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My father was.connected with the Fenian Rlsing and
was always very anti British in his cutlook and 1ufused into
- me Irish Ireland ideas from my earliest days. My ancestars
.'ariginélly came from the Eﬁrish of Tara, county Meath and T
" believe took part in. the ‘Battle of Tara in '98 and gave
refuge to the men escaping after the dgfeat of the Behelé
there. For this, snmn;-'e of them were transported 1:.0? Van

Diemen's Lan@.

I jnined the Irish Volunteers at some reriod subsequent

to the "Split“ and hefore Easﬁsr 1916.. On JoinlpglI took no

1 ‘

cath. Neither was I asked to sign any ragistratio% forms.
We did not receive membership cards. My brother, éean, took
me into the Volunteers; he was the officer in chargé of the
Dunboyne Volunteers at this time.. Amongst the mﬂﬁgers were
tomy hrnthers;LSaaq and Ned, the two Kﬁating'brothérs; ch£isty
Lynam, Paq&y Mulglly, ﬁimmy Maguire, Owen King an@;%ﬂhars.
I'suBSEquantly jaiﬁe@ the T.R.B. but this was in-lgi?.

We 'had training parades two or three timas'pér;weak-and
some firing'pracﬁice with'.zz.riflas; We had no oﬁher arms
then except a few shot guns. - Larry Mﬁrtagh, who wgs a '
Gaptaln in the Dublin Erigade, came out to Dunbnynauan& gave
us instruction. We did route marches but practically no
fleld training. This was the ncrmal procedure up ﬁo Holy

Week 1916, !
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I hﬂd been %o South ﬁfrica and returned to Ireland at
Christmas 1915. On the boat coming home -there was a Galway .
ﬁan:anﬂ he told me that there was going to ha a R@bellian
in Ireland. When I arrived home an&.ohserved whﬁt ﬁaa_
going on T realised that, there seemed to be truth@in his

statemant.

|
Up to Friday of Hcly Week there’ was no apsaié

activity. On Friday a messagauﬁrrlveﬂ_frﬂm.FEarge to my
prother, Sean, telling him that he would put the plan of
'hperatiﬂna into force on Easter Sunday eveﬁing. !Aé far as
T knaw this plan was tc hold Blanchardstown on ﬁha Duhlin-
Navan ruaﬁ until the Louth anﬂ the other Meath men jolned
us there.” On. Easter Saturday we had special rlfle practice
and the buck shot wnich we had mde pravicusly,was got
ready for issue for the shot guns. 'We had at léaat one
Lee Metford rifte and a couple of "Howth Mausars% and - some
ammunition for same . I do not remember nﬁw hsw?we came by

them but they were ‘there.

- We were instructed to mnhilisa'uﬁ-Easter $u§ﬁay at
our house at Dunboyne - sometime in the afternooﬁ. * This,
however, was cancelled hbwevef'befﬂre it becanﬁ éffective.
'ag Benson had come out from the clty with. McNaill‘

fcountarmanﬂing order and my brother, bean, ‘then travelled
to Tara and Kells to have the men wha had assemhieﬁ there
demobilised also. He did .not gat back until soﬁe time
pefore noon on Monday. Gn Eaater Monday,early in the
'forenoon,a messenger arrived from Dublin looking!for Sean.
I believe this messenger came from Pearse. -He'%as told he’
wee not at home. . He said he would come back later but he
never retufna&, This. was Race Day in Fairyhouae, a short

| Idﬁstance
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distanue away and most of the valunte&rs had gan&.to the
Races. Sean arrived back at the house about midgay on.
Baster Monday. . A man from Maynooth (either Hagﬁ?re or
Colgan, I cannot remember exactly now) called to the house
and met Sean. -Ifwas not present whah he converﬁed with
Sean but whan he was- 1eaving I heard him tell Sean that he
would go back to Maynncth and .get thﬂm mobilised anﬁ that
he would meet us (Dunboyne Volunteers) on -the Ganal Bank

at Leixlip.

We were partly mobilised at tnis‘tima; Tnara wa s
Sean and Ned, the Keating brothers, Ghrist:.r L:,rnam, Hughia
Farrell, Owen King, Madden and some others. We had about
thirteen or fourteen all tﬂl&. We had all 'the . Trms and
.ammunition that was available to us and also scms gﬂlignite*
I bad about 15 rounds for the Lee Metford. . We gtartad to
demolish the Railway Bridge at Dunhnyna_Station,!that is
the bridge which carries the road over the railway, but
thié was stappqd,.I'apn't know why. I remember: that we
started through the village and travelled then ;b
Clonsilla and I understand that when we got there a
me ssage was received thﬁt_wﬂ were to proceed to Leixlip
and join the Maynooth Volunteers there. Ve cam? back to
_ﬁunbayne and from thére we travelled to Leixlip.E This
i

. was-all done by foot march. |

It was late on Monday night when we got to Laixlip
and we waited under ccver on the Canal Bank on ﬁhe
' Mayncnth side for sone cnn51dsrable time but no Nhynnath
men turned up. I heard arterwards that they haﬂ gone
through ét this time. We came back to Dunbnynq again
arriving.thers - at our house - early on Tuesﬁaf morning.
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We all had a good ‘breakfast there. We stayed there that
mcrnlng, the ?nluntears sleeping around ﬁ'lji'WhBI"B tila:,r could
get lying down, In the aarly-faranoun a spec¢ial :troup
train arrived at thé Station wﬁich is ﬁniy about ofne hundred
:.rarﬁia, from our house. This was carrying field gu_!ns and. _
troops from Athlone. The guns were unlcaded off étha train
at the Station, When we 'seeﬁ thls we md our waﬁ'puns in
the garden a'n'd all cancéntr&ted in the house and_];ay ].caw.:

Bowever the military never came near the house. I:than the

train arrived the military enquired if there were f any

rebels around, amd were infomed, no, that they 11.-3.:1 all
marched away the previous evening. Thé fact thait we had
marched through the village the previous evening and had
returneti in the early morning before anyones was aurﬂun:i had
led the people to believe we were going out of the district.
Thisg innldant_, I believe, sa*ved us from all baing caught

in our house by the military then. It wuuld. hajrie been
very uHWisa to have engaged such a sﬁrong force véith our
few men and armament.  The militar:,r With all their guns

moved off towards tha ‘elty in the afternmon. ;

That afterncon Miss Mulally came to tné hnu%e with a
note signed "Captain Off". This was from Gbmma%dant'
Hannigap and stated that-hé proposed to go toﬁar@s the City
through Finglas and to throw out a screen of scc?ts. I
saw that note. We left ourfhcﬁée and juinaﬁ cQﬁmﬁﬂdant-
Haqnigan at the Red Hﬁuée wﬁich is about a mile gerth of.
Dunboyne on the Navan Dublin Rné&.f We arrived %t the Red
Hause_after'dark, .This was on Tuesday. E. |

We were only at the Red House for a short Jhile when

" we l.eft. again. Befcrs 1eaving Gommazﬁ ant Ha.nni'gan

addressed t-ha men and told ’c.hem the:.r were g,oing :into action
fand

|
|
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and that if angonﬂ wanted to leave now was ths tlﬁe 1o
leav§; No one left. We then marched to Tyrellatown
Haﬁse near Blanchardstown. This house was vacénf It
was &aylight whan we got there on wadnesday morning and the
men were tired. ‘e made camp there . I was appminted
ecook. There was a fair supply of food avallable. My
mother and the Mulallys supplied us with bread anh_huttar
and eggs and such things. We also killed a shae@. The re
was, g3 far as 1 can‘IEcullsct be tween 30 and 49 men in

the camp. ~Commandant Hannigan's men had.a gOGd:supply of
arms and ammuni tion. o | i_
A guard was kept on our camp and sScouts outicn the
roaﬁs'continunuSIF. Some stfay Volunteers juin@d us during
the week. A scout was sent to contact Tom ﬁShéEand-the
Fingal Volunteers. I baliEvé it was Gommandantgﬁanﬁigan'a
desire to jéin up.with Ashe. I-also know that Ashe had
sent a man to contact us, but he never diad. This'man
subsequently gave evidence at Ashe's courtmartiai. While
brisoners in Riéhmonﬂ Barracks I spoke to-this mﬁn.anﬁ tried
to persﬁade him not to. give evidence against_boﬁmandant
Ashe, hﬁt he insisted on doing so and I concluded he was a

"Bad One". S !
" |

We remained at Tyrellstown House until laté on the
following Sunday niaht when we left, and moved acrnss
gountry in single file led by the Keating Erothars who knew
the fields and country around. We eventually arrivgﬂ at
iulallys, Dunboyne. We unﬁerstoﬁﬂrby this timé that the
Rebellion was uver¢. We dumped our arms and amﬁuniticn_
there and then went home. Some of the Louth Vpluntaers'
accompanied thé Dunboyne men to their homes a:Funﬁ Dunboyne
We buried the arms and.ammunition. On disband#ng we
understood we were to 'stand to', in case of anhthaf

fmcbfiiaaticn
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mnhilisatiﬁn being ardereﬁ. Sean, Ned, Joe, my bréthsra
and Christy Lynam and mysélf_qll want_back'tolour h@uSE at
'Dunhoyna* This was Monday. After we had S ome fcéd and
‘had fallen aslaep we woke up to find the house surroun&ad by
militqry. We were arreﬁted and brought in a larry to
Ri&hmnhﬁ Barracks, Dublin, and placed in the Gymnaqlumf This
place was full of priscners. I saw thgra De_?aié%a,
Gosgfava, Géannt, culbaft, McBride, Tom Hunﬁar anﬂfmany

. others whom I knew. After sbmﬂ déys in the Gymnaéium'wa
‘were moved to a barrack room. Police and datectl;es were
coﬂ‘hlnuauﬂly movlﬂg amongst the prisoners plcklng Dut the
leaders. ”hp Gymnasium was packed with prlsonerﬁ._ The re
were.na beds - you just lay on the flcor ﬁhan ?Qﬁécguid..
The'anly food supplied was uhaiky t;a and ﬂbg biséuits.-’
Sanitation consisted of buckets placed on the flnEr. - On
removal to the barrack room canditiﬁns were no héfter except
that welgct a blanket each. In this room I saw @bmmandant
Ashs, the Lawlssses of Swords.énd Dr..Hayes. Tﬂa fbod'givan
'|

i
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us was stiil the same.

Aftar 8 faw days here we were paraﬁed on th$ barrack
square and marched via Kilmainham and Kingabridge to the
North ngl and placed in a dirty Cattle Boat dnwh én the

cattle pens. When passing through the city to Ehﬂ baaﬁ,
there was some hostility from seétiona of the péqpla, there
wag also some applﬁuss; Before laaving the Riéhmomi
Barracks we were issued with a tin of Buliy-Bee% and!saﬁe
hard biscuits. Thislﬁas the'nnly food wa.got.én route.
We shipped to Holyhead and from there by train %h Wandsworth
Prison, London. On arriving there we were but:in gingle
cells ﬁith plank beds and only a couple of verf very poor
blanks ts. No mattress was supplied: Food waa very poor
and altmgéther insurficient, We were kept in|solltary
confifiement heing only allawed exercise for twc haif hour

/periods



' periods per day. No intercourse be tween _prisonar's was

~allowed.

| Military police were durﬁ&rﬁérs. This went_? on v_:rhila
: iwas there. The hunger was appalling and it wasfcml:,r
i;hen ﬁnat I really knew what "hunger" meant. Aft{ar a few
weeks I ard some others were reléassd on medical g,r%aun:ia.
We got two shillings and a warrant to Dublin. Frbm Bu:blin
I came home to Dunboyne. Jos, Ned and I were releaseﬂ
togathe:. Even in this short space of tlma I nut.iced. a
..big change had taken place in the outlook of th.e: pecple and h

that they were turning in our favour.
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