became more
Strained as each day passed. On the 6th day {(the first Monday
of the strike) McDonough suggested that we approach the
Governor with a request to gllow the cell doors to remain open
at night so that those not on strike and well. in health could
a?tenﬁ to those on hungerstrike and becoming weak., I

" accompamed McDonough on a visit to the Governor to put thais
matter before him and we 80t a blank refusal. The fovernor
informed us that the strike was not official; +that he would
take no cognisance of our request as our action had not our
Commandant's sanction. We returned to McDonough's cell to

consirder what our next move should be, and it was agreed that at

. 8 given signal (which would be 5 minutes before lock up) each
. prisoner should unhinge his cell door by placing the Bible -
R which was part

of the standarg equipment of the cells -

i > M



Military Archives Cathal Brugha
BKs Rathmines Dublin 6

Ph8046457,

69.
between the open door and its frame snd by forceably closing
the door break off the dqar hinges. At the given signal
this operation was successfully carried out by the hunger-
strikers. dJome of our men not satisfied with the unhingaing
of their doors smashed the cell furniture and windows and
pandemonium reigned supreme for almost half an hour. The
military were then brought into the prisen and they.
discharged a few rounds from their machine guns along each
corridor thus compelling all prisoners to take refuge in
their cells. sefore going to my cell I assisted some others in
breaking a large gable window overlooking Wandsworth Common ,
where a proteat meeting of seversl hundred Irish sympathisers,
men and women, were being addressed by the Rev, d.l,Hayes,u,C.
now President of Muinntir na Tire end mew P.P. Bansha. lihen
those at the meeting heard the sound of machine gun fire from

the prison they all knelt down in prayer.

-

137 Whether 1t was my physique or the full beard i wore
drew attention to me or not, L was later attacked in my cell
by six warders who gave me a lot of zll classes of abuse and
charged me with being a ringleader. ‘[hey sLatad that they had
a sultable place in the prison for mny sorti fhey then forceahly
removed me to another part of the prison where I had no furthe:
communication with the other prisoners. A§ I waa being removed
there I saw ambulsance men carrying one of AY Verry comrades
Seamus mavanagh on a stretcher from his ceil in a state of
collapse. He was beinz taiken to aospital. | For the first and
second day in my new cell I had neither heé nor bedclothes,but

my meals were served regularly at meal timels. Seeing that I

Was not eating the food the quantity served| was gradual ly
reduced from day +o day. whe prison cheplain,an Englishmgn,
who appeared to have studied a strange brand of theology

¥

refused to administer to us hungerstrikers on the grounds that.

P
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we were all suicides. This Chaplain was removed on the
instigation of Joseph MeDonough and replaced by a very
saintly priest - Rev. Father St. John - who if not
sympathetic was at least very consoling to me in my trouble.
As the terms of our ultimatum to the Governor did not ellow
of any compromise, I was prepa?e& to persist in the
hungerstrike until the end. During this period many thoughts
impelled thﬂmsélvea on my mind,amongst other things, I:waa
thinking of the future of my young wife to whom I was married
only a few months. I discussed this matter with Rev, PFr,
St. John who assured me that 1f God expected me to pay the
extreme penalty he, Fr. St. John, would convey to my wife

ny enxieties as to her future, and he glso promised to assist
her In every way possible. He was most consolang and helpful
and advided me to start a devotion to the Little Flower, not
then beatified. 1 had not heard of the Iittle Flower before
this. It was on Fr. 5t. John's suggestion I started a
devotion to her and asked for her intercession to God and
promised to pray for her Canonisation if released, Great
was my surprise a few days afterwards when I received the
first letter after my revoval from Derry prison, from my
sister-in-law, Sister Saint Columba a nun in St. Louis
Convent, Middletown, Co, Armagh, which contained a picture

of the Iittle Flower. I took this incident as a sign that

oy prayers to the Little Flower were being heard and I felt
confident that I would be released sooner or later. On the
12th day of the hungerstrike I was accused by the prison
Doctor of eating portion of the food left in my cell. This
charge hur? my pride for I felt that the aceusation was not
only an insult to me but alaujg?er}thing I stood for, Iake
others in the posaition of a prisoner in enemy hands I felt

that I was the custodian of my country's honour, so I could

5k
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not let this insult pass without a strong protest and
that I should act i1mmediately. When the Doctor and the
Warder who accompanied him were leaving the cell I jumped
from the bed where 1 was lying and banged the cell door
behind the Warder who had passed out and in front of the N
Doctor st1l1l an the cell, I pushed the Doctor ageinst the
cell wall and demanded an immediate withdrawal of his charge
and an apology for meking 1t. 1 told him I was immediately
going on a thlrét gtrike as a protest against his insult,
whieh I 4id. Six days afterwards I was removed from the
prison to St., James Infirmary, Chapham Common where 50 to
60 hungerstrikers had already been removed including Frank
MeGrath, Nenagh, who was appointed Commandant in the

: Hospital. I was appointed Vice Commandant. The remsinder
of the hungerstrikers were removed to other London Hospitaels.
This Hospital was a nor-Catholie institution and slthough
a priest came in daily to visit patients he never succeeded
in obtaining permission to celebrate Holy Mass there., The
majority of the nurses were frish Catholics and not one of

. those was allowed to attend to us. The farst Friday of the
month was approaching and most of our men practiced receiving
Holy Communion on that day. I felt that we should insist on
Mass being celebrated in the Hospital to enable the men tg
recelve Holy Communion in their customary manner. I mentioned
this matter to the priest who advised me to make an applicatior
for facilities for Mass in the Hospital to the Committee in
charge of the Hospital who met every Thursday. I sent in the
application and as a result was interviewed bty two members of
the Committee who di1d not appear %0 know what Holy Mass was.

H ' After I explained to those men the importance of devout

- Catholics getting facilities to attend Mass and receive Holy

Communion as o{?en a3 possible they comsented to grant my

‘ S,
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application., The farst Friday in May 1920 was the first
time Mass was celebrgted in that institution. ILater we
made application to allow the celebration of Mass on
Sundays and that gll the Irish Catholie nurses in the
Hospital be allowed to attend. To the-aurprise and the
delight of the priest and our men this was also allowed,
and about 100 Catholic nurses attended Muss in the Hospital
on the following Sundays. The priest commenting on our
efforts later stated that "if you lads did nothing, in
coming to London, except having Mass celebrgted here it was
well worth your visit to us end its up to us now to see that

the practice is continued®.

138 About 10 days after this we were all exémined by
two Home Office Doctors. Ur. Thompson who was in charge of
the Hospital informed me after the ﬁame Qffice Doctors left
us that 18 of our men incliuding myself were certified fit
for discharge. We were not aware what this meant - releuse
or removal back to the prison - and in order to find out
definitely I asked the Doctor to *phone the Governor of the
prison asking him for my clothes and propexrty in the prison
to be sent on to me. The Governor agreed to this and told
the Doctor to send a messenger to the prison for my
belongings., When the Doctor's messenger arrived at the
Prison the Governor tle him that he had received later
instructions from the Home Office that sll the prisoners were
to be taken back from the Hospital to the prison. This

News was serious for us as 1t would entsil & resunption of
the Hungerstrike with the POSsibility that the morale of the
men would not stand up to the atrain., We immedigtely
communicated with all the other Hospitals in London where any
of our hungerstrikers were being treated and with Art O'Brien

President of the irish Self-determination League giving the

information we Tecelved a General Plan to attempt an escape
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from s)ll the Hospitals in London where our men were being treated
was planned. The procedure agreed for our plan of escape was
that on the fnl}nw1ng Sunday when visitors were allowed 1n to
the Hospitals at 2 p.m. our men should walk out with the
visitors when leaving. PFrevious arrangements had to be

made with our visitors to provide safe housing accommodation
for all us hungerstrikers until we could slip back home.

In many cases visitors were asked t0 bring in overcoats

for men not properly equipped with wearing apparel

There was some difference of opinaon in St. James's

Infirmary hetfeen those who were certified fit for discharge,
and those not certified; +the latter not being anxious to
take their chances in London as they were comfortable in
Hosprtal. I was determined on leaving and took the
precaution of writing to a County Louth man who had visited
me in Hospatal - the late Willaiam QO'Hare, Greenore - then
empl&yeﬁ in London in L.M.S. R&ilwaés, asking him to bring

me in an overcoat as I had little clothes in Hospital except

My trousers én& boots. As I wrote and posted this letter

late on Saturday I had doubts of 1ts delivery in time for
Sunday, I had had a few pounds from my wife, sufficient to
cover the itravelling expenses of myself and another to
Lrelagnd, Paddy Hankin of Newry - a 5erry prison comrade

was with me in Hospital and had sll his clothes and we

decided to attempt to escape together and our intention 1f
successful was to get clear of London in the shortest possible

time before an alsrm was raised,

/36 About 1.30 p.m. on the Sunday of the escape a man
whom I had never seen tefore came in to my ward and enquired
if there was a ratient named MacGuill there. I msked this man
if he was acquainted with MacGuill and asked him his name. He

told me he was Thomas Cumninghasin whose peobple came from

5 h
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Killeavey, Co, Armagh, I kXnew then I cowld trust him.

He was actually a cousin cof mine. I told him of our plan

to escape and inquired 1f he knew London well or could he
conduct us to Euston Station. When he assured me that he
could guide us I told h;m*to g0 to the Bathroom and leave
his overcoat and scarf there and come back and sit beside

my bed to give the impression he was speaking to¢ the bed's
occupant., I vorrowed s razor, went to the bathroom,

shaved off my beard and returﬁad t0 the ward in my friend‘s
overcoat and scarf and the change in my appearance was soO
marked that Cunningham did not know me when I returred to the
ward. By this time Cunningham had been joined by another
cousin of mine - Hiss Nance Jordon, Dromintee, Co. Armagh - .
then employed in the G.P.0. London, and who had visited me
in the hospital on & few occasions posing as my sister. 1
asked her what the position was like outside the hospital
doors and if there were many police about on duty. She
informed me that at the entrance teo the hospital there was g
large number of police engaged in keeping a big cfnwd of
visitors from rushing into the hospital before the official
visiting hour came. We thought that this would be an
opportune time to try our get away. Rankin and Miss Jordon
started off first walking arm in erm, whilst Cunninghem gnd I
followed them towards the entrance gate. The police
attentions were directed to the visitors seeking admission
and their backs were towards us so that they did not notice
our approach and we passed unchallenged. After turning the
first corner of the street Miss Jordon returned to help other
Prisoners in their eéscape, whilst Cunningham conducted us to

an Ice-Cream shop near Euston Station where Rankin end I

remained whilst he went +o the station 1o make enguiries ghout

> M
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outgoirng trains on the Hollyhead route. He purchased twosingle
tickets to Crewe. We did not desire to arouse any suspicions
by ourselves purchasing tickets to Ireland as wé'expected

all the exits from London would be stopped as soon as the
alarm caused by our escape became known. We were ther unaware
of the Law in England being so different from Irish Lasw. The
police in England could not take any action against us

without specific instructions from the Home Office and the
Home Office was then closed as the day was Sunday. Joseph
McDonough was aware of this"defect" in English Law as, the
technique of his escape from another Hospital was much
different to ours. When the visitors arrived in his

hospital he "fell in" his comrades in military formation
numbered them off, Formed fours and marched off through the

streets of London.

L}

y77Y;) When we arrived in Crewe and when the night mail
arrived from London we proceeded to board her we were
surprigsed to hear-the strains of the Soldiers' Song from
many carriages of the incoming train which contained a big
namber of the escapees. The majority of our men got back
to Ireland before the Home Office became aware on Monday
of the escape. The?g was over 160 of us escaped. Rankin
and I travelled via Hollyhead. We separated in Greenore,
he travelling to Newry and I to Dundelk. I arrived in
Dundalk at 8 a.m. and at 10 a.m. the R.I.C, were searching
the town for me. I immediately went on the run as they
raideé‘my father's house that morning and 1 remained on

the run until the day of the County Counecil Elections, lst

Juﬂ&, lgEU'
s
- /24t Before I pass from this I would like to relate an
b @mis1ng experience I had as g Patient in the Hospital in
v London.

the wajority of the narses attending us were

> 4
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Engiish. The Irish marses were not allowed near us. The
nurse attending me was so bigotted that when she passed from
one side of my bed to.the other she would take a hold of her
long skirt to prevent it touching my bed, fearing, as 1t
appeared to me, getting infected with the Sinn Fein virus.
Whilst being amused by her anﬁics I took a dislike to this
lady as her manner was hurtful to my vanity. For the first
few days after the end of the Hungerstrike we were allowed
only small gquantities of light food which only agravated our
appetites but from the medical point of view was proper
procedure. Our nurses although hostile were very atténtive
and if any of us made the slightest noise through restlessness
or nervousneas one of them would 1ﬁﬁediately appear to

enquire if anything could be done. On my third night in the
hospital about midnight who should come to enguire if I wanted
anything but the "bigotted" lady. She enquired if i reguired
a Sleeping draught. 1 said "No, but 1 would like something to
eat as the pangs of hunger endured during the hungerstrike are
about to return®, She told me that tea for the nurses

would soon be réaiy and if f was gble to wa%k to the kaitchen
she would be able to get me a cup, I told her how thankful 1
was and to let me know when it was ready. in a short time she
retprnad with a dressing gown and a pair of élippq;s and
accompanied me to the kiitchen where three otﬁer nurses were
having tea and toast, which they divided with me, Whilst we
were partaking of_the feed and talking sbout the "troubles" in
irelend, my nurse went to a gas oven and took a lérge raas%ing
dish containing baked rice. 1 enquired what it was and she
stated "its your dinner for to-morrow"”, meaning of course more
than mine. I said I never eat more than half that quantity

at home, so I will est the half of it now and the other half

will do me to-morrow. She meemed to hesitate as if considering

the matter, and I said

>4
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To my great surprise she got & large plate which she
filled with rice apologising for the ascarcity of milk

and engquared if she should give me jJam with it as =
substitute. I said, "of course, it will be fine". She
added the jam and foolishly 1 commenced to devour the
contents of the bowl. I was about finiéhing this colossal
feed when a Sister Jones - night sister in charge and whon
I hed already met appesred amongst us. She took in the
position at a glance and enguired to know exactly what the
nurses had given me to Ezraﬂ:«r When she heard what I had
eaten she became much alarmed - almost hysterical - and
lacerated all around her, for the ignorence of the nurses in
allowing such a thing to happen. She stated that she would
report the matter to a Doctor so that L should have my
stomach evacuated. She was about %o go out the dopor to

get 1n touch with a doctor when I closed the door and got my
back against 1t. I said everything 1 could think would calm
her down and to0ld her amongst other things that L often ate
twice as much at home after my dinner, and that all I now
required was a little exercise in the open air and 1
sSuggested th%t as it was a nice night they shéuld take me out
in the grounds for a walk. This suggestion seemed to calm
down Miss Jones, She informed me that she had been through
all the Great War as ga nurse and that she was soon due for
retirement and that she had never been Previously guilty of
allowing anything like this to happen %o any of her patients

and that fthis business of my feed was likely to be her one

black mark on her Professional record. She agreed to take me

for a walk in the grounds accompanied by my ovn nurse who
brocured a pagir of boots, an overcoat and a scarf. The three
of us moved off and when Passing & small car PATYE in the

grounds my nurse pointed out her Studebaker car, 1 suggested

> h
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that the nurse should take Miss Jones and myself for & run

in the car so that 1 could see the sights of London. She
expressed her willingness but Miss Jones was more corncerned
with getting me to take sufficient exerciss to save my life
but she agreed that should L be alive at the same time the
follewing night she. would be please? to accompany me if my
nurse then wished to give me a drive, provided I gave them

my word of honour that I would not attempt t; escape; which
was accepted. I kept both of them to their promises and on
the following night after my midnight tea and toast - no

rice this time - we set off on a sightseeing tour of the

great Metropolis. My Furse whilst driving the car told me
something of her family history including the irformation that
she always spent her Crhristmas holidays in Argylshire in
Scotland, as the guest of the Marques of Bute and Lady Bute -
the latter being daughter of Sir Henry Bellingham of
Castlebellingham. When I 1nformed the nurse that I was a close
neighbour of Lady Bute before her marrirage she was 80 pleased
that we exchanged addresses and Christmas greetings for

several years afterwards. .

/62, Previous to the Local Government Blections in June,
1920, the outgoing County Council was 80% Anti-Sinn Fean.
Many of the old Councillors had taken part in the Reeruiting

_Campaign for the Britisa Army in the early days of the 1914 -

1918 war, Their Chairman - Doran, set the exemple by

Joining the British Army himself. ﬁpe Sinn Fein organmisation
by contesting every seat in the election created an gtmosphere
of g Parliamentary election snd was vigorously fought, %We had
some difficulty in getting suirtable candidates for so many

seats. Bach of our candidates had to =sign a Fledge of loyalty

to D&1l Bireann which to some might appeer to hgve

Possibilities of serious risks 4o the SuctCessful candidates

S,
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Many of our candidetes were practically uniknown outside
their immediate neighbourhood, not having previously any
experience or ambition for public honours. My recent
imprisonment, the hungerstrike and subsequent escape, made
me well-known and gave me an advantage over the other

lesser known candidates, On the day of the election reports
came 1n early that the majority of our voters were casting
their Number 1 Votes fnf me and fearing that my comrades
would not get sufficient support to keep them in the ranning
I made & personal visit to all the polling booths and
instructed all our agents to concentrate on our other
stendard bearers. We won the election and many unkncwn

men made their‘flrst &ppearance as elected representatives
on the premier body of the county.. The result of the

election as far as I can remember was Sinn Fein - 24;

Nationalists - 8,

43, At the first meeting of tne new County Council
held in Drogheds, James E. Murphy was elected Chairman and
Phil Monaghan was elected to the flce Chairmaenship - both
Brigade officers ofh;he I.R.A. After the election of
officers, I proposed a;vate of allegiance to Dgil Eireann
which was carried 24 to 8. The majority of the 8 were

former members of the County Council.

JG M Mr. Patrick McGee the outgoing Chairman presided at
the first part of the meeting of the new Council and when he
was vacaling the Chair to s sucéessar, I proposed a vote of
thanks to him. I pointed out that we of the new generation,
appreclated very fully the great services he aznd his
assoclates had rendered to the county - during their term of
office and I asked them not to expect hogstility from us as we

could all co-operate on the important

>4
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the well-being of the county. Mr, licGee appreciated those
remarks of mine =0 muck that he stated he had come to that
meeting with an erronecus impression as he was expecting
hostility from what he thought would .be a poor type of new
representative but he now felt that the affairs of the

county could be safely entrusted to the new Council. He then
walked down to where I'was sitting and shook me by the

hand, saying with tears in ms eyes, "thank you for your
kind words", adding “i1f all the new Connecillors are like you
things will turn out well®, Afterwards he and I became fast

and close friends, as I did with other members of minority.

|45 In areas throughout the country where military
activities were taking place and casualties on police or
military forces ensued, the relatives of deceased police or
soldiers brought huge claims for compensation against the
county authorities involved. Those claims were brought in
the Bratish Courts and were generally ignored by the County
Councils who had pledged alleglance_yo Dail Eireann. as

a result of this policy the full amounts of the claims were
allowed by default in all cases unﬂerenﬁed. in such eczses
the County Counecils not recognising the British Courts,

had no intention to Pay the decrees, British military
Officers operating in such areas had instructions to seize
moneys lying in the Council‘s Banks thus liguidating the
decrees, This type of action by the military authorities had
taken place in about three different counties when Lail
Eireann to counteract the high-handed action of the british,
and prevent repetition 1n other areas, issned instructions to

each County Council,giving allegiance to them, to call g

SpPecial meeting and pass a resolution dispensing with panks as

their trustees ang aPpoint new trustees who should be members

S M
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of their Council and must be "men of Straw" with
irreproachable character. Those trustees éhnuld be known

to the public bul behind those three men there should be at
least three members whose financial position must be solvent
andlwould be the real custodians of the Council funds and were

not to be known to the publie.

b My, Murphy, Chairmaen of the Louth County Council
got instructions from DA&il Bireann to carry out the above
plan of appointing new Trustees, He called & special meeting
for this purpose and on the day previous to the special
meeting all the Sinn Fein members of. the County Council held
a ﬂnu:‘% meeting where arrangements were made as to who

the different trustees should be. The Chairman read his
instructions which were discussed st great length ard
volunéeera were asked to fill the three positions where the
Trustees were t0 be known and also the other positions,

There was some hesitation in volunteers coming forward and

al though not a_ "man of straw" myself, I knew I could easily
make myself one by signing over all my property to my wife.

I volunteered. The Chairman himself next éﬁlunteereﬁ and the
late J.C. Kieran, Rathbrist, Ardee, also volunteered. The
question of thq_dhknawn custodians of the Council's moneys
next arose and Sénator J.T. McGee, Roodstown, Ardee, who

has been Chairman of the Liouth County Couneil for the last )
21 years and the late J.P. Kearney, Willville, Carlingford, and
another whose name I can't now remember,expressed their
willingness to a?t. 1t was also arranged who would be the
Proposer and seconder of the Resolution for the three first-
mentioned Trustees for the specral meeting next day. .The
other names were not to be mentioned at the meef;ng, The

business at the special meeting the next day caused great

consternation not along amongst our opPponents on the Coune1l

Sl
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but also amongst the Council's officials who had long
gervice with the Council and had never before been asked to
do anything so unorthodox. When the special meeting ended
the three new trustees with Phil Monaghan, Vice Chairman,
the late Cherles MacAllister, Secretary of the County
Council, and the late P.J. Gilmore, County Council
Accountant held a conference gnd decided to immadlateiy
withdraw all moneys standing to the eredit of the County
Council at the Hibernian Bank, Dundalk, whose trusteeship
had been ended by our vote that day.

147 Phal Monaghan was the brains behind the scheme we
pat into operation. We realized the danger of leaving large
sums of money in the County Council offices in Dundalk for
any length of time and due t6 my close proximity to the
offices of the Secretary, he was directed that on the receipt
of moneys from rate collectors and from all other sources and
as soon as he had it checked, he was to make ocut a lodgment
docket 1n my name in duplicate and to contact me at once
handing the cash and dockets over to me for which I gave a

receipt by signing both duplicates and the Secretary retaining

one,

I g - In the practice of this procedure I. would some days
collect large sums from Mr. MacAllester two or three times
&8s rale collectors handed the cash to the Secretary. When
1 received the cash and gave my receipt for 1t Mr, MacAllester':
responsibllity ended. From my receipt of the money I was ..
responsible; the originsl system being that 1 deliver the
cash to one of tne secret custodians. As thogse men lived
many miles from Dundalk this delivery was found to be both
inconvenient and entailed danger to the cash, I had to make
other arrangements which I will describe. ‘One cf the most
useful men I had in Dundalk and a frieng of mine and the cause

in more ways than one was Dr. J.J, Clarke, a medical

>4
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practitioner in Dundalk, a man with great quaiities of
character, guiet, silent, sincere and genuinely thorough

in anything he undertook. I entrusted to Dr. Clarke sums

of County Council money totalling on some occasions £70,000
not one penny of which was ever: misleid or misplaced, This
Dr. Clarke was also always at the disposal of the I.R,A. both
professionally and otherwise and would be displeased if

offered thanks for anything he did.

™

X If a raid took place on a Bank in Dundalk looking
for the Louth County Council Banking Account, it could not be
found. If the Bank h;ﬂ two or three new customers with
large balances to their credits the Bank was not mdade aware

that the cash was County Council funds.

/50 The second part of our scheme was the di shursements.
There was a regular practice in the County Council that
pPayments to workmen would be made fortnightly and to
Contractors monthly. Those payments were always made by
Paying Orders, with certain wording and particulars on a

blue form which was issued and signed by the Secretary., We
had new Paying Ofcers made out with slightly different wording
bearing a similar appearance to the old Yaying Orders. fThe
new Faying Orders bore the Secretary's signature and were
drewn on IMr. MocAllester's per;anal subsidiary account to
which I would lodge the éxaut amount of cash required on esch
paying day to meet his Paying Orders. As I was seeing Mr,
MacAllester bractically every day or had daily vouch with him
I always knew before hand exactly the amount to lodge. An
amusing ineident took place during this time. Before the old
County Council had gone out' of 6ffice they had successfully
negotigted with'ﬁhe Hibernmian Bank Dundalk for a loan of
£10,000 for some Specifiec work they cun;emplated at an interest

rate of .2%. On a visit to the Munster and Leinster Bank one

day 1 overheard a customer and tHe Bank Manager aiscusslﬂg a
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Bank rate of interest known as the London Rate. I had never
heard of this rate before and I immedigtely made enquiries

and discovered that deposits in g Bank of £1,000 or over for a
mnimum period of one month at the London Rate would qualify
for 5% interest. I conveyed this information to my fellow
trustees and we decided to raise the amount of the loan
sanctioned to our predecessors and lodge 1t agaln in a Bank
in the nemes of our custodians and make 3% profit on the
transaction. 1 personally negotiated this transaction by
collecting the amount of the loan and having it lodged

again at the London Rate. Mr. McWevin, the Bank Msnager,

may have known that he was vaying 5% interest on s customer's
deposit on the saememoney that was raised on loan at 2% inte;es
he could not officially state that the particular customer

wno lodged had any connection with the Louth County Couneil.
This Bank Manager proved his worth some months afterwards
when British forces raided mis Bank to collect decrees

levied against the County Council in the British Courts in
respect of claims made by dependents of Britisn casuglties

in an ambush in Dundelk. The British raid on the Bank failed
to locate any County Gouncil account. They closed the Bank
for a day. The Bank Manager was arrested and detazined in

the Military Barracks for three days, where he got g gruelling
cross-examination concerning his knowledge of the location of
the finances of the County Council. He Inew many things
unofficially. He acknowledged nothing and remained true and
steadfast all through his ordeal. Many raids and enguiries
were made at the Gnunty Council Offices and neither iy,
MacAllester nor his accountant, Mr. Gilmore, or the other
officials gave the slightest information to the British. 7The

handling of the County Council‘s finances was carried out most
satisfactorily by a1z

S

who had anything to do with the matter.
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I personally ran grave risks when either lodging or

collecting large sums of money as there was always the
likelihood of my being held up on the street. All through this
work I took the precaution of having an armed guard of the
I.R.A, shadowing me. The milaitary alsc raided the Belfast
Bank and the Munster and Leinster Bank where I had

formerly my Accounts. Neither of my accounts were in funds at

the time,

BURNING OF CRAIGES DRAFERY ESTABLISHMENT -
DISTILLERY LANE AMBUSH

151 About the time the pogram started in Belfast and
many Catholic houses were burned dowvm by Belfast Unionists

a deputation of British exz-Servicemen came to me seeking
permission to burn out g number of non-Catholic houses in
Dundalk as a reprisal for the Belfast barnings, None of
those ex-Servicemen had any comnection with the I.R.A. arnd
were previously actively hostile to the Republi;an cause. I
took a very {}rm action with the deputation. I informed them
that the 1.R.A. would not tolerzte any such reprissls and as
1 was responsible for all the citizens of the town and their
property; any attempt made to carry out the proposal they
made to me would be drastically dealt with and that T would
give orders to have any person found guilty of such attempts
shot. JShortly afterwards an ambush took Place 1in Distillery
Lane Dundalk, in which some menmbers of the Crown forces
suffered casuaglties. Immedigtely after this operation =
mysterious fire took place in a large Protestant Drapery
establisiment named Craigs in which téo shop: assistants lost
- their lives. This fire and the loss 0f 1ife caused intense

indignation all over the county of Louth and neighbouring

distriets in Co. Monaghan and Co,
Sy

-

Armagh and coming so0 soon
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efter the ambush it was looked upon by most pecple as being
done by the I.R.A., In fact some indavidusals who felt sore
over what wae happening in belfast came to congratulate me on
whatJthay considered & proper reprisal. In this confused
situation Mr. Comerford, Town Clefk, whom I have zlready
referred to in the 1916 period - called g public meeting by
past;r to be held in the Town Hall for the declared purpose

of forming a town guard to co~operate with the R.I.C. and
British military in preventing future I.R.A. activities. 'This
meeting was attended by a big crowd of large ratepayers and
loyalists. The District Inspector of the R.I.G. and s large
force of R.I.C. and some British Army officers were also
present. I hed one of our intelligence officers at the
meeting as 1 had originally no intention of being ﬁresent
myself as I was then on the run, but I wanted to know what
was taking place there. Some time after the meeting started
my 1.0. came and told me the trend of the speeches made at
the meeting which I was told cast the responsibility for the
fire at Craigs on the 1.R.A. As I was in oclose proximity

to the Yown Hall I immediately went there, forced my wey on
to the platform, mede a' firey speech disessociating the I.R.A.
from having anything to do with the burning of Craigs.

I pointed out that gquite recently 1 was approached by a
section of the British Ex-Service element in tovm for
permission to carry out reprisasls in Dundalk for what was
happening in Belfast and I said I was f%reed to threaten the
gun on those men to disuade them., [ also” promised the meeting
a3 senior officer of thé I.R.,A. that I would guarantee the
protection of all the citizens of the town if téa R.I.C. and
British military were removed. } pointed out that the 1.R.A.
as Irishmen had a more Practical interest in the welfare of
our citizens than zny British garrison could have. my
Speech caused consternation amongst the majority at the

s5.h, a
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meeting and no attempt was made to organise a town guard.

T immediately disappeared after the speech. On the following
day the: Irish Independent gave a report of my speech which,
I believe, was deliberately distorted to give the

impression that 1t was a gsection of the.I.R.ﬁ. that had
broken away from me and then approached me in comnection
with the burning of non-Catholic houses in Dundsalk; ]
This report of my alleged speech necessitated a long letter
from me to the Independent to darify the poaition. The
first report, however, had got so much publicity and
prominence that it did me a lot of harm in many areas ‘in the
country where the true circumstances were not known, my
action in publiely annuunciﬁg the position I held as Senior
Officer of the L.R.A. in Dundalk was not good policy for
myself or the L.R.A. orgesnisation’s point of view, but the
digbolical act which had occurred and of which most people
believed the I.R.A. were responsible made it essential that
1 should disassociate ourselves and glve & candid exposition
of the affair and thus safeguard the good name the I.R.4.
always held,

52 The I.R.A. intellagence immediately started to
investigate the origin of the fire and eventually found that
strong suspicicns pointed to at least three individuals

one of whom left the town shortly after the burning and hasg
never since returned and thie othersleft the distriet. EBach
of the suspected persons were known to be imbued with the
teachings of the Russian Revolutionaries., Neither the ®.I,C,
nor the #ilitary authorities in Dundalk made any move

as fer
as I could see to investigate or enguire into this matter.

/513 In or about Oetober, 1920, I had ocecasion to eall

>
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on a lady in Newry - frs, Rice of King Street - who had a
Lawsuit pending in the British Courts. My visit to this .
lady was 1n an effort to get her to transfer her Lawsuit %o
the Republican Court., 1 had élsq heard that there was a
fairly large movement of British troops sbout to be
transferred by rail between Dublin and Belfast so L decided
to reconnoitre the railway line to locate likely places for

g derailment of such trains. I was accompanied on this
journey by J.J. Laying an I.R.A. officer and an Ex-N.T.

who now lives in fortumna, Co. Galway, and who was teaching
school in Dunleer, Co. Louth, and lost his job in 1916 when
he tock part in the rising. On our journey Egck to Dﬁndalk
from Newry along the railway line I fell off by cycle and so
seriously injured my knee that . was unable to move. Laying
procured a car which conveyed me to Dundalk. -The
approximate dste of this accident can be fixed when I state
that on the following Tuesday the late Sean Carroll of Ardee
wrote to me that he had got reliable infarmaélun that

three County Louth men were to be shot by Urﬁwn ¥orces and that
1 was one of those men. roor Sean and anctﬁer man ngmed
Tierney were taken from their beds that night and shot dead
by Crown Yorces. About the same time two meh in Drogheda
were also taken out and shot in a similar manher. When . gét
Carroll's letter 1 immediately left home <nd %ent inte hiding.
The following n1ght'my Jouse was raided and g%t such a
thorough search by brutel R.I.C. that my wife.who was
expecting the birth of our first baby had thﬂ}next day to go
into hospital from the effects of her experiéﬁces during the

raid - this was six weeks hefore the baby was;horn.

ISl lmeedrately after the shooting in Ardee I

communicated with Michael Collins informng him of my

Predicament and hagd a reply from hainm stating that he wonld like

>4
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to gsee me at the earliest posaible moment. I arranged to
ga to Dublin und contact him as soon as 1t was pnssiple for
me to travel. I arrived in Dublin on the eve of Bloody
Sunday and met Collins in Plemming's Hotel.c He sdviged me
not to stay there and not to make myself conspicuous whils¥t
in the eity. He informed me that I could always contact
him through Frank Thornton then attached to Collins® staff

and well known to me.

/55 lfy association with Flemming's Hotel started my
early connection with fha Republican movement. Anytime I was
in Dublin I called there being a personal friend of the
proprietor, Sean O'Mghony whc was elected T.D. for County
Fermanagh in the 1918 General Election. In Flemming's I
' was always likely to meet I.R.A. officers from different
J parts of the country. From the early days in 1916 when the
leaders of Easter Week were preparing for the Rising 1t
was the location of many important and secret mestings of
the leaders. All the Hotel Staff were members of the Cumann
na mBan, On one occasion when D&il Eireann was in secret
session after the proclasmation of Dail Eiresnn aé an lllegal
Organisation by the Braitish I called at Flemmings. I was”
that day taking the remains of a Dundalk man who died in
Dublin to Dundalk for burizl and on my journey home I called
. at Flemmings for a cup of tee and met there several T.Dg.
with whom I was acqueinted. Whilst being served with the
Tea a message was received. by Mrs, O'Mahony from M1, Collins
that Flemmings and other Hotels were to be searched by the
British in an effort to capture some of the T.Ds. Wrs.
O'Mahony immediately sent some of her girls to houses of her
acquaintances to seek accommodation for the men in danger of

&L B capture. There were three men at my table at the time and I

- Sk
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suggested to them that 1t would be advisable that they

should seek accommodation outside Dublin for that night.

I volunteered to convey these men as far as Balbriggan where
I recommended they could stay with safety. This 1nvitation
of mine was accepted by Terence McSweeney of ?ﬂrk, Philap
MacMahon and Joseph Murrasy who were all dressed in black

and could easily pass as the relatives of the Geceased person
whose remains I had opposite the Hotel in an improvised hearse
When we arrived” at the Hotel in Balbriggan I informed the
manager that one of our curs had broken dosn and that those
relatives of the deceased required asccommodation in the

Hotel until morning which was arranged. The R.I.C. at this
time were very vigilent in examining Hotel registers and the
men registered as Uncles of the deceazsed person using the
names of genuine uncles which I gave them. They remained

for the night safely in Balbriggan and returned to Dublin the

next morning.

156 On the eve of Bloody Sunday November, 1920, I went
to Holles Street Hosvital to visit my wife., I asked to see
Dr. Cunningham the Resident Doctor, and I explained to him
that it was not convenient for me to call at the hospital
during visiting hours. I asked him to facilitate me by
having the fime of my visits fixed for after nightfsll as
owing to my physique and noticeable lameness I would easily
attract the atfention of the police or mrlitary fI did not
tell Dr. Cunningham I was on the run). Dr. Cunningham kindly
agreed. On the Monday following Bloody Sunday I again visited
my wife on that night, Dublin was seething with British
milltary and police activities and curfew was 1mécseﬂ at an
earberhour than heretofore, Whole Hocks of streets were
cordoned off and house to house searches were taking place.

Dr. i
Cunningham sent a nun up to my wife's room requesting me-
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across both ends of Holles Street, that a search of each
house was in progress, that shots were being fired and that
there was little possibility of my getting-through the
Cordon. He expressed the hope that a maternity hospital
would not be searched but he advised me to pose as a Doctor
in the event of the Hospital being raided. He gave me his
white coat, Stetescope,.Thermometer and other things usually
carried by a Doctor and told me to get rid of any letters

or notes likely to identify me 1f searched and gave me some
general ainatructions as to how a Doctor should act., I
dressed in his white coat took possession of his equipment and
he remained in the room in his outdoor clothes and we sat
talking. My attention was attracted to a photcéraph on the
mantlepiece of the room of a lady on horse back and he gave
me the name of a well-known Dublin sportswoman snd the name
of an equally well-known hunter and winner at Horse Shows.
This conversation was of a casuel nature but 1t turned out to

have importent significance a short time later.

aw

/157 A Raiding party with little respect for a Maternity
Hospital banged roughly on the Hospital door, curging and
demanding that the door be opened.  The door was opened by one
of the nurses, and a number of Black and Tans yushed in with
revolvers in their hands. Some came into Dr. Cumnningham's
room and demanded us to put up our hands, I protested
vehemently against their intrusion into a Maternity Hospital
and told ‘them that as g doctor I had "serious responsibilities
towards my patients. I threatened to bring the matter of their
intrusion under the notice of their superior officers. They
did not even ask me uy name but turned to Dr. Cunningham who

was standing beside me with his hands up and eLqulred who

he was and what he was doing there. Before Dr, Cunningham

bhad time to answer a Black and Tan officer who had s rhoto

in his hangd looked from the photo

= ‘7 . to Dr, Cunningham, said,
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this man is "Blank" Collins and gave orders to have Dr.
Cunningham remcvea‘tn the lorry outside the Hospital and

put with the other prisoners., The Doctor was removed whilst
I protested against their action. MNeanwhile the other Black
and Tans were raiding different parts of the Hospitsal and I
was left in the room by myself. There was a British Army
Offlcer}who was evidently in charge of a party in the Hallway
outside the room I was in, and I went out to him and protested
again about Dr, Cunningham's arrest. I told the officer that
Dr. Cunningham was the mMedical Qfficer in cns;rge of the
Hospital and that I was his assistant and only attached to
the Hospitel for midwifery experience., He came i1nto the room
whilst 1 was spesking to him and when he caught sight Ef the
lady on horse-back photograph he exclaimed "Oh! Miss So and
So, and good 0ld So and So" mentioning the ﬁcrses name -
"Many @ hunt L had on that horse". Turning to me he demanded
"What 1s that photograph doing here". "Oh!", I said,

“Qhat is Dr. Cunminghan's fiancée". The cfficer then said,
"Dr. Cunningham be D__ed. That man 1s Collins". T told
him that they were making a grave mistake that Dr,

Cunningnam should be questioned and would be easily able to
convince them that he was not Collins. He then gave orders
that Dr, cunnzngham_shnuld be brought in from the lorry.

When the Doctor arrived the first question the officer asked
him was, "Who is"that lady on horse-back and can you tell

e the name of the horse she 1s riding", Dr, Cunningham
seemed indignant at the officer's question and told ham that
he wuulduprefer that the lady's name should not be

discussed under such circumstances. The Doctor emphatically
denied he was Collins and suggested that the officer should

*phone the Master of the Hospital, who was a well-known

> 7 |
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Loyalist, znd ask the Master to come along and identafy him,
The officer appeared to agree to this suggestion to my

horror asz 1t would most likely put me in queer street if the
Master turned up. After some further discussion between

the officer ané the Doctor the officer changed his mand and
accepted Dr., Cumningham's word that he was not Michael
Collins. He immediately called off the men raiding upstairs
and all left the Hospitel. Both Dr. Cunningham and myself

breathed sighs of relief,

15¢ On Ml'. Collins's insiructions I did not stay in
Flemmings Hotel. lMrs. O'Mahony got me accommodation in
McNamara's Hotel on the copposite side of Gardiner's Place.

On the evening of Bloody Sunday after Curfew I saw a rarding
party entering Fleming's Hotel. I could pity any lodger
found there that night as Black and Tans, Auxiliaries and
British Soldiers were rumning riot all over the place. On
the following Tuesday night'a raid on both Flemings and
HelNamara's took place gt the same*time. There were 14 to 15
guests in McNamaras all of whom were lined up i1n the corridor
and questioned. I was ordered to leave the bed like the
others but pretended I could not do so cwing to an injury to
my knee. They questioned me very much on this. I told them
1 was 1n the city to have the knee L-Rayed; that I was a
farmer and I ascted in g stupid manner. When I satisfied them
that my knee condition was not due t0 a bullet wound one of

ithem remerked "Your So and So would mske a poor soldier",

and they left me as'I was, Another young man who was in my

room was not lined up with the others outside but was closely

questioned as to how long he was in the eity, ete. and they

eventually made him g0 down on his knees and Swear fealty to

King George and his successors,

/5q Yaring my stay in

>4

Dublin which lasted over several
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weeks I was in close contact with Frank Thornton, Michael
Collins and Gearoid O'Sulliwvan., Mé fingl meeting with
Collins was gt the Hcéth Star Hotel on the 23rd December.
r., De Valera had returned from America and his baggage was
lying in the Worth Star end Collins wes most concerned with
the safe custody of Mr. De Valera‘'s baggage and its safe
transference to the abode where the Chief was to resaide,
His home-coming was not then known to the Braitish
Authorities. I volunteered, 1f he got a horse drawn cdb,
t0o drive the Chief’s baggage to it's destination.

Collins t0ld me he had other matters to discuss with me and

thet he could arrange sbout the baggage.

JbD During the course of our conversation, Collins
informed me that there were a good many active officers in
their respective areas for whom the British Authorities were
making strenuous gffafts to capture, and that some of those
men ?aﬂ come to Dublin and that the Dublin Brigade were not
in a}positian to absorbe them all and that it was under
disc%ssion at G.H.Q to send gome of those men to areas which
were mot as active as might be expected. He agked me for my
opinion on the effect of such a plan., In reply I pointed out
that very few of our local officers hazd any military
experience or training and as I would be incapacitated for
some time I believed that by sendlng us a strange officer who
hed undergone a course of military training would command
more respect from officers and men than any of the loeal -
officers would get., I agreed that Louth would accept an
officer such as he had in mind. Eventually - a week after my
arreet - the late Yatrick HcKenna, a native of Co. Monaghan,

was sent by G.H.Q. to Louth. Ths officer subsequently became

M
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Brigade 0/C. lst Bragade, 4th-Northern Division, DBefore 1
left Michael Collins on this occasion he enguired when I
was going home. As the following day was Christmas Eve,

I sagid to-morrow. He advised me not to get omn a train at
Amiens Street Station nor to get off at Dundalk Station.

I agreed to take his advice and then asked him'"what about
your own safety", "Oh!"™ he sard with a smile “i am the

gafest man in Bublin“.

bl In accordance with Collins' advice the next evening
accompanied by Jamqs Hughes (Booser)}, a Dundalk man, who had
to leave Dundalk after his prominent part in the Distillery
Lane Ambush, and whom I had met on maeny occasions in Dublin
with two other Dundalk men, Michael Donnelly and Paddy McHugh
all active in Dublin; I went to Clontarf Railway station
to get a train for the North. When we arrived at Clontarf

I was shocked to notice the secarcity of reople on the
platform on Christmas Eve and i went to the Stationmaster
and enquired when the next train was leavang there for
Drogheda. The Statiommaster replied,on St. Stephen's Day
at 9 a.m.; that the last train on Christmas Eve had gone,

He informed me that a train would leave Amiens Stireet in 10

minutes thet would Suit me and that was the last train Horth

that evening.

62 As my getting home for Christmas Day depended on
this risky chance I decided to take it. We both ran out on
the road and "Bcnserf Hughes commandeered a Model T Ford Yan'
and conpelled the driver to proceed at once to Amiens Street.
On the way we exchanged our headgear and I cut off a hefty
handlebar moustache and removed my glasses and in this way

made a considerable change in.my appearance. Whilset I

hobbled up the steps leading to the station "Booser" went in

front of me and procured a ticket for Castlebellingﬁam where

=9,
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I had previously arranged a car should pick me up. 1 got
through the Berrier at the station without incident and

was beginning to feel shat my disguise was effective until
entering a crowded c&rriag; a young Dundslk lady coming

home on holidays and who had not seen me for three years,
addressed me by my name, thus proving that a woman's

powers of penetration are superior to a man's efforts to
deceive. 1 arrived home safely and had my Christmas dinner
at a félend's house convenient to my own where 1 had been
Joined by my wife. At this house my wife informed me that
she had procured a safe place for me to stay that night at
enother friend's place. When L proceeded to the place
mentioned by my wife, the reception 1 gqt there was so frigid
that I decided against stuying there. I knew L would be
welcome at the house of reter Hearty, Linenhall Street and
Joe Clarke came and escorted me to Heartys. On auf'gourney
there we had to pass several places where Black and ans
frequented but arrived there without mishap. My selection

of Mearty's house was most unfortunate.” I was not aware that
another man on the run had been using the house as a hide-out
for the previous week. whis man was the late P.J. Berrill
who was well-lmown and had been seen entering and leaving the
house. ,On the night after my arrival in Hearty's house the
entire block of street in which the house was located was

surrounded by mlitary, Black and Tans and R.I.C. and I had

. no chance of esecape. “hen I realised this complete infestment

by Crown forces of the district and my~ part:al immobilisation
as a result of my injured kmee I decided to sit out the raid
and trust to luck. . When the military and Black and tens
entered the house I was sitting a2t a table rretending to read

& newspaper and trusting to my vartisl disguise. After

magking & thorough searen of the premises they ﬁére about to

S h
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wlithdraw when an H.I.C. man named Nicheolls caught me by the
shoulder and threw me back on the chair I was sitting on
‘saying "arn't you MacGuill who has us out of bed far at

least three nights every week for the last three months
looking for you". Nichells® identification was confirmed

by a Sergeant Sheridan an K.I.C. Secret Service agent.
Eventually Distriet Inspector Gallagher arrived in the house.
I 'had known this man some Years previously when he was
serving as a Head Constable in Dundalk and he was only a
short time promoted to D.I. rank and returned to Dundalk
area on promotion. When D.I. Gallagher noticed my lameness
he enguired as to my injury and asked if I would be able

to walk as far as Anmne Street Barracks or if he should
provide me with a conveyance. When I considered this matter
and the attitude of the raiders who appeared out for my
blood I told Gallagher that I would be able to walk a8 far as
the Barracks provided he walked with mey as I di1d not feel
safe with any of the others. He promised to do so and he
accompanied me to the Barracks., When we arrived at the
Barracks, Gallagher ordered z11 the other menbers of my'
egcort into a room and told me to g0 into the Dayroom.

From the Dayroom I heard haim addressing the Bluck and Tans
in the other room. He told them most emphatically that

if any of them attempted to open the Dayroom door or enter
the day room his orders were that they be fired on, He then
pPicked three R.I.C. Constables all bearing the name of
Clarke, as my bodybuard for t@e night. It was then pgst mid-
night, He then took me upstairs to his own room and
prodacing = bottle of whiskey invited me to have a draini.

I refused the drink, stating I was a teetotaller but advised
him to take a drink himself, as I expected he needed 1%,

He appeared to me to be 1n an absolute state of nerves. He

S
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took a drink of whiskey and said "James I wish thag

night wag over. I will protect yén with my own life, You
have no idea how hard it is for me to control those

savages (meaning the Black and Tans). I will make a

"Shake down" for you to sleep on, but I will sleep none this
ﬁlght snd under no circumstances are you to go 0 the back"

-

(meaning the latrines).

/63 He kept his word. I met this officer some years
afterwards and he informed me that hg got the surprise

of his lafe ‘when he found me in Hearty's house. He had
refrained from raiding Heartys for Berrill until he knew
that the latter was safely away and he had no idea whatever

that he would find me there.

JbLe I was conveyed to the Dundalk Militery Barracks the
following day under heavy escort. On arrivel I was the only
prisoner there. When Sundsy came and I found no facilities
for attending Mass I became annoyed that I had not made a
request in tame for facilities to attend Mass, 'I then

made application for those facilities for fiew Year's Day,

I got no rerly to this application, I then sent an _
ultimatum to the Militury Officer in charge dgmanding
facilities to attend Mass as a right, which in case of a
refusal of my demands I proposed to go on hunger strike until
my demand was granted. This ultimstum brought me a visit from
the orderly officer who engquired what I meant by "this 'ere
Mass".,, I explained as beat I could a1l azbout the Mass and
the obligation on Catholics to attend Hass om all Sundays and
Holydays. I explained that it would be necessary for me to get
in touch with some of our clergy who would require permission
Yo enter the Barracks and also that accommodation would be

required for the celebration of Mass. He Promised to put my

=7
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views before the Colonel eﬁd that he would report back to me
later. Meantime, three.other prisoners arrived - Pat and
Matt Agnew and Seamus Kelly, Dunleer. I'arranged with thosze
new comrades. that should we be refused the right to practice
our religion by those invaders of our country who had no
status here except the power to impose their rule by force of
arms, we would go on hungerstirike until we were given
facilities to worship our God as our religion demanded.
Eventually a British Wilitary Sergeant - who himself was
receiving instructions for entry into the Catholic Church -
visited me and told me that he was instructed by the Colonel
to find out what facailities I required for the celebration of
Wass the following mormng and that he was prepared to deliver
any messages from me to my Clergy. I asked the Sergeant

to call-on the Rev., F. McEKeown, Adminiatrator; Dundalk parish,
asking him to send a priest the following morning to the
Barracks to say Muss. I received a reply that there were no
priests 1n the Farochial House available. I then communicated
with the Rev. Fr. Coyle, C.SS.R. Redemptorist Order,asking
him to say Mass for us. He replied that he would willingly
do so 1f he had the consent of the Administrator, Fr. McKeown.
This consent I got by sending the Sergeant with a further
message to Fr. McKeown. PFr. Coyle arranged to say Mass the
following morning - 6th Jdanuary, 1921 - at 6 a.m. When

Fr, Coyle arrived the next morning the four of us went to
Confession to him snd received Holy Communion at the mass.
When the Mass was over I spoke to Fr. Goyle and pointed ont
thet the following day wes the first Priday of the month ang
that 1 had a life-long devotion to the First Pridays, and

besides that the next day was also the lapt Priday of a Noveng

I had started in St. James's Infirmary, London, the previous

May for the Beatafication of the Little Flower, for the great

=4
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favour received by my release from Wormwood Scrubbs

Prison and I asked him if he could conveniently come again
the next day to enable me to complete the Novena. Fr.

Coyle said, "Why not, this gymnasium is nicely arranged and
our use of it will not cazuse inconvenience t¢o any person and
I will come to-morrow morning at 7.30 a.m. if you get the
necessary permission for me. Father Coyle was 100%
Republican and a genuine priest of God, who considered the
Spiritual Welfare of the British Garrison - military and
police forces serving in Ireland. He stated that many of
those men had no opportunmity of attending to their religious
duties whilst on active service in Ireland and he asked me
to include i1in my application permission for all milltary

and others in.the Barracks who wished to attend at Mass

to do so.

b5 I sent in my application as suggested by Father
Coyle but my letter must have conveyed a wrong impression
to the Military Authorities. They gave permission for the
liass at the selected time the following day. However, an
officer came and questioned me very seriously as to what my
intentions were to have Roman Catholic Troops present at

our Mass, I teld ham what Fr. Coyle had said about the
difficulties those men had in practising their religion.
Finally he promised me that we would have permi%sicn to have

Mass ourselves but he would not promise that any troops would
|
attend.

leb On the following morning I was rudely awakened at
6 a.m. by the Sergeant of the Guards who informed me that §

must dress at once as I was being removed. I could not

believe this possible at such an early hour and I informeqd

him that there was a priest coming to say Mass gt 7.30 a.m

>4
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However, 1 was forced to get up. I took my time in
dressing and doing my toilet and by dally?ng 1?
completing my preparations, take up time until the priest
was due to arrive. My breakfast was brought in at

6.45 and I refused to eat 2t. At 7 a.m. an escort in
charge of a military ofticer - Captain Maxwell ~ arrived
to remove me. Meantime I heard great commotion outside
on the Barrack Square. The noise of Armoured Cars,
lorrys and marching men, words of command being shouted -

2ll the noise of grest general activities. -

ley When Captain Maxwell approached me 1 explained to
him that arrangements had been mede by his Senior Officer

for a priest to visit the Barracks and celebrate lass ;t

T.3Q as the day was & day of special devotion in the

Catholic Church and 1 told him I would not leuve my cell until
T.30. Hg got exclted when he heard this and he got four

0f his men into the cell with fixed bayonets to remove me.

1 got my back up againsé a wall to prevent the soldiers
getting behind me and to0ld Captain Maxwell that there was neo
need for any excitement; that I was not going to give any
trouble other than my determination to await the arrival
. of the priest. My coolness infuriated him and he'told me with
some heat ir his words that L was leaving the cell when he
choose not when I choose and he ordered his Sergeant to

Pick a firing party of four. When this was done he again
ordered me to leave the cell. I answered "No". He then

gave the words of Command to the firing party, Ready, Present,
and I had thF unigue experience of standing in front of a
firing Fgrtyiand laving to tell the tale. I addressed

the officer ?gain at this stage and tolg him 1t waz most

unfair to put those young soldiers into %he position that

they might nervously press a trigger ang although not afraig

5;fﬁ:19, I would prefer to live for another while, He was
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then holding a parr of handcuffs in his hands which he now
threw on the floor in a temper and walked out. The'
Sergeant then gave the command "Order Arms" to the firing
party. The officer returned in about 10 minutes' time
and repeated the same routine and ggain I had the
experience of looking into the barrels of rifles pointing
at me, I again appealed to his better instinets and
informed him that L had a principle at stake which I valued
+ more than my life for which I was prepared to make thé
supreme sacrifice and that L would not 1eéve the cell ]
alive before 7.30 a.m. and should the pri;st net then arrive,
I would leave quietly.. Again the officer left the cell.
Heanwhile the noise on the Barrack Square continued,
t Orders were being shouted from every direction and great
, excitement seemed to prevail., My two comrades the Agnew
brothers had been removed from their cells to a lnrry.oﬁ
the Square at 7 z.m. and I knew it must now be near 7.30
as 1 had heard the 7.15 chimes ringing from the loecal church
many mirutes past. So I hoped and prayed that Fr. Coyle
would soon arrive.- I was feeling that 1f I again forced
the military to go through the same ordeal, those nervous
. and inexperienced soldiers might shoot me. I made my peace
with God by offering up a spiritual communion and reconciled
myself to His Holy Will. I was gquite reconeilled to accept
what appeared to be inevitable as Captain Maxwell appeared for
the third time, This time he informed me that there was |
going to be no doubt about it and for the last time he asked
me if I was prepared to leave., I again answered "No" and for

the 3rd time the words of command were g1ven. I again spoke

a

to Captain Maxwell Saying that if he was an offieer ang a

W - gentlemen he should recognise that the difference between us in

. . time was only a matter of minutes, as at the first stiroke for

the 7.30 chimes I would surrender,

3.4

At that moment the
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"Glér G1& Chluig en Aifrinn &4 bualadh" as Padraig Pearse
described in hils besutiful story "losagén" cazame clearly on
the morning eir from the nearby St. Joseph's Church. I
then told Captain Mexwell that the fight was over gand that
I now was prepared to leave. I put on the remaining
garments for the journey in a slow manner hopang that Fr.
Coyle would arrive. I delayed my departure in every
possible way, but to no eftect, as the priest did not turn
up. The excitement of Captain Maxwell and the Sergeant was
20 great that when Maxwell threw another pair of handecuffs
to the Sergeant saying "Handeuf? those B___ s in the lorryn
the Sergeant put another pair of handcuffs on th§1hgnew
Brothers and I was left without any. The lorry then
started on its long journey to Bullykinlar Camp. Although
I fasted all day on the journey there in the hope of
receiving Holy Communion, when I arrived at our destination
1 discovered after 1 arrived that the Chapluin for the Camp
Was an outside priest and had gone home before gur arraval.

I spent nearly 12 months in Ballykinlar,

11Y'4 During my tame in Ballykinlar I often thought of
why Fr. Coyle drsappointed me on the morning 1 left Dundalk
Barracks. Apart from his priestly calling he was one of the
most determined irishmen I ever met., He had at that time
only completed a series of Lectures 1n St. Joseph*'s Church,
Dundalk on the persecution of the Catholic Church in Lreland.
He was fearless in his denounciation of British tyranny in
ireland. It was only on my return from Ballykinlar when I
went to visit him that 1 learned that on the night prior to
the first Friday - the day he was to have celebrated lMass gt

7.30 2.m. - he was etalled upon by two British Officers who

Sh,
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who produced my application which included the reguest for
permission for the Catholic troops to attend at Mass.

The officers wanted to know from Fr. Coyle why he should
have suggested thear attendance’ at a Mass requested for
prisoners: The officers gave Fr. Coyle the impression
that there was some ulterior motive in the whole business.
The result of this anterview was that Fr. Coyle was told
he would not be allowed into the Barracks until 8.30 a.nm.,
the next morning. * Fr. Coyle‘s view on this matter was that
the military were convinced that the whole business was a
;3Eg; to get a large rumber of troops in the Barracks off
duty whilst the L.R.A, were attacking the Barracks. This
viewpoint, of course, would explain the unususl militery
activity in the Barracks on that morning before my removal

to Ballykiniar.

l16q Some little time subsequent to Easter Weelk 1916,

1 Joined the Irish Republican Brotherhood, I was
initiated by James Toal who wes the centre for Dundaly.
After being a member of the orgenisation for a few months
the town was divided 1nto three districts and a circle
started in each District. Elections to appoint a head took
Place in each circle and the men appointed were Patrick
Hughes 5 rost Office official , James Toal and myself.
Shortly after those appointments 1 and the two others
attended a provisional meeting of the L.R.B. in Dublin. As fer
as 1 know at the time or since there was no Head Centre for
Louth 1n the organisation before thisg provincial meeting and
a short time afterwards James "oal was elected Head Centre
for Louth. At the time of this first provincial.meeting at
which 1 was present each C'-me.in the frovince was eligible

to send thgfg centre ss a representative to the provinecial

sS4



Military Archives Cathal Brugha , ‘
BKs Rathmines Dublin 6

Ph8046457, :
) 105.
g

meeting or Leinster Executive zs 11 was sometimes called;
and it appears that the meetings were becoming so unwieldy
1% was decided that a head Centre for each Uounty only would
attend Leinster Executive meetings in future. 1t wzs glso
decided that all active Irish Volunteer officers should

be initiated into the I.R.B,

{70 The system adopted for initistion of members 1into
the 1.K.B. was 55 follows: The person‘'s name was rroposed
at a Uircle meeting and 1f approved of there, the person’s
name was, sent to other Circles in the district for approval -
and it was only on the approval by a number of Circles of the
person’'s admission, that the proposer could a&pproach ham and
explain all about the aims and objects of the organigation

= and ask him if he was willing to take the oath. If the
person agreed to join, an appointment was then made for him
to meet the Head Centre who reserved the right of
admnistering the oath, This system of sdmission into the
organisation entailed, that 1f any objection to & person's
admission arose from any Cirecle consulted for his

initiation, it ended his chances of ever becoming & member.

i1 The majority of the Irish Volunteer officers in
the Louth Brigade were members of the I.R.,B. There were
scme who were not. From 1916 onwards the 1.R.B. were the
driving force behind the Irish Volunteers. Later when the
system of appointing I.R.A. officers was changed from
election to appointment, sanctioned by G.H,Q, it was always
a4 member of the I.R.B. who was selected for promotion, so
much so, that in Louth the I.R.B. organisation had almost

complete control of the I.R.A. organisation,

- 172 The position of three Cirel e5 1n Dundslk gs

outlined above, with James

>4
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remained unchanged up to November, 1918. 'When James Toal
died during the Great Flu epidemic I succeeded Toal as

Head Centre for Louth and also replaced him as 0/C. Louth
Volunteers. Ey this prormotion I got into intimate contact
with the members of the leinster Executive of the I.R.B.
and also with the Headguarters Staff of the Irash

volurkeers.

73 At the first Executive meeting I attended as Head
Centre for Louth. The Chairman was Dermot Lynch. Alsc
present as far as I can recollect were Dermot U‘Hggarty,
HMichael Collins, Greg Murphy, George Irvine or Ervine;

Sean Boylan, Meath, and I think Joe McGrath and 2 man named
Murphy and others. The business done at those meetings

was a report on.the state of the organisation from each of
the county Head Centres: The progress made in getting

all members of the lrish Volunteers initiated into the I.R.B.
organisation: The discussion of means of procuring arms

and war equipment. Provincial meetings were held once a
quarter and Circle meetings once per month. In the matter of
Circle meetings a delegate from another Circle always

attended but took no part in the business done,

76 After I became a member of the Leinster Executive
the farst incident of importance which took place at an
Executive meeting was the appointment of a representative on
the Supreme Council. This meeting took place & suort t1me
efter the setting up of the Government of D&il Fireann in
January, 1919, I believe the vacancy to be filled was causged
by the resignation of Cathal Brugha from the Organisgtion.

It was ammounced at the meeting that a vacancy had oeccurred
on th% Supreme Council and that the Executive would now

proceed to appoint g representative. The procedure followed

was as follows:-

S

A selection committee was first appointed
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from the representatives at the meeting. A number of men
were proposed. and seconded for the selection conmittee and
from those five were selected by ballot, Those five

members of the selection committee were sworn to secrecy that
the business they were about to do would not be de?ulgeﬂ to
any person outside thenselves, 1 was one of the first
selected and as far as I can remember S0 were Sean Boylan
Michzel Collins, 1 thirk also Joe MeGrath and the last man

I can't remember. We adjourned to another room and we
unanlénusly gselected Hichael Collins - he being present -
who immediately refused to act stating he was sure of
nominetion to the Supreme Council from another quarter.

He said there was a man he would recommend to the

Selection Committee - & man who was & member of the Leinster
Executive but not on the Selection Committee - whom he would
recommend to us as he was anxious that this man should be on
the Supreme Council and if he was not selected at this
election he had no other hope of getting on the Council.

We foolishly followed Collins advice and .subsequent events
proved that Collins had one man more to rely on on the
Supreme Council. I don't wish to put this man's name’on
record. I can safely saé that not one member of the
Selection Committee, with the exception of Collins hamself,
knew who this man was, other than by name. The procedure

in the elentlpn ensured that no member of the Leinster
Executive knew who the leinster representative was except the

members of the Selection Committee and they were sworn to

Secrecy.

178 At this particular meeting a discussion also arose
Over a proposal by me to get a portion of South Armegh which

was then linked up with the Louth area in the volunteer

Ry
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organigation and whose officers I wanted linked up with

Co. Louth in the I.R.B. organisation. This proposal

I fought vigorously on the grounds that the men I wanted

to link up were all subordinate officers to me and a

part of the organisation of my Battaliion area. This

proposal of mine was turned down but the vigour snd heat

1 put into the argument in favour of 1t must have sttracted
favourgble attention to myself, as when the appoiniment of +the
five members of the Selection Committee mentioned above arose’
later I was the first men selected, coming before Ml.Collins
who was the second man elected, It 1s‘1nterest1ng rnow to
think that this vote against my proposal re South Armagh
districts at the Leinster BExecutive was a posthumous
recognition of the present "Border" line dxrviding Northern

and Southern Ireland,

176 In connection with my position as representative

of County Louth on the beinster Executive of the I.R.B. it

wes necessary for me to bring up the guestion of arms

supplies for the I.R.A. in my area. I stressed the

unenviable position I was personally placed in. As stated
earlier in this narrative I pointed out the eftorts I had
already made and gave details of my visit to Liverpool and

my meeting with Neil Kerr, and the arrangements I made with
him for the purchase of rifles., I detailed, as L have

already ﬁeacribed, how those rifles purchased by Eerr

passed through my area but were not for us, I pointed out hov
agrieved I felt when I actually handled those rifles, in

thelr journey through my area, destined Ffor use 1n anotner
area. Yichael Collins denied all knowledge of the
transaction gnd threatened me with disciplinary asction for
making faléé and inaccurate charges and he had almost convinced

the meeting when I described how I hagd Provided the transport

=
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for the rifles and gave day and date for their arrival in
"Hewry in the custody of a local I.R.B. man then resident ain
Birkenhead named John Murphy, otherwise knovm as "Jack the
Navvy". I insisted that my story was correct and that
evidence could be procured to substantiate ali I said. oy
summing up of those indisputable facts convinced the meeting
that . knew what L was talking about and Collins "caved in'
end admitted that the rifles had arrived in Newry as 1
had stated but that they had been acquiTed and purchased by
County Cork men in Liverpool and that 1t was he - Colling -

who had arranged their importation vis Newry area.

177 Some time efter the Leinster Executive of the I.R.B.
had elected a representative on the Supreme Council I had
a8 discussion with Cathsl Brugha on matters rertaining to the
I.R.B. Brugha told me that he held that when the
Republican Government of Daxl Eireann was sét up és a de
facto Government there was no. necessity for the existence

of the L.R.B. organisation. He informed me that this was has
reason for resigning from the organisation and the Supreme
Counecil. He believed that dual command would always lead to
ultimate confusion and that the Supreme Council of the 1.R.B.
could not realistically function as the Government of the
Republic whilst D4il Bireann reémained in exigtence, He
advised me to leave the I,R.B. organisation and to bring
any good man 1 had influence with out with me. After some
discussion ‘of the matter he told me that on second thoughts
he would not advise such a course of action for the time
being. He finally advized me to remain in the
organisation and in the position of Head Centre for Loath
&S my resignation might cause an undesirable person

suoce%ding me. He further advised me t0 discontinne

-,
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recruiting for the I.R.B. in County Louth as he
instinetively felt that the I.R,B. as an organisation would
become dangerous to the future interests of Dail Ejireann

as the Republicaen Government.

1% B Around 1918 - 1919 The British Govermment made

an order that all officials in Bratish Government Services
must take an oath of allegiance. At this time Patrick
Hughes, one of the Centres of the I.R.B. in Dundalk worked
a8 a postal official in Dundalk Post Office, was affected
by this order. Mr. Hughes who is now lrish Consul in

San Francisco, was then one of our most useful and
enthusiastic workers. His position in the Post Qffice
gave him opportunities to obtain valuable jtems of
intelligence and he had been doing thas work for us from
before the Rising in 1916, and L considered the work he was
doing valuable from the military importance of the
information he was from time to time reporting to me.

When the question of the cath of allegiance arose he came to
me and we discussed the matter, he informed me that he was
brepared to take the oath of allegiance with mental
reservations so that he could continne his intelligence

reports, to which I agreed.

179 Some months afterwards at & meeting of the
Leinster Bxecutive of the I.R.B. the matter of the ocath of
allegrance and its effect on Republican interests came up
for discugsion. I told the meeting that one of oy centres
in Dundalk had taken the oath of allegiance with my
consent and I gave the reasons I had for agreeing. I got
severely reprimanded ang was threatened with exXpulsion

from the organisation if 1 did not get rad of this

undesgirable immedigtely, 1, Collins who took a prominent

54
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. part in the laceration I received, stated that a man could
not blow hot and blow ccld at the same time. One of the
most unpleasgnt duties 1 had ever t¢ do i1n commnection with
the I.R.B. waa to dispense with the services of Patrick
Hughes and to relieve ham of his office and membership.
This had to be done as diplomatically z= possible so that I
should not hurt his feelings as I lmew he was genuinely
sincere. Afterwardd although not a member of ?ha I.R.B.
he remained one of our most capable and efficient

Intelligence Officers.

]80 On another occasion in a most innocent and
unconscious manner I fell foul of the L.R,B. and was "put on
the spot" for my assisting a Cabinet Minister of Dail

Eireamn to get to Englend. This "wanted" man grrived in

&

Dundalk and reported to me pointing out that he had

important official business to transact in England and that
it was essential that he should get there in tné shortest
possible time. I helped ham to perfect his disguise and made
arrangements with a member of the crew of the S.S5. Dundalk
belonging to the Dundalk and Newry Stesmpacket Company operat-
g between Dundalk agd Liverpool, for getting him across to
England, 1 supervised his getting aboard. He gratefully
sent me a postcard from HManchester s few days later informing
me of nis safe arrival, Shortly afterwards when wal ting

in rooms in Farnell Square, Dublin, for a meeting of the
Leingter Exegutive of the 1.R.B. to assemble, iichael
Collins, who was present, produced a copy of the Hue and

Cry (an offieial R.I1.C. periodical) which contained four
Photographs of wanted men for whose heads there was a reward

offered. The names of those wanted men as far as 1 can

1

remember were Cathal Brugha, Richard Muleahy, Michzel Collins

and the man whom 1 agsisted to ‘get

>

across to England.
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When shown the periodical by Collins 1 said pointing to one
Alrr NG

jivn’nf the phctegrapﬁgd"He 18 safe snyhow". Collins sharply

f

enguared "What do you mean? "I arranéad to get ham across

to Englan& last,week" 1 innocéntly replied, "and I had a
posteard since notifying me of his safe arrival" and at the
same time 1 produced the posteard. Collins gct1exciteﬂ and
jumped up from where he was sitting and said i1n a most
officious mgnner, "Seamus, do you realise what you have done?
You - a responsible officer in the I.R.A. assisted a

Cabinet Minister to desert" end he told me I could consider

myself under srrest for being guilty of such an aect.

181 I remeined in the room until the Executive

Meeting assembled and got ready to commence business. ‘'fhe
first matter the meeting discussed was my unenviable position
in being a party to helping the man out of the country.

ify plea of helping in good faith a Minister of State in
carrying out what I was told was part of his official duties
exonerated me from any wilful error in the matter. This
incident caused me great embarrasment and taught me a

sévere lesson. At the moment my memory can't reecsll if this

man was subsequently reinstated as g ﬁahinet ¥inister.

FOREIGN SERVICE VOLUNTEERS SOUGHT,

/832, An order was made by the Supreme Council taat all
members of the 1,R.B. were to be individually asked to
volunteer for foreign service and 1 approached all members

of the organisation in Co. Louth. 1 explained to eamch man that
the nature of such foreign service might entail action whiech
might uffect some men's consciences and that 1t should be

borne in maind that any man who had any qualms or ccn;cientlous

5 M



Military Archives Cathal Brugha
BKs Rathmines Dublin 6

Ph8046457,

ey

%
F

]

113.

seruples was not expected to volunteer and that nothing less
would be thought of him if he refused. As far as I can
remember 60% of the men volunteered. The names of those who
volunteered'were listed and numbered and the numbers only were
sent on to the Suprgma Couneil. XLots were to be drawn for
men required for such foreign service activities., I
understood at the time that the elimination of scme members
of the British Cabinet and other prominent enemies of our
country living ocutside Ireland were included in the plans
for those foreign service volunteers., The instructions

I received in this matter were personally given to me by
Richard Mulcahy.

uccess0r on e Leinster acutive

183 My period as Head Centre for Louth and
representative on the Leinster Executive of the I.R.B. was

due to expire about the Spring of 1921. In connection with
this matter I would like to point out that after nmy talk with
Cathal Brugha in the‘aprlng of 1919, I made little effort to
push forward the I.R.B. organisation in Co. Louth. During
my various terms of imprisonment in 1919 and 1920, Sean Gormley
of Dundalk deputised for me when meetings of the Leinster
Executive were held. When I was arrested in December, 1920,
and sent to Ballykinlar I felt that he would be my successor,
Mr, Gormley knew my views on matters concernming the I.R.B.
orgamrsation. He was appointed Dy successor as Head Centre
for County Louth and Louth's representative on the Leinster
Executive of the I.R.B. He fairthfully carried out my poliey

of refraining from recruiting new members merely keeping the

crganisation in existence.

>4




Military Archives Cathal Brugha
BKs Rathmines Dublin 6

Ph8046457,

-y

Y

i,

Y

N

hi

[ 8

114,

MILITARY OFERATIONS IN DUNDALK AREA,

(184 The military operations in County Louth were not

a8 numerous as was the case 1n some of the Southern areas.
This was not due to any want of initiative or cowardice
amongst the officers and men in the I.R.A. Many of our
Planned operations for ‘one reason or another did not
materiglise, We were one of the first areas in Ireland to
carry out an extenslve_?aié for arms. We carried out this
operation in eonjunction with the South Armagh Battalion

and about 40 men from D?n&alk tock part., The raid was on
Ballyedmondnﬂasy}a_in County Down which was then occupied

by a serving British Officer -~ Major Nugent - and sijuated on
the shores of Ggrl{ngfa;i Lough within easy distance of Newry
town then gnd now a strong mili?ary post. The people of

the district were Uninplat. This raid was a most creditable
perfoqmance; to get so many men to the vieimity of the
Castle ané get them back without casualties or losses, The
Castle was thordughly searched and some arms found there., The
date of the raid was 11th-12th NMay, 1619. It was an
ambitiocus and dangerous operation to carry out entailang
much preliminary organisation and was a magﬂlfiaent success
&8 far as orgenisation and the manrer the plans were ecarried

out by all concerned.

185 When headquarters recommended attacks on R,I.C.
Barracks we made plans to carry out our instructions but we
were faced with a scarcity of rifles so we declded to attack
three arwed patrols of R.I.C. who generally patrolled the Town
simul taneously and if Successful, obtain the much-~wanted
rifles for use in Barrack attacks. Bad luek dogged us at
eévery move. For one reason or another the disarming of those

Patrols were postponed on at legat two occasions ungd én the

> .
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night on which the operations were carried out, we had the .
misfortune of losing one of our best men - Thomas
Mulbolland - who lost his life in an attack on the Bridge

Street patrol., We then decided to attack two R.I.C.

Barracks, Ballymascanlon and -Blackrock with revolvers and

bombs but on the day prior to that fixed for the attacks
both Barracks were evacuated, T@a same thing occurred in
comnection with plans to attack ﬂ@eath and Louth R,I1.Q.
Barracks. The men engaged for those attacks had to content

themselves with the burning of the empty buildings.

186 I am not competent to ﬂ_Eal with the other
operations which took place in Dundalk srea. My numerous
arrests frustirated many plans which had been made and which

were carried out or attempted in my absence.

Re Relations 'with M1. Collans.

/87 A3l have had occasion to mention g few tiffs I

had with Michseel Collins during the course of this narrative

I do not want to convey the impression that there was

anything but the best of relationship existing between us.,
Apart from my admiration and the respect I always had for

him as my superior officer I considered him as g close
personal friend of mine and Very many personal gestures of his
satisfied me that those feelings were mutual., On the occasion
of my marriage he was Very anxious for me to be wed in the
uniform of a Volunteer Officer and when I told him that I
didn't possess a unifori he insisted on sending me on his own
together with a wedding present by a special messenger to

Dundalk on the day before the wedding but unfortunately the

uniform would not fit me. The anxiety he expressed for my

safety on the last cccasion I was Bpeaklng to him prior +o

the Truce when, on Christmas Eve, 1920, he cautioned me against
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)ﬁ ’ against my leaving the train at Dundalk proved that he had

a keen interest in my personal safety.

N 44 I had occasion to meet him aefter the signing of
the Treaty - and when he was Chairman of the Provisional
Govermment ~ when I conveyed messages from him to the
Headquarters of the Antl—treatyitéa in Suffolk Street, and
I believe that the messages I carried that day led up to
the pact arranged at a subsequent Ard Fheis between
Fresident de Valera and himself. This was the last occasion
on which ; met him and as it was before the split in the
1.R.A. too0k place there was still a hope in my heart tha£
the dreaded division in the Army would be averted. We

parted as the best of friends.

K

/&G Any clashes that M1, Collins and I hed took
Place at meetings of the leinster Executive of the I.R,B.
and were mainly due to our respective temperaments and his -

zeal for perfection.

/90 I have already referred to my attendance as a
spectator at the farst meeting of D4il fireann on the 2lst
January, 1919, which I consider the most important function
I ever attended. The impression made on my mind that day 1s -
80 indelible that I can still hear the voice of the Clerk of
the DAil calling out the names of the elected representatives
and tne answers .for the many representatives who were
priaaners in Bnglish Jails "T4 8é faoi ghlas ag an Gall™ (he
Is under the key of the Enemy). All the elected
representatives at libverty were present except the Irish
Parliamentary Party representatives and the few Unionists!’
representatives who did not attend although summoned, A
notable exception in the attendance of the Sinn Fein

representatives was that of two men - Michsel Collins and

6 m Harry Bolard - who were engaged that day in perfectang
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the arrangements for an escape of Republican prisoners

from Lincoln Prison in England where de Valeraethat day

elected as Fresident of the Irish Republic - was confined.

I understood that Cath§1 Brugha was Chairman of the

Supreme Council of the I.R.B. and as such was in effect

the President of the Republiec. ?he proclamation of 1916
visualised a Fruvra1unai Govermment to carry on the work

of the Republic until the Irish people had an opportunity
to elect a Republican Government. The Frovisional
Govern;ent was 1n reality the Supreme Couneil of the I.R.B.
from 1916 up to January, 1919. The selection of Cathal
Brugha to preside at the first meeting of DAil Eireann to

' my mind at the time indicated that the effectiveness of the

I.R.B. as a secret controlling influence in the

Republican cause should be ended. I was conversant with

the constitution of the I.R.B. and when I realised that

the I.R.B. organisation was being continued after the
setting up of the Government of D4il Bireann and, as I
thought, that the objects of the I.R.B. organisation haa
been achieved, I was surprised that the I.R.B. continued in
existence and 1t was to clarify the inconsistency as it

appeared to me that I approached. Cathal Brugha as I have
already.said.

/9¢ - When the first meeting of D&il Bireamn terminated
on that memorable day I felt pride in the setting up of a
Republican Government Supported by a great majority of the
Irish people ang I resolved to carry out my duties ss an
officer of the army of the Republie no matter what danger
or sacrifices such work entailed, and every action of mine

and every sacrifice I made was bokrne for the benefit of

that Republic to which I heg sworn g2legiance.

SIG




