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At the time of the formation of the Irish Volunteers I wsase

%mplnyad in England as a Civil Servant. I was, however, kept fairly
gplm.inrormad as to the progress uf'a?enté by my brother, Patrick, Mo
ﬁFth by letter and by the pnatiné'of weekly Irish papers such as

A@ Claimeamh Soluis, FNationalist, The Leader, etc.

1 .
During the year 1915 the British Parliement passed an Act to

p%oviﬁ& for compulsory military éenvica of all males within certain
age limits. The Act applied to Ireland as well, but it became &
déaﬂ létter ineofer as Ireland was concerned. Up to the time of the
passing of the Act the procedure followsd in the Civil Service for
péraons wiahing to join the British forces required the written
pérmiﬂaicn:nf the head of the department before attestation. In
oﬁly a limited rmumber of cases was permission granted hecausg of
ﬁ%e shortage of trained staff. At this time there were practically
no women employed in the service, even the shorthend typist posts
w%re filled by men. At a later stage women were recruited in large
nﬁmbars-to release men for service in the forces. The Conscription:
Act, as it was called, provided first for the registration of all
pefsanﬂ resident in the country. This was done by means of a form
da?igﬁad for the purpose and handed to éach householder hy'a police-"
meh who later collected the completed form. There was practically
nn chance of evading registration for those 11?1ng in digs.
Fo}lnwing registration, all males between certain ages were required
toiattast at the nﬂarest recrul ting offices upon which they were
hanﬁed a khaki armlet to be worn on the left arm as e¥idence of
attestatiun. The principal purpcse served by the mrmlet was ths
awuidance of annayanca which was common at the time on account of
_thanpractlcﬂ which prevailad of presenting young msn of military
agﬁ1and not in uniform with a white feather. This was done in
praptically all csseslby women who frequented football. matches,

thaétras, etc. where thelr activities had greatest effect, The
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, atiestation escheme was in charge of Lord Derby and was known as
the Derby Scheme, '

[RFEREIL - e S R

"Towarde ‘the Autumn of 1915 the British Treasury issued a

circular directing ﬁhat'pEnniasibn to enlist was no longer to be

i e

refused to any Civil Servants who wished to aﬁtﬂst under the Derby
Scheme and that arrangements would be made for the repﬁacamﬂnt of

. those who were aventuq}ly releaged for gervice in- the forces, The
) circular 1n$trué£eﬂ that the Divieionel Officer should summon a

; meeting of all members of the staff and explain the terms of the
cir¢ular to them. _ﬁhen notification of the maexing'was given and

: the terms of the circular 3vaeileble the five Irishmen serving im
the West Midlands Divisional Office (Birmingham} held a meeting

, to decide ‘their attitude to the question of attestation, The

@deciaion arrived at was to refrain from meking application for

permiaaioﬁ to enlist and to walk out of ‘the Boardroom at a pre~
arranged time during the meeting.

L Rt ¥}

: The day of the meeting duly arrivaﬂ and the Divisionsl
ﬂnfficar, e Mr. J.J. Homer, presided. He was acecompenied on the
Eplatfarm by a Captein of the Werwickshire Regiment who carried a
gcnpy of the Bible in his hend. The Divisional Officer in a short’
:ﬁpaaah explained the circular gnd added that mo ccmpulsinnxwas
?Bing employed. Every officer was free to attest now if he so
?ﬁairad; by doing 8o -he would avoid the compulsory clauses of the

Apt which would be enforced later. For the sake of con#enienca

:'an Army officer wae attemdance to sdminister the oath.

b

- My Irish colleagues had refrained from making in advance
their formal written spplication for permission to enlist. This,
of course, had been noted, and the Divieional Officer pointed out
fhat this could still be done at once, again emphasising the fact
%hat any officer who did not wish fo avail of the Berpy'?oluntary
échﬂme was free to leave the room. Although I was by far the

jhungest of tha Irishmen present

4

I was the only one to leave the

room. I at once.-sai down at my desk and wrote out my resignation
from the service. |
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I would like here o pay a tribute to the conduct of my
Engliah colleagues of that time. Without exception, their conduct

e e

.was all that could be desired in the circumstances. The Divisional
hfficer sent for me the followlng dsy.end a long 1nterview,.1asting
;vﬁr an hour, snsued. He was accompanied by the assistant |
biviﬂianal Officer and enother senior officer, a Quakar,
?he, as events proved, was brought in fcr.a special purpose. The
?iviaiunal Officer- opened the discussion by advising me in a
frienﬂly way not to be such a young fool. ﬁﬂ actually tore up the
-%ntica tendering my rasignatinnﬁanﬂ said that if I felt I would be
éuhjacteﬂ to any snrioyance in a large office he would arrange for
m& trahsfer to & small Lebour EBxchange st Lesmington at which there
wﬁulﬂ be only myself and the officer in charge who, he explained,
wae @ co-religionist. All that was necessary was that I should
aﬁtést. He could not give me any guaraﬁtaa in.writing, but he would
give me his word that I would not be released for service in the
forcea. He told me that when five Irishmen were allocatad to ham
hﬁ hed made the strongest possible protest against accepting them.
Nn% he was prepared 1o make the atronéeat poasible protest against
losing a single one of them. The Asest., Divisional Officer then took
a Hend and pointed out that if I wished to avoid service in the Army
thé best place to do that was at a Government desk. In reply to hir
I éoint&ﬁ out that the whole question with me was one of principle
andithere was no point in having principles at all if one did not
act. up to them. The Quaker then explained his religious belief to
me a%nﬁ satd that he had the same difficulty in regesrd to the
queﬁtinh of principle, but on the grnunﬂa that he would not actually
be called upon to fight, he was able to recancile his wviews on the
queqtion. At this stage the Assi. Div. foicer inguired what I
prnﬁﬁaeﬂ to do if my resignation were accepted. In reply I told him
thatLI pinpaﬂad returning to my home in Dublin whereupon he pointed
out that I would be cpught by conscription egually so in Dublin, to
wh1¢£ my reply was that I would have a chance of fighting .against it
in Déblin. This reply caused great smusement. Following the inter-

view I re-wrote my mesignation which was aegopted this time without
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icnmment end I Ieft the service on the last day of January 1916.
fﬂn the dey of my departure practically every member of the staffl
Fhook hands with me end wished me well. I am glad to say that in

%uﬂnw.aaaa I felt that their wishes were genuine. Later I had a
}attar'fron one of them advising me that the police had been tu_tha
bffiua for the purpose of obteining my home address in Dublin, Late:
still, a visit was paid by the Dublin police. who informed my parante
thay hed an English warrant for my arreast for evading canscriptiun,
The policeman smiled when my mother told him thet she hed not the
fﬁinﬁeai idea of my whereabouts. After a couple of such visits

ﬁh& police gave up.

) On my return tn Dublin I joined ths Iriah vnlunteara, Q/Gay.
4th Batin. with haﬁﬂquarters at Eimmagﬁ Mill. in which Coy. mw two
brothera, Patrick and Danis, were already- servinga Af ter aoma weeke
pg training I was given an Italian cerbine (Martini) whioh-latag was
raplaceﬁ by a Howth Mauser. My Coy. Capiain was Tom McCarthy, end
mw Batin. Comdt. Eamun.caannt. .I saw the latter for the firﬂt time
at a Battn. exercise: whinh took place early in 1916 at which the
Wh?la hattqlicn pareded with full kit, field kitchens, 'etc. and 12
hnﬁrﬁ' rations, and marched to Glendhu in the Dublin mpunteins. Hher

]

we "arrived there the Glen was covered with several inches of snow

mﬂﬁing oporations somewhat difficult.

" During the following monthe the Coy. took part in night

cperations in the fields at Crumlin adjacent to Kimmage Mills. A
couple of weeks before Easter the Coy. reided the British military

" training ground at Norith Crumlin and eaptured a large quantity of
r y a

pandbage. The operation was cerried out under cover of darknméss and

the British were not aware of the raid until next day. ..
1

|The firet real inkling of the Rising wes given to the ramk and
file;of the Company towards the end of Holy Week when, at & compeny
paraée, we were edvieed by the 0/C.. to éo-to confession. Practically
the whcle company in a bedy attanﬂeﬁ at Mount Argue immedistely

after the dismiss for this purpose.

¥
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', The mobilisation order for Easter Sundsy morning stated that

full kit, amme, ammunition and 12 hours' rations were to be carried,

E,'m the way to early Mass that morning I met Vol. Peter Ward who
informed me that the Rising was off. This was confirmed by the
nr'l.otic.a in the "Sunday Independent" which I purchased a few moments
a::ftamrds. On Easter NMonday morning I wae on my way to Amiens St.
Rlailwa.? Station to meet a Triend arriving on an earlﬁr train when I
a;}:cidentallx met Mr. J.S. O'Connor who inquired from me whether I
:r'l.zld received a mobilisation notice: for that morning and, on my
replvin._, thet I had not, he advised me to return to my company area
atrl once, I did so and then laarmd that tha company had alresdy
‘QEi'en mobilised for Emerasld Square, Dolphins Barn. I immediately
gc;.t my rifle smmunition and eyuipment end, slthough I was about am
ho%:r late, I am glad to say I reached the mobilisation point_ba?m:a
thé batﬁal:l.-an moved: off., The battalion: maruhleﬁ from Emerald équarss
Bht';:r{:lar after 11 s.m. and proceeded down Cork St. to Karrowbone Lane
At ':Heasrs; Wm, Jameson's Dis.tiliemr, Marrowbone Lane, a short halt
enﬁ;uad while &/Cay. took up position in the distillery buildings.
F/G'Fry. had alresdy marched down Cork St. to take up position in -

Eas%ra.. Watkins, Jameson & Pim's Brewery at the junc tion of Cork St.

-axﬂ:falrdse: St. The remainder of the Battallion proceeded via Robert

Bt.; Grand Canal Basim, Jemes's 8t. to the South Dublin Unior which
was }nemieﬁ by Companies B, D and Ee C/Coy. proceeded down

Gt-on%w&li'*a Querters to Bow Bridge: and occupled Roe's Distillery. I
was ',pla::eﬂ on outpost duty on Bow Bridge Iwhilat a detachment was 1
harﬁeaﬂing the bridge. While on thie duty I was plainly visible to

t

the sentry on duty at the Royal ﬁnapital Hgrs. of the British Forces
in I:E-alanﬂ. This man did not Ba:am to take the slightest interest fin
the éant that an armed man was within aaﬂy range and I had to assume
that tha activlty on the Bridge was not visible to him, otherwise I
ﬂm‘t’t suppose I would have ramair:tad long at my post. However, as
800N ?,ﬂ the berricade: on the hrid{ge was completed I was recseslled and
tnaﬁ up my position within the ]:'Jiﬂtiller:;r. Very shortly after the
sound ‘of firing on our left flank told us that the Rising had

startad and that our comrades in the South Dublinp Union were in sctic

L
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:_Dur signallers tried to make contact with the U$iéh éarrisnn, but
ifailed to do so. In fact, I believe thpt we did not succeed in
imaking contect with thies garrison el . any time during the week.
iln the mﬂantima-ﬂfboy. had come under fire from the Royal Hospital.
THaawy rifle and machine gun fire: continued for some howurs, but as
itha enaeny was not visible, we replied very sparingly in order to
icnnaerve our limited supplies of ammunifiﬂnm AGtuaily we: had only
‘what each man carried on hie person, the battalion reserve being In
Eha S.D. Uniom. No cesualties occurred in our force at Roe's, but
ﬁuring'ihe day we could see the dead body of Vol. John Owens lying
on the slope of the hill in the Unhion grounds. Towards evening the
%iring_ceased, but ﬁe could still hear distant rifle and machine
gun fire as other garrisons cnntiﬁued the fight. Nothing worthy of
ﬂate uncurrad.during the night, but on the following morning the
dyc; ordered a working party t6 braaﬁ:é pasgage from the Distillery
c?llara to the basement of the house next doors Very little
a?tivity occurred on Tuesday. Theres was some desultory riﬁle firin
during the early afternoon and later an uneasy quiet seemed to
Eéttle over the Distillery building. It was then discovered that
tﬂa section manning the top floor was the only section left in the
bﬁilding. For some reason that has never been explained saetisfact-
orjly the buiiding had been evacuated earlier without any notifices
ti;n to the section holding the top of the building. There was no
aféicen 16ft to take charge and an inform“Sonference: was held at
which it was decided to evacuate and maka contact with the
ga%gison at karrowbone Lane. ﬁ very large percentage of the sectio

remaining did in fact report at ilarrowbone Lane.

On arrival at Marrowbone Lene I was questioned closely by
Gbpﬁains 8. Murphy, Con Colbert and Lisut. Jos. LcGrath repgarding
the evacuation of Roe's Distillery. Lieut. Mc3rath wes inclined to
doﬁﬁt-the statement that Capt. licCarthy had evacuated Roe's
Distillery Capt. Colbert, however, declared unequivocally that hse
was prepared to accept the statement and the small party was

.admi%ted to the Merrowbone Lane garrison, vhere we remained until

the surrender which took place the following Sunday.
;
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During the afternoon of Sundaey the main gate was opened fo

Ea_dmit Comdt. E. Ceannt who was accompanied by a senior British
’nfricar and a Capuchin priest from Church St. The garrison afficers
ﬁwerﬂ than informed by Comdt. Ceannt of the surrender and instructed

-
'

;b0 fall in all members of* the garrison to accompeny tﬁe'E.D.Unien
%arriaoneto the place arranged for the formal handing over of all
érms anﬂ equipmens. As the men fell. in, one of the junior officers
adviseﬁ that any man without unifnnm who could should escape
quiet]y. Comdt., Cesnnt on hearing this suggestion at once took
smepa to cnunteract the suggested move. He at once addressed the
m;n, informing them of the surrender and added that we were
digciplinéﬁ troops &nd would surrender as such. A small number had
already taken advantage of the suggestion to get away, but the
hﬁlanna marched behind the 5.D.U., garrison to Brida Road. The
rnuta was as follows - Marrowbone Lana, Cork St., Ardee St., The
Canba, Dean St., Patrick St., to Bride Rosd. With the exception
of ihe British officer who marched with Comdt. Ceannt at the head
of the column we had no other escort and were frae up to the time
antareﬂ the Bride Roaﬁ to speak to our friends and to send
mﬂSE&gﬂE home to our relatives. At the Junction of Patrick-ﬁt.
and Brida Road we were met by Brltlﬁh Infantry in some force whﬁ
11nﬂ§ all one Eiﬂﬂ‘ﬁf the rosd. The 4th Batitn. occupied the other
siﬂaé‘.ﬂfter a short delay Comdt, Ceannt called thé Battn. to
atten}iﬂn, gave thé order "shoulder arms" followed by “quick merch"
When fhe Battaelion was within 3 paces of the British ranks we were
haltei and given the order “ground arms" after which we were
marchéﬁ back to our original position on the other side of the road.
The gr%unded.arms and ammunition were loaded into lorries and at
the same time our names, addresses, efc. were taken down, following
which ép were marched under heavy escort to what was then called
Richmnﬂﬁ Barracks, Inchicore. The route followed ﬁaa via Patrick &
Nicholas St., High §%., Thomas St., James's St., Kilmainham,
Inﬂhicnéa. We were lodged in the barrack rooms,-each room being
very coﬁgﬁsted. o bede were provided and no meal was given that

evening.  During the night, individuel prisoners were being added

#
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i ©n ones and twos throughout the night. We remsined at Richmond

; Barracks fﬁr the: next few days, during whiqh ‘time detectives from:
;Dﬁblin Castle mixed emongst the prisoners picking out those who
%ware of any prominence in the movement. It is worthy of record
I'Ehere that when Capt. Con Colbert was asked by a fellow prison,er_
?hat was likely.to be our fate his reply was: "For you a long term
of inprisonment. For myself, I fear it will be a firing squad".
'}E'hiﬂ saddended us a good deal eap&cially when we saw Comdt. Ceannt,
éaaﬂ'ﬂadﬂiarmadh,fﬁillie and Phil Cosgrave with other leaders
ﬁﬁruhed awey under ermed escort. The next step was to sagragate
a11 those who were under 1B years of age. When this was completed,
we were marched under armed escort to the North Wall via Kilmainham
tﬁruugh the grounds of the Royal Huﬁpital, Conyngham Road,
Ki?g&bridgﬁ and North Quays. . The route aslong the quays was cleared
and even persons living in the houses slong the quays were not
peﬁmitted to look out through their windowa. If a fece should for
a mﬁmant appear at a window a peremptory order was issued backed by
a pointed rifle to "get away from that window". For the first time
I saw O'Connell Bridge bathed in brillient sunshine without a single
nceﬁpan&. O'Connell S8t. was also deserted except for a few firemen

here.  and there among the ruins..

iﬂrriuaﬂ et North Wall we were placed on board a cargo vessel
and Eapt below decks until we reached Holyhead, where.we entrained
for Eputsford, arriving at the latter place et about 6 a.m. and
were quickly merched through ;ha streets to the military Jail
t&era{ Some waéka later we werée transferred to Frongoch, South
Camp, ﬁhar@ we were housed in an old distillery and in wooden huts.
This w%s a great relief to us after the solitary confinement: et
Knutﬂférﬁ. The domestlic arrangements in the camp were in the hands
of the 'prif-mnﬂx!s. A Camp Council elected by the prisoners locked
after tim orgenisation. Sometime sbout the beginning of.June
tugathar with about 100 ofthers I was tr&nﬂferred to Wormwood Scrubbt
in.Lunﬂan travelling by train to Paddington anﬁ by bus to Wormwooed
Scru‘hhs._. Cur stay In London was confined %o 5 or 4 days. Bach
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:priaonenﬁ was interrogated by Lord Justice Sankey, who held his
;nurt in the prison. Before entering the court each prisoner was
ﬁet by a man who stated that he was a solicitor who had been.
1natructed to assiet the prisoners appearing tefore the court, As
far a8 I am aware, no one availed of his services. Shortly after
nﬁr return to Frongoch, a large number were released and given
tickets to Dublinm. Although there wes a reilwey station st Frongoch
wa%wera ﬁbliged.tn march to Balla, aLaut 5 miles away, to get a trai:
for Holyhead, fie were accompanied by a sergeant to the railway
stﬁtimn. Arriving at Westland Row about 6 p.m. Oon a June evening
ﬁﬂ'ﬁarﬂ welcomed home by our relatives and a lerge cheering crowd.

|
*

2 As a married man my firast problem wee to find employmenti as
Bariy as possible, My anxiety in this|direction was ralieﬁed
fmmediately. I received a message the |following day, from my former
) amplnyar, who was a Protestanm and Uninrist and very pro-British in
outlu@k; to the effect thet my jﬂb was there fnr-ma if I wished to
raturpa Upon reporting for duty my successor was called im and in
mpﬁmm&msmmmmnfmeWMHﬂhm&m%mmtmnh%m
that ﬂh was only engaged until quch timelas I was again available.

A %aw weeks after my return to Dublin I was summoned %o a_maeﬁin5
1; a hﬁpsazﬁn Rethmines. Cathal Brugha presided at the meeting whicl
was fnrzthe purpose of reorganising the Irish Volunteers. Flans were
discuseed and agreement arrived at to reorgenise . C/Coy. was
ra—astﬁﬂliaha& and weekly meetings arranged for at the Weavers' Hall,
Donore ﬁgﬂ. Garry Byrhe, a young Dublin silk-weaver end former
of ficer bf the Coy., was appointed to take |command. ¥or the first
week or %yn.we merely met and discussed avagﬁa, but it was not long
until we ﬁare parading at secluded fields in the.Crumlin area, and
drilling, training and ra-arming becams ' the lerder of the day again.
News of this, no doubt, reached the ears of the authorities and our
drilling ggnunﬁs.warﬂ occasionally raided byl|police or military. No
captures wérﬁ, huwﬂvert effected and, with the exception of a few
bicycles céptureﬂ on one occasion, we suffered mo losses. Our first

important operation was the gusrding of the Irish Volunteer



L B

10.

Convention held at Croke Park in 1917. No incident of note occurred
;pﬂ the convention passed off uneventfully. I was eventualIy
a%nointad Quartermaster and later Adjutant of C/Coy. in succession to
J;ck Plunkptﬁu I held the latter.rank uniil July 1919 wvhen I went to
réaide in Bray. I was then given the job of organising & °Coy. of
vhiuntaars in that towmn. I got about 40 men together and was slected
Gaétain of the Coy. whicﬁ wag attached to the 3rd Battn. Lat%r
shﬁnk111 and Enniskerry were brought in. An attempt to organi%e a-

aac&iun in Greystones did not prove successful.

[

¢ The first operation of the new company was the destruction of
the innuma Tax records held by the collector at his residence at
Maatﬁ Road, Bray. With about half dozen men I raided his house on a
Batuﬁﬂay evening, A pvarty was in progress at the collector's house
when we arrived, This added slightly to our difficulties, but we
colle@taﬂ all his official paparﬂ'aﬁd books, loeded them in a hired
cab aﬁﬁ later burned thep in e field at Shenkill. This operation was
later followed by raids for arms in private houses. A number of
revalv;ra, miniature rifles, one or two Lee Enfield rifles and a
number ‘of shotguns were acquired in this way. Further additions to
the aoﬁbany'a armament were acquired by purchese and from Batin.H.Q.
The Coy's strength rose to sbout 90, but at no time were we able to.
arm more than one quarter of the men. The company's néxt operation
wag the destruction of a military motor amﬁuianca which was consigned
by reil %n the military garrison st Enmiskerry. Before the military
could ta@p delivery the Volunteers visited the railway siding at Bray
and set fﬁ élight.

. /

We néxt plarmed to attack the R,I.C. BKs. which at the time was
sitﬁatad in & commanding position at Bray Bridge. The plan aa.firat
coneveived ;as a modest affair, but when presented td the Battn.Counci’
for approvél it was agreed to make it a major operation in which the
whole battalion would take part. Briefly, the amended plan provided
that the Brﬁy Coy. would take the major part in the attack while .the
other cﬂmpaéiea-wuulﬁ take up straﬁagiﬂ positions surrounding Bray

in order to prevent reinforcements reaching Bray. Saturdsy night

¢
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; wae selected for various reasons a8 the most suiteble. EBverything

ZWHB in readiness for the attack which was timed to take place at

'8 p.m. The Coy. had been mobilised. Additional arms for the

hacaaion.had besen safely tr&nsportaﬂ to the hnga when, at about 7
ﬁ.m., Brian McNeill called on me to cancel the arrangemenis. The
reason given for the cancellation was- that somebody was working on

the production of a small cannon and it was thought better to awsit

’ its completion. There was nutﬁing for it but to disband the men.

During the week, permission was given for the original proposal, and
tha following Ssturday night the attack was planned on a meﬂast
acala, but it created more noise and did more damage (mminly tn
private property then was ever expected from the more ambitious plan
Striptly speakiﬁg, there were Bnly three men armed with 3 Lee Enfiel
riflga engaged in the attack. These consisted of Volunteers Tom
Butﬁﬁn, Pat O'Brien and myself., We took up position at about 9.55
under cover of the low wall vhich bound the Dargle River on the Dubl:
side anﬂ within 50 yards of the barracks. The signal for the attack
was to be the throwing of 2 Mills grenades at 10 p.m. sharp by two
other %blunteers who were to get awey 4o their homes immediately..

The bnﬁhs were duly thrown but were not very effective as the door

- of the Barracks, which was usually open, was closed. A few moments

were allawed ‘to lapse to allow our two comrades and, incidentelly,
any ci?ilians in the neighbourhﬂoﬂ to get to safety. We opened fire
at 50 yards range. The police, who had come out to 1n§astig&te,
ratreatadiwithin the barracks ﬁnﬂ from behind their armoured shutters
cuncentra%ad & fierce fire.on the Main St, and Bridge. -The fire
cuntinuaﬁ-unabateﬁ for about half an hour. After the firat volley
we ceased fira and remained there until the firing from the barracks
died down tp a few desultory shots. A second volley was now directed
towards the barracks. This resulted in a fierce fusilade similar to
the first aﬁd again in the wong direction towards the Main 3t. We
were content to hold our fire, of - course;, and did so until there were
8ilgns>of abatamant from the police. We then gave them a third
vnlley and leisurely retreated down the Dergle River towards the

Golf Links whare we dumped our arms safely. as a precaution

.
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., we had arranged to sleep aw&y-frqm our own homes that night. The
:coy. Adjutent had arranged to meet majat midnight to conduct me to ﬂ
-gome house where he had srrangsd for us both to sleep for the night

‘After waiting for helf an hour for him I was obliged to return to

my own home ae the auxiliarigs had arrived in the town and wers
éhooting wildly all along the Quinsboro Road and the roads leading
Sff'it. On arriving home my wife: noticed that I was bleeding pretiy
freely from a slight wound in the chin. Ny cnl}ar and shirt were
abecrﬂingiy saturated. They were immediately dumped in the kitchen
range and burneﬁ.l The wound which wae superficisl was dressed and

thﬁ flow - of blood stopped only Jjust in time as the Auxilisries

-naﬁe thundering at the door with the butts of their rifles. After

8 ﬁhﬂfaugh search of the house I was arrested and taken outside whe:
I ﬁnunﬂ my Coy. fdjutant a prisoner. His explsnation for not
kaéﬁing his appointment was the intensity of the police fire which
prevented him lesving his house. He complained of ﬁaving“been
beaﬁsn by the Auxiliaries in his own home prior to his arrest. He
was ﬁgain beatenr by the Aﬁxiliariea with butte of rifles ‘aa were
mostinf the other priecners taken that nighfp The locel police: did
not ﬁakﬂ any part in the beating up of the prisoners. The followins
day the prisoners taken that night were conveyed to Arbour Hill
militgrylPrison where a large number of Republican priéoners were

already housed.

Here IIMBt many of my old comrades-in the 4th Battn. and a -
plan of escape nn_g fairly lsrge scale was plannsd. The exercise
groundéaof the jail consisted of two, an inner and smaller yard
leading' to a larger outer plot where the 1916 leaders sre buried.

"It was the practice to sllow the prisoners into the outer yard in

the aftérnoon. While in the outer compound the prisoners were

_ guarded by 4 armed sentries placed on platforms about 10 feet high-

These na&urally wereein poeition before the prisoners were allowed
into the compound. In order to reach.thelir platforms the. sentries
carried short ladders end this gsve us our idea. With a ladder in

one hand %ﬁﬂ a rifle in the other the sentry would be pretty
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powerless ageinst any sudder attack. We collected sufficient pleces

of iron and hard wood to arm a selected number who at the critical
p

mumant would spring on the armed party as they passed through the
miﬁst of the prisoners, diaarm.tham and seize the keys of the gate
which were carried by an unarmed aarﬁaant. With 4 loaded rifles in
v;r poasession and the necessary ladders it would be a simple task
t% take the wall and hold it while our comrades escaped.

; .
! In order to ensure the gneater chances of success we arranged

h
for agsistance from our comrades outside. This assistance  took the
shapa of an armed party which would occupy some naighbouring-houses

ﬂqring the operation end keep the prison guards from cancentrating

;
. their fire on the escaeping prisoners. Everything wes in readiness

. fér pﬁtting the plan into operation, but on the day before the:

aﬁpointeﬁ one, exercise in the outer yard wes stopped and was not
ré?umaﬁ during my stay in the jail. ﬁviﬂanﬁl& the authorities got
word of the plan through one of the many spies they employed and
wh? were placed among the priscners ostensibly as prisonara.‘

E Shortly after this I was released with two others uncondition-
al%y- I often thought that it was Eignificant that a manﬂhearing
mwtchristian and surnsmes wae shot dead that night in Bray. The y

report given to the newspapers stated that the man failed to halt

‘whén celled upon by the Black and Tans.
Ir .

L]
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" During my period bf imprisonment the barracks was attacked again
by;fhe local cﬁmpany and shortly af'ter my r91eﬁsa a party of militar;
cmt&ts way to Bray Bke. was embushed et Crinken, sbout a mile from
Bra; Town. One of the soldiers in the lorry was wounded (not
seriously) Thepe were no casualties on the side of the Volunteers.
Han; other activities took place sbout this time, such as cutting
tal%phnne wires asnd telégraﬁh cables; diggling trenches on main roads
to ﬁinﬂar military communications and, incidentally, to keep gresater
uﬁﬁbrs-tiad up in the repair of the damage. These activities were
heing carried out on a large scale throughout the cnuntry and |

impnaad a haavy gtrain on the mllltary in more senses than ﬂne. They

¥
I

’
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ere not long, however, in thinking out counter moves which took the

hapa of round-ups of civilians, especially those known to be member
r

?f or sympathetic to the Volunteers. In gsome areas the civilians

eaff)ie &

made a resolute stand against filling kn trenchesjwhen taken to the
n

%cenﬂ of operations these parties flatly refused to work and the

ﬁilitary were owquasgt That was soon altered and I very nearly
n%issed the m being the first victim.
;
: The Bray Coy. had opened a series of trenches on the road
bétween Bray aend the military camp at Enniskerry. The following day
d%nut noon I wae taken from my office at Bray, placed in a military
lgrry.in which there were about 30 or 40 ofher local penpie, none of
whom were members of the Irish vﬂluntaara. VWhen I saw the dirsction
the lorry took I guessed the object of the round up. I ?t once:
qurasaad those in th? lorry to join me in refusing to £ill in the
tﬁ?nchﬁs, but withaut ahy succeas.- When we reached the scene nf the
tr?nch digging at Dargle Briﬂgﬁ we were ordered out of the lorry.
Th%ﬂa first out were told to fake a shovel end start work on the
£illin in. A wedding party including two Catholic priests, from a
neighbnuring-hotal aﬁ Ennd skerry were already hard at work on the
jbé gf filling in31 I had decided that I at least wnulg not do any
fiiling in. When I saw the priests working, however, I became so
1n%?gnapt that. T forgot for the moment to refuse, but instead, I
wai%eﬂ a shurt:distaﬁ;e to where a local R.I.C. constable was
standing, -whom I knew to be & Catholic. I roundly sbused him for
bei%g a member of a body that forced clergymen of his own faith to
pEr%ﬂﬂm mamual work. He prutaataﬁ that 1t was the military and
auxiliarsiea who had done this and he was only present on ordinary
pﬂlice ﬁuﬁies. The argument between us continued for the whole time
ﬁha;trenches wore being filled in and my sbsence from the party was
not %ﬂticad unjil the return journey was about to take place. Tﬁa
offi%ar in charge was quite angry sbout it, but the R.I;G.Gnnstahlé
said, that he was more or less to bleme. Before retmmning to Bray
the é. i/c. addressed the party about the disturbed state .of the
country and informed ue that if there was any more disturbances
L
¢

r
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ﬁithin a five mile radius of Bray the following persoﬁs wnuld.be
Held responsible - the Chairman and Mr. Fa Martin, a prominent
member of the Bray Urban District Council and myself; ‘He was not
ﬁrapared to Baf whaet form thd punishment would take, but it would be
Bufficiantly drastic: to deter others from commitiing similar offences
%Pnrtly after this episode an in¢elligenna of ficer whu hLiad access

to Bray Police Bks. actually saw the order from Dublin Castle for
that particular rnﬁnﬂ up. The order contained provisions for the
a'-[hoosr.ing as an exsmple of an;,r.péram who refused to £ill in the

trenches on that occasion.

! The inecident just described took place a few weeks before the

; .
Truce. and little of any note occurrad between that and the Truce.
. : _ ¥

H As soon ag the Truca'nparaﬁa&, plaﬂﬂ were mede for the.
racrganisatian of the Battalion and a new Brigsade, known as Dublim
No. 2 Brigade, was formed. The Brigade area covered roughly

all South Co. Dublin, North and West Wicklow end North Kildare.
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