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0/C. "B" COY. 4th BATTALION, ]
IRISH VOLUNTEERS, 1916.

1 wee & member of the Gaslic League vwhi¢h I joined In. tha
year 1905. I waﬁ approached by Seamus O'Connor, :in or a}mu;t the
faar 1907, to Join the I.R.E. Ir refused at that time to df'-n 80, A
feow mnntﬁn-. later I was agaln approached, this time by ﬂaannlaa Deskin,
and I then joined and was attached to the Teeling cirula_w;'iich lﬁat
at 41 Parnell Square, Dublin. Later I hecame Centre of t-hé Glarence
Mangan Circle, an offﬁhnﬂt of tha Teellng Circle. Bumﬂtima before
1913 I was Ep-puintad Secretary to the Dublin Centres Boarr.‘ﬂ anﬁ &

~member of the Leinster Council of the I.R.B. Bulmsr Hdbaan wasd at
this time Chairman of the Leinster Council and also Ghair:nan of the
Dublin Centres' Boand. He remaimed Chairmen and I rgmain'aa Secretar
of the Dublin d?nti:-és‘ Board -uﬁ to the Rising in 1916. I: remember

- the following Dublin Centres - Bulmer H&ham, George Lyons, Tom
Hunter, Con Colbert, Frank Gaskin, Sean Murphy, Sesmus. u+'c'om¢r,
P.J. Far;-qll; Peadar 'Iliaamiqy, Sean- Tobin, Seamus Dankg;ﬁ, : Greg.Murphy
@athal Kickhem, Val Jackson, Martin Conlan, Seen Farrelly snd Sean
McDermot & ,. ' I

The man who was responsible for the starting of the volunteers
was Cathal Kickham. He mentioned it several times at thﬂ Dublin
Centres' Board of the I.R.B. but the rest of us did not' take him
gseriously, thinking it was some kinq of a police force he wanted.

.M iaat one night, in zy_aplw to a remark éoﬁaone made atfout not
imnt:l.ng a police force, he said "I don't maan'a police 'Efm:-ca, I mesn
an army'. That made us think and we begsn to discuss tha matter.

I t:lon t remember metlmar we made tha arrangamants at thst maating,

“but it was finally arranged that tha Chairman, Bulmer Hpbann, and
Sesmus O'Conmor should get in touch with ém harmleaa‘:il nationalists
like Boin MacNeill and D.P. Moran on the mttar._anﬂ a'q'la if. it would

. be poseible to form a conmittee to set things going. ]They (Bulmer

. Hobson and Seamus O Gonnnr) were not to mention the I.JR B. or use

tha word republican at all, which at that tima wasp Wraa than
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'communist® at the i:reaunt aay, 1949. Simply to get an armaﬂ force

to back up Home Rule, as the Unionists of tha North had fbrmad

force to oppose it. 4

‘The committes wes formed - B. Hobson and S, O‘Gnnnnr acting as.
our representatives on it to keep us in tuuch, of course unknm to
the others. The result was the meating in the Rutunda in Hwamber,
1913, ' | i

For & lnmg timﬂ before the I.R.B. men 1n Dublin had baan
drilling u:nﬂer Con calhart and otham, of the Fianna E:mem, 80 that
the drill instruectors who were appointed tg the voluntaars: saw that
we knew something about our work and some of us were told.l-!nff to
look after new recruits. At the same time, when in Swmer 1914 1%
was announced that officers would be elected in the nau:paniea, the
‘men of tha I.R.B. were ordered not .to prapnae or vote fnr any other
I.R.B. man unless he had the mnk:lngs of a good officer anﬂ wes.

competent to take command.

_ The fﬁ.rar!: indication I got of an intended rising ﬁag’: early im
1915 when Sean McDermott sddressed the Centres' Board ardl said there
would be a rising with or without German eid.., In Mam‘n} as far as
I can remember, we had a wa::w tense week, Eaamua Gnnmllzr hﬂd
published some very fiery articles in his paper and thréatanﬂd, 80

I was tuld afterwards, to call out the Citizen nrnw and’ the Volunteer
would have to turn aut -then or be disgraced., I was Eecrstar# of tha
Dublin Centres' Board, I.R.B. and whan.I left aehonl aach day I
seemed to have lived on my h:l.cyele aarrying maaaagea ami summoning -
meetings of the Centres' Board, Finally, on the Fr:’g.day, Lt. Harry
Hichal;a called. to ma at the school with a maasagﬁ'.fmﬁl Comd t. Kent
to 'atta\m a meeting of officers of the 4th Bn. at his hﬂm:a that night
at 9 o'clock. No other mﬂetiné I might have was ta—ﬁé allowed to
interfere with this order. When Comdt. Kent opened tha door to me
af. O pem. I said "Well, God atrafe Seamus Connolly foz- all the

~ trouble he has givan me this mak“ "Oh" said he “dnn t say a word
about that. The whole. thing has been aettled now, and I have got

all the men here and I don' t know what to say to them". He
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discussed some formal ﬁat_tnli‘bn business and reed the words :: of a
song he had composed "Ireland over all" and let us go. Only myself
and Con Colbert and one or two others knew what had h:appenad and
they wera wa:ﬂering why such an urgant order had been 1aauqﬁ1 about
nrﬂimr:t.r business. It appeared Pearse had met Connolly anci h&ﬂ
pramiaad that the Volunteers would turn out definitely on Eas ter
Sundsay. _ L

When the ﬁ:l_.unte&ra were startaﬁr I becemé attached to;! ,J-B/Gay.J
4th Bm. which ﬁriliad at ﬁinmaga. Shen officers were alet.:_fteﬂ I
beceme 0/C. of the Coy. BEamon Ceannt beceme Bn. 0/C. when the 4th
Battn. was formed. The Redmond eplit hit B/Gw. vory haﬂly. I had
wall over 100 man, about 130, and the split left me with about 50,
Bu I only had 3 section commanders - Dunal 0! Hannigan, ’H.P.Garnigan
end Phil Cosgrave. Abouk a week before Easter Donal O'Hannigan
told me that Sean McDermott wanted him to go to the cuunt'rsr. I
reminded him that we had got orders from the anpram Gauneil of the
I,R.B. that all I.R.B. men must obey the nrdera of thair Volunteer
Dfﬁcar only and Itnld him to remain in town. The fal:l.nwing Tueaday
night, B/Company's ﬂrill night, he did not turn up and aent me word
he hed- to go to the cmm nnﬂ if I callad on Sean Mcﬂarmott he
-would axpla:l.m. Fhil Cosgrave had been appointed Daput:g B, Q. e
end 2nd Lt. W, Cosgrave had been teken as A.D.C. by Comdt. Kent.

Some weeks Before Baster the 4th Bm. had maﬁuauvraqi. Rach Coy.
received its orders and that was practically all it knew. B/Coy.
was told to hold the back gate of the B.D.U. ‘b‘a hold dp 5Ian enemy
coming from the 8.C.Rd. The men were to be deployed _aiang the road
on each side of the gate. .There was mo post mortem on '_!Iihﬂﬂa.
manoeuvres as we gammlly haﬂ;. so I don't know much a‘b;:ut the
positions of tha ot.har cmanﬁen. This, apparently, wa'a H:ls ﬁlan
for Baster M-nnﬂax, ‘but as I had only six men instead. o.f;‘ 50, we had
~ %o do the best we could. I |
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The first definite news I gut of the E:I.aing was a;t a Dublin
Centres' meeting on the pravious Thursdey at which Hobznn praaiﬂeﬂ.

?
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Tae Bray Centre reported he had been instructed by ratz-ick' Pearse, -
some time pruviaualy, to be mnﬂy to cut the talazgraphic éabiLa when
he would gat word and he had got wnr& that the rollﬂwimg Egster
Sunday waes the day. - The mews:. came like a bmﬂaahall to a:l.!:L present,

- except, apparently, Tom Hunter and Con Colbert. Hobson na:!;d he would
see sbout it. He did mot disouss 1t at the me eting. 'ﬂmlm the
meeting wes over I went to Kimmage to sound amy Company ;IJ/GE. who:

© might be there. My first Lt., Sesnus Kemmy, was there end I told
him.  He wes Bn.Q.M. at the tims. Wnen I reached home at 12 mid~
night, I found Sean Tobin's brother waiting for me. Hej had been
waiting for en hour. I mnt with him: to Sean'a house a‘ﬁ f‘nunﬂ I
had to write and deliver noticea for a maating of the Gentras' Board
at 12 noon the following ﬁay, Friday. With the help er Sean anﬂ hia
Brother I gat them written and three: of us, Sean's brather, annthar
man and myself, went off to d_alivar them on .our biaxal_,ear. I ended
up at 6 a.m. the following morning at Con Colbert's wfm lived a few
doors from me. The business of the maet:l.ng was mt; stataﬂ, but it
was av:l.ﬁantly an attempt to atap operations. When wq met at 12 noan
Bulmer Hobson informed us that there would be no bqsinesa-, but aaa;h
was to Carry out eny instructions he received reg&rﬁiﬁg Baster .
Sunday. I want to see Section Conmander Gorrigan an.d told him how
things stoed. He was the only officer left to me, aa I will axpa.ain
later. I canmnot recall where the meeting was hﬂlc‘ﬁ, thm:gh I
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In the aftamnm I suggeeted to Lt. Gérrigam fua I may call him
how) that we shnulﬂ go and see the Chief of Etaff,JEcﬂ.n MacNeill.

remembier it was not & usual place.

Outu.iﬂa the Toluntenr Office we met Sean Tobin whu told us that

.. everything was settled, Ha also told us that Hnbnm was golng to be
placed in arrest and that MacKeill had been takan 1111;0 the I.R.B.
The Rising was to take place: on the Sunday and thp Germans were to
land in Itwn places - Kerry and Eulm.- He added I;':that Eoin MecNeill -
had been teken into the I.R.B. the previous da.:.r.'

On Saturdey I saw tha Coy. Q.M,, Baan n‘shwgmaar, and told
him t.a distribute the emergency rations to tha nompan@'.
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We did mothing more until Eﬁndhr morning. The paradaj was to

take place: in the afterncom, and, aebout 1l a.m., an umrly ,La-l']lﬂﬂi o
me with a letter from the Chief of Staff which I was to ranI and hand
back. The letier was an order to all officers not to turn gut as the
parade was off, I went to see Comdt. Eant about it anﬂfnu.nd ﬁoma.
nthar officers there on the same errand. He confirmed the Jrar'rdur- of
the Ghief of 8taff, told us avar:,rthing was off, but the :uen were to
atand hy until 6 pems I carried out .this order. ' .

On Monday mnrning, ahnut 9 o e. Martin ﬂ‘?laherw hreught me an-
order from Comdt. Kent to tur?, out at Kimage at 10 o'c. I sent
Martin with an nrdar to Sec. Gumﬁr. Gorrigan to mobilise h.:l.s section
end gave him the names and aﬂdrasaﬂn of the men in the other two
Baotim telling him to use qm’ men ha wanted tn hava tham mobilised.
Most of them had gnna out axpacting neth:l.ng to happen anﬂ only twelve
turned up at K:I.mmaga. (I found afterwards. that with the amaptiun of
two m:- three, al:l the men turned out, but linked up with whatavar _
nam_;;any they ‘met}. We marched off from Kimmage about 12 o'c. to tha
South Dublin Union. At the back gate of the S.D.U. iComdt. Kent said
hai-wpu'.'l_.d teke Lit. Cosgrave and six of my msﬁ, leaving ma{ '.with' the
other six. Three: men fnum other companies came to me latar s0 I had
nine men. Comdt. Kent told me to take up a position in tha huts
inside the gate and barricede the windowa. After some ;ima the
British soldiers appeared and started to scale the walljaruunﬂ the
§.D.U. and our men picked off a few of them. We found ths huts mere
matchboxes withnut any cover from fire, being made of thin won&.

Later we tried to Join Comdt. Kent in the main: Emilding, but found
Wwe were cut off in that direction and one of the men, Paddy Morrissey
was wounded. We had %o go back to the huts. We mow occupied a back
room in the hut we were in, but the British had _clnaaa_‘]: in on us end
in the evening were pouring volleys into the hut. On¢ man just
beside me, John Traynor, got a bullet through his ayu.é I sew we
enuld hold out no langer and asked the men muld I an;-mnﬂar- They '
agraaﬂi anﬂ I ﬁiﬂ, aa.

. 81igned:

B 9 Date: __R=_po 4 .

Witness: /w/f-‘u"“‘“" M ' BURG STAIRE M:LEnTA 1913 21
. _ NO. W. S-.-::;-_ra;i', 65




