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( )R Shenkill: View, Bray, Co. Wicklow.

1. One of my ﬂarliaét recollections is the arrest and
execution of the men ailagadlﬁ concernad in the "Phoenix Park
Conspiracy'. I was then six years old end we lived in Killiney

where my father wes Btatlion Master. -

2e At the sge of 13 I wae present at one of the last meetings
held {at Cabinteely)} by Charles Stewart Parnell and saw his

fineral a year later.

Za In 1898 I was a’atewarﬁ at the democnstration. for the

laying of the foundation stone of the lemorial to Wolfe Tone and
was afterwsrds one of the Honorary Auditors. of the Fund. EFrom
1900-1906 I wes Hon. Secretary of the Co. Dublin Board of the
.Gaalic Athletic Association. f

4. In 1908 or 190f I was sworn into the Irish Republican
Brotherhood by Tom Clarke at his shop in Amiens 8% where he lived
In the latter year I married and settled dovn in Bray where, apar

from a year in Dalkey (1508-9)} I have resided ever since.

D During the years 1906-1915 I was in the habit of lunching
at Mrs. Wyse-Power's restaurant at 21 Henmw'st. which was the
fa?nurita rendezvous of Arthur Griﬂiith Major Idhn.McBr1da,
Bean MacDiarmads, Béan T, 0'Cealleigh (the present Uachtaran) and
cccasionally, Tom Clarke. I am honoured that I had the complete
confidence snd friendship of all these great men. I used to
distribute by hand Sean MacDiarmade's paper "Irish Freedom'. At
that time the peopple distributing the news periodicsls were

reluctant to have anything to do with euch papers.

e I wes present at the meeting in the Rotunda CGardens in

November 1913, called to ‘orgenise the Irish Volunteers and formed

.a company in Bray. We began with 10 members amidet a hostile

populace and carried on until July 1914 when, as a result of the

gun-running in Howth, we were swamped by the influx of new
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members moet of whom were associated with the A.O.H. ;f the
break away on the lat Nov. 1914, out of & membershlp of 600

or 700 1 can remember myself and possibly a few more (I cannot
now remember the exact ﬁumhar) who remasined loyasl to the

original Volunteer pledge.

7w A week or t;n.daya befors the Hayth gun-running tock
place on Z26th July 1914,&I wes agked by P.J. Farrell, who was
Centre of the I.R.B. here whether I could get him a moior boat
for a night's fishing. In those dgys & man asked no guestions
and I promised to do my best to g¢gbtain the boat. I succeeded
' oW ey
end the motor boat, owner John Beroden (deceased), Harbour
View, Bray, accompanied the yacht “Asgard", belonging to
Brekine Childers, to Howth. There were al least eight men
concerned and when they reached Bray Harbour at midnight on
Saturday, 25ih July 1914, the tide 4id not serve and they

glept in my home until dawn on that femous Sunday.

8s . .On thie dsy slso the Parish Priest, Rev. Richard
Colohan, celled me et the clurch gate whers I was collécting
for arms. He informed me that Lord Powerscourt was coming to
Bray on the following Tuesday night to addrese: the Volunteers.
I told him that I as Secretary could not allow this, but that
I would see Qol. Maurice Moore, then C~in-C. of the Volunteers,
next day to see whathaf he had any objection to this courss.
Col. Moore agreed, provided that Lord Powerscourt made no ”

reference to any controversisl matters. Lord Powerscourt

kept his word.

1= Prior to the gun-running at Kilcoole on let August 1914,
Sean MacDiarmada asked me to make a rnugh;sﬁatnh of the rocad
from Kilcoole fo Dublin. I did this to the best of my ability
end asked whether I could@ help in this job. I was told that
as I lived in Brey it was best that I should remain about the

t ﬂ;ﬁnt
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10. In Sept. 1914, while I was on holidgys 4t Rathdrum,
. ) : _ ﬁE&:E: ;z IS esopiin)
got a message that Lord Powersgourt was $ e
= e Qg ; L SR wtral_ s 27 2 eorna [§
I objected to his appeal) telling him that

no recruits would go from Bray if I could sﬁnp.tham; I
understood he asked the Sergeant R,I.C. for my name. When I
returned to duty in the Congested Districts Board I was
informed that I had been reported for interfering with

recruiting for the British Army.

11, Having collected £36 for guns at the church gates on
the dey of the Howth gun-rumning, I forwarded the money to
GiRahilly who sent us 10 rifles. The local committiee: who
discussed the ﬂistributinﬁ of the rifles voted 9 to 1 that the
guns bé returned to Volunteer H.Q. end s refuni of the monsey
cleimed. The claim for a refund was rejected and I, fearing
the police might capture the guns, tock them by car to
Shankill railway station, thence by rail to Dublin. I handed
them over to Liam HMellows whedgave me & receipt for nine
rifles. I had retained one which I handed over in 1920 to

fJELH_ Lawrence 0'Brien, Commandant of the South Dublin Brigade.

12, On Baster Sundey 1916, at approximately 10.30 or 1l
8. Arthur Griffith called at my house. He asked to see me
but did not give his name for which afterwards I was very glad.
My wife was engaged in the usual morning housework. At that
time, believe it or not, we were in a position to have a girl
help for the house and children and she answered the door.

I was at Mess and the maid to0ld Mr. Griffith where he might.
find me. At noon I was reading the "Sunday Independent" ai
Wilde's newsagency in the main st. opposite the Catholic
Church. I was specially interested in the order of
cancellation by Mr. Eoin MacNeill and saddened by the terrible
news of the disaster at Ballykissene Quay, when I was tapped

on the shoulder and turned to see the Chief (I always called
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him the Chief} standing beside me. I got a bit of a shock
but he guickly reassured me. I asked him what had happened,
but he said the news was bad, that he had & message for me
and that he had to return to tawn as soon as possible. We
had by this time leét the Bhnﬁ and taken the road to the
ptation end I asked him to hold the letter for a little whlie
ag there was a police spy at the chgrah gates - one of thosgs
gentlemen who had besen keeping a rether close eye on me, as
I had organised the Volunieers early in December 1913 (a
month after the Rotunda meeting) and continued as Secretary
to the local company until the split. Mr. Griffith and I

_proceeded to the railway station (no buses then) and on the

way were joined by a friend of mine and a worker 1n the cause
James Jackson of Rathmichael. The Chief gavé me the letter.
It was written and signed personally by Eoin MacNeill. from
Woodtovwn House, Rethfarnham, and dated, so far as I remember,.
that day or perhaps the day previous. It was the ususl letter
that we all know now. I knew MacWeill's writing amd signature
I asked Griffith how he had come by it and he said he had
volunteered to take it as he was familidr'wiﬁh my home and
had been there before. I told him I would not enter the
stafion with him as thére was another apy always. en duty thﬁrﬁ
and that it might embroil him later on if we were seen
together. I had been a close personal friend of his from the
time he returned from South Africa until his sad death, 1922,
and was in deily contact with him in Mre. Wyse-Power's litile
home from home and, knowing his views better perhaps than
many of his close friends, I was determined that no word or
act of mina would embroil him in any later duvalopmanmﬂ unlase
he himself wished it. I even arranged with mw wife that if
the police were making inquiries, to say that she knew
nothing of my busineas and I‘also asked the maid if she could
identify the man who called and she said she would not know

him againe. After reading the message, lr. Griffith direcied



Se

me to teke: it to the Secretary of the local Voluntser Coye
ani that it was also to be noted by a Mr. P.J. Ferrell. T
told him Farrell was not a Volunteer. He said it did not
matter, that Farrell was to know. I found FarrelY, who, like
myself, was a member of the G.A.il../ in a "wash-out" in Bray
river. There were several of the boys there all getting ready
for action, cleaning revolvers &¢. and one man I would ever
%‘Q like to remsmber. His name was HW% (Joe).
“idiffff He was cleaning a gun. He aﬂkad.Farra}mfwhd I was, where I
came £from and who brought the masaaﬁs. When he was told he
simply said "To hell. with the order". He was for Dublin. I
knew afterwards that he got there. T would like to pay this
tribute to a é&aat mane That evening I got the message to two
men who were not present at that meeting, Michasl and James
Higgins, Loughlinstown. I then took the message to the local
Volunteer Secretary, Mr. James McCarthy, a railway official.
After questioning me sbout it, he destroyed it before I could

stop him.

13. 1% was then sbout 3 p.m. end I went home to my dinner,
peseing the police barracks which was only three doors from my
house. There were 6 or 8 peelers outside the barrack and the
D.I. Eah::ell:!mar:ger was in uniform, en unusual sight on 2 Sunday
morning %o gee a roteﬂt%t B.I.- or even a Castholic one -~ in
é uniform. Molonsey wai?in char in c-:-rk the night of the murder
b Q:__ of Lord Mayor MeCurtain. A second message wes delivered to me
ef ter dinner by Mr. Sean Byrne, an old friend of mine who was ah
/6-% :&tﬁthf telephones. . A-thiwd message wes sent me by Mr,

Diarmuid Lynch - a eimple visiting card of his with the word
"Cancel" written on the back. I kept the card for years but

as I was arrested on 8%th May 1916, end again on 18th lsgl,
%)‘Q my wife may have found and destroyed it with other documents,

ae my home lrad been searchéﬂ several times betwesn 19816 & 192]1.
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14. I tock no part in the Rising. There w&r;figj;gmbar&-
’dpggﬁﬁ%of the Volunteers remaining anﬁ I was not a.maﬁber of the I.R.A.
' except to be in their confidence and to take meesages to and
from Dublin #f needed. On Easter Monday, however, sbout 12 or
1 pemt, I saw the I.R.B. Centre and asked him what ﬁﬁ& heppened
or what was about to happen. He did not know what wes happen-—
ing in Dub}in or elsewhere, but from the messspes received on

the previous day I knew that the Rising had béen plamnnsed for
the evening of Easter Sunday.

15. On 5th May 1916, I got %o Dublin to my office in B3
Parnell Sq. and home again safely. On 6th May I got to Dublim
again but was detained by military at Westland Row Station.
ﬁi_ A policeman I knew H}.D@g@ persuaded the two soldiers who had
detained me to let me go, but on Monday, th ey, I was again?.
arrested and taken from the itrain at Sandycove atationabﬁ
military and R.I.C. Mr. M.J. Hoey, Court Clerk in Bray, was
arrested with me. We were interrogated at an empty house in
Sandycove, taken to Dunlaoghaire police atatiﬁﬂ$nﬁ Town Hall
and detained for two or thres days. I was nrde'rad to report
_daily %o the police at Bray, which I did for 4 months, a;thnugﬁ

this order was shortly remitted in the csse of other men.

16, In the years 1918-20 I took an active part in tﬁe
eloctions end during that period also I wag the bearer of
important messages between Dublin and Bray in connec tion with
I.R.A. activities. Messsges connected with the Local Govi.
Department of the Dail passed through my hands and were
tranemitted by me to Mr. Daniel McCarthy at his office in Clare
St. He was at that time Seg¢retary to Mr. Cosgrave.

17, During 1920 end 1921 I was a member of the Prisoners’
Daefence Fund here and from the beginning of 1921 a member of

the Belfast Boycott Committee and remasined a member of both
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committees until the boycott was 1lifted at the Truce.

18 On Monday, 18th April 1921, I waes agein arrested

and teken to Arbour Hill with nine others for alleged
complicity in an attack by I.R.A. forcss' on Bray :El"olice
Barracks. I -had been i1l with sciatica for three months
previous to the attack, but as I lived only three doors from
the barracks, there wes n¢ chance for me. I was released

on 24th May 1921, the eve of the Custom House attack, Mr.

Lawrence O'Brien and ¥r. P. Martin were released with me.

. '
Silgned: %WJ
. Date: a),‘ @M&ﬁﬁ
itness: '-p -ﬁ_;dtba;c’q i |
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