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47, Harolds Cross Road, Dublin.,.

"Cc" Company, lst Battalian,
1916.

I joilned the Irish Volunteers about March 1915. I
was about 16 years of age at the time. - I was e-mplc:yed in
Becker Brothers, Tea Merchants, Dublin, andi was attached to
"C" Company which drilled at 41 I;“éurmll Square, Forrestersa'
Hall. Cap tain Judge was 0.C. of the Company at that time.
The other officers of the Company were ;- Lieutenant Joe
Magennis, Lieutenant S:r’-é'a”;l Dc-:l'an, Lieutenant Tom Allen,
Lieutenant Denny Begley. Later Frank _Fah;-r became 0.,C, of
the Company and remained 0.C. until after 1916. Lieutenant
Sean Dolan died before 1916. '

After the Msplit" the majority of the Company stayed
with the Irish Volunteers. We drilled in tke hall am hJs;d
firing practice at Croydon Park on Saturdays with .22
ammunition. I r&mémbﬂr being on Battalion Manoeuvres in °
the Finglas aml Swords areas and also in the Rathfarnham

area. I plag'ad'-:}aelic Foo'tball with Laurence 0'Tooles'.

Beyond strong rumours of something going to happen I
knew nothing definite about Easter Week.

About the Saturday before Palm Sunday I got
instructions from the Company mobilliser to have mjr section
mobilised on Easter Sunday at 12 o'clock at 41, Parnell

Square.

On Sunday morning I visited J.J. Walsh's place at
Blessington Street and I was informed by him that all
mobillsation was off.
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On Monday morning I was again in J.J. Walsh's shop
about 10.30.  He asked me was I not going out. I said
"Where?" and he said "Did you not get any further ordersi™

T succeeded in mobilising four out of my sectlon -and

proceeded towards Blackhall Street when I met Commandant
Daly marching up North Brunswick Street. On his

instructions I proceeded to the Headquarters of my

‘Company at the Four Courts.

‘When I arrived at the Four Courts I found about 30
men undsr the command ° of Captain Frank Fahy lined up at
Hammond Lane and fauiné-, the Cour Courts. He then gave
us our instructions to take the Four Courts. We went
immediately around to the gate in Chancery Street but daid
not succeed in foreing it. We then went around to _
Chancery Flace. Thare-wés a policeman inslids the gat.a.'

We asked him to open the gate and he refused. We asked
him to hand out the keys and he also refused. I threatened

him with & revolver and he then handed 01_11t the key. We

entered and made him a pri=soner. We searched the place
to see if anyope was: in 1t and we collent-éd any police .
that were there and put them into the central hall.

We went up to the second floor on the south-east corner of

‘the Four Courts and we barricaded the windows on the

second floor with books and tables. Having spent about
a half hour at this work I came down accompanied by about
five men. ﬁo the '.teilagrz;ph.. of fice outside the gate in
Chancery Flace. We erected a barricade inside the iron
gate. We were not long there when we got word from those
we had left that there were soldiers approaching along
Ormond Quay. We opened up the side gate at Chancery
Place and the six of 1;':.5 went ﬁp to the cormer of -Dmnnﬂ
Quﬁy and Chancery Place. We allowed them to pass within
/50
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50 yafds of us. . There were two horse-drewn lorries in it
ﬁiﬁh a heavy escort of Lancers on each 3zide. We
opened fire first. At the first shot the Lancers got
nr&a:;s to uhar_ga and they made a Gﬂvalrr.charge. Soms
fell off the horses and more fell wounded. Those who
remained turned into Charles Street with the two lorry
loads of ammunition. We captured three of the Lancers at
the corner end took them back into the Four Courts. It
was discovered that our pnét would have been nf little use

so we were removed to a point overlooking Hammond Lane on

the third st.m:-a'y apd there I barricaded a window assisted

by Lisutensnt Tommy Allen and another man whose name I
cannot recolleot., The ba;-:-_ieada was prautiaa.'!.ny completed
in that room when a burst of mﬁnhim-gun fire came from
some where in Smithfield and Tommy Allen fell. He died
about four hours later. As the post was too exposed we
were withdrawn from 1t as soon as Lieutenant Allen was

talmn' away. I think it was Father Augustine who came in

40 attend Lisutenant Allen and he had to crawl in and

when going be had also to crawl.

aggtern

After that we were withdrewn to a post at the/corner
Hand's Shop.

"‘of Church Street and the Quays,/ Some time in the middle

of the day a Company from Chapelizod cams in and thlajr
were posted in the same place with us. .- While we wers at
that post a car came along which we called on to halt.
The chauffeur refused.to do s8¢ and wa-s fired on. Tha
chauffeur was wounled in the hand and the car stopped.

In addition to the chauffeur there were two officers in

the car. A group of us approached the car and took the

chauffeur and the two of ficers prisonsrs. One of these

officers was Lord Dunsany. They were taken infto the

Four Courts. We had a barricade right across the bottom

of Church Street and the following day, Tuesday, we put
| /up
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up another one f:mm trh:.?’gggmr of Church Street to the
Quays. There was some sniping golng on at this post
during the day and we could not locate the source from
which it came. We relieved each other at the barxricades
and rested over Hand's shop. - During Munﬁqr night we left
about six men on the tarricade at the bottom of Church

Street.

" An ineident occurred but I do not know whether it took
place on Monﬂay or Tuesday, that is the burning of a public:
hau.aa at the corner of Bridgefoot Street on the 8.

MWMMMA M’.ﬂvﬁ 4 A
I was one of those who threw in home-made hand grenades,

eto. The re waa a clothing factury next dowr. We had

" obgserved civilians passing in with parcels. We beld e

conference at which we arrived at the conclusion that
"eivilians™ were mi.li_tar:; dressed up as civilians,
hence it was declded to blow up the I:{uhlicﬁouaa in order to
get rid of them.  We set fire to it. The Fire Brigade
came- along eventually but at that stage it was practically

burned out.

After Tom AlYen had been taken away we were badly in
need of st_ﬁtshera and it was decided to make homa-made
ones with poles and bits of straps. When Mick Lennon had
completed one stretcher he decided he would go out and
relieve some memtar at the barricade Btrll'& halwas only a
shart time out when he was wounded in/abdomen and was taken
away on his own stretcher. Tha t+ was on Tuesday. The
next person who was wounded the samér day at the same
barricade was JaaIBrﬂhazo.n. We were trying to find out
where that sniping was coming from as apparently it was
when the Volunteers were lying on the ir sides they got hit.
1t took us about two days to locate the snip;r. He was at
the corner uf Cook Street and Bridgefoot Street. He was

| /firing
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fif;lng down Bridgefoot Street and at our harricad.ﬁ;.
He would just get his head around the corner ami let go
and wlhen we did finally sight him we waited for hours
and hours until we g.n-i; sufficient of him in view when we
put him out of action. I do not know whether e was
wounded or killed. I remained in that post until Friday

when some of us were transferrsd to reinforce Sergeant

.Mark Wilson in theBridewell,- I was with that crowd.

About Wed_n.esd;s.g,I think, there was a heavy gun which
the British Military at first tried to place at the cormer
of Exchange Street and Wood Quay but this was found
impossible owing tu:"cguncar:trat»eﬂ fire. Th;n they got the
gun into position at the cormer of Parliament Street and
the Quays at the ﬁraaent Lever Brothers and what was then
Port Sunlight. - Thﬁj; were some consid erable time trying to
get it into position there. Eve.ntuglly they succae.dad. and
opened up fire on the Four Courts. They hit the south-
west corner vqith_é couple of shells which wrecked the room
and the outpost had to be evacuated. They only shelled
it for one day using.only three shells. For some unknown

reason they stopped shelling the Four Courts that week.

On Thursﬁay night at a late hour a Volunteer was called
on to carry a diaspatch to dmmanda:lt Edward Daly to the
Father Matthew Hall, Church Street, which was his Head-

‘quarters. I volunteered to carry the dispateh and I was

given a password which would enable me to pass through two
of our own barricades; one was at the junction of Mary's
Lane in Church Street; the other was at Church Street Roman
Catholic Church. When T got to tke first barricade I was
called on to halt and gave the wrong p&sswurd. The sentry
on the barricade h&ving approached me and taken charge of
me certified me as alright, I was given another password but
when I ént to the next barricade the same thing happened -
/I
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I gave the wrong password. The sentry again ﬁl-anad me
under arrest until I was agaln ldentified. It was
discovered at the secopd barricade that the password which
I bhad used at the first barricade was that which I should
have uséd at the second barricade. There was some s].ip-_-.
up.- I dellvered the déspatch to Commanmiant Daly -in the
Father Matthew Hall: he 100&6 very tired and worn out;
his uniform was white wit.h uiust and it was torn. I do
not know who sent me with the dfspatch. 1In the Father
Matthew Hall there was a small hall known as St. Brigid's
Hall where there was a -number of wounded Volunteers being
attended by the Cumann pa mBan. After delivering the
despatch I returned to *my post. I do not J:npw what the
dBspatch contained. That was Thursday.

On Frida:,' I was sent along with other membsrs of the
post at Ghurch Street to reinforce the garrison at the
Eridewell who were unier the charge of Sergeant Mark
Wilson. As the Brit ish Military had gone into North

King Street and were trying to advanece on the Four Courts

from that angle this action was to prevent them. The
British 4id not succeed. We held them thre up to tie
time of the surrender. The British Military were trying
to advance down through Beresford Street through North
King Street. I remained in the Bridewell until Saturday
e?eﬁng.gﬂ—i gtspat% was sent over to us=by Sergeant
Wilson whca tuld us of the surrender but the members of
the garrison refused to surrender. A sacami déspatch was
aenj; over to us to the effect that there was no use
holding out. This second d#spatch was from Frank Fahy

and informed us that all the other garrisons had

‘surrendered. Then wa"st.artad to destroy our equipment.

We were s8till in the Bridewell. Frank Fahy sent word
| /that
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that any man who could make hls escape who was not in

unif orm could do so. This was still Saturday. The time
‘seemed very short tr}ing to destﬁy our equipment in the
Briﬁﬁwlall and then we came out on the street and there was
a barricade right across at the corner of the Bridewsll
and Creek Street. It was on our side and it ran between -
the Bridewell and ths Four Courts. Two of us - I think
the other was McDon&gﬁ - went out on the étraet to observs
if there was any chance of escaping and we noticed the
British Military coming into Chancery P]iacm They had
fixed bayonets .anl:'l they were aar.;nmpa ﬁiad by one of the
Church Street priests, I presume Father Eg_‘gu-s‘;-tina,wh.c; was
‘holding a Crucifix aloft. We returmed to the Bridewell
and informed the other members of the garrison, and we
remainsd tharal for some time. When we came out on the
street agaln we noticed the Four Courts garrison handing
rifles out through the gate. ﬁt.. that moment we crossed -
the barricade which was, presumably, 50 yards away from
the Briti sh Military and went in the directlion of East
Arran Street. On our way we mt @ boy from whom we

- enquired as to the positions the British military had talen
up. He told us that ti:ara was no chance of our gat._t;ing |
away, that they had the whole place surrounded. This boy
took us to a house in East Arran Street where he got us

. Tﬂh‘ Ty
put up for the night. His name was E'Krugax)" Fagan who

[
.later played for the Shamrock Rovers Foatball Team. He
is now the Manager of the Labour Exchange in Werburgh

Street.

Dﬁ Sunday morn?.ng I came out on the street [East
Arran Street and pecple were trying to identify dead
bodie s that were placed in the Dalsy Market. Just at
that moment a lady nemed Miss Fanny Tremble,whom I ;l.a-:i.
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known for a number of years and who was keeping company
with a British soldier garrisoned in one of the City
barracks, approached and apq-ka to m and I had to admit
what had happened to me. She offered to help me and told
me. that her boy friend was on one of the barricades in
Mary's Lane. Thereupon she contacted him and he aéraeﬂ
that he would let me through but added that I might not
get through the other barricade sntering Capel Slt.raat.,
I succeeded in getting through the other barricade
probably because they saw me ge tting ;ﬁrnugﬁ the first one.
I got into Capel Street and was then like alr&t in a trap.
There was a crowd of éapturad. Volunteers 1n Capel Street
lined outside the Trades Hall amd I went in that direction
and was_l.put standing in the line by a Etrit-ish soldier.
I had my back to the Trades Hall. With my hand I felt a
door unlocked behind me axd I told some of my comrades
that I was golng to chance stepping back into it. They
agsked me not to do this as my chances of escape were very
remote. I took the chance and‘ succeedéd. When I was
inaide the door for about three-guarters of an hour I heard
some voices and tramping of feet and .nn looking out I
noticed that the men who had been lined up were moving
off in the direction of Parnell Street under military
escort. When they were out of sight I came out into
Capel Street again and proceeded in the direction of Capel
Street Bri@ge .as I saw there was no chance of my escape f
in the other direction. I went &01:1 Capel Street apd when
I got some distance down I saw two British Staff officers
sitting at a table on the footpath at the cormxr of Mary's
Abbey 1anﬂ I thought there waé nothing else to do but to
keep on walking it belng huﬁ}aas to turn back. When I

' ' | /8ot



got near them I was called on to halt by a sentry and
taken to the two staff of ficers for interrogation. They
asked what._I_ was.doing and where I had been and I
answered that I bad been down feeding horses as I was an
employee of O'Hanlon's of the Fish Market. They politely
told me that I _-:muld go back to whare I had besn for the
remainder of the week and that they would get me when
they wanted me. At this time I was wearing a rubber
coat which was blood-stained which I had not noticed
beforse. On being told that.I could return to where I
had been I crossed to Abbey Street,where there was a
military barricade, as I had some friends in Ahﬁay'
Street. This was Mrs. Ring, 147 Upper Ahbgy Street
whose . son-in-law was serving with the British Forces in
France. The military did not question me at the
barricade on seeing that I had been allowed through by
the staff officers. . I remained in that house for two
days and during mw'star there T noticed that my other
comrade was in the house uppusiﬁe which was his homs.

On my third day there a message was sent that the
nilitary know there was a "rebol" in the house and that
1t would be advisable that I should leave that area. I
had scarcely taken my'ﬂepartura when the military ralded
the house. Finding my coat which I had left behind and
which bore my name in indelible ink they tore up the
floors and searched the roof-tops. I just mﬁda my ge£~a~’
way in time. From there I went to a man named Mr.
W;}liam.coleton of Temple Street whose brotheyr was also
employed at the G.P.0. and now lives at Marino, and they
put me up for & considerable times. From there I made my
way to Mrs. Murtagh's, 31 Lower chggg?t’ The y were ?

. friends of mine; from there I went to 66, Botanic d and
Avenve

. from there to Mrs. Lally, 14, St. James's ﬁi;;i,ﬂloniifxu'

Road, who 13 my sister.

/1
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I evaded arrest all the time. I arrived home about
three weeks later to 46 Mountjoy Street. The Munster

Hotel was three doors away from me and Joe Brabazon

lived two doors away: he had already been wounded in

 Church Street. I was only a few hours in the house when

the military and police arrived on ocne of Guinnesses
lorries accompanied by some plain-clothes and uniformed
policemen. They commenced to surround the place and
raided the Munster Hotel; I was about to attempt
escaping over the back-yard wall when my father stopped
me saying that the military were outside the wall and to
remain., After about an hour the military drove away
without raiding any of the othe'r houses. Following this
for about three months my life was prectically that of

a ha'mit. Then I decided to apply 1.r.l~ person for my job
to Hlssm-ax. Brittains, Motor Engina'srs and Haulage
Contractors. During an interview by Mr. Biittain,
Menaging Director,he left me in the pretence of going to
his office and I observed that he was 'phanin-g the police
as he suspected me of taking the cars - about 20 in
numbe r* - out of the garage and han;iing over the Keys pf
petrol tanks. I left there and I did not get my Jjob
back. | |

(Signed) n%ww gﬂ;’d/{j‘
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