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STATEMENT BY DEPUTY THOWAS HABRIS, _

Caragh, Wags, Co. Eildare.

L

#bout 1911 I was living in Prospercus. There was
@ branch of the Geelic: league siarted in that area and
I became a member. In North Kildare there were, sbout five
or six branches of the Gaelic iﬂague. There was one in ‘
Heynooth, one in Celbridge, one in Naas, one in Iél‘ew’hridge,
one in Brownstovn, one in Athgarvan end one in R@thangé.m
an geriocht was held in Prosperous. Cther 'bram.iehesa‘
usually held Aeriocht also. an Aeriocht was al#lraars held
during the swmner months. At this time I was nét in the
I.R.B,, but at the Aeriocht we always had men wham
I afterwards knew to be associated with the LR.B. One of
these was Peadar 0'Brien, I think he is dead. I 3;1131-9 was:
algo a Sedn lcGEynn who is still liwving. Aall that sort of
thing gave us a patriotic outlook. r

Cur Gaelic ILeague organisation was pretty weak at this
time, with the resulit that our Irish teachers d:Ld. not remain
long with us. Abouf 1912 we Had an Irish T;ee:che‘ir:, nemed
Seén 0'Comnor.  He was marrded and had five or silx
childréﬁ, and I think he came from Limerick, Hél took up
residence in Celbridge. * I don't think O'Connor ;vas a
merber of the I,R.B. when he came into the cnunt:,r;. He
‘negaﬁ by bringing "Irish Freedom” and other na‘tioz::ml DEpers:
around to his classes. Tie would read these vapers in the
ciass—rﬂc:;m and discuss the political s-ituation of. the tine,
In this way we became more absorbed in politicsl discussion
than in our pursuit of the language. '
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Around the end of the éummer of 1915 O'Connor spoke
to me of the I,R.B. He told me of the organisati%m and
its aime and the names of a lot of people who were;in it.
I agreed with him about it. I came to Dublin to ;Eee
Liam Hellows. I think ii was in the Irish Eiatiun:;ﬂ. Volunteer
Headguarters in Brunswick Sireet I saw him, He w%é'ﬁecratary
1o the Volunteers. There were Priests and member;s-. af all
partie's calli_ng at Hesdquarters of the Volunteers.' I sized
up the organisation and nbserveﬁ that the purpose éf the
I.R.B. element was to get the Volunteers going e%e:'l'ywhax-e and

to get control as much as possible.

|

0'Gomnor took me into the I.R.B. Te never got eny
ecenires going because we did not consider it wise éo take t00
many intu.ﬁhe organisation down there. Qur dhjea? was to
have a couple in each place or district. There wére a few
in Faas and a few in Kilcokk and Wewbridge - just ome or two -
in each - but it was never full.,v'dev-eloped}n-the c.f:ounty.-

The Volunteers: were sd.:arted in the county and we had a
hectin time travelling around fram centre o centre,
organising them and getting them going, This: work we carried
on until the split came. We were never supplied ﬁith any
arms by Headquariers but there were a few rifles scgattered
throughout the area. At this time the Irish Parliiamentary
Party became very alert and their influence amongstl the
people had grovn much stonger - at least that ‘was tﬁe position
in the County RKildare. After the Woodenbridee speech by
Jomm Redmond when he asked the Volunteers o join the
British Army and to go out and fight, the ?blunteeﬁé:ceased

to exia? in the county.

T™he Gaelic League broke up then and O'Connor went to
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live in Inchicore. I think he got a job on the J.?a,ilway
and gave up his Gaelic League activities, That would be
eround the end of 1914. I left home and went to ‘the
agricultural Colliege at Ballyhaise, Co. Cavan. .1‘ was there
for one year, fram 1914 to 1915, returning home about-
Cctober 1915, Wiile in the College I. vas still I’;:acrslj,r
interested in the I.R.B. and the Volunteers. thile in
Ballyhaise I came up to Dublin ocecasionally and ?{0;{11& call

t0 Tom Clarke's place to find out how things were }_::oing.

In 1915 I called in on my way home and he ic:ﬂ.a.rka)
told me that Ted 0'Eelly was: trying to organise K:l.é:l.da.re and
that he would .call ‘onme. I was: only about a ror};niﬁlt et
home when O!Kelly did call on me and told me he was trying to
bulld up thé Volunteers again, I attended a meeting at
4 Dawson Street, Dublin, and there met 0'Kelly again.

Sedn Boylan from Dunboyne wes there and Jack Fitzgersld from
Newbridge and I think Smith, now a Senator, and '

Donal Buekley from Haynooth. Tis was sbout Hc-veﬁﬁar.
There was: & kind of preliminary meeting in the Kil:%{.are
district with a view to seeing what could be done to build
up the organisation. Arrengements: were made 0 hciﬂd a
further meeting in HNaas, |

One evening after a football mateh there was 'a meeting
held in Mick 0'Eelly’s, Naas. Aas far as I could dee the
organisation was very weak in numbers. and members :}.n any area
were very few. As a result of that meeting I arrafnged 0
try end establiish a company in Prosperous and'G‘Kelf‘l‘y was to
come out and drill them. We called a meeting one night and
got 12 or 14 to attend. We had now a company in Prospenous,
There was &lso one started 'in Maynooth sbout the same time,
Ve had a small group in 3.athangan. There would be' about
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seven or _:{l,% Naas - Tommy Patterson, Tra:,rmr,t U'Kelly,
Wicholas - a teacher, In Newbridge we had .
Jack Fitzgerald.  He was the only one I knew _the:qe.
Athgarvan would have had sbout a dozen or so. I Ethink '
Brownstovn was the furthest south that the cxﬁganisfation

extended to. Derous was: the pr' .

MW ﬁ?.ly gave ::.nstructrions on a
few ocaasi n.a and I tried giv%ug it as best I ccu.'!.d.ﬂ f!f

I attended & f‘ew parades in Maynooth and Teixlip end gave
: 1

drill instruction there. This was around the. end of 1915
and early 1916. At that time I had a .32 mltnmat.:lic.
I think 0'Kelly had also a gun of some sord. HnE;: of the
principal men had smeall arms of different types and & very
limited amount of ammunition. There were a few B, S.-ZL
miniature rifles in the area with which target praétice was
carried out. ' -

There was no Battalion organisatinn. in the nc;mnt:,r -
Just isolated groups in the various centres mentim%ned.
That took us: up to 1916. I used to mee,f. Tom U:Larl:;e
occasionally ~ also Lian Mellows. I met the latter when he
was svallable up to the time he was deported. From reading
the newspapers I knew the position was gradually w-::&rking
towards a climax. I was freguently with 0'Kelly and from
our conversations I concluded that it wae intended ‘to have a
rebfillion in the none too distant future, e wouléd often

talk sbout Cgsement being in Germeny and I was not surprised
when the rising did take plece.

On Spy Wednesday of 1915, a young fellow named
Sweeney ceame out from Naas: with & dispatch to tell me to go
i
to Newbridge that Lieutenant 0'Kelly wanted to see me there.

I wes: in Newbridge about 12 or 1 o'clock. That was the
|
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3.
first time I met Tom Byrne. Tom had fought WithF the
Boers. in the §outh african ar. They informed me that
the rising would take place anytime within the ne;:t. week
and that arms were on thelr way from Germany. They sald
the arms would be landed in the south;off the K_err:if coast
and that the rlsing would iake plasce in Dublin fi:!ost.
Byrne had been sent down from Iublin to us heeauaél he had a
good knowledge of the use of explosives. His task was to
blow up the railway lines and cut off enmmieatifms with -
the Curragh. We were to mobilige around Bodenstown and
to cut the railway there and then to go into Dublin and join
up with the insurgents there. We got nothing inithe way
of' arms from Dublin that week. Byrne broughi explosives

: . r
with him. I was to be ready when called on and have the

On Holy Thursday Byrne cslled to Prospercus on his
way o Maynooth. I think it was then Byrne met Buckley..
Byrne told me he was on his way to Maynooth - whether he
arrived there that evening or not I do nct nowe. when
Byrne called :to me on Holy Thureday he had no further news
for me only to be ready. He told me we were to bilow up the
bridge over at Sallins. Cur numbers were very Eﬂ-:lall and
Byrne told us to retreat back into Dublin and to 'b'llnck the
wﬁy as. well ac we pnssi‘bl:'gr could, P

1
1

On Easster Jundsy I went out of my house hefcire .
dinner, which was about 1 o'clock, and on returning I was
told that Byrne had called to the house and that ha had
left word, that I was %0 be in Bodenstown that avanlng at
6 o'clock, accompanied by &ll the men. I had mﬁ got this
message very long and I did not see Byrne as he had gcrna.
D‘Eellar arrived and he was very excited and said something
went wrong. He said he had got the Sunday paper where
ifacNeill had issued the countermanding order. He' did not

! .
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6.
attach any importance to HacNeill's order haeausaihﬂ sald
he was not a member of the I.R.B. He added that, MacHeill
had sent out dispatches stopping the rising and the Kildare
dispatch went to Moran of Ballysax in the Bruwnﬂtéwn
Company end that Moran had no authority to act as he daid -
that he|shﬂulﬁ.haye come to him. It appears that Moran
had & motor bicycle and went around to the uth&rsito tell
them the mobilisation was off. 0'Kelly was. noi ﬁleased
with this action. Moran had no suthority to actithus and
he sgid he would shoot him if he got him. GJEﬂiiF was
awvare that MacNeill was not trusied as he changedghis mind
so often. He sald then we would have to find Byéns.
Byrne thought the affair was on at 6 o'clock and Q'Kelly
was anxious to see Byrne to knoy what they should do,
whether to obey the firsi or second order. I went out with
0'Kelly and we contacted Byrne at Bodenstown, We had a
chat there about what was the best thing to do, :This was
about 4 o'clock and Hgoran's prior activities had %nsured
that we would not have anyone there. Tﬁe three éf us
proceeded to Waas.,  The problem then was where té get ;

|
'phone to Dublin or a car to zet up there. Dickiﬂtnkes

. came along on a motor cycle; he recugnised_ﬂyrne;an& O'Kelly,

stoppred, and said he had a dispatch from Pearse that it was
at 12 o'clock the next day the rising was to taksiplace.

’ We had something to eat and Jtokes started back for
Dublin and our object then was to aovef the whole 'area to
tell_tﬁem all to be ready next day at 12 o'eclock #n
Bodens town, Byrne took Athgarvan, Newbridge andlﬁallysax
area. 0'Kelly and myself did Naas, Prosperous a%ﬁ
Rathangan, arranging that we would all meet in Hethidge
that night. At this time we were not thinking nf Maynooth.
e did our tour and saw our mén in the different places

but most of them had- some excuse that they would not be able
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to turn up. e told them the plain truth that the fi_e;ht
was starting in Dublin and that we were joining in it.

e told them as much as we knew ourselves: We called at
Kemny's, Rathangan, that evening. Kit Kenny wasl there.

He is now dead. Tie had tea there. We did all ﬁhis on
bicycles.  In Rathangan there were 16 Lee Enfield rifles in
the possession of T.dJ. Murphy of Rathangan who na:; hoﬁght
them for Rathangan National Volunteers. | I think' the

- Volunteers had lapsed there and 0'Kelly asked Kenny to get

control of these rifles and take them with him to|

Bodenstown for 12 o'elock, Eenny agreed and gav{-‘;: us the
impression that we would have him and the rifles eincl some
men., We started back thén to Nevbridge from Ratl:;angan

and we arrived in the Prince of Wales Hotel (now ﬁhe Central
Hotel) where we had tea. Byrne arrived; he had !‘been out in
Athgarvan where he had met them a;ll, He thought ;the:;r would
all co-operate. e remained talking and went to :‘ned in the .
notel. |

: |
Next morning 0'Kelly sent me down to Jack Fibzgerald

who had not got word, to tellhim to be resdy to coﬁle with us
and that we would be going in about a half hour toi Bodens town.
When I got there, his sister t0ld me he was in ber‘ii and he

came down to me and told me to tell O'Relly that he} wouldn't

turn out until the bungle of yesterday was set rig;]:fxt*

0'Kelly sent me back 1o get his revolver and io J"'E]:-l him that
the £irst duty of a soldier was obedlence. Jack said he had
not his gun, We started out on three bicycles an&il called

at the Dominican College where we got gellignite. ‘ It had
been brought down from Dublin and placed in the la‘t:;ora,tory
tidi the College. Father McCluskey was: sympathetic and was
probably in the "know" of what was going to happen.

The three of us started for Bodenstown — a Captain,«
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Lieutenant and a Private. On arriving at Bodenstown there
was. no one else there. We got there about 11.30. Iin
order that there would be no mistake about the thiﬁg,'
0'Kelly and Byrne went in one direction and I went towards
the Clane road to wait until they made pragafationﬁ for the
explosion. The only one to pass was an R, I.C. maﬁ who said
nothing., The irains were passing in and out and we were
anxious to know if there was another hitch. We rémainea
until sbout 1.30 and .the railway line seemed to be!nunmal.

o one turned wup. we dumped the explosives and started for
Kaynooth. One of the bieyeles got punctured arouﬁd Straffan.
we stopped at Piti% house t0 see if there was any 4ews.

We learned nothing further there. Having fixeﬂ the bicycle,
Byrne went ahead and we were some time in getting into
Ilaynooth after him, Donal Bunkley had just arriveﬁffrum
Dublin and had the information that the rising was on in the
city. The Maynooth Volunteers were coming in at thia time .
I think Colgen in the articles he has written, coveps: the

i

!

i
We had something to eat in HMaynooth and Jack llagnire was

rest very well,

sent across to Dunboyne to contact Boylan and the vélun¢eera
there and inform them that we would join up with thém.at
Leixlip. Donal Buckley had a service rifie and the remainder
had shot guns and srmunition. After g period of ﬂélay we
fell in and marched to the College. #We had about i4 or 15 men.
There was: great excitement in the College when we got there.
The Rector gave us Unconditional sbsolution end advice and his
blessing. He informed us he was not in favour of éur
enterprise, but onee we had started we had his blessing.

By now the people were returning from Fairyhouse Races and
there was great excitement in the town. Te émarte@ for
Dublin, marching sometimes along the railwsy and oth;r timeg

]
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along; the canal bank. We fslled to contact the Dunboyne men

"at Ieixlip. We continued wia Bignchardstown and reached

@lasnevin Cemetery after having waded through the Tolka.

It was then gbout 2 or & a.m. on Tuesday morning hﬁt I could
not be certein. ¥hen the cemeltery opened, Byene went out and
found that the way was open into the city. e tor:;uk. our guns
and marched into the G.P.0. we did not meet anym;ie except a
few Volunteer outposts around Blacoulere Bridge whi;ch pasged
us through. We got into the Post Office. Bvery fplace was

quiet at that period. Humbers of people were on 1‘;116 street

‘locking around, We had tea and eggs, and cigars. - I thought

we shaﬁﬁf‘iw e 8ot a rest. Comnolly paraded us and said,
it Jepesntt matter a damn if we were wiped out now as: we had
justified ourselves", I thought this was a bit r-ugg-ea.
- i

Ve were issued with two canister bombs: ench and
instructed how to strike a mateh and light the fuse and then
fire them. = e went down Liffey Street out on the Quays and
across the Halfpenny Bridge. The toll man demanded a
halfpenny. We got into the Exchange Ho1§al in Parlgia:ment
Btreet by ihe back do&r, one of our fellows using aé pick-axe
on it. We were the first to get in there, ™o c-:r three:
people were there but they cleared out. They we;re! not
Volunteersg the'y were probebly commercigl people and were
surprised, There were no Volunteers in it before 1:ra‘.e entered.
We were distributed all over it, putting up barmicades, ete.
I do not know how many howrs we were thére. Byrne. used to
take runs out to scout outside. I belie*ve. Colgan Teft it
with a dispatch. It was a poeltion we did not 1:.11:11'11: we could
maintain and we alsé @id not think we could get oufzof it.,
We were there probably for four or five hours. Oné man was
killed in if. Theré was a bit of a scrap there with some
British troops and a number of them were killed - Iao not

know the number of casualties. We were sniped, probably from

|
I

i
I
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the Castle. Our casualty was Welsh., We were called back
|
to the Post Office that evening., Ve evacuated the hotel

completely. ) - I

We went back to the Post Office and it was like one
long day - I have no recolleciion of sleeping, Un the firet
night I was at one Gflthe windows ;for another period I was
on the roof. I remember being in the Imtrmnenté&norﬁ where
it was firét noticed that the Post Office was on 1;‘:13:-9.

The ceilings: were arched. You could hear the g:.r.rﬁa going
end I saw a little hole, just a circle, which cmm.%.- in the
plaster, about the circumference of a teacup, and!I could see
this growing J:'arger. It was evidently caused byijan
incendiary bomb. We reported that th.el roof was f:;:n fire,
I remember The: 0'Rahilly and & few of the heads &{.‘El-miﬂg along,
They fixed up ladders to the roof and tried to put on the
hose but there was no force of water, so that measiure was
ineffective. ',
|

Then they s.tﬁrtad to make preparations for thfa
evacuation and what amazed me was the order that w;a.s
maintained all the time, 4% no time was there psnic.
211 was carried out in a routine WAaY. They were !leined’, up
and given their orders: and instructions and those L.rho were
net engeged in anything were also lined up. The:,r;; commenced
singing the "§oldiers' Song" but they were nrderad: to stop
singing by the leaders: as it was interfering with Eﬂ:he orders

‘which could not be heard, e were marched out then.

I remember seeing a sketeh of Connolly lying on a %treﬁcher,

with FPearse on one side, My impression of that sketch was

) that- it got Pearse’s position pretiy corréctly. Comnolly,

however, was not on a stretcher; hewms on a bed. | .

Pearse was: in the attitude given in the sketch: heé was not
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exaci;ly standing over Connclly. Pearse was issuing
instructions that each man was to take 24 liours' rations

with him.  Lieutenant 0'Eelly was standing close to him

‘and he ordered O'Keliy %o give out the rations. _: O'RKelly

called on me to help him to give out the rations and I had
not s; dozen rations given out when I got = 'bang: on the
foot. 1 was wounded and O'Eelly pot a siight found,

I think some fellow let off a shot and I got the most -of
it and that put me oul of action. They all evacuated and
I was carried oui into Henry Street and down Moore Lane.
Henry Street was then under fire bBut theyr got més through.

I was on a stretcher. Two fello*.*fs carried me and I was in
a stable in ioore Lane for that night end then E was ftalken
into a house and into a liineral Water Yard vﬂaic-l} vas: at the
top of HMoore Lane. Brian O'Higgins was with mé and also
a man named lMurrsy who was slso wounded in ithe J::.eg.

Jim 0'Reill of the Citizen &rmy was also ifhare. ' It was

the latier who was responsible for meking hombs:;p;r eviousl y,

On the surrender we were carried out and a nurber of
otherr wounded t0o. e were placed at the side iof’ Hoore

Stireet. The garrison were gll lined up in front of us and

C

they marched out of joore Street, I think ilick Collins

was in charge of them. He was fairly prominenéf. ’

The street was deserted for a short while andg tlﬁen we .
noticed military appearing and we were carried down to the
end of the sireet and into Parnell Sireet, The ‘E!.Iﬂblﬂﬁ.l}.ceﬂi-
were waiting there and we were thlien to the G‘asi{.'l@ Ht:nsspi-.':.a.l,’rfdil
I was operated on in the Castle Hosnital by Dr. SR i -
He is attached o ihe Orthoposedic Hoepital. 411 the

orineipal surgeons of Dublin came in that sime -

ir Williem Taylor, Stokes, etec. e were well treated

there and were all in one ward. Cathal Brugha was also

there, I was amongst the last batch to be taken out of
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the Castle. Cathal Brugha, Green, and I think, Cremin,
were released from the Castle. I was d;éparte& to
Frongoch and released from there. T was home sround

the 16th of fusust,

On our refurn there was a different outlook amongs+

the people,

Connolly was not with me in the Castle, T‘here was
& nurse - I think CTinton was her name - and sheltold us
Connally was in & room fo himgelf there. One mé.urnins:
when she went in, the bed was empty and that wasfall che
knew. She said she got a terrible shoek, that he used
to .’s::e Jjoking nher. '

Before 1916 I had no cdnt&ct with Pearse except
to hear him speak a few time B4 I knew ﬁé&n lachermoit,

Jlavie and kellows. I was not in their confidence.
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