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BUREAU GF BILITARY KISTATY 1913:21

ORIGINAL  frmmin

Statement by Mra, Margaret EKeogh
Formerly Maggie Quinn (who first married Brian Callender),

32~33 44th 8t., Astoria, Long Island,
New York, U.S.A.

I took part as a very young girl I'in the 1898 procession

at which the tablet m dedioét'ed in Cormmarket. I was pz-aaant-
at the founding of inghini na hfiireann which originated rrnm. the
Committee formed to give children of Bublin a treat on the
occasion of the wisit of Queen Wietoria in 1900, The ides was
to reward the children who had not consented to go to the Phoenix
Park to cheer and wave to Queen Vietoria. The treat was glven
in Qlonturk Park. We got that through the aid of Mr. Tom RByrne,
a carrier, who did trojan work in helping to maeke the event s

~ success, aend & wonderful success it was from every point of view.
Meud Gonne was respongible for the whole affair. Her teaching
and inspiration acted like magic on all of us. We would have
dione a:ﬁthing she wanted us to. She kept us: out of many
dangers.  Her auﬁarior experience and intelligence amred us from
many traps which we in our youth and :u:a.xperiama would have
fallen 1into., She had insight which showed her the implications
of many associations which we would have been inclined to mske

. but which she kept us out of. -

I was the Treasurer practically all the time' I realded here.
we had very little to pay for, although the treat was on a very
large scale; there were sbout 10,000 children. Our appeals for
subgcriptions brought in huge econtributions 111- the form of monsey
and food. ALl the bakers, confeotioners and mineral water
mamufacturers supplied almost unlimited food and drink. I was a
young girl at the time and this was my first u.ndartﬂ:ing.’ " I was
smazed at the quantity of stuff we got. We spent days and nighta
getting ready the ratio?m for the children. We had two empty
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stores near Alfie Byrne's place in Talbot Street, procured for ug

by Tom Byrne.

The treat which was called Haud Gonne's treat‘tm__a; the
subject of eomment in the Press and in the streets. We were
weeks beforehand registering the nsmes of sll the children; s=ome
mothers came with bables in their arms, We had music leading the
van and the chilm.-pn aing:.ng patriotic songs. The Ingint and
other patriotic nrgamiaatinna kept order and the public were
amazed at the nrderly nature of the procession. The chlildren
were marshalled in the forenoon and it was dark when we got home,
footmsore and weary, but hsppy that arem had turned out so
well., We had some of the elergy at our back. Ji"r anderson of
dohn's Léne was one of our best backers., Fr., York in the U, S.a.
was & great friend. The majority of the clergy, however, would
not touch us with a forty foot pole. '

I think it was some time after this that the incident
oceurred in which arthur Qriffith was involved. A man cglled

' Collis had an article in a would-be socdiety paper - I think 'Figero'

was the name Of 1t - it had am office in Lower Grafton Street -
making allegations againgt Maud Gonne; ﬁbwmﬁa:rﬂ you could sue him
for damages, but ke only laughed at it. He, Arthwr, tock it
sericusly as: & point of honour on her behalf and gave him a
trouncing with a zambok that he had brought from South Africa.

He was: asked t0 gpologise or the matter would be taken to court.
Ee refused and was brought to court on a charge of common assault
andl got a period of imprisonment. While he was in prison the
Inginini planmed to give him a presentation on his release.

It tock the form of a silver mounted blackthorn stick with a
suitable’ inseription.

At that pertod the Ina:h:l.n:t were in thelr infancy. We were
the first women's Irish National Association - the Ladles' Land
League was political. It was through the Celtic ILiterary Soclety
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to which our brnths;a and friends belonged, that we becams g0
nationsl, ‘Once a month they had a ladies' night at which they
read a mamuscéript Jjournal called the *Shanachie', to which the
menbers eontributed. I th.'!.nk Willie Rooney was the ﬂditnr.
~ He killed h:lmaalf working at his job in the London North Western
in the daytime and at Irish affalrs in the night. I think ﬂlat
&ll those things laid the foundation of 1916, Major MoBride wes
& menber of the Geltie Iiterary Society before he went out o the

Traisvaal .

| We used to0 go into the public houses with our anti-

recruiting leaflets and had things thrown at us and very vile
language sometimes. ..We tried "l';o get the soldlers off the streets.
We did not suceeed fully in this. We got them, however, aonﬂ.néd‘.
to certain aveas. - They could only walk et one sdde of O'Connell -
Street. Our main cbject was to save the young Irish girls from .
‘ falling into their hands, A dscent girl aoculd not walk down the
Post Office alde without being molemted, Then such girls got the
name of a 'soldier's totty'. ' '

W startsd classes - Irish and history = for the children,
. We retained a 10t of those who hed been to the treat. Their
congtant cry was: "When 1s the lady going to give us enothar
party?". Bridgle Msher was very sucweseful as a teacher both of
Irgsh énd singing. ~ The ehildren just loved her. Mamd Gomne
got married gbout 1903 anid from that on spent a 10t of her time
gbroad. Aafter some time we affiliated with the Cumann na nGesl
who were founded sbout the same time and had the same cbjectsas
we had.-

When Haud.-ﬂue‘bh we used to call her, as we all adopted the
old Iriah names - separated from her husband, 1% caused a good
deal of excitement, but we all were loyal to her; in fact I fell
out with my m-hruﬁhar, Mick Quinn, over 1it. He was ﬂ-mﬂl‘ of
the Coltic Literary Soelety. I still have the verbatim copy of

=
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the legal proceedings in the court case.

When a resolution was.; proposed at a meeting of the
Exeoutive of (umsnn na nGael in the Mansion Houss to csll on her
1o reasign, I opposed it in another resolution, 'being Treasurer of
the Inghini at the time. One of the members, recently da.csaa.aa.,
called me a little old grandmother, The discussion was ‘heated,
‘The result waz that the Inghin{ disaffiliated from Cumann na nGael
though they acknowledged  the work we hed done and were doing.

She never tried to influense us in any way, leaving it to
ourselves: what we would 1like t0 do. There was no wisible -
hostility between us and Cumenn na nGael. Se4n was baptised in
Terenure Church. This was some months efter his birth. He was
& delicate child and Mesbh was very 11l herself and conditional
baptism had been given in Paris. Quite & mwdber of the Inghind
were praaant at the ceremony in Teremre. '

We still kept on our actiﬁtiaa. - I cant remenber any other
ineldent of mpartm except on tha mmﬂon of the Xing's
-wisit (Edward's) when a black flag was hoisted in Maud Gofne's
house in Goulson Avenus and two black flags in my sister's hﬁuae_ -
Mary Quinn, a.:rtaﬂard.a Mrs, Dudley Digges - in R;thmima'nqaﬁ. .
Word was sent to each of us that thé house in Coulson avennalwﬁs:
surrounded. As @ matter of fact we found & cordon of ‘police
there when we ﬁ‘:-nﬂ.ved and they tried to keep us from advancing,
We were accompanied by the Michael Dwyer Hurling Club » the Flanna
Hurling Club with their cemfns, and many other sympathigers in
their hundreds. They moved into the two gardens - Masbh's and
George Russsll's - took up their positions and defied anyone to
@&ome nesr., There were, of course » 8ls0 & lot of spectators who
thought us oraszy and beyond the pale. The police made all sorts
of efforts to get the flag down, Masbh’ haﬂ alrugay :I.nforma-:'t them
that ~ghe would not let them 1ntarf’ara with the flag that she had
put up in honowr of the . .. ' Pope who had Just died. '.‘Ehare were
plenty of reports sbout the matter in .tha rapers the following
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morning, sc¢ there must have been press: reporters there. We were

all given refreshments and the boys stood guard all night.

Some time after my marniaaa{,a‘bnut 19ﬂ'?, my husband and I
started a restaurant - an Proinnteach -~ in No, 4 Johnson's Qourt.,
Ue rented the premlises from the Carmelite Fathers. It was'a
rendezvous for &ll the people who were intérested in national
matters. A pipers' band was started there. When my second baby
was born we went to live in Templeogue and cams 'in to the .

restaurant every morning,

Inghin{ na hfireann were the first to introduce Tableaux
relating to Irish History. We showed them in tfla antiant Concert
Rooms in Brunswick Street. Sindad Flanagan (Mre. De ?alara),
Méire Ni Chillin, alice Milligan, Anna Johnson (Eith.na ‘Carbery),
MAire NI Shifbhlaigh, Susan Varian, Helen Laird), Susan Mitchell,
and, I think, Ella Youhg and her 'ad.a'tér May co-operated to make
them a sucecess as d4id all the boys of our eaguaintanes. My sister

Mary was with us too and Dudley B:I.ggea whom she afterwarda (1907)
married in New York. Helena Holom; took minor parts aftarwan-da
"in the plays. Out of these tableaux grew the idea of the Irish
Players. Frank Fay was, I think, the Director, and Willie the
Producer, They decided to prme A.E's “Déirdra“'whiuh‘had only.
Juat been written, and Yeats!' “Kathlaan'11‘.ri "Houlihan" in which

Masbh tock the principal part. ™ These ﬁre' performed in St. Teresa's
Tenmarma Hall in Glarenﬂ.on_ Street and oreated a sensation. To
-present such plays at such a time wag a groat achievement, but
. everybody was g0 @-oﬁarative that it was a labour of love,
a1l this would be around 1903 before certain members, my sister,
Dudley Digges, P.J. Kelly, Cherles Caulfied and Elizsbeth Young
were imwited to the U, S. A, by the Conmittee of the World's Fair hel
in St. Louls in 1904, After that these players who remainsd
Mmaafully produced fl&ya in various places. The rehearsals ton.;t
| Place in 34 Lower Camden Street. Before that year my sister Mary
was asked t0 sct in the "Well of the Saintg" (Synge) but she
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refused as 1t was not, in our view, ‘Urthodox. ®© then the

type of plays produced was on a higher level. - We thought and,
I think, still that this play of Synge could be done without.

After that. Miass Horniman came nlm:g and formed tha Abbey
Theatre, but nur own group - now called the National Playara -
continued to prodﬂma plays in different halls, Molegworth Hall,
the ﬁntiant Concert Rm, Trim, Kells, Glommel, etc. | '
Edward: Hartifn made us.a: present of scenery he possesged which was
& great thing as he thought a lot of it. They produced for the
firat, and I think the only, time, "Rohert.Bumet" by Henry Mangan,
who .1.5_ 8tl1ll I believe on the pay réll of. tha Corporation.

Seén Comnolly who was efterwards killed in' the 'C1ty Hall, took the

- part of Robert Bmmet, and tock it with the higheat hbnoura:.'

The group was compoged of Fiamna Biresnn and Inghini, ingluding
Helena Molony and Haria Perols, The éﬂunteas Markieviez became -
prominent at a-. latb'.r; data. At the time ghe was: organising the
Fianns, 1910 or 1911. I used to give her the key of my place as

' she had meetings and busdiness to transact thera.

$az

I was a member of Cumann na mBan, I was 1iving in Bray
when the Rising broke out. I walked in as far as Rathuines but
could not get through the linée and had to walk back again.

I g0t no mobilisation order and when I asked Miss French-Mullen
why, she sald ghe would not bring me in on asecount of my three
small children, I felt very @isappointed over it as I had gons -
through all the first-aid and @rill training, |

After the Rising I led a quiet 1ife. My husbend died in 1916
and I went t0 America in 1919 and my uhilﬂran followed. I still
eonsider myself a menﬂ:&r of Inghini na hfireann. I have never had
notification that it was disbended. I am of opinion that we did
what we set out to do, whichwaa to educate the younger pecple
nationally, The majority of them took part in the Rising of 1916.
Many of them gave their lives and many went to gml for their

u;ut:l.?itias in the 1ntereat of' their muuntry. 7[& l/’f;i:lerY
)
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