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STATEMENT BY SEOSAMH DE BRUN

-

70 Irishtown Road, Sandymount, Dublin,

|
Easter Eunﬂay.mnrning, April 23rd., was fixeﬂ!far a .
ganaral mobilisation of the Dublin Brigade, Irish ?%lunteers.
Intense and somewhat anxious interest was centered in the
event, particularly after the reported sinking of que " Aud*™
laden with munitions off the coast of Kerry and theiaqnsationql
arrest of Sir Roger Casement on Good Friday. - M?ny%di?ined_

that a crucial period was developing, the call to duty was

' regarded.as inexorable in view of those incidents.

Gunsaquantly‘ﬂhataver arrangements 1 personally nad%or was
inclined to make for spending the holidays in the ufapal manner,
required to te of a tentative character. The uou.ni!;ermanding
of the general mobilisation order early Sunday marn%ng by
Commandant Eoin Macﬂaill gave rise to spaeulatinn ta which,
increasing rumours of various kinds lent added z;aat.,: Al though.
the general parade was called off many of the Gompaéy oplned
that it was only postponed, and an instantaneous mc?ilisation
might'ha ordered at any moment during the coming waék; }n faot
it was even expected that evenlng, so perfect was tﬂe militaxy
system of the Volunteers that immediate mubilisatiu%.was only

[
a matter of a couple of bhours. With those ldeas 1ﬁ mind T

.reported to 2nd Battalion HeadQuarters, Falrview Park, that
: |

efternoon where I saw Commandent Thomas Hunter and o'ther
. ]
members of B. Company, to which I was attached. Ammunition
|
was belng distributed, no mobilisation was likely that evening

though, perhsaps, not improbable. '
i

Easter Monday mornlng gave promise of an ldeal %Jcliﬂay.

" Brilliant sunshine and warm dry weather invited one :1:.0 the

mountains or seaside. Turning over in my mind which I sbould

i
1
i
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choose, as I left the houss, I notlced at the ocrnar r:-f
Seville Place a group of Volunteers in unifo . '5 Seems like
a Company mobilisation I thought. Going over II asked was
such the case, they replied they had orders to mq:::bilise.

I decided to go to Falrview Park and at Hewcmn'@riﬂga met
Captain Weafer oycling towards the city. Hail-i::lg him T

enquired if the parade was general. "Yes™, replied the

‘Capteln "get over to Stephen's Green the 2nd Battelion

mobllises there at 11 o'clock™. I will be late Efﬂr this
parade I thought, for it wanted only a couple of ;minutas to
the hour. T went back "hot roﬁt". to the house 1?11 Amiens
Street, stripped myself hurrledly of holiday att.i]';re and got
into service rig. I took ths precaution of taki%g extra
accoutrement, for somehow I felt anything might happen though
the actual Rising was far from my thoughta. I j%lmpad on a
trem to the Pillar, another to Stephen's Green. I got there
at 11.20. A large number of Volunteers had assa%blag,
others were arriving, }ha mobilisation I parceivaé had only’
begun. The usual group of ‘aightsears were watﬂh%ng us
amongst whom I noticed Detective "Johnny Barton" éf the G.
Division, an Anteresated -apEfct-atnr. Johnny was a Ewell known
figure to Ga®ls. He was killed during the fighting that
took place preceding the Treaty. He was ufeﬂitedt with having
iﬁenﬂfiad_saaﬁ MacDiarmuidhsg, McBride end others -a!ft-ar the

'Ceese Fire' in Easter Week. : 1

. : l i
There was a mixed assemblage of numerous L‘-omp'laniaa on

Stephen's Green. I joined those of B. Company. ' About

12 o'clock, Commandents Hunter, hﬁeunnagn and otheri officers
were moving briskly about; suddenly we got the orﬁér to "fall
in" and "quick march". - We "Right turned" into Guffa Streat-
and in somewhat loose military order proceeded to Kavin

Street. Alongside those I marched was Sam Ellis én a hackne;
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car, his arms around a large heav_r,r-].ooking box whieh I
surmised was ammunition. Whan we came to Jacob's 'Faetorr,
© . part of the troope commanded by comméndaut Thnmas-#ﬂnnnagh
took possession of the building: the large agctibniin which I
.waa marched to croas Kevin Street past the Police ﬁarraaks to
New Street, down 'ﬁmbally'a Lane - where we took poaéassiqn of
Barmacks buildings which we put immediately into a!stata of
defence. Extra ammuni tion was distributed. On éhﬂ top floor,
where the winﬂ.cws cammai:d ed the appraaah to Blaukpit-ta we
'wara paraded hy Gommaxﬂ ant Thomas Hunter who i.n a short,
characteristic address sald "Men! The Irish Republic has been
proclaimed in Dublin tﬂ—tia:,r; wa are in action; the ?Headqqartars
~of th.a Irish Republlcan Army is at the General Paati. 6fﬁ.ce,
which has besn taken pnqsasainn of by the Repuhlican truaps.
We are fighting to esteblish the Iriash Republic. II trust
every man here will give loyal and obedlemt service and will
acquit himself as a gallant soldier in the cause bf Irish
Independence”. We were standing to attention. Wa relazad,
a loud cheer rang thraugh tt® building, some’ aalumed, others
raisad their guns: one, a recruit evidently, callad for
spiritual ministration, thinking he was going to bei sent at .
once befors his Maker. An order was issued, windows were
smaéhaﬂ, glass crashed, rifles were trust out in. sal'arch of
'appropriéta positions; the raalis;at.ian we were in ai_cft.iun was
awiftly upon us. A squad was moved to the corner-%f M1l
Street, another facing Blackpitts. A coaehhuimérf's'yam at
the cormer was forced cpen and the lumber taken to forﬁ
barricades. The peopls of the neighbourhocd gﬂthered with
lively curiosity. They secemed at a loss to know.wpathﬂr we
were in action or merely on manoeuﬁrés: as the day %nre on

they tuu;hagﬁn to realise the seriousmeas of their bnsitinn
|

e8pecially when a tall Volunteer not quite seasnnéditn arms
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ddriné a false alarm that the British were apprn%&hing let
his Howth gun fall to the ground, a chafga was rélaased with
a report that made his comrades as well as a mumber of .the
people jump with the shock. It was the first skot, though
an accidental ane,-fireﬂ by our 16t. One chap iaclaraﬂ it
nearly took the tip of his ear off. After thiaithe people
kept & respectful dist#nca, though numbers unnsiéarad ay the
time to be British soldiers! dapenaaﬁts or sympaéhisars verea
definitely hostile. Several times they essayed |to tear
down the ha?riaadaa, our men &ispiaé&d great gua% temper. .
They seemed to know those people did not understand, at times'’
papi;nﬂe became brittle and but for the knowladg& that they
were of the prolatariate repriaala'mdghx.havn fnﬂlowedﬁ It'
was the firat real lesson in actual discipline ﬁﬁ'laarnaﬂ, it
was justified, as before the week was out those ﬁafy pecple

woere madly e nthusiastic in the cause of the Irihﬁ Republic.
I
) 1

Duriné the day we had tea made for us by tw&*la&iaa who
lived near by named O'Byrne, (I think). anarﬂ% évening
the rawness of our initistion to active service éegan to
wear off though the strain of expeotancy was still with us,
About 7 o'clock we got the order to retire from ﬁariicks,

which 1t seems h&d-nnly been occdpiad as an nubpoht.‘to

‘intercept troops coming from Portobello Barrackﬂ:

: |
Apparently 1t was regarded as of no further immﬂd;a?u

. I
strateglec value. We retired with our prisomers, two police

C t
officers, through New Street, c¢ross Kevin Street to Jacob's

|
factory. -~ : . _ | i :
: r

Jacob's factory.

In the factgry we found s strenuous atmosphsFe,ﬂnsfaqd
of the spick and span citizen soldiery as they would appear

on parade, the garrlson had the appearance of & 1aborlous

¢
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day's toil. Barricades were reised on windows, doorways and
other points of: defence, men were moving about aaﬁerﬁd with
flour from head to toe, many hatless, some with coats off,
actually engaged in the work of fortification, others were
already.in position.&wait;ug the snemy. foicsr4 moved
briskly about issulng orders. Whes$ H&th'thqir v%riouﬂ arms
and equipment the garrison presented a strangely fncongrunua
appearance. Some were dressed in full uniform, ﬁhs gfean
showlng ﬁale beneath its mist of fiour in atriking contrast
with the clvilian garb of others, with cavalry banﬂolier, or
canvas ammunition pouch, ration bag or other saxviceable
squipment. The assorted types of rifles, the da%astating
double-barrelled ahotighn, the aiack W{nchastar répaaterﬁ and
latest pattern Lee Enfield British service magaziﬁe rifle and
bayonet, or the most powerful of all, the Howth r#rle fi tted
with long curved Freach bayone®, together with am%ll arms from
point 92.¢ to German parabellum, the whole Enaembie suggested
& scene that could only be plctured by reading a dascription -

Jﬂay Garlyla 8, of the French Revolution, yet not Aﬂﬂr g0

vivid in description as the actual appearance of :a?ulution
presented before our gaze. We were escorted o ﬁositians.

. -

The boliler house with its red tiled floor was our.first post.
. _ . !

’ Mcnunqgh'é addreass.

: i
After some time we were called, togethsr with other
units on a ganerallparada and addressed by Gammanéant

Mcbanagpl In plcturesque language, of which he %aa ma gter,

. he gave an account of the Rising as it developed during the

day, of the reinforcements marching to our aid fr@m outlying
districts, uf_aliiaa_landings on various parts orikha coast,
and of the reports that Germsn submarines had for:i:ad a cordon
around the country which e ffectually menaced any éttampt-an
the part of the British to relnforce their Garrisgns with the
| .

?
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ald of the British fleet.. He alsoc paid trihuta|to the
magni ficent qualitiaa of soldiarly discipline anﬁ energy
displayed by ths troops under his command, he ma?a particular
reference to the men who took possession and were fortifying
s i
Jacobs amongst whom he singled out Esmon (Mac 'a? Comerford
and Volunteer P. McDonnell and promoted them Lieutenants for
distingui shed service. - Major McBride who hadijuinaﬂ in
the operations of the day was fo:mmlly promoted to the rank
of Gommaudant in whicn capaclty he was of inraluahla |

service during the occupation, ' ] E
‘Commandant McBride also addressed us in inspiring
language. The encouraglng words of those two sﬁlen&iﬁ
personalities had a buoyant effect on ths men, tﬁa -
sariouanass of the situation wes.forgotten in the spirit of
adventure. Cheers and cries of "long live the Rapuhlie“
rang throughout the building It wag a mamnrahle scene in
this dimly 1it faotory with its vast machinery shrauﬂad with
duat wraps,- carsfullr placed by the workers are Thay 1eft
off on the previous Saturﬂay. It was now abnut!dusk and
the shadows‘wara heginn&ng to glimmer. Seamus & h~Acdha
was evidently guide or inspadtof of positions an& he led our
section to a billet for the night,t It was the a%gina room
and boiler house at the base of the big chimney. ! The
atmosphere was pleasantly warm.ﬁnﬁ we threw ourselves on the
tiled floor and tried to sleep for a while. Theinext picket

|
was to report at the end of 4 Hrs, Bhe inoliration to sleep
I L '

wore away after a while on the hard floor, most of us had
. !

visions of blankets and snug mattresses, and than‘thare was
gsome thing uncomfortably thraﬁtauing about that big chimney
shaft. “Buppnse“ said Pat Callan "a'. shall atruck it and
the damn thing crashed". It was most 1mprnhablelat this

stage 1t would occur, but the.thought was ﬁiécunc?rting, the
‘ ;
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heat was telling on us, We were half dozing élréady.
After d while of fitful sleep I was callsd to guard duty.

The next &ay (Tuesday) was spent erecting barricades with
Eack; of flour. The horses in the stables were removed to
safety in case of fire. A squad was soon busy tﬁer& sqéshing
through walls making tirough communication to the!nutsiﬁa of
the butlding. Inflammable materials were removed as a
precaution against incendiary shells, During th% bfﬂgrass
of ihis work we were bagrimﬁd with dust and Sweatl coats offt,
rifles within easy reach, we worked as never we aia bafcra.
Big Sergeant Padraig 0. Mﬁ.—gﬁ&%‘;‘ }ha'm:l.ﬂ this r&nk during
Easter Week, a carpentEr by trade, with a sledge hammar in
Prickwork,
others punching with heavy levers, more claaning EF&H the

his brawney fists driving a steel bar through the

debris, carrying bricks, a scene of determined laborious
activity in which danger was forgotten. Amiﬁﬂt the quip and
crack of a joke, direct communication withnut baing exposed
to rifle fire was made with the main building. - Barhed wire
entanglemsnts were erected in ﬁha yard to trap tnaifaet of
the unwary invader. By Wadnéﬁﬂay the entire factory was in
a state of perfect defence against a hand\to hand ?ttaak Trom
any exposad point. ' ' . 'i
Notwithstanding this 1t was clear a few well airactaﬂ .
shells would have made Jacobs a death-trap for thalcarriscn.
On the other hanﬂ-aupﬁoﬂa an attempt was made to teke the
place by assault, what carnage might have aucurradiaround
those machines on the ground floor. . The fighting :wou_lﬂ be of
a desperate nature. 'ﬂ few of the squad toyed wit% the
grindstones in the Machine shop, sharpened baynn&t%.énﬂ pen-
knives for the twofold purpose of shearing the anaﬁy éﬁﬂ

rations. Speculations ebout the military value of the
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Factory were interrupted by orders to erect barricades at
various interior passages. Our position faced the Adelalde
Hnapita; and Bishop Street. "o
N . I. . ! )
Incessant rifle fire was exchanged with snipazfs, toge ther
with gunfire from the College of Sﬁrg&nﬂs.halﬂ by ﬁhq Countess
: : t '
Markiewlitz and Commandent Mallon, and attacks and ﬂafenoa of
outposts. This continued day and night a slight lull in the
dark hours before dawn, broken by ncnasinn&l intarchanga by

alert snipers, to increase in intensity at dawn wh%n we were

1

always "standing too" against attack. |
. 1

J

The Factory was at this t-ima in an admirable stat.a of
military organisatian.. A raﬂt bage had been prepa%ed where
drafts from all the secticns in turn were sent for E day's
rest and recra&tion. Ths base was supplied with haanksta,
mattresses, pillaws &c. brought in by the foraging parties.
After nights 1ying on tiled or metal floors, the atranunua
exertion erecting defences, exciting rushaalto at?aptiun,
the men reclined, amoked, read and Gﬁaﬁted, some wr%te diaries
of events to date. This rest was a real rﬁlaxatio%, every
man came away from it rerréshad in mind and body. |

I
A supply store and cantaan under the man?isinn of

Bannral 6 hAnnrachfin was plentifully provided withlclathing.

"boots, tohaaco ‘and commodities that made rorgparsanﬁl comfort

displayed on long benches. The store ‘was much appreciated,

undsrulothing, Sﬂﬂkﬁ &c. were a boon ta many,artar threa days
of, 24 hours eedh in complete original attire, thruugh which

flowr and grirme had penstrasted to cake in sweaty sh%rts,
wlithout even removing our boots. The luxury of wa%hing one's
feet in a buckat,'é new pair of socks, a peirof neé boots

and we felt we could march to the Wicklow hills andifight every

inch of the way, if necessary. To add to those naﬁw&niancea

: : |
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~anuther and more hnmﬂlr service manifested itself| by the

aﬂtive participation in the sammisaarnat dap&rtmant of the

Gumann na mBan amongst whom I recognised Maire NilSiublalgh,

|
Mrs. O'Daly and others I now forget. OQur repétitiun diet
of bigcul ts and sweets was scon replaced by more p&latable

rations of vegetaebles and meat. How much of tha parsunal

' I
comforts were provided for the Garrison by those courageous

women can not be estimated, thelr appearance on the scene

o : L
mus; have largely contributed to this side of the,

nrgenisatinn of the Factory. A pianc was strummed
ccuasionally in an upper portion of the building in contrast
with the rifle fire. The book-case in the librﬁry was
broken open end pillaged. I can distinctly remember the
interest evoked by qdotatinns from "Julius Caasafﬁ the
battle of Pharsalia, etc. Joe T%%ﬁgﬁ:? Seamus ﬁ Mﬂolfhainn
Frank Kearney, Mick Slator -TE:E Pugh, Peadar § Gearnaigh
to mention a few made a Study cirele during fatiéus hours.
It reminded one of a school rather than é war caﬁp. Nor
was humour 1aaking, every day a diminutive soldier of the
Fianpe Eireann both in statube and years - the ynungast
recriit I believe of the heroic bnys who fought with us
armed with double barrelled shot gun slung over his shoulder
escorted two stalwart six foot odd policemen prisonars to

the kelpful task of peeling potatoes for the tro?ps. This

,ﬁaily'parada as 1t passed brought smiles to the #acea of

many if not to the prisoners., "Fanoy" sald anmé one, "the
ignomlny to whieh.twn pillers of the mos t datastad force in
the British imperial aﬂministration in Ireland had been
reduced. Hed not the tables turnedq the baton nn longar.
held sway. 0i memories of 1913, the armed uiti?en has

appeared, the Natioral Will prevails.”™ é

[
'!
|
i
|
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By this time the antiﬁ Pactory i;rasan'ted thé
appearance of a well organised military bagse, the Ipariadical
inspac tions of the posi.tinns by Commamn ants HcDom'gh MeBride
and staff ca_mrinced ug that thorough prganisationﬁnd
diseipline were desired and obtained. Everybody -;had settled
b

down to particular duties, Forage parties were a;ativa,

.communication wlth outside Forces was well maint.&:‘l.:nad,

Mfcheal § Caombhanaigh and Michrel 6 hiodha were f1+e'quantly

. - |
geen on return from reconnoitring duties anmi gave Einrnnuatinn

of the fighting in other parts of the city and aou:ntrjr, of

the defence of Davy's Public-house at Portobello bridge which
held up an_\r attampt by the British troops to 1aava Portobello
barrach:s, of the death of Ristedrd 0 Cearbhaill 1n' Camden
Street or Harnourt Street, of the fierca fighting amund King
Streeat and the burning of Linanhall Military Barraulcs by

Republican forces under the command of Commandant _O'Daly, the

occupation and defence of the Mendicity buildings,i the
terrific fighting in the Marrowbone Lane Distillery under
Commandant Eamon ];ent, of the Battle Df-ﬂshbou:rna!ﬁ and the
victory of the Republican troops: those atories anlpl'i rumour s
of other ﬂewlbfmaﬁts were meny such as the amﬂar‘!emaa- of the
lnyali_st veterans on the streets co-operating withi the
British, and the heavy losses inflicted by Gnmmand.;:étnt De
Valera on the enemy advaneing from Kingstown, were} told us in
language which aroused enthusiasm for our cause. iThu.s the
daeys passed, sniping was causing us ‘trouble, soms E:I‘ our
crack shots were brought to the tower which domina teﬂ the
area, Ned Lgans distinguished himself by the deadly aacuraay-
of his fire, a certaln enemy sniper who dominated ana of our

. i
positions by his sharp shooting was soon silenced.’
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Rifle and machine guﬁ fire was continuous du&ing the
day 'only slackening towards nightfall whﬁn it haaamﬂ
intermittent. The nights were sombre anﬂ awesume as we ;
stood on guard we heard the nolse of the immravisqﬁ armoured
cars as they raced around the side streets raccnnq1tring our
position. On Wednesday towards the ﬁiddla of thé wesek ths
firing 1na;aased in intenslty, the crack of the aftillary was
heard above the rattle of machine gun fire and thé loud bang
of the HbWth gun. The haavy guns af the British wera in
aation, a red glare appaaraﬂ in the sky, the Genaral Post
O0ffice was on fire with Inoandiary shells. I cou;d see the
sky illuminated through the window whilst on night%watch, the
general attack was developing. What the result would be

none then knew.

Watching the reflection of the burning ocity t#raugh that

_ window, for by this time 0'Connell Street was burning,

listening to the constant booming of the Artillery, the
smaller boom of the Howth gun, tﬁe sharp whisp-like report of
the Winchester as snipers exchanged shots, I diacuésad with
Captain Dick McKee while on his inspection the proﬂabla outcom:
of events. 0f one thing we wérﬁ sure, the Home Ru?a Bill é&a
dead, an end had been made of Parliamentary humbug ?n the
question of Irish Nationsl salflgn?arnmant. HdKﬂaiwhn
appeared more optimistic believed the Republic praciaimed on
Monday would endure. He was a- fina gpecimen of & military
officer, tall and dark-complexioned with a sternumian he

impresgssed me as & man naturally adapted for militarg life.

With his swinging parabellum automatic in his hand st New

Street barricades, short crisp-toned orders, an alert -look and
well tailored uniform he inspired confidence as a iéa&ar.

He struck me as a man not to be trifled with and of relentless,

Ll
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implacable purpose. Yet behind this exterior nl;laraqt-qr'
was 8 frank and boyish dispositlon. A Lisut.anai;::t, he

was. promo ted Captain in t.ﬁé Factory by hicnonagh.i

-

_Tha nigl;t.-match in this corridor from the rxi'ont gate
to the Machine room was a lopely vigil ﬁe_fora ﬁml;ln. Gun-
fire had ceased for a while, with the exception r;;fl the
inpa'rul-{ange of a sniper, ‘siilenca réignéd. 1*a‘tc_hl_ing the red
glars in the ékg, the burning city was to my rerail, I |
surmised when the attack would be made on the eycﬁlt where I
wasa standing, as I:glapaad at the loaded Loe Enﬂield rifie
that sharpened bayonet reminded me of ;E_'rightfulnﬂiss. I
suppose many & Soldier has ruminated on si;nilar' tpougnta.
Well, what the hell were we fig:hting. for in any uiase? Can

" this demn thing cslled Freedom not be achieved iniany other

way? I was getting vexed. The red glow answered with a
deepeir hus. A burst of new gunfire announced t.h%t dawn,

the attack had recommemced. It was now Thuréday?mrning.

News was brought in that Captain Weafer had been killed
|
defending Reis's building in 0'Connell Strest. Peadar
L
Macken was shot fightlng with De Valera at Bolands. Many

other casualties we heard of the battle was incre"asing in

-intansit;,ra Communications with the different eomjmand.s was

becoming more difficult. In this work of rﬁconncfil.t:l;'ing

3
women were of lnvaluable service, they could pass where men

were held up. The garrison was ever on the alert; we did
not know the hour of attack or what woui_l.d be done if the g‘.aé{’

ot o eud
factory had to be evacuated. The Shelbourne Hat-e;.ﬁhaa been

occupied by Britlaﬁl_ troops and machine guns were sﬁraging

the College of Eurgeuns from tile,maf. We arectei:l ano ther
barricade at a gatawajr leading to Bishop Street. ;;In thils
operation I cut a finger and proceeded to the Red dmaa first
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ald ‘station in a square orrice in the middle oflthe ground
floor. The station anﬂ hospital were under the
supervision of Patrick Cahill, a chemist, assisted.by Dick,

. |
Davis. Outside Pharmacies had provided thmugh foragers

surgical and chemical requisites %o éugmant those found on
£hﬂ premises. After examination the tall an& ?aardad'havia
immediately took me in charge dressing the wcund with

almost professional skill. The Red Cross serﬁica here was
ready for any amﬂrgpnny.' Catholie clergymﬁn eéma to hear

I
confessions. I believe many of the men had thﬁ option of

leaving and not a gingle man left.
. . ° |

On Friday morning torrific fighting was taﬁing place1
at Mount Street bridge where enormous losses were inflicted
on the enemy. De Valera was valiantly hﬁlﬁingitha British
advance around Bolands Mill. Units of variouk!aéctiqns in

the factory were called out for a sortie. We w#re.paraded

: |
'by Commandant McDoragh, who told every man to select a push

bicycle from a heap of machines near by. I h&pbeneﬁ to

gelect a first class one with a rifle halder and was
pleased with my luck. !

The Commandant then addressing us said - "DL Valera
is very hard pressed at Westland Row Railway sﬁatinn and
Boland's Mill. I am sending out a party to maka a
diversion and reinforce him, doubtless you will.maat with
nppnaitiun. If you encounter the enemy and finﬂ your
retreat cut off, take possession of the nearest hnuaaa, and
meke the most of it. We must draw the attack off Boland's
Mili." - Young Lieutenant O'Riordan was placed iﬁ command
of the party which numherad-abcut‘twenty men. érnm this

address we gatheraﬁ our mission was a hazardcocus one.

Some one suggested a cup of tea, it waa'prﬂpariné nearby,
|
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the Gammanﬁant acquiesced. He was a very approéchable man
in this respect. Indeed the apirit of cfficaraianﬂ men was
redolent of comradeship and cheeriness. 'Althnuﬁh the |

. i
responsibilities of the situation were heavy on QGmmandant

'Mcnnnagh no sign of this appeared in his dnmeanuﬁr.

We gatharad ocur ammunition together, threw ?rf all

. |,
.surplus stock and left by the Whitefriar Street ?xit. Since -

Monday itV was the first time I was outslide the hdilding.

It was the early morning and it was with a fﬁ&liﬂg of
éxhiiératinn I'droﬁt the amglllof the stuffy Facﬁorj. The
woather was ideal. I thought of the proposed holiday that
might never come orr. On a morning like this any adventure
could ha attempted, perhaps that is why attacks start so.
f;arcly at dawn. ?his feeling seemed to permaaﬁa the men.
O'Rourke had two long feathers sticking out of hils cap like
an Indien Brave. We chaffed him as fu sped up L%aﬂun
Street. We passed alharrioade at the Russell Hotel,
Stephen's Green, withnut interference from the Shglbﬂﬁrne
Hotel and without mishap. We went through Pembr%ka
Street, turned into Fitzwilliam Square and then ihto
Fitzwilliam Street. At Baggot Street corner cneior the
brother Walgpaa (Tack) was put in charge of a Raﬂicross man
as a precaution. We heard a section of the Red Erdaa were
assisting the British. We oyoled down Merrion Slfsraat when
suddenly from the north end of Marfion Square we éams under
fire. iki e¢lad men from Mount Street ran to tLﬁ roadway
dropt on their knees ami blazed away, others frum[rounﬂ the
corner of the Square fired through the rallings. _Q'Riorﬁan
yelled "take cover™. We jumped from our maﬁhinaé. Thsz;e
was little cover to take. I got possession of aA electric
trem standard in the miﬂﬂls of the road. Othersigot

. |
to railings and doorways, in fact there was precious little

|
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cover. , I believe they were part of the raw recqyita
hurried. from England to the attack on Mount Btraéh.' _
However, it was evident our objective, Westland Bhw Railway
Station, would not be reached without being trapp;d and
surrounded . 0'Riordan gave an order to fall baﬂl;c. We
remounted our machines, some covering th; ratirem@nﬁ until
we were all in motian. An uﬁaonssiuusly hﬁmnrcué eplsods
ococurred here. 0*Riordan,when we were taking co#ur,rcarﬂd
to one who took what he considered the bast aaver;un the rced,
thcugh pa;adcxiﬂally the most exposed, "Ay so and'so, get
away from thqre, do you want to be shot?™  One wﬁuld‘imagina

a manoeuvre rather than a battle was taking place,

| .
. . .

We sped back, our short arms at the ready, t%is time
through Fltzwilliem Street to Leeson Street Bridge via
Leeson Street to Stephen's Greem past the Shﬁlhauxhﬂ hotel
without a single shot, through the Russell Hotel barr1¢ade to
the west side of the Green. As we rounded the corner
towards York Street machine gun and rifles abundadiwith
infernal din. Wa_cama under heavy fire from the Fop of
Grafton Streset. The Shelbourne and College of Suigenna came
into direet action. ©Every post in the vicinity ahgagﬂﬁ.
A bresze of bullets whizzed by us. I thﬂu.ght, arﬂ one thinks
quickly in those situatiuns we would never turn Ybrk Straat

corner. Proud's 1ana in a near turn, I zig*zagad]my biaycla

: l
to dudgﬂ snipers. Towards the lane some one comes. up

swiftly on my left, T swerve out to the middle of ths road,
deliberately slow I must widely turn into York Street and I
do. Some onme is hit. It's O'Grady, I think he ceme up
on my left. We fall back as a rearguard while he ?a taken
to the factory. When we reach there he is lgihg'w?unﬂea in
the groin and shin, poor fellow the pailor of deaihﬁ%g in
his face. The Red Cross are attending him. But Fcr the
l



L2

N

Adelelde Hospltal was preparing for eqacuation}

-~ 16 =

]

covering fire of the College of Surgsons we would all be

shot to pleces. Many of the Company went through Cuffe
' |

Street. '
Commandants McDonagh and McBride eagerly question us on

; ‘ . I
the sortie. HecDonagh evidently satisfled exclaimed:

"judacity's the thing!" Audacity's the thing!"
.l : , |
By this time the Insurrection was well advanced. We

- ]

hear that Esmon Ceannt was still stoutly ﬂ.efandiing his
position in the South Dublin Union, Ned Daly uauiaing havoe
.on the North side. The Imperial Hotel was being consumed

by fire. Throughout the country the movement was spreading.

{
The big guns could be heard from every direction:. Most of

our news arrived by courler. We were not awaral_ of the

i |
growing supsriority of the enemy. The remaindexy of the
day passed on.fatigue duty. C

Satur-;ay, St. Patrick's I‘g?k was occcuplied h}y British
troops. . People had evacuated the houses in thﬂi
nsighbuurhood. ) We expected attack any moment. t Tﬁe

i The, issue
rn:ithe F}arrijaon was rapidly _appraaching. Humouii-a aamal
thick and fast. Communications were becoming more
aifficult to maintain. We chatted with people %;hmugh the
wired windows in Bishep Street. We were told Al%‘ﬂhbiﬂhnp
Walsh was trying to arrange a‘truce. There waa;:a cessation
of gunfire, yet we stood to arms. The Suspense was
noticeable. We heard Commandant McDonagh héd célled to
see Pearse and that -the CGeneral Post Office was burnt out.
Carrying the mund.ed, this garrison was fighting Litsﬁ ﬁay

to other positions. If our position was shelle&: we would

I
|
,i
|
|
I
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liksly have to fight our way to the Dublin Mountains and

probably joln up-with contingents from Wicklow, Wexfoxd,:::~
. [

Carlow and other centres. -Would our ammunitiqn‘lést out?

T had over 60 rounds of rifle and a shsare of ray&lver stuff.

These and other speculations ran through our minds. Only

_ - |
Headquarters Staff knew the actual situation as it stood then,

We

. |
were informed Commardent Pearse was in conference

with General Maxwell and favoursd surrender. The other

Republican leaders were opposed, McDonagh particularly. Two

Capuchin Clergymen were actively intervening, Faﬁharg Albert
- : . | :

and Aﬁg&ﬁiiﬁg,. Whilst the pourparlers were on wﬁ took

‘advantage of the lull. - By Sunday morning I haﬂigrnwn a
’ ' |
stubble

of beard I was anxious to remove. I waé ro jolced to

find a comrade who possessed a new safety TAZOY. fHB lent me

|
the instrument, which I still possess as a souvenir. I

Temoved

‘my chin

the Burplﬁs hair and incidentally removed sections of
. o | i
as well. It was the first{ . and last time| I used a
.. I

safety razor. Commenkant McDonagh had now retur?eﬂ and a

ataff he

time .

. conference was taking place of all the Senlor Gfr%nsrs at

adquarters on the ground floor. Thia,la?ta& some

After the conference all ranké got an ord?r to parade

at Headquarters. . Two cowled clergymen were presént,

Fathers-

Albert and Augustine. Command ant Hh?ona%h looked

very serlious as did mnst'nf the staff. A@dn&sﬁiﬁg the

Parade in & broken volice he told us "that he had ?aan'in

Communie

ation with Commamd ant Gens ral Pearse end other

General Officers. They had discussed the prcgraéa of the

Republice

conclusai

an forces durlng the week. They had come to'the

on that a spleridid assertion of Irish Iudépendence
I

had -been gallantly made by the Armj and its suppafberﬂ,

noble 8a

Freesdom.

erifices had been made in the cause of Irish

i
Having regard to all the clroumstances Commani ant
_ |

|
i
|
|
]
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General Pearse was convinced that further .sacriﬁn{a*of life
would be futile, With the welfare of the irigh paople and
the Army at heart he had declded to cease hnstilit.ias. He
nad agreed with tl® Commander of the British Forces, General
Maxwell, to surrender on the guarantee that-the men of the
Irish P.apubltcan Army be treated as p_riannei's of v;ar. Hérra,
MeDonagh broke rlawn and sobbed bitterly as dld many of the
officers and men. Some one asked what would happan the
Gnmmarﬂant and othar Leaders. McDonagh replied ;hat for
himself he did not know but he was assured the liﬁes of the
men would be safa. Father Augustine e re 1nterve;ne& and
said he was prasegt at the conference with Genarall. Maxzwell and
wasg assured the Army would be treated as prisnnarsl of war.
There were loud cries of dissent amongst the men eligainst |
surrender. Many were crying flercely and shuutiﬂg, “Fighf
it out!™ "Fight it out!”  "We will fight it aut::I“ Dick
McKee wae{ most vehemently opposed to surrender. }T.Tuluntaer
0'Malley - a Tailor by trade - loudly demanded toz"ﬂght it
out™, brandishing his ‘51101:- gun. 'The Senior ﬂfﬁ-‘;‘-ara,
Commandants McBride and Hunter, were silent. Théy'ware
resigned to the inevitability of surrepder. Scomé one sald
the garriaoﬁ was to march out carrying thelr arms;iand'ﬂa_ga .
as priaqnﬂrs of war.” I was wlth Commard ant Huntér after the
parade broke up. He alsc wept bitterly mth'ﬁi'séppuintmant
at the end of +the struggle . Many of the men siashed their
guns on the steel floors rather than surrender them to the
British. Humbe.rs of the men were given the optirim to

escape from the building ami availsd of it. Thelrm.‘!urity

" marched with thelr officers under arms to the int%srnmsnt camp

to the Castle Yard and thence to the Richmond Barracks. The
Factory was then taken over. by a detachment of tha Dublin

Fusiliers ard by a euric:us colncidence as one bmthﬂr 1aft

r
f
I
|
I
I
I

]



] "*

»)

‘}:‘; '“' r "j

B oo -

!
e l
- 19 - i
|

the f&n‘tnr;r in the Republican ranks another marched into
it in the uniform of the British Army. Loukim'b&ck wi th
| .Somé knowledge of the organisation of the difrarent- forces
of the Dublin Brigade i._n tke various areas of ac?i?i.trias
during Easter Week, it is evideant that though all the other
units of command were incesasantly fighting., dafat?lding and
cofisolidating their positions, though the Ganarai Post .
Office was the most important position and here E,he heaviest
figh ting acnurraﬂ around 0'Connell Street, Jacnb'is factory .I
and its environs was the scens of military activitiea during .
the Week, the impnrtanca of which I believe, haa pot yet
been realized in connection with the whole story ,of the
 Rising. The more one knows of the splendid arga;ni.sation,

of the complete state of defence, of the order and discipline
that emerged after the first two days of aﬁaupatinn, pf the
~many raids and sortlies made from the Garrison, of! the
Tactory's adaptibility for supplylng the needs ar: troops and
the population on the south side of the oity, wit;h bread
end flour should the emergency arise, and 1t did ‘fariaa, the
more one recogni ses the importance of Jacob's fac;turjr in the
general plan of the Rislng. The part played by :Cumarm na
mBan in its defence and dameatic'organiaation, 'ofi the Flianna
Boy Scouts in its espionage system, whan the whole story of
" the different parts of the factory is collected, it will
prove that Commani ants quonagh, M¢Bride and Huntflar and
thelr staffs achieved in a short space of tiue ;atata of
efficlency under thelr commands and controlled ae.]lt.ivitias
which were and would heve been of more vital importance had °
the Rising been yrolongad and Dublin held rar a longer time.

As it was the garrison adequately sarvﬂﬂ the ne eds of the

bl
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Dublin Brigade as they arose during the eventful week in

the area which it commanded and operated, to my mﬂnﬂ and I -
write, not because I was of the garrison, but, rat:her because
T know of the part played in i.t-.s econtribution to tlhe History
of Yreland at this momentous period. I desire to record my
version of this epic week and to place tl:a. eredit gfqr its
achlevement as far as Jacob's factory is cn:muerneﬂ: to t-ﬁa
memory of the briliiant and practical minds of 'bhai .
Commapndants of the 2nd Battallion of the Dublin Briég,adnla of the
Irish Republican Army who directed this area of the Erigade's’

activities. I

e
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