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STATELMENT BY Mr. SEAN McLOUGHLIN,

77, Lees Hall Road, Sheffield, Eneland.

When I was about 15 years of age I joinad the
Colcumcille Branch of the Gaelic League which met at
Blackhall Street. I met there Michasl Sﬁainéa,
Peadar Breslin, the Carrols (father aml son) and the

O'Beirne girls.

T joined the Tianna abbut a year befors the How th
Gun Running: it was befdre the start of the Volunteers and
then I was enrolled by Padraig ¢ Riain. We drilled in
Camden Street. I was in Camden Street until the Howth
Gun Running. I was asscciateﬂ there with Tomﬁd‘ﬁonoghua,
now a priest in Englanmd. Some of the others were the

Houlihans, Dick Barton and Earﬁﬂy Mellowes.

When the Volunteers started in 1913 Ilfurmad a
cﬂmpe;n;r at Father Matthew Hall, Church Street. We formed
the Company in the Hall.and we. were asgked to shift it. We
moved to North Brunswick Street to the back of the
Ghristian Brothers School and the first Captain was J.J.
Keane. I think he was President at that time of the
G.A.A, This was “ﬁ” Company of the lst Battalion of ,the
Volunteers. I carried on there fu the "split". Ve ware
there at the "split™. The Company was meeting there
then. At the "split™ I think J.é. Keganes remalned
neutral and I led tﬁe dissenters and we joined up with "Gv
Company at Blackhall Street. Michael Staines was

Quartermaster of "A"™ Company. I was Lieutenant when T

.brought this Company away and I became a Lieutenant in "G'

Company. The lst Lieutenant was Baright, a sllversmith
(still living). Sean Heuston was Captain. Ve were

Jattached
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attached to the lst Battalion and we carried out drill

in Blackhall Street. We carried out manceuvres in the

. Phoenix Park and Finglas area and street fightlng around .

Benburb Street.

1915 was an eventful year. Tﬁe main thing T
remember about 1t was that order to park our arms which
was takeﬁ very badly then, §The British Military got |
very ;xplasive about then. There were sSome arrests
that year. Monteith left the lst Battalion about 1915
and Ned Daly took his place as Battallon Commander. It
was in 1915 I first learned that there was to be a Risiﬁg
I was lnitiated into the I.R.B. that ysar by Tom Clarke.
I was in the Teeling Circle: Garry Houlihan was in it.

T did not attend any meetings because I was too active.
I was in charge of the parade at the 0'Donovan-Rossa
Funeral, which Dccurredlin this period, and this was the
first time we carried arms following the banning of them.
The main feature of 1915 wes scouting, drilling and
arnling. Some time in ths.winter of 1915 in tlﬂ'cau;s;'
of.a discussion with Sean MHcDerﬁbtt, Sean Heuston and 'E
a nunber of athers I asked whether theiVﬂluntaers should
resist any attempt by the police to disarm them, and |
Sean MacDermott said that any viclent action now would
spoil our chances of the Rising. I said later ﬁo Sean
Heuston "It looks.as if we mean business" and Heuston®
replied "Yes, and before vary'lang jou.will Know more
abngﬁ it." We had a march on the 17th March am
this was the first time I was placed on my own to -
operate without orders - only a directive. On thaﬁl_

_ occasicifwas givenfabcgt a half dozen fellﬁés who were
armed with revolvers and our job was to watch the
detectives at the parade and if they made any attempt

to pick up Pearse - in fact any leader - .our jab wasg to

"bump" them off,
/That
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That was the first tima_ﬁa had "any action of that kind.
We were not in uniform. I was in charge of a squad.
We were detached. We followed Detective-Sergeant
Bruton. I followed him about until in the end I
believe he got frightened. That was the beginning

then.

About & fortnight before Easter Week Sean Heuston
told me that there was a likelihood ¢f action around
Easter. Mo one was told there was going to be an‘upa
rising. We were to get the arms from the écntinentt
There was a coﬁsignmﬂnt of arms coming from Germany and
we were told we would be called out in Holy Week and our
job would be to collect these arms and in the event of
any attempt by the British to intar}ara, resi stance
would be of fered, which would probably lead to an all
Treland Rising. That was the arrangeme nt,  To my
knowl edge no suggestion was ever made Dpeﬁl} to the men
that théy were to participate in thﬁ Rising; On Good
Friday I thiﬁk it was'generally known about this arms
bus iness, .

I think it was early in 1916 that Heuston took over
" command of "Dﬁ—ccmpany. Dick Balfe was a Section
Leadgr. There were the Derringtons, L%aﬁ.murnane,

Liam Staines who was 2nd Lisutenant and Tom Kelly.

There was a Brennan and a chap named -0-'Dea. Paddy
Stephenson was Quartarmastar; Sean Heuston was the
C.Cs "I was an actlve Volunteer.

We ﬂniy ran the Flanna as a gort of side line.
I still keptlan Liedﬁenant of the Sluagh but actually
it was run by Liam Staines.- I was in commend in the
Sluagh: Liam Stalnes was rext. Others were Shanley
and Rooney.
/The
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‘The officers of "D" Company of thellst Battalion
were Sean Heuston, Lliam Murnane and myself. . Andy
Finnucane was never an offlcer. Dick Ealf& was a
Section Commander. I think it was the smallest Company
in thallst Battalion. nI dnn'tathink we ﬁaraded over

30 or 40 at any time. We were dominated by ™A™ Company.

During Holy Week we shifted an amount of those old
guns and bombs in wooden boxes. = We went to Kimmsge for
them. We distributed them in houses off Chancery |
Place. We also got a number of Lee Enfield Rifles. I
think we were the best armed unit in the lat.Epttélion.

T ‘ceased work on Mbn&af on instrﬁetiona from Sean Heuston,
and that was the first intimation I got although we were

L]

still thinking in terms of action.

Ahout Tuesday qr'Wednaaﬁay Tom Kelly read out in the
Corporation a document to the effect that we were to be
disarmed by the British. .On Monday I got instructions
to take a week off, At that time I was more concerned
in raidingfﬁuns. Sean Heuston told me a lot of things.
He once asked me who did I think would be the best man
in the Company to be fitted out for any special jobs.

He began.to doubt one or two people in the Gﬁmpany as to

whether they would turn ocut or not.

Cn Wednesday night I saw Heuston and he told me that
on Holy Thursday I should go to the Three Rock Mountain
wher@ we had & camping ground and I was to take my
oluagh of the_Fianna because 1t was not possible to gt
Volunteers, and we wareltc bring all the arms that we
had available. The lﬁds wére Liam_Staines, Eamonn
Rooney, I think. I am not sure if we had Shanley.*

There were 11 of us altogether. DBalfe was not with us.

~ /The
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The people I took along were still going to thopl.

I took with me two Lee @nfie]d rifles and sixlrevulvers-
and about é half dozen proper iills grénades.i On
Thursday morning we sét off froem my home at Hﬁ. 4, North
King. Street; I am not sure abcu* the time. Eean HEustnn
saw us off. It was then ha told me that in the event |
of arms being landed and any interference by éhe_British
we would form thq nucleus of a unit that wnuld move down
to overlook Dunlaoghaire to prevent the movement 0f1
‘troops in from England. We stayed at the Three Rock
Mountain over Good Friday and - until Saturday mnrning and
on that mnrning I got a masaage from Heuston t%at the
thing was off and that we were to come back into Dublin
immediately, breaking camp, Y/ie could not eariry the
material. I sent the whole of the Sluagh witin Liam
Staines on thg tram carrying some of the material and I
carried the Lee Enfield rifle, the bombs anﬂ.tﬁﬂ
revolvers on the back of my bicycle to my own ﬂama¢ At
this time the military issued an o?da? pruhibi%ing ﬁha
use of arms, so there was an element of risk i@ what T
did, I made no attempt to cover my cargo. f wasg being
stupid really. Two detectives were watching Ay house.
‘Arriving at home on the Saturday I had my dinne} and the
police were watching the house. Thsra was an instructian
for me to proceed to Blackhall Straat. I atayeﬂ in
Blackhall Street all the afternoon and in the e;ening I
saw Sean Heuston who told me not to allow the a;ms to get
out of my possession, that something was going %n happen
on the Sunday and that if necessary I was to us% viclence
to defend the arms. o

| 1

. : !
The police follnwed us to Blackhall Etreet and I got

1n3truct10ns to ﬂﬂf&nﬂ the arms I had. On Baturday night

we had s scuruighﬂacht in Blackhall Street and we Btayed
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all night and about.10 o'clock at night Seén Heuatan came to
Blackhall Street back again and told me that the rlsing would
talce place the following day. I slept at Blackha}l Street on
the floor with a number of others - Liam Staines, ﬁalfe.

We got up at 5 o'clock mext morning, Between 5 énﬂ 6 o'clock
Seén Heuston returned to Blackhall Street and told me I was to
accompany him t0 s meeting to bhe held at Liberty Héll .

t

Shortly after 6 o'elock in the morning we set off.
. i

Seén and I stood around at Liberty Hall fop @uite over a

half hour and eventually the first man I saw was G%nnn;ly who

came and shook hands. He was dressed in a green uniform and

hat - it was a military hat. He carried a revolvér in his

belt. We atood taiking about., Eventually the Pgarses

arrived - Patriek and T¥illie together, carrying awérds and both

wearing Volunteer hats upturned at the side with th# Flanna

badge.  Connolly asked me to wait, not to go avay, ond then

went into a room with the Pearses, Sedn Heuston and:himself,

© In the room were Tom Clarke and Sefin kicDermott, BEfore they

went in Seén Heuston said to me: T hope T can keeb you with me,

Sefnt. I asked him what he meant but Connolly ﬁalie&.him and

I never got to know,

.ﬁf%er_gbaut halT an hour Connolly came out hafeuheaded and
sald to me, "Can you get a bicycle?t. I said, "Tell I can
BrorrowT Gnef e then handed me a dispatch and said' "You will
glve this to the Ufficer—inwcharge at Kimmgge, unen you ﬂPll?CP
this you will reyort back to your uniih, Then he tolu e to
tell him that Everythlng in the way of food and aPHS'that could
be carried were 40 be csrried snd nothing of any use was Lo be

left behind. I set off for iimmage on uh@ mlcyele;anﬂ Then

I got there the Ximmage men were having breakfash. i I savw,

I believe it wam, CGeorge Plunkett and handed him thé dispatech,

He asked me what way I Lad come and I told him thaﬁEI had come up
: i
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Harcourdt Jtreet and the Gircuial; ‘Road. I had a cup! of tea with
him and recognised some of the 'refugees’ ﬁS‘JthIEF we:f?e called.
After spending about twenty minutes I then left. Iiraturned
to Blackhall Street. There was no sign of any ac:-ti\:rity of any
kind. This was gbout 7 o'clock in the morning. i?l;len we got
some breakf_‘as-t and then waited the remainder of the a.mit turned
Up. Zbout 11 o'clock most of the Company had app‘eaxi-e& and our

' ¥

instructions were to report to Beresford Place. |
| |

e did not march or take up military farmatiﬂn;; we just
strolled aecross but everybody was carrying arns, Leec -Enfiéld
rifles and 100 rounds of ammunition. I was ca.rr;ringi' a smgll
handbag containing ,3503 ammnition. When we got to iBares:r.‘ord
Piace several hundred men were assenbled outside in Cé'ompaw
formation, all armed. The Kimmﬁge unit ('refugees' ag they were

known) arrived then.

Heuston went in to Liberty Hall and then came b?ack , formed
us up and we set off in a'i-ather ragged military fomﬁiatien across
Butt Bridge. It was now getting on for 12 o'cloek, We got to
O'Connell Bridge and we mounted a tram there that rani to
Kingsbridge.  Seén Heuston and I sat in the back of the tram and
he then told me we going into action. It had been decided Lo
Put the thing to the test and that our Jdb was to seiéz.-a the
Hendicity., I said to him: '"What sbout MacWeill's countermanding
orders? ill it be an all-Ireland rising or are we i'jusi: going
out on our owrn?. He said; "I am afraid we ave on 015:111 ovm, .at

least for the beginming"., - ",
' ;

e veached Qiecen Street Bridge where we dismounted from the

tram. I handed ithe bag of ammnition to Derrington.
f
Sedn Heuston then hurriedly explained %o the Company that we were

- = _m i "
going to seize the Hendidity. Some of them vere agtonished.
- . ' . .
He turned to me and said: "“Sein, you better have a couple of men

[
and see ve are not interfered with from the Roval Barpaciksth.
]
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I went down to the quay wall uverlaoking the exﬂt-from the
Barracks while they rushed into the Mendicity Iustitdte. after
a lapse of gbout ten minmutes a policeman came along %ﬁd was about
to ask us some guegtions when we pointed our guns at%him and he

|
disappeared rapidly in the direction of Queen Street.. Heuston

-then came out and asked me if I-cculd get harricaﬁﬂsgerected gach
glde of the Mendicity. I

| We gtopped the trams; ordered the drivers aff; tuld them
there was going to be shooting. I then went down to Bridge
Etraet and entered a yard where a mmber of caris wﬁra parked., |
Drawing a revolver I rounﬂsd up some individuals stanﬂing in the
corner of Bridge Etreet and wilth their assistance we pulled the
carts across the roadway. I was then summnnﬂd.baﬂk Fo the
mendicitr by Seén Heuston. e heard shouting autsidb the
) building, We went outside {0 see what was the mattef and saw the
ommer of the carts:dbﬁnlishing the barricade. He dbjeated to his
carts being used in the riéing. ﬁfter further argument I managed
t0 persuade him to leave them where they were. m,crowﬂ was now
gathering to see what was: up. Llam 8taines now shouted to me fraom
the Mezmuit':.r to come back, that. the military were ccﬁning along the
Quay in the direct:on of the Barranks; WE got into pﬁﬂition.
I looked out the windows with Liem Staines., Seén Hﬁuatﬂn shouted;
"Don't fire until I give you the signal", . fThere would.he about
thirty or forty men on the far side in Khekl marching|in militery
formation towards Queen Street Bridge. . As we were getting ready
I nnticed that the men were carrying shovels and piuks and I ran

down the passage to Heuston and saild: '"These men are | nﬂt armed;

they are carrying picks and shovels". T sald, "You are not going

to ahadt them", He said "Ho, but” we will Tiwe cver'thelr hesds
I

and scatter them and give them a scare". He then *ﬁstnuuted

each to fire a couple of shots. We fired in the gir' over their
heads. The shots from the « 003 bullets b&ing unlonsad seened Lo
fill the whole place and the military Hcatuared. Stevensan and

Balfe were now given the task of organising supyiiea;f Bedn
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discussed with me the question of food and sald that he was fe:ry
disappointed there was very little in the Mendicity, and g}ake-i
me if' T was prepared to go out and get some, He then mentioned
the bombs: we left in Bridgefoot Street would be v:ar;;r' useful now
and sughested that in add’ii:ion to the food somebody ought to be
sent to collect the bombas,

~ N
Wobody appeared to be w -illing, There was about 14 of us
there, Eventually I agreed to go for the food and as I Xnew an
iné‘ividua:l. in a public house in Bridgefoot §ireet who had been
attached to the Volunteers T set off there, I had 30/~ in my
Possession. - I got to Bridgefoot Street and suddenly decided
that I would collect the boubs. I went into this house and ane

- 1ot of bombe were in a woodsn box like a butter box, very awkward

t0 carrey. The people in the house were terribly i‘rightened
because by now .lled J}al:.r's men were setting up barricades outgids
the Four Qourts gnd thﬁﬁchurc-h Street Bridge, T collected the
bombs, entered this public house, laid the 'b-;aﬁbs»"&n the counter
and asked the assistant for s auantity of sugar, condensed milk sng
biscuite and put down £1 on the counter, I vas very excited and
80 was the boy who served me. He made up & parcel eﬂntaining
these materials and handed it to me,
/carrying the bonmbs on my shoulder.

I nade my way back along by the Quays/ I went dowm through
Bridge Street and I entered the Mandiuit;r through the Back yards,
g0t 1n with the material and had to Ieave down the bombs while
I shouted for help, For a long time nobody answered my cries

and eventuslly some of the men appeared and hel;ped me across the

" wall with the parcels. This expedition seemed ta rouse

Seén Heuston. He became very enthusiastic sbout my going out
again ., The only sign of any military uniform was a pair of

leggings, B YM.EM M&&M&mﬁe _ -

We had some of the tea and then 3Jefn Heuston suggested- that '

I should make g Journey to his home, I believe some shotg were

4
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fired from the Mendicity to scatter the crowds who were
congregating on the bridges, mostlylon Queen Jtreet Bridge, and

shﬁtaiwere heard coming-from lower down the Quays.

dfter a considerable argument betweeh Sedn Heuston and
myself - he was very concerned in case his home Wwas raideﬁ
he had left his mother and hig auht in the house on their ow1l,
and in the house were é nurber of documents and a large quantity
of ammunition, the emmunition he required back, the documents
to be destroyed ~ I decided to make %he Jjourney o his.hémﬁ.
In addition to cglling on hig mother he nanded me g disvpatch to

take t0 the Post Office to give to Pearse and gonnolly,

I eventually reached Sedn Heuston's house and saw his
mother,  She handed me thgdmmunition and save o a parcel
conlning butier, tea and suger, and e letter for Seén.

I then get out Tor the Post 0ffice, going down Parnell Sqﬁara and
through the way we were afterwards %o retreat - Hemry Plsce - and
into the side door of the Post Office. There was a lot of people

about; no attempt being made to clear them off the streets.

dhen I went into the Post Office Connolly and Pearse stood
together with their backs 4o the counter, T went up to Connolly
and ﬁe sald to me: '"There have you come from?", and I handed him
the dispatch from Sefn Heuston which he then read, He said %0 me.:
"dhat do you think of vour chances of staying there?. Hdave any
trogpa appeared from the Royal Barracks or from Eingsbridges".
I told him about the party we had scaltered but apaset from that we
had seen no movement so far, He said: "ﬁbll; you could expéct
troops from Kingsbridge, there's nothing ﬁé stop them coming from
the Gurraghranﬂ you will probably get them somewhere in the early
hours of to-night", He then turned to his t¥ypist who I believe

Was Wimnie Xearney and gave her some instructions to write down
. ' 5

| which he folded up and put in an emwvelope and handed me to give

to Sefn Heuston. In the discussion Pearse was listening to0 him

but took: no part in it. T told him our main difficulty in the



_11-
place was food and he said he would arrange for me to have some
food later if I came again, I then left the Post Office and
went into 0'Connell Street. This was about 4 o'elock in the
afternoon. ~ I saw same dead ﬂBrses Just gbout the Pillar and
one of the guards st the front of the RPost Office told me that

the Lancers had come down the street and had been Tirsd on.

I walked down O'Connell Street towards the river; Dbig
crowds of pecple weré milling round; some windows had been .
broken, Over the Post Office I mnoticed three flags flying, as
far am I can recollect, 2 Tricolours and the middle one a green
flag with a haryp. On' the opposite side on the Imperisl Hotel
was also a-Tricolour. I crossed 0'Connell Briﬁge and into
Dame Ftreet and heard shooting comifig from the direction of the
' Gity Hall. However, I got near the Dolphin Hotel. T turned.
round and got into Parliament Street.” Several shots were Tired
over my head. I noticed the liall. Office windows were broken.
Ilcnuld not tell vhere the firing was coming from. 'Emun&.the
vieinity of the1city Hell like the Post Office there was no one
t0 be seen but a Ereen, vhite and orange flag was flying over the
Clty Hall and I took it that we were in posséssion and did not

investigate.

I went back to lierchents Quay along to the Mendicity, handed
over the dispatch and parcels to Seén Heuston and told him we

discussed the position as I had seen it. This was asbout 6 o'eclock.

During the nighﬁ I volunteered to "stand to", - #As it fell
dark we heard. the first sound of heavy traffic but could see
 nothing.  Somebody shouted 0 us through the railings that-
soldiers:wareumaking their way from the Royal Hospital into
Janes's Jtreet, A1l during the night we heard these soundsbut

there ‘was no activity.

The fdllowing morning about 10 o'clock Sefn Heuston
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suggested that I should return to the Post Office and collect the
food. I went off again; t'hif; time agaein repeating the Jjourney.
I stood this t:lme and talked to the lads; all was quiet here as
well, I went to th.a Post foiéa, 8aw Connolly and Pearse who
" expressed great astoniahment we were still holding the fort. |
on my own. inltlative I suggested it would not be a'bad plan if they
¢ould allow us have extra men as we were not doing & good deal of
work in the Hanﬂiuity it might be possible to push further out,
Connolly thou.glzlt that th.;:‘{‘m a good 1&5;;31-@ his own experilence
in the Post Office ad 3§’ the tendency was for every post to
'QE‘-'-*‘ﬂuM

-comqun one plase and that it would be much better from a
military point of view to push outpoats out to tha limit, We than
disoussed the number of men that ahuuld be sent and he went away .
wvith Pearse and after ten mimutes came back and told me a number of
men had arrived from Swords. They were utterly unfamiliar with the
- alty. I could teke these men. E&ﬂid not ‘gva.y the number but
- I understood in the neighbourhood of 10 to 20, and asked me how
I proposed to get them there. I i'.nlﬂ hi;n I would ‘tske them,
He disagreed with this. He said, "No, you mmst not take them.
We must get samebody to guard tham and you nniat g0 on ahead and see
the uo%t is clear and on no aceount got mixed up with them; you are
t00 useful to Seén Heuston ana. keep aming here as long as ever you
Gan. You are the unl;g' authentic source of information we hsave of
what 1s teking place along that area".

I saw Miche#l Stalnes and Deamond Fitzgerald who gave me g
large parcel of food. Connolly had now found a man called
JdeJ. Se¢0llin who knew the city, to take the Mendicity men mam
and I was to give them the route they were to follow. I alsc har.'l a
wz-d wiih the leader of the Swords men, Dick Coleman, I gave the:n
the route and then set off in front of them, " They eventually
reached the Mendicity sbout half an huur behind me and when I told
Heuston I was h.t-:l.ng:lng gome arl:ra. men he thought I was heing

' leaped
humorous and was greatly m:rpriaaﬂ. wlfen he saw the men arr:lva.

While I‘was out of the Mendicity I believe some shooting had
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taken place in the direction of the Royal Barracks. In the
evening it was now possible to extend the screen of men into the
houses outside the Mendicity, again the night was qgulet.

The following morning Heuston, now quite cheerful, feeling
very eonfident, instructed ms to again set.out for the Pat Office.
I told him it was too much ©of a strain to econtinue carrying.
-parcels on my own and that I would have to have somsbody else,

 He gave.me a young fellow named Rbcha. Later on I set out, but
i-}n setting out found that Stevenson had arranged 0 come with ms.
Stevenson acexompanied me and we set out for the Post Office, again
mllecting_ food and supplies. Connolly and Peairse now sppearing
to be walting for my eppearance there were astonished to f£ind that
we were still e;.t. the Mendicity and that no organised action had
been taken againat ua, Gomally sald t0 Pearse in my hearing:
"There onuld not have been so meny men in the country as I thought",

£I took it to be British}as I fully expected the Mendiedty to have
been captured by now™, '

We set off back coming through Ghurch Street.  When we
reaﬁhad the end of Church Street we heard very loud and intensive
firing going on in the diract'ion of Queen Street and we realised
this action must be taking place around the Mendicity. We went
down Smithfield to the Quays and saw & large body of fully
equipped armed troops in the shelter of the quay walls obwiously
getting ready to cross the bridge while others were taking up
poaitions in the windows in the public house on the corner of
Queean atraat. Perrific firing was going on and & large crowd was
assenbled at the corner to watch the movement of the troaps.

I moved into the orowd with the idea that it might have been
possible t0 rush scross Queen Street Bridge. When the troops
moved further across the bridge some women standing in a group -
locked at us and some of them recognised me as a volunteer and
sald "there is one of them". The troops in their immediate
vieinity made a rush but wére blocked by the crowd and we ran



-1dm

towards Smithfield as all the arms T was carrying was a small
automatic pistol which was uselese in such a position, but we

were not pursued.

’

We then went down Hammond Iane to Church Street and went on
to the billets where they were all aware of what was teking place,
that the liena.:l.oitr was being attacked. The firing seemsd o
reach a very high piteh; loud explosions as if boubs were being
thrown and then suddenly it was all over, We were very upset.

By now Ned Daly hed been sent for and had me down. to the Lridge,
Ho said t0 me; "Fell, you did not get back this tims. You've
had a good run and you were fortunate you were not earlier op you
would have been with them now,

We then agreed to stay at the Four Gourts and Ned Daly
asked me to take charge at Chancery Flace end. During the night
heavy firing took place all- along the quays towards the end of the
river and it seemed as if o' Connell Street were in action. The
only act:lan at tha gate was some firing which todk place from the
houses Oopposite, and we returned, We stayed there all night and
the following morning in a discussion with Daly I suggeated to him
that it m:f.ght not be a bad idea if T went back t0 the Post Oftice,
In the meantime he told me some actlion had taken place at the top
end of his position at King Street and that a friend of mins had
been badly hurt. Iater I found out an attack had been made on the
Broadstone station by a number of men led by Garry Houlihan,

[wenr ©o e Hospi7ac SUY
Mertin being shot through the J.tmgs.
a5 ‘shlan I got
there the hogpital authorities a‘htamptad to atop, me - £rom anﬁaring.
I pushed my way in and saw Martin lr:lng on tha seat t0 all
appearances dying and unconscious. Oon my ww out the House
Surgeon called me into his room, as I tho&ght t0 reprimand me for
entering the hospital, and to my a&ton:l.ahment nresented me with
two pouches of ,303 emmmnition, with the words: "yYou will probably
need thisv, I then left the hospital and took the ammunition to

@ -
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the barricade in King Street. I made my way down King Street
towards Capel Street intending t0 call at home, Under the floor of
my bedroom which we put awvay during Holy Week were 12 aingle bore new
ahotguns, I arrangad to have them taken' away. Then I returnsd to
the Four Courts and collected Stevenson and then sét off for the-
Post Office with Stevenson, )

" We went down Britain Street and I met some people I knew who
were not connected with the movement bit who knew I was Sut. They
warned me not to go down Britain Street which I had intended to do,
and sald troops were coming down from Rutland Square, very large

bodies: of troops with full equipment and were meking their way along.

I turned into Demmark Street and saw the troops myself head on
bominick Street and

'I_ turned down
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I turned down Denmarik Sﬁréat with Stephenson and
~ we turned into Henry Street. There was not a soul to
be seen and the windows were amashsd in Henry Streef.
- Eventually we reached ths side door of the Post Office
opposite Moore Street amd we entered after-a parley. It
seemed to me that Pearse and Connolly took up a stance in
the G.P.0. right in the middle of it facing the outer
door. I saw Connolly and I told him what had happened,
that the Mendicity was captured and that the men were
killed, as far as I knew. He asked about King Street
and I told him. I élaa told him of the British . | '
movemsnt down Parnell .Street (Britein Street then). I
explained the whole situation and then I left him to get
a cup of tea. We bad the tea and after about an hour an
alarm was given and all who were not directly manning the
barricades of the f;ont window "Stood to". We were
lined up in double column and Connolly came down the line
and commenced splitting them up inteo small groups of & or
8 and then he marked off a blg group of about 30. He
~called me out'of the ranks and sald "You come here"
‘adding "These are your men. I want you to come with me'".
Wie turned the men and marched out into Princes Street.
He then said "I hava1had word brought in-that the British
are advancing along Abbey Street and coming across from
the Quays up Liffey Street. I want you to go around -
into Abbey Street and seize the Independent Ufﬁce, gnd"
he continued, "the building on the opposite cormer so
that you can EGIEIEB;lﬁ Abbey Street looking towards Capel
S%—reet and overlooking Liffey Street. .If you require
re-inforcements, send a IIESSE_'EDEEI back and let me know".
We then went down the laneway that leads from ‘Princes
| Street into Abbey Street, Connclly and myself leading.

/When
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When we reached the corner of Williams Lane linking
into Abbey Street, the street was being heavily shelled.
Volumes of smoke were poﬁring down O'(}onnell'strpat. I
theﬁ detached a small party of men, amongst whom was

Sean Milroy with a small party, and ordered them to

proceed at the double down Abbey Street and dash across

into Lucas Lamp Office. They dashed off and all the time

the street was being shelled. I remarked to Connolly

 that he should not expose himself, that he was too

valuable to be lost and then I sent my own men off - the
remaining men - with instructions to enter the Independent
Office at the bottom of the street. I turned, shook
hands with Connolly and he said "Don't forget if you are
in trouble send back a messenger, I will keep in touch
with you." The firing w:as very hot now and piaéas of
metal were bouncing off the pavement. I dashed off and
got to the Independent Office. | Arriving there I found
all the men staﬁdin.g outside the don?:' ‘trying to take
shelter. I said "Why have you not entered?" They
replied "Some jmen inside have locked the door and refused
to let us in." After a few minutes futile recrimination
1!;5 wént aroupd the corner into Upper Liffey Street and |
taking a rifle -off one of the men I smashed a glass
window of a furniture shop. We entered through the
broken window and found ourselves in a yard leading to the
Independent G.ffices and from a door a -number of men
emerged who _war.;a obviously the caretakers of the
Independent Office or empla,;,raés. I spoke sharply to them

on their action in shutting the front door on the teeth

of the men and I then told them to clear cut warning them

to go down towards Jervis Street for safety. ¥e then

entered the Independent Offices and took possession.

/I
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T placed the men in the top windows overlooking
the approaches which Connolly had indicated. Again

the same trouble confronted us - there was no food.

' T went on to the roof of the Independent Office with one

of the men who was a member of an organisation known as
the Hibernian Rifles. Now we saw the extent of the
damage in O'Connell Street. The eastern sidse of
O'Goqnell'Straet was in flames. The Imperial Hotel, and
Reis's were also emitting huge columns of smoke. It
was a terrific spectacle. I reaiisé& then that this
was probably how the Rising would end -~ probably being
burned to ﬂgath. We descended fﬁom thg roof and a
messenger arrived at the door with a basket of food.

I wrote a short note ané talﬁ Cornolly we were still
where he placed us but I think the story that the
British were crossing from the Quays and up Abbey
Street was not correct. I placed one or two on guard
and allowed the ramaindar to lie down and rest. .By
midnight the fires seemed to have got worse as the roar

of the flames could now be heard guite clearly.

-

We received an alarm that cavalry were approaching
and I ordered the men to "Stand tﬁ". The -.sound of
horses' hooves could be heard coming and as I was about
to give the order to shoot I suddenlylraalissd that
the horses were riderless. They were horses that hed

escaped from stables.

About 6 o'clock the following morning a messenger
came from Pearse stating that I was to return to the
Post O0ffice and ﬁring my men. In the excitement of
getting back I overlooked the men at Lucas'. We did
not get in touch with Milroy ﬁnd as far as I know he
received no instructions. - I returned to the Post

fﬁffice
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.foice. Everybcdy-was gloomy and there was a sense
of foreboding that the end was near. After the men
had been giﬁen food Desmond Fitzgerald told me that
Connolly hed been wounded. I had not Seen him then.
I went to See Connolly and he was lying on a stretcher
being attended té by & British Army Officer. Sean
Macﬁefmott-sat vith him. He said to me "You did not
remain away long." .I said "I am sorry;what happenedf"
He answered "After youlleft I came out in the street in
order to see if you could get intec the Independent 0ffice
safely when I was hit." T said "It prabaﬁly was the
shrapnel™. He sald "I don't know"., He added "I think
I am hit in’ two places, but" he continued “thaga is
plenty for you to do and we can talk about my trouble
some o ther timﬂ.ﬁ .He was very stﬁical but sesmed to be
"in very great pain. He turned to Sean MacDermott and
- 8aid "This is the young fellow I told you ébout; He
has seen more of Dublin this week than @ny of us. We
had better keep him with us now." I stayed nearby and
he ard reports being brought in from the .various parts of
the buildihg a3 Lo the prqgreag‘of the fires opposite.
Orders had now been given thaf all outposts were to be

-withdrawn back to the Post Office.

Avout midday the shelling ra—opened. D‘Rahil;y came
up and said "We are moving firing parltias oh to the
roof but there is a large collection of bombs in the
basement near the lift." I salid to Sean MacDermott
"That is ‘a peculiar place to put them. If the roof goes
on fire it will travel through the x:nuf-into tie
basement and these bombs may be more dangerous to us than
to the British." Sean lauéhad and said "I have not
seen any of them go off yet. I don't think they are the
bes; job in the world." I then agreed tﬁ go with |

 /0o'*Rahilly
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O0'Rahilly, taking the men I had with me, to shift the

‘bombs away from the lift. As far as I recollect

Jnseph_Plunkatt accompanied us. He wore a pair of high
boots and had a large coloured handkerchief tied around
his neck cowboy fashion. We went into tl® cellar.

We had hardlj begun to shift the bombs when we were called
back by Sean MacDermott who .said - and this struck me as
remarkable at the time - "Mr. Connolly wants you to go
around and have. a look at th? position from the 1ift."

As we were about to obey, a Volunteer came rushing down
smhting that the Post Office was on fire, that
incendiary shells were falling nﬁ the roof and the men
were coming off it. I believe the name of this
Volunteer was Kilgallen, a St. XZnda's boy. I rushed up
towards the lift which was by now beginning to blaze. iﬁ
was .clear now that nothing could be done.to stop. the fire
spréading. I ran back and said "It is hopeless, we will
have t© get out." IwmammﬁthwmminmaRM
Office and the wounded were being rounded up and we - moved
out into the Coliseum theatre next door - a new fheaﬁre
recently built which was believed toc have been fire-proof,
but which was nﬁt fireproof. Orders were néﬁ glven that
all tha men were to be rounded up with thelr arms and
ammunition. It was now a race against time of which I
had lost all count. As it was gatting_daﬁk the Fost
foicg waé still alight. Conﬁnlly'was moved towards the
other entrance on a stretcher accompanied by some wounded
prison;ra eand volunteers. ' I went below stairs with The
0'Rahilly and the originalISquaﬂ to complete the task we
had been interrupted in carrgiﬁg out, that is the moving
of the bombs. The 0'Rahilly turned on the water and - ths

first jet from the hoés was directed at the'bomb saversty

fairs
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We shifted the bombs very hurriedly and rather
recklessly. ' Smoke was now pouring down the lift shaft
when we got to the main floor. ‘

, - I encountered éean MacDermott who said "I have
been looking for you; we are evacuating the Post Office
and I want you to stay with us.” ¥ said "Where do we
evacuate to?" and as I spoke some or;a said ™yilliams and
Woodsa". T replied "That is just mad; Williams and
Woods is in the hands of the British." I believe
Pearse said "Well, O'Rahilly has just gone there." I
said "My God! he'll be killed: it is certain death.

I then asked "What way have they gone?" - Henry Place
was -indicated. I drew my revolver and dashed across
the roed into Henry Flace. I ran down Henry Flace
towards Moore Lane. A hendful of men were there who
had evidently accompanied O'Rahilly. They sald "He's

gone"™ which I took literally and did not investigate
furthser. We were opposite to Moore Lene' when there was

a terrific blaze of fire from the far end and we realised

the British were in possession of the barricades. I

. turned back towards the Post Office and saw the whole

garrison coming towards ma' at the run. Thsra- was
terrible confusion - almost panic. No ore seemsd to
have any idea what to do. Somebody shouted 'L-.hat. we
were being fired on from the roof cf a m:.neral watsr _
factory. I detailed a number of men tc break the door

down.  Another party qntared from the opposite door and

. ithey opened fire on each other - one man was killed and

several wounded. I was incensed with rage calling
"Have you all gone mad - what the hell is wrong!"™ and

I drove them towards the wall threatening them.

g
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A temporary calm seemed to come over-them and then
Pearse with Commolly belng carried on a stretcher and a
1ittle cavalcade of woundsd followed with a cdiéig'-égtf
women - Julie Grennan, Winnie Carney. Seen MacDermott
ﬁama up to me saying "My God! we are not going to be
caught like rats and kllls& without a chance to fight".

I saiﬁ "There is no neeﬁ to get into a panie. I can get
you out of here but there will be only one man giving
orders aﬁd I will give them." He spoke to ‘Connplly end
Comnolly agreed. He said "We have no chanée now: this
is the end.” I then went around to the top of the columr
and spoka to some of the men in the front saying‘"Wb :
must get out of here at all costs. We are caught like
rets." I then moved them aocross Moore Lana. The
British were now alive to what was teking place and were
opening up with all they had. Beyond us the Post Office
was a blazing inferno and the only light in the lane was
the terrible glare in the akles. The wounded were
groaning but we could not attend to them. I realised
we had got to get past Henry Place. W¥e smashed open the
door of a mineral water place and rounﬁ a motor van. I
got @ number of men to pull this out and we pushed it
across the end of Moore Lane to screen us from view.

Some one shouted that we wara{baing fired on from a white
cottage which was directly oﬁpdsita MMoore Lane. Smoke
could be seen coming from the upper windnw&. I
hurriedly gathered together scme cf the column amongstl
whor were Michael Staines, Oscar Traynor, Tom kicGrath and

others. I forced open the door wi'th my shoulder and we

'dashad up the stairs but there was no one in the house.

T then came back down apd gave orders that the mﬁﬂ.Wefa
to be_@cved across in small groups and they were to move
into the houses in Moore Street at the top of Moore Lane
and that they were to break their way thrnuéh from house

to house as far as they could go.. Then the wounded with

*"’Gunna ll:.r
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Connolly were moved across into the place be tween Henry

Place and Moore Street,still leaving them in the open.

A woman came to the door to see what was happening and

_ gt .
was shot dead by one of our men, M6 thought we were

being attacked. I disarmed him and struck him and Sean

MacDermott went to console the mother and as far as I
know I believe. later in the night he gave her some of the
money which he had been carrying for Headquarters \
purposes. ¥e now managed to get all the men into the
buildings and I decided to move Connolly with the
stretcher into the first house which was a grocer's shop
at the corner of the lane. He was t&ken into the
kitchen and in the meantime I went into Moore S8treet to
carry * out 'recannaismnne but the British were at the
other end Iin force and opened up with machine guns. I
could see then we wara- in an even worse plight than T
had realised. One of the men came oub and said that Iir.
MacDermott wanted me to come and have some tea. When I
got into the kitchen Connolly was laid on a stretcher

on the floor. Sitting by him was Miss Carney, I
believe Mis.s Grennan, Elizabeth Farrell, Sean MacDermott,
Tom Clarke, P.H. Pearse, Willie Pearse, Jogseph Flu.ukatf-
and several of our own wounded inclﬁding some E‘.ri tish
wounded. I was given soms tea and we had a meal in
silence. Sean MacDermott then :*-:;pal-;a saying "Hdw,saan,
you are going to have a big job. You will have to take
charge now. You are the only one that is likely to get
us out of here". He aﬂ.ﬂfﬂd mr. Connolly and the
others have agreed t.hat. you take Mr. Connolly's place
and all military cﬁmmanis will be given by you from now
on". He oonﬁinusdd“I don't know how long this will be'.
T said a trifle fdnliéhly wynile there's life there's
hopa ." coimnlly s;ai.ii "Tﬁa}.l you séeméd to be in at

/the
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the hggiiﬂﬂing ane'll in at the end. Hawve you any idea of |
what you propcese to do now?" I said "We are now paying
the penalty of not having aliine uf'ratkéat. We ought
to have gone the other way, as I told you earlier, down
Henry Street towards the Four Courts and that is what we
will have to do as soon as the men are rested but it will
be impossible to move them now as the faintest sound will
be traced by the British and any movement now will be
uncontrolled as it is impossible in a confﬂgedlsituaﬁion
in the dark to get a weary body of men to think clearly or
obey military commands." Pearse said that was very ‘
sensibls. -i said "We shall move as soon as daylight
comes: in the meantime I must have a look around."™ Sean
MacDermott, who was the most active man there, said
"§hat shall we do in the meantime?" I said "The most
sensible thing you can all ﬁo is to have a few hours sleep"
I then went cut and up the sjaira and goetting a number of
men amongst whom were Tom MeGrath, Seamus McGowan, Paddy
Murrin and numerous others I told them we must bﬁrraw as

far as possible before daylight, that to evacuate lbore

Street the men would have to be sﬁread out hver the widest
possible front, that in any ﬁnvamant out of an enclosed
position the close bunching of the men was é,gift to the
enemy as they ceglﬂ be mown down en masse, Scattered
tﬁay presenpaﬁ a smaller target and offered.a gréafar
maximum of safety. Various' officers were appointed
amnngst*whﬂm.weré Dermot Lynch, Henderson, Bulfin and
nfﬁars were given that the burrcwiﬁg was to be carried on
without cessation all night long without a bresk in relays
each party taking its turn tﬂ‘break through while the
others resisted. Bach of ficer would be responsible for.
finding food and getting. the men something to eat and
'sharing~witﬁ others who had noﬁe where supplies were most
plentiful. All that could be spared were to be let

/8leep
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sleep to be frasﬂ for the morming. I then returned to
Headquarters and told them that for the time being we
were safe. Qur only danger now was if the British
discovered we were there in f‘orce and they started to
burn dawn.ubore Stregt it would be a case of every man

for himself and that we as a group would try to stick

"together as long as possible. £s long as there was a

direction you bhad a headquarters and as long as you had

a headquarters you had a command and we were still a unit
and not & disorganised mob which was now our greatest
danger. A scattersd body of men flying before the firing
worn out with exhaustion, would simply become a panicky
unruly mob and would be killed like shaép without Eenafit
to anyone. Tom Clarke said "What a hopéless prospect!®

I then repeated my original advice to them to tryﬁtu get
some sleep. - Pearse and his brutgar went up stairs and

made their bed on a wide table, lying on top of it, and I

-lay underneath on the floor. I was awakened as daylight

ecrept into the sky:and I went to see how far the'&igéing

had gone.

We had now reached -Hanlons. There was an open
space between there and the next houses. We gntlas far
as Hanlons and I instructed them to continue the digginé
until, if pn#sibl&, they reached what ig.nq@;ﬂfﬂahilly

Street, then Sackville Lane, and gave orders that

‘discipline was to be restored as quickly as possible and

bﬂfieers were to gather around the men they knew best,
that all those who had bayonsts were to be moved and

formd into a separate section, and were to follow the
digeging until-Sackville'Laps was reached. I th?n

decided that the only way left open now was to leave
/HMoore
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Moore Street in a frontal wave,.cruss to the oppoéita
side and into the back lanes, re-form again 'in Denmark
Street near to the top of Henry Street and that,forﬁtha
moment, was as much planning as could be done in the

circumstances where everything was in the nature of a

gamble. I was quite convinced that we should never

'emerge from this place intact. It was only a question of

hours with the British assuming activities later in the day
when we would be completely smashed to pleces. The nerve
of most would be broken: those who were not, immediately
killed would either be captured or surrender anﬁ only a
small handful, of which I hoped to be ops, would ever reach

!
the objective - the markets in the Four Courts alive.

Later word came through that we were now into
Sackville Lane thrﬂuéh a yardway with a big wide door.
Sean MacDermott now came to see how I was getting on-énd I
took him with me into Sackville Lane. Arriving there we
were still screened from the British who had no idea of our

preSceve ¢nh _
precitose. I saw a number of bodies lying on the foot-
path and roadway -Iour own men. One familiar one I
approached and this was O'Rahilly lying ﬁm his back, his
arms outstretched, blood oozing from his bedy in a pool
under him.and flies buzzing about his head. Two or three

o thers lay dead near him. T called Sean MacDermott over
and some of the men followed. We knelt for a few

minutes and said an Act of Contrition. I then took my
handke rchief out of my pocket and covered O'Rahilly's face;
the same was done for the other three. That was all we
could do. We then returned to the houses. We went down
towards Hanlons. Pearse, Connolly amd the others had now
been moved into houses in the middle of Moore Street.
Connolly then asked me to state the position. I told him

Jof
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of the foregoing and what I proposed to do was we would
now assemble a smsll body of men in Sackville Lans

numbe ring from 20 to 30. Everyone else would be brought
dovn to the doorways which would be open ready in all the
houses in Mhofa Street. I proposed on a signal to rush
the 20 or 30 men towards the barricade at the end of Moore
Street. I would throw a bomb from the cormr towards the
British and immsﬁiataly the whole body in ﬁbora Street

would daah.acroéﬁ the straef into the laneways on the
opposite side and re-form. Only one wounded men would be
taken and that was Cohnolly himself. We could not be
burdened with the mrisoners and wounded. ' When we were re-
formed we would do so at Denmark Street near the Henry
Street Warehouse &as thé road turns at that point and we
would be screened from Britain Street. We would make our
way down a laneway at the back of Todd Burns. We would
break through into Todd Burns, move towards Capel Street
to énable us to make our way to the Markets and if ﬁossihle
to the Four Courts and fight it out with Daly there. There
was laas_possibility in my opinion of us belng burned out
as there were more open spaces in that part of the town
than around where we were and by keeping towards Hen;y'
Street in our retreat we would avoid the thickly popula ted
areas of Lower Denmark Street and Britain $treat.' Pearse
said "The only difficulty with this is that more innoocent
people would be killed." I sald "I am sorry: I cannot
help that. This is a military operation and I can only
make it successful if I don't think abcutnthasé things."
He agfea@. | T said the zero hour for the move would be at
12 o'elock as just about then the British being "British"
and methodical would begin. their operations and we must be
prepared to leave before then. I then waﬁf out and formed
the men into the "Death or Glory Squad"™ - 20 maﬁ wi th

/bayone ts.
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bayonets. 1In these were the Hendersons, MoGrath, Lynch,
Bulfin, Murrin, Eead“ﬁggg;snn, Sam O'Reilly and soms
othérs. I moved them up to Sackville Lane and "stood"
them in the yard apnd each man ,qu glven instructions
what to do. Bayonets were fixed. As I was Drepariﬁg_
Seap MacDermott came and sald -I was to come back to

Headquarters as MMr. Pearse wanted to see me. I returned

" to the dump which had two beds laid end to end. ,0On the

one nearest to Moore Lane was a wounded Britlsh soldier
groanlng in agony. On the bed nearest to 'Ivieore Street
lay Jame s Connolly. Pearse sat on the end offthe bed.
Sean MEcDarmq'tt and Tom ci.arka were seated on chalrs |
beside the bed and I think Flunkett was seated on the
floor in the corner. There was also a Doctor serving in
t-iae British Army. Connolly spoke now and gsemed to be
much brighter._ He said "Now Sean, will you tell us your
plans?"™ | '

I then explalned all the preparatiang I had made
and was almost ready to move now. Connolly seld,
NI am afrald you will l_:ré a iittla disappointed. ‘
¥, Pearse wishes to say something", Pearse then said: |
"I wigh you to postpons all action for one hour. I am
véry worried over the loss of civilians and ths munber of
people &eaﬁ in the street and I will azguaint you later
with what we pi.-c-poae to do". I then sagid: "4n hour,

‘and do I understand that you don't want me to do anything

mope?” = He saild: "“oh nq.' I only want from you one
hour's postponement of your action. You may still have
to carry 1t out. Do not worry. It im nothing to do
with your plamns". I then left to give the orders %o
stand-down for one hour.

. “
- K
I brought the boyrpa»¥2¥ back lnto one of the
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houses and we had some taﬁ-. I sat with the men;- s great deal of
argument wae: taking'.placa and I listened with some grim |
amusement to the varlous comments on the purpose of the ¥
charges which I had not then disclosed to them,r but most of them
seemed to have a suspicion that they were going to be bothered.
It was remarked by somebody how qulet ¥ had become-and then
geemingly as if from nowhere something I oannn::'t undérstax_zd, a
runcur was wafted through the various buildings that we were about
to surrender and I was hotly questionsd. I sald quite truthfully

! at that moment that I knew rothing ebout any surrender and I then
. went back to Headquarters. - : . ' i

n
| | o 2N
‘When I came back Julia Grennan wasmeking arrangements to s
lsave, ' Pesrae sald to me: "I am sending a message to the
British 10 end this fight". I said: "Does 1t mean surrender?".
He sald: "I d@on't knnw. until we have heard from the Britishv, ~
He then_'waﬁt nut'n:l' the roum, I belleve with Julla m:-énnan 10 see
her off, I went and sat with Tom Olarke and said somewhat
bltterly: "that's a curious way to act". He patted ms on the

‘back and sald: "Don't teke it like that, Se#n; there are bigger

things lnwolved, you did your test'.

We were given a cup of tea each and then Connolly beckoned
to me from the bed and said: "You must nﬁt take it =0 h;%%w
you are young, you will gee & lot more struggles before you dle".
I sald, "I know". He sald: "“There 1s no hope for me; all those
who signéd the Proclamation will be shot®., I sald: “are you sure
of thait?". He sald: "“Certaln. The British can do no worse and
we do not a@t any mercy", and I sald: 1“1&&1’. gbout the rest of
us?"s He said: . "The rark and file will probably be imprisonmdst

Ly .
' and later relessed. Sofe-t you must keep quiet sbout the part
you played. You will still be needed; you will have plenty to do

in thHe future if you keep quiet sbout what you have done now",

He said: "We have tried our beat; it was better than we hoped and
X - Gk,
it has not ended as it might have dons, in disaster®", Ursald:
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"Our great testing time was in that lane that you took us out of",

No more waa said.

Later Seén MaoDermott came and tock me away. He said:
Ydon't get gloamy;- let's go and have a wash and clean up".

As wé both left the rocm we were called back., Pearse came in.
E L1 ZASTTIH Fatecri-

| TeidaTropnanlhad returned with a note and instructions from- the

British. s far as I eould maeke out the British refused to0 treat

until Pearas himself surrendered and he would have to go and meet

the British at the British Headquarters in Britsin Street. He then
_ . _ ELeaessiaeesy

ghodk hands with each of us in turn and went out with ROM& G@nasn.’

T formed the opinion that he intendsd or expected to come back,

but he never came back. . Instead & note was recelved by Connolly

which was; afterwards passed to me, to the effect that m were to lay

down our arms as the fight was over.

thile we were walting for Pearse's messanger or himself fo
return ‘all activity was nuapéndaeﬁ. A great deal of recrimination
was going on among the men in verious parts of the sireet. My gwn
ghlef ooncern wae the fate of what we called ths "refugees".
Earlier I urged this on Pearse the danger to theseé men in the event
of a surrender; however, nothing came of it, Sedn MacDermott
and myself both washed and Sefn shaved@ and then went bask to see
Connolly and the others, The message had now come back -
"surrender was the ordert, ' It was now my job to arﬁnga the
details. The mtﬁmtidns were that we were to go out into Moore
aﬁreet, unarmed, line up, carry three white _f:laga. an gdvance party
was t0 be sent on five mimutes ahead of the maln body to proceed
through Hemry Place, Hemry Street into 0'Connell Street, cross the
gtreet towards the Gresham Hotel and proceed along %0 Findlater's
ghop. This party was to carry the first white flag and snnounce
that the main body was following, The main body was then to follow,
teking the seme route, with a white flag in front and a vhite flag

at the rere.
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I gave instructions to Willie Pearse and Sem O'Reilly to get
fhﬂ flags ready and then gave orders that all the mé:,ll. were rtp be
brought in to the yard behind Henlons, When they were all
assenbled I spoke to them and told them that it hadfqaen decided
t0 surrender and that Seéin MeDermott would read out tha orders and
explain why. Seén then spoke, camplimented the men Llon thelr -
bearing, thanked them for all they had done and told tham that
while many would think what they had done now was fno:!l.iah, in the
years t0 come perhsps what we had done would be ai:pra:::iated.
I don't think he himself had the faintest idea of hawor when,

i theA pointed out to the men thet in all prdhdbility;the town

would now be under martial law and I warned all prasaﬂt to make

raligii_:msly eertain that they carried no property or n‘i:nn&y or an;r.
articles of value on their possession that did not belong to
themselves, and anything however leglitimately a::quired!._ that was
not the normal property of the individual concernsd mui_st be
discarded now, otherwise the British would show short ishrift to
anybody in possession of property they should not poaaﬁ;am and -
probably would be shot out of hand, - ll
i

I 'bharaupnn ordered the whole body to. paradse w:ith arms’ in
Moore Street, We lined up all the men in Moore 31:1931;-
I detailed a small party and handed them over to Sam oﬂnailly and
Willie Fesrse to arrange for the advance pgrty to move off, Some
eonfusion arose here. I definitely understood that Sam O'Reilly
had moved off and in subseguent sonversation here latef: he informed
me that he had carried out the instructions but had goﬁp' on to
0'Connell Bridge where he was takaﬁ. prisoner, Later I!, learned that
M, W, O'Reilly carried the white flag of the advance pai-itr.

The main body were lined up, numbered off and Iformul?d fours.
I counted them, roughly sbout 320 people wereon the p;aréﬂe, ineludinge
& fow womsn, Against the wall outelde Hanlons were plmaﬁi the
wounded, including James Connolly. Michael Staines cama +0 me and.
wanted to act as stretcher bearer and take cherge of thel party with
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the order "guick march"."

|
~52m H
Connolly to which I agreed, going to the head of thel column with

1
Sefin MacDermott, Willie Pearse and I think Plurkett.| I gave
N [ 5

I|
|
i

|
We turned into Henry Place.and as we did so & ?rit:l.ah

. Sergeant came rushing up, carrying a revolver and told us to hurry

that the walls of the Post Office were falling in, hét we kept on’
our steady pace, turned into O'Connell Street w;'.rt}aa:itn the
Grosham and the head.of the column rested at Pindlaters. I halted
them, gave them "left turn", formed two deep and then shouted:
"front line, two paces march, down arms. Rere line, Itwn paces

back march, down arms", At I'l;h.:l.a a tall officer csrrl?ing a whip
came forward.- I did not see who it was but afterwar%ia I learned
1t was Genepal Lowe, and shouted at me: “gho the hel# gave you

the authority to0 give orders here? I told you to leave. your b.....

- arms in Moore Stroet. I'1l have you damn well ahat".? I was

ca.rnﬁin.g’ a sword for effect which I pulled out Gf‘thé%acaﬁb;md
and threw it on the ground in front of him and then mci-veﬁa back into
the rank, He seemed estounded and did nothing further.
_ - i

After a short delay an officer came forward and gi;ave us an
order to "guick march, fall in". A guard fell in arabnﬂ us and
we were marched into the Rotunda Gardens. We were im:fmd.iataly
told to sit down on the grass, not to move, the firat i;eraon to do
80 would be shot., 4n officer made quite a' speech, in‘lparaﬂeraaﬂ
with violent ebuse and told us ke were covered from a.ll:. corners
and that any man who mwéd duripg the night without pari*miaainn' "

k]

would be shot., A& number of cers then came forward. o
: - | i

‘Tom Clarke was made sit on the ¢llge of the grass in tha front,

then Seén MacDermott; then myself, a=m I was wearing ornfnga tabs on

my coat; than'rfluﬁkptt. We were tﬁen':l:pft alone. ha}ter an

. Lo .
officer came up, kicked me on the feet. He also kicked Plurkett
on the feet and sald: "I ‘suppose:you looted those boots". I was

P 4 i .
wearing a palr of 7¢ RoorS as was Plunkett, He said: "¥ou

should be shot out nf hands: for that, you may be 1&1;&&*".;
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We lay on the ground for some time, what seemed hours.

- The grass was wet slthough it was a fine night. '.['heltre was -dead

sllence, nobody spoke. We huddled together for wﬁrn'ﬁh. I lay
with my back towards Tom Glerke. After what seemed hours enother
body of men was seen'antering the gardens. An nfﬁulez'- which
proved to be.Ned Daly was thrown on the ground 'beaiﬂ.e" us. He sat
there and then recognised me and then he spoke to me £irst, |
He said: "ghat! you again. TWhat on em'th_happeneﬂ,'i Se&n?.
Why heve we surfendered?". I said: "Don't ask me. - Ask
Sedn McDermott here,’ he will tell you", but ﬁeém wouldlnot spoaks
We cai'rieﬁ. on a d.aaul'h'ti.t;:-;r mmersatidn in low tones, l, Erar;r time
this officer saw us make a move or gpesk, he awore a.nd curaged
and threatened us.- I had a comversation with Daly; tﬂld him
all I could sbout what ha.p'zﬂneﬂ. He qaitl,a:'ga:l% ‘}{c‘ﬂllﬂﬂsht thia
would finigh us - ﬁ you 1effu.a w miﬁeamrtara -
but I don't think we were beaten. I think 12 uﬁ;%m}tﬂ ff
fight left in us yet". . puring, the nisht thaw men came,
This was the only eign of 1life we had from any'quartar:'.
. , '

Next mornirg we were allowsd to stand for a wh113|;u.‘ We were
stiff after the wet grass, and then we ‘were mbved uut .']mto Parnell
Square. The men went on in -front-of the main past of | the Post

K ook lovR TS
Office. The Falwiam'fien and our little group were tolﬂ. to fall in
behind the main body. I was with Sedn McDermott and He& Daly;
behind us Tom Clarke and I think Joe Flunkett and one 01- two others.
We- marched . up U‘cqpnall Street, detoured the Pillar, er‘osued. the
debris over 0'Connell Bridge and into Dame Street. By, this Seén
was awaating with tha pace. ' We tried to slow dowm , want on
through Thmnas S‘traat y turned ﬂ.mm from James Street ‘hh.t-nugh the
Royal Hospital into Kilmainham-and round int_o Richmond lfarrmkm.

We wers then lined up. * We had to pass among a line of ;'offic&rs

~and."G" men, among whum were Henry Bruton, Barton, etec. |

First of all we passed through the British military, ﬂi&n through
some civilians who I understand were Castle a.uthorities,l and
finally a third section of “G" men, |

.
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|
A8 I moved through a Captaln caught me by th.a| shoulder

and pulled me out and said "how old are you?". I said, "Why?".

“You are young to be an officer", he sald., I made| no reply.

.. ' - : |

He thereupon tore the tabs from my coat. "“You are no 1angar an
officer now", he ssld., I passed through the secand 1ine without

opnny G 2l
aomment. men I reached the third aaufBarton alapped. me on the

back and Ba:l.d., "Here's: one of t‘h& gallant scouts". | I was shoved
then intd what I belleve was thﬂ Gym.  Eventually a.n ‘officer
ocgme in and said, "there's: far $00 many veople in tl‘.-_ia-. place,

some will have to éja" "I was in lueck, The Detect::l.ve had gone
vE Sud
away ‘to have a hr&atheland the troops mwed.,namr t.a the door,
I

We were taken out and brought across the yard end when _
. ) _ | .
I got on o the barrack square &ll our men were lined up in line,

I imnediately went straight on and joined the line. | I had hardly

' been stood ten minutes when a number of soldiers enm% along

carrying baskets conteining bully beef and bread, 'A tin of beef
was t0 be shared between every twd men and two hard ﬁimuita, and
we were told that we were to be careful with them that it might
be a long time before we gnud. food. One of the aolrghrs grunbled
gbout the way we had behaved, we could have wa.iteﬁ til;ll the war
was over, and commented that he had been fired on, |

i

‘We were then marched out between towa of troops e:?.ﬁ-:z-sring
Tixed bayonets and full aquipmnt, back the way we ha:ie come.
When we got t0 0'Connell Bridge we turned up down thelquasra to
tha North Wall t0 what was then the London North WEE‘EE}I‘IL We were .
brought into the London North Western premises througlll the subway.
I asked for a drink of water for one of our wounded men . We
were then marched into the hold of ths ship where tha;i!; kept the
cattle. A rumowr was guickly circulated that we wara' 10 be taken
out 11‘13'21 ;gh:é‘riah Sea and the ship sunk. Later they dished out
life,kmatm and eventually we reached Holyhead. We were put on
Board a train and eventually landed at Knutsford near Manchester

where we were promptly put into separate cells.
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On my return to Dublln from internment at|Frongoch

after a period of rast'and recovery activities |began, first

of all by contact with Michael Collins through |the Prisoners
A1d Society in Excbsquer. Street. Collins 1::::]._:31I me that for
the time béing I would be well advised to try to restore the
Fianna. 1In tke meantime the Volunteers were bi-eing ré-
crganised and a job for me in k:egping on my act}ivitias
would be found. We were working with the Fian‘:ﬂg for a

time and an All Ireland Convention ﬁaa held in ;S’m Enda's
early in 1917 at which I was elected Ccmmarﬂanti General for
Ireland. Various activitieﬁ were held inclusii'ng a parade
at St. Enda's. At this parade I was anproachad by Eamonn
Bulfin who told me the I.R.B. was being re-nrgalnisaﬂ. I
talc‘i him that I had already been initiated by Tl}m Clarke and
he said "In any case we will re-initiate :,rou. now and I will
do it", amd it was forthwith done behind the hﬂll.lEiﬁ at bt.

. . 1
Endsats. : |

r

As a result of my experiences I developed a weakness

in the left lung whieh;hagan to bother me and ai:. an
. . , ] |
interview with Collins at Exchaqugr Street he wels qui te

: ccncsmeﬂ. ahout my cnn&itiun. He suggested that. while we

were &awaliting the rﬂ-urganisation in ths South I should
proceed on a tour of the North of Irelami for whlch my

'exl.-ensas would be covered, and he particularly wantad me to

Tind out what the possibilities Wara of orgdmslng Down and
Antrim and particulariy Belfast. © I stayed at Hewmstla,

County Down at the home of Mrs. Bella Burns who was a sister
to Garry Houlihan's mother - in other words his !aunt. Using

. i |
that as'a pass I visited every village in' Down lfkely to

‘contain organisers. There was very little response. T

|
then went to Bel fast where I contacted Rory Baskins,

McCullough and various o ther ex-~ prismzlﬂrs from Frongoch at

/the
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the Gaelic League Headquarters I think near ﬁhe Great

Nor thern Railway Btﬂtion.. At this Gaélic League
Headquarters I was introduced to some Mcﬂamph}ll girls
from Dunboy in the County Antrim whn'ag:aeﬁ ﬁo take mg'ta
thair home in ﬁntrim to give me an Dpportunigy to make _
contacts. I was not impreésed with the pcsgibilities of
Antrim any more than the County Down and returned to
Belfast. I spoke at what I haliE?edtc be‘ajpri?ata
gathering at St.'Mary‘é Hall and a fortnightilater I found
a warrant had been issued for my arrest beca%se of the
speech I had made and that the police were lénﬂiﬂg for me
in Belfast. I also contacted Patrick Ryan énﬂ stayed
with him for some time in Belfast. He was gmpleyad ?y

a firm of bookmekers. I
|
|

. . ‘
My period of usefulness in Belfast was over as it
]
was impossible at that period for any strangﬁr to continue

.|
around once a warrant had been issued for hlq arrest.
' . |

I returred to Dublin and was by now com;!:letely
recovered and the blood sputum had disappaaréd. When in
Dublin I was taken by Barney Mellowes and Tamonn Martin
to a house in Fairview where I ﬁét Bulmer Hbéson who was
anxious to justify his conduc b prior to the %ising. I
refused to have anything to do with him and somewhat
strained relations enéued between the Fiannajand mysself
as a result. Collins now sent for me and t%ld me he
wished me, if I was williﬁg,'to tackle the j%b of
organising the South beginning probably with!Tipperary.
We were now convinced at this stage that thel&raat War
would not end withnut a definite of fer haiﬁg'mﬂﬂe tp
complete the subjugation of ths country by consScription.
Inspite of the resurgence occasioh by EastBrIWEek, the

| /bulk "
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bulk of the country was still unconvinced and certainly
thers was no overt sign of any desire to sthrt a
physical force mﬁva@ent. I agreed to go a?ﬂ fortunately
about this time the impétus was provided byia tour made
by the Countess Markievicez on behalf of theEFiannﬂ in
County \Glare_a. I accompanied her as Chief (!}fficer of
the Fiamia and brought with us as Adjutent Theo
Fitzgaralﬁ who is a brother-in-law of Sean ﬁhmahon who
later became, I believe, first Chief of Sta%f in the

National Army. This was late in 1917, P
g_uﬂ. l
(oune(gs Markievicz and T spoke in Enrils and in various

other towns in Clare. She returned to Dublin and I
contacted a local Gaelic League teacher in Ennis who was
not wvery h’-:;;-p_eiful of starting én:,rthing at thétt.'st.aga but
promised to do his best. I' then proceeded; to Nenagh,
County Tipperary, where I contaéted Frank MoGrath - an

all-Treland hurler - and several others who WE;.!J.t with

the Free State. MecGrath found me icdgings:in- Nenagh
and I remained there for at least six month}s in which
time- T organised foluntear Companies from tl‘im Limeriock
Border to Limerick Junction and up in the m;ns as far
as Upper Church and down to Templemore and Tocma*vara -
Widger Maher, a famous‘ hurler, was Captain ci;f that
Gompan};' . The procedure in organising was 1.;.0 bring
tqgethar a number of men - from 20 up to 50!-— in al
particular village or town. I addressed tl'!mam on the
aims and objects of thé Volunteers as:ui the rieat'i for .
organising in view of the possibility of r::ui'iscriptiun,
and then proceeded to 4rill them and to teach them |
military evolutions. An officer in charge jh'.msia appointed
and a Quarterma:?ter. I cﬁrria:i out training operations
opep;y in Henagh and on many occasions out.éide the Town
Hall iIn Nenagh lined up my mnrn men while on ithﬂ opposite
side British troops lined up for Church Parsade.

' . . .. '/During



During my stay in_Eenagh'f.was introdume& to the
proest in-charge of Silvermines and I went to Siivermigas
on his invitation. We formed a géod Company | there which
ﬁas later to go through soms dif ficulties. Th; growing

need of the hour béing for arms, somg of the boys in this.

Gompany, with mg permlssion, took it on themselves to raid
the home offBrltlsh ex-Serv1ceman who defendad himself
and was killed. He was shnt dead. ThHis' naﬂrly erippled
all our activities. Troops were rushed in aﬂﬁ large
“forces of the R.I.C. brought from Templemore under
D.I. Wilson, ami a series of arrests ﬁeré made%.ﬂventually
they were tried. The police attributed this particular
incident to me and they were very anxious to l?y hands on
mé. At this time a number of incidents took place which
brought no credit on us. .ﬁ number of ?blunteérs got it
into their heads that they had been organised to seize
Raneuss (W
¥atiéns and to engage in cattle driving am this gave me a
very ﬁifficult time in suppressing. Each Comganw, as it
was organised, had to pay alregistrétion_fae o% 1@!-.
I forwarded these ten-shilling notes with tie Companys’
names by post to Collins at Batchelors Walk whére ke had
a little office then: he had two offices therei
I returned to Dublin to see Collins to rspirt on my
- success in North Tipperary which was fairly considerahl&
because we had managed to bring in a largs numbér of
Companies some of whom ¥oouxl®<€IeweM been in thé Volunteers
previcusly. |
| _ | :
Collins now told me that I had been appointed Official

Organlser and that my expenses and a salary wou%d be paid to
. . : | .

me . He now suggested that I should continue with Mid-

Tipperary and I proceeded tc Thurles in the beginning of

16l18. ‘I contected Lahey and LMatt Butler. Lahey was

employed as an assistent in the publiehausa of a Mickgey

Comwere ot
GoARcT . /I conteted
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I contacted various other people whose names I cannol

: I
now remember. I proceeded -on the same lines as at

Menagh using Thurles as headquarters and numerocus
Companie s were .f'omle_ﬂ, the same procedure beii!:lg addpt:eﬁ,
r;;r‘pen drilling qrﬂ" speeches. " After one parﬁil:ularly large
varade the first order was made by the_BritiﬁliJ G.0.C.
against the Volunteers - all driliing belng p:i:*uhibite&; in
the Counties of Tipperary, Limerlick and several other
places which I forget. I persisted in contix:ming my
activities and efforts were made by D.I. Hu.nt.; to arrest me
Fart of his effr.‘:rts. consisted in spreading I'e:parts

amongst the local population that the pollce :had no desire

|
to capture me as I was a Castle Agent which, Ihcmever, did

. . |
not work. Failing to get me they attempted ita arrest

Y
Lahey at the shop of M.iclcg:l Conno®d On marching into the

street Lahey ran down ¥k into a river and laf'!t the police
. .

behind . He ascaped and went on ths "run". i

1
|

Shortly after this Lahey intioduced me bn Sean
Tracey at the home of the Mahers outside Thurles. I told
Tfaqay that I-_'f_-!o‘uld shortly be in South Tippeirar:.r and he
was not to concern himself with any overt aatiion antil T
had arrived. Unfortunately I believe he wasE arrested and
I think he went to Belfast gaol. ' ;

i ‘ ]

After organising’ the Thurles area I agalh returned to
(] * L] H

Dublin and saw Collins and after a short h;::,lif{"lay I

* procesded to South Tipperary. Here I met Galtn loloney

who was w:'rici_ng in his father's chemist shop. I later .
met Dan Breen who was working on the Rallway and later

g8til)l I met Denis Lacey who was I understand _a' clerk in
. I
a grocer's shop. In South Tipperary things were warming

up. The British Government had announced th
of ecarrying out conscription and there was a lsense of

eir Intention

! /urgenecy
|
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urgency and feverishness QQich increased in tempo.

An attempt .was made %o arrest me at a house in Tipperai-y
where I had been provided with lodgings bf'cnn.ublnnay,
but this was unsuccessful. I éhan proceeded to carry
out a series of exercisbs in street fighting in Tipperary
town. It must be ramemﬁered that at this stage people
like Dan Breen, Lacey and Moloney were known on;y to a
little circle of their own immediate friends and had not
been heard of outside their own locality. Dan Breen was

appointed Quartermaster.

At this stage in the ymce-adings_feéling that
conscription was appréaéhing I was ﬂefinitely opposed as
an individual t6 any atbempt to repeat in the South of
Ireland what I .considered to be the mistake made in Duﬁlin:
i.e. the formation of Volunteers into Brigades and
Divisions. I held the opinion that in' the evem:: of
conscription any attempt to operate the Volunteers in the
country on such a basis could only lead to-disaster.

Insuf ficiency of arms, lack of time to produce discipline,
lack of fighting experience and no armnurad or mechanised
forces whatever would render us easy prey in open combat
to a British Army now commencing to utilise ﬁcmhing,
airg;aft and tanks in warfare. I was of the opinicn
tha t small guerrilla units comprising 40 men, at least

20 of whomfwuuld be armed and the' remaining 20 to be split
into sections for Fist ﬁid?quartermasteriug and demolition.
would be more feasible. I had oow reﬁc'had out into East
Limerick and North Cork, down into Eallyianﬂera. I

contacted a young man named Liam Lynﬁh from Ballylanders,

also John Joe Crawford, Liam Managhan, Tadh Crowley,

Peadar Glandy_aﬁd molaney. Hospital, Kiffinpan, Doon -

most of Ea#t Limerick now had been drawn in.

T convened a meeting of all Company Officers at

. _ . /Galbally
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Galbally in the County’ Tipparary in the summer of -1918

"at which T outlined to them the possibility that if

conscription was enforced they could look for no help from
anyone but themselves. I was now of the opinion, that .. .
any stand of fered hyﬁiﬁes?ﬁtiah would mean we might hawx_ra
to act independently of Dublin. I believe I carried this
idea a little too far. At this conference 1 axp:lainsﬂ tﬂe

idea of guerrilla warfare and my conception of fighting in

companies of 40 and I believe it was Liam Lynch who

sugzested that these units should carry a number of

Cumenn na mBan and with this I agmeed. At this ﬁnferaﬁcs
T issued without authority or on my own authority an order
that was to heve _ﬂ;aatic consé.quenues - that all arms in
the hands of private individuals should be selzed. This )
'led to great abuses but thefe jwas no other source open to

us.

I visited Dublin during this period and saw Collins.
I had now committed to psper a definite plan of organising
as to what should be done in the South of Ireland in the
event of military action being taken against us over

conseription. This scheme was very comprehensive. I

sent it to Dublin by Liam Managhan who took it to Mulcahy.

Mulcah:,rl arranged an interview for Managhan with De Velera
which took place in the Muniecipal Gallery in ﬁarouurt
Streat;.. I was summoned to Dublin to a meeting of the ‘
Volunteer Executive which was held at-éé, FParnell Squaret.
At thisrmﬂeting ‘were Collins, Dermot Hegarty, Cathal
Brugha and others whom I have forgotten. No-body oblected
to my plan and there seemed no suitable alternative, but
all ex_]_:iz:fassad groat concern about two things, the policy
of the seizure of arms and what I proposed to do against
tanks and aercplanes. I pointed out that that was their

/problem
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problem as much as mine and that wélhnuld only do our
best but there_were ways and means of meeting at least
tanks. No cullxelusion was reached at this meeting and I
-~ had the unhappy, though perhaps erroneous i@aa that I
| would have to solve these problems myself. Before I left
Dublin, bhowever, I saw Michael Collins at Batchelors Walk
and he promised to try to provide me with 'soms arms. He,
himself, had managed to secure a consignment of Lee
Enfield rifles which; he informed mp; would be sent to
Longford. Later I heard that in the event of fighting

he was to be in Longford anﬁ I was to be appointed to take
charge of South Tipperary, North Cork and East’ Limeri ck.

I now moved into the hills above Galbally.
Conscription was now gétting nearer. I decided to
organise a conference of all Vbluntaer_unita whom I had
helped to orgeanise from North Tipperary to North Gorﬁ_amﬂ
from East Limerick to Watsrford.. I decided té bluff the
authorities by organising meetings in different towns
including the town of Tipperary and then- secretly
instructing the Volunteers to proceed to Thuriés._ The
meeting at Tipperary at1which I was_to have spoken was
addressed by P.J. Moloney who read to the audience & letter
I had(wfittan. This was published in the local Press.

I proceeded to Thurles with Con Mnloﬁsr and Dan Breen and
I am not sure if Lacey accompanied us on this trip. T
held a conference of all the officers to the number of
over 100 in the Sinn Fein Hall at Thurles which was behind
Miclay Gnnﬁotﬂj;zglic-hnuse in a yard and then - held a
mrade of ?bluﬁtears through the town numbéring over 1,000
from all over the south - the biggest demonstration of
Volunteers then seen.up to that date carrying arms. T
addressed them in the ‘Main Street at Thurles. I vary

L]

- f/melodramatically
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melodfamatical ly produced a revolver and showing j‘t,:
to the assembled Volunteers said "Only in this way
can we prevent the British from making Isla-ves of us."
This parade caused a tv;fxrrifiia sensation and was
discussed in the Thurles paper of the pericd. -__I the n
returned to South Tipperary. I set up Headquarters
in g small house in the Galtees in the home of a man

Rarpws fH~
rlamed ﬁeﬁ-er 4 be—xlaggtmer.a-f-—the-_é!aﬁ&k}—m a University

student who acted as Secretary. .4 I now appointed Liam.
wat ™IS Powert ¥

Managhan as Adjutant, Maloney, Breen and Lacey being put

in charge of th® town of Tipperary. - I now advised

Lacey to leave his work as there was a danger of us being

arrested.

Tt must be understood that even now I resclutely
refused to form Brigades or Divisions or to .confirm
high rank on any individual as I beslieved it would
milltata against effective action by creating dissenaion

and weakness.

The conscription crisis passed with an gasing off
in ths temper of the country and a corresponding sdackness

of activity azmﬁgst the Volunteers.

Now the lull -developed and Volunteer Headquarters
summoned me back to Dublin., Michael Collinas: informed me
that a new scheme af‘rsorganiaaftion would now come into
force and in the meantime a new Job had been found for me,
. FHE Lvey [l
At first I believe I was being sheddad. ' He told me that
the Executive decided to send me to the County Wicklow
to 4o in Wicklow and Wexford what I had done in the South.
I made all arrangemﬁnta t0 lsave when I was a:trm down

' FLUf r#-‘{
with a dlsease which wae known then as "war £AGw".
I was conveyed to the Whitworth Hospltal in North
Brunswick Street in & dying condition believed by those

who took me there, I was in this hospital until after
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the Buropean War ended. Then I came out I was in a very
weak condition but agreed to re-start Volunteer orgenising,

I attended the meéting in the DALl for the American
delegates. This was aarlytin 1919 in the Mansion House.
Af'terwards an attempt was: made by Bruton and Hoey to arpest
me but I eluded them. I now saw Dick Mulcashy and his_l wife
(Minnie Ryan) in a house in Molesworth Street. I was now
going to Leitrim to organisé"tﬁat county and Mrs. Muluahy

DERMOTIS _ -4
gave me the address of Seén McDbaws3f’y family in Drumshanbo
and asked me to visit them. I spent three months or more
in Ieitrim doing the same kind of thing as I had dons 1;1 the
Eoui:-l|;, forming Volunteer Companies and forwarding the _
affiliation fees to Dublin, I returned to Dublin when this
was f:l.ni;had. ) -

I went t0 & meeting in the Mansion House =~ tha
Commemoration of the Manchester Martyrs. De Valera and
others had now been arrested and incarcerated in Lineoln
Jall from which they escaped, and it was arranged that onay
of the escsped prisoners would appear on the Manchester
Martyrs' meeting platform, Frank Mullings was the singer
and aftér his third or fourth song Sedn MeGarry ceme on the
platform, he belng ons of the escaped prisoners, admidst

F-L .
terrific #=mm» enthuslaam. As he left the hall an attempt

‘was made t0 arrest me by Bruton and Hoey but I carried a

revolver and threatensd them and got away in the wonfusion.
They then made an attempt to arrest Plerce Beasley and

J.J. Walsh, finally succeeding in arresting Plerce Beasley
at the corner in the doorwsy of the now Government
Publications Office, College Street. The following morning
I was arrested in bed, I was now ‘nagix'm:l.né to heve a
reaurrengse of thé previous illnesses, I was tai:an by Hoey
and Bruton to the Bridsewell and put in a eell with
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Flerce Beasley and J,J, Walsh,

i was brought to trdal first. I was charged with'
drilling Volunteers at the town of Bansha, County Tipperm.
The man who gave evidence aga:l.nat. me wag Sergeant ];unohue of
the R.I.C. who s,tated.' he had seen me on numerous oéeaalnnﬂ
giving'nmra and commands: in various towns 1nl Tipperary.
The "Evening Herald" published a report of my trial and the
heading of it was “Eri#unar‘s Qutburst in the Dock - ‘H out
F’Arf?ce' Awp GeErom wiTH THE - cud

£au5t, m&m—-ﬁh;@an‘aﬂma“ " I was given two months and
teken to Mountjoy in a horsé drawn caravan with Beasley and

4

Walsh who got heavier sentences.

In Mountjoy I was examined by the prison doctor and
prompily sent to the hospital., While I was in priaon.
I received f:-om the Lord Iieutenart ﬁ permit for four hours'
leave of ahmame t0 see nw brother who was dying at the Mater

Micwn (TOINES AT

Miserdcordiae Hoepltal. while out I metYVolunteer HoQe o«
and was told they proposed to organise an escape from priaﬁn
but that I should remsin in view of the shortness of my
gentence., I returned to Mountjoy (where the warder refused
to admit me). A eouple of days later ‘a mmber of prisoners
went over the wall, including Robert Barton. With me
remained Hugo MacKeill and his younger brother, and & man
nemed Fleming who was & brother of the Flemings of Drumcondra.

I was released shortly afterwards.

I was now in e very bad state of health and Collins was
guite concerned, He todk me to see DIr, O'Carroll of Merrion
Square who said the only hnﬁe of émiﬁg my lifs was that
I should be immediately sent to California. Collins strongly
urged on me the necessity to carmy out thie advice but
I remained in Dublin until after 'i'.he killing of Gom:r: Cluns

and Dick McKee at the Castle. I was at Croke Park the

morning of the shooting,
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In the meantime I carrled out routine jobs such a#
the distribution of armg, and was in one shooting a.ffra;r in.
Dawson §treet, when another attempt was made to arrest me,
Several Detectives were shot during this period, the first one
being Detective Smith, Things began 0 warm up now and the
Bleck & Tans weré arriving in the country. It was now clesrlt
evident that a fight was impending and I was mos$ anxious to
be allowed to return to & military command., I saw Collins
and Cathal Brugha at St. Enda's and they put up to me a
startling proposition anﬂ."{;haﬁ was: to the effect that
I ghould becoms sctive in the lgbour movement and proceed to
Britain. ~ Two purposes were int.enﬂmi- one was that
I ghould become assoclated with gll likely elementa in
the Left Wing movements who mldl be prepared to supply arma
or carry out ssbotage work, and the other was to attend at
public gatherings to px:odaxca a favourable atmnapharé for the
Irish camse, I was most reludant to go and most hostile to
the proposal, but I had very litti.gvgltezmtive as oy home
now became impossible for me to deave in, Our house at
8 8t. Ignatlius Avemue was railded twenty times in ons. da&,'
my younger brother being brlaught into Mountjoy so uﬁten as
myself that as seon as: he arrived at the gate the warder
sald "You got the wrong man again®. -

uollina insisted this work was most important and thera
was no'one else on whom they eould rely to cerry it .out,

I left Dublin three days after the killing of the British
Intelligence Officers, November 21, 1920, and went to
Sheffield where I contacted members of the _;:':I.Bh Clubs.

I proceeded t0 organise asctivities all wert'rtha country.

I visited every big town in England and Scotland,

I drgpnis&_ﬂ. unemployed &emn'nétra;tiam riots and with the aid
of the unemployed at Dundee broke up a Council meeting at
which the Qouneil proposed to rass & resolution econdemning

!
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the terrorist activities of the I.R.A I was in touch with
every revolutionay element in Britain, Dr. Satkya Murtha and
Mansendra Nath Roy who were active in the Indian Movement,
and anyone likely to be of any assistance in stirring up
eonseription., Smggling arms was alsc a feature of our
mtiritiés.

I kept in touch with Cathel Brugha and was: most anxious
to join eny activities he would conduct in Eondon, but it was
thought best I should continume on the lines I was working,

I was in Edinburgh when the Truce was declared, I was again
in hom:l.tﬂi. ' '
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