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TATEMENT OF MRS. MAIRE O'BROLCHAIN,
Rnaklawn, 8%, Mary 8 Pirk, Gal

“in 1916. REA
BURO STAIRE MlLE#Tk 1913 21

NO. W.S. 21
Easter Week oguiside lhﬂ“IIﬂEE- 3

On Egster. londay morning we heard from P.T. Kechane (Gills)

1/
of the sinking of the Aud. It seemed to write Finis to all hopes
of 5 Rising. ﬁlways'in Irish history the ships are sunk and the ‘!
guns lost. However, in the evening, on hearing thﬁt the G.P.0.
hadlbaeﬁ taken we (my husbhand,. Padraic O Brolchain, eand myself)
wﬁlkeﬂ a5 far as the Rotunda. Thronging, milling crowds ﬁere in
0'Connell St. Turning back, smongst the cars tearing in from the
races, we caught sight of one from which the O0'Rahilly was
watching out. He iooked esnxious, tense, urgent, but smiled and
salﬁted. On Tuesday, we read the prﬁclamﬁtiﬁn of thé:Republic,
gastﬁﬂ on the walls of St. Patrick's Training CTollege - "Under

the prntectinn of the Most High God" were words to thrill any

Irish heart.

Wa were heavy and sick hecause Boin Macleill's and Arthur
Griffith's names were mlaaing. That was the general feeling, when
it was not actual hostility - Jamea Connolly, =& bocialist - _
almost like a Communist now - and his Gitiéen.ﬂrmw, and Pearse in
revolt ageinst MacNeill. The householders rushing round for food,
fual_qnﬂ light - gss cut off - were very bitter sgainst the
“feolﬁ" who incommoded them. But when the guns of the ”Heiga"
were heard pounding on Liberty Hall, only the English and a few
prﬂFEpglish welcomed the sound. Th were our countrymen
fighting for Ireland snd must be helped. Some Volunteers -
Michaél Fleming, e.g., who would not touch the Rising on KHondasy -

were @ff.
ﬁiﬂ_‘:m 0 )3“{2:#4"?

My husbanﬂhcﬂnsidared himself s Volunteer, though a change to
W¥hitehall made attendance at Ssndymount very difficult. He triead
attenﬂing at North side, but preferred Sandymount. Pressure of

. ’ P g ¥ .

privaﬁa and office work, National Health, prevented regular
. _ ~ _
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; attendances anyhow. There wag no guestion of victimisatiom of

?ﬁluntsars in his office.

On Tednesday Bvening'Mf. and Mrs. English told us that they
hed been trying to get to 0'Connell St. -~ she 0 her Cumenx Unit
1n Reis's ﬁhich she had left easily that mnrning - he to join in
G.P.,0. FPadraic then decided that he would appaal to HMacleill to
call out thﬂ Volunteers and offer to go to Connacht, cycling,
whera he was well known, and his wnrﬁ wnuld be taken. BEnglish
offerad for ﬁicklow or ?exfnrﬂ and they hoped to get others. It
ﬂeamed fhen as if the Eislng would continue for a long time.
Padraic eaw Henry Dixon, P.T. Keohane, Domhnall O'Connor - old
"Ipish Irelanders". Dixon perhaps was I*R.Bjﬁ His daughter wes
in @.P.0. They approved warmly. FP.T. Kechane offered some fire-
arms and promised to take caré of our family - 6 amall boys -
thulﬂ Padraic not return. If wae decided he should carry no
arms and only verbal instructions. Fighting in the provinces
would draw the British forces away from Dublin, while, T think,
the Wicklow men were %o be asked to move on Dublin. English was

to report to P. Belton. Arthur Griffith had to be seen first.

. His approval would count in the country. He told Padraic that

he had been #o0 see MacNeill on Wednesday end that he was adamant
in refusing to c¢all out the Volunteers, but told Padraic that he
might as well see MacNeill. Perhaeps he would have changed his
minﬁ - anyﬁﬁy try and God speed. He told Padraic of the byways
by which he had made his way fhrough the Férk, thinking that if
a pullet found himr in the back it would have been clear evidanﬁe

that he was shot while running away from the fighting.

" Padraic got the impression that Griffith fevoured an appeal
to fhe Volunteers and so reported to his group. Travelling was
increasingly difficult, but Padraic mede his way sometime on
Saturday morning %o ilacKeill., His brother, James ﬁacﬁaill,.anﬂ-
Bulm@r Hobson were there. Padraic put his cese as strongly as
he could, but in vain, NacNeill always decided his course of

antihn by the light of his conscience. During a close

M
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@ssociation with him in the Gaelic League of five or six vears,

I ﬁnﬁ never inown him to be influenced by anyone, of to iry to
influence enyone. His mind was too fine for resentment or
biﬁternass and he could be trusted to see his opponent's point of
view. He stated his case and let it rest, so 1t wasinnw- There
was?nu faintest tinge of animosity against those who had usurped
bis euthority. His very definite refusal was given on the grounds
thaf he could not call out ﬁnarmﬂﬁ men to attack thﬁéa armed with
machine guns. Frﬁm that position he could not be moved, but did
nntgseak to dissuagde Padraic from joining up. ‘There was some
discussion shout the morelity of attack and defence, I think.
Macleill said he had decided not %0 go inte hiding. He had fire-
anmé end had considered the question of resisting arrest -
possibly, he seid, be could kill two or three soldiers, but that
would be of no use to Ireland, sc too had Griffith decided who had
8aid that he expected death from the courtmartial eanégi also must
MaoNeill the clear-sighted.

After MacNeill's arrest, Padraic.met Miss MacNeill (his
gister) and of£2ped to give evidence at his trial. He wﬁs not .
calléd and he thought his evidence would have been of little use

anyhow.

ﬁanﬁaill was, a8 usual, right in his refusal, for while
Padraic was on a byroad fer up in the Phoenix Park, thé guns had
ceased. He was limping behind a disabled bicycle, having met with
the only sccident of his cyciing days. Heanwhile, many messengers
called for news of him and in the evening Henry Dixon snd snother
man céllaﬁ to tell of {he surrender. Dixon assured me that the

Volunteers were to be allowed to go home free and bearing their

arms and (presumsbly) whatever emmuni tion was left - lé_aﬂers not
to be ;analiaeﬁ. 1 demurred, but Henry Dixon, who belonged to a.
firm of salicitofg gaid "I miéht know that these were the only
terms bonnnlly would accept for his men," Next mnrning'English
went off to Kilsaliaghan. He donned his wedding suit, ﬁiahing 0

die for Ireland, but the Lancers were there before him to take
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Mulﬂahy in to Pearse. DBefore English returned, Padrasic had gone,

alﬁp eeying it wae a '"feke' surrender and he would étop it
(*Pierce' imténd of 'Pearse' was signed to the surrender). Aas
he ha& to borrow a hicycle_he wes for{unately not in time. He
met- Robert Rooney and they took messages from some Volunteers to

thelr homes.

They were very late returning and Eaan.o'seagha_saiﬂ they
had probebly gone to meet the German troops that had landed in
Balﬁriggan neighbourhood. Armed with a photogreph of some Britisk
General in his hreaét-QOckat, Sean had veinly tried to get past
the sentries up ?Ihitéhall. Iiow it wese dark; there wa'ﬁ another
rnaﬁ and he.would try again. He wes more ﬁnsitive eﬁen than
Henry Dixoﬁ in his statements. There ig no limit to the
cradulity of men. He did not seek or find the Germsns, and I saw

him next on the day of his release from Wandsworth.

A few weeks before Easter 1916, Sean 0 Eeagha-célleﬂ one
E?Eﬁingdﬁt Home Farm Road and told me he was 'on the run'. A
casé of pikeheads consigned to the Irish Cutlery Coy. - hé wes
manaﬁer—-:had been seized, There had heen-an inguiry by Castle
officials and he had Baid-“They were wanted for sticking pigs -

a gréat demand in the Bouth". Shorit, Under—ﬁecretar?, mad e
capital of this enswer afterwards. Sean was allowed to go free,
but expected arrest and search of his house. He had made contact
with Volunteer. The O Seaghdhe lived on a short roed right
opposite our house - Sean watched, my husband rushed to Fleming,
the grocer, at Tolks Bridge. 1 went across %o tell Mrs. 0'Seagha
A detective lived straight opposite O Seagha'. - another followed
Padreic into Fleming's, but he and Fleming spoke Irish. Fleming
aantia cart and removed firearms promising to send thém to
Kinmage thet night. BShortly after, a number of Cumenn na mBan
arriﬁeﬂ "to see the week-old baby". - ‘They were fo carry off ell
the ﬁrmﬂ; Maire Walker wss smong tﬁem. Later, some vbluntaefs
and Cumann na mBan stole into Pleping's back yard while

detectives watched the frnni)and removed the arms to Seamus
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0'Doherty, Connaught St. where Diarmuid ﬂ‘%leﬁarty end other
?Giuntaars guérded them. A man nemed Tobin moved tﬁam in the
murning to Ximmage. O Seaghdha's house was Bearched, and the
detective sald “Fleming and the Cumann na mBan have got the fire-
anqs" but they did not search Fleming.
. 0'Rahilly sent a‘gdravnlvers after.' the raid on Lawlor's 1915,
and it was Kicheel O'Hesnrshan who collected them. *
Padraic had carried a message to a youth named Ryan who
lived in Clonliffe Road -~ from Bulmer Hobson. His sister took
-thﬂ'mﬁsaage. Afterwards - (1918} we met her on her honeymoon in

Cushendgll - she was married to Tobin who had moved the firearms

*”-froﬁ_Seamua.ﬁ'Dohsrty. Her brother in 1916 had gone on to Dr.

PatiMacﬂartan.anﬁ esdaped when Dr. MacCartan's house was raided.
The British soldier on sentry tn the back garden caught him, The
boy said "I'm Dublin, from Clonliffe Road". "I'm from Summerhill
n:@sélf“ 8gid the soldisr, "run out under the hedges" . He es caped

to Belfast end wes working there under the name of Toal in 1918.

i
0

. I forget the important part - what the message was.

j There 1s nothing of military wvelue in the following, but to
ne thiﬂ record seems important. It has not been wriften uﬁtil
now.’

:On Bundey morning, April 30th, a Mr. Kurphy, Givil Servarnt,
marrﬁaﬁ to Senator Gnncanﬁﬂn's sister, asked Fadraic if‘he knew
of aﬁy of the Volunteer families in need of money andZoffered
him.élo. It was generous from a salaried man and a sick mati.
Padraic knew of no one then, but on Monday we heard many taies cf
hardship. Many of the Volunteers round Drumcondra came from the
poorér classses. They Wenf out, as to an ordinary route march._
Now the women were faced with hardship - weekly rent, food wantin

— o mﬁnﬁy at all}and th: British soldiers' dependants éo well care
fer,:jearing aﬁ'tﬁem,lthough in some cases, indeed, h@lping.--mhe
National aid was for the moment not aveilsble. I think it was

hecauge Mrs. Tom Clarkerwae in jail. Rumour again said the funds
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had been seized by the British. Anyway, Mr. Murphy's £10 kept
the, wolf from ten doors at least, but everyone of them knew

aomebody worse off.

Then began a procession of callers to Eur hnuae;I 'T heard
youiwere collecting” - and cnntriﬁntinns_were handed in with
propises of more., Willing helpers distributed it every evening -
the! rule being - no money left over. It cheered up fhe_ﬁepenﬂants
and raised their morale to have the kindly young ladies and
gontlemen looking after their welfare. Courtsmartial and
executions roused, instead of frightening the people. loney puoured
or ﬁribhled in and out. From Bishop 3t. came kir. Kennedy almosit
daily with comtributions he had collected from the $11l of his

small shop. A friend of his, Miss O'Keeffe from Crannersllusic
' n que

shop collected £1 weekly for monthﬂﬁanﬁ ga've it to me for the

Ehtinnal Ald. "Thank God I had 1t" she said, when I found out.

*L.nurse told me that a young wife had made no proviaion
whatevar for hB;f:::gS baby. Xvery available panny had gone %o
aquib her Volunteer husband. "“And he had everything, even to
the grounﬂ sheet" she said proudly.

:Emily Scott, mes Gumming, e cousin of G. Reynolds, who died’
in Clanwilliam House, brought me the choicest clothea from hsr
own end her sister's baby stores - handmade lace, hand embroidered
robes and silk shawls. "Not hslf good enough for that child" was
what she said. These were typical of the givers; But for the
very few who came to seek, it was dreadful. a week befora, gafe-
ahaltsrﬂ&, bills peid, ihdulgent husbamis in good positions lﬁJu”
presging lendlords, unwilling tradesmen, helpless children,

huebends whe, if they returned, would be unemployed. Yet, these -

‘ women were all proud of them. It made me ashamed of having.a man;

Eafafat home., .- :

Amongst givers P.T. Keohane was the most generous. For him, -
I gava about. £100 until-June 1917, and I think I was not tha only

one whc dlstributed for him,
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about his own miesion to Kerry and Limerick. - )
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i Then, when many willing workers had indexed carﬂﬁ of
vhluntear éepenﬂanta all over the city we neard that the Hatiunal
Aid Funds were safe, and all ready for diﬂtriuutiona bo_it ended.
Buh among the dark memories of executions, and axilg and
ﬁa?ortatinns, one somehow got to understand - I sagy it in all

reverence - what the spirit of the early Christians was like.
i | |
| I resd #» Mr. Lennon's articles in the "Times" recently and
I yas particulerly interested in the one about Sean Fitzgibbon as
I had taught him Irish when he was in his teens and we had

remained friemds after.

About Jan. 1924, he came to my house in Howth - he lived then
1n'Hnwth too -~ -and we had a talk about 1916. He told me that
Peérsﬂ sent him to Kerry to land guns and he understood that
Maéﬁeill knew all about it., Pearse gave him orders tn put them on
| train that was going to Limerick and thet some of them would £0
nnjto Roscommon and the West. He pointed out to Pearse that they
would not be allowsd to do that without opposition £rom the
English end thet might mean a Rising. Pearse smiled and said
“Wéll, Sean". Oean went off., I always underatood_it wag %o
Trélae he went. He said he could not get in touch ﬁith anybody

and there seemed to be no arms there. He found the Eituaticﬁ-therf

very unsatisfactory. He went on to Limerick with the idea of

gatting soma of the men there who were armed to zo ﬁuwn t0 Kerry
to help the local Volunteers. Then he said thet when.ha opened
thﬂ paper on Saturday morning and saw ahﬂut the arrests, he knew
to MacKeill
it*weulﬂ make a difference and he returnﬂd to Dublin/for orders.
Ha'left me with the impression that e went to him before gging to
?ﬂqraa, thinking that MacNelll knew everything. He was greatly

surprised when he found that that was the firet Hacligill knew

! I am tired of reading about Haclleill being influenced by
I . ‘ .
Bulher Hobson, Fitzgibbon and othrer@s™ As- I have said already, he
came to his decision on the merits of the case and aﬁcording to

] ! .
the! dictates of his consclence. The thought that a men like
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Fitzgibhnn; who was not a very forceful character, ' could sway him

mgkes me laugh.
. Sean went to See Pearse after his visit to HacNeill. Pesrse
1éaka& qhangﬂd. ' He was stern end had a set expression on his fao
Hé informed Pearse thaet he was not going with them into thé Risin:
Pﬁarsa stretched out his hand snd shook his, aning_“ﬁéll, Gogd
bless you snyway, Sean", When he came to that point in his story
the tears ceme into Sean's eyes. He said he felt very sore about

1
Fearse deceiving him,

1 ’ .
! Sean was tuhpnme agein the following Sundsy, but my fether
died on that day and I had no further conversation with him. He

left Howth shortly after.

' INGHINIDIHE NA hBIREZANN, | ;

E Inghinidhe na hEireenn was founded on Easter Sunday, 1900,
in Celtic Literary Society Rooms, 52, Lr. Abbey St. Dublin, by
Hauﬁ Gonne and a group of young girls. Arthur G&iffith wag doing
a m?nth in jail for having'broken a stick" in asseulting Collis,
Whﬂ; in Collis' Weekly" had libelled ligud Gonme. The young girls
were nearly all sisters of Celtic Literary Society méMbe:s and
tha} ﬁishad to replace th stick - actually Griffith used a Zambok
- aisouth Affican leather whip. I am giving the Burssu s
cutﬁing from a newspaper (Appendix AY describing the péeaentatiun
of ﬁne walking stick to him on his releasse. I noticé it states
thaﬁ the attack on Meud Gonne was in the "Figaro". I always
thought it wes in "Collis' Weekly".

'I wes in the Celtic Literary Society from 1896, They aid
not %ﬁmit ladies as members, bui they had certein functions such
as I%ish classes and‘special literary meetings that ladies were
allowed to sttend. The sisters of the members - as well as-
nthe%s - attended the social functions. I met there Bithna

Carbery and Alice Milligen, who came from Belfast, and Maud Gomne

T had a small Irish class in the Celtic Literary Eﬂciatya
]
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I ﬁad learnt Irish and read Keating in Cong National School where

" my mother, who was a spesker of Irish, taught. ihen she was only

12 ?ha taught the whole parish the catschism in Irish for Dr.

' licHale who gave her a special blessing for it. She was a friend

of anhan.D'Grnwney_and Douglas Hyde»? _

Then Maud Gonne suggested that we form a society — that was
aaraed upon - and the name - and we took same objects as Celtic
Literary Society ~ fostering of Irish language, literature, music,
hisﬁury anﬁ industries - adding "among the young". William Rooney,
;1.;;{;1]115 Editor of United Irishman, was in outer room, and again Meud
anm;e proposed that we give effect to his suggestion in the United
Irishmen thet & treat be given to the patriotic children who had
refus ed to attend at the treat given when Queen'vicéuria had |
visi%ed Ireland seeking recruits for South grr;can ﬁaf. we decided
o a#peal publicly and privately to all interested. Then cffiaera
were &ppointed, Meud Gonne President, Ethna Carbery and Maire Ni
Gill%n (myself} V.P., Maire Cuinn, Hon. Sseec., her sisfer, Margaret,

Treésurer. The Pstriotic Children's Treat was held August -

.,ED,OﬁO children marched, according to press reporis. Children's

c¢lasses were held in 32 Lowver Abbey St. and at other centres thro'
city - one in a hay loft wss a great success. Monthly literary
maatii&gs for members and their friends - papers on famous Irishwomes

were read and discussed over tea.

?he Goddess Bride; S8aint Brigid; Rose, wife of Fiach;
M. N, ﬁ‘Eyrnﬂ, Margaret of Offaly; Maeve, Cliona, Macha; these were
publiéheﬂ in linited Irishmen - lifted into Boston Filot, Bouthern
Graﬁsi and other American papers. A4 flag was presented to liajor
McBriée, Transavasl Irish Brigade, a banner chosen for ;nighiniﬁhe
and a ﬁadge - huge brass Celtic Brooch.

H?sturical tableaux packed the antient Concert Rmo@a during
Easter?ﬁEek, 1901. Aalice Hilligaﬁ and Bthna Carbery, tﬁe Fays,
w.B. Y%ata, all helping. MKMaud Gonne was in United States. Our
first grief was the uﬁtimely death of THlliam Rooney in kay. The

1
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cladses were brought.to Bodenstown. The children's choir for

- Baster tablesux was kept on for plays and tableasux iﬁ.ﬁutumn.

, .

{ "Rilis agus an Bean Deirce", the first play in Irish %o be
pra@uced in Dublin, was put on by Inghinidhe in August 1901, in
Antfent Concert Rooms with "Deirdre" by A.E. 1902; “ﬁgcape of Red
Hug@? Alice Millican; "Racing Lug" Cousins, "Laying of Foundations"
by EFea Ryan; "Fot of Broth" by Yeats and "Hour Glass'.

' Haire Hi Siubhleigh, Sara and laire Allgood end others joined
the ﬁutianal Drematic Society. ~ Maud Gonne wes acting.in "Caitlin
Ni H@ulihan" vhich Yeats had dedicated "To the memory of William
Roonéy" in April 1902, when word ceme that Hthna Garbery was dead.

Maud (Gonne was unable to speak the prologue, for grief.

Inghinidhe gave help to Yeats in founding native 8 chool of
auting. Maud Gonne became a Catholic and married John MeBride in -
Parie, end in 1904 Maire Quinn, Secretary, left for St. Louis

Exhibition.

I ceased to be an active member about this time, but heipad
sametimaa+ A paper on "Bva" wes regg and s fund was raised by
Inghiniﬁhe tu help with publication of her poems - an astonishing
numhei of small P.08. were received from the couniny. :Tne "DBeen
na hﬂireann"'ran a few years - Eattiné many ads. alsc. Helena
'Molnny ra n it - about 1906 or so. Gaelic I:sague and a Society in

Fairviaw ran children' 8 classes also snd the Geuntesﬂ.markievic@
- gnd Hq Molony had Fianwa. Terhaps the whnla youth mnvament of this

cﬁntuﬁy begen vith the Fatriot1c thldren g8 Troat.

Ahna Parnell read a paper on “ﬂaﬂiea' Lend League', giving

M.8.8. tﬂ Inghinidhe.

. Sp, with varying fortunes on to 1913 when Inghinidhe were

largely represented at the founding of the Volunteers -,all signing
their hames'iﬁ Irigh. . _ ;
| | | |
T ishould have said earlier that our consistent support of

Irish industries was very, very difficult for us.
] .
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& Margarat Quinn, our first Treasurer, kept up hsr work after

har'marriaga to Briesn Callender until the Inghinidhe became margaa
in Cumenn na mBan - afterwards too. There was no fegr of

disbanding while she held the reins.

Inghinidhe was well represented in Easter Week 1916,
Eli%absth O0'Farrell in the G.P.0. cerrying the white flag to the
Bri%iﬁh. Maire Wi Eiubhlaigh:3EMrisaie Doyle, a pale middle-aged
wumén in Stephen's Green, Maire Ferolz, ready alwaya:tﬁ dare;
Helena Molony, the walking arsenal, as the British officer called
haré going "to fight" with Sean Connolly, to find herself instead
mipigtaring to him, to hear his last words "Go on, we are win;ing".

Sinahﬁ de Valera, chiaf of the waiting women at home.

}The Ihghiniﬂha was unigue amongst women associations in that
it wook no interest whatever in Women's Rights or suffrage - just
did what was most urdent for Ireland.

(Hoté - The Inghinidghe - nrlrﬁthnr, individual members went
mili%ant on ona occasion in 1903, whaﬁ they helped to bresk up =a
varlismentary meeting in Rotunda. King Edward wes coming to
Irel%nﬂ and Madam Gonne McBride, accompanied by Natinﬁal Council
mamnéxs, N. Dizon, B. Martyn and S. McManus, fcfced their way to
the p?atfurm in order to mzke Lﬂrd‘ﬂagér Harrington promise that
there would not be a civic welcome. Chairs and bones were broken
in tha ensuing rout and the interrupters were very unpﬁpular. King
Edward ﬂeciﬁaﬁ that he did not want a civic welcome. I am giving
you*aye ting from the 'Gael' of New York dated July 1903,
referring to this matter (Appendix B)).

ﬁuring Boer War, Inghinidhe distributed anti-recruiting
leaflets to soldiers and their girl friandﬁ, who usually walked
paet G F.0. every night.

1

I heve brought en article that I wrote in 1938 for the "Irish
Press"; about the founding of the Inghinidhe and the work done by
them (Afpendix C). When there is time, perhaps you could send me

a copy of it. The Dasughters of Erin referred to in it were an
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Irish-American organisation. The motto mentioned was that of

the Celtic Literary Society, which was as follows:-

E "We're one in heart if you be Irsland's friemt,

. Though lesgues asunder, our Upinidns tend,

: There are but two great parties in the end"
!

(i<e. Ireland and England).

i John McBride, Raster Week.

' John MeBride in 1916 wes staying with his hld friand, Fred
Alhﬂn.' Allan, T heard, was an I.R.B. - very prominent in '98
ceiebrationﬂ. McBride's proudest possession, according to Mrs.
Al%en, was the Inghinidhe flag presented to him in 1900, when hée
waé Major in the Transveal Irish Brigade. He took great care -
ahéking it free from its wrappings, at intervals - always seying,
when Mre. Allen wondered at his enthusissm, "I muet mind the

flags It will wave over a free Ireland yet".
: On Easter Manﬁay she saw from the front window a boy come ug
to the hall door. Shortly sfterwsrds, McBride told her that he
was?gﬂing out and did not know when he would be back. 8She saw
him%go out the gate anq noticed a bulge in the pocket of his
ﬂveﬂcoat. Later she remembered the bulge when she knew that he
was ﬁith Thomas MecDonggh in Jacob's Factory and afterwards like

him ﬁaa made prisoner.
|

1Later a British militery car ceme for her. She ﬁas t0 be
quesﬁionad about Hcﬂriﬁe. The officers sllowsd her td take her
aiatér to Kilmsinham. She was questioned very briefly. Of her
ownL knawlaﬂge did John Mcﬁride belong to any illegsl organisation
He had never told her that he belonged to any organisation. Had
she raceiveﬂ any letter or verbal messags for him on Easter
Mnnﬂaéé. Bhe had not. (The maid had answersed the door bell).
To hef knowledge did he carry firearms on Easter Mondaﬁ?. To her
knowledga - No (the bulge was no proof and she had neﬁar

aatualiy seen firearms in his room}.
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l .80 the ordeal was over and she hoped that heﬁ,truﬁhful
mﬁsleading answers would set him freel Jcohn MeBriha was given
p%nmission to speak to her “on private matters", his guards, of
ctnursa, listening. He, was Ppleasant as % iz{;hnuld have
bT:en best man at his wewssnle (Dr. Anthony '&:.-1—1-) wedding and
asked her to send on the wedding ring; then hs t0ld her to see
that the bill for the wedding euit he had ordered was paid. She
pz}umiﬁad for the ring but said "Surely the bill can walt till yov
_eémﬂ back", He just seid he would like the matter settled. Ther
hé said "Gundbya“ and auﬂﬂenlg pushed his hand across his lips,
he sgid quickly in a lowered tone "Mind the flsg" and he lsughed.
Tﬁ her sister he had ssaid lightly "I might not be back".
Somehow I think it was to say "Mind the flag" that BcBride had
as%ed for her evidence - if indeed he had asked, and not the
British. Hia was the loneliest death of all and th§re was
aa@ﬁemPt and rage for British hypocrisy on that 6th May when we
ha%rﬂ of his exXecution. He wss shot mainly - or entirely - for
hi% fight in South Africs sixteen years pfeviﬁusly. But 2till
th%ra was pride that he stood in his proper place wﬂth the young
laéders. He had asked to see Henry Dixon who, when the officers
naéﬂ, was writing up the books of the local Vincent 'de Pzul. He
was expecting arrest and would leavs his accounts in order.
Bﬂﬁ;berataly he éid not tell his fami;y of his whereabouts. The
efﬁicers had gone when he refurned and he.wns turned back by the
mil?tary when he tried to cross Capel St. bridge. ©So, except
fnfipsrhaps some words to Father Albert, "Hind the Flag" was
~ John McBride's last message.
t
| Mps. Allen did mind the flag and the "sight" of the
cap%urad cannon and the HeBride papers so successfully that they
wer% never found during the resids. The flag was rnliéd round her
durfng the first” raid, the sight and papers hidden iﬂ an guthouse
Aftérwarda for a few years the flag was stitched intﬂ a feather
bed. She gave the flag anﬂ “ingﬁt" eventually to Jne McBride

of Wbﬁtport and his widaw Jpresented them to the Muaeum.
I
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There is another fleg presented by Madame Gonme MceBride.
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iThis was cerried also In McBride's Brigade. It wes aqnt to her
bi a Mr. Burgess, Pretoria (a brother of Cathal Brﬁgha, I heard)
and, ge far ss I know, he did not say how it came into his

. pqEBeBHiﬂn. 1% has the trade mark "Magulre, Dnnegal Bt. Belfast!

I
who used to edvertise flage, bunting, etc. in Alice Milligan's

1 :
pﬁpar "Shan van.vOGht“, and perhaps this is one that was carried
1n the 1898 procession in Dublin. Alice Hilligan sﬁggestad that
a printer, liacPeake, who emigrated sfter 'QB, may ha?e garried
thg fleg with him to Transvaal. He was in action in the Boer War
and his son became a famous editor in United States. This was
pr%hahly the fleg of the Brigade before the Inghinidhe flag

reached it during the summer of 1900.

I have here a nﬂwﬁpaper cutting - a letter to the surviving

|
mﬁﬁbﬂrs of the Inghiniﬂhﬂ from Maud Gonne McBride in the Irish
Prqaa (Appendixd ), also a typed letter to ma,a aak:ng us to
attﬂnﬂ at the presentation of the flag to the Muaaum, She made
8 m%staka about this. The flag sent by Burgésa was ﬁot the one
pra%ented to McBride and the Irish Brigade by the Inéhinidh@.
Thaélattar never left McBride's possession and, &8s elready stated
is,élsn in the Huseum. ¥#hen I wvisited the Museum inlJuly it was
natgnh.shnw. Dr. Hayes McCoy prnﬂuced it oi.reQuast; That
mﬂtéer should be sek right once for all. The Inghinidﬁe flag was
maﬁe by Maire Quinn (Mrs. Dudley Digges)} and her cnualn, Mrs.

ot erna, in the latter's house at Firhousa.
i E

'
éI remember Mrs. Griffith telling me that Una Casey - I have
forgbtt&n her merried name -~ has a photo of Maud Gonne and John
McBr#da with the beby Sean between thegm and the Inghiﬁiﬁhe flag -
portion of it - showing in the background. She hes also got a
letter from McBride to her father, James Casey, who was, I think,
firaﬁ Secretary to the Gaelic Lesgue. You should askﬁher to give
you ﬁhnse to copy.

I
i

The flag had come to console Major. John McBride cf the
I I
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Tfansvaal Ipish Brigsde at a time when he had been bittarly
wﬂpnded by his ,countrymen in his native Mayo. Ireland gave loud
ex%ressiun to its Boer Bympathﬁea, but KcBride nnly-pﬂlled 427
votes agsinst 2,400 for John O *Donnell, U.I. Leagua, 1,600 voting
illlﬁerate, electorate 10,000 largely ignorance of abstantiﬂn
po}icy. Paul Kruger it was who put up the funds, but it wae then
to% 1ate for electioneering purposes. The national record of

hié mother's family did not count. Anthony Gill, her brother, wae
a %amuus ‘67 man. My father, who was also a.'67 man, spent some
ti%e with him in Castlebar Gaol - John's kinsman, Gill of HMayo,
fiéhting during the Jamasnn ra1d haed made history for the courage

anﬂ daring of his men, afterwards the micleus of tha Irish

Er;gade.
: John MeBride, when the Boers were defeated, uoined Maud
Gnnne in the United States, appealing to the Irish to go back to.

theiiﬂaala of '98, '48 and '67, to discard Parliamentary action.

.
i Of England, then in the flush of victory with the wealth

of %he Transvaal, he said "The present gensratinm-wiil see the
diaﬁemberment of the British Bmpire and thé esteblishment of an
Irlﬂh Repubklic and nothing 1ass will fully satisfy the hopes and
aapiratians of the Irish people". Coursgeous words in 1901
Lifa was not aasy for him when he returned to Duhlin.in 1905,
but}hﬂ was always seen in gatherings devoted to the uplift of
thaination. qﬂiet,'frienﬂly, courteous, but aiways lpnely end
ﬂetéehad._ Maire Ni Siubhlaigh, who had charge of the 8iX Cumann
na mEan in Jacob's, gives a pleasant account of his kinﬂnaas,
consiﬂeratinn and old-fasioned courtesy during the 1aat week of
his 1ife. He had dreamt the dream of Thomas F. Meagher - an
Irish Brigade fighting for Ireland in Irelend: 50, DDU he had saicl
laug@ingly.. The reality -~ behind clﬂsad walls, and navar 8
unaﬁ?e for a single shnﬁ. Stil11, undefﬁated "Mind tha flag"

(it %111 wave over a Frﬁe Ireland yet) he must have a;ﬁad as he -
turnéd {0 face sentence of desth - |

*yes, John - Le congnamh D&".
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she had asked Sean McDermott fto let McBride itnow

Rising was to start and he promised he would. De

16.

Mre. Wyse-Power, who knew that the Rising was coming,

although she may not have known the exact day, told me that

en the

mond Ryan's
eccount in his buok "The Riﬂing“ shows that he kapt his
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