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STATEMENT BY THOMAS MacGARTHY -

17 Iveagh Gardens, Crumlin Road, Dublin,

A couple of years prior to the fﬁrmﬁtiun cf thﬂ'
Volunteers I joined the I.R.B. I believe it was the Lord
Edward Fitzgerald Circle. The Cenire at tneltims was
Paddy G'Loughliﬁ‘s fathaf, the old Pat O'Loughlin. We
met at 41 Parmell Square. Joe deGrath, ¥rank Gaskins, my
brother Dan MacCarthy and my brother Paddy MacCarthy were
menbers of the same Circle. I came in close contact with
Sean licDermott, ZEamon Ceannt, Tom Clarke, Con Colbert, Liam
Mellows and Barney Hellows. 1 kﬁew Jné Flunkett, not
extremely weil but I knew him. I knew Jémes Connolly; he
frequenied Countess Markievicz's hﬂuﬁa,ISurrey House,

Leinster Road.

. I joined the Volunteers at the inception, at the

inaugural meeting in the Rotunda on 25th November, 1913,

Eoin MacNeill was there. Indirectly we sll had orders to

get in there and get positions.

In "C" Company of the Volunteers there was one man,
Robert Page, & member of the I,R.B., who became a

recruiting Sergeant in the British Army.

Afterwards when the Volunteers were ?stahliahed we
drilled in 34 Lower Camden Street. These premises were
quite inﬂapablg of accommodating us, and @hen we got
premiges at Larkfield, Kimmage, and wé drilled there every

Thursday night.

The Volunteer Heaﬁquarters gave instructions to carry
out elections of officers., There was & man called ,
Casgidy of Crumlin, manager of the brick-works, and O‘Hanlom,

a clerk in the brick-works, great friends of mine. I was
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idle at the time, doing nothing, and ﬁ said T was going to
win election. I went up to Larkfield}nne night to a
meeting. I tpink Ted Sheehan was in fhé chair and he left
before it was bver, he had to go away,'and a man called
Whelan, an ex-ﬁritiﬁh Army man with rea-hair, took the chair,
The purpose of the meeting was to elecf Company Officers, a
Secretary, Treasurer, and so on, I wis propoged by John
Kelly, who secdnda& it I cannot now remémber. Mr., Cassidy
of Crumlin stonﬁ up and made a apeech which more or less
conveyed to the Company that it would be & grand thing to
gee 4 man of such a stature as Mr. Robert Page leading the
Company. I do not think either John or Jim Kelly was a
member of the I,R.B. at that time. There was a further
proposition and:ﬁ man called Willie Byrne was proposed,
"Wilsie" he was called, but on a vote ﬁnﬂ I happened to get
the largest amounht of votes for thefpositinn, and in the
course of elimination the last man dropped out and I went to
the poli again. I still headed the pul} and the next man
went out. Then I went to the final with Robert Page and
he went out. The result was that I was elected C.C., of

"o" company, 4th Battalion.

In the meantime Ted Sheehan had vaceted the chair and
the ex-British Arﬁy drill instructor got into the chalr, by
what means I do not know. It was quite out of order thet
he should be tﬂere. There were several proposals for lst
Lieutenant, and Bﬁb Page was proposed, Gafry Byrne was
proposed again and William Byrne. In the meantime some
- people had left the hall, There was a check taken of the
nutber of people pfesent . I did not vote for myself at
all, I do not kﬁnwlwhether the rest did orénet, presumably
they did. There was a vote taken as betweéen Page and the
two Byrnes. Rohe%t Page waes elected, but:the Chairman
got into a state aéd asked did any exira péople get into the

hall. This was jdst an ordinary question, but by asking it
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s he created the impression in Page's mi#d that he was beaten
again and he withdrew, not knowing he had heen elected,
a Garry Byrna_was elected lst Lieutenant, and W. Byrne elected

2nd Lieutenant,

Nothing of importance happened al'ter that until the
Howth gun-running on 26th July, 1914. The 4th Battaliom
mobiliged for that at Father Mathew Park. I think all the
Battalions mobilised there; I think the whole Dublin
Brigade were there. Our Company was the last going into
Howth, I think, on account of the fnrmaiion. We moved off
for Howth, but we did not know what we weré going to Howth
for., I remember that Andy Fitzpatrick (deceased) who was
an employgg of the National Telephone Company at the time,
put the whole telephone system to Howth out of action the
previous night, with the result that when the whole
Battalions of the Dublin Brigade got to Howth no advance
information was given to the British aufhorities. A a
& matter of fact they were taken by surprise because the D.I.

and the R.I.C. out there thought they wuﬁld get into
communication, but they could not because the ﬁelephone

syetem was out of action,

When we got to Howth the let, 2nd and 5rd Battalions
went down to where the yécht was, and the Lth Battalion
held the entrance to the ordinary piler and ndbﬁﬂy wWas
allowed to pass. They were all armed ffam the yacht.
Wnen the 1lst, 2nd and 3rd Battalions got their arme, the
companies of the 4th Battalion went down in their turn as
well as I remenber. As & matter of fact, at the start
when the 1st and 2nd Battalions were getﬁing on the pier,

. the R.I.C. went around to the fiéhing pler and came acrosas
in a boat, and they were covered by the Volunteers standing
. on the guayside where the yacht was and they said, "I you

move out of that you are going to get an ounce of lead.™
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Unfortunately these men, the pa&stguarﬁa,.went out of the
harbour and'sent up rockets to cammuni;ate with the other
coastguards. I was not actually on tﬁe spot, vul I know
they mgot muf cf the harbour and they sﬁould never have been

allowed to get out.

I have an interesting recollection of seeing Arthur
@Griffith marching up from the yachi with his Mauser rifle on
his shoulder. I saw him throw away his walking stick and
come outside the pier. I wighed I cadld have got hold of
the stick mwself, but some old man - probably a resident of
Howth - picked it up, I do not know whoihe was., It was -
interestihg to see a man who had been more or less a pacifist.

march the whole way with his rifle on his shoulder.

We started our march back to Dublin. We had rifles
but no ammunition, because the smmunition was sent on in
afivance by Sean lecDermott and Tom Glarké in taxis. On
arrival in the vicinity of Howth Road coming towards the sea
wall, we saw a row of Scottish Borderers in a kneeling
position and & row stending with rifles at the ready. I
do not know who the man was, but one inﬂi?iﬂuai from our
crowd went up the steps of a house on the left of fhe'Howth
Road coming'ipto Dublin, practically the last house with
high steps, and fired a shot out of & revolver which might
have been the cause of spreading terrivle disaster, A &
matter of fact he shot Private Finney of the King's Own
Scottish Borderers and I remember seeing}Finney hopping
down to the sea wall. We thought that matters were going
1o gét hot, but the men in charge did naf loge their heada

and there was no more firing. ,

1 saw Commandant Eamon Ceannt and Géptain Seamus Murpghy
moving around the road speaking to the méMbe?s of the 3th

Battalion. I approached Eamon Ceannt and asked him what

were the orders and he told me to save the rifles., He was
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"mogeying" around from cne fellow 4o another saying, "Cet
your rifles away. det scross the wall end get into Croydon
Park". Every one of them got away; we got into that house

and left the rifles thers Tor the time'heing.

" While we were going along Howth Road we saw & big house
where there was a garden-party going om, I 4id not know ihe
man there very well, but I knew him by repute. His name was

Mr. Ray, and he lived in s private house on the Howth Road,

He zot &ll the rifles into Groyﬁnn'Park. I do not
k¥now where the Scottish Borderers weni to; they moved off,
The Liberty Hall people were deadly antagonistic to Colonel
Moore. I do not know where he came from but he arrived
there. Derrel Figuis wase not with him, if he was I did

not see him. Colonel Moore came along ﬁning the big fellow

"and shouting, "How many men are here%" etc. The result was

that we did not get half the rifles. That was at Croydon

Park.,

We got round to the back of the plaée called Puckstown,
Ex-Tresident Coggrave's brother-in-law, ?rank Tlanagan, had
a beautiful hunting horse which was more or less utilised
all that day. The man who was riding the horse at the
time was an ex-British Army man named Mcianagle;' This man
was in full un@form with a Sam Browne belt. He was
clearing away as he did not want any trnuﬁle, and he handed
over the horse to somebody. The owner of the horse, Frank
Plenagan, took over Lhe animal and he vas scouting the roads
right, left and centre. I think the horse dropped dead

some days afterwards.

We got a lot of taxie., Frank Fahy was there, Harry
Nicholls wag there and myself and Frank Fahy ren a lot of

rifles up to "Bird" Flanagan's place in Viaelkinstown.

s
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After we delivered them we went back £0 Puckstown. On our"
second journey across we saw the commotion at Bachelor's
Walk where the Scoitish BRorderers were shooting the people,
but we 4id not know what‘the commotion was about then.
The weight of the rifles was bumping the springs of tihe

taxi; it was a terrible job.

During the taking away of the rif;es_from Fuckstown
the gentleman called Ray, who had the ﬁrivate-gard&n—party
in front of his house, arrived with a motor-bicycle and
gidecar and offered to help us. I alﬁays thought it was a.
very decent turn because he was not connected with us at all.
The motor-bicycle and sidecar was at our service. He rode
the motor-bicycle and he was not sble to take more than 5 or
6 rifles at .a time with a man aittiné in it, but no matter

where they were to be brougnt he was willing to teke them.

As far as I recollect Harry Nicholls came with me on
another run and we took them to the Hibernian Hall in
Réthmines. He would verify that. I was out until twelve
or one o'clock that morning. Harry Hicholls and myselfl
went as Tar &s Swords to see if we could pick up any mpore
arms. We went back to the Hibernian Hall in Rathmines to
get a rifle each, but we were refused at first. Some of
the people held on to them, but we did not leave until we
got a rifle each, Harry Wicholls came as far as Dolphin's
Barn with me and I got in some time in the small hours of

the morning, but T had my rifle and he had his rifle.

A4 fortnight after 26th July, 1914, I happened to drop
in to the Irish Freedom office, D'Olier ?tqeet, and was
accosted by Sean MacDermott who seld 10 me, "vyou're the
very man I am looking for". I was told to proceed %o
Hnwfh and get in touch with McConkey on %he ordinary pier

where the Yacht Club was, which I did and he understoo&v.
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what T was after. He said to me, "Come around to the
fishing pier®, and I told him to preceéd.in front as I did
not want to create any susplicions as to my presence there.
My job was to hire a Tishing boat for a party going fishing.
The owner of the boat asked me if they would require the
nets. I .asked him how long it would take to get them out
and he egaid a few winutes, so I told him to leave them in
the boat. The next remark from the boatman was %s follows:
"By G--, I'11 get my rifle to-night". Mark you, not a
word avout ﬁhat the boat was going to be used for wes
mentioned. He then said, "A fortnight ago when the guns
were beiﬁg landed here, I would not be allowed down the
pier because I hadn't my Volunteer Membership Card on me,
but I have it tonight®, ete. HWow my work being done I was
awaiting'a tram, Just after parting with MeConkey, who
had not gone a hundred yards when a jarvey driving by said-
to him, "Hullo Johnny, it's a fine day™. McConkey replied
"Yeg, it is". The Jjarvey then said.tﬁ nim "Do you see
that fellow standing over there waitiﬁg for & tfam?“ and he
juet replied “Yes™. "Well,” said thg jarvey, "that's the
Volunteer who was 0.C. at the entrance to the pier the

Sunday of the Howth gun-running™.

My orders from H.Q. were to go tp the residence of
Tr. Boyd Bﬁrrett, Fitzwilliam Street on Saturday evening,
T think at 6 p.m.  "Limerick" was the password. 8o I
rang the bell, the door opened, "Limerick".,  "Come in, Mr.
MacCarthy". Having been ushered into the house I was
asked if I would like a cup of iea, waich I gladly accepied.
About nalf an hour later the doctor got on the 'phoné to a
Dr. Barry and asked him to bring over the car. The three
of us get.into the car and proceeded %o 3t., Bnda's, via

Templeogue and Dutterrield Laene into Rathfarnham, so as to

avoid having to pass police barracke on main road. We

arrived at St. Enda's where thsre were about 24 other
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motors awaiting the arrival of the guné which were being
landed at Kilcool by the boat I hired at Howth a few days

earlier.

A chargbanc full of the boys, left Dublin earlier on
that Saturday, about midday, for Kilcool, as 4did also a
large number of cyclists who scouted the roads all the way
from Dublin teo Kileool. The charaban¢e was being loaded
with the guns and ammunition, and when the job was completed
the charabaﬁc was to have come to 8t. Enda's, where there -
were enﬂugh cars to take pqasession of a supply of guns,
etc., each car going to dQumps which were already arranged.
As soon as the charabane started, the back axle broke and
therefore could not move, and the party had to commandeer a
terrace of houses outside Little Bray, where they. stored the
rifles and ammunition until a dispateh rider, in the ﬁersun
of Liam Mellows, arrived at St. Bnda's at about 3.30 a,.m.
with the news of the breakdown of the charabanc cutside
Little Bray, eo the order was "All cars out“." In less than
a few minutes they were gone, doing nvér thirty miles per
hour across Ticiknock, When they arrived at Little Bray .
each car took a supply of rifles to dumps which were already
arranged for reception of same, The whole consignment was

saved and the guns, etc., were handled by the right veonle.

While waiting qt St. Enda's from 6.30 or 7 p.nm. until
3.30 a.m. for the arrival of the charabanc, there was a
round table conference, the composition of which was as
follows:- TPadraig fearse, Liam Pearse, barristers,
golicitore, carpenters, doctors, 1Ebcqrers, unemployed,

ete., ete., discussing revolution.

At the time of the split in the Volunteers the trouble
started down at Woodenbridge. e ha; a powerful meeting

at ILarkfield to decide about the split. I, being the
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" Company Officer, put the guestion to the troops on parade

and said to them, "Any man who wants to stand on the side
of Ireland and Feoin Mac¥eill will stan& faat, and any man
who wants to0 go with Redmond and the Bfitish Empire will
step forward." Out of a Company of afprnxim&tcly 120 only
four men stepped out, The names of the four people who
stepped out were Robert Page, & young lad sbout 18 years of
age named Butterly, and two Fitzgibbons, two tall men who
lived near Brookfield Road. These were the four men who
stepred out. On that particular night, to prove the
solidarity of our Company, we started fc march to Head-
guarters, which was at 44 Kildare Street. Having left
Larkfield in glory with our flag flying we encountered on
our way sonie of the four gentlemen who had stepped out of
the Company. I was approached by one man out of the ranks,
& plumber, who had what I would call a plumber's ebonite
article for dressing sheet lead, and he wanted to get a belt

at Page. I had a job to prevent them from killing Page

that night. I told them they could not bresk ranks.

I should mention that the split having been carried out,
I said that there was only one tiing for the four ﬁeopla who
had left the Company to do, and that w.;as to go and join the
British Army. Young Butterl:,r_ joined the British Army and
he was killed & few months afterwards. Page Jjoined the
British Army and became a recruiting sergeant for them.
In the Dublin papers the following advertisecment appeared -
"If you want to joiln the Royal Naval Volunteer Reserve or
the Dublin Fugiliers, apply to Lieutenant Redmond Howard and
Eergeant Robert Page, No. 34 Dhamhers, Trinity College."”
uy nredictlan came true as regards only one thing being left

Tor these men 1o do.

He marched to Kildare Street andfwa were addressed

there by some of the men who congratulated us on our turn-

out. At Kildare Street there was a shot fired, but I do
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not know where it came from and I think there was nothing

in it. We duly returned to Hesdquarters snd dismissed.

The split did not involve any change in the officer
persommel of my Company.

Throughout 1914 and 1915 there was:nothing but drilling
except that Lajor General Friend, the 0.C. of the British
troops in Ireland, issued an order under the Defence of the
Realm Act ordering Iiam Mellows, Ernest Blythe aﬁ& Herbert
Pim to quit Ireland within 24 or 48 hours. . Again through
being one of thﬁtidle riech I happeﬁed to e at Volunteer
Headquarters in <= Dawson Street when the three of them came
in from camping somewhere and they were certainly looking
very decrepit, pearded and so on. Roger Casement was there
thet evening:and.that was the only time I ever had the

pleasure of bteing in his company.

A4 little while afterwafﬁs, I should say about a fortnight
ﬂf three weeks afterwards, Padraig Pearée came up to the Lth
Battalion and asked for some Voluniteers to go out on the
road and take up the work of Mellows, Blythe and Pim. He
gselected “C¥ cnmpahy, why I do not know but probably because
it was realiy the largest in the Battalion. T was doing
notning as usual and my brother Dan was not working. He
apparently had more sense than I had héuause he made
enquiries with regard to what they were paying a man to
organise, but I said tc him, "I'll clear, I'll be one less
in the house". I tock on the job of going to be & Volunteer

organiser for Corx.

I left the following Monday morning on the 9.15 train
and arrived at 2.30 in Cork. I was met by TomAs MacCurtain
and Terry MacSwiney; I knew them well. They took me to
the Hotel Frovincial on ﬁorrisﬂun's Island, vhere my head-

guarters were. I took charge of the ﬂhole Cork Brigade for



-11-

that particular week, teaching them extended order drili,
scaling walls, which was guite a new thing in those days,
ete. They ssemed to like it very well down there. I
remained in Cork city for that particuiar week. I stayed
on because on the following Saturday night Pidraig Pearse
was coming down to address the ?q]:unteérs from the Sheares

gtreet Volunteer Hall.

On the night of the meeting that Pearse was to address,
the whole Qork Brigade were mobilised under the commandancy
of Tom MacCurtain and Vice-Commandant Sean 0'Sullivan. The
wives, sons and daughters of ex-British Army men were there
in their hundreds and it was a Very diﬁreputable crowd that
was there that night. Actually bottles were flung at the
window Trom which Pearse was speaking. I could not
understand for a moment why the 0.C. of the Brigade did not
inmediately take action, and having been talking to Gaptaiﬁ
Cotter I said to him - I was in the midst of a crowd of
women - "If this is going to go any further I'11 pull my
gun™, I only ha@ a .25 automatic, ard the people around ne
scattered, Immediately Vice-Commandant Sean 0'Sullivan
~gave the order to the Cork Brigade to fix bayonets and there
was a charge and there was no respect shown to anybody

because they walked on ithem,

The following week I moved on to Mallow. I was
egcorted as far as Mourne Abbey by Terry MacSwiney and Tomés.
liacCurtain. I was in Mallow as headquarters for two or
three weeks and I formed a corps of Volunteers at Hallow.

T moved from Mallow to Kanturk and formed another corps of
volunteers there, which was the best of the lot in my

opinion.

During my stay in Mallow I met two locals named Maurice
O0'Connor and George Hanniffer who were good men in the

Volunteers: there. On one occasion I happened to be in



-12- :

Mourne 4bbey drilling the Company theré - gome of the lads
there were éxecute& in Cork jeil lateri- ahd on my way back
coming through Mallow I was called intd the shop of Maurice
0*Connor, II was in full uniform. d{connur said to me,

n wﬁn{ to introduce you to a man". The man was wearing
khaki. "what's the big idea?" I asked. T want to get
him away", said he. I stepped auy then and went up to my
dlgs in Hanpifer's house and changed into mufti. I came
back to the shop, went upstairs, got &.safety razor énd
shaved off the man's moustache, His name was iepple, whose
people were fabulously wealthy in Halléw, From information
received they owned half Blackrock in County Dublin as well.
Hannifer gave him shoes, Maurice 0'Connor .gave him clothing
and I gave him collars and ties, and we dlsguised him, He
was well known in Mallow. His parents were living only a
few doors away. He was in the Munster Fusiliers, and hired
a hieyclelin Buttevant and rode intoc NMallow. That night
the boys tied up his uniform, ete., went up to the Rlack-
water and threw them into the river wifh a rock attached to
them, It could be assumed that he was drowned. The job
ﬁuw was to get him away. Who was £0 buy his ticket at the
railway station, benaﬁse in those days I was Tollowed
everywhere by the R,I,C. and every word I sﬁhke at meetings,
etc., was taken down. Somebody tieﬁlan addreéﬁed'label on
his hicyclé. He h&ﬂ.vefy definite instructions not to

ride up tolmallow station until about three minutes to
half-past él@ven. The night mail left then. The station
was always packed with travellersg' skipa and he had
instructions to rush in end fling hiz bicycle between them,
I had approached the railway station and when I looked at
the booking-office I saw an ex-E.I.C.Eman glving out tickets
so I could not go near it. There was a policeman at the

far side of the plaiform locking at m%. I had to move and

went across the gangway bridge to the, departure side and
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.stayed there until I saw my man arriving. I moved then to

meet him hall way across the footbridge and I said to him,
"3et out and dbuy your tiecket at Ballybrophy or Maryborough.
Tell them the train was moving off when;you arrived and that
vou had to get in without your ticket.” He sat down in the
railway carriage about a minute hefnre!the train got out and
a fellow in full khaki got in and sat beside him. Kepple
succeeded in gelting to Dudbiin. He had a letter inside his
boot which i gave to him to get to North Great George's
Street in Dublin where Marie Perclz lived. Ee got away to
America afterwards, I do not know now e got away. The
clergyman in charge of the Munstera at the time wag Father

Gleeson, and Kepple's mother asked him to look after Williie

.but Father 3leeson never saw Tillie in the battlefield, and

I never had a line, postcard or atherwise, from him and I

" think neither had the lads in Mallow.

I kept moving around County Cork - XKanturk, Doneraile,
Buttevant, Boherbwee, KishKeam, Gluuntané and Castletownroche.
Eurins the time I was in Kanturk I received a letter from
the Rev. Father Wall of Drumcbllogher.; I do not know how
he knew I was there, He asked me to come down to
3rumcollogﬁer to give him a hand as he waé going to astart |
corps of Volunieers in Tulleyleix and Brozdford, I left
Eanturk'in'the company of an o0ld friend of mine, Dan 0'Leary,
a great at#lete who lives in Blackrock, Dublin, now. - He
was of great assistance to me at the time. e arrived at

Drumcollogher, meét his reverence, and that night we started

two very successful companies of Voluanteers in Broadford

and TMalleyleix. On the march out o these places the men
were all armed with Lee Enfield rifles, At that time they
were much éattﬁr armed than our lads in Iutl in were, I
sang a Tew songs, marching along with Father Wall at the
head of the men. Father Wall asked me would I come over

to him the following morning as he wanted to make a few
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records. I went over and I nev&r.hadfthé experience before
in my life. I was singing into a lnné horn. , He had ﬁ
phonograph. He took off the reproducer and fixed it to
make records and I sang, "The Gallant Hen of *96", and

"Oh, for a Steed". He afterwards gct‘a goose's feather,
cleaned off the cylinders and put th&m:un and let your
hunble servant hear his voice for the first time in his life,
It wag an extraordinary experience for me. Father Wall had
a duplicator, and as he put on the records he wrote out the
words and set them to tonic solfa, produced about Fifty
copies of each for me to bring back to Kanturk and

distributed the others amongst his own crowd in Drumcolloghe:

I arrived back in Dublin some time in 1915, I do not
know the month. After I came back nothing of much interest

happened until 1916.

There was & lad, John Brophy, & mémber of my Company
who was then employed in the British post office as a

telegraph niessenger. He was a very @uiet unassuming boy,

net more tﬁan 18 years of age, but he Eerﬁainly wae a genlus

from the point of view of arming our Company. On one
particular:accaaion there was a recruiting meeting held in
the Mansion House and it was to be attended by Major
0'Hara of yhe British Army and a Lieutenant boldnel whoae

name I camnot remember, They were from Wellington Barracks,

- now @Griffith Barrecks. Young Brophy knew the recrulting

meeting wag on in the Maneion House and he wrote out &
faked telegram, put it in an envelope and addressed it to
itajor O'Hara, He proceeded to ifellington Barracks and .
came out with a Lee-Enfield rifle Trom the barracks. As &
matter of fact he never went into theibarracka but he came
out with;a rifle, He was the greatest character I ever
met in m@ 1ife. He was caught sfterwards for much less

than taking out rifles. He had carried on getting rifles
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very successfully for a considerable period. We paid some
money for some of the stuff we would ge%, but & good deal of
it we did not pay anything for. He wotld get the rifles
from soldiers and would give them a Tew:pounds, maybe one
soldier would get £5 and the next wculd-get_EE and so0 on.
One member of our Company got to know about this lad's good
work and he started buying some rifles from them and
charging more for them to his own cumpaﬁy. The man I am
refef&ing to who did that was in Mccabé's yard the morning
of the mobilisation in 1916, his name was Patrick Dalton.
The Brophy boy had done so much work of that kind that I
began to think it was time to call & halt, _He was a great
character. He said to me, "Do you want a sword?" and I
said, "I think you had better draw the?line", and I made him
draw the line. In his official capacity as telegragh

messenger, &s you can understand, he could go into any

building, whether the telegrams were faked or otherwilse. .

He went iﬁta Trinity College and drew &n elaborate sketch of
the 0,7.C. qQuarters, near ¥Wentworth Plhce? took every detail
of ingress and egress and submitted itftc me as his Company
officer. fVie studied it and were thiﬁking of taking action
but then we said we would have {0 consult the Vice-
Commandant. /e consulted Commandant Eamon Ceannt and
Vicq-ﬂummaﬂﬁant Cathal Brughs, who gaée it very minute
consideration and decided that it was.nnt feasible to raid
the place for arms of the 0.T.C. a5 the exits and means of
escape were not what you would call up to the mark. They
were caunting the cost of life and so'on. It wae a very
awkward pléce to get at. Oon one of his visits to
Wellington Barracks with a faked telegram, Brophy ook out

a pair of bincculars belonging to Major O'Hara and one
belonging to the Lieutenant-Colonel wﬁqse name I cannot

remember. Both pairs of binoculars were used during the

Rebellion,
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The ca:ptain of each. Company of *tﬁ:e Lth Battalion was
invited out to afternoon tea at (Old Bawn. Cathal Brughsa,
Willie Pearse and.gamnn geannt were there. That wae on a
_Eunday,ra'fﬁrtnight before the Rebellion, and it was there
that each man who had to take charge of the different piaces
got his orders as to where he was goiné. e were called
into a separate room where we were given our orders and told.
what buildings we were to take possession of, We were
asked questicna about whether we knew themr and s¢ on. As
far as I can rememxber I was not asked or told anything of
military use. I got instructions ﬁhat I was to occupy
Roe's Disitillery, Mount Brown, but I was not told what
military advantage was to be zained by occupying it - just
to take the ﬁuilﬁing and hold it - and,with great respect

to the dead, I could not see the milita}y advantage at all,

With regard to arrangements for ithe Rebellion, on the
Good Friday we took a list of where the men worked, what
their business was, and SC On. There was a man in my
Company called Blinco employed in waytes;Brothers, Lemon
Street, off Gfafton Street. I was askeé could I get .
motor-bikes with sidecars and I said I could. I asked
Joseph Egen if he was game and he said he was, although he
was not connected. Joe Egan had a motor-bike and sidecar.
James Stylee, the cycle shop in Ellis' Juay, had a motor-
biké with sidecar. I went to Waytes Brothers in Lemon
Street aﬁd I ¢alled Blinco out. I was accompanied there
by m& brother, Dan MacCartihy. | I told Blinco either to
'‘phone or send a wire back to his job saﬁing that he would
not be able tﬂ.go back as he haﬁ got news of some of his
relations being i1l. I took him with me up to Styles'
shop in Ellis' Quay where we took out the motor-bike aﬁd
sidecar and cohveyeﬁ my brother in Styles'_siﬁecar. Joe
Egan's motor-bike was put into use by taking Liam Nellows,

dresged in cleprical garb, in the cidecar to Athenry, County
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Galvay. Joe Egan at the time had no knowledge of who
the reverend clergyman in the sidecar was, The escori
following Jﬁe Egan and the "clergymen' was Blinco, with
Dags Boa Crtiln) s

my hratheqﬁin the sidecar. It turned out a terrible

doy witih awful rain. The escort had to watch the road

. for the marks of the tyres of the other motor-bike sc that

they would not uake a mistake and take the wrong road.
Tney arrived at what ry drother degeribed as a fork in

the road, Joe Egan and his passenger went one road and the
escort took the other road. The escort went a certain
distance and when they discovered they could not trace the
tyres of the front motor-bike and sidecar, in which the
"olergyman™ was travelling, they turned back and came on

to the other ‘road.

in the meantime a slight accident had happened to the
lamp bracket on Joe Egan's motor-bilke anﬁ they were trying
to do something with 1t when they heard their escort coming
along, and thére and then the "clergymanﬁ.sai&, "By ===,
here they are". This was the first time .that Joe Egan knew

who the "elergyman" was.,

However, all being well, they duly arrived at Athenry,
vhere they got a great reception from the people. Mellows
di¢ not go around openly, but any house h? knocked at
received him.well. iy prother and Blinco got back on
Saturday night and I think Joe Egan got back on Saturdey

night too,.
Nothing extraordinary happened on Easter Saturday.

On Taster Sunday we were all called to Ceannt's house.
tje were told to stand-to after the countermanding order

appearcd in the “Sﬁnday Independentt,
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On Baster Monday morning we received our mobilisation
orders to parade at about eleven o'clock at Emerald 3quare,
Cork Street. The 4th Battalion were mobilised there. e
paraded at Emerald Square as ordered. Hearly opposite was.
a yard attached to a house - lMcCabe's place - and Joe
heGrath was'there in charge of any amoﬁnt of arms, and
supplied the men with stufr. Lieutenant Seamus Kenny of
"BY Company was left in charge there after we moved off.
At that particular place Dalton was thefe and when he saw
the troops mﬁving off he said to Lieutenani Xemny, "I want
to go away to change my clothes'", He was in uniform at the
time. He did not go home but went to & house in Donore
Avenue. He st have gene home afterwards because he
changed his ciothes. T knew nothing about him, and we hsad
not any means of getting information from outside sources.
Intelligence departments were lacking at that time. Dalton
went off and when we took over our positions 'in Rﬁc‘s
Distillery, Meﬁnt Brown, some time on Monday evening I locked
out the windnw;and saw Dalton pareding atithe far side of

the street in an immaculate navy suit.

We occupied Roe's Distillery from Monday morning. e
did not anticipate any hindrance in our ingress into the
building. There was & malster employed tﬁere called Boyd.
We did not get in by the front gate, it was shut, so we had
to go down Gromﬁell's Quarters, James's Streel, at the
double tc;get.inlby the back gate. Whether this man Boyd
scented something or not I do not know, The gate was half
ajar and Boyd pulled the bolt across the gate stoppiﬁg our
entrance into the 'building. I then gave corders to my
Company to get their itrench tools, and we had to bash in
the gate. During 51l this delay we Were being exposed to
the tower of the 014 Men's Home, and they had a commanding

view from which we were directly under fire in our oresent
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position, " We had to smmsh the gﬁte %n and also some of
our lads scaled the wall, which was eévared with glass, and
got in and opened the gate. I went ﬁp af'terwards and
demanded every key of the plaée from Boyd. He was a bit
hesitant at first, but I said, "If you don't deliver the
keys I'1ll have to take them off your corpege’, He delivered
up the keys then. During the time we were trying to kmock
down the gate we were practically attacked by the rabble in

Bow Lane, and I will never forget it as long as I live,

"Leave down your ---- rifles," they shouted, "and we'll
beat the ---- out of you."  They were most{ menacing to our
lads,

Having got in we tried to consolidate our position as

-well as we could by barricading the windows with sacks of

corn; wvut certain men in the dbuilding st Cromwell's
Quarters and the rest at cther parts of the building. The
Union was not exactly opposite us, it was at an angle, and
we had no view from where we were. We could not see what
was going on; and we had no means of finding out. After
consultation with my lgt Lieutenant and 2nd Lieutenant,
Egan and O'Grady, we decided that we would evacuate the
place some time on Tuesday night, as in our judgment
uenﬁinued occcupation of this post would hgve served no
useful military purpose, end we had no food. I would say
if I were put in the same position again I would adopt the

same attitude again,

‘e occupied the building from Zaster Mondsy morning
until Tuesday night. It was a very high building, three or
four storeys high. ¥e had 22 men there altogether. TWO
men cleared ocut of it, without orders from me or my
officers. During our occupation of it I saw only one

British Red Cross man in Bow Lane. T nevey saw an armed

soldier during our stay there.
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After withdrawing it was a case of every man for
himself. Some of them succeeded in getting into other

posts,

After our withdrawal from this post there was no
reaction except that I was a much maligned man, but I 8till
say that under simlilar circumstances I would adopt the same

attitude, and I have never yet apologized for our action.

During our occupancy hf that building we postied two of
our men in the side building that goes down Cromwell's
guarters. - From a military point of view we wanted te see
that, in the event of being driven out or gocing out, we
would have a means of getting out, and we pulled the bars
out of the windows of the private house where the malster
lived. How the two men got to know about this exit I do
not know, but I am ver& definlte in my opinion that there
were no instructions issued to these men to go out. My
last recollection is going over there with Lieutenant Egan
to examine the position and finding their rifles, haversacks
and ammunition there. Those two men had ne instructions to

lesve.

We did everything humanly possible to get into
comrunication with the Union opqosite to us. I actually
sent out Martin Keogh, Larry Eignott and Frank Murphy. I
think Gogan went out too, I remember pubting a pair of
chamois gloves on one of them to make him look & la
respectable. They went and hammered at the Union gate and
they never got a reply. We were itrying to get across
there, We learned afterwards that there was & lorry or &
float against the gate of the Union, loaded with granite
blocks. We had no instructions to report to the Union. -
As a metter of fact I had no instructions where we should

evacuate to, or even instructions to keep in commmnication

with the Union. " yie tried to, but we could not. A iy
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could not get in to them never mind us, they were so0 well
barricaded. - Other people seemed Lo think we could have got
in there, but I know from inside information that we could

not have goﬁ in.

There was a suggestion that I would be courtmartialled
by the Volunteers, of which I was naturally resentful. This
was a very considerable time afterwards and a lot of new men
had joined up. I said, "I'm ---- if I'm going to be
courtmartialled by these new men. If' I am going to be
courtmartialied I'll be courtmartialled by the I.R.B." &
very considsfable time elapsed again and I was requisitioned
for courtmartial by the I.R,B. Thie tock plece in Weavers
Hall, Donore Avenue. Pat O'Loughlin, the Centre, wasg there,
Joe M&Grath and Frank Gaskins were there. The two men who
had cleared out of the bpuilding without orders were alsc up
for courtmartial that night on the baais'of-mw statement.

T wag asgked did I destroy the rifles and I said, "No, not
all. e threw some of them into the kilin fires. Not the
1ot of them"., They said it was a serious breach of
discipline not to destfoy them, which I accepted. I was

asked a few questions.

I waited some time to see if I could get any results.
More than a yeﬁr elapsed, and T said to Joe McGrath, who
was Centre, "ghat was the result of the courtmartial?" He
said, "Did I not tell youst" "got', I said, "I never heard a
word about it".) "You were to be called upon to resign',
said he, and from that day to this 1 have never been asked
to resign. Iﬁ was never carried out as far as I was

concerned.

ht

Some time after the courtmartial I met Pat ¢'Loughlin,

the I.R.B. Centre, in the ordinary course having a drink in

a public-nouse. I just met him accidentally, and he said
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to me, "I am very sorry but I voted a%ainst you at the
courtmartial. There is & big &ifferénne in being called
upon to resign and being put out." ﬁy interpretation of
that was, "It is -only a matter of time and you can be back
again", and I made up my mind that I would never go back
again. Why should I go back again afier they decided on
calling on me to resign and retaining in the I.R.B, the two
men who had evacuated Roe's Dis‘tillerﬁ_ without instructions
from any officer. They were retained, in the organisation
of the I.R.3. From that time onwards I made up my'mind
that I weuld not aliow my son} or daughters to be members
of any military organisation, not even.the Boy Scouts or the

Girl Guides.

I might point out that on the organisation cf the
Volunteers I was asked by Cathal Brugha to go back to the

Command I held. I refused to do so.

The night that Phil Cosgrave, Countess Markievicz and
Joe MeGrath were arrested long before the Rebellion - I do
not remenmber the date - my brother Dan came into the house.
My mother had gone to bed, and there was a friend of the
fanily staying with us. There was a box on the window of
the kitchen eontalnlng a lot of old trash snd amongst the
trash was an envelope with about half a dozen photographs,
“Whileéfuu-ﬁéits". There was one of Dan in a straw hat,
The British officers and military came along to the house
while Dan was in it. They were out in the yard belonging
to Moggy Keogh and they could see everything through our
kitchen window because the biind on the window was not
pulled down. Dan did not know that and he crawled ou?b
into the garden and came along in alignment with where the
troops were, He was getting into the field to get to Joe

MeGrath's place in Donare Avenue, He started to move

~ meross but fell over some tin cans and all the dogs in the
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rlace started barking-and he had to gei beck quickly. He
got ap to a wall at the bhack of our gafden and stood very
cloge to it. He had no overcoat- vest or walstcﬂat on him,
He could neﬂr the military searching through the garden;

they came down the field in a line with where he was standing,
and-an srmoured car was circling around Donore Avenue, Cork
Street and ﬁalphéns Barn, and the lights were within six feet
of him. They put me through a terridle cross-exemination
that night. They searcheﬁ-ﬁhe place and came across his
stuff, he was in the Corporation at the-time. They were
pulling ever&thing around and one of them examined the box
conteining tﬁe photographs. I did not know what was in the

box. He took the photographe out of the box and said,

Miho is that?" pointing to Dan's pvhotograph. I said, "Thet

is my brother Paddy and he is dead over 13 months. He never
lived to see them, and that secounts for the good state of
preservation .they are in", The officeﬁ put them.bﬁnk into
the box, and a few moments alterwards azcorpcral cane in to
say that & fellow had escaped into the back garden. The
officer said, "Why the hell dian't you fire? What do you
think you arelwith me Tor? fYhen I get back te barracks

7'11 put you in the guardroom", A few minutes later the
officer ealled him back and sald, "Guul&lyou deserive that
man?"  The other had been autsiﬁelloqkiﬁg in the window, and
he said, "Ves, sir. He was standing at the window, dressed in
navyblue and reading a paper'. He gave-a very vivid
description. The officer then said, "There is no doubt
about it, scmeuady has left the houae" ; "There is no doubl
about it", I @aid, "nobody has left this house, and if your
goldier has come in here to tell me there was somebody outb

in our garagn,lhe was there in the capacity of a thief, and
it is not the first time thieves were there'. I got into &
dramatic mood then and eaid, "My God, fancy a man coming

into this house and telling me he saw my ﬁeaﬁ.brnthﬂr Walking

around the back gardsn'. Ny brother Paﬁ@y was dead, bui
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the photograph was of Dan. The offiter then said, "I am
taking somé of these vhotographs with me." "ou can take
the lot of thew if you want them," I told him. He took one

or two and left the rest. : '

I said to the soldiers, "Are you Black and Tans?"
"o, we are scldiers," I was told. I said, "4s soldiers I
suppese you would not object to having a drink". I duly
adminigtered the drinks, and when the @rinka were given out
the D, M.P. man arrived from the p&rlour'in.ccmpany with the
officer. He proceeded to 1lift one of the empty glasses out
of which one of the soldiers had drunk and smelft it.
"That is good stulf", he said. "Tt is, by ---, but you are.
getting none of it", maid I. With that observation the
solﬁier&+cliéke& their heels, and T said to them, "Whatever
respect I have for soldiers, I loathe thﬂse peonlel, They
lelft the housé, and on their way out I éalled the officer
back and said, "Could I have a word with you?t". "You c¢an,
out here%, said he, I said, "I was going to ask you to
have & drink". "Jo, thanks", he gaid, He duly proceeded
on his way out. I said, "You see that lock on the door
and the panele are broken. I am going to get a hammer and
nails and try and secure the door for the night. I must
get to be&.ha@ause I have to get up Tor work in the morning.
The reason I am drawing your attention to it is that I don't
want your solﬁiers taking a shot at me wﬁen they hear me

using the hammer",

My mother had been tumbled out of bed and got weak and
I made a glass of punch Tor her. I lay down on the bed

but I eculd not sleep.

Next merning I got up and went out to have a wash in
the yard, to throw cold water on my face.  On looking

round I saw my brother, Dan, welking in from where he had

been stending at the end of the wall 2ll night. My mother
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had said to me shortly after the scldiﬁrs lef't the night
before, to go out to the back end see if he was still there,
but I said Fo her, "If I open that bac? door I'll be shot'.
My brother was shaking with cold after standing out at the
wall ail night. I made him a tumbler-of punch and he went
up to bed and slept soundly. He went'away that day over to
Flemings in Gardiner's Row. I do not knowt where he went to
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