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ORIGINAL IEeWE s

I Joined the Athenry Circle of the Ir:l.ah

Republican Brotherhood in 1908. I was mz:n in

by Dick Murphy who was the Centre. ﬂmetimia later

i I_
& Qlrcle was sterted at Castlegar and I was ,

|
transferzed to it. Michael Mulroyan was elected

’ 1
Centre of the Castlegar Circle, There werelebout

thirty members in the Gircle. Heétings were held
.regularly every fortnight anfl somesimes oftm;.ar.
Y¥embers: mhmfibad twopence per week for the :
purchase of arme and to dsti-ay branch e:q:enal&{s;
The principal matters discussed at the maetin;ga
were, the recruiting of new members and land division.
) |
At this time there was a great desl of égitatian
for the ﬂj:wiaion of land, The I.R.B. took arfl
leading part in the agitation and ﬂf&rriud. out i
numerous: cattle drives, also the breakiamg down of
walls on the farms of landlords and land-grabbers,

whose houses were also fired into. .Il

. |

About this time there was great agita.timi
over the farm of Mr. Martin Cullinan at K:I.ltulla,

which ha.d been grabbed by Mr. Martin Conroy who lived

at Ballintemple. In 1910 Conroy's house was fired

into at about 9 o'clock at night and Hr, cnnray":waa
wounded in the hedd. . The day after the shootihg

I was arrested by the R.I.C. and brought to Galway

Jail and charged with the attempted murder of m. Conroy.

|
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I was remended 1n oustody to the Spring Assises and

|

|

1

|

\

'l after three months was: tried befofe Judgé Doyle and

! & jury, and acqguitted. i

\. 1

l Following the shooting of Constable ﬁceuldariak
l‘ at m'p.'ﬁ.ghwall, 1 was charged with the ofrsizjue of

shoating up Craughwell which I d@id not do, | I was
\ put under bail of £100 to be of good .baha-,vin%:ui- for
\ twelve months. I was constently harassed 't!ny the

police and was advised by the I,R.,B. to 135"".‘5 the

distriet for a while. Thies was 1911, so I ?rent 0
\ Dunboyne, Co. Hesth.

- 1

i
| ) I Jjoined the Dunboyne Company of the 1.
| Voluntéers when it was formed early in 914, 1

Seén Boylan was: the Company Ceptein. At the end
Shortly before.
Christmes 1915 I met Brian Molléy who was Epp'L_a.tn
of' the Castlegar Company of the Volunteers, ]He

|

l

!

|

Ll 6f 1914 I went to Mullingar. "

|

|

E

1 :
| | told me'that things were moving very repidly and
'i

}

l

‘.

that he wanted me hame to mske pike heads, :I1 came
" home immediately and was attached to the u'a;stl‘"_egax-
amip;ny of the Frish Volunteers, I was 'é,ppnirfltaﬂ
Company Intelligence Officer. There were a‘hm!:t
\ goventy men in the Cofipany. I made pike heads
after normal working hours in my father's forge at
Brierhill, As I was still being closely watah%d

by the police, we put out sentries on all cloaas?ions

to warn us of the spproach of the polics. I !I'-I:IE.'I.'IiB

betwean fifty and sixty plke heads altogether. ;

| '.

| L

1 | On Holy Thursday night, 1916, Brian Molloy,

|Tom Ruane and I met George Nichols by appointment at
1
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IL
Nichols was tralﬁglling
o6n the irain from Dublin whicéh arrived at Drtamare

at 12 midnight.

Orammore railway station.

Fichols told us that the Rising was
to start at 7 o'eclock on Easter Sunday avenizlag, and

to convey that message immediately to !
rjl. the run"
at Cashla, Athenmry. We went straight to Jashla,

|
walking =11~ the way, a distance of gbout six Irish

miless.

Capfain Alf Monshan, who at that time was "o

We gave Monahan the measage; he didl'nut seem
one bit sirprised. He then gave us our m&*uat:tona.
He told us that the Castleger and Glaregalway

Emmmiaa were %0 join sogether and attack and capture

the police hut at ILydecan, which was oceupled by
about five policemens _
|
- Having ceptured the hut end taken all az-llipe,
equipment, eic., we were to burn the hut, tﬂke;the
police pri_suner:a and march 10 Loughgeorge, attéck and
capture the police Barracks thére which was

I
garrisoned by ebout nine policemen.

1
We were then to

l
proceed to Kileon and egpture the police Barracks there,

| which was also garrisoned by about nine men.

Hewing
ll made prisoners of the police in each Barracks wﬁa were
\ t0 handcurf them together, and march them at the head
'1l of the Volunteers into Galway City where we would

| 14nk up with unlts from other. areas and receive further
| instructions, |

On Good Friday night Captain Brian Molloy la:av'a

P
o ——

instructions for the Company to parade at £ p.m, 'on

Easter Sunday, bring all arma and equipment and two days'
rations,

——

-He also advised us to go to confession and

i
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to offer up Holy Canmmunion on Easter Sundsy ;fcr the
freedom of Ireland. - |
| .

On Holy Safurday morning I waes making :pil:e heads;
in my forge at Brierhill. I was finishing 'the last
batch at about 12.30 when Fr. Feensy arriwaa:. |
He gave us similar instructions &s had been i'givan to us
by George Nichols.: He also said that thare! WEBE &
posgibility of arms being landed on the Gmméamara eoast,

While Fr. Feeney was in the forge & Sergéant and two

"R.I.C. men came elong. When they saw the ;q:-iest in

the forge they did not come in but called ne to go out
to them, I sald, "anything you have to say to me,
say 1t here", The Sergeant said, "I have information
that you are making pike heads and ir'warn :mp that 1
I c¢atch you, you will be charg&d ahder the ]:}iefema of
the Reelm Act. They then :ﬁps:artad. and alm&:st
imediately Hiche#l & Droighean of Spiddal came along
and asked me for somé plke heads. "I at firlat refused
as I wanted them for my own Company. Fr. Feeney
requested me to give them; I then gave 'him”?bﬁut two

dozan.

H
1
1

. I went to confeasion end received Hulrg GCommnion
on Easter Sunday and offered it up for the fréedom of
Ireland, 'The Company mobilised as 1natruut!ad and
marched to Garmiore oross roads, where we 1inked up
with the (laregalway Company at about & p.m.é

ﬁt'im Molloy was: in charge of the Castleger Omnpanr and
Richolas Kyne was in charge of the Claregalway Company.
The Castleger Company wes. about aixty a.trnng?, between
twenty end twenty-five were armed with shotguns, the
remainder had the plkes I made., Wa were instructed to



'stand-to' for further orders. After a Bhort time
we were told that operationa were cancelled.. We

marched back to Castlegar; the Claregalway f.‘.'.unpa.rur

went to its own area. e were told to hnldi:nurmelvea
in readiness for an immediate mobilisation. ' As there
was & wake Iin Castleger practically the wholé Qomp any
went to it. |
|

On Baster Monday morning we colliected x!:cme shotguns
from farmérs in the district, At about & a.im. on
Tuesday, Pat Qalanan (the hare) and Joe E‘:I.emin'g arrived
with instructlons from Commandent Mellows that the
Rising was on and to mobilise the Company aml to pmceed
to Oranmore where we were ito join forces w:Lth the
Oranmore, Clarinbridge and Maree Gompmie.;a.- r
Brian Molloy went with Pat Calanen to mu‘bilif;se the
Moyeullen Gnﬁmw and of his return at aboutjﬁ- Pell. OND
Tuesday we marched to the Carnmore cross rcacis where we
et the Glaregalway Gompany. We contimied in the
direction of Grmmr&, but on tHe way we wara informed

we/
that the Companies: were to link up with there had gome to

‘Athenry, - Captain Molloy sent Lieutenant Tuen; Hewell

&nd a Volunteer from Claregalway Company to |

i
Commendsnt Mellows at Athenry for‘inatruatiaqs. Both
Companies marched back to Cerrmore where the '

. @llaregelway Company billeted in farm houses and barms.

I
The Castlegar Compeny billeted in Iiltulla,gh, sentries

were ‘placed on"all roads. |

At about 3 a.m. on Wednesday, Captain Brian Molloy
instrudted me to go to Kiltullagh and bring the Castlegar
Company t0 Cernmore. The Gastlegar Company proteeded in

- " £ -
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the direction of Carmmore cross roads. Just as we

reached the cross roads a dispatch was redeived from

gommandant Mellows instructing Csptain Mélloy to
proceed with both Companies to tie Earwd,'i Athemry,
and to commandeer food and transport, The ;amnw was
helted and Gaptain Molloy was giving instrue!tiona as to
where horses, etea, were to be got, It was: ![them about

§ a«m. on Wednesday. I notlced a girl on a‘ nill at
Kiltullagh waving a white apron, spparently :111 order to
attract our attentlon. She was Miss Sheila (Bina) King.
I locked to see what was wrong and saw a mm'zber of motor
¢ers ebout half a mile sway eoming in our direotlon from
Galway Oity. We at first thought it was the Galway
Glty Volunteers coming to join with us. Captain Molloy
ordered us to take cover behind the waila.‘;i Just as we
had taken mover;, fire was opened on us. :ehP ‘cars
proceeded. to about one hundred yerds from our position
and then halted. The enemy advanced on £00% on our |
position, firing all the time, Captain m:!my ordered
ua to open fire which we &id, 'hrn.t‘.tha enemy fire was

0 intense and the bulllets striking the top é:f the

‘walls, we were compelled to 'kaap down, and m[a were only

eble to take an cocasional shot. The anamr[ advanced
up to the cross roais and Constable Whelan was pushed by
Ddstrict Inspector Herd up to the wall wh:l.ahim about
four feet high, the District Inspector ata:n&fing behind
Whelan and holding him by the collsr of his tunic.
|

Consteble Whelan shouted, "surrender, I:Lars,_
I know'ye allY. * Whelan was shoi dead and the District
Inspector fali- alsd .an&. lay motionless on the ground.
fhe enemy then made an attempt to outflank our position
but were: beaten back, The enemy then retreated and
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e

contimed to fire until well out of range n;rf our
shotguns, They got back 1nto the cars andswant in
the direction of Qrammore, We hed about B:i.xbr men
at the ocrose roads, about thirty of thanha? shotguns
end the remainder had pikes. I believe thé enemy had
thirfeen c ars with five or six men in each car.
We suffered no casualtles. fThe enemy had one killed
gnd I believe five or six wounded. The Gunmmy then
fell in and merched across country tu'fh&‘ﬁ%rma'ard',
Athenry, B

As: we arpived near' the Farmyard. batwajénx 10 and
11 a.m. we had to take cover asz the R.I.C 1:mre- firing
on ths Farmyard from the railway bridge.~ fhis attack
was beaten off and we contimed into the Parmyard,
At gbout 4 ol'a':lmi: thet evening (mdnaadnj)li the
Brigade under Commandant Mellows marched w* road to

iloyode Gastle where we billeted until Priday evening.
@entries were placed at various points. z
Gommandent Mellows hed the genersl elarm sounded often
80 ag to kesep us on the alert. At asbout 2 “!:‘a-louk on
Friday morning the alarm sounded and the lhal::ie
@Gerrison asgsgembled in the yard. Commandant Mellows
instructed each Company to fstpnﬂ-to‘attentiion on its
owm. Fr. Feansy told us to remove our capfa and to
say an Act of Contrition; he then gave us: uan:aral
absolution. Varilous rwours were cantimai‘ly
floating round "the cemnp. One :'umour was tti:u the effect
that strong Briftlsh forces were advancing 0*.7:. our

position from Ioughrea and Gelway Clty.

|
At about 3 or 4 o'elock on Friday evening we
merched to Iime Park, tPavelling along the bye-roads.
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It was near midnight when we reached Lime !'a?k.
1 went to have a sleep as I had wery little il'aat
during the previocus. week.  Sometime later I was
ewakensed by Jim Feeney (brother of Pr. Puanéﬁf} who
told me we were to disband. I went "oR thailrun:"
with Brien Nolloy. We stayed with fiiends in various
parts of Gelway, but &t the end of a week mgme
captured. © I was brought to Galway Jail and| later
tranaferred to Riahmond Barrmaz, Dablin, .ﬁ.ftar a
few days I was sent to Wmﬂsumth Prison. Eaving
spent some time there I was sent to mking_ niétentian
Barracks, Surrey. Later we were semnt Iy m:‘::z.tn 'fsn
Frongoah, - ) ',

!
“ | B

On the wey to Frongoeh, the trninonwii:lc

were travelling was held up at, I think, Hnt'llringhm
Station for ebout one and a half hours while :Etraap
irains were passing through. We were assembled on
the statlon platform under a very strong eaudrx't of
eoldiers with rifles and fixed bayonets. m[ were
surrounded by a very hostile crowd of both tn’efn and
women, who jeered us, called us: nasty names; t they
also spat at us. One of the soldiers a:mpﬁafd his
rifle to the trail gosition and atruek three of the
hostile crowd, ﬁoul:ing them cut. Ee then aihm;.ted,
"lm Carraroe, Up Connemsra”, He was Jchn mé:ana,
& native of Garrarce. I ﬂeard' afterwards that he was

tried for this assault and sentenzed to two m’
1

imprisomment, btut instead was sent with a-dreft to the
Dardenelles. Ee was: not heard of again, !

I was sent to Wormwood Scrubbas Prison and
appeared vefore the Sankey Caimission, I was asked if
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I was at the Carnmore cross roads when Gonstable
Whelan was killed., I sald, "I was', “The seme
man said, “esmoke was seen comi‘ilg Frdm your Tifle
there', i said, "no, I had not got & riﬂai it
was a shotgun I had", I wam returned to Frongoch

- gnd was releaséd on Christmas BEve, 1916,

|
I
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