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endan Vill 1keed .__gpuntx_g]a re.

T was a Conptable in the H.I.C. stafianed at Ardfert,
&cu.nt;r Kerry in April 1916, A't; 8 o't;lnuk on the moraning of
the 21st April, 1916 I_;Ha.a Barrack p'rdar'ly. when a ma.n. remed
O'ﬁisca 1;. arrived at the Barrack door on hnrafehack and mede
a report s‘;:a.ting that his uncle, John McCarthy, had sent _
him to inform the police that he found a boat floating at the
edge of the tide, that there were several articles in the
boat which gave him the impresaion that somebody had landed.
I conveyed the information to ths Sergeant (Bergaa.nt ‘fom Hearna'
who was in his own r,p.ar;ars. Shortly after, Hearne took &
Constable Larkiwith him to the strand at Bannma, I do not
know what ﬂim E& thﬂy raturnad to thu barracks at
Ia‘bout 11 a,m. with a farmer*s horse and car conveying a boat,
In addition t tha Ibuat they found three Mauser pistols and two
packats of ammmitim.l in the original package. | They aleo
found *;'.'wa or ‘Il:hrea smzll sign;nl:ling lamps, a small map showing

-

& sketch nf the coast, and some other maps and papers, 7The

me & accormpary fuve

Sergeant then d:lrautmh'bheﬁ-n towards the coast again by a

different road. Before we left the village the Sergeant sent



-

@ report from the Iocal-Post Office to Tralee. The Sergeant

told me he had infomation that three men were seen coming
from the direction of the place ‘whers the boat landed and it
was quite possible they might be taking shelter or getting

some rafreshments. in mearby houses,

The information about the landing had been spread through

@ mans

the village by Mo1lie Gorman, a local maid at 's in
_ | 3
Rﬂthan&éﬁ, but she did mt come specially to the barracks to

report this.

We called to houses making enguiries and continusd thus

until we came opposite McKerma's Fort. The Sergeant directed

me %o enter the Fort by the eastern side and he remained on

the road smoking., As I entered the ¥ort, a man approached

me from ;:h.a ahrubtbery. He was a tall gentlaman, He looked
| foreign 'hum and not generally the type one meets in the |
sltraet. There was m‘!;hing u.nu.su:a.l about his clpthes._ Ha
wore a baaré ann':l had more or less an griatﬁcraﬁic. appearancs,
I don*t remember that his clothes were wet at that stage,

.He came towards me. ¥ think I '‘said 'mﬁd morning™ or *Good

- -

day"®. I asked "What are you doing hera?" He replied ®Have

= - a—

I not a right to be hers®, I c.nntinued ¥You are a stranger
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here and at the moment we have instructions to look up all

strangers coming into the locality®. He 'appeared to be a

-

little excited, He said; %I am an Englishma.n'*l " "ghere did

- - -

you comeé from?™ I asked, and he answered MMy name tia Richard

Horton and I came from Denham in mcﬁiiﬁghamahira ®, I then

89ked him what was his business to which he rapliad "I am
'; -
an author and I am at p:aaant writing a book m}l Saint

Brendan and I expect I will be able to collect some statistics -'
in the locality®™. There were a couple of other incidents.

He was carrying a sword-stick which he was drawing in and

out and turning his head over his Bl_muldar, waich gave me the
1mpr;aaaiun that the other two were about. I was c¢arrying
cmmulgp folu ’m‘::t M% . mw;i mﬂﬁ %o und Af;;mw.i
ﬂ.?{n/f gava ergta
that if he was going to draw :the sword I was going to fire
the rifle. He gave me the impression that there was someone
alss with him. Sergeant Hearne then came on the scene and
he also put a few juﬂstinna to 8ir Hoger (We wers not aware
of hit; idanti-ty at the time), He gave the Sergeant the sama
information as hﬂ had given to me, ihe Bargaanf said; "I &“111
not satisfied; would you mind accompanying us to the police
station?™ He said "I bave no objection®. So we came on to

the public road which was about 75 yards south of the Fort.
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Arriving at'thQ public road we found a boy named Collins with
; pony and trap. _i took Casement intn the Trap ;nd sat
Ibesida him, f;a Sarguané remained behind on the qut, and .
we dra?g to Gwnzfﬁlﬂ farmhouse for the purpose of having
Mary Gurman_ideﬁtiry this man as one of those ghe had seen
in the morning, or otherwise, (It was the Sergeant had thiQ
infnrmation.} I took this actinn.on‘tha S?rgaant’ﬂ ;nstructiur
a;_hﬂ was not satisfied in the matte?. Casement enterad
the yard of the famhouse and when ¥ pointed him out to Mary
she identified him aa one of the three men she had seen
earlier. It was when ﬁh:y was m;lking cows between 3 and
4 o*clock in the-mnrning that she had observed three men
coming from the direction of the sea. he &rgaa.nt. had
told ms he had'ﬁhi; information alraadyf%%? ha-had been out
8ll the morning. The raﬁur; CAma in.gc me in the morning.
After this incident we returned in the trap to where the
;argeant wa; aralting us, It was then close on 12 otclock,
ISﬁT Roger then ;aid he would walk the rest of the wayrtu-ﬂggﬁ
Jf}“ﬁ%&éﬁhieh w:at? about .a mile off, h_ama the three of us (Sir
Boger, the Sergeant and myéalf) walked on and a group of .

young fellows collacted., Collins, the young fellow who

had driven the pony and trap, was following up ﬁﬁhind on the
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éaur:.:my_ha-.;k to Ardfert and he uhuvlad & paper into my
hand. Haﬁ;ng 1;okad at it, Y showed it to the Sergeant.
Collins a'aid he saw the piece of paper being dropped behind
by Casement Ii-:.ﬂr&upon ]:I-.B. picked it up. This scrap of paper

contained part of a code and it was later produced at the

trial,

When we reached the Barracks some of the police officials
were out from Tralee, Brittain, the local D.I., came to the

Barracks thean or very soon afterwards,

Soms time after the D.I. arrived a pnltch tranasport
¢car ocamd along and Casement was conveyed in this car to
?ralee accompanied by the driver of the car and Conatable
Finnerty, as far as I know., The time would then be around
1l otclock. Casement was kept in the Day Room in Trales
Barracka. On his arriv'aih tl}}:é’;ﬂarrack servant got him a cup
of tea, The other men who had been with Casement (Monteith

and Bailey) were still in the locality and the rest of my

time was sapent in searching for them,

thile in Ardfert Casement had seen no one except D.I.

. dc
Brittainm. Baetwoan %—and 11:,%'{:10':]; the Bergeant had asent
ph Al :
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a message to Tralee atout the boat that was discovered and a
little later the D.,XI. arrived from Fralee. It was some time

aftor this that the police fransport car already mentioned

arrived,

The inaﬁmtiona we got were to raq@aat ﬁf‘“ peoplea
living along the coast to inform us if they saw amny
iﬁdi;oationu of a hoati;la landing. They always repur'l;ad
anything unusual they saw and thia ix_mtructinn wag in L

existence from the outbreak of the War.

Sergeant Crowley, who was in Ballyheigue, told me that
Austin Stack and Con Collins rassed through the villags in

& motor some time between 12 and 1 otclock on the day of

- Cgsement's arrest. <Thay wers going in the direction of

mea.- f ves M Likan foms f“‘% u&z‘k@ &-r:.- Aﬁ#f
ﬂ%& v e',m,'bwduc ot of Lhacs jm 4
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