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, . On Saturday evening, 6th December 1915, a meeting was called

for 8t. Gﬂﬂrgﬂ'ﬁ Hall, Westminster  Bridge Road, London, for the
purpoaa of maugurating the Irish Volunteers aupporting the Home Riile
Bill championed by J.E. Redmnnﬂ, the leader of the Irish Party in
the House of Gnmjma. The Cheirman of the meeting, Mr. 'Liam McCarthy
introduced 00;1. Arthur Lynch of Boer War fame. Colonsel Lyncf; made: &
sie{shing epeech, in parallel to Meagher's speech qf the sword,calling
i% his speech of the gun. In his oration he exhorted all Irishmen
to ;I:ipk:'up 'with the new volunteers that had just formed in Dublin.

., At the conclusion of the meeting over 100 men had given their

names to become members and it is significent to note: that members

- of the Geelic League and G.A.A. took positions of oreice. 1

remember Joseph O'Leary taking office of tressurer and others on the
commi t tee.

For monthe after thie St. George's Hell and the roof. thereof

- resounded with the drilling of men, we being fortunate in having men

who wara drill-instruetnrﬂ in the British Army putting us through
m:::; paces. One instructor in particular, a Sgt. Major of the Irish
Gua,z:da.-,- broke bourds every Saturday night from Wellington Barrecks
m;ahsist in making soldiers of us; his name was O'Connor and he was

afterwards killed in the war.

/' Time swiftly flew past and the Volunteer Split in Dublin
immediately had effect in London (South). We were at that time 250

atx: «» War had brcken out and the Volunteers of North Londcn lost

their drill hall (the Gaman Gymnasium) while we still retained
our‘ﬂ.&. (8t. George's Hall).

: We had a small but determined band of Irish-Irelanders in
ﬁnu"th' London who, when the split took place, immediately grabbed
i .
controll of Hall, money, equipment and anything of value in regard

of our progress.: 0f course, all our instructors left, with one
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e?:éaption (0'Connor of the Irish Guards, who was at heart a good
Irishman in the patriotic: mense). Having reorganised ourselves,
Hr. Joe Cassidy was appninted Comnandant, anﬂ a good one he was.
Eamtm Tierney, another young man who had only Jjust come into the
mpvamant like myself, was an earnest worker whose auqnmplishm&nts
wa::e far-reaching; he later became a kind of connecting link
h?;étlween Roger Casement in Germany and ourselves. The brothers
D;L:ear:r,r (Josapﬁ and David) were also trojans in their endeavours
to enlist men into the ranks of the Irish Volunteers as we now

dasi gnat%ﬂ ourselves.
# 1

[
Time passing toward the close of 1915 left us & band of about

60 men and we hed a great route march from Clapham to Merton - a |
&1?5‘:;3110& of 5 miles, with a small pipers' band leading us. The
Ltinﬂnﬁem locked upon ué a8 a body of men who would soen be
fijglilting for England (little did they know). On arriving af
Me_lrtun we marched on to the football field bf the Thomas Davis
Glub (G.a.4A.) and went through all the evolutions of military
dré.ning including bayonet attacks end counter attacks. (There
must have been many thousands of mglisi't kKilled in our minds eye
at;tlhe end of that day). Michael Collins, Matt and Joe Furlong,
_thé, Noonans end Johnnie O'Connor belonged to the North London:

d i
Volunteers.

'
p o

14t a ceill held at Fulham I first made acquaintance with Joe
Good' who afterwards Joined in with us.. Conscription was in the
air. How were we to circumvent i%? We ftried all plans and excuset
to ’_&-irnid ite It brought us to our momentous meeting in the last

yuaé"}c?of 1915 or the first week of 1916.

s + :
 .Before proceeding, I must make meptinn of men prominent and
ath%a:*wisa whom I came into contact with. First, Larry Ginnell,
whn': c:gftan came to advise and cheer us to the goal before us. He
we regardaﬂ as one of the ‘greatest of Irishmen of those timaa :in
Lonﬂnn, Joe and Martin Cassidy who gave of their best and suffered

big-business losses 11‘1, _f:her cauee; Liam McCarthy, alWEl:fEl willing
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and' wishing to preside. af any meeting of Irish in London and always
ﬁhé3first with a big subscription to obtain armes or information, or

anﬁthing of value to the cause.

! Coming now to the meeting in Jen. 1916, at St. George's Hall,,
Epécially convened for ma&bers and their friends. I was posted at
theiﬁnar with rifle and bayonet fixed and instructed not to allﬂwl
a étranger in; consequently the main discussions were beyond my

kno#iedga, but an incident took place which had a far-reaching
eff%&t upcon the use of the Hall. A man whom I did not know
appgﬂached to enter and I naturally challenged him and denied him
entﬁénne* He told me hiis name was Lynch and a friend of ﬁartin
Roddy who was in at the meeting. I sent in word snd Roddy did not
knﬂp him. He made an attempt to enter and I thrust the bayonet at
hiséchest and was detsrmin;ﬂ to use it if he persisted. BSeeing- this
he ?qtired from the place and waited outside. I afterwards learned
tha} he was & Secret Service man and was the cause of Larry Ginnell'
arr?ét. He was at one time a pupil of Richmond St. Schools. A&t
the' close of the meeting I was called in and told the result of it.
It was decided that all single men were to go Dublin and eweit the
Day;?it being left to ourselves to decide when to travel, Michael

.' ' ..
cnl}ins, Jos Caseidy and Joe O'Leary assisting us with our fares &c.

| ‘At the meeting I met for the first time Dave Begley and Jimmy
| :
Riley and we three: settled on going to Dublin on the night of 10th

Janl',on the 9th Jan. I went to David O'Leary's house and he gave nme
{ ‘ '

& rifle for myself and a rifle to give to Tom Clarke, a tobacconist
b - S

in G¥. Britsin S84%. Dublin. Now for the turning point in my lifew.

I wﬁs not yet 21 years of age and was never out of London (except

N II :
on a poliday} in my life. My mother was born in Kerry and had never

. 8een Ireland since she was 4 years of age. My father (who died befc

i .
I wasi 14 years old) was born in London of Irish parents, and I was

o .
born in Dockhsad, a rough eand ready gquarter of Lunﬂﬂn. I Enew
I

ncthing of Ireland except in a hazy kind of a way until I joined
|
the G—ﬁelic League. ©So, in'a sense, I ads::-pted Iralanﬂ as my own

cnuntry until it adoPteﬂ me at Easter 1916,
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5 I met Dave Begley and Jimmy Riley at Euston Btatiﬂn at 8 Deile
on 101;}1 Jan. and we travelled to North Wall. via Holyhead. I had
my z!.ifles with me, one taken asunder and packed in a large pori-
mantesu, the other hanging under my long overcoat amd I had to
atan:;l ';the ';vhola distance from London to Dublin. My companions had
salﬂ}?n.‘ tickets and got to bed on board, while I stayed on deck
thrﬁﬁgﬁm that stormy night, stretching myself occasionally on & big
box aigéinst the deck rails. The train and boat was packed with
solﬂi"enﬂ' coming to Ireland and I felt that everyone knew I was
akippin;g the country. -I managed to get sefe and sound to L.&N.W.R.
Station, North Wall, withﬂut arousing suspicion., I had feelings ot
fear while walking along the North Wall to O'Comnell Bridge as
there grppaarad. to me to be a very big policeman every 20 yds. along
that r:i:rud:az and I had never seen such big men in uniform before;
with.t@e:poss;ble exception of the City of London Police, the

D.M.P. 'were & body of biggest men I hed seen.
{

'd Connell Bridge Dave Begley made inguiries of the where- |
abouts. af Seville Plece to which we were directed. He had a
cousin qf] his, Dan Begley, lodging at Mrs. Tallon's, 16 Whitworth
Row. A:E!',.ter- making ourselves known to Mrs. Tallonr we were invited

e
in, An amusing incident took place; one knock was given at the

- door whan we arrived at Eb.LIE and Mrs. T. came to the door with

a penny Anﬂ a few crusts of bread +to give to the caller, as she
explaa.md that one knock at thﬂ door was usually a beggar‘a knock,
she thou,ght she was anﬂwering a beggar, as we undocubtedly were,
but not in ua’nject pmrert:,r. ' We craved hospitality and received it
right rnyglly. Only one of us could get accommodation at No. 16

o -

and Dave tayaﬁ with his cﬂuﬁin, while Jimmy Riley and myself
were intrqduce:i to Mrs. Merriman of 14 Lr. Oriel 8t. who gave us &
bedroom. .l : 1 |

&nd now for my business with Tom Clarke. I eventually
located thé 'It.c:‘baccmiat's ghop in Great Britain St. and told the
girl in the éhop that I wiehed to spesk to Mr. Clarke. I saw him

a minute ur‘ g0 later and explainaﬂ that I had hrought a rifle tc

o
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t@ him to give to whﬁmEVBr-Ha_wished and thet Mr. 0'Leary had.
sent it. I don't wonder that he wss suspicious of me With my
s%ﬂﬂng cockney aaegnﬁ. He did not know anything about rifles or
a%y-mr. O'Leary and I was told to take myself and my rifle away
t# h... from him. (He thought I was a tout and was trying to
w%l# him into troubled).- I was in a quandary. What was I %o do «
w%tp1tha rifle? Joseph O'Leary had told me where the vplunteer'tT
H.Q. was, 80 I ambled along and got a postman to direct me to
H&.}B Dawson St Unlgning into thﬁ:hall of flo. ? I saw a slab on
th;:flnor with words to the effect "Remember Bacheler's Walk',
a:%qmindar slso of the Hoﬁth gun-running exploit. The genseral
cf?£¢9eaituate& on tha‘ist floor had only an cfficelbuﬁ in
at%énﬂanna when I called, and oﬁ explaining my mission he
éuééasteﬁ_l should bring in the rifle asnd leave it at the office:
soithat it would get into the right hénds. I told him also of
myirécaptiﬂn frum Tom Clarke. He qmiied ﬁﬁ me and told me to get
anqt#er accent and I'd be more successful in fubture. I brought
fn&the rifle the next day. I met Dan Begley that evening &t Mrs.
Tail;n's anﬁ asked him what were we to de about gettiing in fHouch
wiﬁh:a Volunteer Coy. He stated he would bring me into the best
coﬁb%ny in Dublin end in my opinion he did, as after events
prn#g& it to be so. The Coy. was E/Coy. II Battn. Dublin Brigade.
Daniﬁreught us to Capt. Tom Weafer who examinsed our Volunteer:
carh& and told us to come to, the Father Kathew Park the next
WEd%BEdEH evening, 19th Jan. Capt. fnm Veafer was a tall,
enﬂ#gétic men, 8 gmall ﬂqu moustache, and certainly a popular man
Wit]:i‘}. his company; his enthusiasm was unbounding and he infused

it intc his Coy. so0 much so, that 1f a test WEE.put-tﬂ it at that
timé it would have proved to be the beet Coy. in the Dublin Bde.
nﬂﬁ:nﬁly in its equipmént but also in its zeal. Bﬁt, coming back
to ﬁy%alf anﬂ.my two companions (refugees, by those in sympathy
witri_ us, and flyboys, by those against us) our first night with
the boy. came as a surprise. to us, by the coad mile failte we
récﬁ&%ad from officers ﬁnd men. I quickly struck acguaintance:

with my section commander No. 1 Section, Jim Lawless, and several



] ! 5 .
i .
' yawtha who seemed to take us under their wings, so to speak. We

werﬁ invited the following Sunday night to their club-roem in
Lei%ﬁt&r Ave. and any evening we had nothing to do, go there and
enij ourselves. ,wefwant to the club and nearly every fellow we
_ngjqaemad familiar to us, reason being that tlisy also belonged to
the{ﬂnﬁ Voluntesr Coy. The club was the St. Laurence 0'Toole
Gaeiic Athletic aésociation Club- which have since made a name
aac&nﬂ 0 none in the Gaelic Athletic arens. What those youths
did: for their club in athletic cireles they also did for EVbﬂw-
in Fha greater game. I guickly realiaad that it was an honour to
beléng %o both Coy. and club. The club had also s pipers' band
camﬁosed of its members who, when the time arriveﬁ, laid aside the

pipes and took up the rifle in the sterner times.

! Excﬁsas must be made for me when I wander in’ this relating of
ﬂact; and events that have happanad around me. I got better known
at HL. 2 Dawson St. after Michaal Collins and a number of other
wellknnwn Landon—lriah came to Dublin-during that first month o?
1915L: It was at No. 2 that Dave Begley and Jimmy Riley made
acquaintance of some Fienna scouts, namely, Theo Fitzgarald, Harny
ﬁhlpcla, Lao Murrey and Louls Marie, who brought us to the
.Gnunteﬂa Markievicz's house in Leinster Road, Rathminﬂs. The
Gounteas gave us a welcome to chma to the house any tima we wished
and we.tank advantage of this invitation. At this_time things were
bad with us, funds were running low and no prospects of a job. It
had.éaan decided that whoever got a job would help to support the
cthefs. The Gnuntaaé, heering of our plight, offered us a cottage
that %he had in the Three Rock Mauntain, 80 we had only to forage
for. ﬂﬂﬂd. e did not immadlataly teke advantage of this offer as
I had%got a job in Maguire and Gatchells, Dawson St. through
aﬂwicFJgivan to me hy'Saap McGarry of Bdiswsn's, Brunswick St.

My ts%aphnne knﬂw%eﬁga, gained by my service in the British Post
.Uffia% Telephone Dept. would get me a job in Maguire's, Sean
informad me. kr. Hough of theirp slﬂctrical department started me
immadiately and told me to bring-in my tools the folluwnng'day

(1 had only a penknife towards & kit) The job was easy and the
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money good, so we three, i.e. Dave, Jimmy and myself, were in

R P

clover. It was too good to last. I wass out of it in three weeks,
80 w% declded to accept ﬁaﬂaﬁ'a nffgr of her: cottage in the Three
Rock! Mountains, Three days after leaving 14 Lr: Oriel St. the
hnus% was visited by G-men looking for us; they were disappointed;
we had flown, fhay knew not where. We were coming in for a rough
pasaégﬁ in the mountain, eking out our ﬁunay a8 long as possible,
walkiqg in from the mountain to Father Mathew Park @&very ﬁEdnasday
to dLill, anﬁ walking back after. - We had only the comfort of
lariég on the next day and tightaning cur belts. Captain Weafer
got Lo know cf-cgr plight, g0 each drill night held an auction for
a bandolier or putiees or something of military walue and the
mona% got wes passed over to us to kaeg us going and no one knew
anything about it. (I only wish that I could express in words a
trib?tﬂ that our Captein deserves. Tom Weafer did good by stealth
and ﬁﬂpld not asccept eny thanks from us, saying it was not he, but

his éamparw of men. that gave us the help we received).

i&ftar about 4 weeks in the mountains I got another start in

Hnéuﬁbe and Gatchell's and we decided to live again in Dubiin, thi:
timﬂfht 28 North Prederick 8t. which wes headquartars of the
rafuéega from Englend who had employment. Jimmy Riley and Dave
brnuéht thelr things on the Friday éftarnnon-an@ I ﬁaﬁ t0o gat mine
Jhe ﬁblluwing day. I went the next day by teain to punﬁrum‘anﬂ;

whifﬁ;wulking the only road I knew to Lemb Doyle's where the
cbttagé wae situated, I noticed 4 R.I.C. men following me at é
dista%ga.' The road I tock, though I did not know, was the longest
route. ' After a while, glancing back I could. eee: only 2 R.I.C.

I qui%ﬁsqad my welk.snd arrived at the cottage and was about to
enter: when Mrs. Mulligan, of the next cottage, called me and told
me sh;;had my bag and that the cottaga had been raided by the
polic?;in the mnrﬁing and were hanging sround to see who would go

in. I .then reslised what the R.I.C. were after. Mre. Mulligan

I
diraa?qg me the way to Rathfarnhem (to avoid the R.I.C.). I
ﬁlimhéﬂ the hill beyond Lamb Doyle's, crossed a road and came alon
a maliay'in a field to the main road beyond Ticknock, finally



L L

' 8.

‘reaching Rathfarnham and took & tram to the Piller. Sean Gleeson
:and Frank Thornton were my O/Cs. at 28 Nth. Frederick St%. and,
@ftar reporting to them, I settled down inloﬁr towﬁ residence.
During this time we waré at all parades with E/Coy. including
%unﬂay mornings when target practice was indulged in. Jimmy Riley
and Dave were frequent visitors to Madam's house in Leinster Road
;ﬁd were very.fﬁiandly with the Flanns leds. It was at Lelnster

ﬁdad I met James Connolly who occasionally spent a few hours'

leisure and pleasure there; he seemed to thoroughly enjoy the
%rﬁnks of the boisterous lads and alsc have a chat with a citizen
érmw man who had been wounded in Libverty Hall sceldentally = James
Hanratty. Andy Dunne was a regular visitor also and had aalovely
:

ienor voice which gave us pleasure to hear as all the songs he

Qaﬁg were of an inspiring nature. We also ﬁpanﬁ a portion of our

avaninga in the 0'Toole clubroums in Leinster Ave. North Strand.
It was there I received a nickname which I do not deserve and

‘waa originally intended for Jimmy Riley. It came about in the
falluwing menner - a member of the club,.Paddy Berney, had been
telling a few tall yarnﬂ and Jimmy Riley capped these by a atury
which wae bayond belief and insisted that 1t was trua. Af'ter we
had left the club that evening Berney stated that that Gocknﬂy lad
w;s ﬁarﬁa than Peter Pepper who was kicked out of hell seven times
béfnre breakfast for telling lies. I, being the tallest of the
EELﬁndoners, was thus christened, and it is certaihly a misnﬁmer.
Iiwﬁa far a long time referred to as FetersPepper, buf I never got

h?t_aﬁout the gills over it.
¥ ’ .
t Ekﬂrnund gﬁﬂﬁt this time, things with regard to the acﬁivitiés
dé the Irish Volunteers were being viewed by the British
a%tﬁﬂrit;es as becoming serious, and on St. Patrick's Day 1916, .I
wftnﬂﬂsed and took part in the most impressive event, I think, in
mﬂdern Irish affairs, namely the church par&da and march past in
Gollaga Green. I shall endeavour %o relate all the ineidents of
thﬁﬁ memorable day, from:a particip%nﬁ‘s viewpoint. I receiwved

I
mobilisation order to attend Father Mathew Park at S s.m. on St.

Paifick‘a Day. On arrival and falling in with E/Coy. wé formed
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into battalion formation with other companies of the II Battalion.
E/caﬁ. were given priority of position in the Battn. owing to being
headed by the 0'Toole Pipers' Band, as practically every member of
the band was also a member of ®/Coy. Marching off we. proceeded
along 'Philipabui'gh Ave to Ballﬁhnugin Bridge, thence along Summerhill
Parnﬁil 8t. My geographical knowledge of ﬁuhlin.at this time was
practically nil, but I know we came near Linenhall Bks. and in this
vicin;ty we met a party of Eeitish snlﬂiararhaa&ed by a braess band |
ccming evidently from & church parade. The II Bn. 0/C., Tom Hunter.
ﬁasfmarching in front with his adjutant and second in command, and |
on nearing the British party, gave orders to the pipers tG Etrika
up ﬁ guick march tune which they did with such effect as to throw
the British out of step with their .own band. I felt a thrill of
delﬁght when this happened. I Bhﬂplﬁ have mentioned that we were
Wifh full équipment on the parade and I was proud of my short Lee
En@iald which was the latest pattern and, although the majority of
us iwere without uniforms, I may say without boasting that we made

a équ that was as good as the best that other countries had. We
ceétﬁinlj hed enthusiasm second to none, Coming back to the parade,
we. proceeded across one of the Liffey bridges, Queen St. Bridge;

I ;hink, thence along the South Quays to 8S. Michael & John's
chapel. We halted thera and were met by the other battns. forming '
the Dublin Brigade; we were standing et ease: for gbout % hour
during which time all our equipment was examined by G~-men and others
fﬁ fha pay of the British Govermment. I know my rifle fecaiva&
planty of serutiny from sightseers. We rEBaived orders drawing us
tn attentinn, were Tiled into 8S. Michael and Jnhn 8 to attend the
special Mass held for the: benefit of the Irish Volunteers. The
Rev. Father Nevin, I beliove, officiated and the scene had a
profound effect on me which will never leave my mind. A guard of
hbﬁﬂur in full uniform had been drawn up around tha;altar-anE the
chépel packed to its utmost capacity with Volunteers. &f the .
éiévation-tha guard of honour drew their ewords to the Salute

while the ﬁuglaa rang out with a clarity that wes astounding owing

to the packed condition of the chapel; in the immediate silence

that took place the priest on the alter, with the guard in the

!
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attitude of salute, leekeﬁ.like a vision fron another world and in
the feeee of those near me was the appearance that they also were
looking into something wonderful., Patrick Pearse, The O'Rehilly,
Sean Meﬁennett and the executive who were in close attehdance near
the el%ef, appeared to look in their uniforms as if receiving a
special bieeeing from God, and undoubtedly every man attending that
Mass reeeived such a bleeeiﬁg. Suddenly & rich heriﬁene vioice burst
into ﬁﬂe hymn to our Patron Saint "Hail Glorious Sit. Petriek" and

it wee taken up by the whole eqngregﬂﬁienein guch a fervent manner
that @ Iump rose fn my throat and I wanted to burst out crying or to
do son{'ai;hing to prove: that I was worthy of being in their company.

I feel sure that such were the feelings of every man thers. At the
eeneleeien of the HMass we wers formed into a Brigade forma tion. with
'pride;nf place given to the O'Toole Pipers, and~started our march to
Geliegelﬁreen, at which, I think, a horse drawn lorry was used as a
saluting base. The 11 Battn. was drawn up on the Post Office side,

the pipere were pleeed around the lorry and the remsinder of the
Brigade assembled ao as to formm = hellow square. All traffic had to
be di?erted and, indeed, a motor car containing British military
effleere tried to pass threugh, but was stopped and had to retire
gracefully along Dame St. and reach its destim tion by eneeher route.
mara{mn was the better part of velour with these officers as they
quiCkly;reeliEed that their lives were forfeit had they attempted to
earry:en with their 1nten£iene,ree befh the Irish Volunteers and the
enleekerl were ﬂetarmined to prevent any interference. After Eoin
MecHeill hed teken the salute my ideas regarding the rest of that day
were hazy owing to the earlier incidents making such an impression or
0e . I knew that I epent the evening at Mrs. Tallon's and finiehed
up, I think, at a ceili at the q Toole Club.

L}

Qige the. ten little niggers dwindling in number, one of the trie
of which I was a member was shortly destined to disappear from among
us. The Fianna lads. who were always at Madam's house did not confine
their pranks to the house, but practised their tricks whenever and
wherever possible, and on leaving Leinster Roasd in the small houre of

the mereing, would go along Rzthmines singing the Watch on -“the Rhine
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and all classes of Lypiesl songs and, not content with that, would

ampty:duat—bina dowvn areas of houses outside of which they would be
placeﬁ.. Not enjoying this kind of practical jﬁkq, I remained away
and did not associate with the 1&&5, as unnecessary trouble would
be créateﬂ. On one of these aacaﬁaﬁﬂs the peolice made & rush from
a side street and arrested Jimmy Riley with the resuli thet he was
conénfiptad into the British Army, while Dave Begley got a lesson
he naiar forgot. A%t any rate he also cut his associations with the
Fianna lads and cnnfinaﬂ himself to enjoymant at the 0'Toole Club.
On.anuthar occasion I had a narrow Bgqueak £rom balng arrested in the
centre of the city. A hig:mﬂating hed been called.at the Mansion
Hause;anﬂ wag presided over by Tom Kelly who made what waa'canaider-
ed a Beditious speech and 1n.which he hald up before the audlience a
copy nf the "London Times" snd a copy of “Hnnasty“ There were &
few G-men present who were taking notes anﬂ, heving been detected,
were heing traataﬂ roughly by the crowd, when the Lord Mayor, Larrw
D'Haill, called order from the balcony, stating that such goings-on
"gould not take place in my house". He was quickly reminded that it
¥as the citimens' house, not his; in eny case the note-takers lost
their notes and were lucky to escape uninjured. After the meeting
practically the whole audience formed up outside the Mansion House
and paraded the Mansion House and paraded the city, being
accompanied ﬁy a force of about 60 pblice, marahing along Stephen's
Greer, down Graftﬁn 8t. and tﬁwar&sacnllegﬁ Green. The pcliée were
reinforced by about 100 mn&e at thé cornegr of MNassau 5t. snd wers
edging into the crowd with the intention of msking &rrasts Df some
of tha leadera.. Nearing Trinity College, a few nﬂticeﬂ the move of
the pn;lce and an angry murmur passed like a distant roll of thunder
and as' the police were drawing batons a few shots were fired into
the %1r by some in the crowd, while the police made & rush and the
crowd melted in record time. At this time I edged to the path and
stood as 1f I was an onlooker and a policemen made as if to arrest
me anﬂ then changad his mind and told me to get home out of that,
WHich I certainly did. This meeting occurred sbout a fortnight

before Easter Week and was dus to some proclsmation issued by the



L[]

L T

12.

military suthorities. At about this time I again left my employ-
ment at Maguire's of my own accord, ss. I learned that the police
wereLmaking inquiries about me. When Iureﬁurted my action to Frank
Thornton, O/C., 28 North Frederick St., he reported the matter to
Bulmer Hobson who in some waﬁ was on a controlling committee of the
house. J.J. Welsh and Bulmer Hobson t0ld me to go back to my work

but I refused, as I would not risk capture, and I was told to report

.%o Kimmsge, which wae a refuge for those refugees who were idle, .

This I was willing to do and in collecting my gesar which comprised *
rifle'with.planty of ammuni tion, E'Ehotgﬁns which had jﬁst been
issued by EVhby. end 2 revolvers, it was found that "28" was left
with:ﬁs}g little means of defence, I was then asked to remain as a
.permanﬂnt guard on the place to which i sgreed, and remained until
Easter Week.

I received an invitation to a lecture on street fighting by
James. Connolly at 25 Parnsll Sguare, snd he gave a vivid descriptio:
of battles fought in city streets in Mexico and how such fighting

should be carried on. I little thought that our time was near.

THE INSURRECTION, BEASTER MONDAY, 1916.
The last parada:in.Father Mathew Park of E/Coys tpok place on

Aprilflgth. The pavilion in which the men formed up was packed;

- about 140 men were on parade and the feeling at the beginning was

that a blg route march would take place on the following Sunday,
Easte?t Shortly after we fell in Tom Hunter, the Bn. 0/C., came in
fQIIGW§d by Thomas McDonagh, The O'Rahilly, Dick Muicahy and one
other executive officer whom I cannot remember. Captain Tom Weafer
called us to attention and told us that higher officers were going
to Bpéak to us on a serious ﬁattera The executive officers were
intrcﬁﬁcedlto the men by Tom Hunter and, before they spoke. to us,
Capt. Weafer called Herbert Conroy and myself from the ranks and
gave each of us a revolver'fullr losded and instructions to parade
in the Park grounﬁs anﬂ shoot any stranger 1nitering or ftrying to ge
into the grounds.: Immediately the air hecama electrified and & ting
ling ﬁﬁve of excitement passed through me. Herbie and I walked out

into the dark snd were groping %round for a few minutes, after whicl
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. we were well able to seg. Even things that wer& still seemed to

= T-

move; we conversed in whispers. "Whst does it mean, Liam" said
Herbie. "I don't know" I whispered "but I reckon war will have to
break out soon as things are bacoming too hot". "Hist" says he

"look over there" pointing to a hedge. I could see nothing at

, firet and a little later saw a movement. We both dropped to our

"hanﬂa and kneds and erawled towards the 1nw hedge and ﬁiscoveraﬁ it

to be a horse laaking over from the next field. "I was hoping that

- was a G-man" said Conroy "as I'd love to use this revolverl! I

asked- him to whom did the field belong and he told me it belonged
to the Kickham Football Club and explained that they had seceded
from the G.A.A. Ve continued our pstrol around the park'
occaaionally'cﬂnvarsing in whispers. After about an hour we were
paiieﬁed by 2 other men and we went into the pavilion just in time
to. heat Thomas McDonagh say -~ "and remember men what Capt. Doyle

hes told youw, sew your first asid outfit inside the lining of your

~ coats"™. After the staff officer had left, a buzz of undertones

ﬁent through the Coy. end I knew that something serious had bsen
discussed and, chaxtlng with Dan Begley on the way home, he said
"@Well, Liam, the day muet be near now". It was the fbllowing day ¢
fhat E:xc-itamentl was intense throughout Dublin, owing to a speech
made at the Corporation Council by Aldermen Tom Kelly in which he
exposed the British Gﬁvarnment1intanticn of placing a military
;crdon around the Archbishop's Palacé, Irish Volunteers Offices,

The Refugees Camp st Kimmage and 28 Nnrth'Fredarick St ﬁb

- refugees (about 20 in number) at 28 Nth. Frederick St. were

furiously working the whole night barricading .the house and
breparing for a aiagﬂ; maanwhile curioué sightasers stood in the
street to look at the house that had suddenly come into prﬁminencs.
Tha next morning, Good Friday, news arrived that the British
military haﬂ no such intention, but all the seme the excitement
continued to grow and we were confina& én the house and I was on
continual guard. Besides being a.hiaven for Refugees, 28 Horth

Fre&erick 8t. was also H.Q. of the Hiberniasn Rifles, Irish American

) Alliance, to which also was attached the Girl Scouts. There were
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many comings and goings at 28 on Good Friday and Saturday; man

caming in up to 3 a.me. in the morning and during all this timﬁ I
1

:j&s the guard.on the doer, and sleeping in my clothes in the room
:dff the hall. On Saturday night a dance was held at 28 by the
mambera of the Rifles, and at 2 a.m. Sunday morning, Frank Thcrntnn
uqskﬂﬂ me ta.taka a message t0 Stamer St. 5.C.R. to a Miss Gnnnﬂlly
tﬁ“” Mick éullins. It was a mobilisation order to the I.R.B. in
{Londan to come immediately to Duhlin_as war was about to break out.
;%zam MgGuire: was Head Centre for London and was ready with about 60
‘men to come at a mqm@nt's notice. I believe the order never
‘reached him. |

: Sunday was a dey of intense excitement at 28 as we were awqi%-
fihg word and had all our gear aﬁd egquipment packed ready to go.
Wurd came in that everything had been called off and them came
word to carry on; we were on tenterhoocks to know the truth. The
iDiRahilly had gone tu the country to call thinge off, so we were
‘told, and that Eoin MacNeill was undecided what to do. I had
Falrﬂady been since Thursdey without removing my boots from my feet

anﬂ had been practically on continual duty at the door.

i-‘ 1
;EﬁﬂTER.Hﬂﬂﬂﬂﬁl 1916,
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F: ‘T had been relieved in.tha aarly hours nm,Hﬂmﬂay and slept in

_ﬁmy clothes until sbout 9.30' at which time I got my breakfast. At

ahout 10 o'clock Peter Martin, a mobiliser of E/Coy., told me to
Irapurt.at once to Eather Mathew Park with all my gear and to be in
Ffﬁll uniform. I raporthd thet fact toc my house commandant, Frank
ipyinﬁn (Thornton) and he countermanded the order and told me I was
:th rémain under hls command, which I did. At about 11.40 we had

?il our ﬁiflaﬂ, ghotguns and equipment and were on the march to

Iibarty Hall in Beresford Place where we were met by the rﬂfugaeb

%ﬁnm.Larkfialﬁ, Kimmage, and having assembled in military formetion
awaitad nnly for a minute or two when a closed horse cab arrived
anﬂ took up its position at the head of our columk, and at about
%_mdnnteﬂ to 12 noon, James Connolly, Patrick Pearse and Sean

L :

[1 -
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 MeDermott got into a cab and started off into Lr. Abbey 8t%. toward
b?qumnsll'st. We were all heavily armed and had our rifles at the
%iﬂpﬂ and, turniné into 0'Connell St. the traffic slowed down to
@ilaw the bndyﬁaen to pass. Just aﬂ.the cab reached the portico of
?Qa G.P.0. I heard a shrill sound of & vwhistle and an order shouted
?ieft wheel" which order wae carried out by going into the building;
;ﬁ officer immediately in front of the section of men in which I was
flaced gave us the ﬁrdar "gbout turn" and leading us into Lr.Abbey
%E., pointed out shops and houses into which we were to make entranc:
Eﬁﬂ to barricade. About 20 yds. down Lr. Abbey Et; was a hicynlg
;ﬁap and ehaut 30 wyards further wes a paper Etﬁr& uf a newspaper:;

iﬁ any case we were soon rolling out huée rqlls of paper and plac-
iﬁg them across the street.soon had an effective barricade madse,
QSMpriaing of this paper, a new motor oycle out of the window of the
gﬁcla shop, and numerous bicycles and furniture out of houses
;dﬁéining; ‘At sbout 12,30 Frank Drindn led = party of us into the
5:11:1]; Hotel and ordered, at the point of the gun, everyone. out of the
ﬁigce, and going through the public bar into Sackville Lane, began
%u_éispar&a the croﬁﬂs which hed gathered, which was a difficult

thing for us to do and it was only by f¥ring shots over their heads

'qnﬂ taking up threatening attitudes that the people realised that ﬁe

were serious.

r ' In passing, I wish to record with pride that & few of the men

f %as in company with, although hardened ﬂrinkers; ﬁare stationed in
Eﬁﬂ Ship Tavern, and had the taking of anything that was there,

dié not touch anything and refused the offerings of the barmen. We
cleared the lane at the rere of the Imperial Hotel and turned into
ﬁﬂ;th Earl 8t. to Nelson Pillar where an element of the crowd became
;gérﬂssi?ﬂ. George Plunkett, in full uniform with slouch hat, waveﬁ
ﬁlfavnlvef and fired a enuplgpnf shots into the air and ordered us
t;.fix bayonets. At this the crowd melted and we proceeded into the
Pbsl_t Office which was already in the hands of our advance guards and

was being bsrriceded strongly. On going through the body of the

Héin HalX¥, in preperation for taking up a pﬂaitinn aft a window.

! -
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. James Connolly saw me and beckoned me to go to him. I went up and
Eléaluted and waitad.fur what orders he might give me. Patrick
'%PEarﬂa came over to us and Connolly said "This men can fix up a
ilina of communication to the roof for us". He to0ld me to take &

IE man to help me and report to Lieut. Bolend on the roof, do what was
:neediad and report back to him. T immediately _g:cit Joe Good and told
"him to recover without demage any teleplione cable he saw fixed to kY
Etha wall outeide in the yard of the building. In the meanwhile I
|tnnk down a telephone in one of the booths and proceeded to find
'rn}:,r way to the roof. On the top floor, where the trunk switchboards
FWﬁra gituated, was a ladder leading to the ruof. Michael Collins
!waa in charge of the room and J.J. Walsh had control of the Trunk.
4Bnards. I shook hends with Collins and told him what I was to do.
hHe directed me the way to the roof and gave ordera that I was not

| to be hindered. On the roof I met Lieut. Boland, & Rathfarnhan men
’wpo had Boer war experience and was certainly very efficient. He
iéava me every aesistence in my wérk. Haéing fixed the phone in
;ppsitian I $0ld him to have a wooden cover around it so that he
?cﬁuld put in hie head and speak and muffle thaﬁsaugﬂ of the firing
'which at this time seemed to be all over the city. Boland pointed
iuﬁtltn me figures of men in the tower nf1Am&ens S8t. Station and
ithld me that. they were British military., I left Boland and rembled
round looking for Joe Good to see the amount of csble he hed
:rgtrieved.' On my way I met Herbie Conroy in charge of a prisocner
fWhD; he stated, had been sniping at us. I never saw the prisoner
‘after. I found Joe pulling dovn cable in the yard and went into
'tha basement to see if I cuuld find anything useful. I found a
vﬁluntear vainly trging t0o atnp gas engine that was running.
ﬂfter a while I got about 100 ysrds of cable made up in short
1ength£ and, having Joined it, proceeded to run it up from a
talephunﬂ in the Main Hall up to the roof and in about 2 hours

had communications made, after which I reported to James Connolly.
ﬁa told me to wait around a b;t as he might want me, so having a
.;éving commiseion, 1 found Herble Conroy and had a chat about the

]

Yol -7 . I
Coys and where the men were. He, like mysélf, had not got in touch
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with E/Coy. but proceeded to vhere: the fighting was going on and
Lfﬁunﬂ that the G.P.0. was the nearest place and had no difficulty
in gotting in. At ahout 7 psMm. Connolly called and told me, to bring
‘an ﬂlactrician?with me and report to Captain Breen, Engineer Office:x
in Rels's Jewellery shop at the corner of Abbey 8t. I got gnother
L%ndon—lriﬁh lad, Johnnie O'Connor (Blimie), whom I knew was =&
Eaﬁ&rk and we proceeded to Reis's. In esnswer to our knock s fierce-
ilénnking manlnpaneﬂ the door. I told him my instructions and he
ﬁﬁuld not believe me, (My strong Cockney accent put.me in a bad
position and Blimey's accent was even worse), and his red moustache
hriﬂtled up and he dragged me® in, presumably to make a prisoner of
@q, when suddenly a voic?&as heard saying "Hallo, Peter"; coming dov
ihe Bteirs was my own Coy. Gapt. Tom Weafer, saying to, the man at
the door "Its all right, Paddy, that lad is one of us'. He brought
ua upsteirs and I explained my mission to him. He intrnducad us to
g&ptain Breen who was not ready for us as our Jjob was to be done
during the night. Tom Weafer said he would borrow me for a few
hours, héving:brought-ma to the ground floor he showed me an iron &
ﬁﬁnr leading to the jewellery shop which wes left intact both by
the Volunteers and the looters (looting was wholessle at this time
anﬂ was unchecked, vie having our hands full in fighting and
barricading, although care was taken to p#event looting at Reis's
ga it was an important post}. Weafer gave me @ pick and two crow-
ﬁars, hammers and chisels and told me to break down tha? iron door ¢
éuickly as possible. Working in a confined space I manag?d single-
ﬁaﬁﬁed to break down the door by about 11l o'elock and, leaving one
éf the guards over it, reported to Weafer, who came down vith Sean
ﬁc#arry t; inspect my work. Weafor, McGarry and m&salf went into
the shop. I was asked 1f-ﬁhere was anything I liked, so I selected
é'#hﬂap luminous watch which I considered of miiitary value and had
qP;qpalma about taking it. Weafer did likewise and I suggastsd-that
there iay be field glasses which could also be taken and used. 3
pgirﬂ were found of which Weafer kept 1 pair, the others I presume

vere given for use to other officers.

I was at this time agbsolutely fagged out and bring brought
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Eta the top of the house,-althnugh very‘hungry I was too tired to
réat, and 131ng down on a mattress I fell asleep immediately. I
Ewas awakened at 2.30 a.m. on Tuesday morning and found that soméonﬂ
. ;ﬁad put a pillow under my head and covered me over with a blenket
;and taken off my Enllar and tie while I was sleeping. 4 pint jug
rﬁf steaming hot tea was handed to me while sitting upon the
mattrasa and in another minute a plate with thrEa fried eggs and
sauaagea with plenty of bread and butter was placad before me.
'I had only two packeges of biscuits since 9.30 a.m. the previous
day. That early morning breakfast wes one of the most glorious
maala I have ‘ever had, the memory cf&iingared with me for many &
?dﬁy a8 I was young and healthy and had not a care in the world
'even in the midst of the events taking place around me. I made
. Faiart work of that grub}bﬂﬁh because I was ravenous and hqd'ﬁn
;rQQGrt to Capt. Breen at 2.45. On reporting he asked nme of my
khnwleﬁge'of wireless, which was limited, .and.explained then the
raaann of the. importance of the: building in w'hich we wera. - There
waa a wireless ‘school there which had been’ 3ealeﬂ up hy the.British
ran?arnmant owing to the war, but all the instruments had been left
Lﬁ'}iﬁtact. My Jjob was to re-erect the el 818 and poles on the roof
in paparation{bf sending messages by wireless to the outside world
!anﬂ thus break down the wall of silence built by the enemy. On
the roof there was about 4 ‘men waiting to push the poles in
-position when the i were fixed to the pulleys. Blimey fixed
,ﬁ? Fna pole in the Abbey St. side of the .F¥¥t which wes an easy
;mattgr. I had to fix the other on the 0'Comnnell St. end of the
Egaf which was a8 difficult propoeition as there was only a shallow
}ﬁlleg'tc the roof at that- point and necessitated clamping the
@ﬁlss to the yall.nf a higher building adjoining and for which a
¢lamp was alra;ﬁy in position. To reach the ciamp I had to climb
a'narrow ledge which exposed me above the rid@fgs tiles an& gave me
abﬂut 10 minutes work unbolting the clamp, fixing the pole into
pusitiun and bolting up the clamp again. Davwn wsas breaking at
thia time and the roof of Dublin made a lovely silhouette for

anyone interested in that type of beauty, but I was interested in
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';my work and wented to get it done. ,I had been working for about
ifive minutes when something struck the wall at the side of me.
_:I did not teke any nﬁtice;than two or three more pebbles struck
" the wall. I then shouted to the fellows about 8 feet below to
f{stnp throwing things. I'll not state ths.wnrds.l used as they
I;wera spoken in arstrnng cockney dielect and I was assured that
they éara not dniné anything. %¥When I had just completed the
j:rzleun.;[::ir:-_g of the pole a corner brick of the wall was shattered. I
=~ then realised that ::[' had been a target for at least I@.H-Jl minuteg
‘and the pebbles I thought were bullets fired apparently from the
‘tower of Amiens St. Station. I was thenkful that it was the last
. bullet and not the first that made me know the actual conditions
of affairs, otherwise I doubt whether I would have carried out my
ﬁob. I dropped from thé ledge into. the valley sll of a heap and
;Emained there for awhile in a faint as thﬁ\raaction set.in-anﬂ
@he fear of being under fire passed away. Some of the leds though
;I had been hit. After that incident I went énﬂ hed another feed
and slept until about midday. . I then took up post at a window
; facing Mid. Abbey St. énﬂ, with the exception of taking an interes
" in a fire which occurred at Lawrence's toy shop, and in the goings
h énﬂ comings of looters with whnﬁ Sheehy Skeffington was
famanstrating and appgaling to @wo to their homes, there was nothin

of importance occufred at Reis's nﬁ Tuesday-until about 5.30 p.m.

-

1%t this time & buzz of excitement and bustle took place.. The
wireless apparatus was ready for transmitting. Patrick 0'Donoghue
a wireless nperatur{ waa given instructions to send out the
iﬁroclamation of the Irish Republic on the ether. This was done
;'?wice on Tuesday and three times on Wednesday morning. I was
felieved at 6 o'elock, but remained at tha“windﬂﬁ and had a sleep

; on the floor until 9.30 p.m. when I took up duty agsin. Thers wﬂal
. an are }amp alight in.frunm-of us which was a nuisance; we were
;tnld to put it out. I fired five shote before I could bresk the
Lcarbnn tn ﬂxtinguiﬁh it. The firing throughout the city was véry
»{,(Q,heavy at this time. 'When the light was extinguished !.eq H""t ‘13'*59"\

rcame in and ‘got 12 men to go with him tc establish or strengthen

Ll 1
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another post on the appn?ite gide of 0'Connell 8t. Nothing more:

' of interest took place in my immediate vicinity that night.

. Early on Wednesday morning a party of us were told off to

ecollect all foodstuffs in the Bﬁﬁlin Bread Coy's building next

. door, our method belng to wa;k across planks from one window to &
.annther at rere. Huge guantities of roast beef, cnﬁkeq meat and
hame, bread, confectionery, pastries, sides of bacon; eges; in
fact anything that was edible was transferred to a horse-drawn
:lorry weiting in Lr. Abbey St. for removal to the Commissariat's

'Dept. in the G.P.O. In the meanvhile the receiving apparatus of

. the wireless weas dismantled in reasdiness for rema#al also to the

- &.P.0., The driver of the lorry started off’ to H.Q. with all the

|  grub under an intense fire from the British stationed in

HqBirnay‘é gnd Carlisle Bullding, so there ﬁas no hope of his

- returning to bring over the espparatus. We, therefore, got a

_ .large tsble and, having upturned it, placed in the wireless gear

and covered it over with a white table cloth and six of us, of
vhich ‘I wes of the number, started off to cross O'Connell St. wit

our burden. Immedietely we came into the line of fire the firins

' . coased and not a shot was fired as we went on our journey. We:

. 'were amazed end for the time being could not understend why we:

- were respected in this mammer. The only reason that could be

attributed was that it was thought we were carrying a badly-
'wounded or dead man across to the G.P.O. 'Having left our burden
.in the P.0. we started ®ff under heavy fire to get back to our
post and ot across safely. I did not mind this in the least as

I had passed through my baptism the previous morning..

At this time & message was Eignallaﬁftn us to get ready to
.evacuate the post and to retire to the Hibernian Bank of which

Capt. Tom Weafer was O/C. At about 1 p.m. I saw Paddy Mitchell

" 'with a Red Cross armlet cﬂ??un round the corner from O'Connell S

.

.into the Banlk and he came out a few minutes later ahcuting'tn us

' - that Weafer was badly hit and he, returned to the temporary

. .hospital hagpiiel (which had been a mock auctioneer's shop) to
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- get a stretcher and bearers to bring Weafer out, but owing to the i

Tlintansa firing, was unable to get back to the bank., We could hear

;Iﬂéafer yolling with pain end groaning in agony. The bullet struck
* through the liver and kidneys and the pain must have been terrible.
fe ? )

It was at this time we 1eft REIS 8 gnd went into the Baenk to

hring picks and sledges to bresk through to the adjolining house
? -which proved to be the hospital. Orders were gignalled to.evacuate
" the hospital and bring over the wounded to the G.P.O. bit befors
: this could be dhna, we had to breask through. the walls into the
: hospital. A Half hour's hard work sufficed to make a hole through
‘ :ths wall, but the hole on the Bank side of wall was about 3 feet
' from the floor and 2 feet from the ceiling in the next house.

.: :Having mede: the hole large enough I got faét firat through it and
b : completed the attack on the wall from the ﬁthar eide and by means
of boxes arrenged a rough flight of staps-éown in the roem. Two
; wournded men were firet assisted through (one of them was Ignatius

. Mlynn, a member nf:ﬂ/coy). Word was brought down to us at this

; time, 3 p.m., that Poor Tom Weafer was daad. (The Hibernian Bank
/Z,{a_ : was his cremetorium). Gaptzw was tha next in command and

. ! ordered the vacating of the bank end wes the last to come into

?: the hoepital building. We brought along with us the crude

f : grenades aéﬁwe left each post. The firing eased down considerebly
: ? while the nurses and wounded mede their way to H.Q. We who

| ' remained behind in the hospital gathered together all the
mattresses and other meterial of value in preparation for a rush
across the road. There were ninsteen of us left. 8ix of us fnnk
' . the grenades end the remainder took a mattress apieca.l Firat of

’ all a couple would rush out for about Elyardﬁ and then run back

. and immediately we heard the burst of firing, seven or eight
would rush across the road and, running in a zig:gag'faahion;

. ' made us difficult targets. The whole lot of us got acroee in this
B manner with only one wounded as he got into Prince's 5t. I had
hobnailed boots on and half-way acroes I slipped and fell
directly behind the gtatue of Sir ﬁﬂhn Grey with a mattress I was

carrying on my shoulder. I got to my feet instantly and continwed
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my rush while a cheer went up from the Post Office, but in my.

hasde: the rifle had slipped from the mattress and was lying in the:

centre: of 0'Connell St. Another man running behind me picked it

up and continued on with: it. Having left the mattresses dovn we
were ordered off to different posts; so,until the evacuation of

the P.0O. I was placed at Henry St. end of the huildirlg on the lst

floor under the command of Liam Cullen. I was delighted, as at

this time I was with other London-Irish lads among whom was Joe
Reilly, who was always reasdy to liven up thinga? with a rousing song
or crack a few jokes. I \'i;ﬂﬂ not ¥n my new abode long when ;I: felt
the pangs of hunger and decided to look for grub and found the
kitcheﬁ in the upper portion of the G.P.0., but found 111: hard to

. get food as it was rationed in very small q_u’antities?by Desmond

Fitzgerseld, who was commissariat. Joe Reilly then went through the

" warious openings broken in the walls of the G.F.0. and other

r

I buildings along Henry S8t. until he came to a provision shop and cen
*

1

-i back with a flitch of bacon and we started a cooking cless of our

i men in Liam Cullen's post. On one sortie we came into the

Waxworks Exhibition and after killing a dog whicht had gone mad in
P . the basement of the house we had an'impﬂetiﬂn of the wax figures
-and ocame awaﬁ with the effigies of King Edward and Wolfe Tone and

X brought them to our post. Some ggnitia put the figures at ths

, windows and immediately a fusilade of bullets came through and we

,had to duck for a few minutes until the firing died down. The

idea -of the wax figuees of Wolfe: Tone end King Edward being

' riddled by bullets amused us a great deal. The room in which we:

,were stationed was the 'dead’ parcels office: and in the cupboards

:"-w._as a large number of parcels that for some reason or other could
lnot be: delivered and were held in safe ‘cua tody. Among them was a
¥ i .

'small parcel of spectacles and Thomas O'Donoghue was testing them
r. . .

‘;to replace his own when he must have exposed himself = through the
window a cmupie of bullets eéame whizzing in end scattered the
'é?arcel off the table and he was quite indignant thinking that one
c'lifil the mem in the room had thrown a missle at his prize, and it

was fully a minute before he reslised that he was under fire. He
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was careful after that. _

Vednesday night was rather uneventful in our quarters, except
¢f course the heavy_firiﬁg throughout the ciFy gnd the terrific
reports of the Howth Mausers whemever fired. (I}m certainly glad
I wes hit with a .303 in comparison to one of those Mauser bullets)

On Thursday morning at about 9.30 Thomas Clarke came to our post to

: A cheer us dp. #wk did not need it, we had Joe Reilly with us, who

was always elnging and meking desperate efforte to learn the new
marching song, Tha Soldier's Song. Mr. Clarke gave us all_barﬁ of
chocolate: and had a chat with each of us before going round the
rest of the gerrison. That was the lagt time I saw Tom Clarke.

The weather was remarksbly finé for the time of the year and we
had no rain et all and to a certain extent it was rather
hnfnrtunaté, as the event that occurred later on that Thursday
proved. The firing'érew more intense as the day got older, and

the impression was (at our post) that the British had got artillery
in position and was getting the range of the P.0. from the Parnell
monument. In ény cage, late thal evening & terrific bombardmenti i

' took place and a shell evidently went into the Imperial Hotel

opposite and in the course of about % hour the whole building was

. in flames. Then Hoyte's went up and.flamgg went about 60 feet in
‘the air. We could only hope that the garrisons of those buildings

escaped safely. The sight of the Imperisl in flames was a thing I
shall never forgetsy I could'ﬂiatinctly see the wall papers burning
off the walle and look like figures of people rushing hither and

' thither trying to get away and then to see the floors crashing

' one by one into the infernmo. All during this time the firing of

. the British was becoming more intense and during the ﬁight a rather

unusual spectacle of riderless horses rushing apparently from

; O0'Connell Bridge brought shouts of "don't fire" from different

‘points of the G.P.O. and Metropole Hotel, which were still intact.

‘ruse, which was to cause us to fire on the horses and immedimtely

. There were among us some old Boer fier veterans who saw through the

&

'hring an intense fusilade on ourselves. I was glad et this time to

have my luminous watch as my dampanions were continuall? asking the
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time. In the early houre of Friday morning word came to us of
the condition of different parts of the G.P.0. There had been a
struggle: going on during the night to prevent the roof from
going on fire sa the sparks'fram the Imperial were lying inches
thick in a red mass on the roof above our heads and we were
losing in the struggle against the demon fire, and had we any
rgin or even if the breeze had hésn blowing away from us, we _
could have saved the building. It soon became essential for a
greater part of the garrison to do nothing but conmbat the flames.
"The hydrants were useless and the water pressure was reduced to
such that only & small trickle of water came from the hose, By
about 4 p.m. the whole portico of the building was a masﬁ.of
flames asnd a general retreat would have to take place. All
posts were ordered to assemble in the Main Hsll. The wounded
were collected together ready Tor evacuation. Patrick Pearse
cal@ad the men to order end brought us té a gide door 1ehding on
to Henry St. TUnen 40 of us hed got into the street he lined us
up, leaving the remsinder for the time withih the building.  —
He ussed wﬁrds to the effaqt that haviﬁg to leave the G.P.0. we

were an advance: party to establish g new H.Q. at Williams & Woods

~ Factory and that our Engineer Officer would be Captain Breen,

and that we would ve led by The O'Rahilly. At this point my
connection with the main garriscn.enﬂaaQ We started off with a
cheer for The O'Rahilly, fixed béynnata and started over the
baréicadea and, if I rightly remember, we came into Mﬁare St.
from Henry St. and had proceeded more or less as a crowd about
30 yards into the street when a terrific burst of firing took
place. A man close to me aid a saﬁsihle thing and I.did like-
wise. He ran to the left hand side of the street and advanced
along on that side and I did the same. While crossing thé road
my hat was carr;sﬁ off by a-bullét and my overcoat was perfor-
ated in three or four places, and to hear the whine of the

bullets is an experience I don't wish to have repeated.

-

' Méanwhile, the British were firing into the mass of the
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men, leaving us individusls who had extended to be picked off latep
I had sdvanced slong the left hand side of the straef and had - got
nearly opposite Price's Stores when I felt struck with something
which numbed my left grm. I still ran.@n-anﬂ éaught up on my
companion infront and told him I was hit and he suddenly dropped
and crawled into a doorway. He was also hit. There was for a few
seconds a lull in the firing and I turned round to see where the
remainder were and found that I was alone in the street. I ran
beck to a lenewasy and saw that some of the men were dewn'th@ lane.
I 8till had my rifle and I had not thought of firing it. Turning
round and éeeing soldiers at Parnell Et;.and of Moore 8t I went
on my knee and fired &t them, emptyving my magazine . &8s I put the
butt to the ground and wes reising myself with the aid of the
rifle a bullet struek.it and scattered beth myself and the-rifle
on the ceobbled romsdway leading to the iana. I immediately ran
down t.he Jl.anﬁc{;;::‘ctiia othér lads. There werse aightl of us left and
one of them, Glynel, assumed leadership and decided that we:
continue to Williams and Woods. Ve started to turn into Cole's
Lane and a terrific machine gun burst -of firing opened up and we
got back quicker than when we started. It was decided to bresak
into some stables off the lanﬁ and aweit events. .In the meantime
I was'@attiﬁg weak with the loss of blood which felt like hot
watér-runn%ng down myfﬂn; My rifle barrel was bent a little by

the impact of the bullet. After one of the men, ¢limbed over a yard

 gate and opened it for us our wounded then received attention, -

: The first ald outfit inaiée the lining of my coat was open and the

wound was crudely dressed; not knowing if an artery or a vein had
been severed it was decided to bBind my arm tigh¥%ly both above and

below the wound; subsequently my arm and hamd swelled to an

enormous size. I settled down to rest on some straw in the stable:

:mhila a couple of lads went on outpost in the loft. During the

remainder of the night desultory firing took place and one of the

" lads ceme down for more ammunition. I t0ld him to go through my

~pockets snd take all he could get; unfortunately for me he did not.
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I ﬂl&pt on and off until gbout O g.m. Saturdey morning. Clinch

gave me a few hlscuits and a ﬁrink of watar. The firing had greatly
diaﬂ down and nnly an occasional shot could be heard and at about
11 30 a young man with glasses in a Volunteer slouch hat csme along
t@e lane and down by the steble bearing a white fleg calling on all
véluntaars t0 lesave their posts. I had m wild belief at the

mﬁmﬁnt thaet the British had retired and that we were to relly again.
I %Dt a bitter disappointment on arfrival in Moore St. to see the
meh'linﬁd up two deep and the wounded standing and lying by the
shbﬁa on the right hand side of the street. I was placed with the
wmﬁﬁded.anﬂ my companions of the previous night lined up wifh-the
re%éinder. That became of them I did not at tha time know as I,
along with the rest of the casualties, had been brought to the
lcrrias and ambulances in Parnell St. where our names and addresses
were taken. e were then taken to Dublin Castle to have our wounds
drésﬂed. The military doctor who dressed my wound was a gentleman
and admonishad me for being sc foolish as to take up arms against
tha Gnvernment and destroy the good,K work that J.E. Redmanﬁ was doing
I naturally disagreed with him and took it all in good ypart. When
he f;nished he asked for & souvenir and I offered the penknife f
whlch he rafused but asked me for any ammunition or anyﬁhing i}lhlat'!I
wnulﬂ incriminate me, es he would destroy any evidence on mes.,. I \\
told him my frienda had taken my stuff from me. He wished me luck

1
on leaving him,.

! I was brought albng a dark corridor at the end of which I met

pal% In distress like myself; among them was Liam Cullen whom I was

delighted to see again; he told me we were sbout to be searched and
] . .

wee glad he had nothing on him. I thought I was in the same positior
ﬂlaé,;l was brought into an office before a Majnrya noteteker and a
S

ser%aént. My name end address were taken again (by the way I was

-8till under the name of Liam Dbyla). Then the sergeant began his

searph; he toek my watch which my sister had sent for my Z2lst birth

day,|a luminous watch; then out came & wire gauge and wire cutters

whieh; when exhibited, ceused the Kajor to ask me if I did anj qf
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1 . »
ﬂfiralaas work. I told him %o find out; he did not answer, but
nﬁdded to the Eergaant who continued his sssrch, and in the left

hanﬂ pocket of my coat (which owing to my wound I hed been unable
tu reach) drew out 15 rds. of .503 in clips. This exhibit finished

l with any gentleness from those in that office. The sergeant

ﬂpened a jack knife and inserted the blade intn;mp puttees , ripped
tham uff me and in the process ripped the legs of my trousers and
cut my lege in two or three places, after which he cut the butions
oéf my trousers and pulled my braces away and flung them into &
c?rnﬂr. What with having over.-a week's growth on my face and
having to hold up my trousers with my right hand and trying to
auppnrﬁ my left arm by gripping thq lapel of my coat, I suppose I
léﬁkad the most miserable snd felt the most miserable man in the
cérridnr after the searches were completed. There was another ordsa.
a%aiting me and.ﬁhat was to be scrutinised and questinnﬁﬁ'hy
détactiveﬂ. A citizen Army man named Q! Toole told me that Johnnie
Bartcn wae going among the men and warned me against him as he was
dangerouﬁ. As the corridor was ﬁark he went among us with a

canﬁla and, after giving me a searching lock, s&asked me where I
workaﬂ. I tried to put on an Irish accent and said I was like
hi&éelf - 1t wes only fools and hormes that worked. He smiled and
wabﬁ on. After this we were crowded into what had been the barbers
shbﬁ and begen to converse as to what next would happen. Liam
Gualan had been wearing & long scarf. This he tied around my waist

. tnlkaap my trousers up and enother lad put his scarf around my neck

and made a sling for my left arm.
b _ _

1 ' There were two windows in the shop which locked out into the
yarﬂ and on Sunday mnrming at about 12 o'clock we saw some high
military officers and Mr. B1rrell in “the yvard carrying on a
conversation. Some food was brought up to us after vhich we were
hréuéht to the yard, lined up and marched off to Kiilmainham Jail
to ﬁ@in other prisoners there. The route from the céatla to the
jai&%waﬂ lined with people, a great number of whoit were wvery
hDﬂ;ti;le to usa and used fiith:;r expressions at us. Our sacrifices

Y
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lat that time were not appreciated, at least by the people living

’iin_tha vicinity of the Castle; some of the women in shawls spat’

;ap,us. Kilmainham_JQil is certainly a gloomy place and had a
Edapreasing effect on every one of us. In my batch which numbered
iabout 30 were = f;w 0ld soldiers who were members of the Citizen
Iﬁrmy. A8 we were brought into a room & sergeant of the guard, an
Iriahman, struck some of the 0ld soldiers on the head with the
haavy door keys and a complaint was lodged with the sergeant-major
mha had the sergeant removed. \le were exercised in the yard and
hrought back after about 7 hour, and a ssrgeant when bringing the
Innd to us told us that a trench 100 ysrds long had to be dug end
%hat several barrels of quicklime were alongside of it ready for
ﬁée and we were all being finished off at dawn next morning or the
ﬁéy'aftar. Weirecited the rosary and prepared ourselves for
ipzhatavar was to take place. During the night I heard a shout of

; sentry and then a shot and that left us wondering what had taken
blaca. It appeers that Batt 0'Connor, who was in the roem on the
far side: of the corridor, put his head near the window to lnnk out

|

at the yard very nearly got shot for his trouble. In the early
r .

hours of the next morning we heard some volleys take place and
'Evhén- 8 guard opened our room we were told that some of our lesders
%e;a shot. We immediately recited the Rosary for the repose of
%héir souls. In the early afternoon we were allowed to exercise
fn_ﬁha yard and there, walking alone, was Jnséph Mary Plunkett
#nlfull uniform and, belng a very frail figure, was a very tgagic
éhgracter of that sad time. Sean O'Hegarty, a Glasgow Irish lad,
ﬁﬂ#t over and had a chat with him and gave him a few handkerchiefs.
és'pocr Joseph was in the last stages of T.B. and had got out of a
qiqk-beﬂ to teke part in the Rising. Joseph was separated from us
fmﬁediafely and that waes the last we saw of him. He was executed
ét'&awn:an the following day. One of my batch was taken out on
t?e day of Plunkett's execution - Jack Larkin, a painting
c%ﬁﬁractnr - and we expected to hear of his execution, but he came
a%éely back to us. He was qﬁastioned as regards to Jemes iarkin”

the Labour Leader, who had no act in the Rising whatsoever.

? !
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, After being in Kilmainham for 4 days we were brought to
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Fichmgnd Barracks whePe we saw a large number of prisoners, were
?Iaced.in large rooms Ewaiting and wondering what was to happen
ﬁéxt. ﬁn.FTiday, 5th May, I, along with ebout 300 prisoners, were
%archad downr to the barrack square and were each given a tin of
%ully beef and any eatables that our friends brought us; were
ﬁuﬁbarﬁd.ﬂff and again names and a ddresses taken ; were informed
%hgt a deportation order had been made against us and were to Dbe
%ransportad to Englend. Ve started our march on a very wet day,
qu§ on marching down the qyﬁys wore delighted in the change of
%tﬁitude of the people since the previous Sundgy; girle and women
rﬁsh to shake hends; some of thah ¢rying and the growds getting
1%rger as we neared the North Wall sheds. We were herded on to a
c%ftle boat and rumour started that we were toc be torpedoed and

t%d-ﬁermans were to be blemed. I'll not forget that ses-trip in

. t@d-eattla boste We were packed into the pens and if we wanted to

sleep we had either t0 lie down in the dung or hang across the
‘b;rriar. I asked a man to open my tin of bully beef and started
s%tiafying the lnner men. No mabhter what condition I was in I
c%uid always eat and I could elso hunger with patience, and for
h%pfa on that journey I wae seated, holding the beef tin between
mﬁ ﬁnﬂeﬂ and scooping out the meat with my Lingsr, while the boat
wa?_haing tossed like a cockle shell end the vast majority of my
cn?paniﬁns violently seaslck. It must be remembered thet since
Ea;ﬁar Saturday I had not shaved and I must have locked a proper
va%%ponﬁ. The boat eventually arrived at Holyhead and we were
liﬁaﬂ up on the platform of the station with about a company of
Hoidﬁers guarﬁing us. After hsiﬁg packed with 12 prisoners aﬁd

2 éugraﬂ to each compariment, the train started off to various
places in Englend. I happened %o be in that portion of the train
da%tinﬂd for Wekefield in Yorkshire. The guards in our compartment
weﬁeEvery sympathetic to us and treated us to tea and bread and
butﬁgr. On arrival at Wakefield the populace mistook us for
Ger&én prisaﬁers; but soon we heard the talk going on the the

Yorkshire dialect “They be the Irish Rebels, the pro-Germans".

|
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Inside the prison gates we were searched and all our belong-

1Ings were taken from us, including the bully beef that a large
r‘lnz:m‘her of the men had been saving for the next hungry pangs. 1 was
:Il.uek;r in heving consumed mire on board. We were each given a
um‘ber end a tag to tie to our coats, a mug and plete and then were
ﬂiapatchad to a' cell a man; were not allowed to speak, but there
1Lare a good number of bold spirits in our band and all the British

4u,thnr1tias in England could not s top them from speaking and many

1

aj clash between us and the prison authozitiss tan%c place and many
intidey

;49 an emuging incident occurred. The following(-a—tm oucurred at

Btaffc-rd and caused great amusement to bnth prisoners and guards.
' ' One day there:
n';taia great bustle in thal prison and we were asked to be on our best
ﬁehav{quﬁ,as a high official of the War .Office was to inguire
ﬁai:-sénally into eny complaints that we had, which were many.  lie
J‘gere liné&'i up in the prison yard and the official explained his
IﬂEiéEiOIl and asked the men who had complaints to stand forward and
hie:wnuld listen to them,. Needless to say nearly all the prisocners
s;.t?od forward end this rather nonplussed our visitor, but still
g_m-)d to his word he started rgoing f‘ro:ﬁ man to man. The main
ciior‘,nplaint was against the food given us. After a while he stood
-:mt and told ue that as the food question was a critical one for

. .
the whole of Englend, he could not listen to more complaints about

:Eli_.::-qd, but would listen to other grievances. Paddy Breslin, ean

E/Coy. man, stood forward and the officisl ssked him what was his
] :

complaint, Paddy rubbed his chin with his hend and asked if the

mfari could be provided with rq;zora to shave with. The official

laughed and said that ;:-azors- were toé dengerous for us to have and
wjie ‘could .;ic e lot of damage with them. Then Padq:; said "Why not g
g%.'ufe_ safety razorg, we could do no harm with them". The official
a-%d.:ﬂ "Oh, yes, you could”, "How" asked Paddy "Well, you could

£ix the blades on the ends of sticks and do an enormous amount of
d‘:;aniage“. Paddy immediestely answered "Hhere in the name of ...:...
ai;e we going to get the sticks",- The official gave Paddy a

m;zrpgiaed look and, resalising his mistake, burst into a fit of
i |
P
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laughter. Little episodes 11Hg these helped greatly to lighfen
our worries and shortly after the visit of the War Office official
, there was a great relaxation. of the prison rules and we were:

- allowed greédter freedom to smoke and receive parcels of food,
cigarettea.and newspapers. One thimg at which I was sstounded and
atill mafvel at - and that is, how news got into us of various

. happenings of which the general public, including our guards, were

: totally ignorant; one outstanding case being the drowning of

¢ Kitchener off the Shetlends, north of Scotland. The whisperings of
! .
:

, .the event passed among us in the morning and our guards would not

| believe us until the stop press news came in the afternoon of the

R

following day. . I have Bftenlwunﬂsrﬂd how our people got the

=

information, but then we are an extresordinany race,

The Government by this tiﬁa must have found us an awkwaprd
élprﬁbnﬁitiﬂn as we wore demoralising all other prisonsrs sand

, conscientious objectors. in the diffarent‘prisnne in which we were
;'place& and hﬁd decided to put us into a_canaantratiﬂnfcamp'with our
fjown 1aaaerﬁ to control us. Then Biegan the draftings to Frongoch,
an old German concentration camp in the mounteins of North Wsles.

. (I had happy memories of this district while on a tour in 1913).

" There were already 130 men in the distillery portion of the camp

- when the first Wekefield contingent arrived, the 0/Cs. being Joe
*Connolly and Seemus Kavanagh. Our party were, 120 étroqg, bringing
'the total to 250, On arrival, we were lined up by the British
'Militery Commendant and his staff. After all particulars had been
‘taken of us, our names were taken again and numbers given to us ;my
‘number being 135. The commandan toid us that inside the compound
ws were our own maatars and could appoint our leaders and were to
ksap the.camp in proper order. In warning us of going near tha
harbe& wire biarriers of the compound he informed us of the fact that
’the 14 armed sentries arounﬂ the cumpnund wara armed with shotguns
‘loaded with buckshot,"and you know what buckshot is! A Corkmen
'standing next to me shouted "Yes, your men found out all sbout

‘buckshot in Dublin", The commandant demanded to kXnow who shouted
p .
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and the sergeant. major rushed up and down the ranks to find the

| culprit. After this the comméndsnt was known as. Buckshot and the

i éergaant major was known as Jack Knives. The assistant commandant -
was known as Rubberfaces, owing to his facial expressions. dJack

Knives, although stern, bscame very popular with us. He tried very

hard to discipline us and we defeated him on every occasion and he

took his defeats in good part, although his whiskers reminded me of

the flapping wings of a bird when he was in a rage, and that wss

the state we enjoyed to see him in. On one occasion he had to eall

ths nemes end numbers of every man in the camp and it was laugheble

tn ‘hear him trying to pronounce some of the Irish names and some nf
tha men in response to their names being called would reply in
.Gaelic and say "Annso". Jsck would teke his eyes off the list and
|glare at the men and shout. "Yus, that"s what I want you to. dn, to
bl...+.y well answer'. . While in Frongoch we were to dn our own
washing and, having the use of only one arm, this was a dlfficult
Jmab for me. ‘A @itizen Army men named B?ady once helped me to wash
Tmy greyback sﬂrrt.which vwas issued from the Army Stores. - Erady and
mysalf, after washing the shirt in soapy water, doubled it round an
uiran.pipe and began twiﬂting it to wring out the water. We kﬂpt
th1sting until we twisted it into two halves. I can stilx.sae:him
;dpublad.up with mirth at my surprised expression.

. Each night & military officer with a guard came to cnunt us

......

Facited the rosary and were bunking down on our planic beﬂs, we heard

tha usual sentry calls from Bantry Noe 1 to No. 2 and so on. When

fentry No. 4 shouted "All's well, He. 5", Mo« 5 did not enswer him

but shouted "Halt!" we prisoners immediately raised our heads

wﬂndering who could be in the compound. "Halg!" was shcuted ths
|

saconﬁ time, and again "Halt", after which' there were two loud

|

reports from a shotgun. We were all agog early next morning to find
what had happened and ﬂiEGDV&red that s shlrt that had been lef't to

'dry in the cumpound was riddled wilth hcles by the buckshot. Somsone

had fargutten to take his ehirt in the previous nighte. That etcpped
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' all clothes-lines in the outer compound after that incident.

Another incident which had a direct bearing on my own particular
position shows the loyalty of the Volunteers to each other. The

British Government knew that a large number of men who had taken

" part in the Rising had come from various perts of England and

Scotland and were wanted for conscription: which had become law
about January 1916. The various roll calls ﬁt the camp were used:
asaa means of finding out the men wanted for'cunscripﬁion and =
few were got by that manner béfnre our Camp 0/Cs. realised it.
Three thaet I¥ew, Sean Nunen, Brnie his brother and Thomas
O'Donoghue were taken from the camp and efforts wafa made to force
them iﬁta the British Army, without sudceab. The Camp 0/Cs.
issued orders that in future no names were to be answered 8t

future roll calls and this order was carried out to the letter

although 1t meant privations in the way of correspondence amd

visitors. 1In this the refugees owe a debt of gratitude to the
Volunteers for the support given. We wers now in full control of
our internal effairs and were orgenising ourselves as a discipline
community. Each men had his allotted weék to do either manual or
edministrative and many, who afterwards became ﬁatinnal figures

to a greater or lesser degregi carried out menial work without
demur, proving that the ability to command must go with aslacrity

to obey. OuPr postman wes Mick Brennan (afterwards Commander in

chief of the Army). Jimmy-Mallon was our barber; still for all

i .that e good number remaeined "Holy Plctures" aé those with beards

were called. "Comrades" O'Mahony was 8 kind nf walfare officer

who, on the gradual releassing from the camp, saw that the

‘released prisoners were equipped with sufficient money to carry

"them to their destination.

‘I slept in the dormitory on the lst floor of the Distillery

‘Camp. Next to me was Tomas MacCurtain (aftefwards Lord Mayor of
Cork and murdered by the Black and Tems). MNany amazing incidents

~took place in Frongoch too numerocus to mention, but sufficed to

meke life endurable at any rate to the younger members. A
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Committee: of Inquiry under the chairmanship of Jistice Pim wag

- formed by the B.G. to investigate the causes of the insurrection

and in the same way Justify (in the eyes of the wurld? the
execution of our leaders. In functiﬂning the Committee: held its
cnuft.in'ﬁanﬂswnrth Jail, Lnnﬂon; and to this court bvary inmate
of Frongoch was brought at different periods %o undergo interrc-
gation from its ;embers. To look after our interests and advise w
& solicitor named McDonald was ;n aFtendance at the jail omn each

occasion a hafch of us were sent to'Lnndﬂn. Our finger prints,

heights and other items of oupr descriptions were recorded in

Frongoch and in selected batches were sent off to London. On
arrival at Euaten we were packed into omnibuses and were gi?en a
taur across London to Wendsworth on the south side. I made thﬁ
Journey interesting to my companions by puinting out places af‘
interest on the route. By the way, the London Irish on gll
occasions met the trains,bringing us and gave us good cheer and
often delicacies and sweetmeats and cigarettes were left for
distribution among the prisoners at Wandsworth., I felt very home-
Bick vhen my bus brought me to within 200 yards of my home on that
Journey. My mother did not know I was so nsar. A4t Wandsworth

we were placed in cells and next day at about 11 a.m. brought into

‘& reception hell ready to appear before the Court.

i

I had for some days before asked some of my intimates to
‘occasionally call me Liam Daly to see if 1t would affect my
demeanour and 80 I had steeled myself against being suddenly

addressed in my real neme. Each mar, hafura appearing befors

~ Justice Pim end his members, was asked %o speak to our solicitor

_ for his advice on his own particular case. I did not like the

' advice NMcDonald gave me’as 1t seemed unsound. He asked my name

e e e ek S,

which I gave as Doyle and then told me I did not know that the
Rebellion was going to take place aﬁﬁ that I was to say so. I
asserted that I knew what was to take place and if asked by the
Invastigating;nfficar'wnuld state the truth. He said I was alfonl.

I gaw my view that if each followed the advice he géve@ it woulad
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lead the world to believe that the followers were led into some-
1 thing they did not know of and justify the action of tha B.G. in
the executions. He tnld me to get out and I got. Immedlately afte.
. I wes ushered by a warder into what seemed. a boerdroem with s long
' table at which on one side sat the chairman, Mr. Justice Pim, two
f others with him'and a male shorthand writer at & small side tsble.
. I was invited to it down. and looking nervous I ‘was encouraged to
* take my ease. Mr. Justice Pim was a big stout man with a
ﬁanavelent Tace perpetuslly emiling, but a shrewd look in his eyes.
Fﬁth my record before him he seemed fully conversant with my case.
My accent aaamaﬂlta puzzle him; he asked me several guestions ebout

myaalf and I g&ve him to understand that I received my educatinn in

T —— T T T

England anﬂ was for some years past with my people in Ireland. I

! then gave a brieﬁ resume of what had taken place during Easter week
: leaving out fact% dealing with the erection of the wireless and

- enything incr&mﬁrﬁting me further. He ask?d me if I knew what was
to taeke place. T sald yes and "Did you shoot anyone? I said I

| shot but could nﬁt say if I hit anyone. He asked me if I was Eérny.
I did not answeﬁ. After a few more questions of small importsnce

1 I was dismissed ﬁo get ready for return to Frongoch. (There is a
story wcrth'rapaiting of a Galway man's experience at the Court.

In thé_cnurse of huestions Mr. Justice Pim aslked the Galwayman if
he wgs a member qf a secret society. He said yes. Pim asked what
was the name*nf'tha soclety. He said he was a member #f the |
Sacred Heart Sodality thinking that it was a sacred organisation

he was asked ahcu%}.. The following day wé were dispatched back to

[
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' our home in the mounteins, i.e., Frongoch.

Being emall fry I wae letislip through the net and in Sep tember
: . . ' “ N ot

iwaa roleased and with me enother companion in the same plight as

Lmyaalf, that is, without home dr hebitation in Ireland. My

'

“cnmpanicn, Bob De cﬂeur, be tter. known as Bob Stout, was attached

“to the Citizen Armw and the Lahuur movement. .

f On the morning of the release we were searched to prevent

hr@nging_out letters, etc. and Jack Knives telling us not to gat

-
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! into trouble again. Comrades O'Mghony, the Welfare Officer,

elipped & few shillings to each of us and wished us luck. We.

had an uneventful Jjourney to Dublin and,

being at the early

stage of releases, there were few to notice: us. Bob Stout and

I, being homeless, made our way to 28 North Frederick St. and

met Krs. fﬂtquIlﬂJN. whose son was still in Frongoch. How

she menaged to exist in that house from Easter Week without

any money was a mystery to me. The first Job I set about to

restore myself to.civil routine was to rid myself of vermin

and it was practically impossible to remain cleen under the

conditions that prevasiled in Frongoch. This was about the

middle of September 1916.
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