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1} The full account of our early association with the

natinnal movement is in my husband's book. I.had my domes tic
qcaupations of course, looking after my house and children and
was not directly associated with any mnvﬂﬁﬂn?'excépt the Gaelic
nﬁaguu, which I joined ghortly afier I came ﬁﬂ Du#lin. My
husband was slready in it, being a member of the Keating Branch
qu I also became a member. We regularly atiended the clesses
énd other functions together.

2’_. We all know that, as well as for the taa'cnilng of Irish,
the Gaelic lLeague was used for other purposes, eaﬁacially
political, and the voluntieers were to a large exfent recruited
from its members and also the I.R.B. It was through that

I got to know all the fighting men. ©Segan T. O‘Keily was, I
think, President of the Branch at that tima, Hnd Fionan Lynch,
Gearoid Q'S8ullivan, Piaras Beaalai, Diarmuid O Hagnrty and his
brother were members toc. These men were all visitors to my
house before things assumed the serious aapect they afterwards

aid. | f

5. After the 1nsapt1nn of the Volunteers: there wera often
vary important meetings held at my house. Durlng ‘these visits
on their business matters I naturally became acqpainte& with
them =nd friendly with many of them.

As the Vuluntaef movement developed and became serious,
I he¢aﬁ9 acguainted with dozens more. Coming on Eowards the
fight mumbers of men came to the house for meetings &c. amonget
them were Sean McDermott, Con Collins and Cathal Brughs.
Charlie Monghan used to come, He was a gfea% men |in connection

with arms and ammunition.
4, In preparation for Easter Week a large guantity of
armg end ammunition, mostly ammunltlon, was brﬁught to our
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huuae at.Brenden Road armd hidden in a buildlng-plﬂt at the

enﬂ of the road. Two boxese of cartridges were hrﬁught tn the
house and the cartriﬂges'wﬂre hidden in etarg availabla spot
1ncluding the hollow kerbs on the fireplaces. During the days
preceding Baster Week the Volunteers came singly, in pairs snd
in groups, to fetch the cartridges and emmunition. Wot all the
emmunition in the building plot was removed béfore ‘the Risingk
On the Monday after the surrender the house was raideﬁ; it was
reided many timﬂé after, but this was the worst raid we ever
had. .The military evidently expecited to find men and aprms, bui
they found nothing. ".'I:haf ware so ﬂiaap'guintea at getting
nothing in the house that they asked me to come down and show
them vhat was down in the building yerd. I wﬁlkaﬂithem round
the plot, actuslly over the places where the s tuff ﬁaa stored
but they got nothing. The officer said "I am.anrrﬁ, Mrs.

; >
0'Connor, for this disturbance, bui we must do our duty". I

- Bald "it is all right, you got nothing anyway". I felt very

muﬂh alnne, with my five young children, havlng no sympathy
frnm any side in Donnybrook except from the O Rahilly s who
lived in Herbert Park. Ny husband was awey and I was uncertain
nf;hia-fate. I folt great. satisfaction in being abla to say
“ybu got ﬁothing_. The: officer was wvery pnlita and shoek hands
with me and apologised again before going away.

B, I am recounting these facts whicﬁ probébly are: not very
importsnt. But now in my old age I like to récall Yhem. It
gives me great solace %0 remember that I had the pr-iivilaga of
uquing, weshing for end putting up all ﬁhase;graat!msn who
sacrificed themselves for Ireland and I would be very happy
to. do it all over agein.

Ge ! One of these aspanially I was very glad to be able to hel
because he was suffering great pain. That was Sean: McDermott.
Some months before the Rising he got a breakdown a#ﬁ had to

I, i
go into the Mater Hospital with neuritis in his leg. He almoat
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inat the use of i%. My husband brought him:cut t? our house
for Christmas -~ this must have been the Ghr;stmasibefure the
Eiﬁing.- against the advice of the doctor. Sean took it on
ﬁimaelf %o leave the hospital becauso he wase determined to be
in the fight. He wes five weeks with us and d.'uri!:lg threse
weeks there was not a day some of the 1eadiﬁg men did not comse
%o see him. It was then I met Thomas Mcnonégh, Major McBride
énd meny others whom I did not meattagain asltheyflost their

lives in the fight.

7. I was in great anxiety during and after Easter Week
hecause I did not know where my husband wes. I did not see.

or hear from him since he left home for Eerry on Guod Friday.

é. A message was brought to me & few days afﬁér;tha
surrender by a rﬁleaaeﬁipriﬂcnsr that my husband was datainad
in.Richmnnd_Barrﬁckq- The message - that I couldjceme to ses
ﬁim -~ was written on the flap of an envelopse in ﬁa$tfﬂ hand -
writing and signed by him. The mees@nger looked like a G-man
énﬂ, therefore, I did not give him too frienﬁly a recepiion.
He was a traveller for a builders' providers firm and he
understood my frame of mind. He was very sympathetic and told
ﬁa that my husband waee in great form. I'll never forget the

r&lief thaet was to me - to learn that he waa aliva.

9. 1 went to see him the very next day. ﬂhan;I went in
there was an officer in charge. That was my firﬂf mesting
with: Robert Barton. He was awfullaniaa. He had?an of fice
in the gymnasium building. He'brought me along to the prison
bulldings - W, Block - and there I met Batt. The visitors
ﬁere ranged up outside a barbed wire fence. The prisnnars
woere In fours with a soldier at each aide and we gﬂt BO many
minutea -~ I forget how many - to talk to the priaonsrs. He
waa in good form but looked a bit unkempt, having Blepf on
thﬂ floor for several nights. He was with Sean T. 0'Kelly,

Hugh O'Hare and Douglaes French-Mullen whose érm uﬁﬂ bandagad,
- ' ! :
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Ha was the Gnly one of the fnur who had a ?bluntaar tunic¢ on.
WB had not time for anything except a few datsils ofi.bus inesss.
Back in the office Mr. Bartdn, who treated me tary kindly,
h&nﬂad me a parcel with the prisoner's Effeets. Tha next time
I oaw Batt was by chence on the 8 treet when priﬂﬂnarﬁ were
haing marched along the street. Ire. 0'Keeffe saw me and
gskad‘ma to come along down, that thﬂsa'triqonars were being
ﬁapnrtad and perhaps Batt and Paddy would be ﬁmcng thaﬁ; and
éo they were. The soldier who was near Bﬂtﬁ was decent and
éllowed me to walk beaside him end I was able to a8k him some’
questione about business matters. He was amﬁy for four months,
firat in Wandsworth and then in gfongnch. I still have a
émall copy of sn Imitation of Christ given to Batt in
Wandewor th by Gearoid 0'Sullivan with the date of his release
inscribed in it. ‘ |

10. There is not much of any importance that I remember

~during the remainder of the yeer. I know that my husband

énﬂ the others of the Veolunteers who were free wsﬁa doing their
best to keep the movement alive while the leaders were in

prison.

il. Tomés Ashe, of whom my husband always had .a great
opinion, came to stay with us for a week and he wae coming
back here after some meeting in the couniry where he expressed
ﬁimﬂalf-very strongly agsinst the gﬁmarnment; wherr he was
érraated. He was welking along the street w%th Michedl &
Foghludha on the Saturdsy when the detectives - Hoey and Smith -
walked up beside him and said they would have to érrast him.
it wae during thet week that he sang for us fha séng he hsad
énmpnaad.anﬁ set b0 music himself, "Let me carry your cross
for Ireland, Lord". He never sang it for anyone else; he said
he never had an opportunity. His death was ?he g%éataat

I ;
tragedy of all. On the morning before his errest he apologised
|
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Ef‘:::nr the trouble he was giving me. That day I sicod on the
i

‘doorstep and watched him go down the rosd till he' got on the
!

. |
grem. I shall always remember him as I saw him then. He was

Ea besutiful man: with his tall noble figure and Id?efl.z,r WAVY
' |

hair. I 8till have a letter that he:wrote: to me from
Huunijhﬁ & short time before his death. '

_ j
12e As: time went on meetings began to be held again in

gy ———

Bur house. Harry Boland, Cathal Brugha, Higk Gul;lins s AuBtin
:Btack end seversl others used to come, and I Imewg them all
!intimately. Mick Colline was the one of those fo!ur that T
:kn&w the least becauss he was slways foo angrnsae?d in his

E‘lmpartan’ﬁ occupations fo take part in small ‘l;&il.lv:..i But the

meﬂn who worked for him and with him overlocked that 2T
charactr.ristiu in him and did not expect anything different

f:-nm him becsuse they knew How much he had on hifn mind.

B

- One morning when 1 had finished doing my ﬁoar-
rasses and was coming in I saw a small man nnmipg up the
ath. He was slightly lame and had = graan.shadal over one

oye. He asked was HMT. O'Comnor in asnd I said "Yes, Cathal.
' T .
He leughed and tock the shade off his eye and sald "That is
bad; I thought. nobody could recognise me in' this diéguise™.

'EHE had just come by the boat from England where he had spent

]
seversl monthe. I callfed out my husband who failed o

b
| - 1
!recogni;sa him as he had put on the eyeshede again. I gave

I . ! .
him a cup of coffee and he sald he would go to bed for a

eouple of hﬂura until his wife gnt his maasage anﬂ came to

gee: him. When my husband went to Mrs. Brugha's houae wit-h '

itha meesage, Wick: Collins happensd to be there as he

;occaﬁiﬂnally spent a night there, if it was ce_m*a’niemt. Mick:
Ecallad at our house shortly after and asked:' to Esla Cathal, |
ibut as Cathal had told me that he was to be:disturbed by
;!IIObGﬁF until his wife came, I was]| very firmfanﬂ refused to
ilet him up to the bedroom. ﬂbuﬁti 11,30 XNrs. Brug!ha came and
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Cathal, who had not slept, although he had lain ﬁ;ovm, g0t up
and dressed to go out. It was their son Rory's ﬂirthﬂay

I_anﬂ they were going into town to buy a present for him.

i4. When Harry Boland came home from América, his first
meeting with the leaders here was ay my house in Brendan Rd.
It was on a Friday and I had to provide lunch foétl} mene

'I went for the fish. I was told there was nons, but a man in
ithe ehop - Jimmy Dunn, he is now dead - recognised me and
gave me the fish. I cooked it and gave 1t to the men with
‘tea and breasd and butter. I had to do everything nwﬂe.;lf
because I could not, for reasons of eecurlity, keep a mald in
-the house, or even a daily woman. |

15, HiaﬁlﬂalIins slept at oup house on only two or three:
Ioccaaion& -~ it waa-toa-ﬂangarnua a placea for him. On one of
'those occasions. Mick, Harry Boland.and Batt et in the
Ekitchen talking end enjoying a plessant evening; I think it

"wes sfter a meeting. They were discussing the life they had

isaan in various places. Mick Collins was describing the life
"he 1ed.in'Lﬂnﬂun and Batt wes giving his experiences in
Fﬁmnricap Harry Boland, who was very gay aﬁﬂ 1ighthearted,
Esaid there wae no plece like Dublin. He asked me was -there
_anything as enjoyable as getting on an outside égr on a bank
]holiﬁay with & few friends and driving to the strawberry beds
. or some such place, singing the good 0ld Dublin songs like

; "CGockles and Mussels", When at last they decided to go to

' bed, Harry snd Mick slept in the return room in the one bed,
, with the wiﬁdnw cpen et the bottom so that if thefa wag a
raid they could slip out easily. I d@id not dare to go to -
bed, as I was always uneasy when any of the laa#era was

' gleeping in the house. In the cnufﬂa of the niéht I npﬁnﬂd
the door of the bedroom gently and saw theltwo @an sleeplng
quietly. Mick had his arm resting on the little table by

+ the bed, with his revolwer lying beside 1it.
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#6. I kxnew Austin Siack marﬁ wall. Ie Etayaé often at:
'ﬁur housé in Bréndan Road end I got to_lika'him %ary much.
He was wery gentle and kind. Afterwards uhan.ﬁbé unfortunate
split came and many people became wery bitter ag&inqp their
Inlﬂ frienda, he never did. I 4id not meet him for a. long time

hut'ﬁhan I did -~ on the street - he greeted me as affection-

ately and warmly as ever. Miss O'Rahilly also hae always

1
remained very friendly.

17 De Valera joined the Volunteers the seme time as my
I .
husband and they drilled in the same company in Donnybrook

"and Batt had a v;ry high opinion of him. I knew his wife,

Sincad 6 Flannagain very well even before she married. She
was a very pretty girl. She used to teke part in the
competitions that were held at the aeridheachta inan by the
Gaelic League and Batt often told me sbout the look of
Eaatisfantien he saw in de ?ﬁlara‘s‘faee on one of those
occasions when she came in first in the gir;s' race. He was

then interested in her but not angﬁgéﬁ t0 her.

18. Sinead Mason - now Mre. Derrig - wes 8 very capeable
girl who worked for Mick Collins and some of the -others. She
never telked about what she wae @oing snd there was no fear

:that ghe would bafray any of their secrets.

19. At a later stage the leaders used to hold their
meetings elsewhere than in my house and end, 1-don't seem to
tramamber go much about those yéars as I do about the time
before the Rising. When I have an opportunity I shall go over
my papers end see if there is anything of importance that I
Iceuld give or lend you to copy.

. A
i Signed: /_5_,;4__4_{?.4/?‘ 6‘( J’Mwi

: Date: %W—éﬂ/é_/ﬁiﬂ
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