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34 Haddington Road, Dublin.

Thirty three yeara have passed since the . =
battle of Mount Street Bridge, and es the sole survivar
of the little band who held the fort of outpoat

HNo. 26 Forthurberlend Road, I feel that the time 1s

overdue when a tribute should be paid to ths leader of
that fight, Lieutenant Michael Malons, who fell at his
post on April 26, 1916, _. I first met Michsel about
1911 1n the 8%. Patrick's Branch of the Gaelic Ieagme,
Ringsend.  _He was a fine well-bullt young man with
2004 foatures, serious minded but with an exvellent sense
of humour, but when occasion arose could be a very
strict disciplinarian, |

About 1912 I Joined the Iriah Republican .
Brotherhood. = Meetings were held shout onse a month at
41 Parnell Squere. . Georgs Iryine was Centre of the
Circle of which I wes @ member. The L R. B issued me
with a «22 or .25 automatic pistol,

... In August 1913, I went to America.  Before leaving
I wae given credentials from the I.R.B. to (lan na Gasl
in Americs. . In the rush to ostoh the Mall Boat
1 uwnfortunately left the credentials at home. I remained
in america for sbout one year and eight months. I then
went to Osnada. . I Joined a Cenadien Territorial
Regiment for the purpose of getting military experienmce
and learning the use of the rifle. At the end af‘habnut



three months some British agents. called at my digs and
made enquiries about me from the nature of Ihinh I knew
that I was a suspect, and having received a letter from
_D. Balfe of Irishtown (who was an I.R,B. man, end who
afteiwards fought in the Mendicity Institution under
Se&n Heuston, was badly wounded and_taken prisoner), whieh
sald in Geglic: "we are welting for you", I dscided to.
zeturn home immédiately. . 80, leaving my luggage and
uniform behind in the dige I todk e train that night,
 bringing with me a 10ng Lee Enfield rifle and twenty
rounds of ammunition.

. I embarked on the 'Carthagenia’ at Montreal end had
$he rifle under the matfress of my cabin bunk, We were
founteen days at gsea and arrived at_thﬂﬂrde in august
1915. .  The bursar of the vessel sttempted to make ms give
up. the rifle which was in a canvas case, saying I should
have declared it when I embgrked. I pushed by him and told
him we. were within the three mile limit and no longer under
his: Jurisdiction. It was: then very derk and the Customs
Shed was being handled by an old msn with a lentern.

He agked me if T had anything to declere. _ I said, "nov,
Be 41d not notice the rifle. I tock the train to Holyhead
end arrived at Dfn leoghaire. . .Gn the boat were some
British soldiers returning on leave and I left my rifle
ameng thelrs on deck but kesplng a watch on it,.

_When ve (d1sembatked at Din Leoghaire I fell in mear
the British goldiers. . Thers were some I;M, P, on duty nt,‘
Din_Ieoghaire. in charge of Inapector Barett, I bluffed
through thu Police and customs and htamad. %0 _tske the
train Lor watj.and EOII' _ I was half way_ down_the platfnm
when two British 114 tary fransport Officers called out to
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me to coms back. I Tan down and Jumped on an outside
car and arrived home safely with the rifle.

That evening, August 1916, I reported to ths Irish
W:Luntm training ground at Camnden Row, and while
atanﬂ:l.ng in the ranka a:rouns officer in Valunteer uniform
came down slong the lins. He utop:ood. and said, "Is this
Joumas Grace?®. I sald, "yes. 2am I in the right
Voluntsers?®. He sald, "yes. I am Lleutenant
Michael Malome"”., I locked at him and said, "yes,

I remember you, mnhaé_.“. . I beomne a member of "C"
Oompeny, Srd Battalion, Dublin Brigade. The officers at
that time were - Bddie Ryrnme, Oaptain; Simon Domelly,
Lieutenant; Michasl Malone, 2nd Lieutenant.

We contimnued to mm*m train at Gamden Row,

_ After .a week I had been made seotlon commander of No, 4
Section which was mostly made up of University students
and inoluded smong them Arthur Griffith, Our first dig
parade in Dublin Oity was on St. Patriek's Day, 1916.

' Mlm 2,000 men present in Dame Strest. = I had been
given to understand by my I.R,B. Centre, George Irvine,
that the rising was to taXe plase on that day.

On the Tharsday of Holy Week I was in charge of a
dotall guarding Headquarters in 2 Dawson Street where
I firgt met The O'Hamnrahan. My instructions were to
defend Headquarters by force of armms if necessary.

n the Bm.ww_meknwm told to carry
full equipment and three days' rations for a route march on
Easter Suriday and to parade at Camden Row at 12 o'elock noon.



On reporting ai Camden Row on Easter Sunday morning we were

told the parade was cancelled and were given instructions

not to leave the city as there might be another m&iata
mobilisation. |

[CRN

v ...X a8 1iving meer Michedl Malone on the South
Circular Road and we both went o Holy Communion af_n Easter

Sunday morning.

. ....on Baster Monday morning at sbout 10 o'clock I was,
moblllged for Earlsfort Terrace. . I took no maﬁaﬂt and
immediately departed for the point named, I was the
firat to arrive there and e few minutes later Lieutenant
arrive,  He told me he had hed uo breskfast either, _
Lieutenant Melons was in uniform with a mauser automatic
.at-r#msi %0 his belt, I was in uniform slso and had my
long Iee Enfield rifle and about £ifty rounds of ,503
emmmnition. .. I aleo had en automatic pistol and 200 rounds
of n:_:mitj:nn fu:_l.- ;t.

- ....Gradually the mﬂ of "C* Compeny began to arrive,
Ceptain hed resigned.. Dick Cerroll, "G" Company,
qu;:ﬁﬂma#gr,.. arrived on his motor bike and side car in_
Mhich he had manser smmnition end which he distriduted to
menbors of the Company, ' .

... . Dick Garroll when on a return journsy was pulled from
his motoreycle coubination in Osmden §treet by an English
Uflcer, Captain Bowen-Colthurst, and ehot, This was a
sericus blow 0 us;as a result of it our right flank was left

open.  Carroll had been detailed with four men to hold
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Parsons shop at the corner of Haddington Road and Baggot
Sireet Bridge (now ocevpied by the National Bank).
This house was the property of Mr. Ben. Parsons genior, a
(lareman, who was friendly to the camse and now long dead.
Iater that yser he 80ld these premises_to the Nationsl Bank

- end bad a lerge and_similar house and shop built op the .

opposite cormer. (Mespil Rosd - Baggos Street Bridgs) with a
Plague 11916' over the door.

marched off after 11 o'clock under Cspiain Simon Domnelly,
We travelled by Uppor Mount Street and on arrival at Mount
Street Bridge Ileutenant Miche&l Melone told me to take
Paddy Rowe end Michael Eyrns to the junction of Haddington.
Buﬂhnarrankso . The I.-ien!ianant,.mﬁ. section oommander
George Reymolds, Jimuy Doyle, Richard Murphy and . ,
Willie Ropan to taeke over Clanwillism Bouse, Joe Glarke,
Joo.Christian and Joseph Doyle (Blackrock) were sent to taks
over_ the Mission Hall, FNorthumberland Rosad. wtipn o
commander Dinny Donoghue and four or five Voluntesrs were

instructed to oceupy the Sohools opposite the Mission Hall.
.Whlle we were covering the gates of Beggars Bush |
Barracks two men, one elderly, the other young, approashed
us, and the elderly man tried to induce Paddy Rowe to let.
him lock at his rifle, I had my bayonet fized and I told
the man to stand Jbeck, He persisted, however, and
sdvenced a few steps towards I'm:!.n!l.‘,"ar Rowe and tried to_take
the_rifle from hig hands. = I immediately put the bayonet
up %o his throst snd T %old him to stend back. He put his
hand in hie breast pocket and pulled an 0ld bulldog
revolver and was Just going to ghoot when X pressed the
bayonet against his throat. The younger man jumped between
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us and paid, "it's alright, Sergeant, don't shoot my Cathert.
I afterwards found out .tlﬁ_a_ man was a member of the G.Rs., a
pro-British territcrial organisation which corresponded to
the Yeos of '98, . Eis name was 0'Cormell and I was guilty
of a dereliction of duty in not killing him or in disarming
him though mistake in lenlency. . I heard afterwards that
the GvRs. _bad instructions to rush and digarm Irish
Voluntoers when alone or in emall mumbers.

- We went on down towards Beggars Bush Barracks and
took cover.  As soon _as the garrimons oi' .Clanwillisam House,
Mission Hall and the schoolhouse were Lnatallad, Lieutenant
Ealone cams 4o mo and told me wo were to take puauauinn of
26 Northwiberland Rosd at the jungtion of Northumberland
Road apd Haddington Roads .. I smashed in the yale loock with
the butt of my rifle and wo immpdiately prepared the house
fﬁr a ptate of siege, putting up barricades, £illing

vessele with water and so on. . [The following were the
garrison:- _Lisutensnt Michedl Malone, Paddy Rowe,. _. . ..
were _algo friendly, end hewing been told of sevents to come, .
hed sent the servante sway anl evacuated the house themaelves.
Hotwithstanding the fact that thiahnm is now set in fiats,
it 4s prestically the seme now as it was then, emsept that

R

there is now a front entramnce tp the basemant,

Early that afternoon a Company of G.Re. approached
from the direction of Ballsbridge. We openad fire on them
and they scattered and retreated. Here I would like to say
& word to those who condemn us for firing on them.  The
local Gompany of these G.Rs. made up from Bellsbridge and
the. vioinity, numbered about thirty and for some weeks
previous to the r:l.ni:u; they held parades from Baggot Street
at sbout 5.850 each Saturday. There warp about thirty in the
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Company, sbout twenty armed with Itellan rifles and ten armed
with lee Enfield rifles, and the .plea hes been made that these
Yeos were not armed and had no smmunition, but that is; false.
I had made it my duty o keep these under observation each
Seturday et the time named and I saw them carry armg and

amminition. = After we had fired a couple of rounds

Lisutenant Malone ordered. us fo cease fire so that the mmﬂad
could be ramoved.

On Easter Monday from that on, and most of the day on
Tuesday, we were subjected to persistent sniping, one sniper
in particular from a house right opposite giving us a lot of
trouble,. The Lieutenant and I proceeded to the top of the
house and he asked me to take the right-hand rocm and he would
go into the left, and I was to draw the fire of the sniper,

I very foolishly poked my. head up ower the window aill and. &
ghot from the sniper kmocked the cap from my head. The
Lieutenant called out, "are you alright, Sewmas?". I shouted,
tyem, He is in the right-hand top window of the house
opposite which was No. 28", The Lieutenant fired a few times
and. the aniﬁe; crashed down, dragging with him the window blind,
Lieutenant Malone was the crack shot of the Srd Battallion with
the mausér automatic and in the main battle on Wednesday he
mrt?ught tqrrif:le hawoe: emong the enemy with it, at times
recklessly exposing himpelf.

&bout 12 n'cimk on Tuesdsay night the Lieutenant called
me aside and told me we could not hope o win owing to the
eonfusion caused by the G.H.Q. counitermanding order, and also
the overwhelming odds against us, and the failure of the
expected Geman eid to arrive. He asked me did I agroe
that Paddy Rowe and Michael Byrne, who were mere boys, (both
were under sixteen) bBe sent away, that in his opinion they
would only be killed if kept on in the house. I agreed.

1
Ileutenant Malone called the two boys and told them they werea
|



8.
to go on despatch work ~ the despatches. were a letter each
to Michedl's mother and mine.  The boys seemed to realise
that the despatches wers only an exouse to_get them out of
danger - they protested they would rather stey. .. . .
lichedl said gently but firmly, "it's orders, boys, you must.
go"... .. 80 at about 2,30 a.me. they orept out through the
skylight and over the roofs, gloomy enough, bascause they had
boeen $0ld that under no circumstances were they to come back
to Ho. 25. . Lieutepant Malomp ssked me if I was in the
LR.B. I said, "yes", He told me he was not.

. ldeutenant Michedl Melone uwp to, about one hour before

the main battle on Wednesday wisited his outposts night and
day et _intervals, each_ time braving the fire of onemy
enipers. .  Michedl Malone told me that he had reconnoitred.
the whole area with Comandant Do Valera some time previous.
to the rising.

After the boys had gone I notioced that Michedl looked
very groy and haggard. Neither of us had slept simce
Sunday and then I remembered suddsrly that he had told me
that he had little sleep or rest during Holy Week, I took
command and ordered him to bed, I set booby traps in the

hall and on_the stairs and ke;rt g lonely 'ﬂ.gﬂ., but
eventually sleep overcame me too, _

. Next day, Wednssday, sbout noon, two girls, my sister
ar.ra.w__d_.arter an, mqnﬁwm_.:wx with food and a dispatch.
We could not admit them but took the dispatch through the
letter box. . It said that_ Englieh troops had landed at.
from mnmm - _"_mn is ,1§_E.m¢haa1._:t. sald.  "Yes",
he replied, "this is 1t". We spoke of moving over %o
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Carrisbrooke House at the corner of Horthmmberland Road and,
Pembroks Road which had been prematurely evacuated by 14 men
under the orders of a Blackrock officer, & vital point
eovering all advance from Ballsgbridge, when luckily Hichedl
went_into the bathroam, the windows of which was on ths eide
of _the house 1ooking towards Ballsbridge.  He said, "look, _
Sewmas®. .  One glance was sufficlent. . We would have to make
our stand where wo stood for .the khaki clad figures were_. .
approsching. __ Miche&) cpemed fire from the bathroam window.
which was on the third floor. _ It was from this window that
Miche4l operated practically all the time - Melone's window

. I 85111 call 1t.. I followed suit from another window on

the second floor,

- =8 asomp cee X - . s . - - s —

. . Here and there British Tommies begen to_drop. Section
commander. Reynolds and his men were also operating from
Rlanwillism Eouse. . The Tommies were bewildered not being .
eble to locate the source of the volleys, and thelr casualties
grow. __Soon, howsver, they had possessilon ef almost svery
house within point blenk renge. . With the help of hand-
grenades._they came even nearer, and I was forced from window
to window aaeking a spot to return thelr fire.

- .Do_mot helieve any person who tells you he does mot .
know what fear is, because there were moments from about 8,30
omwards when the fire was: so intense that I could not reply,
that_I trembled from hesd to foot in a panic of fear and it
was only when I was able to reply to the fire that I could
overcome the faar, |

....-At about & o'clock the English trcops covered by
terrific fire, sent up a bombing party and a short time after
& second houbing atteck was made. . At sbout 8,30 amother
heavy hming attack was made and the ILieutenant called out:
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to me o go_down and take Wp & position on the hall £loor.
I had only just dons so when I heard mantain the room
on_the Ieft and someons trying to_turn the hendls of the
door. I fired through the panels of the door and I heard
a rush of feet away from it.. A few mimites aftorwards_
I.heard the orashing of glass and a door at _the rers with
stops_leading into the back garden, was burst open and some
English troops rushed in, I had only Jjust time to reloed
with a freeh clip, . This I emptled at them.  They
retreated for a moment and made a frﬁah._rushj and I wes driven
down the etaire to the kitohen. I heard the Lieutenant |
call out, "elright, Seumas, 1'm coming", end I heard him
heppensd when the door had been forced and was coming down

- to my_sssistance. . There was a third rush of engmy troops

and as_they appeared et the hemsd of the kitchen astairs
I h;#_lt- An_the doorway and cpened fire., _ Fhere was a crash ,
of a volley from ebove and aﬁammﬁ_l.m a few shouting,
"get him, get him", and it wes_in that volley that |
Miche&l Malone died. I kuew then thet I was alone and soms
sort of desperate courage came OvVer me..

I rushed to.the emall ¢ellar window and thers was an
officer leading some men up the steps %o the front doox.
I opened fire and the officer dropped down on the steps.
I do no% imow whether he was dead or mot, I contimzed
firing at the party following him,
... ~The eutomatic now’began to Jam with the rapid firing
and I turned on the water tap in the scullery and put the
automatic under it for o few Mﬁﬂlﬁ, to_try and cool it.
X loaded up & fresh alip and fired through the chinks of the
ghutters in the kitchen wipdow; whenever I eaw an English
soldier move I fired. Just then a bomb was thrown down and
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exploded at the kitchon door at my right.  There was also
a bomb hurled through the little window of the cellar from
which I had been firing, I took cover behind a gas stove
and after that had some roam to room, firing at the English
troops_in the basement. The automatic still kept ;iming
now and egain.
... . We had originally erranged to make & final stand at
the top of the house, having left wpstairs, loaded rifles
with bayonsts fixed, one Ise Enfield and two Howth mauser
rifles, but the foreing of the glage-panelled door ab the end
of the rere hell corridor by the enemy separated Michedl
and myself and ruined our plans,

.. &bout 10: o'clock that night a whistle blew and I heard
a volce shout out, "clear the streets for a bayonet charge®.
I now _Eﬂf’iﬁﬁﬂ.ﬂ@!ﬂ*ﬂ_ ard rushing %o the basement corridor
I flung aside the heavy iron garden seat which barricaded
the rere_kitchen door and shot back the bolts. Just as
I was getting through the door I was fired onm from the
stairway and on returning the fire shot my way out thwough

the back and escaped over the garden well into Percy ibme

but ] realised I was trapped wlthin the enemy linss.

4y owEm T = maE ka4 8 1k~ o

. _ about 2,30 on Muraday morning I crept down along . .
Percy lane and through Percy Plase. . There was a gun mounted
on_ & lorey at the cormer, I learned afterwards that it was

a one pounder naval gun which fired inesndlery shells at

lamwilliem House and also shelled Captain Simon Domnelly's
position near Grand Canel Street Bridge., I approsched as
near as I could to Mount_Street Bridge with the intention of
rejoining the main garrison, but I found the enemy in |
possession of the Bridge and Clamrillism House was in flames.,

" I saw some bayonete glisten and I fired in their direction,
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The eneny refurned the fire and I had to ocrawl back in

' retreat,

1.heg seversl Piring exshanges with patrols that night
and towards morning I olimbed over & well on my left and lay
hidden through the daytime.  As I was in uniform I had to
lie low by day and fire at night on patrols, |
- .... 90 Baturday morning about 8,50 I was lying under
cover in a shed at the rere of £0 Eaddington Roads |
A servant girl came out_into the garden and I opened the door
of the ghed a:little way and I asked her for a little bread
and_a drink of water. _ She gaid they had no bread in the
house bui_she would get me the water. _ The servant girl aid
20t betray. me. I learnsd afterwards that Daviiy's who
cccupled No. 60 Haddington Road_sent fox thé English,
A friend told ms that two English Officers in mufti were
staying in the house.  She was away I_thought a rether long
time, bub finally ceme bmk,ntﬁh_ﬁ.-m;dna of water.,
I left the pistol nnmmmaWMmeJmt
taken a few mouthfuls of water when the glass of ﬂ]ﬂ window
in the mod shed wae emashed open and thrse or rnur rifles
levelled in my direction., .. At the same time the door was
rulled open and I was covered by the English troops with
rifles, I 4id not even got time o stoop to pick wp the
pletol. . They shouted, 'hands up®. . I was then ordered out
of the shed and a soldier sprang forward and drove his
bayonet egeinst my chest, but an English officer in plain
olothes deshed the rifle on one side and said, "we want this
man & prisoner as we want to keep him for qmufiw.

. My hands were tied behind my beck. I counted all
together, 25 English soldiers, a Sergesnt and a Qorporal, two
English officers in plain clothes and two in uniform, I was
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brought as a prisonsr round to the Miasioﬁ Hall,
Northumberland Road, and everything including my wateh,

gtolen from me, even my rosary beads.

That evening I was marched with a large body of
prisoners all in ciwvilian clothes to the R,D.S. grounds,
Ballsbridge. I was locked in & coal cellar and thres
times brought before groups of officers. &t these three
ﬂnurtmartis;ls an enemy officer in the uniform of a ﬁolunal
of & Scote Regiment was ilntensely bitter and urged that
I should be shot. He seid, "we have four batteries of
artillery here and if we get no surrender we shall shell the
entire elty". . They asked me what house I had ocoupied.

I told them No. 25 Northumberland Road. I was then asked what
"I had been doing since and I very foolishly replied "firing

on patrols". They then said, "a0 you are a sniper., Don't
you know you can be shot for that?". They said, "where are
the rest of your men?”. I said, "I do not know'. "Ihey then
wanted to know the name of my leader, and I sald, "I cannot
glve you any i,ni_‘omé.:hicn as a prisoner of war maﬁt-my own-
name, my Company and. Battalion. " |

. I was asked my rank and name and I told them I was a
section commander. They told me I was to be shot at noon
on Sunday. I asked to see & priest but this was refgaed‘.
Once a friendly Eh.gliah guard said to me in a low voice,
"I wish I was away from here, some of our fellows: shot 30
unarmed. civilians on the stredts',
- At about 12,30 on Sunday an officer of the Royal Irish
Rifles named elther Hutchinson or Henderson came to me and
sald, "the rest of your men have surrendered, would ;s,rcm llike
to be taken to them?™, I said, "“yes". He brought ma a
tumbler of hot black tea and some Army biscults: and said,
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"I am sorry I heve no milk or sugar for the tea", I was
then brought over to somé stables where I found |
Captain Donnelly and the rest of the garrison of Bolands
Mills were priscners, I had been four days and four nights
without food or drink,

While wa were in Ballsbridge a rumour went rnﬁ among
the prisoners that Commandant De Valera was to be shot,
A fellow prisoner, nsmed James DO:,-r:I,e (since d&cea}qai},
"Q" Company, Srd Battalion, end slso an I.R.B. man, told me
that e tall Volunteer whose name I cannot remember, offered
t0 exchange uniforms with: Coammandant De Valera and that the
Commandant refused the offer.

When we were prisoners in B_allébridga a few of our lads
who had esceped.along the railway began sniping the enemy at
night from Seandymount Avenue direction. The enemy at the
R.D. 8 replied with rifle and masnina#m fire. After my
release X was told a daring Volunteer sniper was killed on the
roofs of Herbert Streei. He gave the ensly a 1ot of trouble
and refused to surrender, retiring from chimney stack to
chimney stack, and was shot at the end house on the roof near
St. Stephen's Church. &mthgr of our snipers used the roofs
of Wil¥iom Pla'ce near Baggot Street. He escaped. The
enemy afterwards: fired on some women on Mespil Road fram the

roofas of this terrace.

4lso_in Ballsbridge, Bob Cooper, Clarendon Street,
"Gl Company, 3rd Battalion, tcld me he was in charge of thiee
or four men who ogeupied Messrs. Roberts builders' yard (now

the Merville Dairy) and acted as supports: toc Clanwilliam House,
: (

}

The Engiish troops used a machine-gun from the tower
of §t. Mary's Church, Haddington Road. I heard afterwards
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that the late Bishop Well (who was then a Qurate at §t. Mary's)
protested wigorously, end the English threatened to shoot him.
English snipers also used the turret of Baggpt Street
Hospital.

We were kept for a few days in Ballsbridge and then we
were marched to Richmond Barrackas. The naval gun was et the
head of the column of prisonera, It was atill on the lorry
and pointed towards us and an eneny Uﬂ.:-ptﬁin in charge of this
gun sgaid, "‘if there :!,a_ any attempt to escape, there will be
400 dead rebels on the streets of Dublin', Linesa of troopa
with fixed bayonets marched on our right and left flanks and
dense crowds lined the streete: as we marched by. 4t Thomas
Street some of the civilian onlookers jeered us.

I do not remember how long we were kept in Richmond
Barrecks, but Andy MoDomnell was & prisoner in the rocm with
me. At dewn on a day, which I afterwards learned was. the
3rd May, we were awakened by a volley and James Doyle' said to
me, “they are shooting some of the prisoners". _ I think it
was a fow days later we were brolu@t to the North Wall having
been paraded all day long in g downpour on the Bquéra of
Bichmond Barracks. We embarked on boerd the L. M 8,
'Lancastria' and were brought to Wakefield Jail, Yorkshire,
For some time we were kept in solitery confinement .{n_
Wakefield and then we were allowed visits and parnlzells.
after about three weeks we were transferred from wa@field to
Frongoch Iptermment Cemp, Bala, North Wales. We had a '
dreadful crossing on the boat and twice we thought the ship

was about to gink. There was water pouring over the gides

-into the hold where we were prisoners. The ship was halted

for about twenty minutes and the pumps were kept working.

Wnile we were in Frongoch ﬁhera were several strikes on
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the part of the prisoners. I was inaulted by En]_IEnglish
Sergeant whose name I cannol remember, nick-named _'jel:l.}y-
héll}.r'. He had me taken t0 the Mdronm and I was brought
before the English officer commanding Frongoch Intermment
Gamp:, and sentenced to fourteen days sollitary m;lfinament
because I had called the Sergeant g liar. . I sald I would
never do the fourteen days and I went on hunger strike.

At the end of four days' hunger strike the Welsh civilian
doctor attending the prisoners ceme %0 me and s_a.’g,d"I would be
foreibly feds I said, '"“that will only make matters worse',
He said, "Oh!, no, I cannot help it, but I have my .orders",
mmut an 'hgur later for some reason I was brought ‘t@efnra the

]
enemy Colonel again and his: Adjuitant recommended my release.

A short time after this there was ancther strike called
the "Ash Fit Pariy Strike'.,  The prisoners-had been compelled
up to this to remove the refuse of both English guard and

_prisoners. We decided to strike against this and Volunteers

were called for to lead the strike which meant exile to the

- North Qsmp: without parcels, smokes or papeed.. I and several

other men agked Dick Mulcshy's permission to be among the first
elght; this was: granted to us. TWhen we refussed to remove
the soldiers' refuse we were marched under guard to the huts
of the North Camp. ° Each day.a fresh eight men arrived ﬁntil
finally when the North Camp huts were £illed the enemy
euthorities gave in and released us, sending us back. to the
South Camp. '

Some time after this, it was in the summer, wa.wa_re
brought in batches under guard to appear before the Sankey

. Gommission, Tc my surprise they were able to tell me at this

Comnisgion what house I occupied during the battle in Dublin,
and also said that I had sdmitted while in Ballsbridge as a

prisoner that I was & snipers I had previously prepared a
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statement which, before leaving Frongoch, I had shown to

Tomés MacCurtein later Lord Mayor of Cork. He said to me,
"for God's sake tear that up; do you wﬁnt t0 get yourself
hange&?‘f.. .. He 014 me I was to say as little as possible and
to state that when going .Out on Easter Monday I thémght

I vas: going for a route march,

We were kept in Vormwood Scrubbs military detention
Barracks, and after our examination before the tribunal were
sent back to Frongoch South Camp. Batches of prisoners
were dispaiched each week until all were ezamined and then
towardas th:e end of sumer releases began until at last only
500 of us were left., @&bout this time we were given route
marches under armed guard, and a man named Owven whose
surnsme I forget but he belonged to the 4th Battalion, had e
set of pipes which he played at the head of the c.oluﬁm
We had about e ﬁozaﬁ__of these route marches, when for some
reason whj.ch I do not know, the marches: were stopped.

The winter was dreadfully severe with sﬁgw and ice and.
intense cold. We were detainsd until Christmas, 1916,

When the releases stopped wﬁ_ came to the comlu;jsion
that we would be detained for & considerable period.

a ha,tél; of us went each day to the railway under aseoét to
cellect atores. We discussed amongst ourselves the
possibility of digarming our guard returning to the Camp and
disarm the guard there also, take possession of the train
and travel to a nearby town oceupying the principal.
bulldings: thers and give the English a taste of their own -
medigine; but thils did not materialise as we were relétased
on Christmas: Eve, 1916, before the plans were completed,

We arrived home in Dublin, free, on Christmas Day when we

received a treme ndous welcame by the people.
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Shortly after my release from internment JI stood
in Glasnevin Cemetery beside Michedl Malons's grave,
whileh had been opened for the purpose of identification.
I had a last glimpese of my leader and comrade in his
blood-stained olive green uniform. Michedl and
Sefin Cullen of Boland's Garrison and myself fired. three
volleys over his grave in salute of one of Ireland's
most falthful sons ~ a loyal comrade, a gallant leader,
a brave and fearless soldier. Ar dheis: D& g0 reibh a anam,.
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