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" STATEMENT BY WITNESS

" DOCUMENT NO. W.S..268. oo

Wiiness

‘Liam O Flaithbheartiaigh
364 Kimmage Road, Dublin.

Identity

Member of .Irish Volunteers,
'B' Company, 4th Battalion Dublin Brigade
1913-1916.

Subject

Preparations for Rising Baster Week 1916;

" 1] tt

South Dublin Unign L .
Impriscnment and Release.

Conditions, if any, stipulated by Wiiness

Nil -

File No. .....5:98% ......
Form B.S.M. 2,
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___K.Ll-;,naﬁ?_nﬂad- Dublin.

I joined the Irish Volunteers at the inaugural _
meeting in tha Rotunda 1n 1913. I wes allotted to "B"
Company, 4th Battalion, and notified to attend at the

 plenna Hall, Cemden Street, for drills, Drilling
tra.nafarréd afterwards t0 Larkfileld Green Lanes.
After the split caused by Redmondites ete. remained in old
company although at first few in numbers.

As Secretary of Grﬂnbil. an Chlisbhraigh, Connradh na
Gaedillge, provided welcoms to & blg number of wolunteers -
stationed at Larkfield (men who had returned to Ireland

" prior to the Easter Weekx Rising, 1916), These Volunteers
attendsd the Branch's soclial functions easch week.
This same Branch (Cracbh an Ghlisbhraigh), 25 Donore ave. ,,
S.C.R. , was in fact the meeting place for learning Irish
and enjoying Irish dances for the Volunieers: in Dolphin's
Barn dlstrict., Hearly every male menber of the Branch was
an active Volunteer, while many of the cailini were in
Cumenn ns mBan. Practically every man and boy in the
Branch took part in the 1916 Rlaing, lik_awiaa many of the

. cailini in Cumann na mBan. Two - Seén Traynor and
Seén Owsns ~ were shot dead in South Dublin Union on
Emster Monday, 1916.

On Good Frilday night, 1916, I was ons of a party
detailed by Commandant RBamon Ceannt to escort munitions

and war material from Iarkfield to Dolphin's: Barn Street.

On Easter Sundey night, 1916, while rumning a
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sgoruidheacht in the Cleaver Branch, 25 Donore Avenue, at
11.30 p.m., Captain Thomas Mccﬁrthy gave me an order from
Commandant Bamon Ceannt to Ciaran (Kieran) Kenny and myself
tc be at his house, S,C.R. Dolphin's Barn, at 6.45 a.m. on
Easter Monday morning. Both of us assisted at 6 o'clock
Hass in Mount Argus and arrived at Commandant :}eannt‘s.hcusa
at 6.40 @.m. : "

Commandant Ceannt had the a.ﬁp'eara.nca of having heen up
all night, After our arrival, Commandant Ceannt instructed
me to write mobilisation orders: for the Captains of all the
Companies in the Battallon and to secure dispatich cyclists:
for their d@slivery. Kieran Kenny contacted Sedn ¢ Briain,

8 Dulphiﬁ'a Barn, for the cyclists. The mobilisation ord.er.a:
were duly written and dispatched by the cyclists.

At 7 a.m., Commandant Ceannt stated that he was going
to a meeting in Liberty Hall and left the house. He gave me
orders to carry on until his return. He returned at

spproximately 8.30 a.m.

The 4th Battalion was mobilised at Larkfield, Kimmage,
and at Emerald 3Square. We left Larkfield at about 11.30 a.m,
and marched across the Tongue Fieidsi to Emerald Sguare,
Qork §treet. The full mobilisation at Emerald Square
afterwards was divided into different parts - one party under
Captain Liam Cospgrave marching cyff to enter the South Imfblin
Union by the front gate in James's Street.  Another party,
under Captain Tom McCerthy, proeseded to enter Roe's 1‘
Distillery, Mount Brown.  Commendant Ceannt led the remaining
party to the back gate on the South Cireular Road and led his
men into the South Dublin.Union. Some of the Volunteers
were sent to hold t'he galvanised sheds: in the Infirmary near

the entrance. Hore of us were: ordered tc go to orchard
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overlooking Mount Brown and B‘tOi‘i the British military coming
up Kilmainhem towards the city. I was in this section. \
Just as we entered the South Dublin Union, Commandant Ceannt
told us to expect an explosion in the Magaz_ihe Fort, Phoenix
Park, at 12.30. '

After a considerable time British military appeared in
0ld Kilmainham at the foot of Mount Brown. Rifle fire -waar
opened i:mnsdiatal:.r on them,. The British replied and
afterwards retired and went around by the South Dublin. Union

Master's House towards the back gate at Rlalto Bridge.

T.hé Volunteers in Mccaffréy‘a Orchard withdrew in the
aftex-m;on to the Nurses' Home (except Seé&n Owens, R,I,P.) who
lay dead on the grounds Commandant Ceannt then ordered some
of us to hold the passage running back towards the Children's
Hospital and to take over the Hospltal ward overlooking the
roadway. ~The ward was full of dlli invalids who were quietly
taken away by the attendants. After a long interval a sudden
call to surrender came from the top ecorner of ward. The
seven Volunteers in the ward were taken by surprise, as they
'@id not know of this particular anﬁr&me. They had been
guarding the passage on the right. However, a reply from the
ﬁlpnteera:' rifles sent the British soldiers back. They did
not attack aggin, but we found afterwards the ward door
locked and had to force an exit by blowing open the locks.
That evening we again made contact with the main garerigon at
the Nurses' Home, which was the H.Q. until the surrender on
. the following Sunday evening.

_ The Nurses' Home :wa.a under fire from the 0ld lMen's House,
Kilmainham, durifg the whole week and the back windows: on the
stairs were cut away by bullets. Frank Burke was shot in the
throat eafly on Tuesday morning by a sniper in a hosgpital ward.
He died ilmmediately. On Tuesday evening, at about 8 p.'m..,
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Gommandant Geennt and Ceptein Cathel Brugha sent Seén Murphy
and myself out 'i:y the wicket gate at rear of Hurses' Home
to try and make contact with Captain om MeCarthy's men in
Roe's Diatillery. Seén and myself travelled up and down
Mount Brown and m'meil's Quarters. Eréntually: we had the
-Earetﬂar‘a house opened and we were told br'tha caretaker
that the Volunteers had all left by that evening as they had
no pr&wia;ﬁ.una and could not hold the bullding.

Cn Thursday the two sections of the garrison had by
bor;ng'jaﬁantsm contacts Holes were pilerced in the walls _‘
fram the front gate around to the Nurses' Home, TWhile the
majority of the garrieon were assembled in a room beside the
Bakahonée, a silence was followed by a shower of bonbs and
?ifle fire. We seemed trapped and a terrific barrage was
opensd on the building, It was then that Gathal BErugha
received the wounds. At this time also ﬂm.ﬂém‘b wont
in wview of the porch of "the Nurses' Home and shot & North of
Ireland Constebulary man who was in the van of the attackers.
He also questioned us re surrender. But we resolved to die
where ia; were faoing the enemy. The attackers withdrew in
the night and d4id not attack ggnin'that night.

on mm of Baster Week a Carmelite Priest wisited the
garrison and heard their confepsions. On Eunday a Qapuchin
Priest accompanied Commandant McDonagh to speak to
Commendant Ceannt. - That afterndon our Commandant t0ld us of
the QOrder. ~ We marched out of the South Dublin Union with our
full equipment across to Marrovwbone Lane, 'ﬁhara we joilned that
garrison; 'hhﬂnhe to Bull alley Street where we were all
assembled., Our names weré taken by a British Officer, our
riflea and revolwers and all eguipment left on the ground,
That evening we were marched back by the South Dublin Union
up to Richmond Barracks. We lustily sang “God Save Ireland"
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as we passed by o;r old fortress and on arrival at Richmond
Barracks were put in groups of forty in a barrack room,
wAthout lavatory accommodation.

On Mondsy morning I sew Pédralg Pesrse merching under
escort to his courtmartiél. On Tuesday Eemon .de Valera
marched into the Barrack Squaré with his men, his height and
stature making him c.on.spicnuﬁa among hié captora.

The prisoners were gathered into tha Gsrmm.ﬂium for
inspection and idéntification. The Duhlinl policemen were
officicus in picking out the Volunteers known to them. It was

@ matter of separating the sheep from the goats. |

In the eveniﬁg the prisoners were marched out of the
Barracks down Kilmainhegm through the Royal Hospital (where g
great ﬁal& of artillery was gathered for battering down
.Dublin) down the Quays (a fire was 31‘.111 burning at the end
of Bridge Street) to the North Wall. The crowds who lined
the route did ﬁn,t seem very fond of us (the execsptionswere
our own imumediate friends). That night we travelled by
cattle boat to England and e‘gﬁeﬁtually reached Knt;tsfora Ganl.
after a few weeks solitary in the cells we were allowed out
for exercise in the compound and were allowed to write home
and recelve letters and pracels. Thence to0 Frongoch.

&fter 'trlal' in wum:ltmod Scrubbs, return to Frongoch.
Far'raﬁ:aing'nmﬁ; - letters and parcels banned. Thus to
Christmas Eve when we were sent home. ﬁé:a.in.

Remainsd in Volunteexrs in B, IV.. Delegate to
Volunteer cmaﬁtiﬁn'in Croke Pabk,'préaid.éd over by
famon de Valera. Grdinary menber of Company.
House ralded by British Military i[n fatumn 1920
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