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| I joined tﬁe Eﬂ.nrixﬂ)ri‘dge Circle of the
' Irish Republican Brotherhood in 4pril 1905. I was
': BWOrn iﬁ by Thomas Eilkelly who was Centre.
iu Meetings were held i*egullﬂrly every three weeks;

occasionally weekly meetings were held.

The
principal matters discussed at the meetings were,

: land Qivision, methods: to be adopted to compel

|

. landlords to sell holdings to the tenant farmers,
|

 whieh included catile driwing, bresking walls and
)

., the firing into the houses: of landlords and their

|
! aupporters. Also at the meetings the suitability

, Of persons proposed for membership was thoroughly
exanined.

's
!
i
'
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'I The strange thing asbout it wae that
i ;

immedlately after joining the organisation, membere

were quesitioned by the police about agrarian incidents,
|

Ialthough never gueationed before. In fact, the

] )
police never questioned anyone except members of the

TI.R. B, The clder members of the I,R.B. were in the

!
qrganis&tion solely for the purpose of obtaining

land end had no national outlook. There were only

three exceptions, Michael Murphy, Kileely;

1
|

1 .
Patrick ¢laaby., Killeeneen, and John Newsll, Csherdine,
| ,

it In 1906 I moved t0 Creggamne, Crsughwell, and
was transferred to the Craughwell Circle of the I.R.B.,
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of which Tom Kenny was Centre, Agrarian trouble

was very acute in Creaughwell parish at the time.

l

|

|

l There was an old dlspute over the farm of Monatique

! owned by Hr. Martin McDonagh of Galway, and also

I! over the farm of Mre. Eyan of Craughwell. The

1. I.R.B. tock an active part in the driirinlg of eattle,

1‘: especially in the case of Mrs, Ryan, who was
supported by the United Irieh League, (U.I.L.).

l This dispute led to the fatal shooting of’

i\ Gonstable McGoldrick in January 1909. ™o I.R.B.

! men, Michael Dermody and Thomas: Hynes, were

:' errested and charged with the murder of Constable

| MeGoldrick, They were detainsd for nine months in

il Galway Jail and tried at the iAsesises in Eimerick.

1 _ .

|I The jury disagreed. They were brought to Dublin
\ énd triled again.

i

They were acguitted on the

| capital charge, but kept in custody on other counts.
! They were released undonditionally about eight

1

They were defended by A.H. Sulliven, K.C.

and H, McDermott, B.I.

The principel witness for the.
|

'lprouécutid'n was: Barney Naughton, a Connemara man, who
ewore that he was on Templemariin bridge at the time
|

of the shooting, which was sbout 8.30 sm.,, and

?.dantifiad both of the accused. Both of the accused

were, in fact, innocent.

-

1
|
: .In 1912 following a shooting ineident which
! .

took place in Purey's yard, Lecarpow, when shots were

}/ fired at U.I.L. delégates returning from a meeting in
b |

ILoughrea. This was a national issue between the
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U.I.L eand Sinn FPéin, The President of the local branch

of the U,I.I. was. Martin Hallinan. Four others and

I were arrested and charged with the shooting. We were

brought to Galway Jail and later transferred to

Mountjoy Prison, Dublin, where we were dat;.tine for five

weeks waiting trial. We were tried in Green Street

and scguitted, When I returned to my uncle with whom

I. had been living, he refused to allow me in. I then

went back fto my mother's hoame in Killeensen.
Mocat of those I knew in the I,R. B, in Craughwell
from 1905-1916, aided the R,I.C. in Craughwell during

Baster Week, 1916.

Shortly after the Volunteers were founded in

\mblin a meeting was held at Clarinbridgs for the

‘gm-p-_:ase of starting a Company of Volunteers in that area.

'Eietr*. Patrick Jordan, a veteran of the I, R, B, and Land

ﬁLeag‘ue, rresided.
1

Mr. George Nicholls and Pat Lambert

’iadﬂress&d the meeting, after which a Iarge number of

men joined the Volunteers.

4 few nights afterwards

[}
2 neeting of the Company was held, sbout .one hundred

'rl'?'seing present,

|
1
5

I
!

tb be able to carry on ourselves,

were called up.

Bamon Corbett was elscted Captain.

We were itrained by reservists of the British

3-irm:ff until the PFirst World Var started when they

By that time we had learned enough

A blg parade of

| .
the Volunteers was held in Athenry on the 20th June,

I
1914..

Following th:i."s: Parade an Executive Committee

fp}r- the control of the Volunteers in Galway was formed.

This Camittee continued in office until the split.
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At the split our Company, of which & large number
were I.R.B. men, remained loyal to McNeill..
The Compeny was very sctive and on several oceasions

Bupplied organisers to other districis. Some members

|
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]l of the Company assisted at the darilling and training
| of other Companies. Parades: were held twice a week.
|
l\
!
|
1
|
‘.

Practicelly all our meh were farmers' sons, who,
hawing worked ten to twelve hours, turned up

regularly for three hours' drill, We also had

inter-Company masnoeuvres at night and inter-Battalion
manoeuvres: at week-ends,

|

Late spring or esrly summer 1915, Liem Mellows

came as Chief Organiser for Galway. Shortly after

-| his arrival Gelway was organised into & Brigade of
|

| four Battallions. ‘The Battallions were, Galway,

]!Atheni-.?, loughrea and Gort. Larry Lardiner was

| eppointed Brigade O/C. I was'Brigade Chief of Seouts,

Lmioh appointment I held up to and during the Rising.
I ks - 0
(I also maintained my connection with the (larinbridge

lﬁmqpang. Bemon Corbett was appointed 0/0. Athenry
I
Battaiion. ° -

- During the summer of 1915, Mellows: came to
erinbridge and inspected the Campany. I enrolled
doe Howley, Orammore (who was later murdered by

S -

T . .
Black & Tans, near Broadstone Station, Dublin), in
ol S
the: I.R, B,

[
Jio

A Tew nights after Mellows' wisit,
| e Howley and I attended a lecture delivered by

liellows: in Athenry Town Hall. on militery tactics.
; : :
" :
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Howley was greatly impressed by Mellows. After the
lecture, Mellows, Howley and I arremged %o hold

manceuvres on the following Sunday week between

|

|

ln Glarinbridge, Maree, Orammore and Derryconnell

| -

i Companies, fn attempt was made by lir. Thomas Kenny,
'.i Chairmen of the County Galway Boerd of the G,A.A., 1o

upget our plans, by arranging a liat of fixtures: to be

i

'i Played at Oranmore on the sgme day. when I asked him
|

1

to cancel or postpone the fixtures: he refused saying,
you are killing the best movement we ever had ~ the

G.AA ",  However, the mancewTes were a great success

and the mmtehes fell through.

A8 g result I wae
suspended from the G.A.A. by Kenny.,

| .
Liam Mellows was arrested in July, 1915, and
"l sentenced to three months' imprisonment.
I

I

A contingent
' of Volunteers from Galway, sume carrying rifles and

I
| others: with pikes, marched in the O'Donovan Rogsa
|

;funar'a_ in Dublin under Commandant Tarry Lerdiner.
1 i .

. Thile Kellows was in jaill, Fr, Feeney was

sppointed 0. C., Clarinbridge.

He created a new spirit
|

?.n the Volunteers and took an active part in organising

?m Volunteers gll over the country. He received

‘great assistence from Fr. 0'Meehan, ¢. C. , Kinvara,
|
r

T Tom Burke, Dlocesan §ecretary, and Fr, Qonnolly,
Profesmr, Diocesen Collége, lelinaalne.

i .

E In Hovember, 1915, a review of the Volunteers
mlm held at Athemry at which O'Rehilly took the salute,

Hfter the review a meeting wasd Held at which 0'Rehilly,
I
Fr, O'Loney (Carmelite, ILioughrea), Fr. Connolly, The
Gollége, Bellinasloe, and Fr. Meehan were the prinedpal
I
] .
|
|
]

-
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Bpeagkers, Othere on the platform were,

Fr. Tom Burké, Fr. Toal, §ligo, Fr, Clarke, Craughwell, ~

!

|

| _ . . : .

I Pr. Gewley, P.P.; Shanaglish, Fr. Kelly, Galway,

l| Fr. Horan, P,P., Cleregalway and Fr. Feeney,

: When Mellowi stood up to speek he recéived a great
‘ ovation, and the Volunteers fired wvolleys in the a.li:-
; with delight. Everything went very well -after .that.
1 On 8t. Fatrick's Day, 1916, ebout one thousand

|
i
|
!
i
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- Volunteers marched in the procession in Galway City.

Dick Murphy who was County Centre of the I,R.B.
for years before the Rising, told 'me that a few

months before the Rising P.H, Pearse wisited Athenry

and had a conference with Larry Zardiner, Brigade 0/C., .

and himself (Dick Murphy).  In the course of the -

corversation Pearse t0ld them that a rising had been
decided upon. But he did not mention a date for it.

Pearse asked Iardiner if he could hold & line on the

Piver Suck nea Ballinasloe. Iardiner sald he oould.

|
'a
1| Murphy “then sald they could not hold & position on the
1 Suek for eny length of time owing to the poor ‘

\ »_aquipnent and grmgnent tﬁe:,r hed, and that the only

'! chance they had was to attack the locsl R, TI.C.
LBFarracks‘. Murphy also told me that Pearse seemed

| very &isappointed, and thet both Ierdiner and he
[

| assured Pearse they would be in the fight whenever it
|t00k plate, and do the beat they cou.'.l.d.

‘the Rising that Murphy told me this.

|

i During Holy Week, crders were issued to the

It was after

Company for a Church Parade on Baster Sunday morning,
alima and rations to bé carried.” Also during Holy WGeek,

|
|
|
|
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contradictory instructions were received in Gelway
and created considereble confusion among the Jlesders.
I did not see any of these instructions.

Liem Mellows arrived at Killeeneen on Holy

Saturday night. Alsc on Holy Saturday night

a meeting wam held at George Wichol's: house,

Universify Road, Galway. Thosse présent wers,

George Nichols, Larry Lardiner, famon Corbett,
. Nicholas Kyne, Tom Ruane, Miche&l ¢ Droighneéin,

John Hosty and myself, After diséussing the position

it was deeided that John Hosty should go to Dublin
inmediately to see Poarse, McDermot®, Clarke or sny of
the: Jeaders he could get in touch with and find out

| the true position and send back the information.

Hosty went to Dublin that night.

Chutch with the Pest of the Compaiiy. Fr. Feaeney

We had breakfast in the Church
grounds: and had almeost finished it when the

l

! On Easter Sundeay I went to Mass at Roveagh
|

|

!

|

¢elebrated the Mass.

Countermanding Order arrived. The Company then

disbanded. I returned to Walsh's héuse, Eilleeneen,

where Nellows was: staying and remained there that
a'lrenin'g. '

rushed into Walsh's with the news that Dublin was ocut

eince 12 noor. The local Company was mobilised.

Mellows sent me and Joe Fleming to instruct several

| Companieés to mobilise immediately in their own areas
! ! .
land to get in touch with him immediately -they had dons go..
|

|

|

|

|

| _ .

i A% about 2 P« on Easter lionday, Fr. Feeney
i

L

|

:
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|
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1 I mobilised Heree, Oranmore, Claregalway and Castlegar
|

\ Companies. I was tinsble t0 get in touch with anyons
\ in Galway City. I called to Pfdraig Thornton,
I

1

]

|

1

i

|

l\

|

|

Ceplain of the Moycullen Company, He promisged to

mobilise his Qotpany, but failed to d 80; he also

falled to send word to Miche#l § Droighnedin,
Ceptain of the Spiddal Company, as he promised to do.

I returned to Clarinbridge with Joe Fleming at

about £ s.m. on Tuesday. I met Mellows and the

Clerinbridge Company proceeding slong the road in the
I
|

direction of Oranmore. Mellows instructed me to go

back: and bring the Castlegar and Claregalway Companies

to Orammore and meet him there.

! “When I arrdived back
|

| at Oranmore with the two Companies, we fuunﬂ. the

|
1 British holding the briage.

e were infnmed that
| Hellows and the main body had gone 40 the Agrleul tural
|

||Ste:l:.:b:m,,. Athenry. We refurned to Cernmoré Villgge at

'|ahaut & p.m. on Tuesdsgy and having placed sentriss,
1‘billatad for the night,

| .

1
|

; At @bout 4 a.m. on {ednesday sbout eight cers with
I

balica and special Constables: wers observed approaching

il‘.'rom the direction of Baﬂ.wa.;r. The Volunteers openad

fire on them and they returned the fire. The cars
|

advenced to the Carmmore crose: roads; they halted s short

distance from where a small mumber of Volunteers were.

T’%m police called on the Volunteers. to surrender.

The Volunteers again opened fire, killing one policeman
éa}lld wounding a few others., The police got into the
ears and retreated in the diréction of Orammore.

!
[
0



*\

LH

9.

I was not present at this engagement; it was the sound

of the shooting that awakened ne, Dmmediately after this

fight the two Companies proceeded across country to the
Agricul turgl Station, Athenry.

Joon after our arrival there a Council of War was held
at wnich the following were present

:= Fr. Feeney,
Liam Mellows, Bemon gorbett, Larry Lardiner, Maitty Niland,

Tom Eusne, Dick Htu;'phy

|
i
II_
I
|
]
|
|
i
i
|
|
I
|
l
|
|
1
|
I
|
' At the meeting Tom Ruane

I -

| suggested that we showld break up into mmall columns and
1 - " .
1

' fight the police as we would meet them., The meeting was
! It was decided to move to

unanimously against doing so.
gmquda Castle. _Mellows insiructed me and Willie Newell of

ICastlegar Company to go to Moyeullen and bring the Moycullen
1

!icmmany to Moyode as. they were supposed to have forty

!
shotguns which would be of great use. When leaving the
|

agricultural Station in Athernry, Mellows said to me he
'e!grorulﬁ. never yield till the last hope was gone, as likely
lféelp- would soon come, and Limerick and Clare would

m%:-h.iliﬂe at the end of the week
|

I

s Which they did not.

i Wiilie Newell and I went to Moycullen but we couwld
|
ndlt find Thornton - he nad disappesared. On the way

o

bdck %o Moyods I met Fr. Horan, P,P,, (laregalway,
|

ﬂtll Carmmore, He gave me two long Yebley J.*efolvers'.
I }aent them on %o kioyode. dhen I got as far ags
i+

| .
Bushfield gbhout seven miles: from Hoyode, I discovered-
|

thdt a Iarge mmber of false reporis were being sent: out

to WMellowa at Hoyode, I sel up an ocutpost there

conslsting of Thomas Furey, Roger Purey, Pat Flanagan
andam“vself. e had two shotguns and a revolver

”ﬂatvilraan us, ten or twelve shotgun cartridges agnd six

{
rﬂurf;dﬂ“ of revolver gmmunition, I sent word to Mellows

|
giving him the correct details as to the mumber of
[

1
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British troops in Galway City ard informing him that
there was: no danger at all from this side, and

asking him for further ingtructions. Mellows sent

back word to remein where I was, and if any British
troops should arrive, to comminicate with hiin

immediastely and to barrdcade the roads so as: to delay
their advanca.

We remained at Buahfield all Priday, and late

that evening we got word that the Volunteers wera

likely to move that night. Not having receilved any

information from Moyode, we decided at 3 a,m, on

Saturday to go there. We had gone sbout one mile

when we met some Voluniedrs who told us that they had

bteen disbanded., T :I.ng:trunted the few men I had with
me to go home glmo.

On Junday I went “on the run", and in ﬁngust,
1916, I escaped to America with Bamon Corbett, -

-y
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