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About 1904 I joined the Gaelin League = the Glnntarr Branch. This.
Branﬁh held its mﬂatings in the ann Hall, Glnntarf (now st. Anthony's
Churchj for a while, and in.the Foresters' Hall, Dollymnunt.

In 190? or 1908 I transferred to the Granibhln Branch. When I
. Btarted working, I came in to the city, and the city branch was more
convenient. The meetings were held in McDunphy's ef Bolton St, and
in Capel st. tne - but principally in.MQDunphy 8 af1Bnltcn St.

1

I don't knnw wWhat year I joined the I.R.B. It ﬂas very aarly.

I was in there very young = about the time the Hhtinhal Council of

Sinn Fein was formed. _
I joined Simn Pein shortly after the s tart of 1t - about 1905,

I was at the first meeting which was held in the Rotumia. It

pProbably was Biward Martyn who preslded._ I know Andy Byrna was the

first-secretgrw. I remember Arthur Griffith adﬁressad ths meeting,

! - I think it was Gus Ingoldsby approached me to .‘}oin the I.R.B

Pat Ingoldsby ewore me in. That was the Fintan Laloy Gircla. A man r
named Cowley was the Centreyat the start. He left the Glrcie to farm
another one. Teeling may have been the Gentre then, Saamus O'Connop
.waa Gentre for a while. Saan.MacDermutt was the next Gentre. John
R. Reynnlds suceeeded him. T succeeded John R, Rnynolds anﬂ

remaeined Centre of that Circle to the very end. The members of' the
Fintan Lalor Circle that I remember included Peadar Mcﬂhlly. He was
Sean MacDermott's right-hand man all the time beforehand, anﬂ he
never turned out at the Rising. He ﬂied sume time ago, WE'had BSean
O‘Gaaer for -a while. There were two brothers of my own in it and
there was @ man nsmed Gaffney. Peadar Devoy, nephew of thnabeuny,

was Secretary.

45 Centre of that Gifcle I attended mgatings of the Duhlip-
Centres Board. I remember, previous to 1916, Bulmer Hobson was
Chairman of thet Board for a short time. There was also Gregcﬁy _
Murphy, who lives near Islandbridge. I don't pemember Gearge'I?vinﬂ

L
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aé-Eécratary;' As a matter of fact, I don‘é re@ember him in the
I.R.B. at all. Tom Hunter was on the Centres' ?oarﬂ - éean Murphy,
Con Colbert, P.J. Farrell of Loughlinstown, Geﬁfge Lyons, Seamus
0'Comor. I think Seamus 0'Connor went out eariy, and I think
George Lyons and ﬁnﬂy Byrme went out the same tinw. There was an
arder that all men in prominent politiecsl positinns should nnt
hold_nfflce as Centres of Circles. I remember Seamus Deakin, Val
Jackson, Feaﬁar Carney, Christy Byrne and Joe wamey - he was a

Centre too. _ l

I remember the general meeting in Glontaff ann Hall. Ye
were aﬁdreased there by a priest who was going tu America. i can't
recall hls neme. The meefing was held on a Sunﬂay afternocon at
gbout three o clock. MGGlnH, who was careﬂaker 0f the Town Hall,
was a friend of Tom Glarke 8 and in the I.R. B. tom. He died in
1916, I think, while we were interned. At the meétlng the priest
spoke about ﬁhe oath, anﬂ how we were justified iq taking any
action we llksd' and said that it wnulﬁ not be so 1cng until
probably we were in action in the new movement. He mantioned that
the entry of youth had cleareﬁ up the organisation: anﬂ that the ﬂld
handa, who- had been carrying it on ss a perpetuatiﬂn of '67, had
been replaced - I remember his words then — Dy men bf sction. I
| rememb'er that was the trend of his addresa = that the organlsatian
had somewhat ﬂeterioratad, that although there hed haen good men
carrying it on, there were others who had som&hnw ﬂavelcped it into
a sort of debating anciety - he did not use thnse waﬁds - but that
1new blood had come into it anq would strike a more E?fﬂﬂtl?& blow
than in '67. He spoke asbout the oath. The peopls spoke against
- §8cret socleties but he gave us his word that we weré qui te
Justified in taking the oath to defend our countfy. 2

It was about October or November 1915, that I fi?st got word
that there was going t6 be & rebellion soon - that in: the Spring
something would be doing. I got that from Sean MaaDefmott. I had
been in Roundwood Reservoir Works, and I just mentioned ahdut the

blagsting out at the Works.. They were building a new r?ser#air just

]
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previous to 1916. LI-just mentioned-it tn'Seaﬁ. He said "You are
the man I ‘want". ' I.was sent by him out to Eaﬁnn Ceannt then. He
lived in.Dﬁlphin‘s Barn. The upshot of the #ﬁing was: would I
go into the Dolphin's Barn Brick Works$g. . %.
o ~

The Manager of the Dolphin's Barn Brick_ﬁbrks was John
Cassidy, who was in the I.R.B. The Kilcool stuff' came to
Cessidy's place --the'major pnrtiﬁn of it -~ af{ef it was collected.
I wes asked would I g0 to Dolphin's Barn Brick ﬁérké to study esmed
explosives there and I consented. I think that was November, 1915.
I know it was very hard frosty weather. My pripcipal occupation
there was loading stones on to cars, and seeingzan 0ld stick of
gellgnita being used to blow out shale, praparatorJ to naking
bricka.. I did not improve my knowledge much there, because we had
been carrying out explosives on a more extensiva_scale previously

at Roundwood, where my job was in charge of the rock borers.

 After that, I was asked would I make bombs, ﬁnﬂ could T

secure premises. I got the premises at Cluny, Glbnﬁarf,_frnm Miss

‘Kathleen Gillies. Her father was from Scotland. EThey were Scotch

pecple, but Gaelic in outloek. I took up resz&ence at Gluny,
Clontarf, and starteﬂ to mauufacture the bombs. For a few weeks
it was just a spare-time job. Then I was asked tﬁégivﬁ up my
employment and devote my wholg time to this and tnrsecﬁra gome
helpers. It would be about Janﬁary when wa_starteé to recruif

men to make the bombs. I was supervising all. i

I got my knowledge Just from my experlence W1th explogives
and things like that. We made tne cagings out of t1n cans and gas
piping, We filled them principally with.gellgﬁita énd gome -
dynamite. ‘Some were the ordinary fuse ones.'"shmexﬁare exploded
on contact. e used detonators on them. Kr. Gassid% of Dolphin's
Barn supplied most of this. There was a hala-put in the stick of
gelignite and the detonator was inserted. If it wasaa fuse bomb
the fuse was put in, ¢lipped round the top of the detonator, anﬁ
squeezed round to tighten it. Then it was packed tigﬂtly in

strong brown paper and rolled tightly. Ye were gettihg supplies
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of round discs of metal (punches} from the different men wrking
in the dockyards. At this time, there was s véry particular
¢ensus of the emplﬂvmﬂnt of every man taken up,,even in the

?olunte er ranks.

Cluny, Clontarf, is now Fortview Villa - and was, before that.
1% was only when the Gillies went into OGCupﬂtlﬂn that they put
that neme on it - after Gluny Castle in.Bcotland. There was na
stable in tne premlaes, but there ware six kitchens al the back, n;
in the haaement. we took no pracqutions againsttdiscavery, altho'
we had the Librarian of Dublin Castle iiving in ?hé house - Matt |
Hynes. - He was dismissed after 1916. Matt Hynas:was fairly
patriotic.. He used write historical articles fur "Irelan&'a Owm!t
of . course, he did not know what was going on.. He was & Civil
Servant, and he never went down to the back of tha housa. I head
been carrying on g little bnat-huilding in that yard for some time
prav1nusly, s8¢ that it was nothing unusual for me to have five or
8ix men in there, vi$1ting'thare, looking around, and giv1ng me &
hand. The house was very much overlooked, both fr@m the avenue

i
at the side and the hquse at the other side. . :

I tried out the bombe in St. Bnda's with Padraig Pearse, ﬁilliu
Pearse and Dr..51attery, viho is at present living in Tinogue,
Blessington.

There was & genaral.call-round at that time foﬁ lead scrap

- and tin cans. WE established receiving depots in.Dublin:for these,

The principal one was at Gogan's in Parnell St. at tha corner of
Dominick St., and at lcEvoy's in 2 Worth King Ste, just at the

corner of Bolton St. They.also had a stable in Hénriéttg Lane,
. : . 1 '

I remember one time Padraig Pearse came out to Piuny in a
pony and trap for a load of lead. He got back as far as Fernon.ﬁv.
_.when the bottom of the trap nearly fell out with the w31ght of it.
He had to come back, and I put a few nails in it, and;he took only
half the load. He started off for Kimnage then. I mention that

just to show that he was doing his bit.
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"We put a lot of clips én.baynnets. The bladeés for these were
made in the Irish Cutlery Coy. on Msrchant 8 Quay. -Sean P. 0'Shea,
I think, who was a member of the I.R. E., was Hsnager in the Irish .

Cutlery Compeny at the time., o |

To test the bcmbs, we threw them off a old castls wall, tenp
foot high at St. Enﬂa . We were up on a height pnﬂ threw them over
g low wall. That was for the percussion ones., w% ﬂid-nbt throw any
of the fuse ones. They had besn tested in the Dublin mountains.,
They got three bombs with fuses at the start and they tested them
around scmewhers in Tieknock. They were raported as very satisfactop
When testing the percussion bombs, the first two ware a failure -
they just burned out. The third went off with a térrlfic bang.

I remember Dr. Slattery getting a crack on the forqhead with a piece
of the syllntar. He had gof a bit careless when thﬂ fivst two did
not go off; but the thinrd went 6fﬁ‘. There was an art in throwing
these = to bring the end down. I made up & few dum%ies then for

' practice, Pﬁarse was wvery satisfied. I explained to him gt the
time my impression that proper &etonatara were neceasary and that
the ordinary black powder cartridge was unrelisble f@r detonating
gelignite. We were short of detors tors. Wﬁ usea.captr;dgea instead
of detonators. Tom Clarke had apsured us that ﬁhy cértriﬂge would
explode gelignite. I was ﬁot of the same aplnion. He ‘had ex@erience
-from the Glarkenwell eXplosion, but explosives had changed during
the years; and things were differant. The cartwidgﬁs'-lnaded with
black powder-.and used ss detom tors, were a failure, hut those which

were loaded with cordite worked very suecessfully. [ '

~During February and March 1916, we had appesls to apeed up, as
some thing would be done in the very near future. &An addit:unal
factory was started in Liberty Hall, and annther at Kimmage.

=

Finished bombs were taken down the country in éara,!calling to
- our premises occasionally, and a number were taken to thé Waterworks
Department'nf the Corporation on, I think, Woed Quay, apﬂ hidden

there till required. I believe they were never taken out in Baster
|

Week. |
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Those who were working with me in Cluny were Sesn Price,
Vincent Gogan, Richard Gogan, S.P. 0'Reilly, Josie DﬁHourkﬁ, my
brother Seamus Daly, W.¥. Ryan and P.J. Corless. Théré were others,
of course, coming down with stufﬂ'anﬁ_pﬁtting it intﬁ cars, and

all that.
|

"I joined the Volunteers at ﬁhe.Rotunﬂa mesting., iI.was attacheé
to B/Coy. lst Battn.. Ue met at 41 Parnell Square. I drilled -

openly with them all during fthe time. UTed Daly was! Llrﬂt Gaptain-

|
Seamus O'Sullivan waes Lieutenant. The other Lieutenant was Paddy

Whelsan.

Just pr&?lous to 1916, James Eulllvan was Captain, but then
he became Battallun.ﬂdjutant just before 19186, Tnm Byrne was made
Captain. I becamse End Lieut. and Paddy %halan lst; Lleut. Paddy
Whelan did not turn out for the Rising. Tom Byrneiwas sent off fo

Maynnbth. Jim Sullivan was sent back from Monaghatho tﬂke OVED,

- and he had no other officer to help him, because I was gent off too.

I was sent to Passaugh Lane Bridge to try and get dcwn.tha bridge
and demolish the line out. I was to try and makﬂ as many breaks as

I could between that and Blancharﬁstown. I was alsn Captain of
L L]

. the Engineers, lst Battalion, at thaet time too, aﬁdil_still held
" the headquarters munitions job. 'The Lieutenant Ehginaer for the

‘Battalion was William Sheehan, whose brother Ted Sheahan, was

Brlgade Englna&r.

On Holy Thursday before EHaster Yeek, the explasive for the
Cabra district was shifted up to Oak Lodge, . WHich was the re@idence
of the Sheshsn's. It is on the Gabra Road. ﬂbcpx two hundred-

weight of gelignite was left there. In this conﬁéctinn, I should

mention that, when we arrived there on Konday, ﬂt.Was not to be

found; neither were the Sheehans to be found. _@h?y did not turn
out. Sheehan was to be on the Horth Circulap R$ad to help
0'Sullivan with the bridges. Sean lMcDermott toiﬁ;me that Bill
Sheehan would look after the ﬁnrth Gircular.Roaﬁ Enﬁ, and that Ted
would come and give me a hand tﬂ see that everythln& was all right:

but neither turned. dut, and the explosive had been taken away from
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the house. .i believe he told gomeone afterwards thaf he saw

people prowling around the house and he got rid of iﬁ.!

On Good Friday there was an attempt made tp hﬂié ﬁp some men
coming from Cluny, Clontarf - Sean Efice and some cﬁéera. The
police‘trieﬂ to hold them up, but they got away withfd parcel of
8 tuf'f, I'nﬁve:ifﬂa;;ywheard what happened, hufjlhgggfthe.report
at the time that they were held up. It was then we ﬁéd sandbags
£illed and put them up to the windows in Cluny. Théy'were not
visible frop the outside. We put cn a guard then, fegﬂy'tn fight

T !

if anything happened. ' : i

]

Actually, a policeman did ¢ all in to G;uny nn?Eéstar Saturdsy
to tell me that my bost had drifted. We thought it was something
else, hacausﬁ it was so unusual for s polica.sergadﬁﬁ to call., I.
went to the door. He was by himself. He came tp-ﬁnfcrm me that
the boat was dpifting against the wall and would get broken up.

He was told it was my boat. That waé a resl scare;fpr ug at the

time. Regarding that boat, I was afterwards questioned sbout it,

when I was in prison. In fact, I was brought up'tb_Landun a

second time from Frongoch and questioned as to what 'became of the

boat I had. Had I been asked to use it for gettiﬁg'in'ﬁnuch with

thefGermans, etc.? .

On Holy Seturday all wasg, ready for the big pﬁréda on Baster

Sunday. I had word frop Sean Hacbﬁrmntt.that aveijanﬁ was to be

. mobilised - that there ﬂbuld be something doing. 'He reminded me

that every man, if possiblg, Should gﬂt.ﬂonfasainh.at the time.

| I was dealing with engineers then.. We had ahnutiéﬁ in the

Enginears.' I was in to Liberty Hall on the satu%ﬁéy. I got word
to go in and see Sean MacDermott whoe wanted to finﬂ ﬂﬁt the
location of the various dumps. On.that nc¢aaioh:he ingquired from
me &8 %0 the'possibility of ﬂestraying th&_aquadﬁ€t bridge at the
Broadstone and I had no trouble in comvineing him 'of the
impossibility of doing it #&th the men and méferﬁals at our
disposal. .The parade was arraﬁged for the Eunﬂﬁﬁf There was no
mo‘bilisatiér;-_ -1 think it was for {'.welin-a D.'clnclg the parade was

fixed.
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I ean't exaéjly tell you when I got the order cquﬁtermanﬂing
the parade. There was an order. I was in Liberty H%li when I was
told the order was countermanded. Sean MacDermott wéa-in a
terrible rage at the time. He sagid "The order has hean counter-
manded, I understand". There was a big hub-bub on at the time. I.
think that was Sunday morning. I was in Liberty Hal;;anﬂ saw Eean
MecDermott, having been seﬁt'fnr by Sean. Bean Macnaﬁmott told me

not to stir away. I spent that afternoon and nightjiﬁ.Liberty Hall

Sometime sbout 2 o'ﬁlack on Baster Monday mérning I got word
to mobilise. I had & 1;st of men to mobilise and a{list_nf men
whom they WEré td mgbilise. and I told them. I-haﬂftﬁ go to
Baldoyle on & hicycle to @ man named Mexwell. 'Theréfwas orie men in
Sutton, as well as the one in Baldoyle. I don'® rehémﬁer_the name
of the man in Subton. I got them, in any case. Ifwént to Reddin's
of Artane. I mﬁbiliseﬂ them. They did not turn oﬁt; I went to
South Gloucester Et. near Frénﬂis S8te side, to a mén;whose name I
do not recollect, snd to Feadar Doyle in.sﬁmmerhili. All reported
in but the Reddins. | | {' '
. o :

Then I got my definite orders - :to get a car,:gicks, shovels
and things. I was to see Andy Clarkin; he was 4o have a hofse fon
me. This had previously been arranged by Sean Maénérmﬁtta I could
not}actuallyl contact Clarkin, and hﬂis empoyees wm;;ld not gj.ﬁa out
the horse or car to me. All I could do was to leave one man there
to try and get the horse and car, and for -me to célleat-my men and
get up to Phibsboro' as it was coming near thé tiﬁﬁ. My first

eall was to Qsk Lodge, where I discovered that tthgﬂlignite was

" missing. This meant disPEtching another man Back to Sean MacDermﬂtt

I was now short . of the services of two men. I had only about five
or six men with me at that particular job; tha ?Qst I hed sent to-
what I took to be the main defence line on the-N;G?Rnad. We waited
for the car to come with the picks, Shpvels and ﬁhings and there
was no.Eign'nf it., A5 it was coming near. to 12 o%clock I decided
we could commandeer the picks and shovels. Then the man arrived

back with a small supply of gelignite from Liberty Hall; all he

‘had was in @ parcel. Je went along Commaught Sﬁ.'ﬁo try to get

r
1
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picks and shovels. e only géﬁ a pick or two. . I remember we got

one from Hrs. O'Dcherty. The main.portion of the people was wery

antagonistic when we said we wanted to take their stuff,

Jugt as the zaro.hnur was apprﬁaching'l maﬁé f?r Connaught
ét..Briﬂge. I started butting a trench on the hridg? and trving
to lever off the stone walls with ﬁ bar. Ve saw a ghng of railway
workers them. Though this was a bank holiday, the railway workers

were’werking there. We went up and commandeered tools from them.

We thought we were well off then with bars and picks, but when we

arrived haclt on the hridga we found the Lancera adVancing dovwn thef
N.C.Roed. I am not sure ﬁhether it was tha-l?th or 2lst Lancers.
The ﬁeepla round about, by this time, had crnwﬂeﬁ'u@_to us and we

were subjsct to a lot of sbuse. Then the Lancers npshad fire on us

. from the N.C.Rd. bridge. We were amazed at them getting down thers

considering that the N.C.Rd. bridge was supposed'fnébé.held. Brom.
where we were, at the top of Connaught St. we coulﬂLsea'the cther
bridgas'along the railway line. There wae no defan%ive force on
the FPassaugh Lane Bridge. On ‘the N.C.Rd. Bridgs waa where Eeamns
0'Sullivan was supposed to be and he was also te 1de after the
Cabra Road Bridge. ¥When the Lancers asppeared on tne_N.G.R. B?idge
we were naturally amazed to see them down there. ﬁb degided to
glve up the Eridge as a bad job. :In.any case, e ﬁad not nearly
enough explosives. We dscided to concentrate on d%sﬁrnﬁiﬁg all
the rails. -ﬁE-WQnt.Elﬂﬁg.tﬁE railway line. and autftﬁe rails at-
intervals along, particularly at any junctions or ?oiﬁts. We were
under fire most. of this time from the Lancers when}ﬁa appeared on
the railway line.. EWErﬁ minute we expected them tb come out and

encircle us. We were armed only with revolvers.

flhen the firing got hotter we decided we would get further out
andIW$ went on to Ashtown. There was no sign of ﬁiliiary activity
here. We cut rails ﬁith gelignite. Then we fell?in with Sean
O0'Byrne and a small squad who were demolishing thé %elegraph wires.

{ile helped him cut down = pole. There were some fnr%y or fiftj

‘wires on that pole which ‘had to be cut, and eventually we got the

pole dovn.
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Having finished the exglosives,'we decided to get back into
the ecity. Ve worked duwn along and back intc the F cur Courts. I
spent londay afternoen huilding barricades around the_Four Courts,

two in Greek St. and one in lary's Leme. After that we went up o

- the Broadstone, and we were under fire there. I think it was with

Hemon Martin we were that “time. He was wounded in.ﬁhé back., I
went up with others behind that party as rainfnrcemen@,ﬁnﬂ we mef

them coming back. I was struck by a splinter of a cobble stone on

‘the lip; the cobble stone had been struck by a bullet. I thought

I was seriously wounded at the time. When we met-them coming back

with Bemon Martin they said: "You won't get back"=- mesning, to the
railway line. I% was a very exposed place. So we :amé Prack -with -

them.

&t about 8 or 9 o'clock on Honday n;ght I was askad to go out
again on the railway line: and try and cut all four lines, if possible
around sbout Blanﬂhardstﬂwn. Christy lMcEvoy and mysalf want out
via Bnltnn.St.'anﬂ Frederick St. to Blanhharﬂstnv ﬁ% cut the Tour
limes near. the ra;lway bridge there, using all the sxplosivas we

had at the one point. o _ |

Aboub midnight, we tried to get Dack into thefcity, but faiied
to-do so. ‘We went back out from éhe eity to GlasnﬁﬁiﬁfGEmﬂterE;
We decided we would try and geﬁ-sqme alaep.- We lay down in the
cﬁrnar of a field near a clump ngpettlés. We eoui& hear the sound
of firing in the city, sometimes pretty brisk and, ét other times,
almost dying cﬁt. I femembar wakening early in-thﬂimorning, eold |
and wet, my teseth chattering, and nearby us was a sheap that had
been shot. This was Tuesday morning. Ve proceeﬁeﬁ“?ﬁ“make our way
into the ecity. Aafter some hours we succeeded in cﬁussin@ the cordon
at Blessington St. and éot back into éhurch Bt ﬁﬁr;headquartera
had been in. 8%, John's Convent. I found Wed Daly outside the

" Capuchin Church in Church St. He t0ld me to have é look round and

see hqw_ﬁhe.barricades WEIr€.

I got a message from Joe Regnolds %0 report tﬂ neadqu&rters to

Ned Daly. It was then I 1aarned that ﬁhe headquar%srﬁ had been
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shifted to the Boys' Brigade Hall, near St. Michan'stﬁurch. ‘I

went to the Brigade Hall and saw Ned Daly thers. He asked me what
were the channas of'gstting out. I think Frank Eﬁhy; ﬁho was in
charge of tﬁé Four Courts, was there. 'FionanuLynﬁh,fEamon.Mmrkan,

RKamon Duggan and Plaras Beasley ﬁare also present. Gerald Griffin

. was there slong with Piaras Beasley. I got cr&era tb BO ta the

G.P.0., and try and get more ga1lgnita oy explosives bnﬂ get out on
the railway line ggaing if possible, to get further Fn. I we
could nﬁt get back i was to try aﬁﬂ conwerge o1 paopia coming into
the city, collect them up, take command, and not to ﬁgke an effort
to-gat into the éity, but to start hparatians autsiﬁg ard
concentrate on aﬁything that would be considarad.British Government
property, police barracks, post offices, etc., but, first of all,
to concantrata.on the railwey line. I was asked to?take somebod¥
with me, He seid: "fho will you take with you®" Ifséiﬂ "i'll teke
Christy McEvoy"who had been with me all the.tima.

I went down to the G.P.0. end got a very smallfsupply of
gelignite there from Hichael Stéinaa. We set out aﬂdgtried'tu get
out from the city. The Royal Irish Rifles had come down through
Frederlck St. and were then at the corner of Fraderick 5t. For
some time we could not get thraugh. We noticed tha? they were
allowing some women, with loaves of bread and cther'; pfwiaicns
under their arms, to pass through. e décided.we wbulﬁ buy a loaf,

but failed to do so. We only got a Tew apple-cakeg.- With these
held very conspicuously in our hands, we were let a;ﬁoss over at
the Parnell Monument. We made our way up through Ggrdiner S5t. and
suceessfully got out on the railway line again. We, waré up near
King James. Gastlé! on the canal bank, when suﬂ&anly'we saw the
Lancers Eﬂming down alnnq the canal bank. Two of tﬁem came out
from the edge, just beside us, leading their horsaéi' Théy s8sid
"f#here are you going?" I said "Anywhere out of that:placa. You're
not sure of yeuf life" - looking towards the citﬁ. Thﬁy asked
were ‘there many people killed. I said there was terrible Elaughter.
I had made up my mind o act as if I was ¥ery frigﬁténﬁd:—'énd at

this time I was really very frightened! e had s newspaper parcel .
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of gelignite and our few cskes, One of the Lancers turned round

-and said "You have dropped one of your sugar stické, sormy". I

locked round and aéy a stick of gelignite on the groumi. Ghriatﬁ-
McAvoy stooped and pickéﬁ it up and put it in his %cdket. They -
let us go ﬁn. We then met two more Lancers on hcréehacka They_éaif
“ﬁhafa'afe you going? We said "Trying to get outféf trnﬁble - you
are not sure of your life in there".. They"Signsllgd.ts the other
two Lancers, who halted us first, and received a sfgﬁal back that
we were all right, apparently. e were allowed to.paas gn. The
main body of Lancers were on the Broom Bridge. Thsy_never.
interfered with us, once we had been passed. on. I?aéid "Christy,

do you know who they are loocking for?" He said "You and me".

| .

We travelled out nearly $o Clonsilla before we got on to the

railway iine. At a point where there was a crcaainﬁ there, we ocut
the rails again. We kept just a small supply for when we rwoulsi

find another good point. We could see the flag of %he Lancers oub

beyond on the road.. We decided we ﬁﬁulﬂ get across to the.fields_

and lie low for a bit before using the rest of our Eélignite, and

- wait until nightfali before we made ocur final Explnéion on the

rails. This was now Tuesday night. Our orders were not to come "

. back, but to try to contact with outside vnlunteers. " The only

vcluntQEFE we saw were a concentration at Finglas,. whum we took to
be the enemy, but afterwards found out that the;.were men from

Dunﬂalk who had travelled in to Dublin.
' |

Bach of vus had a revolver and ammunition - this was still

Tuesday night - and seeing no one about, we travelldd down towmrds

the c¢ity -again. I said "There is no one about. e had better try .

to get in again"., In fact, we felt out of it. Ue found the Tine
of the canal then held by the enemy. We worked down as far as
Jones' Road and, seeing no one, we had a few pots at tha milltary

at Ballybough Bridge w1th our revolvers. Df cﬂurse, we had to get

‘away immediately, when they opened fire., There was nﬂthing glse

then to do but to try'anﬂ male out again. 'We tried if we_cculd

.get in up as far as Phibsboro, but the ehemy'saemad to be every-

where now; and we worked back around by the Richmond: Road. There
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was some shooting at Fairview. We crossed the Ritar-fﬂlka near
the Distillery on Jones's Road, and we borrowed twﬂfbicycles.at
Ballybough from Mrs. Mombrum -~ Mrs. Sean Mc&afry'é éister*i ﬁha
gave us what was really our first feed for the daé. We thén.
called on Mrs. Tom Clarke at Richmond Avenue, off Riéhmnnﬁ Rosad.
She said there were several fellows there who weré outside the
cordon and wanted to get in.. I said "Could you arrsnge for me to
meet them". I.arfanged to meet them nezt morning{ We went back t
Nrs. Mombrun's place at Ballybough, where they wanted us to go

to bed, but we would not. I tried to sleep on a c#air. Some time
about 2 or 3 o'clock in the merning, on hearing shbﬁs fair;;

close to us, we decided we would get out.

It was ﬁow'ﬁadnss@ay‘morning. We reconnoitred slong, and found
all the bridges along the line were held at this tima. The iins
of the canal was held, so we travelled out ﬁowarﬂsithe country |
again. There was no sign of any friends coming. ﬁvérywhere
people were looking ét us gnd we began to realise fhat we were not

washed or shaved. We decided we would have & wash in the Tolka,

which we did, and that we would-spend that night hdrassing the

enemy from the rear. e said "Even if we don't killianyoﬁﬂ, we
will let them know there is somebody behind". I s%w.Mra. Clarke.
None of those whom she had mentioned had turned up; We spent
Wednesday night between PFairview and the bridge st Glasnevin. te
worked our way up there, having & shot whefe we eauiﬁ, and getting
awWay. :

On Thursday morning i said "We will work rounﬂ?tha country.
There must be saMEﬁneﬁ}igrking". We made for ﬂunbn&ﬁe. The
railway line, by this time, was well patrolled. ﬁE:hEarﬁ that
the Artillery had been unloaded near Dunboyne, thatithay'had taken
the guns cff the train from Athlone, and that they were moving by
road in to the city. ;t was long aftep when we me%.tham, and had
to take to the fiel&é. Theré was Tully s battalion of infantry
anﬂ.artillery stretched along for neérly a mile of ?he road.
Needless to say, we did not dare to have a pop st thg&. We got

away end I said ﬂﬁe will work around". e hesrd all soris of
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rumours and stories around the couniry. We were wonééring would
we go in to the city. This was the first night we safw the fires
in the city, and the Tire had becoma'more intense. 'fhe£ I-déci&eﬂ
that we would get out to Swords. e cycled out aloné to Swords.
We saw no sgign of anyone anywhere. A1l round the countrv, I am
sure, for about twenty miles,. there was no sign of 1¢her ensmy o
friend around that WaY o Peaple were all hushed and . woald give no
information; on Thursday i ght we slapt out in turnﬂ, one of us
always on watch. _ -g
On Friday morning we heard thsra'ware mer akinﬁi?g bul;ucka
on the roadside out near Ashbourne. Coming %o Swur&siwe heard

that the barracks there had been attacked, and a fellow said to us

"Don't go alung'fhat road -~ the Ashbourne road. Tﬁeré are a lot of

‘ :
Cork men killing bullocks on the side of the road™, e decided to
invesfigate. We knew something must be happening,' H& cycled the

country round until we heard ‘shooting. This must hava been about

. : I

At Ashbourne, we could hear the shooting. We ware teld that
there was a fight on outside an& we were advised not ta £0 Oll.
However, we went on and found the fight in progress. ﬁa graduaily
worked our way along the ditches until we got into theéfight; The
only ones ve could see were the R.I.C. We could hpt's%a-any of our
ovn men. We afterwards found out that we came in on tﬂe-anemy's |
gide, which was probably vﬂry.lucky for our anwd; We ﬁust have
been bﬁer two hours there, grsdually creeﬁiﬁg.ﬁp. If-w% raised

our heads at all, a bullet whizzed by, TWe deciﬂad we wbulﬂ make a

: datour and work round - that we were on the wrong 51de.j ﬁlthnugh

we got in an odd shot, we felt very uncvmfartable, not heing able
to see any of our men. After awhile we came in with our own crowd.
I think Gerry Golden was the first mEm we Came across - and Peadar
Blanchfield. When the fight ended, the R.I.C. were coming out with
their hands up. A greast number of them was wnunded, hut mogt of

the wounds were nnlv frﬂm shotgun pellets and not Earlnﬁs. Then

- the mopping-up started ~ the collectlng ups Rifles they all had -

small cerbines - cavalry carbines. The enemy were 10&66@ up into a
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big motor charabanc and sent off. They looked a v%ry sorry-
looking }ot, covered with blood. At the. time, I t%cught mﬂét of
them must die, as there was so ﬁuah blood abnut. EDuring the
fight I thought the coclegt person was Jim Léwiessi vho was Q.M.

to the forces there. He had buckets of eggs boiled and pleﬁty
of food ready the minute the fight was over. "I eraw the boys

; 1

would be hungry when the fight was over" he said.. He never

seemed to doubt what the issue would be, in spite nf the fact

- of 33 men fighﬁing 133, or something, The English piflas ware

: |
all loaded in a breadvan of Feter Kemnedy's, which they, had
commandeered previously. We moved off. I don't knpw exactly

1
what roads we took. We went asleep that night on a]lnfta I

" remember being only properly asleep when the alarm WBE given and

we were turnaﬂ nut. We cycleﬂ some miles alnng the road and

came to annther place. '_ : 1

We spent Saturday in a house, the name of whicﬂ I forget.
It was the last place we were in. We put up in tﬁi% houﬁe; We
were billeted im four stables in the yard. .I was iﬁstructaﬂ to
ezplain‘the mechanism of the carbine to the men. Iqrememher
thinking, at ﬁhe time, that if our men had uaed fha~carbines
instead of the shﬂtguns, thqy never would have won ﬁhe fight.
Tom Ashe was in charge there, Dick Mulcahy was secchﬂ-inﬂccmmanﬁ.
I spent Saturday night- on outpost duty on the ﬁshbournﬂ road -

~ ten hours on outpost ﬁuty.

|
| - |
_ On Sunday morning, we got word of the surrender: I was
speaking to Tom Ashe, who had often come %o Cluny, G#anﬁarf, Lo
get stuff there - he used to ride a motor cycle and éidecar -

when the news of the surrender casme. Diclk Huleahy héd gone to

_ Dublin and returned with news of the surrender. Tumas Asghe

advised me to try tﬂ get back to Clontarf, and save tha house
where the bombs had been made. I left before they sqrEEnﬁEred.
On arrival at Clontarf, I found that the occupéntﬂ ofi the house
had been placed undér arrest, brought to the North Buhl Camp and
detaimed there, but they had fairly well cleared up aFl traces

of the bomb manufacturing. I was only rightly there when I was
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atrested myself. I was brought to Store St. Station first and

then to Dublin Castle. & peculiar thing happene%i in Dublin Castle.
I was brought before Major Price, who was PTO?GE% Marshal. The_
first question he asked me was had I been at the!ﬁt. Patrick's Day-
parade previously, to which I answered "Yes". Tﬁan I was asked |
had I taken part in.tha Rising. "I said "Y&s” iust then there was
a burst 1ntn the ronm of Inspector Mills.He was a Station Sergeant
then: (He was killed at a meeting at the Custom HGFEE afterwards)
”ha Provost Marshal regrlmanﬂed him for the nanner in.whlch he
burst into the room, and he apnlngnaed 1nmad1atel§ anﬂ said he

cameé in to prEVBnt an injustice. "ell, what is tha injustice?"

asked the Provost Marshal. He immediately starteq-sxplsining to -

the Brovost Marshsl what a good boy I was and how |I had never been

mixed up with anything like this. This, coming nﬁ_top of my

admissiqnl - I felt very awkward, hearing Inspa¢tgr Mills 1

speaking so wvery highly of me. "I had never known %ha man, but I

concluded that someone Who knew me had asked him-t# go in and put
o

in a word for me. I was allowed. o go on, and wes even questioned
. | .

.

I
Marshal pointed out to him that I had already admltted. I felt

very sorry for Inspectar Mills. I was present whan1he was killed
later on. I never could find out who had done thath

S i .
Then I was sent to Richmond Barracks and, subségquently, to
. |
Wekefield Prison. All the boys were delighted to B5€e, me when I
. ) b ' I
arrived as I had been reported as dead. I was not sent for

courimartiale ' :
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