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Witness

Mr. Alec McCebe,
35 Oakley Road,
Ranel -

Dublin.
Identity

Member of Sinn Fein; .
Member of Irish Volunteers Sligo 1913;

Chief oOrganiser and Centre of I.R.B. Connaught
Member of Supreme Council I.R.B.
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Subject
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(a) National associations 1913-1916;

(b) Travelled to Dublin Easter Saturday and
returned to West with instructions from
I.V. Eeadquarters for mobilisation, which
he carried out on Easter-lionday 1916.
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Conditions, if any, stipulated by Witness 1
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I was In St. Patrick's Training College, Dublin, during the

yeara 1913-14, I knew Gearoid 0'Sullivan there. I was a member of
tha Sinn Fein Movement from an early date and I compiled articles
for a Leitrim paper during the election there in 1908. I joined
the Irish Volunteers in 8ligo in 1913 when they started there, and
I wae also present at the meeting in the Rotunda, Dublin, for thisg
purpose. I became a member of the Volunteers in Dublin and trained
with them at Fairview. This was the 2nd Battn. We were not sworn
yhen joining the Volunteers; we signed a register and contributed
é.small sum weekly towards expenses and the purchase of arms,
équipmani and uniforms, etc. I also joined the I.R.B. I was sworn
into the I.R.B. by Sean McDernott. Shortly after this I went to
élign and organised the Volunteers in that area. I was alsnf
érganising circles of the I.R.B, inside the Volunteer organisation.
I succeeded in getting & number of I.R.B. circles goipg.ih.sligo.

I would say sbout twp=-thirds of the parishes in Sligo were covered.
' DEVENG gne.

Amongst the members I remember asre Jim Devewns, Dwen Tansey (Gurteen
McHale (81igo) and Jim. Marron (Tobercurry).

. When the 1914 war. broke out & cbnventiun of the Voluntesrs was
Aalﬂ in the Town Hall, Sligo. This wes attended by a number of
ﬁarish'Priesta. Larry Kettle from Dublin attended and all Vﬂiuntears
were summoned to attend, John Jinks was presiding. The object of
the meeting was to recruit for the British Army. T protasted.
against this'and got a very bad reception but I insisted on having
my say.- Mr. Jinks said he would not hear any more from me and that
he would put me out. I eventually left the Hall and two or three

others accompsnied me, including Dm-rna .bfﬁ’fﬁﬁ"

. At the time of the split in the Volunteers most of the membe rs
ant on the Redmond side. The Keash Coy. to which I was atiached
mainly remained loyal, the remainder declared for Redmond and

eventually faded out. We had in Keash about 30 members including
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some old men. We had wery little arms, Jjust a few shotguns .

' I sttended the convention of the Irish Volunteers after the
aﬁlit. MacNeill presided at this meeting, but the 0'Rahilly ﬁas the
péinﬂipal man. O'Rahilly was in charge of armaﬁant. ‘At this meeting
we were told that the Clan-na-Gael in the United States were support-
ing us financially. I ratnrﬁﬂd to Sligo after this meeting and
continued to organise the Volunteers and I.R.B. A meeting of
. délegates from the I.R.B. circles in Connaught was held in Garr;ck-
on-Shannon to form a provincial Gogncil for Connaught. The maeéing
wés held on thé occasion of & big Gaslic Athletic match in order not
to arﬁﬁse suspicion. Digrmuid Lynch came down from I.R.B. Hars.
Tﬁara wag a representative from each county. 3Before the meseting
Lﬁnah asked meé to take centre for Gbnnaught to wvhich I agreed. I was
aidctad Head Centre for Connaught and ﬁhus became a member of the
Eﬁprems Couneil. I was organising Eoth’for the Volunteers and thé
I.R.B. for the next seven or eight months and increased our menbe -

ship considerably.

In May 1915 I attended a meeting of the Supreme Council at the
prn Hall, Clontarf. Tom Clarke presided \at this meeting and others
pfeaent were = that I can remember - ﬁean.McDenmatt ag Secretapy;
Jogeph Glesgson representing Scotland; Neil Kerr, iivarpool; Denis
Mﬁculinugh, Ulster. . I cannot remember who repréaented Muns ter.
Diarmuid Lynceh represented the U.B.ﬁl Discuasicns_cantfad on
ofgunisaticn and world contacts. A communication was resd from
antaitﬁ. He was in South America and was gciﬁg to Germany. There
was aleo communications from the Clan na Gael in America. At this
meeting ¥P.H. Pearse was co-opied g member. 4 miliﬁary committee: was
established at this meeting consisting of Pearse, Cesnnt 'and
Plunkeit. The purpose of this committee: was to look after military
organisation. I understood the appeointments were to be in the nature
of a Military staff. I also attended other meetings of the Suprems
Gguncil in Barry's Hotel.

In August 1915 I purchesed a quantity of explosive (gelignite)

in Gilmore's shop in Sligo. I was arrested st Sligo Station with the
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gelignite which I had in a handbag. I was taken to Sligo and from
there to Mountjoy. I was tried in Green St. Courthouse. The Jury
&iaégreaﬂ gnd I was raturned-th Mommtjoy Jail. I was held in Hount-
jby for three months snd then rélsased. I thinlk I was the last or
gecond last perann.;a be tried on & charge of this nﬁture:by a jurys
after I was released I saw McDemmott who told me that they had made
arrangements for a Rising and also for arms and help from Germany.
He instructed me to proceed to the west and to axamine tﬁa coastline
ﬁatween Ballina end Donegel with a view to the possible 1aqﬂing of
the arms there. He said a place had been provisionally fixed in the
ﬁﬂutp, but in case of a cancellation of this, they required

elternative areas.. He told me that the Rising wds fixed Tor Easter.

I got maps end made a survey of the coast within the areas
specified. Local fishermen were a fine source of information. T
éalacted & place called Aughries as suitable. Ballina, I decided
was a poor centre as there was no suitable organisation there. L
Enniscrone, I elso decided, as being suitable. I did not know theﬁ
éraft of the vessel or vessels expected, but I Eﬁvﬁpgiggii;iﬁwc
ascertained locally. I travelled to Mullaghmore. DBewerns had g
Company near here and I elso suggested this place as a possible site.
Killybegs was a good port, but units of the British Navy were always
presant-there.anﬁ there was no local organisation either. In the
maantimﬂ I hed teken an appointment as Teacher in Killybegs and
McDermott told me to stay there until he sent for me or sent

instructions.

. On Easter Saturday morning I saw on the paper about Casement's
drrest in Kerry. I could see that the R.I.C. wepe watching me. I
cycled out of the town and avenﬁuélly got the train and travalled to
Dublin. On reaching Dublin I sent a messageé to Tom Clarke asking -
ﬂim to fix a meeting placﬁ as I was in the "Hue and Cry" - the

Police Gazette at the time. I was told to report to a house, I think
it was at the corner of Hardwicke Place. I went there and met
ﬂcDermutt, Joe Plunkett,. Pearse, Connolly, Tom qlarkelanﬂ & few

others. Sean McDermott told me gbout the incidents in Kerry. He
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;alau said that MacNeill had countermanded the "Rising" but that
ithey had.decided to go shead with it. 'He said that the staff were
'standing-by. I asked to remain in Dublin, but kcDermott insisted
Ethat I go"back to Sligo. He said that if forced out of the city
'they would retreat towards the west. He said "mobilise ﬁs many
jmen ag you canj ﬁastﬁﬁw.communicationé and await our arrival,
jPBﬁrse and Connolly, who were now leaving, called me to go with
itham. We went to Liberty Hall. As we went towards Liberty Hall
Lthﬂra was a8 discussion betwoen Fearse and Connolly on the comingl
Eavants. @his covered such subjects as mobilisation; the terrible
odds they would be up against and how, when the Rising started in

i, the city, they would be out of touch with areas in the country.

I ascertained from their discussion that Pearse was for teking to {
tha country, while Connolly was for fighting in the eity from houst
FD house. Evanmually Connolly &gread that they might be able to
retreat into the country from tha"city. FPearse told me to do my
hea; and gaid that‘ag they retreated they would be gathering
étrangﬁh-hy being Jjoined by the cduntry centres of the I.E.B. snd
some of the Volunteers. I parted with them outside Liberty Hell.
McDermott had advised me to travel back by train to Sligo. He also
ramarkad that 1t was most 1ikely that most of the Volunteers would

ohey Macleill's orﬁers.

bl

I stayed that night 1n a house 1n Mountjoy Square. liartin
Gnnlnn, Mick Collins, P. Donoghue, J.J. Walsh and some others from
Eﬁglanﬂ were also there. Next morning I saw MecNeill's counter-
ménﬂing order in the "Sunday Inﬂapanﬂent“f I got a trein at -
E%oadstnna that morning teking a ticket to Sligo. I got off at
Mullingar. I tried to find the Centre of the I.R.B.. there, but
cﬁuld not do so. I got a car at Mullingar and travelléﬁ to Granard
and contacted the Cenire thara.r He was John Cawley. I told him.
wﬁpt was to happen. I stayed in Granard that night. The following
day I got a car to Carrick-on-Shannon. The car had an accident en
rn?te which caused a serious delay. I could not contasct anyone in
Carrick-on-Shahnon. I then travelled on to Boyle and contacted

* Jim Feely there. He had no arms of arny sort and decided that he
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wnﬂlﬂ awsit events. I next travelled on %o Ballaghaderreen, getting
there late on Monday night. By this time information had reached
thgre that the rebellion had started in Dublin. I contacted Mr.
Guieman there, but all they could mobilise was two rifles. There were
ad%pcsed.tn be @ good many rifles in thai area. The driver of our
car would not come an?_furthﬂr-with us now, so Joe Kelly, who
EGLGMpEniEﬁ me, and I broke into a garage and took a car and

started for Tobercurry. When two or three miles outside the towmn -
thg car broke downe. I stayed w1th the cer and Kelly went to look for
pa}rol.' After a long parind of waiting I could see lights of cars
ap%rnaching. I took ﬁhem to be police cars. I took my coat snd gun
and made into the bog, incidentally falling into a boghole and
ge%t;ng & good sosking. The approaching car stopped and a number of
mep got out. I could hear Kelly]s voice and gquestions being asked
about- & gun. It was dark now. I madé nff‘tnwapds Keash and
eventually got to a farmhouse where I was received very hospitably.
Itjﬂaa novw about midnight. They gave me a change of clothes and

fo?d. I etarted early on Tuesday morning for Keash.

I mobiliseﬁ seven or eight merin the Keash area. They had a

' Se%vice rifle and some ammnition and some shotguns. Shortly after
I had left the fEEMhDUEE where I had stayed on Monday night it was
surrounﬂed bg R.I.c. .and searched, but they got nothing. With the
men from Keash we travelled scross couniry to Culfadda where we
mn%ilised'a few more men. We had about 12 men now. We continued

frﬂm there to Mullinbreena and collected a few more men, alsu a few

revclvers and shotgnns

é We travelled from there into Tobercurry end were reinforced by
angthar_é or 5 men. The R.I.C. remained in their barracks. =We tried
toidraw them out hut they did not come. We went to the railway
station which we trieﬂ to destroy, but the police still remainsd in
thsir batracks. We then cut all the telephone and telegraph w1res§
armunﬁ Tobercurry and broke the railway lines 1eading to E&%.#Aﬂ

Tew shots were fired at the Police barracks.

. It was'than_deaided that there was nothing further we could do

and that the men should disband. & mobilisation place was fixed for
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éll in case of a further call. The men were to take their arms and
équipment with them and to cut all telephone and telegraph wires in

their area., We had picked up a further four rifles in Tobsrcurry.

I
i

I returned to a house at Mullinbreena and awaited instructions
thereffrom Dublin, but none ever came. Eveﬁtually I heard of the
surrender in Dublin and I went 'on the run' in the locality and
Ernunﬂ 8ligo., I managed to evade arrest. I kept contact with
the I.R.B. and did an emount of propagenda work and kept in

contact with the various units.
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