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Statement by |No. W.S. 242 .

Liam Tannem, 29 Gerville Avenue, Rathgar, Dublin,

First I joined the Volunteers in the A, 0.H. Hall,
ponnybrook, in 1914. It was Bamon Ceannt who induced me
to join ths Irish Volunteers. His office was next door to

mine in the Hunicipal Buildings, Castle Street.

One day he asked me to buy a ticket for a Sinn FSin

conaert and he asked ms did I belong 0 the Volunteers.

I sald, "No". They were then referred to as the Simn Féin

volunteers and many of us thought that Sinn Péin did not go

guite far encough. I had read Griffith's "Resurrection of

Hungary". T thought Grfffith was in a sense satisfied if

the country were similarly placed to Hungary in comlng under
@ dual monarchy, snd it seemed to me that Simn Féin would be
mtiaﬂad with 'gatt:l.ng back the parliasment that onee sat in

college Green, l.e. subservient to the British.

I declined to buy the ticket. Ceannt asked me the
ramn‘am told me that the ?olunt&era-ahwld not be referred
#0 as the Sinn Péin Volunteers, that they meant to go mch
further manmm Féin., He sald, "Suppose I tell you we'll

fight, would you join?". X sald, “Yes". My brother and I
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and two Gormans of Clonskea, one of whom was, I believe, “out"

~ -

in Ennisnbrw,"manged to join the Volunteers in Donnybrook,

" but something intervensd which prevented us from going up that

i

partliocular week, Wo Joined “E" Company, Srd Battalion, the
following week but unfortunately in the meentims the Howih
Gun-running had taeken place and s0 we missged 1t very much to

our dissppointment. Eamon De Valera was 0/C. of the

Company. 4. Domnelly was an officer; u'aonnall-ﬁi_'itza:lmona '

o
a menber,

|
|

I was present at the Redmondite split, ' Ad8 far as I can
;'anall;'at the Gmbw was about 150 mong. ‘Tho mlndur:l.tr;r
were p:-aaam; on the night of ths split. EI!IID-';I De ma;.'a put
the matter bDluntly that the pa.:;tin.g of the ways l;ad.lluama s 8nd
he explained the situation and then said, "Those who éiﬂﬂ with
Ireland will go Ito that side of the hall, a.nd those who'muld
:;.:l.ke to support the BEritish Empire will take the other”.

As far as I remsmber there was no count but I was almost

certain that thai-a- wore two or three of a majority remained

‘with the Irish Volunteers. The drill hall belonged to the

A, O,H. which was as you know Redmondite, and, therefore, we

had to march out.

About fifty on our side were mostly Juveniles and

{ B
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their fathers anﬂ.mnthﬂrs:fﬂriaad them to keep away from the

- f
Irish Volunteers because the old people at the time had been

backing Redmond,

The next parade mustered about £6. The perade was
beld in a field opposite Donnybrook Catholic Church, In a

fow weaks' time our mmbers had declinsd to '?, i.e. De Valera
plus aeven men. Even with that small number De Valera
Iuwﬂadmuifhehaﬂarullmmanﬂmlamnlyismd
orders to form fours with tha aevén men., De valera told each
of us to be a rauruiting Sergeant and s0 by acting as annh we
built the Company up to 26, Our numbers were then increased

by the addition of the remnants of the Dundrum Company,

We gaf- ml drill hall in Beaver Row when our: nurbers
1nnr{ea§ad. to about @, Wwe t]dmn mll::radi into Pearse's old schoo™
in Oskley Road, Ranelagh. “ 'The first Jn‘n-I got wa.a th;a job o
@ﬂm;;w Ea:;ut, :;ﬁ I studied ﬁaﬂﬂn ﬁnﬁll m.lt tracking and map
r;eaﬁ'.l.ng, -até. » m&k:l.ne: uge oi'- Wer; ete,

Some of our men lived in Goatstown, Ranelagh, Dundri
Milltown, Donnybrook, Ieeson Htmgf. We wers not lt;ng 1
';’_lakley Roaé when I ma:hﬂiraoted to join .tha Battalion ac

which went under the name of Battalion Qyelists, We

@ssemble in Camden Row, &0 many from each Company, .wht
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pericdically came togathﬂr on parades for training runs and

-

 MANCSUTIo8. I was placed in charge as a 1st Lisutenant.

In the Cyclists I became a friend of Mick Malone who was
killed in astion in No. 256 Northumberland Road. He suceseded

me in command of the Battalion Cyclints,

When Csptsin Do Valere was promoted in March 1915, he

instruoted me to go back to the Compeny énd stand for election

as 0/C. of the Company., There was an officer, George Murphy,

I think from the 2nd Battalion, who supervised the electlon.

There were about 46 men on parade. I was elected 0/C.

about this time a serles of lectures for officers was

arranged and started at 41 Kildare 8treel and was continued at

Headquarters, Dawson Street, which I attended. Most of the

lectures were g:l.ye:i by Tomfis MacDonagh. MacDonagh was & very

good lecturer. He started, I think, at the Cempaign of

Xerxes and want on to the South African War., After the

e m

lectures there were oxaminations held in tactics. My
examination took plase at Greenhills, I think Ginger O'Connell
wae the referse. Eimer Q'Duffy was also present. After

this I was gazetted in the "Irish Wolunteer", dated 4th

- -

December, 191D, It was glven out at the time that anybody

who falled to pass thils test would not be confirmed in his

rank.
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I waz not q,ﬁ:l.ta 20 .'ﬁaréa when I was Company Commander
and I felt I was really too young for that responsible post.
In the Company we had all kinds of pecpls from doctors to

labourers and they were all older than I was. De Valera

-

seemed t0 have reoognised that I was rather young and for four
woeks, twice a week, he brought me $0 his house in Morehampion -.
Terrace and instructed me as to what I should study and advised

me about the running of the Company.

Inauly, 1915. I became ammrotthaI.E.B. m -

Taal:l.na: Circle, which met in Lower Gerdiner Street, the Dublin

mographiual Soclety pram:laan. famon Ceannt swore me in

looking over the wall of the Liffey, and then we went direct

from that on to the meeting. Cathal Brugha was Centre.

After ons of the officers' lectures I went to MacDonsgh

and asked him 1f I was wented fo@ anything, I was prepared to

teke on any dangerous work even if it were necessary to go to

'England, but he laughed as he sald, "We have not come down-to

;:hat :atZ?. I thun agked him to glve -mn - 3 Jd‘h of organising
for the :In:rish-mmﬂaars d.m-ing the period of my fortnight's
annual l;ﬂ?;e. He d.:l.i'-L. I ara‘aniaed. Tallmt and on to
Glencullen and Enniakﬂrrr a aha.'gt ‘mocount. of the racruit:-ing

meetings which wara'hald in connection with this is given in

" the "Irigh Volunteer" of this periocd. I remember Cosgrave and

-~
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Desmond Fitzgerald were speakers, and The 0'Rahilly spoke

b

One night I had 20 msn on paradd in the Main Street of
Tallagﬁt when I ﬁm approached by Sergeant q.'n-riam:i.l, RI.C
ﬁa ordered me 1-;1: disperse the men, " I raf‘ua;f_l to do ao-a;xd
-aak.ad him why he 414 not go up nm;l'th a.nﬂ arrest Carson's
Ulater Volunteers for parading. He threatensed éo arr;at me

and I drew a .38 revolver and inwited him to gd’with the
) .

arreste He 4id not go on with 1%,

mu'ing tha period I was organiain.g .I put ap: at a house
&a‘lliad.‘-.‘ﬂld Mill House onfth.a Oldbawn Euaﬂ-and at the time all
wisitorajl b.aﬂ. to ;'agiutar undar the manm.mt. I was only
there one day when a policeman call;a. and iaft & form.
I filla;l it uwp in Irial;.,- marking in the space whare you were to
:-melara ;rc;u were almitiah subject, the word "fireannach®,
The form was: a:uly uQJ.:Lad for by the same pamm He -reaﬂ
it and said, "Ms wont do,. I sald it was the only fm-m ha

would get from me, that I waa' pntitlad t0 use my own ;I.angauga.

He ‘ba&ma very vexad and tore up the fum

Goming on to three or four weeks before Easter Mondey,
1916, I was: asked to have a squad of men present as a guard

at Headquarters, No.2 Dawson Street. I think the intention

was to0 hold back menbers of the "G" Diwision until pegpers were

- - -
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cleared away, e.g. in the event of a raid.

The office staff at the time consisted of:-

Bulmer Hobson, Secretary,

Barney Mellows, and a girl

Masve Ryan (who was: Champion Stepdancer),
clerke, and a messenger, Seumas Cooling,

I was appointed a member of the County Dublin Board of

the Irish Volunteers. As far as I remember Tom Hunter,

Tom Slater, M.W. 0'Reilly, Liam Qlarke and one of the

t;i‘naﬁrahans me a;i.so muha;-m. | ‘we met in No,2 Dawson Street.
I thirk thé funstion of the B;oarﬁ.haﬂl acitothing %0 0 with
ﬁtinga and soclal f‘nmticma; Henry DI'Hmahan asked me uou.'le.
we goet any bueck shot, five or azix pellatm, tt;.r f£it into a 12
bore mtriﬂ.ge.. He gave me a mould which turned out about

20 at a time and I.hadt t;: pinch lead piping andmy?lnthar ran
the moulds: every I;I.igh_t. I brought the bunk‘ shot to No.2

Dawson Street and handed it over to Henry O'Hanrahan,

- I was aetive in the I.R.B. about arms and securing armes,
In tha-I.R.B. I got imwtium that in the event of
r;mnrlim-'.ins- or:;lars I m t0 take the orders of my next m:par-ior
officer who was a mﬂmb&r of the I.R, B, &8 a,gainat. the aordera of
any other officer, As far as I-os-.nq romenber it was |
famon Qesannt who gave Lma thase :;.natmtiuna. I think it was

on Holy Thuraday, 1916.
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aAbout five or six woeks before the Rising Tomf#s MacDonagh

asked me and Sefn Heuston to attend at 2 Dawson Street for
speclal lectures on house fighting, but I was too busy with
inp‘ Company and my girl and so falled to attend these lectures.

Eﬂﬂl; Heuston did attend and I belleve thatl'a why ha got charge
of the Mendicity Institute in Baster Week.

'On Holy Thursday I got a message from Barney Mellows to
m tn:q 3‘ m;m'm a:eraet.- - He to0ld ms he thoﬁght tha police
,wﬁré on ﬁ_a u?‘mig:mant uf- high-power .22 rifles, a couple
of cases of them, which were in Volunteer Headquarters, and
that he was anxious to remove them to a safe place, He had
‘already got in touch with Jimmy Fitzgerald of Great Brunswiek

b . - .
Street (now Pearse Street). I arrived at 7. I was then

grmed with g .38 revolver, Barnsy Mellows, Jimmy Fitzgerald
and I think, Seumas éooling, were .there, Hoey, the "GY man,

wae standing on the oppoaslte side of the street. Barnsy said,

"I wonder could we shift Hoey".

L

I left the dbullding and crossed the road, at;naa'. behind
Hoey and m:_ghsd. He turned round quickly in surprise and as
;I continued to Qtam; behind him, he apparently got & bit

‘ narvnuﬂ; and changed his position and mowved d.m about ten

’ yards. I followed mm dowm and repeated the manoeuvre,

When he turned I gave him s rather determined lock and he left
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his.position. A taxl came round the corner of Nassau Street, °

pulled up opposite No.2 Dawson Street by arrangement. I don't
know who! the driver of the taxi was. We were ready in the hall

with the cage.; @_'pu'; tham quickly :I:qt;:: the taxi wh;:_si: they
aln_m;t f£illed. ,W_SD; in ‘l:fei-_dﬂe them and ﬂrwa.uff and by a
nirm;;uoue-c ro_m.;e 1;vantu;1:l.r ar_n-ived at the hagk of Clarendon
atrﬁat ﬂhuruh. Fﬁ.sg&rald'; fathﬁfr; a paintar. was doing some

work there. We got the cargo inside. I believe they were

placed at the rere of the altar but cannot say definitely as

I aid not h.al;i to carry them in - I was left in the car.

Holy Saturday evening came. The air was rather -elsctric;

almost all officers suspected that the Baster manoceuvres

arra.;:ge:i for were really '"the day“, but no positive orders had

been issued to Company Comanders. We had been told that for

every weapon we had to our Guqnnnmr'a armaments, we n_rnuld. be

given another one t0 accompany 1it. I think 1t was G'Rq.hilly-

who made that promiga-

I ' ]

‘1 changed into MMM after dinner for m, I think,
to mae’;-. my girl. I got a ma#aga from Commandant De Valera
that he wanted to Elﬂﬂ me at .144;. Great Brunswieck hﬁ;raet which he
w_as; u;ipg as Battalion Haqﬁqua:'terﬁ-r. I went there and

De Valers asked me if I would go to P.H. Pearse, the Hermitage,

Rathfarnham, and get f£rom him a couple of small light parcels
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end = packet of safety pins. He mentioned something about ar:

lets. I prnuadﬂﬂd to Rathfarnham, qrrire_ad the:n_:'e gbout 4 pemm, ,°

asgm_r,};. Pearse anﬂ gave him my :qaaslqaﬁ. "I have them for
m"; he saia. "these are for tomorrow". I.mllt two and two
togathﬁr. I had heard of a comventlon 1n International law )
that nﬁn ta_king part in an Iin;m-rauﬁion wa_ré raquiraq. to wear
some diétingu.‘l.ahtna mark or thﬂ;' cquld. be ghot as qpiea or
luo‘hgr’a; and I tock it that these were armlets and were to be

used by men not wearing mﬁform.

I had been mobilissd for Beresford Place for 4 o'cloock
on Easter Sunday and being now comvinced that the Rising would

teke place tomorrow, I sald to P,H. Pearse: "My Campany

amnﬂ_s from Ieeson ha_t_'raat to Goatstown and I have received a

mq’ﬁiliaatiun_ arder for 4 p.m. at Beresford Place". I said,:

"I thirk it would be better if I mobilised in my own area and
marched in with my Company adopting a f_armaﬁion_.that would not

admit of our being anrpr_ip?s_i on the m". . I a_aid that in case

of trouble it might be diffieult to get our men into thé city

similtansously or in small groups, they would not be so
vulnerable in the way I had suggested. He gﬁ;t-ead. He sald,
":.E_tnppo_a? we have to Tight, where do you think would the

British li_nld.?_"_. "The "f:l.rai‘, place I suppose they would hold®,

¢

I said, "would be the line of the canal”, I aiked him had
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I permission to fight if I found the bridge I proposed to cross,

held, He said, "If you find the bridge mm, try another.

If that is held, try annthﬂr If that is hﬂld., fight®.

I then assured him that I would fight my way across the canal.

I returned to 144 Great Brunswick Street.. When the door
was: opened I found a strong guard in the hall but I was
recognised and admitted. Commandant De Valera was in the

return room in uniform, Y told hinm what I had got ocut of

P,H. Pearse, gnd_ tl:u_a Ppoor man was _a_bqplutaly amazed that

»

. PyH, Pearse had spoken %o ms of what was evidentily such a

great secrets He said, "Llam, I want you to do something for

me, $0 go to my house with a message", He sat down and wrote

a letter to Mrse. lh ‘i-'hlera. I thought this would be ths last

I would ever see of him-and on account of nwumpanr

belonging to his Bat-tulion I aa:ld, "We have been together for a-

-.*— _— —_

MtMMImmtufmtﬂthm'

I aa.‘maﬁ. him if there m a.ny po;_a:l.hilitr to arrange this.
He ;a:la., ?pn;' arrana-amant;_- _#q made that m Compeny will :r,rn
t0 make up Hpad.quarteﬂ-r Battalion". Ha a.a:l.a, "I would like to
have rou, but it is ordered utha_rufuhm;hnt I know that
wherever you go; you will win your a;pu;-a"_'. Needless to say
th:l.amﬂa mo feel aa‘ren feet tall and we shock hands and

parted.
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I went with the letter to lirs. De ?alera. She answered

the door and invited me in to the ‘sitting room, sat me down

and read the letter, &Bd_;‘nharuhailfﬂnaatwinifrmtof
me until our knees: were meeting and she said very

cunﬂﬂantiallm "Liam, ﬂmt*a going to hap;pan tomorrow?",

f_mm_, _ sa:.ﬂ, “we are on ‘h:l.g mANOBUVIe s tomorrow, ahe

reyoated* "ch Id.um, ‘l'hat‘a gn:l.ng to happan?' I said,

"Why should a.nything apeuial happan tmnurnm“. ahe aaid.

“nwhasbaenlm alodaermthapaatmkanﬂ.thara is

going o be trouble tomorrow and you Know it". "oh", I aa._iﬂ,

"you are aware that there is a rumour that we are to be

disarmed and you know that we are under promise not to part
with ouwr arms without ‘a fight. The only trouble I can
aontenmlata in in the event of amh an attomt ba.tng made

tomorrow or any nthar.day"l. im s 8he aaiﬂ, '_'why ﬁnn't you

tell me the truth?®, “There is amthing on tw".

However, I got away ﬂthmt_partina with any information,

Yaa_:_rra after this when I_ was aitti_.ng hatf.ujaan De Valera
and Colonsl Moore at a function in the Mansion Hnuﬁa,
m Valera re:l.ataa to Goloml Moore how amazea and how shoakud

he wes that auuhawnngnrﬂcaraaxthﬂnm, nhouldhaw

] haan_plnpaﬂ_in Possesslon of such vital infornntinn_. I asked

De Valera: “Did you urité mtructinna to Mrs. De ?ahrg to
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. mmibar on pa.'eada eapanially aince th.ta ha;ppenad in epite of

13.
pump me that day 'uhen you got me 0 brins her the l&tter?"

- . am -

‘11[1:, I.:I.m, I diad mtf, he aa:l.d, _“I trusted you".
m&mdangotupformHassandgnt into uniform.
I read Ilauﬂeill'a cnuntarmanﬂing arder in the “m

Independent“ 4 couple of members of thaa_r cmany vhom I met,

s = am S

I nﬁriaad not to pay any attention to this nmtarmanding

nrdar, atat:l.ng that any order the;r wore to obey should come

through me,

On Sundey we mobilised at about 3 o'clock in Oakley Road

anﬂ..w had. nhnu'h 68 out of 63 on parads, the ﬂthﬂra: being

- - - . -

aceounted fm'.- mout:.r ‘by illness -~ Alf mmun and Mgan

were Jm with pm:mnnia. I wae paaitivalw dal:l.g.*atad. with the

- - ..

L

Hacmaill'a onuntermanﬂins order. Saume nf the boys had coms in

t0 me at dinner time and I_haﬂ. told them not t0 pay any

attention to 1it.

At about 3.15 a white-faced young fellow, eweating and
pénting, arrived on a bicycls. The Volunteer on the gate
pointed me out to him and he threw his bicycle agu.:l.n_at the wp._ll

and ran over to me with a letter. It was already opensd and

wae addressed to "An tAthair MacMathgheumhna, St. Mery's,

Hmigagf_, He panted. “Father MacMahon sald you were to do
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whata;var iz in the letter at once and to let me know that

you will", I eald, *I don't know Father Maclishon",

I opened the letter and even today I remember every word.

of it. It said:-

"a Athgir, a Chars,

This is to authenticate my statement
. in this morning's "Sunday Independent",
every word of which is true. Great 1nrluam&
is needed immediately and: in all directions
to enswre lmplicit obedlence to that ordsr
and so to avert a frightful catastrophe",

&

-

Eoln MacNelll".

I s'nid_tu the messenger: "Go back to Pather MacHahon
and tell him that I can only mmept orders from my immediate

mil:ltai-y guperiora", The boy dapartad.. I pulled the men

together again and planed the man with our flag in rrunt.
That flag was subsequently £lown from the D:I.atillerr near
Bnlanda H:Llls. It wam & green flag,.3' x-z', with a harp,

I believe Mre. De Valera now has custody of that flag.

Just then I saw Captain Prench Mullen passing by on a
bicycle, He was in uniform and pulled over to the gate and

sald: . "Have you your men demobilised?". I daid, "No, I have

received no orders to demobilise them". He sald, "That's

funny,  the whole thing is off"™, II sald, "Not as far as I am

concerned". He said, "Don't be a fool, I can tell you that

-
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the 4th Bat_talion to yhiah I belong, 'haa. been sent homet.

He told me that Commandent Geannt who was O/C. of his Battalion,

was in charge of the parade and ﬂaﬂ_.nitel_y demobilised his = |

Battalion and that I could take it as official, I said,

S e

"I am sorry, but I am taking orders from Commendant De Valera |

or Commandant MacDonagh®. "I can't stop :rnu_'f, he saild.

I said, "Ho".

Just as: I was about to give the order o proceed I saw
my brother Michael riding up Cakley Road. . I walted.

‘Michael handed me the demobilisation order. He gﬁt it from

De @Isra. It was signed by Tumﬁa hiacnpna.gh and countersigned

by De Valera. 1 stopped the men who had begun to march.

mt as I turned from the gate I saw the two .'Eprarsas and

Tonds MacDonagh coming up the road. I approached MacDonagh.

I said{; “_I have only reeesived the demobilisation now".

"are the men here?", he sald. I answered, "Yes". "gell, tell

them to ge home in groups end to0 stand-to and be ready for a

mddan mnbiligat_ion":'_. We parted and I told the men. I think

it was about 35.45 then.

I went home, bittprly diaa;ppaiz_xtvad, and thinking here 1s
another case of conflicting orders. I went to bed very tired
and disappointed that night and did not waken t1ll 10.30 on

Easter Monday when I heard a rapping on the dopr. I ran down
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to the door and a man named Stephenson was f.hsra with an’

order that "E" Company was to parads at 10.amat Beresfard

. Place,  "Lock here", I uai.d. "ynu are hanﬂ.ing this to me at

10.36% "It can't be halpadﬂ heé na.'l.d, “you are to 4o the

best you can", and he went awey.

I had a written moblilisation scheme bnt how was I t0
mtiata it quiakly I got my brother up nnrl_ t0ld him h&_
would have to help mobilise the uau;pw. He said, "I'll do

no guch thing’f". “nun't rnuknow', he aa.'l:l. 'mt since I en

Assistant Battalion Qua_rtemae_tar I am no longer a member of

"E" Comgany and must report to Haa.d.qwtara" without

pntt:l.ng on a cnl'.l.ar or my puttees and w.i.thunt 1an:l.n3 ny boots

Iwntfaranmaaka,anmmm mmon‘.lya

- da vaa -

littla 'hﬂ'.‘? then, E gm him some mohiliuntim orders.

-E malf aallnd to a nou;p:l.e of moh:ll:lsara. I had timed the

mobilisation for 11.30 at Dukle:r Roaﬂ a:ltho-nsh I knew very

mllthathalrthumancnummgat thnr-e.r Icmhnck into

the house, d_raa_qad mysslf, got my revolver, etc. and went off

%0 Oskley Road.

It was Just 11,30 when I arrived. I found there ebout

10 men, In another fow minutes a 2nd Lisutenant nsmed Darcy

came along, Paddy Doyle (Milltown), Musketry Inatructor,

was, nlap there, Doyle was later killed in ulum:l.lliqgﬁ House.
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I gave Doyle orders to remein in Oskley Road and at 12 o'clook

. to move off then to Beresford Place with as many men as had

reported, leaving one man in Oakley Road to direct late ones,

I got Darcy to fetch a hackney car and Darcy andi I went &n the

. hmknar car to Hd.lltawn, Dundrum and Goatstown. The 1dsa was

t;.u try and muhili;a the autlp'ing districts. I called aga
ﬁh';z houe;e in Milltown and collected a Ise Enfield rifle,

I walnt. on ;o ct;llan; anﬂ I}illons; of mnﬂrwn. ' I. did n_u';'. see 'bhﬂ.
Company adjutant, Aleo Gullen, but I told his brother and

father that the men were to be contacted at once and got into

Beresford Place.

I then went on to Goatstown and neither of the

. cu.nninghama were in, It must be remenbered that in country

! Church/
distriocts they work on bank hnl:l.daya and dun‘t work on Holidays

80 that quite a number of the men were mking. I found I had

no more time and was: anxious to get back to command my Company

-and returned at once to Omskley Road.

I found it deserted and then drove stralght through the

¢lty to Bereaford Placq. about 25 men had gone in from Qakley

‘Roads 4 few later reported to BOIanﬂs, the Q. P. c). » the Mail

foica and the collage of Surgeons, On the way into the city

we noticed an air of excitement, Then crossing Butt Bridgs

. — s - e Fl - s

! h.egrdl some firing going on up the Liffey. I_ aubsequently
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The jarvey became very

L

found out 1t was at the Four Courts.
nervous but I made him go on. I paid him off at the steps of

Liberty Hall and Darey and I entered. At the foot of the
stairs at Liberty Hall I saw a very excited young man.

Etranga to‘ ;ay he wa;. 1:;1 Wnluntean-_ uniform, I asked hﬁn,
“ghere 15 eomana.am _m#%?ﬂl; He saiﬁ, varyamitadly,
i 5o, Shst, T At s o st foush Tt Ho,

14 vas dogerted. I ran down again, ebused tils youss man for

having aant ms _c;n ;Iﬂld goose chase, and he then stammered,
they are in the General Post Gffice. Thoy havo takon tho
Gonerad. Fost artioor. _
Darcy and I proceeded around 'qxlr Bden Quay, passed the
A&bbey meatra; turned left in;o Abbey Eiltraat and thel;a
I haard éom_:d.é of crashing ﬁhicﬁ éae_mad. to come from the
ﬁ.i_reutiqn of tha_ Gy P, O, I forgot aboﬁt Darcy and began to
run and turned into O'G_MJ.J. Street and él_aw the winﬁpmal of
the G,P,0, being broken out and the u‘lndnwa being barricaded.
I dm;haﬁ_ up tntha f:-ont door; I;: wa_a'_ opensd af;. once aé
i ‘m.ia-u recoé;.-il.;;-;-i a.nd 111 uniform, and.l I ra;pbl;t.'.aﬂ ;0 P.H, Pearse.
He .tolél. me ;.o ;po;r:t 1;.0 {}qlnnon} who ;a.a now D/G.. Dublin

I sald to Comnolly: "I em O/G, "E" Company, 3rd

Gmm..
© Battalion. Is my Company here?". He sald, "No". I got a
terrible shock. Connolly said: “_‘Inu'naad. not worry about
& A - R .
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this; they ere with Commandant De Valera® I sald, "May I go

~with them?", He sald, "No. Commandant De Valera:is well

enough supplied with officers and he is short of men."
I heard afterwards that Paddy Doyle had proceedsd in the

direction of Beresford Place and somewhere near Holleas Street

he was met by a couple Of men of the Srd Battalion who advised
Doyle tc'ta_.'u tha_mﬂn-n._t! once mtlo Bulandaﬂilln where

Commandant De #Jale::_q;. hed! taken possession.  Doyle said:

"My instructions are to0 proceed to Beresford Place", However,

he oonsénted to wait for word from De Valeras. The person who

stopped h:l.m raturﬁ from Bolands in a few mimutes: urith._arﬂara
ﬁr m that t-h-e ﬁn I'B_:I‘.‘ﬂ. 1:;:: proceed to Bnlanda and I?a#alm:-u
repurtaﬂ u.t onee t.o t}unnnlly Ihat haﬁ happemd.

I had to be uqn#ani-: to remain in the G.P.0. and I was
glven :‘:harg\a .uf tha ‘l‘ilﬂﬂ'll'ﬂ .t;n the right as you look ﬂt:lt of the -
middle door .'on the ground rlnuu.-; We reinfort-:ad_ tha barricades
at the windows with all kinﬂ.a of heavy bocks, ate. Later we
Built up a second line of barricades on top of the counters with
h@ ©of ooal in qn;a we ﬁa Ha_ataﬁ. from the windows.

I . N
@eorge Plunkett tock tuwrns with me in command of those windows.

When we had the thing more or less straightened out I got

a job to bring ocut about a dozen men and relieve men who were

posted at the corner of Henry Sireet, the cormer of Mary Street

5
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and Liffey Street, at the cornmer of Liffey Street and Middle

#bbey Street and at the corner of Abbey Street and 0'Connell

4

Street. I 4did not know whqt inatruction_a. the men had, so

I told those whom I replaced them with, that in case of an

advance by the enemy they were to open fire and send back one

of their number with word end tske cover,

after that 0'Rahilly got me t0 asslst him in collscting
Postal Orders, money, stamps and m_rything that might be of

?glua from a.';l the drawers. They were smpt;ed into sacks

from the drawers and with the assistance of a couple of men

were carried upstairs and placed in a room overloocking

E;-ima_'a Street. The room nsrﬁ_ to that was used for

prisoners and I think that the guard on the prisoners was

.&lso keeping an eye on the valuables,

I raided the Metropole Hotel for £ood and bedding,

' Our transport wae one Of those Post Office basket cars and
when I entered the Metropole Hotel I saw g :Britiéh Officer
making a: haatr retreat upstalrs, I sent a man after him and

he capiured his .45 and a sword,

Vihen I entered the Metropole Hotel the Manager, a

foreigner, stood in my way and saild; "You camot enter here",

I sald, "We are entering and you better not try to stop ua",



L b

20,

' He said: "My duty is to prevent unauthorised persons from

entering this ;pla:oa"_, and again got in my way. I saw what

he really wanted end I pushed him with the flat of my arm out

of the way. Ho was satlisfled he had dons his duty, s0 he
turned after me then and sald, "What do you want?". Ho sald:

'_*pill you give me a receipt for what you have taken?".

- Y

I aaid, “ma“ and we prncaadaﬂ. at onece to teke any fuudatuffs

we wanted and a certain amount of bedd:l.ng. He nroﬁunad the
raneipt later on when alaiming compensation, I remenber

ﬁhilly wing that we would raquira to ha:va a awplr of

eandl&a_ in .case the ~1:Lght was cut off and instead of aatting

out tn.emanﬂqar them he inatructed a Cumann ne mBan girl

to purchase them and I gave her the money, She purchased the

candles and gave me the change out of a pound note.

I was 1n nmmd of the winﬂm ﬁafurp-mntiunad when
it was reported that the British were moving intc action
a._ga.zl.nt;!t us. ‘the Hél#nn Pillar partly obacured my view of
the oncoming lancera'-_; but m-dgré-. were .1.;|med (x think by

Joseph Plunkett) to hold fire until a general order was given.

We all crowded to the windows mﬂ thruat our weapona through

the barricade and just as the firat two lancers came into

view of my window, someons let off a shot and with that

I immediately gave the order to fire, Some lan'qara and
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several horses were shot and the remainder of them galloped

BWEY.

Ons of my men on the windows on Monday afternoon told
me that I was required at the window, that there were two
strange-locking men outside and I went to the window and -

I amr two cbviously foreign men, .Judging by the appearance

of their faces I tock them to be seamen. I aakad what they -
wan'}:ed; Tha Bmallerh of-i;ha two apnke. He éaid: "I am
from Bwaﬂan; my :t‘r:l.und from Finlanﬁ. e ;arant *;c.figl'-xt.

Hay we aﬂu; ;ﬁ?_“, I ujkad him why a Swede and a Finn wnul.d.

want to fight against the British. I asked him how he had

arrived. He sald he had come in on a ship, they were part

of a crew, that his filend, the Fimn had no English and that

he would a:pla_:ln.

30 I sald: "I'I.'Bll me why you want to come in here and

rd_.ght against England.“_. He sgid: '_'Finland, a small gountry,
Russia eat her up". Then he said: "Sweden, another emall
eountry, Ruseia eat her up too,. Bussla with the British,

therefare, we asa:!.nat“._ I sald: "Can you fight. Do you

L. - cw - - - -

know how to use a weapon?". He said: "I can use a rifle,
My friend - no. He can use what you shoot. the fowl with".

I said: "A shotgun". I deaided to admit thems I took

them in and got the Swede a.rifle, the Finn a shotgun.
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I put them at my own winﬂ._owa.

Th:are. was another alarm and again we manned the windows -
but it was a false alarm. ‘Everyone cocked his piece,

including the Finn, who cocked his: shotgun. T¥hen the alarm

passed he stepped down off the barricade, banged the shotgun

agalnst the terrazzo floor and off it went and down came a

shower of plaatar over six or seven of us. Joe Plunkett ran’ X

up on hearing the &:;p_los.ion'qm started to abuse the Finn,

The Finn locked at him, locked at me, at everyone. Joe aaid.{

"Gan you not talk, man?". The Swede epoke up and said: ™"No,

é;& had no E_ngi!.iahf. "iho -a:'e rou?" Joa aaid. I ;nta:wangd"
then am I ez-;:-llainaﬂ 0 Joe. Juallaqkad at me and said:
wmzing, .'bu'r. ohvinu;ly that man there 1; a d.anger“_; pointing
to the Finn. "We will have to get him amthér place out at

the back of the Main Hall,

' Some of our men were f:l.lling frult tins with a::plcsivaa
and hit; of matal and Joe thought it would keep him out of
danger at the tima. I was tra:;mferring the Einn when the
Swede spoke up: “mré he gn, I go; we together®, I ha.ti_tu
take the two of them. They were there to the end and were
caﬂurad.. The Eyede; through h:l.; c.tt:rm"ml.,r gbt out in no time, -
The Finn was with us for 'bhr;a waké; He was with us in

Eilmainham Jail. The Finn was not a Catholic. He had no
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IEngliah but before he left ha was ang the Roaar:r in

23.

Iriah. His neme was ']IDW Hakapaltia ~ his name appears
in the S§inn Péin Handbodk, Iriah Times. I never h_aa_rd

the Swede's name,

I have no ciaar memory of Tuesday mnrhing of doing

anything narticular but on Tuuaﬂay afte:-nuan I was sent

- .

for by t}onmlly He sald: "I want you to gO over to

take uhw&a of Reia"a and the D.B.C" Reis's was on the

: eorner of abbar Street and the :I).B.c. nuxt door,. He a_aiﬂ.:

“"Oaptaln Weafer ﬂ:o wag in command of the post, is in

huapitm:l.f_. Ea mantionad t.hat we had ama‘bod.v in the

Eibernian Bank. I now knnw that there w;ua a Firai:. ald

Post in 'r.he Hibernian Bank.
He called a tm:lut, Miass Kaarnar I think it was,
and he diotated an ordsr. He commenced the order by

Pp—— ca - - - L T = aa om

addressing 1t to me personally, but after the typist had

printed my name he t0ld her to remove the sheet from the

machins and commence again. This time he hesded the.

order %Po the Officer in Charge",
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" Army of the Irish Rgapuhlic

(Dublin Command)

Headguarters. : Date 26th April 1916.

' mo

Officer in Charge Reis's and D.B; C.

' The main purpose of your post is :tp protect our
wireless station, Its secondary purpose is to obgerve
Lower fbbey Strest and Lower 0'Connell Street,
Commandser in the D.B,C., whatever food and utensils you
require, Make sure of a plant:!.ful mply of water |
wherever your men ares  Break all glass in the windows
of the rooms occupled by you for fighting purposes.
Establish a connectlon between your forces in the D, B.C.
and Reis's bui,'l.d.ing. Be sure that the stairways
leading immediately to your rooms are well barricaded. -
Helhgwa & post in the house at the cornmer of Bachelor's
Walk, in tha Metropole Hotel, in the Imperial Hotel,
in the Genara_q; Euatﬁ Office. The a_:u:-eat:l.ons from which
you are likely to be attacked are from the Custom House,
and_from the far side of the river, D'Olier Street or
maiwagnd_ _a;;geei-.. We believe there is a eniper in
Mcﬂjrne:,rl'_n on the far side of the river. y

Signed. Jemes Gonnolly,
' | Commandant- General.
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I underatood I was deputlsing for Captain Weafer whose
own coﬁmanr was there, I we._nt over %o Ra_i;'; and haﬂ. ‘.bu
introduce myself as I kﬁ nobody there., Paddy McGrath aﬁd |
‘;i::l.:l.;-. s-mn wl';o got hi; e&-a out, and a man named ‘Mulvey from Bray
were there; the re;t were black strangers. ma;ta:l.r; in the
m-.réle;% Rot-:.m of _tﬁa atlantic College I E;a,w E'ergua-; Kelly

and Bl:l.ma:,r G'Gcmnor. Blime:.r was engaged on the job of

elinﬂ:ring up the wirerlaaa mast to fix some wires and he was

being sniped at all the time, but he fixed it. How he had the

pluck to carry on and how he was not riddled beats me.

I learned from Fergus Kelly that he could send out messages

but that the instrument was unable to receive. He could not
send them very far but perhaps ships could pick them up end

relay them. .

I proceeded as in.si;ructa& in the order to barricade the
'l:»t:u.:l.uzi:h::.g;r £111 all avéilabla TEEBElﬂ-; w_i_tl_a water and
imea‘-ﬂtla:.lgate t;.he .pa;;i‘bﬂ:‘i;:—i.a;: of the usa of the tower of the
D. B. G, a an cbservation pce;t. I eétablgéhaa communication
hat._w.en Rﬂliﬂ'-'E' and tha D, B. G, b:;f th?nwing planks;u across the

rere windows of each building. On the banister of the window

outalide the Ballroom of the D, B. C. I bhad a rolled oar:pat

pla.cad and I-got down hehind it in order if possible, to deal

- - - A

with the sniper in McEirney's, ‘g.stona Quay. Bullets: came over
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" alright and I appeared to see what I took to be a servant in

the middle top window of MoBirney's.

After dusk had fallen I saw the spit of a rifle 'bas:l.de

this figure. I had taken a 5-shot B. 8. A 303 rifle from

the E.P. 0. in placa of the Lee Enfleld I had. hruumt :}.n

{hacausa the lee Enfield had ﬂiaappaared). - While I was

taking this B.a.a. rifle a man named Hurray, close friend

of h:!.g John G Mahony, called out for G*Hahany. 0'Mahony

'cama and aa.ia., "that's my rifle". Then somsbody else whom

1 fo:-gat aaiﬁ, _“Iaa_ra it with Liam". "I happen to know he has

an excellent shot".,  @hen I saw the spit of the rifle

_I auddanly tho-u.ght that tha figure I had seen was a tallor's

duammy and. that the anipar was aparatin,g rrum bab;l.nd‘. furth.er

back in the room,  I. 1mea1a1:__elr fired at the epot where

'I saw the flame, I fired five rounds and on the following

mnrning I counted two h:l.ta near the ;jam of ths win&uw, ﬂ;xe
other: three hullats got th:-ough and from that on there was

no fu.l'thﬂr firing from that building,.

During #hat night somsons had let loose a lot of

~ horses; maybe they were hungry or might have been released

from a place on fire., Some of our boys thought it might be

cavalry and blew out the lamp in front of the premises with

a shotgun so that .the enemy would not see us at the window,
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- things used in cnﬁactim. We lifted one of these into -

K2
Next morning myself and another, a stranger to me (he

was. a young red-head) went up into the tower of the D.B.G

We coulﬂ. see the Halga down the river. We al_laq saw an ensmy

| srmm on thﬂ tor of mrinit:r collaga. They munt have observed

us. Ilachim-gu.n fire was apanad on the tower of the D.B.G.

amad

Lo e ' e - - -

{whiuh I think was mnatly constructed of unppar), tha

_"Imlleta went clean through :I.t, 1mk11y without striking either

of us.

' we dived down through the opening into the room below in

which was staored boxes of raisins, currants, etc. and all

s

the opening of the tower, pushed another beside it and 80 on

until we had a. barricade erected on the Trinity College side .
of the tower., W then got into position and replied to the

fire from Trinity {:o_llaga, and to our amazement they cleared

off the roof. (I think our fire must have disabRed their

_ machine-gun). The Helga bombarded Liberty Hall. Since the

tower of the D,B.C. was aus:h a good obeervatlon post

- . I . LT " \
I :I.natmtad the man who was with me not to fire any more

from it but report on everything he saw. ' We did fire about

four rounds at ‘I‘-ha Halgat i‘ro:n the roof of the ].x_];._o.

I think it was sbout mlidday on E'adm_nday when in ‘the

eourse of an inspectlon I saw from a side window overlooking

]



£

#)

28, _
the Hibernian Bank,' Captein Weafer who was in the Hi‘barnqia_n‘

Bank. - I ghouted to Woafer: "Welcome back. I am now

returning to the G.P,0." He waived his hand end shouted:

. "Right oh". I had great difficulty in getting down the

stairs of R?%g;a as we :.b.'ad 1t barricaded with chairs from 'bhﬂ
door up. I emerged on the ;traat and a;udd_anly ‘there was-: a
‘hm-st of machine-gun fire ﬁ-:triking the Hibernien Bank.
The firing was ;o :I.nten;a that alnuda of d:ust war; falling
down on to the pal'l'.;-.h from the impast of the bullets.

I dﬂﬁ'ﬂ.l-i;d ';u crné; 0'001:::&11 atraa'l-:- f;mdia;ely after a |
‘hurat anﬂ. ;pz;;.n‘éad choz;é the s-n;.raa‘(; when I thought the timﬂ

was ripe. QAs I ;tarted to qprint I heard u_s_omat.hing flop

-'on the firat flaor of the Hibarnian and thought I haard

"My Jesus! nm-c:.r“. but I diﬂn't know whether I had heard it
right or nut, I was wan:l.ng hob na.ilad buuts.- When in the
middle of ﬂ'annmll H’sraet 1 wanted to change direction

suddenly as the machine gunner waé on to me and hullgts ‘werél
striking the roadway at my feet, the nails of the boots tha.n
glid on tha p;swing atonaa anri I cams a cropper; When I arrived
at the .GuP.D. I di;cm'arad tha.; I had left my haversack
cont.e;in:l.ng, amn.gnt nther thina:a my ;huving gﬂal‘, and

I decided to return to Reis's for it and successfully

negotliated the journey to and f.m,l being all the time under

machine~gun fire, -
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When I returned to the G.P.0, I went to my window, saw

George Plunket;t whu_ suggested that I. élmulﬂ. hava_a zfeqt.

i la.y duwn unm_ar‘a. caunj;ar. I was ahnu;; to ﬁ_attl_e m.vaal;f‘
when Joseph ;E'lmﬂcg-tt locked a_'l.: me and sald: ‘_';.pan't you
supposed to be in charge of Rais_:'q and the D.B.G.?“ I to_lﬂ.
him that Captain Weafer was again on duty and that I ﬁs glad
to ses hin out of hospital. I asked Plunkett. was; there
mthing -@_:_:mng and whilg I w_a;tglking to hM,_._wnnd cams a}_lung'
t_hai; Captain wg@far had been killed in the Hibernian Bank |

and possibly this was the thud and flop I had heerd.

I then aalned__ permission to go back again, I went with
Plunkett .';n G_onnully 0 do B0, CQonnolly said ‘_'_Ho.- I want
you :hu ga' to the Iruqf and relie;a_Lieutanant_ Hick Bolaﬁd
(“_E!'!_mﬂur; 4th Battalinn. .(PBaI'.E.L;'E;I}) and let him come -down
for & msa_au;L. . I sent word to Rsi:;'a that Liqutenanf |
remains 1n'-cumandf:._. I wa:;_t up to the roof and relisved
Boland. We were not 'Lj:t-mn being fired at on the‘fouf.

Boland reported back after having a meal and on m;r way down

I heard gomeone shouting that the Gresham Hotel was occupied

by the British. I had a look through the window on the

Henry Street corner and I could see a movement on the parapet

of the Gresham. I thought I could see the figure of a

soldier lying in the lead gutter facing our way. . I got into
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position and fired, but while getting my sights on, he fired

first. His bullet struck the granite edge of my window and.
ricochetted past me, taking dm a bilg plece of pla:ater from

#

the wall opposite the window.

_The dust of the granite blinded me. I was very angry
and it waf; half an hour before I_wal; able to u;a my eyes.
I then went to the window.again. 4 young fall#w had;‘nean _
firing from this window with a high-powered .22. It was this
rifle I used, and at my firr;t_ ghot the sniper calaaed firing.

I saw one of his comrades emerging from a skylight, more in the

nature of a door, flop into the parapet gutter and ;_uu;l.l the

_sniper by the legs back in through the skylight. This was

¢

rapeated twice mare.

B . L - :
In the Poat Office at several times I saw an Indian Army

uff:l.ear, an Irishman I belleve, assisting Dr. James Ryan.

-

- He had his tunic off. I also saw a Dublin Fusilier and a |

Gonnacht Ranger assisting in washing and peeling potatoes.

The Dublin Fusllier volunteered to go lnto action with us but

this was the job allotted to him, You must remember that

¥ had practically no sleep and I camnnot even remember what

meals I had.

From this on things were very slack at my windows, 80
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I decided t0 go on the roof as there were rumours of action:

|_.‘1'

il

there. . This was a];out Fr:l.d_.t_w.

I went wp with Lieutenant Bola.nﬂ_. He preceded me up
the ladder w_h:loh led out on to the roof through a trap door,
There was a. young man abnu# 18 years of age there, He was a

very thin young fellow and half his body was inside the

‘building and from the waist up was exposed, = He had the job
of holding a heavy hose pipe in such a manner as %0 bend it

round a chimney breast on the roof, The roof was then under

L]
L] . .

ar;illafy fire.

As Boland and I approached him I could hear his teeth

o)

- chatter. I saw him hold up the hose with one hand and take
his handkerchief from his pocket and insert it into his mouth
and he bit on that while Boland.and I passed him 80 as not to

let two officers hear his teeth chatter. I thought that

fellow was the bravest man I ever saw. I don't know his name.

At that time the roof was not on fire but it was
expected that incendiary shells would be dropped on it and the
idea. of using the hose.was to flood the lead roof with water

in order to combat such shells.

< Boland and I had just emerged on to the roof when a shell

burst besgide us. The gpot seemed to be suddenly deprived of
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air and we were lefit gaasping. I saw two spots of blood on

Boland's face and ran to catch him as I believed he might be

dangerously wounded but he puaheq me off, wiped the blood off

his face with the back of his hand end sald, "Don't mind that,
it's only b..... shrapnel". Boland had been in the South

m;rican.WBr.

Some of the roof gerrison wera relleved from time to time
in relays. I was having a meal below when the incendiaries
. . . ; o
uaﬁa over. The water, of course, was quite uselese and these

incepdiaries melted the lead I understand, and so the building

was set on fire. It burned from on top downwards, floor after

- floor. It was well ablaze on FriQay nighte At the same time

the Imperial Hotel opposite and many buildings on that sids of

the streei were also on fire,

I think it was on Thursday night that the garriaon of
the Impﬂrial ran out of foodstuffs and Hnal lemass and, I think,
two others volunteered to cross undﬂr fire to the @GP, 0, in

order to replenish their stores. They were given sacks of

" bread, and dashed back across the street with the sacks on

their backs. To our great horror thﬁ imparia; door. from which

they had emerged was closed and we thought every instant would
see them drop but eventually they succeeded in gaining an

entrance,
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I noticed from Thursday there were many tracer bullets

used by the British and a constant shower.of such bullets hit

the Nelson Pillar. 'Thé front of the G.P, Q. racaivec{ very

little rifle fire. From the time that the buildings on the
opposite side of O'Connell Street went on fire we ceased to
fear any frontal at-tack. Mqra the fire reached the ceiling

of the ground floor the éarnison was assembled and ordered to

take provisions in preparation for evaduation, There were

piles of cﬂnkai rashers, some ham, I think, cases of eggs and

bread, ﬁhieh ‘were haatiir divided. I ramamfbar one man named

Gallagher who was assisting to slice some meat, got his hand in
the slicer and sliced a piece off his thumb and he inmediately

pasged 1t on beiween two pleces of bread as a sandwich.

- The men were supplied rather sparingly w_i_th the food and
Desmond Fitzgerald who was: in charge of the catering was
heartily cursed in every sa_:i.l in Englami where men were con@ined

when, starving with hunger, they_;hought of the food they had

loft behind them in the G.P.O, I myself even dreamt of it.

]?inallr; Piecea.' of burning timber began to fall from the
cﬁiil_.ing over ue;. - I remember éaeing men carry bread boards
fill of home made "br;rmba.,_ is84 tin cans with a piacg of fuse
;tickj_.ng out of the top;_ thel end of which had been dipped in

match compoadtion, and damp sacks had to be placed acrosﬁ these |
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for fear they would light and explode. I heard Tnm Clarke

declere that he would never 1aa.vel the G;.P.. 0, alive, He said:
“You can all go and leave me here. ;'11 g0 down w:tth- tha-
building". He hed an automatic pi;tli.:ll and wa; f:.lnallz;r
prevailed upo:-n_ to.go with the others, I thipk 1t was

MacDermott who finally persuaded him otherwise.

Although there was' no sign of puhic I felt that panic

might set in. I had a supply of cigara which I had teken

f:-om t-he Hatropola. I 1it one of these and walked up and
down trying to a.ppaar as nonchalant as possible. I did this:

because I was an ofticér and felt tha._t the eyes of the men

were on me as they woulﬂ_ be on all officers, but inwardly

I was very far from feeling as nonchalent as I assumed to be,

There was grave danger that the ceiling would now

collapse bringing a burning mass down on top of us,  Although

I did not see what was going on at the Henry B_tréat- glde 4door

at that time, I learned that O'Rehilly had left the building
with about 356 men in an effort to open t.ha1 way of retreat
through Moore 8treet, At this point I thought a song would

be a good thing and I sang the “ﬁuﬁhra' Jong", accompanied

hyactma.tmmmnangirl nam:lﬂadgel?agan. Shortly aft.tar

this I went to the Henry Street door to see what was happening

and I saw most of H.Q. staff there, the two Pearses, Plunketi,

MacDermott, Tom Clarke,
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P, H, Pearse called me. He informed me that O'Rahilly

had not returned and he asked me would I take some Volunteers

and see what I aouldldo in the way of securing a place to which

bl

the garrison could be evacuated in the direction of Moore

Street. I thought a smell party would be best and I pointed

to the nearest seven men. I had an ofﬂc@r'ﬂnsmﬂ which we

had captured earlier and in order to put up a show I Jjumped out

into the street, wailved 1t over my head and shouted "Come on'.

e . - e A e e =

I dld not know the position at the time as to how far the ehemy

might have penstrated and I expected 0 come under fire and to -

my great surprise did not.

We rushed across the road into Henry Place and at the end

of Henry Place turned the corner left and when we showed up

opposite Moore Lane we came under fire from troops apparently
in Parnell Street or some little distance up Moore Lane. We
stooped and ran across. .The only damage done was one man's

belt was cut through with a bullet..

The corner house of Moore Street (now occupied by Bacon,

Shops Ltd. ) seemed the best place that could be got egpecially

as my mind was then ruming on the imminent danger of the
cttllapse of the celling in the . P, 0. I instructed the men to

enter at once and dashed back myself to the angle of Henry Place.

The reason I did that was T did not feel like asking any of the
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Volunteers to cross under fire agailn at Moore Lane, and then

dashed in the direction of the {}..P,O. The slde t.'l‘oor geemad

rather crowded and I shouted at once "Come onl‘r'_, and the\
garrlason poured out into Hemry Place with no semblance of

L

order.

I was: searching through the men for Pearse. :

- I eventually found him and accompanied him back down to the

angle of Henry Place. LI. showed him where my men were and
polnted out to_pim that tlllera waa.l vgr;-;lr heavy ::I.;-ing on a white-
wa;llaed cottage which faced Moore Lane, He then t0ld me 'to take
what men I mﬁaq and aa;a as' rearguard, I tock three men and
we ;tatiomd om;alve; at the junction of Henry Place and
Eanr;r 81;1'6&1;; I learned aftermd.a that either _Jpea.raa had
taka_n me up wrong or ths peréan. to whom he iaquad. inatructianal
took him up ‘wrong and: it was underétond through this error
that there wa; hBHEJ: firing from the white-waghed cot_tags
instead of on the whita—wm;haﬂ. cotta.ge. and that about a dozen
men were detaliled to charge the wh:l.ta—wae-@ad cottage in order

t0 clear it and a number of these were wounded by the firing

from -Haura Lane bei_'orq they gained an entrance.

I also heard that when they did gain an entranse they

found a .45 gervice revolver, the remains of a meal at a teble.
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The assumption was that some ensemy agent had been using it.

_Eventually the last of the garrison passed from my sight.

T could hear tremendous orashes in the G.P.0. and the heat

wan; 80 ip’;e;:.;a that T had to retreat down Henry Place, bit
by ‘bi;*.. There were a couple of ;enﬂmnt houses in Henry
Place and I thought 1t would be a good idea to occupy a
eouple of ﬂ.nﬂwa in them. The doors of these two houses
wai:'a locked and I tﬁmd the corner of the angle, entered by
a stable of G‘Ed.en 8, Mineral Watar Factm, in an a.ttanmt

to get into thnae houaas from the rere,

I climbed& up an outslide stairs, thinking I was getting

in the general direction of the houses and entered the door,

- PR e - —n o= . e - - - - -

The Turid flames from the hurnina 'build:l.ngs* tha.t. moment

ﬂauhad. up anﬂ discloged sbout a dozen heads ranged along

- -

the room and gpparently without 'bodias. I put nw hand on

mmeth:l.ng hairy and marl;r dled with rrig:t I then found

1t was a workshop belonging to Drago, a Hairdresser & Wig

Maker. I then heard a voice say, "I surrender. Don't

ahoot", but I could not see anything, 4 man advanced from

the ‘hg.ck of the room with a hqaﬁa in his hand, He was in

Volunteer uniform, middle aged. I calmed him down and we
descended the stairs together. I then went back to Henry

Place, The two men who entered O'Brien's: with ms had
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disappeared, but the third man walved to me from the post in

Moore Street. A barricade had been thrown across by the
retreating garrison at the head of Moore Lane.’

- an f - e .' . . - *_..
I joined him and found that the garrison was engaged

in breaking through the walls of houses of thig bloek in
the directlon of Parnell Street. I reported to Jos Plunkett -

what had taken place, I must mention at this point that the

. eorner of the Hemry Street/Moore Street block had begun to

burn.  Plunketi then said; "You can now take turns with the
squad Of men in breaking through the walls with the others. -
I was: rather exhausted end hungry and the only thing I could

get t0 eat was a raw egg and a square of Chivers Jelly.

I ate this and then made my way through several holes until

I came to where men were working. I g_ot some fresgh men and

proceeded with the work allojbta& to me,

A curious thing occurred here.about the middle of the

Moore Street block through which we were boring - I had got

.through one wall having handed over picks and crowbars %o a

fresh gang, I dropped on the floor under a table to be out of

the way and I noticed a harse rug rolled up. I thought

'I should cover myself with thj.s_ end when I unrolled it

I found it had the name of the horse embroidered uﬁ it. The

name was "Irish Volunteer". “ It was owned by a car owner
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named McGurls: who was kncwn as the "Brave mblin Jarvey"

because he had saved a number of people from drownil_.ng.

When we got as far as: Hanlon's Fishﬂhc:p I saw a
nurber of our wounded I;ring about. They were quite

cheerful although in some cases t.hoy me wounded through

the 1unga There was one British soldier thsra, shot

t.hrough the thigh, and he was moaning and ea:-oaning This

was a fellow who had been given the opportunitr of leawing

the Genaral Post Bff:l.ce with the other prisonere on Friday

night but had been afrald tn do so0 in case thay woulti 'be

ghot down, B

m:amﬂmlrmmhwiahaumgthat :

Seén Hacmu@:lin on the strength of his knowing the district

veory well, was inatruatea to get the remainder of our foraea

to, I believe, Hill:l.ama & Woods Factory across Parnell Etrea;‘h

into Kinga Inng: Streut, that haing the nsxt st.mngast

- - -

buiid.ing rithin aaa:r reach, It was proyuaaﬁ. that 18 men

with fi::ad ‘hmneta under the command of captain Gsorge

Plunkatt should . assanmla in the yard of I{Hlly'a Pish Shop,

[ pe -

aud.d.anly emerge into what is now known as D'Rﬂxﬂl@- ma&a,

turn lefi and then riglat and t:h.arge the harrinaﬂa held. by

tha Britigh at the Parmn Htreat end of Moore atraat.

There was no proper way of cwer:l.ug this charge and
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I personally thought ;.1: was doomed to failure. I remamher_'

George Plunkett: getting these men ready to go. He had to

gelect men who had rifles on which bayonets could be fitted

and he had to collect somse 'baynnéta. from VYolunteers whose

rifles they did not £it for thia PUrpoOBse.
At thet time I heard no talk of surrender. I sought a
brief rest on a bed in Kelly's house alongside Tom Clarke.

It seemed to me I had just laid my back down on the bed when

I was ehaken up by, I think, M.W. O'Reilly, who sald I was
wanted in Headquariers room. I am ungble to state if

Tom Glarke accompanied me there.

L]

In the room I saw Joe Plunkett, Se&n MacDermoti,

Willie Pearse, Diarmuild Lynch, Michael Stalnes and others

whose namea I cannot recollsct q.:ﬁ the moment. - Connolly ﬁas '

lying on s stretcher in the room. This may have bean/

another rodm in Kelly's house or in a room in the house next

door to Kall:,r_’s. M. W.- O'Reilly told us to divest ourselves

:0f our arms and amunition and told us we were to take

Commandant General Connolly to Dublin Castle Hospital.

We still heard nothing about a surrender.

Four men were detailed to carr;rl connolly. .frha names
are, Paddy Byrne, Seumas Devoy, Michael Nugent and Tallon,

Michael, I think. The three offlcers were, Diarmuid Lynch,
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Michael Stasines and myself. Willie Pearse preceded us
downstalrs, aﬁanad the door and exposed a white flag. We '_got |

a signal from the end of the street and we marched and
proceeded towards Parnell Street., Standing in the lane

opposite U.'Ra.hillyrrarade; i.e. .on.tbﬂ other side of Hoore

ajbraat; waa. a Bolﬂ:;.qr- with a H:I.lls;ﬁ bomb in h:l.s hand. I.:,ring
partly round the corner of U“'I.lah:llly.P_araﬂa a; well BBI can '
ramamber; partly on i‘b; face wgns; the body of D'Rahil?.y; |

I thought I saw marks of bullets from the left hip to the

rig:t shoulder,

The barricade at the Parnell Street end of Moore Street

- was simply erammed with British soldiers bending over it and

more standing behind them again and on it were two mechine guns,

-

Facing up Cole's Lane - it runs parallel with Moore Street -

was a plece of. Ertillerr, prdebly a 4.7. Every house in

Parnell Street was cramsed with British soldiers and an

overflow of the troops were lying down on the pathasa. Just

~around the corner of Moore Street towards the Parnell

Monument, a couple of yards or so, we were searched,

Having 1_11:.51-_&113 obeyed the order to divest myself of

arms, I had not removed the dcoccuments in my ppcket = the

documents were the Mgbllisation order for Easter Monday, the

Demobilisation Order of the day before, a leaflet showing the
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equipment we carried, the Order issued to me as officer in

charge Reis's and the D, B.C. Whether I carried. Eoin MacNeill's
letter to.Father MacMahon or not, I am unce_z_-tain, as I had

been showing it to guite a’ mmber of people during the week,

Two rounds of .38 ammmition were found in the sorner of

my tunic pocket and a Captain made a great fuss of this but

wag slilenced by a Major whom I hagrd referred to as
Major Wilks or Walsh, I am not sure which.” We were then
brought to the centre of the road and ordered to march in the

direction of the Parnell Monument, We were surrounded by

- - = - " ey

30/50; goldiers with £ixed bayonetsa. ot noﬁrse, Connolly was

being carried by the four men. We proceeded across by the

Parnell Monument and into the next portion of Parnell Street

and halted di:-a}itl.y opposite Tom Clarke's shop, a Newsagenoy &

Tnhanmniat. I undarsta.p.d that Headquarters of the British

[

units: operating a:gainaj: our post was situated there, '

a couple of officers left us, entered that bullding and .

returned and we were ordered to sbout turn and proceed back

.along by the end of Moore Street along Parnell Street through

Capel Street across Essex Bridge through Parliament Street and

through the upper gate of the. Gaatl&, l.¢. 1n Castle Street.

e .- . -

4As we passed through Parnell Street.and Capel Street every house

in these streets seemed to be occupied and masses of soldiers
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and offlcers were r_ec-lining on the road and locking out of
winﬂnws.. I took no noi;.e of the reg..*:me;n;.; Connolly w%a- a
ham man_and the four worn-out men carr;ring_ him were quite
unsble o do :;o without m.i'p.;r and during that march three of

us, officers, took turns carrying him,

Although Connolly. was in great pain he took it all
smiling, and said to our lads: “Boys, you were great".
When we entered the Upper Castle Yard we made g left wheel and

halted. Some soldiers who were knocking about the yard
i

assumed a very threatening attitude. One of them belonging to

en Irish Regiment made an attempt to get at us with a bayonst

in his hand; of cmu-aa; he was prevented by the escort.
ﬂonnollp; then wa_a; teken rram ua and brouﬁﬁ into the Castle
go;pipql and we were :Immd.:latel:-r marohed_ through the archway
into the Lower Castle Yard; tﬁﬂ r_isht and finaelly arrived
in the guard room of al_:d.p 8treet Barraéka; and we were bundled

in together with about 15 or 20 men of &ll damiptians.

3ome were, ?olunteara, some from the mtimn Army and some

1uuters, and I met a mmﬂher of my own cmpany. a doctor named

O‘Donnmms [nuu & MBpanaw H.Q.H. 111 Ehrrr}.
B_afm belng pqt into tha guard room we mra- again

aaa_rohsd. El_rur peraona}l. helongings were carefully inventoried.

- - - -

I r_'afer t0 such goods as money, pocket bocks, fountain pens, |
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and curiously enough my First Ald Outfit which was sewn

under the end of my tunic.

After a very short time spent looking around us and

recogniasing an odd person we had & little talk amongst

. ourselves and found out that none of us knew what had

h@gene&._ :I.md:l._atﬂly prior to our ba:lng detalled to bring

mnnolly to. hnapital. We ﬂiatimtly ramamharad being

instructed to take mnnolly to hoagpltal and we thouglt that

hav-ing discharged that duty wa ahoul& be raturnad to Moore

. srbreet, 80 wo ﬂac:l'.ﬂad to dmnanﬂ. our return.

I kicked on the doar and ra:-i én;mrad_ fﬁrougﬁl the spy
hole b:v;r a uor_pqrql who w‘ani-.ed to know 4id I wa.jat- my eye put
ﬁu_t for kicking up & row. I aa:l.d. we mast %Qe the Officer in
Charge of the g'u.ardanﬂ. he furthwiﬂt proceeded to find the

officer, & very young Bnﬂ. lieutenant mntually mreaantad

himaelr. Ho had the-door q;enaﬂ, advanced a few y:aceu into

tha room with an escort of two and nakaﬂ. who wanted to0 see him,

Lynch, H‘hainea a.‘nﬂ I atapped fﬂrwrd, and demanded to ‘be

returned to Hooera atraet. He sald: 'nold on a minute now;

let me understand this. Weren't you made nriaonars?"

We -replied that we were not. -'j'@a]ll, d@idn't you smrrender?".

Ve said:; "No, we had not surrendered”. He sald; "Well,

o

then, how do you came to be here2™.  and we replied that we
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had come as an escort with a wounded officer, and he then

asked what dld we wanit., Did we really want to be sent back

to Moore Street. We aiua- "Yes". "Why! Moore Street is

in ruins by this and you want to be sent back, haw-haw",

He turned on his heels and left us.

The fqllnw:l.ng morning all priﬁnﬁara were paraded outeide

the 'builﬁing and inspected by Datac:niva Offliceras and

Intelligence Officers. m were tha:i marched: $o Kilmaiﬁham

¥ - .

Jall. w recnlhctim is raultr as to when I leannad of the

iy

mran:_iar. at Kﬂ.ma:l.nhnm Jall we were marched into nal:l.n,
three men to each cell, Before being marched into his oall,

Diarmuld ILynch was ordered to plmk a tricolour bow out of his

hat. He refuasd tn do 80 and the Chief Warder struck him

undsr the chin with a batm, a:-aung 'blnoﬂ. ‘

We were not in the eells any more than ten minutes when

we were tﬁken out again and marched out of the main building ‘

and put in an upstalrs room in some amaller bullding on th_é

left, ghﬁut 30 prigoners were crammed into each rocm,

P o - - -

h

When the exsoutions began the volleys makﬁnaﬂ. us each morning
and we were informed each morning by a red-haired Royal Irish
Regiment Sergeant that owr turn would cams very soon, and he

gluaj:aﬂ. over !m;ving been present a-d-. the executions, and in: one

~instance described how he had seen the brains scattered over
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the wall,. I cannot remember how long we were:kept in

Kilmainham but I think it was from' ten days to a fortnight.
|

e l e
e ‘were then marched. over tu Richmond Bar::anka whara we

were disposed of alphabetically ;un our rooms. In the roca to

which I was allotted were two men named ¢ Tainnin, which is

the Irish form of my Own name. iThB:y wore from Galqayﬁ_ndhad
teken part in the attack on Oranmore Barracks. I was rather

proud of this. | ’

.5316‘.".'8 was a huge number of ‘imnisonara in Richmond
. |

Biqrrqeka. 4sguith came along _aqd interviewed gquite a number

of them and sipmsaad. the opinion that they were all very fine
fellows, had fought a map fight: end acted like gentlemen,
and’ ordered that they be treated. of the hﬂat. : Hia order was

taken litarally by the chief cook|who haﬂ been emlowd,

I believe, in the mlphin Hotel, and from the date of Asquith's

= - -

visit until I was shifted to Enutarori about 'r.ha 6th June N

had eggs and ham for 'hreakfast, t:l.na of :{am, genuins Butter

i |
and porridge (if anyone liked 11;) For dinner we had roast

| ' :
beef or perhaps mutton and plenty of vegetsbles (far more than

we could eat), more bread, jem, but-har and tea., Tea was on a

a:lmilar lavish acale, whﬂa the aold:lars garriaoning the place

1

were on the rougheat of ratiuna, and. in. carrying the gtuff from

the cock house to our q_uarte_ara we w{ara beaelged by hungry
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soldiers, begging tins of jam, hunks of cheese or bread or

anything that could be comweniently handled.

] o '
On the 6th June a party of us were paraded, marched down

the Quays to the North Wall, On the way down by ugpel Street

Bridge I heard some encouraging cries from some people. -
This came as a grealt surprise for my last memory of people had

been an unhappy one. I had experienced some of the spitting

through the windows of the G, PO, "

A

We were embarked on a cattle boat in £ilthy surroundings

and tightly crammed; almost everyone vomiting under these

? conditions. We were entrained to Knutsford where we were
-

again searched. We were sent to cells, this time to single

cells. I was very happy because I got the condemned cell -
it was larger than othersa. Prison regulations at this time
were that when:first introduced to this jall, prisoners must

sleep for a faortnight without a mattress-on bed boards.

I had been loaded up with gond' thingas by my relations and

friends and I was allowed t0 retain some of the eatables- after

: ) )
objecting wery strongly to their removal,

Shortly after being placed in the cell a bell was rung,

doors were flung open and we were brought out to eﬁrciae..
I stuck an orange in my pocket, ng were pupposed to march

round in circles, but prisoners who had been there for a month
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or so before us left their circles and ran -furward to g,ra.st
their new ‘f.rj,endsln. What a éight the priéomrs_ﬁreggnted.‘

Most of them had beards and their ciaﬁhing was di;coluurad

in patches from ﬂm+ir being put through a diainfec;;ing

apparatua. They were terribly e_mited as they had been kept

in solitary confinement for a long period. Thougﬁtleﬂsly

I produced my orange and proceeded to peel 1it. Then I noticed

the men stooping down, picking up the peels and ravenously
devouring them. = I divided the orange and went back to my cell
to get the rest of my stuff, I was stopped by a military

policeman, QA few minutes afterwards when his back was turned,

I raced through the entrances. up the iron stairs and fetohed
ny case of eatables and I rushedp a:e.% this military policeman,
and before he could take anything from me, handed out all

T had got.

I oould not eat the prison food for a few days.. At the ez

of a week I was. wetiing my thurmbs and picking up cmui:bs of'f the

- ground, The dfet was practically starvation diet and the meat

I believe 'was horse flesh,'

The next move was t0 Frongoch, North Wales. I was

ellotted to the North Camp composed of hutments,and, there, of

- . *

*

course, made many friends. ffter some time classes were formed,

language classes mostly, and a choir,
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Later I was transferred to the Distillery Camp (South

Camp). Bef'ore 'hé:l.ng-trannfarraﬂ, however, we h_a;i trouble,.

The British made an attempt to segregate for the purpose of

- eonseription those of our comrades who by virtue of their

residentisl qualifications could be conseripted aceording to

British Law,. Of course, these persons were mogtly those who
composed the Kimmage Garxlson. In order to foll thils it was

declded that no man in the Camp would answer: to his name or

nunber.  The British Camp Adjutant accompanied by N C.Oss

- = s . . B . -

visited each hut, called the list of prisonsrs. Nobody

answered. The hut leaders were then arrested. I was a hut '

. leader when the arresting took place, acting temporarily in

that post while my hut leader Kilgallon was ill, The hut
leaders were locked up in a special clink in the Distillery

EI'Qunﬂ._'sa :

amongs those arrested weré; P, Iennon, Dick Mulcshy,
P, Murphy, T.D. Sinnott, Wexford, Dick Cotter, J, O'Neill,

Mick Horlarity, Frank Shouldice, Charlle Murphy, Joe Stanley,

= m .

Pat scullaﬁ and myself,

We were charged and subsequently tried by Field General

courtmartial. Hr. Gavan Duffy was briefed to deflend the case.

He came down to the Camp and a defence was prepared. He

decided to take my case first for the simple reason that
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Kilgallon had been in charge on_the day of the alleged offence,

The case against me was dilemissed and the rest were sentenced
to, I think, 28 days, but whatever period it was, we were agll

released together as we had already done the period in the

Camp clink,

¥hile in the clink we were fed on the best, simply

because our own cook house had the allocation of the food,

The British attempt to conscript the people referred to was

abandoned. A very good account of this occurrence is

given in W, Brennan mmare'a_ "With the Irish in Frongoch",

In the Distillery there peemed to be two lines of

thought. One party thought ranks as they existed during

‘the fight should be adhered to, and the remaining prisoners

organised and commanded as far as. possible by officera;- The

other party succeeded in having a conmlttee gppointed to run

the cemp, this committee being composed entirely of members
L : ’

of the I.R.B. iﬂ.l'l‘-hmlgh I was an I.R.B. man I sided with the

- aap - o oraa

military idea and came in conflict with Colling over this.

I remalned in Frongoch until the very last batch of

prisoners: was discharged and I was given charge of those.
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