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I had been in Italy before 1914 and I was teaching

&ﬂ,ﬁﬁdﬁv“% o there f’f' I married an Italian lady who is now frasidant

»ﬁ‘”*”%“ﬁz;f

the ﬁfﬁ*;%pj Wm"“’w’:‘ ~of the Organisation for thﬁ.bisgaraad and the 'Brisnmra.

. ¢ ‘4 ;:jment out to teach gad #ly wife is. in the Fur Trade. I
Lmuﬂ}ir}ﬂh &EZEH '

it 1550 Yzﬁ‘rwas ta.-.:mhing privately am inﬂthe schools. My wife
o POV Yt sl

o S
R i WWW continued her business:{” We came over now to see if we
A W - - :

oA f/‘j’ —_ - B~
‘V‘M could promote a general trade with Ireland. While we
o v and eapadic
' M beaen able to glve o_rda:':-s for a considerable quantity

L

of wool material, it is questionable whether we will be

. ars . Lbe ileos, .
W“ rp i LR SR Y
able @o pay for it as there 1is na,t:ra&a agreement between

T

_“I._re_lgni and Italy as exists between Irelend and France. -

I was appointed by Mr. Blythe as a Consular and

Commercial Agent in Italy for the Irish Republic in 1919,

‘ Lo : e gy R
I put up a plea to that sffect and 1t was promoted.

BRI L e i e L LR
el Slana

We carried out a great propagande for Ire in

Italy through articles published in different newspapers,
| f

for example in 'Voce Republicana' and in'_' Catholic paper§
. and other papers - sometimes even the pz:innipal papers

: T - ki Laadily Y e L o
. such as ‘Cnrrie[aﬂ;ffa Sara',/?ﬂ ela o commercial papers

f'&ﬂ‘ﬂ-—a
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_amﬁ;\w&h shaow ed thart' England, who was

L
[}

pretending to be a oivilised country, was simply

LN PP
assassinating a civilised oountry like Irelanl. Michael
|

y
L]

Collins used to write to me every week rannunt-ii:g the

' i
British attrocities ih Irelam and we made this the

o

. i
material of our propaganda. This propaganda created

such '‘a fury against England that Lloyd George, who was
f ~ ,

spending a holiday: in Gwitzerlaml, had to fly out of

. .

the country as he was threatened by the Swiss railwayuﬂn'.l

At that time I also got letters,from various :
| o gfots st AR S,
o e SR P ey
sympathisers, which I hops I have got still. Everyocne
) ! I '
abroad felt that if Irelamd continued her struggle_and

L

. remained united there would be no difficulty in gettiné

a Republiec. In fact "The Stampa™ of Turin had an

article to that effect. rAt‘a later date on account of

one of these propaganda articles, especially supported

by the Republicens of Italy, I was arrested when King

L

George passed through Genoa and was detained in a prison

-

’ . L]
there for five days. Mussolinl dismissed the Chief of

the Police for life for having arrested me . At thaﬁ

stage Mussolini was anti-English.

/The
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The Irish methods of" maist_.iﬁg a strong Empire were

' 80 much admired iah:,rnaﬂ‘ that a man ocalled Strickland, who

was a cousln of the Covernor of Malt.ai and related to many -
pn:imi_nan_t. English families and also to Irish families
through his g‘ran&mother', and who was interested in '

» .

. promoting the inde pandence ‘nf India, advncatad the use of

si.milar mﬂthcds 111 India. In faat- hva advised me, 111 a

letter,ﬁ to enntinua the resistance - nat the J.I'iﬁh people

FM&LW

should féﬁﬁ_{inuﬂ their resi stance and that England would

” zmwgmm
evantually have to yield. 7 e

Lyra * Ve Blucks dfat i 2He oot

v, oo : :
-The young Irish priests {n Italy,who were sent out to

 pod ichieA oo, Y #m‘ | |

be mis_sipnsrs ahmaﬂ‘,l,were also great patriota.' They used

- -

to say thair Masses in a Ghu.ruh in Bobhio where a great
’LMMW

Irish saint, St. Columbano, dled. St Golumbannfﬁraa a -

’ m'-d’-
+ propagator of the Faith in Eabbiu/.‘“il“t'ﬂ ) tc.l Bobbiu

by the Irish -Guvernmeﬁt'_ at the time. I used to acoccompany

. these priests around in my gépiacity as representative of.

# - : J I .- ) ! )
Ireland in Italy. The Bishop of Bobblo amd Péacenza

*

invitaﬂ me to aaa_nmpan:.r thesm prieats an&_ they always spoke

patrintiaally of Irelam and were listened to hy theIt.aliana

A, MW
with ent‘.husiaam % - d{ay Mmﬁ«;{ arbapiese

/On
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On the ocoasion of the Beatification of Oliver @

o P /920 : ,
' Plunkatt Sean T. 0'Kelly came to ana ‘as .foiaial

Representative and I was sent down by Collins to assist him

in any way I could. At the Grand Hutsl the;.r held aMM

- axtraurﬂinarg mse ting and a ceilidhﬂ. . hﬂra waa a great
ﬂ"ﬂo@M Memjz:,ﬁ’,ﬁ a toofvf, damgy & fM.amh,.AwMu%ﬁW)

reception and banquet at whioh the English protested because

of the advarse criticism Englanﬂ. received there. The o .

L Gl
' \ M(% ;{MM -
English were highly of fended.  Art D'Br;agl was also there.
g .
When De Valeras entered Parllament and %90K the Oath

T tordo .
'kj:é-vmy brother was shot at Du.blin'\ - I protested in the

o | /2
Ital an papars & ar the shnotin uaa pﬂnple who kiited

. who . N
or/were suppos ed to hava%rﬁy brother. I B?EJEM
. | | fMWMMnMU

m:n s
protest to the 1mpnrtant Italian papers,
/Lt-ﬁw‘ﬂm

T~ sons.aline adhannd, hrontf Lt The
mmw,ml nek; Hebarhit whemor b el

m W%Mllanﬁm .

| sy o T gomt s bl lothmer o vh damecienie

o _ My hroth.sr. William Hales, who is living at Upten, gu»’ﬂd.
' Wnﬁ _g,?sgf,;{ﬂ;‘muvf

near Cork, ‘has written a very beaeudiful and interesting \

his tory of the ni'smg‘ in Sewth Cork. This histprE b8 not, |

been published: My ‘urothar refused a pension bwt he was ,
. anfamwm
. ome of the first promotars fof the Rising in West Cork
T Ppidat vy’

SN fd e ndh Al et :
higself. He woeked fwith Tom EarrwﬁE’ eamav&?. later .«
W,& mbz o gerdoadlesd pustil, whe- vf‘zd"f-ww[ fi
Aﬁﬂ?“w “od m ke Dprd "'*"3 7t /Tom M?

pod Sl %ﬁmmﬁﬂw
MWMW/&%=W~*/XM T S
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- Tom Barry's book :i.a fant.aatiu a {f-h;// men whu
- L worked and didr all the right.ing are hardljr montionsd at all.

-

Tom Barry caeme in for the.last nine months. His book is

-

unreliable in the details. My brother has written too about

Bromge f},ﬁ/m

the .ancie nt hist.nr:.r of Banann,W f"""‘”“gﬁ’

e ’

- I am from Bandon. We came very &arlj'. er %urafathers

" i M—-ﬂn—r d'le.
came with the Grumwallians and land was alven to hd:m—- He-

q-m,‘” Mﬁw ‘4“
married a catholiec anﬂ returna& t.he land t‘.n the pe ople

sprd Gk K lemslomd] .

Other f.qrbase_m's—; married cathalins and were in consequence

L
+

hnycotf.gd severely h'y the protestants. A graat-laﬂm_: of mine
{ +

was thrown off her horse by protestants on the hunting field.

. I have still distant relatives who are L:mtast.ants;'bqi; tlLey

are, pa triotio. Ope of these relat:l'ves is living in
Connsmara. I ﬂ‘iaitad her muen‘bljr. Sha is prepariﬁg to
get marrled anﬂ_‘ her -wedding clothes are of Irish design anl

x
mgnufa cture.

ST WV{-
brathar William is rali ious,,and scorupulo
Mﬁ‘ﬁ&“"g{ MF ’ "‘""r}:"("'"‘:hh/f g 4 infia nf armo T ac N

. He took part in the Struggle. Ha_r was

at the battle of Grnsaharry with my brother Sean.

m fﬁ:ﬂkﬁ' »wmffr*‘ o g

belisve my brother Tam was in an Engliah prison at the time

, }.’zn/ ' ‘ | little
Saan had a gun at Groﬂabarrg wnich».waa almost like afjg.n;’nnn,.
rl-f-n-\. T}Hre
W ”‘%’ £ _
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. S : ] d - :
- There was another man there with_@illiaqu;’;;dayf whnw

L

f ' . .
playﬂ?’the pipes during the battle. I wrote an article in:

_ the "Southern Star™ because a man who was presemt - a Mr.

Kelleher - gave me all the details of that battle. The
o : '
date of the publication of this article was about August, '

1938. The Irish hed only 99 men and the English had, I
| mwﬁ*:w

believe, over 1,000. 1 think Berry made s mistake; he had

LR g )l it ey, o

- not foresight., The English made a mistake too hecauaa t.hay

e il of
left one side open to the Irish whioh they used to make their

retraat. \

About thres or four months baforﬂ the Truaalhg ware

i

reque sted hy an Italia.n Gensral %o acmhip&py him down to

Rome to the Military Department. Tho man who came over

first was a Mr. G'Shaa, I think. 0'Shea had gone over to
E nca to lzmjr arms _%uuummiasiomﬂ to do 80 by Gollinﬁ.

He was merely a massangsr. I think he lives in Dublin but

al

' ‘ ' . »
- I 'de not know his cghristian name. He was sent by Michael

N e L AT LY

Collins te—leeie—for crms in Italy. It. was/about m

%‘/ur house in P{nocknaaurra was burned down by the Blaﬂk
WY ety .
and Tans. 0'Shea_had beanqin England pravinu&ly. I think

h'sal used to play football there. Another man was also sent

out from Cork called Leahy. They both ceme for arms.

. -
o

/I
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- . I approached the ltalian General who accompanied
N ’ 17

to Hnms for ths arma far at that timﬂ contect would be

diffioult.

We could-get as meny rifles as we wished - up to 100,000.

These rifles were Italian rifles which had been used in the

* \
' previous war; they were in good oconditlon and only required

oleaning. We cuﬁlﬁ_alao get ammunition. There was some
_talk as to what ammunition would fit these rifles. Things

were in such a pcsition in Ireland that we uoulﬁ not gt

s ¥

. i ﬁuiﬂklg in touch with 1t. E‘D'Shaa had hsed returned to
h~Ji#A#fiE:f% : , : T : .
wblin, m
’ 4;; Ireland to report tc Collins ragarding the position and I
;ft&m:-lisa@ z:’i{;,' _ .
'RMM S L S I ;ep

did not hear anything further tha%—he—aaﬂ&&HEQt arms. I

wﬂﬂ@u
g iy
e 'fﬁv baliava the Truca ¢ame on shortly after this,. Ehaqa ‘

rifles were not remgved. However, the British Consul-

General mu?t have been told by some one that 1 had hidden

these arms in Genoa. He was informed,by his Intelligence
. foicagfbhat the guns were in Genoca awaitling shipment.

~ Thét was not true hebaﬁaa they were in Rome: _they were ncﬁ

[} . ‘ - #
Vo -

.. ' paid 'for and were never called fcr. My sister apokse- to
Gollins then who sald the money would present no hiff;culty
at all, . He mﬂnﬁianﬂd-bha sum of £10,000 whick she thought
would be sent 1mmediat&ly{ Hb‘munag'waa sent and they

7 Jjwere

v B §
\ .= .
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o

ware never removed.
F

"My opinion is that the arrangements %o Iﬁrouura the
» larms may have been to bluff England, as df the Lrish were

fully ammed they could hold out 1lnnger and kill most of the

o S

: British soldiers here. 'thé idea of getting the amrms, I
!

telieve, would be to influence Englamd to come to terms with

7 Ireland. Collins may also, have had the ldea of trying to

=

get in Ulster. Ulster would come {n if there was @& final

: ' 46 -
settlement. There would have been difficulty in shipping

L]

these arms to Iraland.m'ﬁﬁ-: the British got the .

knuv;ladga of them was extraordlinary. 1The wife of this .

Briti sh conaul was J.rish and she reported it to the Irish
q,,.,,( /p”_—s. It was incredible hows they got this knnwladga.
- . ’ 1 ) &
A bargaln wes m:'act,iaallr made with the It.alian .:.g;mmnt. -
The se arma were the prupert.y of the Government’ aad naturall:,r
: G Loa
1 L PresesEd
the Government did not want to appear. in tie matter. St.ill

the Italian Government was gqulte wiiling to ghre the arms.

- aloo
! Musaalini cartainly was willing to halp Ireland in a;

ay
ka& %?ﬁwmﬂdﬂﬂﬁwm }‘W"’ A?‘"‘

The Gnvernmnt simply waited for the ﬂnal move to be made

'ﬂ'ﬁa price whieh, I balj.ave, was nominal and very small.

/1
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I qut:e. a letter to Mr. Costello. congratulating

A A
him on ﬂaclaring the Republic /but L did not ‘recsive an

MD"’"‘LM""”“‘”“"“’{ ?MWM 'jw&MM

in Itely and I mntiansd ﬁm
JW %WM“ r

. quastd.na—o-t-.u?—nnm He made no remark then as he was
;f“‘f(;aking his .ﬂaparrture P‘ﬂa’ ’b‘q‘f/& ’ W -
Sten’ |

%—mz: i’, My brother was a great frieni of Seén uanEnin_. My
il % /ﬁmvw

C"ﬁiﬂfﬁ Pt < brother, Tom, wrotse—to Mr. HauBridaM?%M' -
W”‘% A agrz : : :
ﬂ;‘ﬁlﬂ p—»?wﬁ”"‘ ”J?”/I was aurpriﬂaﬂ they did not try to procure the
el P : | *
_ "g"E . ﬁmﬂ‘"" arms. It may have been a bluff on the part of Mick
/???*:;-ﬁwf- p_é . - ; |
yﬁ Collins to bring about the Truce and they may have 'ﬁaap
trying to get some erms into their pusseaéion in order to
featise tna Truce at-e-later-date.
: AN o
: When T was in prison in Italy the Russians publisked
" a strcu;g rebuke to the Italian Governmnt fnr'l:_la;ving' ’
arrested me.’ At that time the Russlans we'ra very
) favourable to Irelend. That would be about 1922 or 1923.
bl
MM/ ok R
- I had,,a lot of papers, hut. during the last War at’ tﬁ.«
. e * Forvey
invasion of Italy I fear meny of them gnt a8t T’Edi’ but
' W o ) ' S
I will lock up apy® letters (I have. -"\.\
- _. . | \
. ',"I . )



I brought with me to show rnuf the coredentials ssnt

me by Hr De Valera dated lst. Dansmlnr, 1822, appointing

cqm"t'ﬂ to the Republic. At that time, of course, I

] - - *

followed De Valera bscause I thought he was true to the

Repuhlin? If the "Split" had not come’ between the
; ) ' o

parties in lrelaml they ocould have achieved the Republic.
I oconsidered it a great calamity elthough I don't 1like to

take sides with either party asione of my brptharswen:h with

!

De  Valera and th&;'thai went with %W@FEMW : :

m a&%é’m

A%f..-ﬂ p,w%«, te . /“TWM
fam oamﬂ,@{am ypar”

Heartod ;" Ww y/ W@«LJJM
%Wﬂnﬁ A deoma Wﬂfﬂ, -
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Statement of Mr. Donal Hales,

Via Monte Zovetto, B - 5

GEIIDB.I

Italy.

(Address while in Ireland: Knocknacurra, Bandon, Coc. Cork.)

I had been in Italy before 1914 and I was teaching
there. As I had publicly,in an Italian__schaol, advised the
‘ Italian pecople not to take part in the war 1914 - 1918, I
was sumoned before the Judge in Genoa. After the said war,
many Italians, especlially some ship owners, came and affirmed
that 1 had advised ﬁhem right and thatItaly would have become
a very rich country if they had remained out of the war and

left others decide their own quarrel by themselves.

I married an Ttalian lady who is now President of the
Organisation for the Dispersed and the Prisoners. I went
out to teach there. My wife v'-gs in the Fur Trade. I wasg
teaching privately and in the schools. My wife continued her
business in the Fur Trade. Two of my young sons fought for
Italy in the late war. We came over to see if we could
promote a general trade with Ireland. Whilé an Itallian
importer and exporter has been able to give orders for a
considerable quantity of wool material, it is questionable
whe ther he will be able to get permission to export the dollars
or pounds from the ITtalian Government to ﬁay for it as there is
no trade agreemen; between Irelaml and Ttaly as exists between .

Treland ani France.

I was appointed by Mr. Blythe as a Consular and Commercial
. Eotlins mkorMnsr

Rg j Agent 111 I*t.eu.g fgfmthe Irish‘_gapubllﬂzf&ﬂ}m&l : Wf
'#wﬁw

. . Both on my house
%’M&-
door and offiece door I had placed a bronze plate on which was

/inseribed
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inscribed "Consul of the Irish Republic™ and Lgente

Consclare Commerciale della Republicax, Irlandese™.

We carried out a great propaganﬁa for Ireland in Italy
through articles published in different newspapers, for
axample in "Voce Republicama" apd in Cetholic papers "Il
Cittvadino” of Genoa, "Il Cittadino™ of Brescia, "Glornale
Commerciale" "Il Mond D' of Rome and other papers - sometimes
evern the principal papers such as "Corriere della Sera",

"La Stampa" of Turin, "Il Popolo d'Italia™, Mussolini's paper,
and also commercial papers. We showed that England, who was
pretending to be a civilised counyry, was simply assaasinatingw
the inhabitants of aicivilised and feivilising country like
Treland. ©ichael. Collins used o write to me every week
recounting the British atrocities in Ireland and we made this
the material of our propaganda. His private letters almost
always had enclosed Irish propagandalmaterial. This
propaganda created such a fury against Englerm that Lloyd
George, who was spending a holiday in Switzerland, had to fly
out of the country as he was threatened by the Swiss railway-

men.

At that time I also got letters from various sympathisers
which I hope I have got still in spite of the destruction
caused by Angle-smerican bombs in the recent war. Everyone’
abroad felt that if Irelanﬁ-cnntinuaﬁ her struggle and
remained united there would be no difficulty in getting a
Republic. In fact, "The Stampa™ of Turin had an article to
that effect. At a later date on account of one of these
propagandea articles, especially supported by the Republicans
of Italy, I was arrested when?King Gedrge passed through Genoa
and was detained in a prison there for five days. Mussolini

/dismissed
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dismissed the Chief of Police for life for having arrested
me. At that stage Mussolini was anti-English. |

The Irish methods of resisting a strong Empire were S0

| Lin Wollis

much admired abroad that a mﬁrlcalleddstriqklanﬂ, who was a
cousin of the Governor of Malta amd related to many prominent
English families and also to Irish families through his
grandmother, and who wag interested in promoting the
indepemience of India, advocated the use of Bimiiar methods in
India. In fact, he advised me, in a letter, to persuade the
Irish Republicans to continue the resistance - tc the effect
that the Irish people should, on no account, give in and
continue their resistance and that England would eventually
have to yield. | He puﬂlished,amﬂng other anti-British books,

"The Black Spot in the East".

Tha-youngiIrish priests im Italy, who were sent_out to
be missioners abroad and sﬁuﬁied at Genoa in Via Fassola,
were also great patriots. They used toc say their first.MEss
in a church in Bobbio where Q great Irish saint, St. Columbano,
died. St. cnlumhanq, thirteen centuries ago, was a
propagator of the Faith in ﬁubhio where sculpture, music and
farming were taught and practised by Irish, French and Italian
menks . I was sent to Bobbio by the Irish Government at the
time. T used to accompany these prieata-arnunﬂ in my
caﬁacity és representative of Irelapd in Italy. The Bishop
of Bobbio énﬁ Piacenza invited me %o accompany these priestis
and they always spoke patriotically of Ireland and were
listened to by the Italians with enthusiasm, who to-day are
proud to call themselves "Children of Erin" and "ficcoli

Irlandesi®.

On the ocecasion of the Beatification af Oliver Plunkett

in May, 1920, Sean T. 0'Kelly came to Rome as Official
/Representative
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Representative and I was sent down by Collins to assist nim
in any way I could. At the Grand Hotel they held an
extraordinary meeting and a ceilidhe. Sedn T. 0'Kelly,
besides others who spoke in English, spoke in Irish amidst
great applause. An ecclesiastic, whom I took to be & Bishop,

sang a patriotic song, and was enthusiastically cheered.

" There was a great recaptiﬁn and banquet at which the English

protested because of the adverse criticism Enzland received
there. The English were highly offended. Art O!'Brien, who
provided me both from London and France with much propaganda

material, was also there.

When De Valera entered the DAil and took tle Oath I was
disappointed.. When my brother was shot at Dublin I protested
in the Ttalian papers over the shooting of those people who in

some way, indirectly, were believed to lave caused the death
of my brother, or who were supposed to have helped the men who

fired at him. I sent a-protest to the important Italian
papers s- it was published in the leading Itallen paper - "Il
Corriere della Sera” - condemning the act; stating that the
man shot, who was a trus Irish Republican at heart, would be
the first to condemn it himself, if he were alive; besides,
the men in prison were his friemds. My femily at

Knocknacurra gave a public statement in the same ssnse.

My brother, Wiliilam Hales, who is living at Upton, Curra,
near Cork, has written a very scrupulously impartial, exactly
correct and interésting history of the Rising in Cork. This
history has not been published as the writer stated he waited
until the Irish Republic should be declared before doing so.
My brother, William, refused a pension, although he was one
of the first promoters and most active workers of the Rising
in West Cork himself. Tt was he who, with only an unloaded
pistol, went on board an English cargo boat on the Bandon

river above Kinsale, and obliged the Captain to hand him over

_ / what
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what arms he, the Ccaptain, had on board his ship. He

took part in the fight with om Barry who had been a Corporal
: e tho. 1915 = T IE tumA~

in the British Army, and who came in mueh later; in fact, only

about the last nipne months of the West Cork fighting.

. Tom Barry's book is fantastic as the real hard,
patriotic WEB£ Cork fighters, who had begun the work even
several months before 1916, afrirm,and in it the men who
WkaEﬂ and did all the fighting are hardly mentioned at all.
Tom Harry came in for the last nine months. His book is
unreliable in the details.. My brother has written too about
tﬁa ancient hiétnry of Bandon, called formerly Urangs Eandog

town.

T am from Bandon. We came very early to this. country.
My forefathers came with the Cromwellians and, land was given
to them. One of them married a Catholic and another

returned all the land to the people and went back to England.
wage

B
drother forbeary married Catholica and;fh econseguence boyco tied

severely by the Protestants. A great-aunt of mine was
thrown off hef horse by Protestants on the hunting field.

I have still distant relatives who are Protastants, but they
are truly patriotic. One of these relatives is teaching in
Connemara. I wisited her recently in Eandcn town, She is
preparing to get married and her wedding clothes are of Irish

design and manufacture.

My brother, William, is a religious man and scrupulously
exact as to historic facts. He is for a Republic for the
whole of Ireland, even if compelled to take up arms to
accomplish it. He took part in the Struggle. He was at

) %,_R_,.-—"J ypwd
the battle of Crossbarry with my brothersSeang™ 1 believe my
brother, Tom, who had been dreadfully tortured by the brutal
English soldiery in their attempt to extract information from

/him
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him, was in an Epg)lish prison at the time. Seén had a big
gun at Crossbarry which was almost like a little cannon, and
which, as one of the prinecipal participants in the battle
afterwards stated, ::-,heerad~th,em up in the fight, as long as
they heard it thundering against the English lorries on the:
road. There was another man there with my brothers, William,
Sa-ﬁﬁ and Bob, that day, who kept playiz}g the pipes during .
the battle. T wrote an articleﬁ?the "Southern Star"
because s man who was present - a Mr. Kellehér - gave me all
the details of that battle. The date of the publication of
this artlcle was about August, 1938. ~ The.Irish had only

; doweaffrm /57,
99 men and the English had, T believe, over 1,000. 1 think
Barry made a mistake in the efrrﬁngeme nt of his men; be had
not foresight, but his men, every one of whom had military
genius, made up for the mistake, doing éxactly the right
thing at the right time_. The English made a mistake too
because they left one side. open to the Irish which the latter

adroitly made uge of to make their retreat.

m/j’m&,{;,«yﬁw*‘

MM-Abﬂut three or four manﬁhs_gefore the Truce messengers

g,zﬁwﬁg’ E;Mcam from Ireland to Italy.for arms. We were requested by

ot
an Italian General to accompany him down to,Rome to the

Military Lepartment . The man who came over Pirst was a Mr.
0'Shea, I think. 0©O'Shea had gone over to France to buy
arms, being commissioned to do so by Collins. He failed to
get them there. He was merely a messenger. I ﬂliﬂk he
lives in vublin but I do not know his Christian name. He
was sent b; Michael .Gollins to get in touch with me for
acquiring arms in l“ba}.y.. It was jﬁst about a wesk or so
before our house in Knocknacurra was burned down by the
Black and Tans. 0'Shea told me he had been living in

sngland previously. I think he used to play football there.

/Another



(e @ ' 7 A N
oy

-7

#7& ﬂmm'*‘fuf-‘*“w ' K
Fﬂu&ﬁ?ﬁkﬂhjﬂﬂ&ﬁnather man was also sent out from Cork called Leahy. They
AL . e _ —_— .
;:;ﬁﬁgﬁt:mza"ﬂﬁboth came for arms.

ey Bist s

el .

4$ﬁ%ﬂfﬂ;iﬁj;$fihﬁ” L approached the Ltalian General who accompanied me to
A i f{l'u-f . ’/RF’ ;_r#.-ﬂ- -

W%Mﬂ ;ARC-EB for the arms for at that time contact would be diffieculct.
) Diath - |

In raet, through the good offices of the General we tound we
had no difficulty in getting the guns. We coula get as many
rifles as we wished - up to 100,000. These rifles were ILtalian
rifles which had been used in the previous war; they were in
good condition and only required cleaning. We could also get
ammunition. The re w;s some talk a3 to what ammunition would
fit these rifles. Things were in such a position in lrelam
that we could not get guickly in touch with it. 0'Shea had
returnéa to Ireland to report to Collins regarding the position
and I 4id not hear anything further about sending the ams.
Just on his return te Dublin many raids and burﬁings, effected
by the Black and Tans, took place in the city which may have
been the reason why I could not have any news from him or from
lichael Collins for some time after. I believe thé Truce came
on shortly after this. These rifles were not removed.
However, the British Consul-Gensral must have been told by some
one that I had hidden these arms in Cenoca. He was informed |
probably by his Intelligence Officer that the guns were in
Genoa awalting shipment. That was not true because they were
in Rome: they“wére not paid for and were never called for.

My sister spoke to Coilins then who said the monsy would
present ﬁn difficulty at all. Hﬁ-mantinned the sum of
£10,000 which she thought would be sent immediately. No money

was sent and they were never removed.

¥y opinion is that the arrangements to procure the arms
may have been to bluff ZIngland. If the Irish were fully
armed they could hold out longer and kill most of the British

/soldiers
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scldiers here. The ides of getting the arms, I believe,

would be to influence England to come to terms with Ireland.

Collins may also have had the idea of trying to get in Ulster.

Ulster would come in if there was a final settlement. Thers
would have been some difficulty in shipping these arms to
Ireland. How the British got the knowledge of them was
extraordinary. The wife of this Eritish Consul was Irish and
she reported it to the Irish clerical students in Via Fassola,
Genoa, who, in turn; reported to ma. It was incredible how
they got this knowledge. A bargain wﬁa practically made with
the Ttalian officials. These arms were the property of the
Govermment but néturally the Government did not want to aprear
at all in the matter for reassons easily to be understood. Still
the ITtalien Government was quite willing to give the arms,
Mhssoliﬁi also aertaiﬁly was willing to help Ireland in every
way. He always gave hospitality to my articles in his paper,
"Il Popolo d'Italia™ before becoming head of the Government.
The Governmsnt simply waited for the finsl move to be made.

The price, I believe, was nominsl ﬁnd very small.

T wrote & letter to Mr. Costello coﬁgr&tul&ting him on
declaring the Republic which he answerad courteously, but I did
not receive an answer to-a second letter .in which I gave an
account of the important events relating to the period I had
been working for the Irish Républic in Ttaly and I mentioned
the matter sbout the arms. I saw him for a faw minutes during
one of my recent visits to Dublin. He made nﬁ remark then,as

he was just making his departure, only that he had got my letter

My brother, Sedn, was a gréat. friend of Sean MacEoin.
When my brother, Sedn, burned Lord Bandon's Castle for the
burning-down of our house, Lord Bandon made him a present of a
fips stick as a mark of his gratitude and esteem, for Seén's
conduct towards him and for saving his life. I think big

Seé&n MacEoin is now in possession of that stick.
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My brother, Tom, knows Mr. MacBride well, I think.

I was surprised they did not try to procurse the arms.
It may have been a bluff on the part of Mick Collins to bring
about the Truce and they may have been trying to get some arms
into their possession in order to bring about the Truce and get

good terms.

When I was in prison in Italy the Russians published a
strong rebuke to the Italian Government for having arrested me.
At that time the Russians were very favourable to Irelamnd.

That would be about 1982 or 1923,

I bad and have still a lot of papers relating to our
propaganda in Italy but during the last war,at the invasion-of
Italy, I fear some of them got dastroFEﬂ’through the
aiaplac@mﬂnt of the air éausad bf'the boﬁhs, but I will look

up 21l the letters and papers I have.

I brought with me to show you the credentials sent me by .
Mr, De Valera dated 1lst December, 1922, appointing me
Représentant Diplomatique et Consolaire. At that tiﬁe, of
course, I followed De Valera because I thought he was true to
the Republic. In fact, the credenﬁiala bore the signature:

"Eamon de Valers

President et Ministre des Affaires Etrangeres
Fait a Dublin ce 1, Decembre

L'an de Notre Seigneur 1922"

Headed: "Gouvernement de la Republique- -Irlandaise™.

If the "Split" had not come between the parties in Ireland
they could have achieved the Republic. I conéiiared it a
great calamity although I don't like to take sides with either
barty as cone of my brothers ﬁeﬁt with De Valera and the other

Swent:
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went with the Treaty party, both firmly believing ‘that,
through the steps they had taken, the :E‘i.nal- comple te
independence of their country would be achieved, i.e. The

Irish Hepublic.

iiow, looking back, it seems strange that a man signing
himself President and Minister of Bxternsl Affairs of =

Republic in an important public document, should have been

~content to remain, during the fifteen years of hig long term

of office, Prime Minister of a partiomed Free State.

Date : é 05&4,/5"% M#?

Witness _%WM M
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