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1, I was present at Wynnt*s Hotel at the fqunﬁatfon meatiﬁg -

|

nf ﬂu&ann;na mBan in the eérly part of 1914, I think mMrs,

Wyse-Power with a group of women had already neld small
ﬁLa;iEinary meetings to discuss the proposal made by Boin
lcNeill at the Rotunda in November 1913,that the women should
form an organisation to co-operate with the Volunteera, as

the Ulster Women's Council was organised to help the Ulster
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Volunteers,

’ |
2, There were not more than a dozen women present but they
represented all shades of Nationalist opinion. They decided

to|call the organisation The Irish Women's Counecil, in Irish

Cumann na mBan, The Prov%aiénal Cttee, elected was Mrs.

Joun McWeill, Mrs. Wyse Power, Mme. O'Rehilly, Miss Agnes
OtFarrelly, Mra. Tuohy, (Dr. Tuohy's wife), Mrs. McDoragh
O'Mahony, WMiss Gavan Duffy and Mrs. Padraig bolumfkﬁhlly Kaguire)
of thea& Miss G. nuffy and Mrs, P. Colum were elected

Honorary Secretaries,

S At this time the objects of the organisation ware as
set |out by Mrs. Wyse Power in the book called Leabhar na mBan
namely, (1) to advance the cause of Irish Liberty (2) to

organise IFish women in furtherance of thi;_chjact"{ﬁj to

asaist in'arming and equipping & body of Irishmen for the
defence of Ireland and (4) to form a fund for these purposes

to be called 8 Defance 6f‘Ir=1anﬂ fund.

4, |At that first meeting one of the women present, Miss
Agnes O'Farrelly, suggested that we should start maling

- - =




W

i e et

putteas for the Volunteers. I was disgusted, I came

awgy end told my sister~in-~law I was not going thexre again,

Nevertheless , I attended First-aid classes given by the two
Plunkett girls, Fhilomene and Fiona. My impression is that
they wers givﬂn on the ground floor of some house in Nassau st.
Madame OYRahilly used to be With me, My recollsction of
those classes is one of profound melancholy. The gloom of

them was much worse tﬂan the tfagady of the Riasing. I dia

- not like the lectures about how to stop bleeding, We formed

a‘camﬁgie club, of which two of the Foley girls were members;

lplayed_a match on Holy Saturday, 1916 in Serpentine Averiue,
and one of the girld was injured and they had plenty of
bandages to give her first-aid.

5. I used to help Michael at his office work in connection
with the purchasﬁqud diatrihution of guns. We always wuryad
in|his house. A The guns were kepht in our house. Tha:,;' !
mogtly came from Bermingham as did the ammunition and

pullthroughs. Cn one occasion, when a lot of guns arrived

we were to expect men from the country to purchase some of

them, That evening a knock came to the door and I saw four
men and though£ that they were the men from the coﬁntry, 80

Llcomed them, But they were G. men who searched the

Iw
house and took away all the guns they found: Fortunately,

a8 the house - 54, Rorthumberland Road~was very large, they
overlooked one room on the return containing a big proportion
of the guna, This was very fortunate as the ﬂamé room
contained a list of the quartermasters from the country who
wers to collect them. Our problem then was how to remove
these guns. We decided we would form an orchestra, Various

penﬁle, including the Plunketts and ﬁiarmujd-D'Langhaire

came, bringing their ifstrument casep into which we fitted the
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revolverg. They werse got away safely. That was the first

raid we ever had, it was also the first occasion on which]we

had a quantity of arma delivered to the house. Michsael
Staines used to come to Michael's house regularly to arrange
about getting guns, He would Bring thae mdney fa: them, ﬁa
soomad to he 2 very earneat worker. I used to sign some of
the receipts in Michael's name, if hs was extra busy. One
day, he told me as I had been working so well, that he would
give me a treat, He took me one Sunday morning to Howth, and
thn wa were near our destination he said thers were guns
being brought in. The yacht was in the bay and it was a
lovely éight. Eha.?blunteers were all there befors us,
.HiLhael filled the car with ammunit%nn so I came back by bus.
He| succeoaded in bringing it safely into tcﬁp but naturally

not %o his own or to any of the republican houses, He
brought 1% %o the house ﬁf a friend of very different politiecs
&né got it locked into the butler's pantry where he left it
until he found it convenient %o colleck it, %. should mention
that he had brought his children to Howth a few days before
that. It was aftorvardé I reslised that that first visit

was| for the purpose of exélﬂring the possibvilities nf'landing
the| guns without interference from the coastguards. . He made

the|children play hide and seek near the coastguard station and

in that way he got into comnversation with the coastguards.

6. He used %o be always followed by a G. man who waited

quietly'apposite the house whenever he came to ses us,

7 He went to America about 1899 or 1900 and married a
i Framy €

girl from Philadelphia, #nnie Browne, whom he had previously

met in Kilkee, where the family came %o apend a holiday. At

the tims they married she was living in 5th Avenue New York.
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Hichael was a Medical student at the time. During anu}her
holiday at Easter, he went to Paris where tha.Brnwne fahily
were staying. He did not want his parents to know, so he
wrote a number of postecards saying he was wmorking hard and.
he arranged that they would be sent home by a friend of his
while he was away. MWichael andggnnie kept up a correspond -
ence and he went to America to see her, married her and
after 2 nine months honeymoon in Burope got a job in the
family firm. But ha-waa alrays determined to live in -
Iréiand and in spite of her family's objections he brought
his wife and three boys back hume,jintEnding to settle down
near Limerick where we lived. But we had just moved - in

1909 - to Dublin and he took a house hare too.

8. KEichael was very keen on Irish. He had studied
Q'Grovmey's books in America and continued to study Irish
immediately he came back. He built a bungalow in Ventry
wnich was then in %he Gaeltacht and procured an Iyish maid

and nurse for the children. He joined the Gaelic Leagus -
the Clig CGfigl - and he became manager of the Claidheanh snlda
He was alvays interested in efforts to achieve the freedom of
Ireland and was constantly reading the history of the various
fisings. He adopted fully the Sinn Fein poliecy and he and
Griffith were great friends and they worked together for &
couple of years copying the Irish forms of place n=mes
contained in the field hncks-ccmpiled by O*Donovan, which ware

kept in the Ordmance Survey in Phoenix Park.

9. When Griffith started to publish the Sinn Fein daily,
he asked Liam Bulfin and Michael to go to America to collect
funds for it, fhey were about a month or six weeks there,
Liam Bulfin died shortly after his return, Paople thuught
the trip was too much for him, but he had whate*er diseasse

killed him for a long time before that,
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10, Michael became keenly interested in the Voluntears
which he was largely instrumental in founding. His pamphlet,
the “Secret History of the Irish ?blunteers‘givea a good
account of the early yaars'uf the movement and aspecially of
the c;reumstancaa.thaﬁ led up to the apli?. He was Treasursr

from the foundation of the Volunteersz to his death.

11. Some time before the Risinsg I made a remark about
carrying'ouﬁ some task in a fertnighti _ﬁh said in a jocose

tona.ﬁﬁh! waetll all be aither dead or in.fhe Castle in a

: fnrtniéh%*. " Another day, Palm Sunday, hialwifa who always

accpmpaﬁi;d him to our houss on Sundeys was, lying dﬁwn, as she
was expecting a baby in a few weeks, and he came over without
her. He started singing all the national songs - he had a
lovely voice. He sang ®Aghadoe™ and he seamed deeply moved.
Reflecting on these incidents afterwards, I concluded he knew

then that the Rising was coming an.,

12. Michael was very keen on having his uniform correct and
well finished, T heard that when the British soldiers saw
his body lying in‘tha strest with a new pair of. top boots on
him, they said he must have looted them,

13, | Although T have 1nqu1rﬂd from all members of the famlly
not one of them is aware that he left Dublin durlng Huly Week,

He complained of a cold and gy al:tar, ‘rs. Humphreys prepared

a drlnk from gentian root for him, but he never drank it.

Cn Monday when he had gone to the . P+ 0. she went down to

8ee him and her son ek, a boy of 17 who was also thers., She
brought a number of medals of Qur Lady of Eerpatual Succour and

distributed thew among the Volunteers, ghe want again on

« Tuesday, &he was very brave becauae the bullets were flylna

all round, but she always had great courage: Wichael and
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Pearse made ﬁick g0 home with her that day, He spent the
night with 'us-, but early next morning he started out again
after Mass and Commmnion in Haddington Road Church. He had
great difficulty in getting into the G. P. 0. building, because
they had now fortified the place for a siege. He stayed
there the rest of the week and we knew nothing more about
aither of them. When Mrs. Humphreys was in the G. P. 0. on
Tuesday she saw a small company of voluntesrs from, I think

i lkenny ,arriving there, headead by & Jsuan called Kelly,who

&fterwarda became a doctor and want to Yondon.

P

14, A short time after the surrender I went to Michael's
house to take away his wife because we were told the house

was going to be attacked by the separation allowance women,
who had gathered around the place. We all went to Paddy
Gleeson's place in Dundrum, T can not remember how we got in
beceuse there was nobody there. The table was laid and
Paddy's egg was half eaten on the table as if he had left in
the middle of the meal, A day or two after I returned to

40, Herbert Park and found a note on a serap of papsr on the
floor; "Real well and happy ", It might have been from
Eﬁchaal.qcr Dick. The signéﬁure was not c¢lear., Wa afterwards
got a nots from Desmond B;tagara.ld to say that .Dick had baen

arrested with hz.ma elf,

15, - From our house in Northumberland Road e saw avarything
that happaned there during the week's ﬁght:.ng. Ve saw the
Volunteers fortifying No. 25 on Monday, I was oh the strect
ﬂur:_ing the morning when two girls came aloﬁg carrying two
heavy cases, They must have been Cumann na mBan as they
recognised me, but T did not know them. They asked if I knew
where Paddy Doyle was. They told me they had ham and other
food in the cases for him and the other Volunteers, Indee:d,

1 often wondered afterwards how Paddyts dead body was found in

e -
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Iansdowns Road, if he was one of those fighting in No. 25.
X brought the girls over to that house and knocked. The
door was not opened but a reply came through; °I am
Lieutenant Malone®. The girls made themselves known and

ﬁara admitted, i did not see them coming out again.

16, In the afterncon a Company of 3. R's came mgrahing
along tha_a&réat past the house after & route march, The
poor old things were carrying their rifles, but we did not
then know they had no ammunition for them, The Volunteers
held thai# fire until the G, R!s. were in front of 25,
Suddenly a volley rang out, éev&ral of them fell, butl

I only remember one not getting up. Some of them took K
shelter behind tne trees, Then they turned down the
laneway to get to Beggar*s Bush barracks, The garrison

with difficulty got them over the wall with ladders.

17. On Tuesday nothing happened. On Wednesday morning
the soldiers came along, as it seemed to us, in their
thousands, .and again the garrison in 25 held their fire
until they were level with the house. Fire was opensed

on them and they fell like flies, The soldiers were

_ bewildered and began to fire at the houses on our side of

the road, not knowing where the firing was coming from.

A lot of the firing was directed at our house for the
neighbours informed the officers that we were Sinn Fein
sympathisers. The soldiers had no notion where they wera,
they kept asking was this Africa. The fight continued
till about 7 o'clock. The military were unable to make

a direct attack on No. 25 on account of the way the steps

are situated in that house, At last they made a charge

on it and rushed up the steps, but I think by that time

there was no one in the house but the dead body of Malone,
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1g. In the middle of the fighting when the bullets
wer&-flying and the road étrewn with the dead or dyineg, Fr.
Wall of Haddington Road came along on his bicyele, He
was visibly frightened, tut he left his bieycle against a
railing and went from one body %o another administering the
Last Sacraments, He was a grand man.,. When I went %o
him after the surrender, nut.kngwing_ﬂichaalfs'fate, and
asking him to pray for him, he already knew he was dead,
having seen his dead body, He tried to break the nevs
by saying he was afraid he had been killed. T replied;
You dun*t know Michael, whoever was killed, he has egcapad",
I think it wag next dayg I-heard of his Gaath. My sister L
had been told ty Fr. Dominick of Glarendon St. that she
had better order two anfflna that her brother and probably
her son ‘had been killed. I think that was on Thuraday,
She went down to the: Mbrgue and identified M;nhaal and
also Paddy Shortis of Ballybunion., We buried him in
Glasnevin. iy sister, myself and Austin O'Donoghue (now
Justice) were the only people at thﬂ funeral, Later his
bcdy wad mved to the Republican Plot. We got a permit
to take a hearse with the body to the family tomb at
Lislaudnlin Abbay, Ballylnngfnrﬂ but we were urgently
askaﬂ by the Rﬂpuhllcans to leave him in Glasnevin wheare
he was the only one of the leaders buried, all the others
executed were buried in Arbour Hill, Sr. Hitchell, the
Manufacturer of rosary beads came to Hrs—ﬂc*nartiﬂy after
the Riging and told her it was he picked up the body and

brought it to the Mbrgue. He was driving a Red (ross
Ambulance.

19. . Austin 0'Donoghue and his hraunsr Henry wers two
converts that Michael had made to Sinn Fein. Henry was in

the fighting in the Hibernian Bank with two grandsons of
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Daniel O'Comnnell. - Miss Ot*Connell, their aunt was along

with them,cooking for them,and looking after them,

20. Some time later we put an advertisement in the
paper for tidings of his wateh vwhich with any other
valuables he had, had been taken vhile he lay dead in

the laneway off Moore Street, We affered a reward.

We had a reply from a man in Xongford - a school teacher,

I think, telling us that he had seen 2 soldier, he may have
been one of the Scottish Borderers, in a publiec houase,
showing a watch which he said to those present had h&lugged
to O'Rahilly. He said there vas a guld-chain and aign5£
ring attached to it. ﬁa deseribed the crest on the ring,
which was our family crest. We nevaer got any of those

things back,

21, A little girl called Veale aged about 12 or 13 years
to whom I used to teach Irish, was killed during Easter
ﬁbak by a soldier, who aimed at her as she stood at her
window in Haddington Road, looking out through binoculars.
After the fighting was over, I noticed an embulance taking
another &éa§ body from the corner house in Heddington Road.
I think it had been buried in the garden for some days..
AFTER THE RISING.

22. A lot of people who were not in the movement &t

all cama-togathsr to help the dependants of those who ware

executed or imprisonsd. My sister and I gave some roney,

and I was pﬁt on the Committes. Hra. Wyse-Power said the

Cumann na wmBan gave whatever money they had, It continued
for & couple of years. Sceilg was an important men in it.
We used to have visits to the Republican graves in Glasnevin,

I had charge of looking after them,

23. I do not seem to remember anything special about
the war during the subsequent periocd, I know that we were

frequently raided and a lot of our things - jewellery and



.

)

v

-10-

valuables vwere stolan. All the time we had people on the
run, Dick Muleahy was with us often. On Bloody Sunday
he came to us in great anxiety looking for’a safa house
for him for that night, Mrs. Humphries walked with him,
arm in arm to a hay loft belonging to a monastery near
Donnybrook. When we built this house we had one of the
rooms uamnuflagad: after construction by Batt. O'Connor,
prineipally to harbour Cathal Béugha, who was on the run
too. The camouflage had to be added after the house was
built because the military kept watching it during

construction.
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