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Statement of Henry S. Murray..
Part i.
Covering the period from the establishment of

the Irish Volunteers up to the release of the Irigh
prigoners from Frongoch Internmant Cemp in 1916.

Foreword.

In the following statement I have endeavoured to
keep closely to facts within my personal knowledge and
to refrain from 1ntroﬁn¢1ng mﬂttara.ot'whiph I hed some
knowledge but nﬁt sufficient to be satisfied that I had
all the faets. My astatement is largely concerned with
strietly military activities; the viewpoint is that of -
& man of junior fank who was content to carry out nrdﬂfa
given to him hWy superior officers in whom he had complets
confidence and truat.

When I joined the Irish Volunteers I hed no
particuler affilietions with any politicel party or
aaaociation with any cultural or social organia&tinn. I
had alwaye believed in my country's right to complete
independence and considered thet tha-axtent to whiech that
right could be secured depended on the emount of fores
that the men of tﬁa country were prepared fa exert.
Therefore I felt it & perfectly logical thing for me to
devote my energies to the military.aida of the movemsnt
for national independence when the -formation of the Irish
Volunteers provided the‘appartunity; I haaiunbroken

military service when I retired from the National Army in
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October, 1923 with the rank of Commendant.

Statement. " '

I was & member of the Irish ?hlunteers. I joined
that orgenisation in January, 1914 and was pnstad to
"A" Company, 4th Battalion, Dublin Brigade. I was 19 -
yeeras of age at the time end was amplurad-in-nublin as.
a commerciel clerk. I held the fallnwiﬁg ranks as

indiceted dufing my mamherahiﬁ of the Irish Volunteers.

Squad Commander - 1914
Section Commender - 1914/1915
- Company Adjutant - 1915
Second Lieutenant - 1915
Pirst Lieutenant - 1916
Company Captain - i?l?
3attalion Adjutant - 1918-1919

Battalion PTraining Officer -- 1920
Battalion Adjutant - ' 1922
 Coumendent ‘e 1923

The headguarters of "A" Compeny was & disused mill
premises at "Larkfield", Kimmage, Dublin, the property of
George Hohi& Count Plunkett. The premises Eonaistad of
two atoreys, the upper storey being used as & drill ﬁali
and the lower storey as & miniature rifle range.
Immediately adjoining these premises was a field suitable
for Company and Battalion drill and other out-door militery
exerciseas. '

In Jenuary, 1914, the Captain of "AY Compeny was
Esmon Ceannt who later in that year beceme Commandant of
the 4th Battalion and was executed by the British following
the Rising of Easter Week, 1916. Eemon Cesnnt waes
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succeeded as Captain of "A" Company by Seamus Murphy
who retained that appniqpment until the re-organisation
of the Irish Volunteers early in 1917. Seamus Murphy
also held the pogition of Adjutant ?f the Pourth Bﬂtt&lion:
I had no militery training previous to joining the
Irigh Volunteers and this was the case with the majority
of the .other members of "A"™ Company. Approximately 10%,
however, had some previocus knowledge of militery matters
asg ﬁast-mﬂmhera of the British Arnmy or members of the
Irish Citigen erx or Fianna ne hﬂireanﬁ, the lgtta: being
the national boy scout movement. The early training of
AW CGmpanf wes carried out under the supervision of & _
British Army Reservist N.C.0. who was paid, for his services.
This man waa competent to give instruction from current
British Army Manuals on squad, section, company and
battalion close and open orﬁer.drill with and without arms,
musketry, bgygn&t fighting, military ceremonial and
elementary tacties. He was called up for active qarﬂrica
with the British Army when the 1914-1918 war commenced end
was replaced by asnother ex-British Army N.C.0. with similar
quelifications who continued in fha employment of the Irish
Volunteers until November or December, 1914. -

The treining of "A" Company wes cerried out on each

_thdqr night between .the houra of 8 and 10 and was

supplemented by special classes for N.C.0's and officers
on other nights during the week and very frequently Sundays.

The training was specially raluabla.in;daveloiing ﬁiaﬂiplina.

Progreas was slow, however, and the Company had resched only
a fair state of efficiency by August, 1914 in close and open .
order drill, erms drill and bayonet fighting hgt remained
dacidadly wesk in muskafrr and elementary tacties
particularly tectics of the nature that hed to be brought

e



into operation during the situation that davelqp&d in
the period subsequent to the 1916 Riaing; This wesakness
was not due to any lack of enthusiesm but rather to lack
of the necessary appliances and the fact that practicelly
‘all the officers and the N.C.0's were without experience. -

The only treining meteriel st the disposal of "A"
Company ;ﬁring 1G14. conasisted of a number of dunmy rifles-
formed by fitting a iangth of metal gas tubing to a plece
of wood in the shapas of a8 rifle stock, an aiming rest, |
eiming cerds, & small number of .22 bore miniature rifles,
the property of the Battalion Headgquarters end individual
members, and a ;5 yerds miniature rifle range. A small
number of serviceable rifles, revolvers and pistols, the
pruparfr of individusl members,were frequently utiliged
for demonstration purpoges.

"A" Company, in common with &ll the other Compsnies
in the Fourth Battalion and the Dublin Brigade was
organiged in 4 sections each section consisting of 2 squads
formed on a residential basis in such manner as to
facilitate rapid mobhiliastion. Each squad was in charge
of & Squad-Commander and each section was in charge of & °
Section Commander or Sergeant. ﬁumhars l and 2 Sections
were in charge of a Eirst'nieuténant and numbers 3 and 4
Sections in charge of & Second Lieutenant. The Compeny
Staff consisted of the Compeny captain,gtha two Lisutenants
mentioned, a Company Adjutent and a Gomﬁanr Quarter-master
the two latter ranking es senior N.C.0's. Thig
organigation proved suitable and wes mainteined up to
July, 1921 with the addition during the period aﬁhaaquant

to the 1916 Rising of e Company Intelligence foiear also
ranking as a senior N.C.O0.

As & member of the Iriah ?bluntearafl paid s weekly

subgeription of threepanea towards the expenaes of "A"

Company. In addltian I paii for my own unlfbrm, equipment,
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boots, erms end emmunition. In my own case it did
‘not heppen to be necessary for the Company to advence
me money for these purposes but I sm aware that this
was done in many cases and the money reﬁaid in
ingtalments willingly and at appreciable personsl
-aanrifiaa; _

My uniform up-to December, 1915 conaisted uf\a
green tunic with blue facings and brasa buttons with
& harp design, gréﬁn breeches, grsen putteaa and a naﬁ
with & black gl&zﬂd pesak. My arma aansiatad of a

Lee-Bnfield maganina rifle, 100 rounds of .303 ammnnitinn
and bsyonet. My equipment consisted of a leather belt,
leather bandolier,. haversack, water-bottle, trench tool,
bayonet frog and whistle; in addition I carried a note-
book &and firat field dressing. In December, 1915 I wag
promoted from the rank of Cumpanr,kdjutunt to that of
Second Liasutenant. - I had then to provide at my own
expense a tupic of the nfficef pattern, a Sam-Brown belt
end a .380.revolver with 50 rounda of ammunition. I hed
held in succession the ranks af-Squad—Gaﬁmandar{ Section-
Commender, Company Adjutant until I was promoted to the
rank of Second Lieutenant and egein to First Lieutenant
of "A" Company early in 1916.

In the early months recruiting for tha Irisgh
?bluntaara was alnw; The recruits were, however, of &an
excellent type. There .waa no age limit but the majority
of tﬂa members weralhatuaan the ages of 19 and }5 and well
up to the general aversge in physique and intelligence.
The appeal of the Irish Volunteers was to the man who wag
giving thought to his country's aeffairs asnd a very high
proportion of the maﬁheré were or had been actively

agsociated with the more edvanced political and cultural



-

“»

organisations, e.g. the Gaelic Lesgue, Sinn Fein, the
G.A.A. and the Irish Republican Brotherhood. ﬁhﬂ
movement seemed to meke & special appeal to the best

class of traﬂas;nan; " the memhﬂrahipk of "A" Company was
largely comprised of tradesmen, commercial clerks end
aho.p aaaiatﬁ_.nté with a sprinkling of teachers, municipal
officers, -oivil sarra._nts and students.

 The training of "A" Company and the Fourth Battalion:
continued to ﬁa:l:a'_fa.ir Progress up to July, 1914. Gresater.
progreas could have been made 'mral it not for the falling
awa;,? of an apprecisble number of reeruits whose enthusiasm
was not sufficiently strong to overcome the monotony of
necesaary routine drill and other militery exercises.

4% this stage "A" Compeny had & nominal strength of 120
with parades averaging between 60 and 80. _

Following the intervention df the Irish Parliamen‘t-;arj'
Party in the affairs of the Irish Volunteers recruiting
increaased to a very considerable extent and wes further
very greatly accelerated by the events following the
landing of rifles at Howth in July, 1914.

"A"™ Company participated in the landing of the rifles
at Howth on Sundey the 26th July, 1914. The Company
agsgsembled at Croydon _Pafk, Feirview, on that Sundey morning
under the_mmand. of Eemon Cesnnt and I was present
as.rr;ring hra.versack,_haninliar,- water-bottle, belt and
rations for one mesal. The Company was quiclglsr paraded
with the remaining Compsnies of the Fourth Battslion and
the other Dublin City Bettalions and moved off on & forced
march by the main road to Howth. TA" Company peraded about
60 strong on the occasion and the members were not informed
of the real purpose before the event. The marching pace

set was severe but the Company arrived at the destination
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in good eondition. The landing and distribution of the
rifles at Howth was carried out expeditiously and ™A"
Company, as was the case with all the other units
participating, turnadlrnund for the return march to
Dublin immedistely esch member had received a rifle.

The march back to Dublin'waaea?an more severe than
the outwarﬂ.maich; there was no time for a‘meal, thé day
was seasonsebly warm and the riflea, though & welcome
burden, represented & substantial weight for inexperienced
men who had already oarried out a forced msarch.
Nevertheless "A" Company errived et the junction of the
Melshide Road with Fairview in good order and’ condition.
At this stage the march of the Irish Volunteera was .

stopped by e large party of Royal Irish Constabulary and

- British Military. ' On the Volunteers persisting shots

ware fired, there waa:auhaﬂqpanmlw5cnnaiderable confusion
and ranks were broken. In the course of this inecident one
member of "A" Company ﬁaa:wnundﬂﬂ, though not seriously,
eand there was a small number of minor 1njuriEa.' The
mamﬁaqé'of'“Lﬂ Compeny msde their way back to their homes
some with the rifles in their possession others after
arranging for the safe custody of the rifles with local
friends or sympsthisers. All the. rifles diatrihdtéd to
"4" Company at Howth were subsegquently sccounted for not
ona being 1uﬁt.

The rifleas landed at Howth in July, 1914 were 11 m.m.

Mauser single shot of 1866 pattern. They were heavy and

not to be compared with the current magazine rifle of
emaller bore but nevertheless they were & servicesble
weapon. The bullet was uncased lead and the charge wes
black powder. -

The incidents following the landing of the rifles
a8t Howth in July, 1914 particularly the shnoﬁing of
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civilians at Bachelor's Walk, Dublin, by & party of
British Military led to an immediste and substantial
incraaée in the flow of recruits to the Irish Volunteers.
The nominal roll ofﬁﬁﬂ“ Company .incressed by 50% to
between 150 and 200 at this stage. This process
continued on the outbreak of the Europeen War in

August, 1914 end the declaration of the leader of the
Irish Parliamentary'Earty asaéeiating Ireland with the
cause of Greet Britaein and her Allies aegainst Germany
eand Austria.

The immediste result of thelﬁaclaration made by the
leader of the Irish Paerliamentary Perty so far as the
rank and file of "A" Company was concerned wss intense
dissatisfaction. On the one hand members who had
agaociations or gympathies with the advanced political
and cultural movements strongly objected to the assoeciation
with Great Britain's cause and regarded the Buropesan war.
as an appurtunity to secure the independence of Irelend
by force of arms. On the o;hér hand those who agreed
with the leader of the Irish Perliementary Party,and they
formed glmajnritr;cﬂnsiderad that gha Party should he_
supported even to the extent of members Joining the British
Army for service in Prance or elsewhere oversesas. This
dissatisfaction was general and culminated in the split
when nomineeg of the Irigh Parliementary Party serving on
the Provisional Committee of the Irish Volunteers were
dismissed end set up a rival organisation eelled the Irish
Netional Volunteers. This new bady.appaalad for support
and in consequence the nominal roll of "AW Company dropped
to 40 with an averag&.parude strength of between 25 and 30.

It qaa'aﬁ this stagé that "A™ Company commenced to

become an efficient military unit. The officers were no
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longer burdened w{th the handling of a large body af-
men many of wﬁdm wera strangers to them and for the first
time felt that they had the full confidence of the men.
In conasequence thé officers were accepted by the men as
lesadera in a.moveﬂﬂnt that had a serious purpose and
personal aaaoclatians were formed whieh ware invalusable
to affieianqy and egprit de corps.

~In Septamhar, 1914 ™A" Compsny was complstely )
ra-organiaad.' Tﬁa officers were Seamus Hnrphr (Captain)
T.D. O'Brien (lst.Lieutenant) snd Henry Nichols (2nd
Lieutenant) and pnsaaaaad uniforms end serviceable
revolvera. Lbout one -half of the N.C.O. 'a and men
possesaed unifhrms and were armed with "Howth™ rifles
(11 m.m. Meuser), .303 Lee-Enfield or Lea-m;;‘r‘g’ revolvers
or ahot-guna¢ £11 officers, N.C.0.'s and men possessed
equipment conaisting of belt, smmunition'pouchas-or

bandoliers, water-bottles, haversacks and & first field

. dresaaing.

From Saptamhar, 1914 onwards slow but steady pragreas
was made by "Anr Gnmpanr in treining, organisation,
recruiting, armamant an; equipment notwithstanding the .
fact that the Irish Volunteer Movement continued to be
unpopular, even despised, at times, by the great majority
of the publioc. rﬁe result of this attitude on the part
of the public was to draw the officers, N.C.0.'s and men
closer togbther and to ensure that only the best quality
recruit offered fu} aervice. During 1915 thiq steady
prngresa.was.maintginaﬁ and the feeling of confidence in’
the military effectivencss of the Irish Volunteers as &
whole and of the Fourth Battalion in particular captinuaﬂ.
to grow amongst thé members of WA™ ﬂumﬁﬁny. - it iha time _
of the 0'Donovan-Rossa funerai in Lugust, 1915 thn::;;;f#
of the Irigh Volunteers in the Dublin ares was excellent

SRR T
H e
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and the attitude of the general publie, though not
actively sympathetic, was no longer severely hostile.

Arms and equipment cant_inued.-;}:b__ﬁe geathered by
nA" Company during this period the nec@ssary funda being
found primarily from the members' own subscriptions, and
the proceeds of goose~clubs, an occasional Aireadhsascht
end grents: from Hesdquarters. Arms end equipment in
smell quentities 'éiare“ purcha.asd_.- from British soldiers
home on iBﬂIG from the European war or who had access to
barracks' stores and "A" Company shered in this spoil.

All available sources of supply were tapped ineluding
gun-smiths, private owners, second-hand shops, commercial
explosive dumps and no opportunity to obtain srma and -
equipment was neglected.

So far as ﬁy_nnn personsl knowledge goes the Head-
quarters' officers connected with the mistribﬁtinn of srms
purchased abroad to the various Companies were The O'Rehilly,
Michael Staines aﬁd M. W. O'Reilly. My function waa.ﬁaraly
fu collect arms {éevalvara on each ocaaéian} from these
officers at Hﬁ.z,fnunson Street and bring them to "Larkfield”.
I was instrueted to resist if interfhréﬁ with by the pﬁlica
but it was not neceassry to carry out these instructions
a8 beyond being followed by ﬂ.etactimé, obviously as routine
;uty,na other action was teken.

Training wes.intensified during this period. The
officers' clsases were re-organised and special claases
for recruits, signallers and engineers were eatablighed.
Rifle and revolver mérkﬂmanahip-nﬂa.&ncnuraéed by the
holding of ﬂompe£;tinns. The import&nn& of the N.C.0. was
recognised by providing specisl parades for all the N.C.0.'s
of the four Dublin Bat?alions which were held in Cemden Row

each Saturdsy afternoon and at which there was an average
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aﬁtandanca of 100 to 150. These parades were in charge
of Eimear O'Duffy who hed been & member of the Officers' '
Training_cnrps;attachad'to Trinity College, Dublin,and
who possessed a firat clasa knowledge of Company ,Section
and Squqﬂ close-order and open-order drill. I acted ﬁa'
Adjutant to Mr. O"Duffy on these occasions and the
keeness, affiuian;r and soldierly appearance of these
N.C.0.'s made a lasting impression on me.

There waa-gréater concentration during this period
on field exercises both by day gnd night. 4s the officers
grew more experisnced -iha-ir exercisey rsr&w more realistic
but there was no specialisation in Street fighting
aiarcisesu In fact the only exercise of this nature that
had a bearing on the actual events of the 1916 Rising so
far as "A" Company was concerned was & march through the
area garriaaned#hy the Fourth Battalion presumably with‘
the objeet of fmniliariaing the officers with the
geography of the areas. To the best of my recollection,

33 years after the event,this march tﬁuk place 9 or 6 weeks
prior to the Rising.. The officers, N.C.0.'s and men were,
however, lectured on street fighting and there were
demonstrations as to the uge of‘&xpibqiies.

Tréining, organiging, the gathering of arms and
‘equipment -continued without abetement until April, 1916. \
A Battalion Staff was organiged and tﬁa consequent vaceancies
in the officer lists in the various Companies were filled
by election wh{ch,pt that time, was the ay;tem for promotion,
the promotions in all’gaaea'heing subject én ratification
by General Headquarters. The general fbaliné of the
officers and men wes one of expectency and their éerd&a
was very high. "™A" Company was visited very frequently

by Bamon Ceannt, its first Captain, and then Commendent of
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the Fourth Battalion,and sabout ﬁpweqk previous to the IQFE
Riging he sddresséd the Company informing the members
that at any time they might be called out on'aﬂt;ve
serviée and exhorting thaﬁ to be ready to enswer any call
m&de on them;. short 61 announcing the actual date and
plan for the Rising Eamon Ceannt foreeast that event in
the courase qf thig aﬁdraaé. Patriék Pearse alsgo vigited
the Company frequgntlr but never add{eaaa& the members as
& body; his quiet reserved gentle y&t_purpoaaful menner
very greatly impréasad the mﬂmhérs. -Williem Pesarss
sumﬂtimea-ﬁcccmpanied his brother but so fer sas I caﬁl&
see m&ade no particular impra&sion4 Searr MeDermott algo
paid the Company an occasional visit and though he was &
complete stranger to me asnd to many of my comrades in "A®
Company he impreaqed me,.as.I am certain he did them, ﬁa
an outstanding pagaonaﬁity ingpiring extreme respect snd
devotion. Cathal Brugha, as Vice«Commsndant of the Fourth
Battelion,was frequently present at psrades of "A" Company
8nd at that stage it was obvious to me thet he was &
fearless fighter end a hard hater of everything British
but that he 4id not possesa the psrsongl qualifias-that
1napirad_ﬁhs_raspapt and regard shown ;n Patrick Pearage,
Eamon cengnt, Sean’ McDermott end Con. Colbert.

I became a member of the Teeling Circle of the Irish
Republican Brotherhood in Hbvembef or December, 1915. I
was sapproached by Eamon Ceannt & few WBEKE.PPS?iﬂuﬂlf who
informed me that he ssaumed that I underatood that th&
Irish Volunteers m%ght et any time have to face & serious
glitustion and thattit might be necegsary to &&rry on the
. organigation underground. He stated that it wes
congidered desirable, therefore, to invite officers end

men who were fegarQad 83 dependable to become members of
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the Secret orgenisation. Eamon Ceannt enquired if I

had.dnr conscientious seruples in the matter and on my

.replying that I had not he invited me to sttend at his

private reaidﬂncé where I waa sworn in by him and
ingtructed to attend the next meating of the Teeling
Circle which met once monthly at tﬁe Dublin Typogrephical
Society's premiaéa in Lower Gardiner Street, Dublin.

' Bulmer Hobson wes Chairmen of the Teeling Circle

end with one exception the meetings which I'attended wers
routine affairs ai which nothing of note 6ccurred. The
exception was. the last meeting prior to the Easter -Week
Riging, 1916. At that maéting the Chairmen made = apeech
to the ‘members,of which there were about 20 present ,in the
eourse of which he indicated that a crisis was approsaching
and that there was every likelihood of &sn armed conflict
with the British.. The Cheirmen spoke in general terms
and gave no ﬁarti¢ulars of any plans; _in ghort his remarks
were in the nature of an "alert" and were taken very
seriously by those present. I did not report back to the
Irish Republicen Brotherhood efter the Eaater, 1916
Insurreection takiﬁg the view, 8s did many of my comrades,
thet having regerd to the proclemation of the Irish
Republic on that occeaion there was no longer any neceasity
for a secret oeth bound Society.

During Holy Week, 1916 the final preparsations were
made to meet the crisis which by that time a1l members of
mEn cnﬁp&ny and the 4th Battalion were quita satiagfied was
imminegt. It was during this week tha£ I first saw hand
grenades prapared. These were prepered hr meﬁhara of the
Fourth Battalian at "Larkiialdﬂ Rimmaga by packing & amall
meat or tomato can with ‘motor “cycle ball-bearings using
galign;te as the explosive and ingerting & fuse. which could -

‘be ignited by a match. I sew sbout 50 of these grenades

prepared and they were by no means the formidable weapon -
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that may appear from the description I have given. In

fact they were crude, dangerous to handle and qf

quEBtionahla velue except possibly for demoralisation

purgca&a.given suitable circumstances which did not arise.
On the eve of the 1916 Rising the strength, equipment

and armement of "A" Company was as fullnwa:-

Strength.

Captain: Seemus Murphy.

lst Lieutenant: Henry S. Murrsy.

2nd Lieutenant: Seean O'Byrne.

Company Adjutaqt..

4 Section Commenders.

‘8 Squad Commanders.

40 Volunteers
56 Total.

Equipment. _ _
ipproximﬁtely 50% possessed uniform s praviously
deacriﬁad._ All é?ssesaad equipment as previoualy

. deaériba¢‘ '

] Serviceable Ravpi?afs and Ammunition.

15 .303 serviceable rifles of warious petterns and
ammunition.

20 11 m.m. Meuser (Howth) rifles end smmunition.
6 single bore'ahot-guﬁs.

Note: There wereat léﬂst.jﬂ rounds of amﬁnnitinn available

for each of these weapons.

At that time the officer personnel of the Fourth
Battaliun was &3 followa:-

Bﬂ$tﬂllﬂn staff.

L

Commandant: Eamon Cesnnt.

Vice-Commandant: Cathal Brughs.



U

' 'B" Company.

- 15 -

Adjutent: Seamus Murphy

(8lso Captain of "A™ Company)

Quartermester: Jemes Kenny.

Agaistent Quertermaster: FPhilip Cosgrave.

Staff Officera: T. D. D.‘Erien.
H. Nicholleg.
-Sean MeGlynn.
Gersld F. Murray.
“Wilaéy" Byrne.

) Gerret Byrne.
"A"_Gompany.

Captain: Seamus Murphy.

First Lieutenant: Hﬂﬁrr S. Murray.

Second Lieutenant: Sean O'Byrne.

L

Captain: George Irvine.
First Lieutenant: W. T. Cosgrave.

Second Lieutenant: W. Corrigan.

"C" Company.
Captain: Thomas MacCarthy.

First Lieutenant: P. Egan.

Second Lieutenant: C. 0'Grady. .

1':Dn-l clﬂm E EE -
Captaein: Douglas ffrench-Mallen.

Firast Ltautanant.jfansaph MeGrath.

Second Lieutenanty Lism O'Brien.

"E" Company.
Captain: Patrick H. Pearse.

Pirst Lieutenant: Liam Clsarke.

Second Lieutenant: M. Boland.
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Captain: Con. Colbert.
Firat Lieutenant: Christopher Byrne.
Second Lieutenant: L. Murtagh.

"E™ Company, 4th Battalion was regarded as a
Hgadqua:rters' Company only nominslly attached to the

- Fourth Battalion. The Captain of this Company was '

P, H. Pearse and the Company formed part of the G.F.O.
Garrison during Easter Week, 1916.

I am unable to give the nominal strength of each
of thé remaining Companies of the Fourth Battalion on
the eve of the Rising nor am I in a position to give
perticulérs of the armement end equipment possessed by
these Companies but generally 'tha particuleras whicﬁ I
heve given for "A" Compeny could be regarded sa a fair
average. )

In response to the general Grﬁﬁis that had been

'1ssued I proceeded on Easter Sundwﬂto report to Battalion

Headquarters at "Larkfieldm™ Kim.uiage. I had previously
raad Eoin Meill's statement in that day's issue of the .
"Sunday Ind&p&nd&nt" but decided to carry on pending
ingtructions frq:r!_mr Company Captain. On my wa;.n: II met &
large number of members of the Fourth Battalion many of .
whom were confused and uncertsin as to the action that they

should teke; it was obvious tha:t all were conﬁncad that

- m&iaia of some nature had arisen but thers was no hint

from anyone that I met of divided councils at Hesdquerters.

' Shortly before reaching "Larkfield" I was accosted hy

David Sears, & young Volunteer attached to "C" Company,
Fourth Bettalion, who, in a state of greet szitation,

plaa&gd with me and those accompanying me to return haome
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at once and aweit orders; this plea was impressive as

David Seers was the son of Williem Sears. then proprietor

.of the "Enniscorthy Bcho" and a man who was active in

advanced ﬁaliiieal pireles. Nevertheless I proceeded to
"Larkfield" and after ﬁnme delsy received = message from
my Company Captain (Seamus Murphy) to the effect that
the parade fixed for that day hed been cancgllei and that
there were no further instructions. ‘

‘At about 9 o'clock in the morning of Baster Monday

' 1916 my Company Captain, Sesmus Murphy, called at my

residence and.ingtructed me to mobilise numbers 1 and 2
Sections of ™A" Company for which I was responsible and
parade them st “Lﬁrkfielﬁ“ Eimmage at 10 o'elock on the
same morning.. He told me that the situstion waa.seriaus
but gava me no indieation that active service was imminent.
I duly reported at "Larkfield"™ and was. instructed by
Seamua Murphy to return tu my home and bring back the
Uumpanr flag. This flag was presented to ™A™ Company by -
Patrick Pearse in the previous September as the winner of
& competition for the best equipped end best irainad Section
which was open to the Irish Volunteers end Irish Citizen

Army; the fl&g was réubv&r&i after.the Rising and is st

present in the National Museum, Dublin, together with
Photographs of the winning Section of which I was in
command.

On my return with the flag to "Larkfield™ I reported
and was nrd&red by Seamus Murphy to remain in "Larkfield™
until noon, collect all Volunteers who might report up to
that hour end proceed without delay to rejoin "A" Company
at Bmerald Square, Dolphin's Barn. I left."Larkfiela" at

noon accompanied by 6 Volunteers on bicycles and at
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Emmet Bridge, Harold's Cross heard rifig fire from the
direction of Portobello Bridge. This was the firast
intimation I received thateI was on active service.

Beyond extending my perty I took no particulér precautions
and proceeded to Bmersld Square where I arrived at about
12.15 p.m. On errivsl I found that the Fourth Battalion,
including ™A" Company had left end that a very hostile
crowd of civilians had gethered. These civilisns
subjected my parfy to considerable verbal abuse in the
course of which the direction teken by the Fourth Battalion

' was revealed and on following this direction I arrived at

Marrowbone Lene Distilléry premisea just ss the occupstion
was sbout to be completed and the main gate closed.
Seemus MﬁrPhF wes the officer in charge and he had allocated
verious positions to his commend which consisted at that
time of approximately 50 officers and men and 20 members
of Cumann-na-mBan. -

It wes notsble from the celerity with which Seamus
Murphy's orders were carried out that the lectures on
gtreet fighting had not been without effect; communications
between the vearious positions in the building were very
quiekly esteblished and protected, where necessary. A
subst&ntiél regerve supply of weter was callectad, the exits
barricaded and gusasrds posted, all within a short time;
ammunition and equipment wers distributed by the Batpaliun

Quartermaster where required and arrangements for cooking

- meals completed.

On reporting to Seamus Murphy I was detailed by him
to take charge of 19 men placed in the malting loft and
edjacent passages. Beyond orders to keep eny enemy

movements under observation end to return fire if fired upon

-y
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I received nq-p&rticular orders from Sesmug Murphy &t
this stage but he informed me that the South Dublin Union -

had been occupied by Eamon Ceannt and that movement by

-the enemy nnlmy immediate front in that direction was

posaible. -During_tha afternoon of Easter Mondey and on
the following dey my position wasngubjeaﬁed to desultory
rifle fire from the direction of Rialto.Briﬂge where a

small body of British troops was. located; this fire was
returned but as the British troops were under good cover
on thé far side of the canal bank nesr Rislto Bridege the

result could not be observed. ' The Volunteers reacted

| very well to this first experience of rifle fire and sfter

the initisl nervous excitement had digsipated carried uyt

'their orders coolly and maintsined perfect discipline.

There was one casuslty in conzsequence of these exchanges .
of rifle fire a Volunteer receiving a head wound which did
not, however, prove to be of a serious nature.

Bgyondltha desultory rifle fire mentioned Mondsy and
Tuesdey pessed without incident except that it was found
necessary in order to avoid fire in congequence of
spontaneous combustion to provide a working party to keep
the malting barley turned. On Wednesdsy and Thufsday
British troops opened rifle fire on Marrowbone Lane
Distillery from & numbér of positions and sniping inecressed
though without effect axceﬁt on the nerves of the
Volunteers very meny of whom were forced to remain inective.
In the course of these activities two British soldiers were
killed in the immediste vicinity and & night patrol was
forced to retire aftef a short exchsnge of fire. No
attempt at & serious aséault on Marrowbone Lane Disﬁiilery
was made by the British et any staege of the Rising nor did
the British use artillery.
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Early in Easta? Week, 1916 the adjacent posts &at
Roe's Distillery and ﬁatkina-ﬁrawery were evacuated by
the units of the Fourth Battalion detailed to occupy
these positions. The unit holding Watkins Brewery under
Con. Colbert reported in & body to Seemus Murphy et
Marrowbone Lane Distillery and many members of the garrison
at Roe's Distillery reported 1hdividually. The garrison
at Marrowbone Lane Distillery ﬁaa-furtheé sugmented by
the arri#él of many individuals from diffbrent Pnits who
hﬁd failed to report on Easter Mondsy morning for wverious
valid reasons and at the time of the surrender.on the

following Sundey the strength of the gerrison was as follows:

Battalion Staff: 3
YA" Compeny: 25
"B" Company: 4
NC™ Company: 43
" D Compeny: " ' 8
TP Company: _30
Cumann-ne-mBan: . éj
FPianns:

"C" Co. 3rd Battalion:
‘Irish c'itimn Army: 1
Potal: 145
fExéapt for occesional aniping on both sides ﬁrid&y

and Saturday passed quietly. Several attempts were made
by Seamus Murphy to establish communicstion with Esmon
Ceannt at the South Dublin Union &eeking orders but thase.
efforts fai;ed; flag signalling proved ineffective end
runners failed to get through. The officers of the
garrison notably Con. Colbert and Juéeph McGrath were

extremely ﬁiss&tiafied with this situption end et & meeting

with Seamus Murphy at which I and all the other officers

-
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of the Garrison were present which took place on

Friﬁny evening it was ﬁaéidﬂﬁ that the members of the
Garrison would move out on the following Sunday failing

the receipt of urdars-tu'the contrary. The intention

wes that the Garrison éhuulﬂ fight its way to the South
Dublin ﬂhiaﬁ or other poats. This intention had not

been put into operation when information was received by
Seamus Murphy of the genersl surrender. On Sundey morning
Bsmon Ceannt accompsnied by & British Officer in uniform
heading the surviving members of the South Dublin Union
Garrison arrived .at Marrowbone Lane Distillery and the
garrison of the letter post under Seasmus Murphy falling in
behind the whole body proceeded to Patriok's Park. On
afrival et Patrick's Park the members of the South Dublin
Union end Marrowbone Lane.Distillar? Garrisons formed into
line and' acting under Eamon Ceannt's order laid down their
erme and divested themselves of all equipment. The members
of the Marrowbone Lane Distillery Garrison in particuler
were deeply humiliated; the opportunity nf using the arms
and equipment which had been obtained at so much parsunal
secrifice to the same aztant as the members of other
garrisons had beey denied to them and they could nnt
understand the neeaaaiir'for surrender. But beyond the
displsy of some emotion there were no incidents and
&iscipling was maintained. Shortly after this leying down |
of arms and equipment the membera of the two garrisons
eacartéd by heavily armed British troops were marched off ags
prisoners to the tyen Richmond Barracks. During this march
there was every indicstion of the strongest hostility to the .
prisoners on the part of the ceilviliansg who lined the route
but I gsaw no a71dﬂnéa of improper conduct towards the

-

prisoners by British soldiers.
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Richmond Barracks was merely a collection centre for
prisoners and there was. gross over-crowding and other
digabilities for the prisoners which were inevitable in
the circumstances. The main body of the prisoners were
despondent but the leaders, notably Eamon Ceannt, Major
MeBride and Con. Colbert were resigned and aheérful, their
invariable enswer to the natursl questioning of the men as
to their fate being thet "they will probably shoot us and
let you fellows off with a few months in jail or internment
for the duration of the war". Eamon Ceasnnt in particular
urged the men in m} IPresence to look to the future and not
to regerd the collapse of the Rising as the end but rsather
as the .commencement of a fresh and fetter effort; at the
seme time he expressed his personal view that the surrender
was & migteke and that he would have preferred to continue
the fight. This attitude of Bamon Ceannt and the gallant
cheerful bearing of Con. Colbert impressed the men and an
air of quiet date;minatinn rapidly succeeded the previous
general ﬁasﬁondanmy.

From Richmond Barracks I wes deported to England end
incarcerated in Knutsford Military Prison and leter interned
in Frongoch Interﬁm&nt Camp, North Wales. The treatment
of the prisoners so far as my experience went was not unduly
harsh and though thara_were hardships these were not gresater
than could reasonsbly be expected in the circumstences. I
saw no evidence of the brutal treastment of eny Irish
prisoners. |

Frongoch Internment Cemp became in & gense an Irish
Military College; those prisoners who had acquired military
knnwledga or possessed knowledge of military value warﬂ‘ |
organised to impeart thia knowledge to others; frienaahipa

and assoclations were eatahliahai which pruveﬁ invaluable in
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the later struggle and above all thera was built up an

egsprit de corps without which the later gtruggle could not

Q} i

heve succeeded. B
I waa-relea#aﬁ from Frongoch Internment Cemp in
September, 1916 and returned to Dublin.

-Fnllowing iq.tha distribution of the officer
personnel sand members of the various Companies of the
Fourth Bettalion (with the exception of "E" Company) emong
the verious garrfﬂnns held during the 1916 Rising.

- Marrowbone Lane ﬁistillerz,

Ceptain Seamus Murphy (Battelion Adjutant and
. . Captain "A" Company).
Captain Cun.:cqlbert (Ceptain "F' Company).
Csptain J. Kenny (Bsttalion Quartermester).
Lieutenant P. Cosgrave (Assistent Bqttal%cn Querter-

master).

ﬁﬁ]

lst Liautenaht H. S. Murray. "Av Company.

2nd Lieutenant S. O'Byrne. A" Company.

o

lst Lieutenant J. MeGrath. "D" -Company .
lst Lieutenant C. O'Byrne.  "F" Company.

N.C.0.'s and men.

TA" Company 23.
"B" Company : 4
"C" Company 43
"D Gompany | 7

"B Company 28

QOther unita.

Fienna Rireann i
"C™ Company Third 1
= Battﬁlionn_
" Irish Citizen Army 1
A

Cwnannena-mBén 23

Grand Total 145
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South Dublin Union.

Commandant Bemon Ceannt (Battelion Commandant)

Viee-Commandant C. Brughe (Battalion Vice-Commendant)

Lieutenant Seen MeGlynn (Staff)

Lieutenant G. F. Murrey (Staff)

.Lieutenant W. Byrne (staff)

Captain George Irvine (Captain "B"™ Compeny)

Ceptein D. ffrench-Mullen (Captein "D" Compsany)

lst Lieutenant W. T. Cosgreve "B" Company.
2nd Lieutenant W. Corrigan "B" Company.
2nd Lieutenant L. O'Brien "D" Company.
N.C.0.'s and men.
"A™ Company 11
"B" Company 19
"o Company 22
“DHLCcmp&nyl 11
Nt Compsany 2

Grand Totel: 13

Roe's Digtillery.’

lst Lieutenant P. Egan "C™ Company.

Eﬁi Lieutenant C. 0'Grady "C" Company.
" N.C.0.'s and men.

16

Grand Total: 18

General Fost 0ffics.

N.C.0.'s and men.
A" Company | T2
"B" Company 2
"C! Company 2
"D" Company 1
Company 4

!I‘I'Fﬂ

¥

Total: 11



AP

o)
b 4

o |;_|

-

A)

>

- 25 -

College of SurgeéngL

Lieutenant H. Hichclla-[Batfalinn stafrf)
Total: - 1

Four Cdourta.

Lieutenant L. Murtegh ("F" Company)

N.C.0.'s and men

"D Compeny 4
" Company
Totel: 12

Grand Total

thrawhonﬂ Lanes:

- Officers, N.C.0.'s and men 115

women 23
" Pianna 7 145
South Dublin Union ' 75
Roe's Distillery 18(2)
General Post Office 11
College of Surgeons : 1
Four Courts ' 12

L3

262{1)

Notes: (1) The officers, N.C.0.'s and men of "E" Company
4th Battelion which Company was posted to the
G.P.0. Garrigon are not included in the sbove
totel, nor is Lieutensnt Gerrett Byrne,
B&ﬁt&licp Staff who was employed on & gpecisal
migsion under orders from Commandant Eamon
Ceannt the precise nature of which I em not awafe.

{E}'Raa'a-niétillery wes evacuated e;rlj in Easter
Weel end & number of members of the Garrison
made their way as individuals to Merrowbone Lane
Distillery and are included in the figure for

the latter posf.
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The members of Fianna Bireann attached to Marrowbone
Lane Distillery were uged as runners by Sesmus Hh;phy but
I am nnf in & position to state if they were fully

effective. I ¢an gay, however, that communications

- were established with the garrison in Jacob's Factory.

I heve aiready recorded thet. attempts to establish
communicaetions with the South Dublin Union ffnm Thursday
onwards were unaggcaasful.

The 23 members of the Cumann-ne-iBen detailed tﬁ
Marrowbone Lsane Distillaré were. in charge of Vice-
cﬁmmandant Miss Rose MacNamara assisted by Quartermaster
Miss Marcelle Coasgrave. Beyond assiating at cooking for
the gerrison, ettending to & small number of slight
cagusltiea and carrying messages the services of these
women were not required.  Their beheviour in the trying
circumstances wasa excsllént and they earned the respect
and admiration of their male comredes for their coolness,
discipline and eagerness to render service.

On Eaater Tuesdsay yhrrawhung~Lane Distillery was
vigited by twﬁ_Paasinniat priesgsts from Mt. Argus who hesrd
Confessions and this action was very greatly sappreciated
by the members of the Garrison. ‘

Part II of my ststement covering the reriod from the
ralegsa of the Irish Prigoners from Frongoch to the signing
of the Treaty with Grest Britain in December, 1931 will

follow.
P R

Signed.

"GUREAU OF MILITARY HISTORY 1913-21%
BURO STAIRE MILEATA 1913-21
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