L

e T

we
=

o ——— e =

CRIGINAL e

BUREAU OF MILITARY KISTORY 1913.21
BURO STAIRE MILEATA 1913-2]

%

i L -'* } .

"BUREAU OF MILITARY msrom 1913—ﬂ|
STATEMENT BY. wrmess -'?_;'f' .‘: o

‘DOCUMENT NO W.S..a13....

Witness

Mr. Sean O'Duffy,

50 Casimir Road,
Keniadgworth P&Pk, Duhlin.
ldentity

Member of 'A' Company *=
lst Battalion Tmblin Brigsade
Irish Volunteers, 1913-1916.

Subject
(a) National activities 1913-1916;

(b} North Brunswick Street Dublin, ’
Easter Veek 1916.

Conditions, if any, stipulated by Witness

Nil

file No. ..8,.320.. ...
' Farm . B.5. M. 2.

o Rean




1)

BUREAU OF MILITARY K13TORY 1913-21

L BURD STAIH_EF_F.ELEAT!L iN3-n
: ‘NA | NO. W.S. 5!_3_
: O?\ \G

L STATEMENT Or Mr. SEAN M. 0'DUFFY

50 Caaimir Rnad. Eanilworth Paxk Dublin.

Gaelic Club amongst the membeys of which were Tommy Gay,
Tom Kelly, Et:afhen Farren and Owens who was killed -later.
Therea wore about 32 of the mambers out in the Rebellion.

I was present at the Rotunda meeting to found the

Volunteers in Septemter, 1913. Following a chance meeting

with Sean MacDermot t at 41, Parnell Square and as a result
of what he said to M-I i.mufaﬂiataly Joined the Volunteers

and was attached to "A"™ Company, lst Battalion, Blaokball

: Streat. There 1L ramemher Hi::hanl MoCormack, Liam O*'Carroll

and Dinny O'Callaghan whoi™ 1 think were offi cers. The

] . members of that Company consisted of all classes of men -
: megsengersa, tradesmen, civil servants, ete. ete. I drilled
; regularly with the Company in Blackhell Street and in the

Phoenix Park, where we had extended order drill, signalling

and other activities. We hed mancsuvres in the Finglas am

Swords areas as well as in the Dublin mountains

About a week before Easter Sunday it was announced in
the Company that we would have manoceuvrss on Easter Sunday

and that we were to obtain all the necessary equipment and

general rations. As a matter of fact the Company best

equipped was to obtain a prize.

On Zaster Saturday I was in Whelans of Ormond Quay and

a2 man named O'Shea was there. He was rather agitated and
" he said that the whole thing was hopeleas. He wa®s referring
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at the time to the laniing of arms and .tHe man named
Cahill expressed the c.:nplnion that it would be terrible what
slaughter would take place and the plight of the women and
ﬂﬁldran¢ 1 said that if we were all thinking of that: we'
would never do anythi Evidenr.lr thay had heard some thing
about the failure of t.hena ;w:t t atage.

On Sunday morning I saw the notice in the paper and
like everyone else I was puzzled as to whether it was abortive
or a hoax and with the idea of finding out :r.ha truth I again
went to Wh:alan's of Ormond Quay and I .met Paddy Stevenson and
I ﬂla&uéaad with him‘avery comma in the notice amd I tried to
get "into MacNeill's mind - that it looksd abortive., He sald
he was surprised that a man like me believed what the Bunda;
Independent published and on that we wentl bome. Later iLn'
the evening I went down as fa;r: a8 Liberty Hall and there I |
8aw the Citizen Army 'standing to' on the steps, and word was .
sent around to us :Lnﬁividually thétlwa were to go home and

remain at home for further orders. That completes Sunday,
I then went home. ‘

On Monday morning as usual I left the house about 5
minutes to 10 to go to Mass and on going out at the rere of
my house, No. 7, Reuben Avenws, South Circular Road, Peadar
Breslin, who was & mobiliser, flew ;iast on a bieyocle and
shouted to ms to get my unit and report at once to Columoille
Hall.. I immediately turned back; ny mother and sister were
engaged in the normal housekold duties. I told them I hed .
a sudden order and immediately I got my un:i.furm and got into
it. I got my sister to help me and just as I was golng out

the back-door in full equipment my mother ga\ré me a dash of

" - Holy Water and I told her not to drown me. I went straight

to the Columeille Hall and on my way I met Phil Walsh, g

/mobiliser,
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mobiliser, who was also in a hurry. While I passed
Emerald Square I noticed quite a number of people in
-tha Square bulu:;ging to the 4th Battalion. FPeadar Doyle

#

was there.

Arriving in the Columcille Hall between 10.30 and
11 ‘o'clock, there was the usual excltement and exchange of -
views between the Volunteers who were assembled. Towarda
12 o'clock Commanlant Daly went .an %o the stage and sald
he had an announcement to meke to us which he desired to be
received without cheers. He seld "To-day we shall &9

. e
declare for an Irish Republic and inside an hour these may
a2 '

' be em action.” ’Follming this there_ was _‘-a general buzz

of excitement and some shook hands, aayi'n.é "The day had

come™ in agreement.

We were then formed into sections and left the hall
in mil.’:.tarr rormtiun._ "A" Company ;uinad to the left of
the building and marched towards Queen Street and took
another turning to the left and went on to North Brunswiok
Street vla Red Cow Lans. Liam 0'Cerroll am Dinny
O'Callaghan left us. We got into Glymn's building yard
where we obtained materials and made .a barricade across the
street ctf cemer!."h aanﬂ.tlmgﬂ and bullding material. Afterwards
I saw a barricade opposite Cullen's yard, of lorries and
other material. We took possession of all the tenement
houses 1in that partiéular area on each side of the street
and we asked the occupants to lsave. for their own safety.
They left. We loop-holed the walls anmd took out the sides
of the windows to make" Prspe 3;?31“0“. We also got in
fresh water. We drew on our rations .I-m‘ﬁ'{a always kept®
something on reserve. I stayed in -a building yard with

that Gompany for the remaipier of the week.
' +  /Monday
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Monday passed off qui_e‘tls'. We let the people through
who were trying to get homs from the Races. I had 15 or 20
men with me; All of our Company remained around there in
that particular area. We could hear the sound of firing in
the City. | )

Tuesday passed quietly. We had contact with "G".
Company and free access. I was expecting to be attacked
fran the Royal Barracka and we were continually on the
alert for such an attack. unf_%sﬁay we nnticad rifle

L das h-ﬂwé
lying on the pavemsnt ' Cullen's -m_?ard -en‘l North

Brunswick Street. One of the Voluntears qut out and
suoceeded in getting 1t. Tueaday passed off, as far as I

was concerned,without attack.

Wednesday night passed quietly for us 'though we could
hear the roar of the artillery and the oracking of smell
arms and ma::hina guns from.the City. At midnight on
Wednesday we prepared to attach the Linen Hall Barreocks. It
was -nrganised by Captain Dinny 0'Cal laghan. I was one of
the party. Tom Nolan was there. We obtained picks aml
crowbare and we made an attempt t© bore a hole. I picked
the hole to put in dynamite in an effort to blow up the side
wall. This was a failure. It was thendecided to burn
the place by igniting a shop adjacent. This was also &
failure because we could not get close enéugh to put the
stuff into 1t. It was Dow obvious to us that our explosives
were not being effective 830 we amashed open the main gate
with &’ sledge hammer and entered. We dlscovered that the
men 1ﬁaiﬁe were unarmed. They were lined up - about 30 of
tham = and they quickly surrendered the keys. We escortsd
our prisoners to the Father Matthew Hall, one of whom was
a.conatabla of the R.I.C. The women of the na&.ghb'ourhond

/implored
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jmplored us not to shoot the prisoners and we told them

in reply that we left that kind of work to the enemy. These
women were very bhostile. At the Hell we had them prﬁvi&ad
with food for they had been on short rations for some days.
In this respect we treated our prisomers gemerously and in
return some of them later on went S0 far as to 1ﬂantifx‘ our
comrades at the courtsmartial,

Now we had a plentiful supply of materisl such as
b@a,%ﬁl for the burning of Linen Hall Barrecks. So
tremendous was the blaze that it threatensd the houses of
Lisburn Street and we were cﬁued on tn kesp the fire in

obeck. This we did by utilising a huge hose pipe from the

North Dublin Union.

On Thursdey night I had a view of the fires raging in
0'Connell Street and it was a sight to De remambered. On
Thursday owr scouts brought word that an amoured car was
hovering in the meighbourhood. The inbabitants of North
King Street were accordingly warned to remain indecors in
order that we might give it a suitable reception. The
locel oraze for sight-seeing was naturally a cause of)
continuous embarrassment for us. About this time I sew
a man nemed Peadar Lawless orossing King Street from a house
on ome side of the street to a house on the other side of
1t. T had a short conversation with him. I asked him
"Are you not in 1t? He said "No". Later on his bod.f
and those of others were found in a cellar.

About midnight on Thwrsday we left Glynn's yard in
North bBrunswiok Street and came down to Moore's Coach
FPactory. While I was there the British began to make their

way into the neighbourhood mainly from the direction of
/Capel Street
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Capel Street and Bolton Street. The sound of rifle fire
noxw became loud and continupus ‘anﬂ'it lasted all throughout
Friday. At no time did I see any armoured car or any of
the enemy. I only saw one soldier amd he aprarently came
up from North King Street towards Linen Hall apd was shot by
Peadar Breslin. We were being sttacked from the back of
Ball's Chemist's shop in North King Sjtreat.'

Somewhere around 3 o'clock on Saturday when I was in
Moore's factory I met Father Altert. ©He placed hia hands
on my shoulders and sald "My poor fellow, it 1s all over,
Pearse has sm'rendarad.'f This shook us very much. I told
Father Albért: that I unﬁlﬂ cnly accept the information fmm
my Captain and he immediately went in search of him and soon
we all knew the worst. There were between 20 end 30 of us
then in Mpore's factory. Father Albert hastily heard our
confessions. A vote was taken on the gquestion as to whether
wé would surrender. Although we mostly voted "Aye®™,it was
agreed that if our leader wished to continus the fight we
would also do so. He told us that the fight would be
oontinued. Volunteers were called on to man Monks'
bakery, a bullding acress the street. Tﬁsaa, we ﬁnﬁaratoqd,
were informed loudly through a window that we had provislons
for three months and had no notion of surrendering. The
gpeaker made no mention of the amount of emmunition we had.

- This was about 8 p.m. on Saturday. Peadar Breslin
commanded the men left to hold Moore's where I remained.
Cooly and skilfully he made the mlppomga'ihla arrangemsnis
for its ‘darama. Three holes were bored in the va;alll
ocmmanding the approaches to North Brunswiok Street &15 one
of which I remember was Mick McGee, aftaﬁards killed at

Drumcondra. We barricaded the windows with material
. avallable
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available, mostly portions of carte-wheels. We bad nothing -

else available.

A British soldler made his appearance at Lisburn Street
when we were barricading a _windnw faclng that hiredtion and

be was shot by Peader Breslin.

About this tims some of us were ordered to take a rest
as we were tired after the week's work but rest could hardly
be posaiblé upder the circumstam es. We lay dowm, however,
with full equipment. The firlng became now more in‘;&ﬁss&ﬁt
and it looked es 1f we might have a hand-to-hand fight with
the enemy. The voices of the British soldiers on the one
nand and those of the Volunteers on the other hand sould be
plainly heard. I hsard Paddy Houlibhan shouting "Take in that
man, we wont fire". This was a wounded soldier ij’ing on the
street near Reilly's Fortfi. Tharﬂ was no response to our
request to take in the wounded man and the fighting uontinusd.'
About 10 p.m. I heard a volce shouting "For God's sake and for
the saka. of the wournded and dyling and tor the sake of the
people listening to me, the British Gnm&hﬁ.ant has agreed to
a truwe." Rumning to a window I bahald.,étanding on the

_ street with outstretched arms, utn'-gund friend Fathaf

Augustine. Firing ceased and we made our way to the ground
floor where stretcher parties were organised to bring in tlha
dead and wounded in the vicinity. I went into the yard
oppoelte and carr?.ad back t¢ the Richmond Hospital the body of
Phil Waleh, a Velunteer, wﬁu kad been k-.‘l:llad shortly before
that.

On Sunday morning we paraded op .. orders m-o
Captain with arms and gqgip_:_nent.ﬂ( %ﬂkﬂd wh:;; was 1n‘§ﬁ‘ga

of us and Feadar Breslin replied that he was.  He a.sh:;ﬂ him
how



'l.“'

ol

8.
how many men he had end he replied '32'. This seemed tu
annoy him and he began to shout orders at us. Paddy
Houlihan explained to him briefly that while we had arme we
could only taks orders from our own leaders. We m:::hha‘d
to ths cormer of North King Street .andl left down our arma
and equipment on the at‘raet..' Wa'; wers then hastily grouped
and marched along Capel Street to Dublin Castle. We were
lined up against the maln wall of the Castle and rigorously
searched amd scrutinised by detective officera. A few hours
later we were marched to Richmond Barracks. . That was on
Sunday morning and we remained there until ebout 8 or 9 that
night when we were marched to the North Wall.' We were
transferred to Stafford Prison and I was later transferred
to Frongoch from which I was rel eased about the month of
August.
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